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Editor  in  Chief  :—Y,  J.  Fi'IINIVAll,  3,  St  George's  Sq.,  Primrose  Hill,  N.W. 


To  do  honour  to  Ch  avcer,  and  to  lot  the  lovers  and  students  of  him  se<^  how  far  tL<» 
best  unprintt'd  Manuscripts  of  his  works  ditt'er  from  (he  printed  texts,  this  Soeiety  is 
founded.  There  urt;  numy  questions  of  metre,  pronunciution,  ortho«rraphy,  iiml  eiy- 
molo^'  yet  to  be  s*>ttled,  for  which  more  i)rintH  of  Manuscripts  ai-e  wiiutitL  and  ir  in 
hardly  too  mu<-h  to  say  that  every  line  of  Chkuj^er  contains  p» tints  that  need  recon- 
sidenition.  The  founder's  i>ropos}il  is  to  beprin  with  T/ie  Vauterhuitf  Tfi/tx^  and  riv»' 
of  them  (in  panillel  columns  in  Royal  4to)  six  of  the  bes>  unprinteti  Manus<'ript"* 
known.  Inasmuch  also  as  the  parallel  aminfrement  will  m^essitate  the  alteration  of 
tlie  places  of  certain  tales  in  s<»me  of  the  MSS,  a  i)rint  of  «ich  MS  will  be  issued  .«<*- 
parately,  and  will  follow  the  order  of  its  orifdnal.  The  first  six  MSS  to  be  printeti  .tn- 
the  Elhjsmere  (by  leave  of  the  Earl  of  EUesmere)  ;  the  llenjrvvrt  (by  leuve  of  W.  \V, 
E.  Wynne,  Esq.)  ;  the  Cambridf^e  Univ.  T^ibr.,  MS  (Jjj,  4.  27  ;  the  Corpu>i,  Oxf'Td  : 
the  Petworth  (by  leave  of  Lord  Leeontield)  ;  and  the  Lansdowue  Sol  (Briti^h 
Museum). 

Of  Chaucer's  Minor  Poems, — the  MSS  of  which  arc  trenemlly  later  than  the  U-st 
MSS  of  the  Canterbury  Tnles, — all,  or  nearly  all,  the  MSS  \W11  be  printed,  so  as  to 
»ecure  all  the  existing:  evidence  for  the  true  text. 

To  secure  the  fidelity  and  uniform  treatment  of  the  texts,  Mr  F.  J.  Funiivall  will 
read  all  with  their  MSS. 

The  Society's  publications  are  issued  in  two  Series,  of  which  the  first  e(»ntains  th** 
different  texfs  of  Chaucer's  works;  and  the  Second,  such  orig-inals  of,  and  es>ay« 
on  these  as  can  bt-  procured,  with  other  illu>trative  treatises,  and  Supplementary 
Tales. 

The  Society's  issue  for  1868,  in  the  First  Series,  is, 

I.  Tlie  Proloinie  and  Kniirht's  Ti)le,  of  the  Canterbury  Tales,  in  6  paralb-l 
Texts  (from  the  ()  MSS  nam*^i  below),  t(»jrether  witli  Tables,  showinir  the 
Groups  of  the  Talcs,  and  their  varying'  oixicr  in  iiS  MSS  of  the  TuIch.  and 
in  •')  old  printJHl  i'<litions,  and  also  Sp<Miinens  from  several  MSS  of  thi 
"Movf-ablc  rroU)j^ues"  of  the  Canterbury  Talcs,—  The  Shijmjan's  I'n)loi»u< , 
and  Franklin's  Pn>lo«rue,— wlun  moved  from  their  riu^ht  places,  and  of  the 
Substitutes  for  them.     (The  Six-Text,  Part  I.)  ^      . 

II.  The  Prologue  and  Kniffhl's  Tale  fr<mi  the  EllcMuere    MS. 

III.  „  „  „  „  „       „       „     Heuf.'^wrt        „     154 

IV.  „  „  „  „  „      „      „     CaiuKnd'fTe    „     Gp.  4.  27 
V.     „           „           „           „  „       „       „     Corpus  „     Oxford 

VI.     „  „  „  „  „       „       „     Petworth       „ 

VII.     ,,  „  ,,  ,,  „      ,,       „     L.inHi<i\vne    „     Sol 

(separate  issues  of  the  Texts  forming  Part  I  of  the  Six-Text  edition.) 

The  issue  for  1869,  in  the  First  Series,  is, 

VIII.  The  Miller's,  Keeve's,  and  Cook's  Tales:  Ellcsmcre  MS.-^ 

IX.      ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,         „  „  Heny-wrt      „  with  an 

X.      „  „  „  „         „  „  Caiiil.ridge  „     I      Apj^endix  of 

XI.      „  „  „  „         „  „  Corjuis         „     j      «'(iamelyn" 

XII.     „  „  „  „        „  „  P.'t Worth     „     I     from  six  MSS. 

XIII.  „  „  ,,  ,,         „  ,,  Lansdowue,,    J 
(separate  issues  of  the  Texts  forming  the  Six-Text,  Part  II,  No.  XIV.) 

The  issue  for  1870,  in  the  First  Series,  i», 

XIV.  The  Mill(  r'Rv  Reeve's,  and  Ctiok's  Tales,  with  an  A})pendix  of  the  Spuri<iu.«« 

Tale  of  Gamely n,  in  (i  pjinillel  Texts.     (Six-Text,  Part  II.) 

The  iN^uc  for  1871,  in  the  First  Series,  is, 

XV.  Tli(«  M;in  of  Law's,  Shijunaii's,  and  Prioress's  TmIcn  with  C'haucer's  own 
T  ilo  of  Sir  Thopas,  in  (i  par.ill.  1  Texts  fp.-in  the  MSS  .ibuve  named,  an<l  10 
c.ili-nnd  flni\un-sMf  Tellers  of  Tales,  aft»r  the  ori-iuals  in  the  EUesmere  M.N. 
XA'I.   The  Man  of  Law's  Tale,  fr-m  the  Llhsin.  re  Ms. 

XVII.      , ,         ,.         „       „    Caml.ri.lue  MS. 

XV  II I Corpus  MS. 

XIX.  Til.  sLijiuiiu'-,  rri<.re.->'s.  and  Man  of  Liw'.s  Tales,  from  the  Petworth  MS. 
XX.  'I  h.   Mmi  ut    Luv">  Tah-,  from  the  L.inMi..wue  MS. 
(each  with  w.  .  (1< m-  ot  i..urTe(Ti  dr:«\sin;rs  oi  'It  11.  rs  ol  Talis  in  the  Ellesuiere  MS.) 

XXL     .\     r  .!;iii.l-l'.  \t    iMiiti-.u    of    Chulie(.i\  MiiiMV  roeins.  rait   I:_'lhe    Ib'l  h*. 

r.t    I.MniKln   tlie  Luch.s-..,'  ii'MM  Thynm '- ed.  oi    loii'i,  the  l-'airfax  .MS  !»., 
.:   i    I  iiiii.  r  M>  ;Uo;   '  thi' f  \,nipj.  \Tit   in  Tile,"  'the  i'iirj[amri»r»t*yfoul<'-"^/ 
•••',.  Conii.Uyi.t  ..t  Mmis'  "  u-h  tmn,  sjx  m ss?^^^  ^^ ^^^^^^^^ 
XXII.  -1'  '-Mn'  ir\  I  .11  I  ).1-T.  .\ts  .,f  Chiiur.r's  Minor  L^,»•^lls,  Part  I,  couUiinirk^ 
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GROUP    A.    FRAGMENT   L 

§  1.  GENERAL  PROLOGUE. 
PETWOBTH  MS. 


fHan  that  Apnlle  with  his  shoures  soote   n«^ii 
The  dronghf  of  maiche  hath  perced  to  J)e  roote 
And  bathes  eueiy  vejrne  in  swich  licouie 
Of  which  yeitue  engendrid  is  ]>e  floure  4 

Whan  zephiros  ek*  with  his  swete  breth         JT 
Inspired  hath  in  eueiy  holt  and  heth 
The  tendie  croppis  and  ]>e  yonge  sonne 
Hath  in  the  ram  his  halfs  cours  yronne  8 

And  smale  fonles  make  melodye 

That  slepen  al  nyght  with  open  eyghe  'O 

So  prike])  bem  nature  in  here  corages 
Than  longen  folk*  to  gon  on  pilgiymages  12 

And  palmers  for  to  seke  strannge  stiondes 
To  feme  halowes  conthe  in  sondiy  londes 
Ajid  specially  fram  eneiy  shiies  ende  t^ 

Of*  engelond  to  Caunterbuiy  they  wende  16 

The  holy  blisseful  martii'  for  to  seke 
That*  hem  hath  holpen  when  that*  J)ey  were  seke 
ByfiUe  J^at'  in  that*  seson)  on  aday 

In  southwerk*  atte  Tabbard  as  I  lay  20 

Redy  to  wende  on  my  pilgrymage 
To  Cantirbury  with  ful  devout*  corage 
At  nyhf  was  come  in  to  paif  hostellerye 
"Wei  nyne  and  twenty  on  a  companye  24 

Of"  sondiy  folk*  by  auenture  yfalle  ^-T 

In  felaschipe  and  pilgiymes  were  ]>ey  alle 
That*  toward  Cafttirbery  wolde  ryde 
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The  Chambres  and  staHes  weren  wyde  28 

And  wel  weren  eae^  atte  beste 

And  schortly  whan  the  sonne  was  to  leste  3o 

So  hadde  I  spoken  with  hem  eueiychon 
That  I  was  of  here  felaschipe  anon  32 

And  nutde  forward  erly  for  to  ryse 
To  take  oure  wey  there  as  I  you  deujse 
But  natheles  whil  I  haue  tyme  and  space  ^4" 

Or  ])af  I  ferther  in  this  tale  pace  36 

Me  thynke])  it*  accordant*  to  resoii) 
To  telle  yow  al  the  Condicion> 

Of*  ech  ofi  hem  so  as  it*  semed  me  omfi,  i»ck] 

And  whiche  they  were,  and  of  what*  degre  40 

And  eke  in  what*  array  ^at*  they  were  Inne 
And  at*  a  knyg&f  ]»n  I  wol  first*  bigynne 
A   knyght*  fer  was  and  j^at*  a  worthy  man 
-*^  That  fro  fe  tyme  J>at  he  ferst*  bigan  44 

To  riden  out*,  he  louede  Chyualiye  45" 

Trouthe  and  honour  fredom  and  curtesye 
fful  worthy  was  he  in  his  lordis  werre 
And  therto  hadde  he  ryden  no  man  ferre  48 

As  wel  in  Cristendom  as  in  hethenesse 
And  euere  honoured  for  his  worthynesse  ^o 

IT  At  Alisaundre  he  was  whan  it  [was]  wonne 
fful  ofte  tyme  he  hadde  the  bord  bigoime  52 

Aboven  alle  naciouns  in  Pruce 
In  lettowe  had  he  reysed  and  in  Ence 
Ko  cristene  man  so  ofte  of*  his  degre  SS 

In  Gemade  at  the  sege  ek*  hadde  he  be  56 

Of  Algezire  and  riden  in  belmarye 
At  Lyeis  was  he  and  at  Satalye 
When  they  were  wonne  and  in  the  grete  see 
At  many  a  noble  armeye  had  he  be  60 

At  mortel  batailles  had  he  ben  fyftene 
And  fouhten  for  oure  faith  at  tramessene 
In  lystes  thrycs.  and  ay  slayne  his  foo 
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This  like  wor&j  knyghf  had  ben  also 
Somtynie  with  the  lord  of  Palatye 
Ayeyn  an  othir  hethen  in  Tnrkye 
And  enere  more  he  hadde  a  sonereyne  piy 
And  though  ]>at  he  was  worthy  he  was  wys 
And  of  his  port*  as  meke  as  is  a  mayde 
He  nener  yet  no  yelonye  ne  sayde 
In  al  his  lyf  vnto  no  manere  wighf 
He  was  a  yerrey  parfit*  gentQ  knyght* 
ffor  to  tdlen  yow  of  his  array 
His  hors  weren  gode.  but*  he  was  not  gay 
Of  fustyon)  he  werede  a  gepofi 
Al  bismotered  with  his  habiigeon) 
ffor  he  was  late  ycome  ftom  his  viage 
And  wente  for  to  don  his  pilgrymage 
TTTith  hym  per  was  his  sone  a  yong  squyeie 
' '    A  lonyere  and  a  lusty  bachelere 
With  lockes  cmlle  as  they  were  leyd  in  presse 
Of  twenty  yere  of  age  he  was  I  gesse 
Of  his  stature  he  was  of  euene  lengtne 
And  wondirly  delyueie  and  gret*  of*  strengthe 
And  he  hadde  be  somtyme  in  chynachye 
In  fflauftdres  in  Artoys  and  in  Pikardye 
And  born  him  wel  as  of  so  litil  space 
In  hope  to  stonde  in  his  lady  grace 
Embroyded  was  he  as  it  were  a  mede 
Aft  fol  of  fiesshe  flonres  white  and  rede 
Syngynge  he  was.  or  floytynge  al  the  day 
He  was  also  ftessh  as  ys  )«  moneth  of  may 
Short  was  his  gowne  with  sieves  longe  and  wyde 
Wel  konde  he  sitte  on  an  hors  and  faire  ryde 
Ho  koade  songes  make,  and  wel  endite 
Inste  and  eke  daonoe  and  wel  portrey  and  write. 
So  hote  he  louede.  that  by  nygter  tale 
He  slepte  namore  than  doth  a  nyghtyngale 
Corteys  he  was  lowely  and  servisable 
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And  karf  bifom  his  fadir  at  the  table  100 

ANothir  yeman  hadde  he  and  seruantes  na  mo 

Af  thaf  tyme.  for  hym  lyst*  ryde  so 

And  he  was  clad  in  coote  and. hood  of*  grene 

A  sheefi  of  pocok*  arewes  biyght*  and  kene  104 

Vndir  his  belt*  he  bar  full  thriftily  i  o J" 

Wei  couthe  he  dresse  his  takel  yemanly 

Hise  arewes  drouped  noght*  with  feferes  lowe 

And  in  his  hond  he  bar  a  myghty  bowe  108 

A  not*  hed  hadde  he  with  a  broun  visage 

Of>  wode  craft  wel  couthe  he  al  the  Ysage  rr  0 

Yppon  his  arme  he  bar  a  gay  bracei' 

And  by  his  side  a  swerd  and  a  bokelei'  112 

And  on  that  o^ir  syde  a  gay  daggere 

Hameysed  wel  and  sharp  as  poynf  of"  spere 

A  CristoftrQ  on  his  bresf  of  seluer  shene  D^%  h»dC 

An  horn  he  bar  the  bawdrik<  was  of  grene  116 

A  foster  was  he  sotly  as  I  gesse 

rrher  was  a  nonne  also  a  prioresse 

■*•   That*  of  hir  smylynge  was  ful  symple  and  coy 

Hire  grettesf  ooth  was  but*  by  sey[n]te  loy  120 

And  she  was  clepid  ma  dame  Englentyne 

£fal  wel  she  song*  the  seruyse  divyne 

Entuned  in  hire  nose  ful  semyly 

And  frenshe  she  spak*  ful  faire  and  fetysly  1 24 

Aftir  the  skole  of  Stratford  atte  bowe  '  ^^ 

ffor  frensch  of  Parys  was  to  hire  vnknowe 

At  mete  wel  I-taught  was  sche  with  alle 

She  leef  no  morsel  from  his  lippes  falle  128 

Ne  wete  hire  fyngres  in  hire  sause  depe 

Wel  couthe  she  carye  a  morsel  and  wel  kepe  *3o 

That  no  drope  ne  fille  vppon  hire  broste 

In  curtesye  was  set*  ful  mochel  hire  leste  132 

Hire  ouer  lippe  wiped  she  so  clene 

That  in  hir  cuppe  ther  was  no  ferthing  sene 

Of  greco  whan  she  dronken  hadde  hire  draughte  '3^ 
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fful  semyly  aftdr  hir  mete  slie  raughte  136 

And  sikerlj  eclie  was  of  gief  disporte 
And  fol  pleeaunt  and  amable  of  porte 
And  peynede  hire  to  counterfete  chere 
Of  comi*.  and  to  ben  estatlicbe  of*  manere  140 

And  to  be  holden  digne  of  reuerence 
But  for  to  speken  of*  hir  Condense 
She  was  so  charitable  and  so  pitoos 
She  wolde  wepe  jit  thaf  she  sai&  a  mous  144 

KAD(^[t]  in  a  tiappe  yif^  it  were  ded  or  bledde  f  ^^* 

Of  smale  houndes  had  she  that*  she  fedde 
With  rostid  flessh  or  mjlk*  or  wastelbrede 
But*  sore  wepte  she  yf  oon  of  hem  were  dede  148 

Or  yf*  men  smoot  yt*  with  a  yerde  smerte 
And  al  was  conscience  and  tendre  herte  'To 

fful  semeliche  hire  wympil  pynchid  was 
Hir  nose  was  streighf.  hire  eighen  grey  as  glas  152 

Hire  month  fol  smai  and  therto  softe  and  rede  Vmtv} 

Bnt  sekerly  she  hadde  a  fair  forhede 
It  was  almost  a  spanne  brood  I  trowe  ^JTJT 

ffor  hardely  she  was  nooht  yndiigrowe  15^ 

ffol  f etys  was  hir  cloke  as  I  was  waar 
Of  smal  coral  aboute  hir  arme  she  baar 
A  pairs  of  bedys  gandid  al  with  grene 
And  ther  on  hyng*  a  broche  of  gold  ful  shene  160 

On  which  ]>er  was  first*  writen  a  crowned  A 
And  aftir  amor  vincif  omnia 
An  othir  Nonne  with  hire  hadde  she 
That  was  hire  chapeleyn.  and  prestes  thre  164 

A   monk*  ^r  was  a  fair  for  the  maistrye  '^^ 

"^  An  out*  ridere  thaf  loued  venerye 
A  manly  man  to  ben  an  Abbot*  able 
ffal  many  a  deynte  hors  hadde  he  in  stable  168 

And  whanne  he  rood .  men  myhte  his  bryditl  here 
Gynglynge  in  a  whistelynge  wynd  as  clere  f*70 

And  eke  as  loude  as  dooth  ))e  chapel  belle 
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Ther  as  this  lord  was  keper  of  the  selle  172 

The  leule  of  seynt*  Maine  or  of  seint  Benef 

Bi  cause  fsA  yt  was  olde  and  somdel  streit 

This  ylke  monke  leet  olde  ^ynges  pace  nS 

And  heeld  aftir  the  newe  world  the  space  1 76 

He  yaf*  nouht*  of*  the  text*  a  pulled  hen 

That*  seith  that*  hunters  he  nouhf  holy  men 

Ke  that  a  monke  whan  he  is  recheles 

Is  likened  tille  a  fisshe  pa,V  is  watirles  180 

This  is  to  seye  a  monke  out*  of*  his  cloistre 

But  thilke  text*  held  he  nouhf  worth  an  oystre 

And  I  seyde  his  opynion)  was  good 

What  shulde  he  studie.  and  make  hymself  wood  184 

Vpon  a  book"  alwey  in  cloistre  to  poure  ^%S 

Or  swynke  with  his  hondis  and  laboure 

As  Austyn  bit.  hou  shal  the  world  be  serued 

Lat  Austyn  haue  his  swynk"  to  him  reserued  188 

Therfore  he  was  a  pricasour  aright*     • 

Grehoundes  he  hadde  /  as  swiff  as  foule  in  flight*  *9o 

Of*  prikynge  and  of*  huntynge  for  the  hare  p^f^^wk] 

Was  al  his  lust*  for  no  cost  wole  he  spare  192 

I  seigh  hise  sieves  I-purfiled  at*  the  honc^ 

With  grys  and  that"  the  fynest*  of  a  Icnct 

And  for  to  festne  his  hood  vndir  the  Chynne  i^S 

He  hadde  of*  golcJ  wrought*  a  ful  curious  py?me  196 

A  loue  knotte  in  the  gretter  ende  per  was 

His  hed  was  ballyd  that*  shon  as  ony  glas 

And  eke  his  face,  as  he  hadde  ben  anoynt* 

He  was  a  lord  ful  fat*  and  in  goocJ  poynf  200 

Hise  eighen  stepe  and  roUynge  in  his  hede 

That  stemede  as  a  foumeys  of  a  lede 

Hise  botes  souple  his  hors  in  grete  estate 

Now  certeynly  he  was  a  fair  prelate  204 

He  nas  nat  pale  as  a  forpyned  goost*  %aS" 

A  fat  swan  louede  he  best*  of  any  roost* 

His  palfray  was  [as]  broun)  as  ys  a  berye 
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i  feere  ther  was  a  wa[n]toune  and  [a]  merye  2Q^ 

-^  A  lymytour  a  ful  solempne  maa 
In  alle  the  ordies  fouie  is  noon  that*  can  *2^i O 

So  mochel  of  daliafice  cmd  fair  langage 
He  hadde  made  fill  many  a  Manage  212 

Of  yonge  wommen  af  his  owne  cost* 
Yn  to  his  ordie  he  inras  a  nohle  post 
finl  wel  biloned  and  famulier  was  he  f^^ 

With  frankeleynes  oueial  in  his  centre  216 

And  with  worthy  wommen  of  the  tonn 
ffor  he  hadde  power  of<  confessioun 
As  seide  hym  self*  more  than  a  Curat* 
jQTor  [of]  his  ordre  he  was  lycenciat*  220 

fill  swetely  herede  he  confession) 
And  plesannt*  was  his  absolucion) 
He  was  an  esy  man  to  yene  penaiice 
Iher  as  he  wiste  to  han  a  good  pitafice  224 

ffor  wnto  a  pore  ordre  for  to  yeue  ZZS 

Is  signe  thai^  a  man  ys  wel  yshreye 
ffor  yf^  he  yaf  he  dorste  make  avaont 
He  wiste  y^M  a  man  was  repentaunt*  228 

ffor  many  a  man  is  so  hard  of  his  herte  DMf «] 

He  may  noght*  wepe  al  ]>oi&  him  sore  smerte  iL3o 

Ther  fore  in  stede  of  wepynge  and  preieies 
Men  mote  yene  seiner  /  to  the  pore  freres  232 

His  tipet  was  ay  fassed  fdl  of  knyfes 
And  pynnes  for  to  yeue  faire  wyfes 

And  certeynly  he  hadde  a  mery  note  X^S' 

Wel  coude  he  syngen  and  playen  on  a  roote  236 

Of  yeddynges  he  bar  vttirly  the  pryce 
His  necke  white  was  as  the  flour  delyce 
Therto  he  was  strong  as  a  champioun 
He  knew  the  tauemes  wel  in  every  toun  240 

And  eneriche  Osteller  and  tapestere 
Bet  than  a  lazer  or  a  beggere 
ffor  vnto  swich  a  worthy  man  as  he 
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Acordith  nou&t  as  by  his  faculte  244 

To  haue  with  swich  seke  lazers  aqueyntafice  TA-S^ 

It  is  noTi&t  honest  /  it  may  nouht  avance 

ffor  to  delen  with  swich  poiaille 

But  al  with  riche  and  sillers  of*  yitaille  248 

And  oueral  ther  as  profite  sholde  aiyse 

Curtays  he  was  and  lowely  of"  seruyse  ^^o 

Thei  nas  no  man  nowhei  so  vertuous 

He  was  the  beste  beggere  in  his  hous  252 

[• 

no  gap  in  the  MS,] 

ffor  ]>oiih  a  widewe  hadde  nouhf  a  sho  zsS 

So  plesaunf  was  his  Inprincipio 
Yet*  wolde  he  haue  a  ferthyng*  or  he  wente 
His  purchace  was  wel  bettere  pan  his  rente  256 

And  rage  he  couthe  as  if  were  ribf  a  whelpe 
In  louedaies  ther  coude  he  mochil  helpo  ^^^ 

ffor  ther  he  was  not*  liche  a  cloistrere 
With  a  thredbaie  cope  as  a  pore  scolere  260 

But  he  was  lyke  a  maistir  or  a  pope 
Of  double  worstede  was  his  semy  cope 
That  rounded  as  a  belle  out*  of  the  presse  z^ 

Somwhaf  he  lipsede  for  his  wantonesse  264 

To  make  his  englyssh  swete  vppon  his  tonge 
And  in  his  harpynge  whan  fat  he  had  songe 
Hise  eyghen  twynclode  in  his  hede  aright*  DMf  ^  back] 

As  doon  the  sterres  in  a  frosty  nyht  268  ^70 

This  worthy  lymytour  was  clepid  hubert* 
A   Marchant  was  ther  with  a  longe  herd 
-^  In  motle  and  heyh  on  horse  he  satte 
Yppon  his  heued  a  flaundnsshe  beuer  hatte  272 

Hise  botis  clapsid  faire  and  fetisly  ^^ 

His  resouns  he  spak*  f  ul  solempnely 
Shewynge  alwey  the  encres  of*  his  wynnynge 
He  wolde  the  see  were  kept  for  any  thynge  276 

Bitwixe  Middelbuigfi  and  Orewelle 
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Wei  coude  he  in  eschange  slieldes  selle  z,  Yd 

This  worihy  man  ful  wel  his  witte  bisette 

Ther  wiste  no  wighf  that*  he  was  in  dette  280 

So  estatlj  was  he  of*  his  gouemafice 

With  his  baigajnes  and  with  his  cheuyssafice 

ffoisothe  he  was  a  worthy  man  with  alle  ?L%S 

Bat  sothelj  to  seyne  I  not*  how  men  hym  calle  284 

A   Clerk  fer  was  of*  Oxenforde  also 
-^  That^  vnto  logyk*  hadde  longe  I-go 
As  lene  was  his  hors  as  ys  a  lake 

And  he  was  not*  right  fat*  I  wndirtake  288  Z.SO 

Bat  lokede  holewh  and  ]>erto  soburly 
ffiil  thredhare  was  his  ouerest  Coortepy 
ffor  he  hadde  yif  geten  him  no  benefice 
Ke  was  so  woidly  [for]  to  haue  office  292 

ffoT  hym  was  lenere  haue  at*  his  bed  hede  IMS' 

Twenty  bokes  clad  in  blak*  or  rede 
Of  Aristotle  and  his  pbilosophie 

Then  robes  riche  or  fithel  or  gay  sautrye  296 

Bat*  al  be  that*  he  was  a  philosofre 

Yet  hadde  he  but  Htel  gold  in  cofre  3oo 

Bat  al  that^  he  myhte  of  his  frendes  hente 
On  bokes  and  on  lemynge  he  if  spente  300 

And  besily  gan  for  tho  sooles  preye 
.Of  hem  that  yaf  hym  wharwith  to  dcole-aye 
Of  stadie  took*  he  moost  core  and  most  hede  3o^ 

Naught*  a  word  spak*  he  /  more  than  was  nede  /  304 

And  that*  was  seid  in  forme  and  reuerence  Deaf  s] 

And  short*  and  quyk*  and  ful  [of]  hey  sentence 
Sownynge  in  moral  vertue  was  his  specho 
And  gladly  wolde  he  leme  and  gladly  teche  308  3<0 

A   seigant  of  the  lawe  /  wai'  and  wys 
"^  Thaf  often  hadde  ben  atte  parvys 
That  was  also  ful  riche  of  excellence 
Discret  he  was  and  of  gret  reuerence  312 

He  semed  swich  hise  wordis  wem  so  wise  -^"^ 
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lustice  he  was  ful  often  in  aasise 
By  patent  and,  by  pleyn  commyseioun 
ffor  his  science,  and  for  his  high  renoun  316 

Of*  fees  and  robes  hadde  he  many  on 
So  gret  a  pnichassour  was  nowher  non  3&e 

Al  was  fee  symple  to  him  in  efifecte 

His  purchassynge  myht  noiiht  ben  infecte  320 

Kowher  so  besy  a  man  as  he  ther  nas 
And  yet  he  semed  bisiere  than  he  was 
In  teimes  hadde  he  caas  and  domes  alle  ^^^ 

That  from  the  tyme  of  kyng*  william  were  falle  324 

Therto  he  cowde  ondite  and  make  a  thyng< 
Ther  couthe  no  wighf  pynche  at*  his  writyng* 
And  euery  statute  conthe  he  pleyne  by  roote 
He  rood  but  homely  in  a  medle  coote  328  3^o 

(leTf  with  a  sent*  of  selk*  wi])  barres  smale 
Of  his  array  telle  I  no  lenger  tale 
A   ffiunkeleyn  was  in  his  cr^mpaignye 
■^  Whit*  was  his  bercJ  as  is  the  daieseye  332 

Of  his  complexioim  he  was  sangwyne  ^BX" 

Wei  louede  he  by  the  morewe  a  soppe  in  wyne 
To  lyuen  in  delite  enere  was  his  wone 
£for  he  was  Epiournes  owne  sone  336 

That  helde  opynyon)  fat  pleyn  delite 
Was  verrey  felicite  parfite  t^ 

An  houshaldere  and  that*  a  greet*  was  he 
Seint  lulyan  he  was  in  his  contre  340 

His  bred  his  ale  was  alleweys  af tir  oon  « 

A  bettir  envyned  man  /  was  nowher  noon  / 
With  oute  bakemete  was  neuere  his  hous  owrfs^bMk]  ^4>r 

Of  fissche  and  fieisshe  and  ]^at  so  plentevous  344 

It  snewede  in  his  hous  of*  mete  and  drynke 
Of  alle  deyntethes  that*  men  couthe  thinke 
Aftir  the  sondry  sesons  of  the  yere 

So  changed  he  his  mete  and  his  sopere  348  ^iTO 

fful  many  a  fat*  partrich  hadde  he  in  Mewe 
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And  many  a  breme  and  many  a  luce  in  stewe 
Wo  was  his  cook*  but*  [if]  his  sauce  were 
Poynant*  and  sharps  and  ledy  al  his  gere  352 

His  table  donnant  in  his  halle  al  way  ^SS' 

Stood  ledy  coueied  al  the  longe  day 
At  sessions  ther  was  he  loid  and  sire 
ffnl  often  tyme  he  was  knyghf  of  the  shire  356 

An  anelas  and  a  gypsere  al  of*  silke 

Heng*  at  his  girdel  white  as  mome  mylke  ^^o 

A  sheireff'  had  he  ben  /  and  a  comptour 
Was  nowher  swich  a  worthy  vaoasour  360 

i  N  habirdasshere  and  a  Caipenter 
-^  A  Webbe.  a  Dieie  and  a  Tapecere 
And  they  were  clothid  alle  in  oo  lyuere  ^^S" 

Of  a  solempne  and  a  greet*  fi^atemyte  364 

fful  fressh  and  newe  here  gere  apiked  was 
Here  knyfes  nere  chap[ed]  nouhf  with  bras 
But  al  with  syluer  -vrrought  f ul  clene  and  wel 
Here  gerdelle«  and  her  pouches  euery  del  368  370 

Wel  semed  ech  of*  hem  a  fair  burgeys 
To  sitteu  in  a  yeldhalle  on  a  deys 
Eueriche  for  the  wisdom  thaf  he  can 
Was  shaply  for  to  bene  an  Aldirman  372 

For  catett  hadde  they  I-nouh  and  Rente  37  j" 

And  eke  her  wifes  wolde  if  wel  assente 
And  elles  certeyn[ly]  they  were  to  blame 
If  is  ful  fair  to  be  clepid  Madame  376 

And  gon  to  yigilies  al  be  fore 
And  haue  a  mantel  rialliche  I-bore  -3S* 

A  Cook*  they  hadde  /  with  hem  for  the  nones 
To  boille  the  chikenes  with  ]>e  maribones  380 

And  poudre  Marchafit*  tart*  of  Gallyngale  Deaf  6] 

Wel  kowde  he  knowe  a  drauht  of  london)  ale 
He  Couthe  roste  and  sethe  and  broyle  and  fi&ye  3S^ 

Maken  Mortrews  and  wel  bake  a  pye  384 

But  gret  ha[r]m  was  it*  /  as  it  thouhte  me 
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That*  on  liis  shene  a  mormal  hadde  he 

For  Llank*  mangei'  that  made  he  mth  the  beste 

A   Shipman  was  ther  /  wonyng*  fer  hi  weste  388  390 

■^  For  ouht  I  woof  he  was  of"  Dertemouthe 
He  rood  vppon  a  Rouncy  as  he  couthe 
In  a  gowne  of"  flfaldyng*  to  the  kne 

A  daggai^  hangynge  in  a  lace  hadde  he  392 

Aboute  his  necke  vndir  his  arme  doun  "39^ 

The  hote  somei^  hadde  made  his  hiew  al  broun 
And  Certeynly  he  was  a  good  felawe 
fful  many  a  drauht  of  wyn  hadde  he  drawe  396 

flErom  bnrdeux  ward?  while  the  chapmen  slepe 
Of  nyce  conscience  took*  he  no  kepe  4oo 

Yif  thaf  he  fauhf  /  and  hadde  the  heihere  homJ 
By  watir  he  sente  hem  home  to  eueiy  lend  400 

But  of  his  craft  /  to  rikene  wel  his  tydes 
His  stremes  and  his  daunger  him  bisydes 
His  herberoh.  his  moone  and  his  lodmanage  4^5^ 

Ther  nos  noon  such  from  huIU  to  Cartage  404 

Hardy  he  was  /  and  wys  to  yndirtake 
With  many  a  tempest*  had  his  herd  be  shake 
He  knew  alle  the  hauenes  as  they  were 

ffro  gutlond  to  the  cape  de  fynystere  408  4-io 

And  eueiy  cryke  in  bretaygne  and  in  Spayne 
His  barge  y-clepid  was  the  maudeleyne 
TlTith  us  ther  was  a  doctour  of*  fl&sik' 

"    In  al  this  worlcf  ne  was  ther  none  hyw  lik*  412 

To  speke  of  ^ike  and  of  surgerye  4«T 

ffor  he  was  grounded  in  astronomye 
He  kepte  his  pacienf  a  fol  greet*  del 
In  houres  by  his  magik*  naturel  416 

Wel  couthe  he  fortune  the  assendenf 
Of*  his  ymages  for  his  pacienf  **^ 

He  knew  the  cause  of*  euety  maladye  Umi  %  bukj 

Were  if  of  hoof  or  coldl  or  moysf  or  drye  420 

And  wher  engendred  and  [of]  what  hiunoui 
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He  vrsa  a  verrey  parfif  practisour 

The  cause  I-knowe  and  of  his  hann  the  loote  431^*' 

Anoon  he  yaf  the  aike  man  his  boote  424 

£Pdl  redy  hadde  he  hise  apotecaries 
To  sonde  hem  drugges  /  and  his  letnaiies 
ffor  ech  of  hem  made  othir  for  to  wywne 

Her  frendshipe  nas  nat  ne^we  to  bigynne  428  44  o 

Wei  knew  he  the  olde  Escalapins 
And  diascoride  and  ek*  Eufiis 
Old  ypocias  Hayly  and  Galien 

Serapion  Basis  and  Auysen  432 

Aneroys  Damascien  and  constantyne  43^ 

Bemaid  and  Gatisden  and  Gilbertyne 
Of  his  diete  mesurable  was  he 

ffor  it  was  of  no  superflnyte  436 

Bot  of  grei^  noishiDge  and  digestable 
His  studie  was  bnf  litel  on  the  bible  440 

In  sangweyn  and  in  perce  he  clad  was  al 
Lyned  with  Taffitta  and  with  sends!  440 

And  yet  he  was  but  esy  of  dispense 
He  kepte  that*  he  wan  in  pestUence 

ffor  gold  in  Phisik*  is  a  coideal  44^S" 

Therfoie  he  louede  gold  in  special  444 

A   Good  wi£f  ther  was  of  besides  bathe 
-^  But  she  was  somdel  def  and  ^t  was  scathe 
Of  cloth  makynge  sche  hadde  such  an  haunt 
She  passid  hem  of  ypies  and  of  Gaunt  448  4S'o 

In  alle  the  parisch  wif  ne  was  ther  noon 
That  to  the  ofirynge  tofom  hir  shulde  goon 
And  yf  ther  dide  /  certeyn  wroth  was  she 
That  she  was  out  of  alpe]  charite  452 

Hir  couerchefes  ful  fyne  were  of  ground  A^S' 

I  duiste  swere  they  weyeden  ten  pound 
That  on  a  Sonday  weien  vpon  hire  hede 
Hir  hosen  weren  of  fyne  scarlef  rede  456 

fful  streight  I-teied  /  and  shoes  fol  moisf  and  newe     [MT] 
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Bold  was  hir  face  and  £edre  /  and  red  of  hiewe  44o 

She  was  a  worthi  womman  al  hir  lyne 
Housbondes  atte  chirche  dore  she  hadde  fyue  460 

"With  outen  othir  companie  in  youthe 
But  ther  of  nedith  nou&f  to  speke  as  noiithe 
And  thries  hadde  she  bene  at  lerusalem  44i" 

She  had[de]  passed  many  a  strange  strem  464 

At  Borne  sche  had  ben  /  and  at  boloyne 
In  Galice  at  saint  lame  aiid  at  Coloigne 
She  koude  moche  on  wandrynge  bi  the  weye 
Gat  tothid  was  she  sothely  for  to  seie  468  4-1  o 

Vp  on  an  Amblere  esily  she  satte 
I-wympled  wel  and  on  hir  heed  an  hatte 
As  brood  as  is  a  bokellero  or  a  targe 
A  fof  mantel  abouten  hire  hipes  large  472 

And  on  hire  feef  a  paire  of*  spores  sharpe  AlS 

In  felaschipe  wel  couthe  sche  law&e  and  carpe 
Of  remedies  of  loue  she  kneuh  parchaunce 
ffor  she  couthe  of*  that  art  the  daunce  476 

A    Good  man  was  there  of  religioun 

■^  And  was  a  pore  persoun  of  a  toun  4to 

But  riche  he  was  of*  holy  thoufit  and  wert 
He  was  also  a  lerned  man  and  a  clerk*  480 

That  Cristes  gospel  treuly  wolde  preche 
His  parisschens  deuoutly  wolde  he  tcche 
Benyngne  he  was  and  wondir  diligent*  A-tS 

And  in  aduersite  /  ful  pacienf  484 

And  swich  he  was  [ijpreued  ofte  sithes 
fifol  looth  were  him  to  cnrsen  for  his  tythes 
But  rather  wolde  he  yeuen  ouf  of  doute 

Vnto  his  poure  parisshens  aboute  488  Mo 

Of  his  offrynge  and  of*  his  substance 
He  couthe  in  litU  thing*  ban  suflfisafice 
Wide  was  hise  parisshe  and  houses  fer  asondir 
But  he  ne  lafte  nouthir  for  rayne  ne  for  thundir  492 

In  sikenesse  nor  in  meschief  to  visite  4^S 

B  PETWORTH    14 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


GROUP  A.  §  L  GBmsRAii  PROLoous.  Petworfh  MS.   15 

The  feirest  in  his  paiiach  myche  and  lite 

Vp  on  his  fete  /  and  in  his  hond  a  staff*  Oaf  7,baek] 

This  noble  ensample  to  his  shepe  he  yaf  496 

That^  feists  he  wroughte.  and  aftirwarc}  ]>at  he  tauhte 

Onf  of  the  gospel  he  fo  wordes  canhte  ^oo 

And  this  figure  he  addede  ek*  therto 

That^  yf  gold  roste  /  what*  shal  lien  do  500 

For  if*  a  piesf  be  foul  on  whom  we  triste 

No  wondir  is  a  lowed  man  to  ruste 

And  shame  it  is  yf>  a  prest  take  kepe  ^oS" 

A  shiten  shepeide  and  a  dene  shepe  504 

Wei  onhte  a  pieest  ensample  for  to  yeue 

By  his  clennesse  hou  that*  his  sheep6  shulde  lyue 

He  set^  nauht  his  benefice  to  hiie 

And  leef  his  sheep  acombred  in  the  myre  508  Sto 

And  ran  to  london  yn  to  seint  Ponies 

To  seke  hym  a  chaaterye  for  soules 

Or  with  a  bietherhede  to  bene  with  holde 

Bui^  duelte  at*  home  /  aiid  kepte  wel  his  folde  512 

So  that*  the  wolf  ne  made  if  not*  myscatye  StS" 

He  was  a  shepperde  and  not*  a  mercenarie 

And  thou^  he  holy  were  and  vertnous 

He  was  nouhf  to  synfol  men  dispitous  516 

Ke  oil  his  speche  daungeious  ne  digne 

But  in  his  techynge  discref  and  benygne  SZ^o 

To  drawen  folk*  to  heuene  by  faimesse 

By  good  ensample  /  this  was  his  bisynesse  520 

But*  it*  were  eny  person)  obstynate 

What*  so  he  were  of  heigh  or  lowR  estate 

Hym  wolde  he  snebbe  sharply  for  the  nones  Sz.S' 

A  bettre  prest  I  trowe  fat  nowher  noon  es  524 

He  waitede  aftir  no  pompe  and  reuerence 

Ne  maked  hym  a  spiced  conscience 

Bnt  cristes  lore  /  and  hise  apostles  tnolue 

He  tauhte  /  but  ferst  he  folewed  in  hymselue  528  SZ  o 

With  hym  ther  was  a  plouhman  /  was  his  brojir 

PBTWORTH   16 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


16  GROUP  A.  §  L  OENBBAL  PBOLOQUE.  PotWOrfh  KS. 

That*  hadde  I-lad  of  dong  M  many  a  fothir 

And  a  trewe  swynkere  and  a  good  T^as  he 

Lyvynge  in  pees  /  and  parfif  charite  632 

Grod  loued  he  best*  with  al  his  hole  herte  cimts] 

Atfi  alle  tymes  thonh  he  gamed  or  smerte 

And  than  his  neighbure  nht  as  hymselue  S^7 

He  wolde  thresshe  and  therto  dike  and  delue  536 

For  ciistes  sake  /  for  eueiy  pouere  wight 

With  oute  hire  /  yif  hit  lay  in  his  myght  ^4^ 

Hise  tythis  payed  he  fill  faire  and  wel 

Bothen  of  his  propre  swynke  and  his  catel  540 

In  a  tabbard  he  rood  vp  on  a  mere 

1  her  was  also  a  Beve  and  a  Mellere 

A  somenonr  and  a  Pardoner  also  sff^ 

A  Maunciple  and  my  self  ther  nar  na  mo  544 

rphe  mellere  was  a  strong*  carle  for  the  nones 

■*•  fful  bigge  he  was  /  of  brawne  and  ek«  of  bones 

That  proued  wel  /  for  oueral  thare  he  cam 

Atte  wrastelynge  /  he  wolde  haue  a-wey  the  ram  648  ^^0 

He  was  short  sholdred  a  thicke  knarre 

Ther  was  no  dore  that  he  ne  wolde  heue  of  barre 

Or  breke  it  at*  a  rennynge  with  his  heed 

His  herd  as  any  sowe  or  fox  was  reed  652 

And  therto  brood  as  Jouh  if  were  a  spade  W4" 

Vp  on  the  cop  righf  of  his  nose  he  hade 

A  werte  and  Jeron  stood  a  tuft  of  heres 

Eede  as  the  biysteles  of  a  sowes  eres  556 

His  nose  grilles  blake  were  and  wyde 

A  swerd  and  a  bokelere  bar  he  be  his  side  ^^O 

His  mouthe  as  greet*  was  as  a  greet*  foumeys 

He  was  a  iangelere  and  a  goliardeys  560 

And  that*  was  moosf  of  synne  and  of  harlotryes 

"Wel  couthe  he  stele  com  /  and  tolle  thryes 

And  yif  he  hadde  a  thombe  of  gold  parde  ^SU" 

A  white  cote  and  a  blewe  hood  wered  he  564 

A  bagge-pipe  wel  couthe  he  blowe  and  sowne 
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And  ^rwith  al  he  broulif  us  out*  of  towne 
A    Gentil  manciple  was  J>er  o[f]  a  temple 
-^  Of"  which  a  catonr  myghte  take  enjaample  568  ^lo 

Sot  to  ben  wise  in  bi jnge  of  vitaille 
ffi>r  whe]iii  ]»it  he  payed  /  or  toke  by  taille 
Algate  he  waitede  so  in  his  achate  naftfs*  uck] 

That  he  was  ay  befom  and  in  good  estate  572 

Kow  is  not^  ^t*  of  god  a  fed  fair  grace  <flS' 

That  such  a  lewed  mannes  wit  shal  pace 
The  wysdom  of  an  hepe  of  lemed  men 
Of  maystres  hadde  he  mo  ^an  thries  ten  576 

That  were  of  lawe  experts  an  Cnrions 
Of  wich  ther  was  a  doseyn  in  that*  hons  ^%<^ 

Worthy  to  bene  stywardes  of  Eente  and  lond 
Of  any  lord  that  is  in  Ingelond  580 

To  make  hym  lyue  by  his  propre  good 
In  honour  detteles  but*  if  that*  he  were  wood 
Or  lyne  als  skarsly  as  hjm  lyst  desire  <3'S^ 

And  able  for  to  helpen  al  a  shire  584 

In  any  cas  that  myhte  falle  or  happe 
And  yit  this  Maunciple  sette  ther  althir  cappe 
fThe  Bene  was  a  sclendre  colerik'  man 

*  His  herd  was  shane  /  as  nyhe  as  euer  he  can  588  S^o 

His  heer  was  by  hise  eres  ful  ronnde  yshome 
His  toppe  was  docked  like  a  prest  byfome 
fFul  longe  were  his  l^ges  and  ful  lene 
I-Hke  a  staf  /  ther  was  no  calf>  ysene  592 

Wei  conthe  he  kepe  a  Gamer  or  a  bynne  'S^S' 

Ther  was  none  auditour  conthe  on  hym  wyT^ne 
Wei  wiste  he  /  by  the  drought  and  by  the  reyne 
The  yeldynge  o^  his  seed  /  and  of*  his  greyne  .  59G 

Hise  lordes  sheep^  /  hise  neete  /  hise  dayerio 
His  swyne  /  his  hors  /  his  stoor  /  and  his  pultr^'o  ^  d  o 

Was  hoolly  in  this  reues  gouemynge 
And  by  his  covenafit*  /  yaf  the  rekenynge  600 

Syn  that  his  lord  was  twenty  yeer  of  age 
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Ther  couthe  no  man  biynge  hym  in  arieiage 
Ther  nas  baylyf  ne  herde  nor  othir  hyne  4^ 

That  he  ne  knew  his  alei^te  and  his  coyyne  604 

They  were  a-diad  of  hym  /  as  of  the  deth 
His  wonynge  was  ful  faiie  ypon  an  het£ 
With  grene  trees  /  shadewed  was  his  place 
He  couthe  bettie  than  his  lord  pnichace  608  4 « c 

fful  riche  he  was  astoied  piynely  DMf  9} 

His  lorde  he  con]>e  wel  plese  and  6nb[t]ily 
To  jeue  and  leoB  him  of  his  owne  goode 
To  haue  a  ^onke  and  yif  a  cote  and  hode  612 

In  ^onpe  he  had  leied  a  good  misfcere  ^*^ 

He  was  a  wel  good  wri^f  a  Caipenteie 
This  Reue  satte  ypon  a  wel  good  stof 
Thaf  was  al  pomel  grey  and  bights  scot*  616 

A  longe  Surcote  of  Peers  Tppon  he  hadde 
And  by  his  side  he  bare  a  rusty  blade  4»tLo 

Of  Northfolk  was  >is  Eeue  of  which  I  telle 
Besides  a  toune  men  clepen  it*  Baldewelk  620 

Tukked  he  was  as  is  a  &ere  aboute 
And  euere  he  rode  fe  hynderest^  of  our  route 
A  Somnour  was  ther  wi^  ys  in  that  place  ue^ 

-^  Thaf  had  a  fixry  cherubynes  face  624 

jffor  Sauaeflewme  be  was  wi]^  ^en  narowe 
Ala  bote  he  was  and  leccherous  as  a  sparowe 
With^scalled  browes.  blak*  and  pilled  beerde 
Of  his  visage  children  weren  a-ferde  62$  4^ 

Ther  nas  quyk*  saluei^  litarge  or  bremstofi 
Boras  orsure  no  oyle  of  tartre  noon 
Fe  oynemenf  f&i?  wold[e]  dense  and  byte 
That  him  myghf  helpe  of  his  whelkes  white  632 

K"e  of  [the]  knobbes  sitting*  in  bis  chekes  ^^^ 

Wel  loued  he  garlike,  oynyofls  and  eke  lekes 
And  for  to  drink  strong*  wyne  rede  as  blode 
Than  wolde  he  speke  and  cry  as  he  were  wode  636 

And  whan  [that]  ho  wel  dronken  had  ]>e  wyne 
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Than  wolde  he  speke  no  woide  baf  latyne 
A  fewB  teeimes  had  he  two  or  thre 
Thai^  he  had  lemed  out*  of  som  decree 
No  wonder  is  he  herd  to  al  )»e  day 
And  eke  je  knowen  it*  wel  how  ^t  a  lay 
Can  depe  watt*  as  wel  as  can  ^e  pope 
Bat^  who  so  coa]ra  in  ofev  J>ing*  hjm  grope 
Than  had  he  spent^  al  his  Philosophie 
Ay  qoestio  quid  inris  wold  he  crye 
He  was  a  gentile  harlot*  and  a  kinde 
A  better  felawe  shul[de]  men  not*  fynde 
He  wolde  saf&e  for  a  qnarte  of  wyne 
A  good  felawe  to  hane  his  concabyne 
A  twelne  month  and  excuse  him  ate  fdlle 
£fiil  prraely  eke  a  fiynche  couJ)e  he  ptille 
And  if  he  fonde  owhere  a  good  felawe 
He  wolde  techen  hym  to  han  noon  awe 
In  snd^  caas  of  ye  aichedekens  cois 
Bat^  if  [a]  mannys  sonle  were  in  his  puis 
ffor  in  his  purs  he  8hnld[e]  punshed  be 
Pars  is  ye  eichedekenes  Helle  seide  he 
But*  wel  I  wote  he  lyed  rijt^  in  dede 
Of  cnrrnng*  onjt*  echo  gilty  man  to  drede 
fbr  cnrs  wil  slee  i^t*  as  assoyling  saneth 
And  also  war  hym  of  a  significaixith 
In  daunger  had  he  at  his  owne  gyse 
Ihe  yonge  Oeerles  of  ye  diocise 
And  knewe  her  connsaile  and  what  was  al  her  rede 
A  Gallonde  had  he  sette  vpon  his  hede 
As  grete  as  it  were  for  an  ale  stake 
A  Bokelere  had  he  made  hym  of  a  Cake 
TITith  hym  yet  rode  a  gentile  Pardonei' 
'  '    Of  roimcyoale  his  frende  and  his  compel^ 
Thaf  streght*  was  commen  from  ye  courte  of  Eome 
liiil  lowde  songe  he  come  hidei^  loue  come 
This  somnour  bare  to  hym  a  stif  burdofi 
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Was  nenere  trnmpe  of  half  so  gret*  a  sonfi  « 

This  Pardoner  had  heei  as  jelowe  as  weze 
But  smoth  it<  henge.  as  do]>  a  stiike  of  flexe  676 

By  ounces  henge  his  lockes  ]>af  he  had 
And  ])erwi]>  he  his  shuldeis  oneisprad  &(o 

Buf  thyn  it  lay  by  cnlpons  oon  and  ofi 
But*  hode  for  lolite  -vreied  he  noon  680 

ffbr  if  was  trussed  vp  in  his  walette  Umtm 

Hym  J>ou3f  he  rode  al  of  J>e  newe  gette 
Discheuele  sauf  his  cap  he  rode  al  bare  4t^ 

Suche  glaiyng*  eyen  had  he  as  an  hare  684 

A  vemycle  had  he  se'wed  TX)on  his  cappe 
His  walet*  [lay]  bifom  hun  in  his  lappe 
Bret  fill  of  pardoft  commen  from  Eome  al  hote 
A  Toyce  he  had  as  smal  as  a[ny]  goote  688  49o 

1^0  beerde  ne  had  he.  ne  neu^re  shuld  ha«e 
As  smoth  it*  was  as  if  were  late  shaue 
I  trowe  he  were  a  gelding*  or  a  mare 
Buf  of  his  craff  fiom  Barwik*  into  ware  692 

Ne  was  fer  suche  a  nojer  pardonera  ^HS 

ffbr  in  his  male  he  had  a  pilowbere 
Which  ^at  he  seide  was  oure  lady  yaile 
He  seide  he  had  a  gobef  of  ]>e  saile  696 

Thaf  seynf  Peter  had  whan  Jat  he  wenf 
Vpon  fe  see  to  Ih^^u  crist  hym  henf  "700 

He  had  a  croys  of  laton  ful  of  stones 
And  in  a  glas  he  had[de]  p^es  bones  700 

Buf  wi]>  ]>ise  relikes  whan  ]>af  he  fonde 
A  poor[e]  person  dwellyng*  vpon  londe 
Vpon  a  day  he  gate  hym  more  money*  toi' 

Pen  fe  the  persone  gate  in  MonJ)es  tweye  704 

And  ]>us  wi]>  f eyned  flateryng  and  lapes 
He  made  fe  Person  and  pe  puple  his  apes 
Buf  trew[e]ly  to  tellen  af  pQ  laste 

He  was  in  chirche  a  noble  ecclenaste  70S  ^  10 

Wei  cou]>e  he  rede  a  lessofi  or  a  storye 
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Bat^  al^evbest  he  song*  an  offertorie 

ffor  wel  he  wisf  whan  fa.^  songe  was  songe 

He  jDoete  preche  and  wel  afile  his  tonge  712 

To  Wynne  silaer  as  he  [right]  wel  cowdo  "^  '^^ 

Thei&ie  he  songe  so  meiily  and  lowde 

\row  haTe  I  tolld  jon  so^ly  in  a  danse 

'^  The  astaaf.  ]>e  aray.  pe  nomhie  and  eke  fe  cause     716 

Why  yai?  assembled  was  ^is  companye  oeaf  io,imoIO 

In  Snthwerk  af  fis  gentil  hostiye  7^0 

That*  highf  fe  Tabard  fast6  by  fe  belle 

Bnt^  nowe  is  tyme  to  300  foito  telle  720 

Howe  ]»t^  we  beien  ys  paJb  like  nyght* 

Whan  [we]  were  in  pat*  Hostile  a-lighf 

And  after  wil  I  tellen  of  onr  yiage  1  t,S' 

And  al  fe  remenatmt  of  onr  Pilgrymage  724 

Bnf  fuist*  I  prey  jon  of  jonre  cnrtesie 

That  ^  ne  rette  it*  not*  my  yilanye 

^  ])af  I  pleynly  speke  in  pis  matera 

To  telle  3on  her  woides  and  her  chere  728  *^3o 

Ne  ]K)n^e  he  speke  her  wordes  pr^^prely 

ffor  pis  30  knowen  as  wel  as  I 

Who  so  shal  telle  a  tale  after  a  man 

He  mote  reheroe  as  nyghe  as  ener  he  can  732 

Enmche  word  if*  if  be  in  his  charge  IZS 

Al  speke  he  nenere  so  rudely  and  large 

Or  ellis  he  mote  telle  his  tale  vntrewe 

Or  leyne  pinggis  or  fynde  wordes  newe  736 

He  may  nof  spare  al  pongh  he  were  his  broper' 

He  mot*  also  wel  say.  00  word  as  another'  l^o 

Ciisf  spak  him  self  ful  brode  in  holy  writte 

And  wel  je  wote  no  vilanye  is  itte  740 

Eke  Plato  seip  who  so  can  hjm  rede 

The  wordes  mote  be  cosyn  to  pe  dede 

AIbo  I  prey  3on  [to]  forjeue  if  me  74^5" 

Al  haue  I  uof  sette  folk  in  her  degre  744 

Here  in  pis  tale  as  paf  thei  shnld^  stonde 
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My  witie  is  aiiort*  je  may  wel  vnderstonde 

/^lete  cheie  made  onie  hooste  ys  eu^rechoil 

^  And  to  fe  soper  sette  he  ys  anofi  746  ISO 

He  sertied  ys  wit&  Yitailles  at  fe  best* 

Stronge  was  ^e  wyne  and  wel  [to]  drink*  ys  lest^ 

A  semely  man  oar  hooste  was  wi^  alt 

ffor  to  [han]  bene  a  marshal  in  an  hatt  752 

A  laige  man  he  was  with  yen  stepe  drntui  14*^ 

A  fairer  Surges  is  [ther]  none  in  chepe 

Bold  of  his  speche.  and  wise  and  wel  ytaujt 

And  of  manhode  hym  laGked[e3  right*  naughf  756 

Eke  ]7erto  he  was  righf  a  mery  man 

And  after  sopere  pleyen  he  bygan  "^40 

And  spak  of  myrth  omonge  0^  ]>inge8 

Whan  that*  we  had[de}  made  our  rekenyngges  76Q 

And  seide  yua.  now  loidingges  trewly 

^e  bene  to  me  welcome  r^f  hertely 

ffbr  be  my  tronye  if  fat*  I  shal  not  lye  ^^^T 

I  se^h  not*  jia  ^ere  so  meiy  a  companye  764 

At*  ones  in  f  is  harborowe  as  is  nowe 

&yne  wold  I  do  jou  merthe  wist*  I  howe 

And  of  a  mer^  I  am  right*  now  by-])ought* 

To  dofi  30U  ease  and  it  shal  coste  nou^t  768  17  o 

3e  gone  to  canterbery  god  30U  spede 
]>e  blisful  martii'.  quite  ^ou  30U1'  mede 
And  wel  I  wote.  as  je  goon  by  f  e  way 
3e  shapen  30U  to  talen  and  to  pley  772 

ffor  trewly  conforte  ne  myrthe  is  non  ^^^ 

To  riden  by  fe  wey  dombe  as  a  stone 
And  ]>erfor  wil  I.  make  30U  disporte 
As  I  seide  erste  and  don  30U  som  conforte  776 

And  if  30U  like])  alle  by  oon  assente 
[Now]  fforto  stonden  at  my  luggemente  *)8o 

And  forto  worchen  as  I  shal  30U  seie 
To  morowe  whan  ^e  riden  by  fe  weie  780 

Now  be  my  faders  soole  ])at*  is  dede 
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Baf  ^e  be  meiy.  I  wil  jeae  30a  my  hede 

Holde  Tp  ^oture  hondes  wip  oaf  more  epeche  ^S^ 

Our  coansaile  waa  not  longd  for  to  seche  784 

Ys  Jwu^f  it  was  not  /  Tf or^e  to  make  to  wis 

And  grannted  hym  wi^  onte  more  avis 

And  bad  him  seie  his  veiedit  as  him  lest* 

Loidingges  quod  he  nowe  herkene]?  for  ye  best*  788  79  o 

Baf^  take  it*  not*  I  piei  3011  in  disdeyne  {leaf  ii^bMsk] 

This  is  fe  point*  to  speke  short*  and  pleyne 

That*  eche  of  jon  to  shorts  wij)  our  waye 

In  ^is  Tiage  shal  telle  tallies  twaye  793 

To  Cannterbery  wani  I  mene  it  so  "^9^ 

And  homwaides  he  shal  telle  o^^re  twoo 

Of  anentnres  y&V  han  whilom  bi&lle 

And  which  of  30a  ^at*  bere^  hym  besf  of  alle  796 

|at*  is  to  sey  paif  telle])  in  ^is  cas 

Tales  of  best*  sentence  and  most*  solas  %^o 

shal  bane  a  sopeie  af  our  alder  cost* 

Her  in  fHa  place  sitting*  by  fiB  post*  800 

Whan  pat*  we  common  ageyn  from  Ganterbnzye 

And  forto  make  30a  ye  more  meiye 

I  wH  my  selnen  goodly  wif  30U  ride  %o^ 

Bight*  at  myne  owne  cost*  and  be  ^oni'  gide  804 

And  who  so  wil  my  Ingemenf  wi^ye 

Shal  pay  al  jMit*  we  spenden  by  ye  weye 

And  if  3e  Toache  sauf  pat*  it*  be  so 

Telle  me  anoon  wip  oaten  wordes  moo  808  Z  lO 

And  I  witt  erly  shape  me  perfore 

pis  pinge  was  graanted  and  our  opes  swore 

Wip  fal  glad  hert*  and  preien  hym  also 

pat^  he  wolde  voachesauf  so  to  do  812 

And  pat*  he  wolde  be  oar  goaemooi'  %  ^S 

And  of  our  tales  Ingge  and  roportoni* 

And  sette  a  sopere  at*  a  certeyn  price 

And  we  wold  rewled  bene  at  his  deoice  816 

In  h^he  and  loogh  and  pas  by  on  assent* 
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We  hene  accorded  to  fe  Inggemenf  ^t o 

And  ^er  vpon  ^e  wyne  was  fette  anon 

We  dionken  and  to  rest6  wente  echofl  820 

Wi^  oate  enj  lenger  tariyng^ 

On  moTO-we  whan  ]>e  day  [bi]gan  to  spiynge 

Vp  roos  onre  hooste  and  was  onre  aldei'  Cok  tx^ 

And  gadeied  vs  to  gideie  in  a  flok.  824 

And  for]>  we  riden  a  litel  more  ]>an  paas  Umtiti 

Ynto  fe  waterings  of  Seyni^  Thomas 

And  yei  onr  hooste  gan  his  hois  areste 

And  seide  loides  haikene]»  if  yow  leste  828  %3o 

^  wote  jonre  forward  and  I  it  ^n  reco»} 

If  euensonge  and  morowsonge  accor<{ 

Laf  see  nowe  who.  shal  telle  ^  firsf  tale 

As  euer  mote  I  drinks  wyne  or  ale  832 

Who  so  be  lebeijt  to  my  Inggement  S^ 

Shal  paye  for  al  ]>at*  by  ]>e  way  is  spent* 

Now  drawe]>  Cuf  er  faf  we  £eTfer  twynne 

Whi(^  ])af  ha^  ye  shortest  shal  bygynne  836 

%  Sii'  knyght*  quod  he  my  maister  and  my  loide 

Now  drowe^  Cutte  for  ]>at*  is  myn  accorde  S4o 

Commeth  nere  qt^d  he  my  lady  piioresse 

And  je  sir  Clerk  laf  be  3oure  shamfiEbBtnesse  840 

Ne  stodieth  nonjf  lay  honde  to  euery  man 

Anoa  to  drawe  every  wighf  bygan 

And  shortely  forto  tellen  as  if  was  %^^ 

Were  if  be  auenture  or  sorf  or  cas  844 

The  so>e  is  ]>is  ^  Cuf  fille  to  pe  knyjf 

Of  which  fall  glad  and  blife  was  euery  wijf 

And  tellen  he  most  his  tale  as  if  was  resofi 

By  forward  and  by  compo[si]cion  848  t^o 

As  ^e  han  herde  whaf  needef  wordes  moo 

And  whan  fia  good  man  seeg^  ]»kf  if  was  soo 

As  he  ])af  wise  was  and  obedient 

To  kepen  his  forward  by  his  fre  assenf  862 

He  seide  Afea  I  shal  bygynne  pe  game  XSS' 
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Whal^  ireloome  be  fe  Cntte  a  goddis  name 

Now  ]af  Y8  ride  and  harkene^  what  I  saye 

And  wi]i  ^t'  won)  we  riden  forJ>  our  waye  856 

And  [he]  byganne  wi]i  ri^t  a  meiy  chere 

HiB  tale  anofi  and  seide  as  je  may  here  S^o 

^  lam  qiie  domos  patrias  adfhice  post  aspera  gentis : 
Trelia  lanzigero  fto.  Thus  end6>  >e  Frologe  of  J^is 
Boike. 
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q  ffitbula  militU.    Here  bygynnej)  fhe  knyghtes  tale. 

TTThilom  was  /  as  olde  stories  tellen  ys  [iMf  12,  bMk] 

'*    A  woT]9i  duk*  highf  iheseus  860 

Of  Athenes  he  was  loid  and  gonemour 
And  in  his  tyme  suche  a  Gonquerom^ 
That  gretter  was  [ther]  noon  vnder  pe  sunne  t^JT 

fiPiil  many  a  riche  contie  had  he  wonne  864 

What*  mf  his  wisdom  and  his  chynalzye 
He  conquered  al  fe  regno  of  femynye 
Thaf  whilom  was  ycleped  Sithia 

And  wedded[e]  ]>e  quene  ypolita  868  t^o 

And  hroujf  her  home  wi]?  hym  to  his  cuntre 
Whitb  moch  glorie  and  gref  solempnite 
And  eke  her  ^enge  suster  Emelie 

And  ]}us  with  victorie  and  with  melodye  872 

Lat  I  fiB  nohle  Duke  to  Athenes  ride  &^^ 

And  al  his  hooste  in  armes  hym  beside 
And  certes  if  it*  nere  to  longe  to  here 
I  wold  hane  tolde  folly  ])e  manere  876 

Howe  wonnen  was  pe  Eeaume  of  fifemyny 
By  Theseus  and  by  his  Chiualrye  %^^ 

And  of  pe  grete  bataiUe  for  pe  nones 
Bytwyxen  Athenes  and  amazones  880 

And  howe  asseged  was  ypolita 
The  faire  ladye  qune  of  Scithia 

And  of  ])e  feesf  ])at<  was  at  her  weddings  SU" 

And  of  ]>e  tempesf  at  her  home  commynge  884 

Buf  al  ])af  pinff  I  mof  as  nowe  forbere 
I  haue  god  wote  a  large  feelde  to  ere 
And  weike  bene  pe  oxen  in  my  plough 

The  remenatmte  of  ye  tale  is  long  ynogh  888  %9o 

I  wil  nof  letten  eke  noon  of  ]ns  route 
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lat^  eaezy  f elave  telle  his  tale  aboate 

And  lat  se  nowe  who  shal  pe  soper  wyime 

And  ber  I  Mte:  IirU.BAemhygymie  ^U^rmk  in  the  MS.  trtiK} 

^^    ^  y  .^  cw  IndpW  namusSo  plens  Militia. 

rnhis  Dvtk  of  whom  I  make  menciotm  [iMf  iq   8<^4* 

-^  Whan  he  was  commen  almost*  to  pe  tonn 

In  al  his  wele  and  his  most  Pride 

He  was  war  as  he  casf  his  eyen  atside  896 

Where  ]yaf  )^r  kneled  in  ye  higha  waye 

A  companye  of  ladys  twey  and  tweye  ^oo 

Eche  after  oyer  clad  in  cloj^es  blake 

Bnl^  sache  a  crye  and  sndi  a  woo  pei  make  900 

Thaf  in  ]ns  worlde  [n]is  creature  lynynge 

That*  herde  suche  a-noJ»er  wamentinge 

And  of  yia  crie  ^i  nolda  neuere  stynte  9o^ 

HI  ]}ei  ^  Eeynes  of  his  bridel  hente  904 

Whaf  folk  bene  ^e  ]yaf  af  myn  home  commyngd 

Pertourben  so  my  feest[e]  wif  criynge 

Quod  Theseus  haue  30  so  grete  envie 

Of  myn  honour  ^t  ynB  comple3m  and  crye  908  ^  >  o 

Or  who  ha]y  30a  mysdone  or  offended 

Telle])  me  if  it*  may  be  amendef 

And  whi  ])at*  ^e  bene  eloped  }ms  in  blak 

The  eldest  lady  of  hem  al[le]  spak  912 

Whan  she  had  swowned  wif  a  dedly  chere  9  fS^ 

^t^  if  was  rauth^  forto  sene  and  here 

She  seide  lord  to  whom  fortune  ha])  3euen 

Victorie  and  as  a  conquerowr  to  lyueu  916 

Ifaf  grene])  vs  ^onre  glory  and  jour  honowr 

Bat*  we  biseke  mercy  aiid  socour  ^  ^  O 

Haue  mercy  on  our  woo  and  our  distresse 

Some  drope  of  Pite  ])OTgh  yi  genteLiesse  920 

Vpon  vs  wrecched  wommen  laf  nowe  falle 

ffor  certes  lord  yer  is  noon  of  vs  alle 

That*  she  ne  ha]>  bene  a  doches  or  a  queue  92L^ 

Kowe  bene  we  Catyues  as  if  is  wel  sene  924 

Thonked  be  fortune  and  her  falB[e]  qwhele 
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))at  noon  estate  ensure])  forto  bene  wele 
Now  certes  lonf  to  abide  ^our  presence 

Here  in  fi&  temple  of  ]ye  goddes  clemence  928  ^^o 

We  han  be  wayting«  al  jjis  fourt[e]ny3t*  Liear]s,bMki 

Helpe[^]  Ys  lord  si])  if  is  in  pi  myght 
I  wiecche  whicll  ]yaf  wepe  and  weile  ]}ns 
Whilom  was  wif  to  king^  Cappaneus  932 

Thaf  starfe  af  Thebes  cursed  be  pat  day  95^ 

'And  alle  we  ])at<  bene  in  fia  araye 
And  maken  al  pis  lamentaciot^n 

We  losten  alle  our  husbondes  at<  pat  toun  936 

While  ]yaf  pe  assege  ])er  aboute  lay 

And  ^if  nowe  pe  olde  Creon  weiUaway  ^4o 

Thaf  lord  is  nowe  of  Thebes  Cite 

jQFnlfilled  of  yre  and  of  inlquite  940 

He  for  despite  and  for  his  tyrannye 
T6  doon  pe  dede  bodys  vilenye 

Of  al  our  lordes  which  ])at  ben^  sclawe  9  AS" 

Ha])  al  pe  bodies  on  an  hepe  ydrawe  944 

And  wol  nof  suffre  hem  by  nofi  assenf 
Neifere  to  bene  yburied  nei]>er  brenf 
Buf  make])  houndes  ete  hem  in  despif 

And  Ydp  ])af  word  wMouten  more  respif  948  ^4^0 

])ei  fiUen  a  Gruf"  and  criden  pitously 
Haue  on  vs  wrecched  women  som  mercy 
And  laf  oure  sorowe  synken  in  ])i  herf 
IT  This  gentel  duke  doune  from  his  courser*  sterf  952 

WiJ)  herte  pitous  whan  he  herde  hem  speke  ^^^ 

Him  foujte  J)af  his  herf  wold  alto-breke 
Whan  he  seegh  hem  so  pitous  and  so  mate 
J)at  whilom  were[n]  of  so  grete  aatate  956 

And  in  his  armcs  he  hem  aUe  yp  hente 
And  hem  conforte])  in  ful  good  entente  ^^ 

And  swore  his  ofe  as  he  was  trewe  kny^f 
He  wold^j  done  so  ferforfly  his  myjf  960 

Vppon  the  Tirant  Creon  hem  to  wreke 

PBTWORTH  28 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


GROUP  A.   §  8.  KsaoHT's  TALE.  Fetwoith  MS.     29 

^  alle  ye  pnple  of  Grece  shnld  speke 

How  Cieon  was  of  Theseus  yserueJ  9^-6" 

As  he  ^t  had  his  dep  ful  wel  deserued  964 

And  light*  anofi  wit^outen  more  abode  DMif  14 

His  hanei^  he  displeied  and  for]>  rode 

To  Thebes  ward  and  al  his  hooste  beside 

No  ner  Athenes  wold  he  goo  ne  ride  968   ^lo 

Ne  take  his  case  fuUi  half  a  day 

Buf  onward  on  his  way  ])af  ny^t*  he  lay 

And  sent  anoon  ypolita  the  quene 

And  Emelye  hii'  yong^  sustre  Shene  972 

Ynto  fe  tonne  of  Athenes  to  dwelle  9*>^ 

And  toTfe  he  ritte  pet  la  no  more  to  telle 

The  lede  statne  of  Mars  wi]y  spere  and  taige 

So  shyne])  in  his  white  baner  large  976 

yei  alle  the  feeldes  glyteren  yp  and  doun 

And  by  his  baner  bom  is  hys  pynyo?/n  9So 

Of  gold  fdl  riche  in  which  Jyer  was  ybete 

ye  Mynataox'  which  ]yat  he  wan  in  Crete  980 

Urns  nf\f  ]?is  duk.  thus  ri3f  ])is  conqt^eroni' 

And  in  his  ooste  of  Chyoalrye  ]>e  floui' 

Til  ^t>  he  come  to  Thebes  and  alight*  qs^ 

ffiiiie  in  a  felde  yei  as  he  poji^V  to  fi^t*  984 

Bat*  shortely  forto  speken  of  ]ds  ])ing* 

Wi&  Cieon  whiche  y&t  was  of  Thebes  king* 

He  &nghf  and  sclowgh  him  manly  as  a  knyght 

In  pleyn  bataille  and  put*  ye  folk*  to  flight*  988  ^90 

And  by  assent*  he  wan  the  Cite  after' 

And  rent*  adoun  hoy  walle  spare  and  rafter' 

And  to  ye  ladies  he  restored  ageyfi 

ye  bones  of  her  frendes  ]yaf  were  scleyfi  992 

To  done  obsequies  as  was  ye  gyse  ^  W 

But*  it*  were  al  to  longe  forto  devise 

The  grete  clamour  and  ye  wamentynge 

]}at^  ^e  ladies  made  at  ye  brennynge  996 

Of  ye  bodies  and  ye  grete  honour' 
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Thaf  tlieseiis  pe  noble  conqneroxii'  looo 

Do))  to  ]?e  Ixxlies  whan  ]>ei  f&om  hym  wenf 

Buf  sliortely  to  telle  is  myn  entenf  1000 

Whan  fai  ])is  wor])i  Duke  ]yis  thesens  neaf  14^  teck] 

Hajj  Creon  sclayn  and  wonne  Thehes  fns 

Stille  in  paif  felde  he  toke  al  nyjf  his  resf  o^ 

And  did  wijy  al  ))e  centre  as  hym  lest*  1004 

To  Eansake  in  pe  caas  of  pe  bodies  dede 

Hem  for  to  stripe  of  hameyes  and  of  wede 

The  pilours  dyden  bysynesse  and  Cure 

Aftere  j)e  bataille  and  pQ  discomfiture  1008   *oo 

And  so  bifelle  ]}af  in  ]>e  caas  pei  founde 

jjorgfi  girt*  wif  many  a  greuous  blody  wounde 

Two  yonge  knyghtes  ligging"  by  and  by 

Bothen  in  armes  same  wroujt*  ful  richelie  1012 

Of  whiche  two  Arcita  highf  thaf  oon  'X 

And  J)af  ojere  knyjf  highf  Palamon 

Nof  fully  quyk  ne  fully  d&de  Jei  were 

But  by  her  cote  armours  afid  by  her  gere  1016 

The  herowdes  knewe  hem  self  in  special 

As  pei  ]}af  were[n]  of  pe  blood  Eiatt  ^o 

Of  Thebes,  and  of  sustren  two  ybom 

Out  of  pe  caas  fe  Pilours  ban  hem  torn  1020 

And  ban  hem  caiied  soff  vnto  ]ye  tenf 

Of  Theseus  and  he  ful  sone  hem  senf 

To  Athenes  to  dwellen  in  Prisofi  xs^ 

Perpetuelly  hem  nolde  he  nof  raunsoli  1024 

And  whan  this  wor))i  Duke  ha))  ))us  ydofl 

He  toke  his  ooste  and  home  he  ritte  anon 

Wijj  laurere  corowned  as  a  conqueroui^ 

And  fer  he  lyue])  in  loie  and  in  honoui'  1028  *  o3  o 

Teerme  of  his  lif.  whaf  nede]y  wordes  moo 

And  in  a  toure  in  anguish  and  in  woo 

DweUen  pia  Palamon  and  eke  aicite 

flfor  eueimore  Jer  may  no  golcl  hem  quyte  1032 

This  passe])  yere  by  yere  and  day  by  day  -S^ 
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Tni  it^  fille  oDjB  in  a  moiowe  of  May 

That  Emely  ^t*  faiier  was  to  sene 

Than  is  fe  lyle  vpon  his  stalke  grene 

And  freaaker  ]yan  fe  may  vdp  flouies  newe 

ffoT  wi]»  ye  IO06  colour  strof  hir  hwe 

I  not*  whicfi  was  fe  fediei  of  hem  twoo 

Er  if  were  day  as  was  her  wone  to  doo 

J3he  was  a-iisen  and  al  a  ledy  dight 

ffoT  May  wil  haue  no  scloggaidy  on  nyjf 

The  seson  piicketh  eueiy  gentile  herf 

And  make])  hit*  ont*  of  his  slepe  to  steit< 

And  sithen  arise  and  doo  May  obseruatmce 

This  make))  Emely  to  haue  lemembrannce 

To  dofi  hononr  to  May  and  foito  rise 

Yclo])ed  was  she  fires^  forto  deyise 

IT  Her  ^elowe  heer  was  bieided  in  a  tresse 

Behynde  her  hak.  a  ^eerde  longe  y  gesse 

And  in  fe  gaidyne  af  sonne  yprisf 

She  walke))  vp  and  doiin  and  as  her  list* 

She  gadeie])  flonies  partie  white  and  redo 

To  make  a  subtile  garlonde  for  her  hede 

And  as  an  aungel  heuenly  she  song9 

The  grete  toure  ^t  was  so  ])ikke  and  stronge 

Whi<£  of  fe  castel  was  fe  chief  dongeon 

There  as  fe  knyghtes  weren  in  ^inaon 

Of  which  I  tolke  jowe  and  telle  shaft 

Was  enene  loynanf  to  ^  gardyil  watt 

Ther  as  ])is  Emely  had  her  ploying* 

Brijf  was  ye  sonne  and  cleer  in  psA  momyng* 

And  palamon  ])is  woful  prisoners 

As  was  his  wonne  by  lieue  of  his  Gaillere 

Was  rysen  and  romed  in  a  chamber  on  high 

In  which  he  al  fe  noble  Cite  segh 

And  eke  pe  gardyne  ful  of  braunches  grene 

Ther  as  pe  firessh  emelye  ^e  shene 

Was  in  her  walk  and  romed  yp  and  doun 

PETWORTH  31 


1036 

OMfU] 

1040 


4r 
1044 


1048  t^^O 


1052 


1066 
1060 


1064 


1068    >o76 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


3S     GBOUP  A.    §  8.    KNIGHI^S  TAUL    PetWIOrtlL  MS. 

This  soiiful  prisoner  ]ns  Falaxnotm 

Go]y  in  ])e  Chambre  romyng  to  and  froo 

And  to  him  self  compleynyng  of  his  woo  1072 

That*  he  was  bom  fdl  ofte  seide  alias  D«sf  is^teck]  7-^ 

And  so  byf elle  by  auentore  or  caas 

That  ]yorowe  a  wyndowe  ]yikke  of  mony  a  barro 

Of  yren  grete  and  square  as  eny  sparre  1076 

He  cast*  his  eyen  ypon  Emelia 

A[nd]  ferwip  al  he  bleynte  and  cried  A  to 

As  ^n^e  he  stongen  were  vnto  )e  hert* 

And  wijy  ]yat  crie  Arcyte  anofi  yp  sterf  1080 

And  seide  Cosyn  myne  what*  ealep  ]ye 

That<  art*  so  pale  and  dedly  on  to  see 

Whi  cridesf  ]yowe  who  ha]y  ]ye  dofi  offence  f^T 

fifor  goddis  lone .  take  al  in  pacience  1084 

Oni'  prisofi  for  if  may  noon  others  be 

ffortone  hath  jeue  vs  fis  aduersite 

Som  ynkke  aspecte  or  disposicion 

Of  Satume  by  som  constella(fl^  1088  t^Ho 

Ha]y  ^euen  by  pia  al  poufe  he  had  hit*  sworii 

So  stode  ^e  heuene  whan  ]yat*  we  were  borfl 

We  mote  endure  it  ]yis  is  short*  and  playn) 

This  Falamon  answer^  and  seide  agayfi  1092 

Cosyn  forsoj)  of  Jris  opynyofi  9^ 

Thow  hast*  a  veyn  ymagynacioli 

This  prison  caused  me  not*  [for]  to  crio 

But  I  was  hirt  r^t*  nowe  ]yorgh  out*  mjn  ye  1096 

Into  myn  hert*  ))at*  wil  my  bane  be 

The  faimesse  of  jyat*  lady  ]}at*  I  see  •  lOo 

3onde  in  pe  gard3me  romyng*  to  and  fro 

Is  cause  of  al  my  criyng  and  my  woo  /  1100 

I  nof  where  she  be  womman  or  goddesse 

But  Yenus  is  it  so]>ly  as  I  gesse 

And  ]yerwi])al  on  knees  dotm  he  fille  of 

And  seide  Venus  if  it  be  ])i  wille  1104 

3owe  in  ]}is  gardyne  ]»us  to  transfigure 
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Bifore  me  soiiful  -wiecched  creature 

Out*  of  fia  Prison  helpe  ]yat*  we  mowe  scape 

And  if  so  be  my  destany  be  shape  1108   '<<o 

By  etezne  worde  to  dyen  in  pr»ofl  CiMifie] 

Of  onre  lynage  haue  som  compassion 

That  is  so  lowe  ybroujt*  hy  tyrannye 

And  wif  faf?  word  aicite  gan  aspie  1112 

Where  as  Jns  lady  romed  to  and  fix)o  i^ 

And  wi^  J»f  8i3t*  her  hewte  hiote  hym  soo 

J»t^  if  y&i^  Palamon  was  wounded  sore 

Arcite  is  hurte  as  moche  as  he  or  more  1116 

And  yrip  a  sighe  he  seide  pitonsly 

fe  fneahe  bewte  slee^  me  sodeynly  Z  o 

Of  hni'  J»t<  rome^  in  3onder  place 

And  bnf  if  I  hane  her  mercy  and  her  grace  1120 

^t*  I  may  seen  hii*  atte  leeste  way 

I  ne  am  but*  dede  ^r  nys  no  more  to  say 

This  Palamon  whan  he  ))ise  wordes  herde  t.S' 

Dispitously  he  loked  and  answerde  1124 

Wheder  seist*  ]>ou  pis  in  emest  or  in  pleye 

Kay  qnod  Arcite  in  emest*  be  my  feye 

God  helpe  me  so  me  lesf  fill  enel  play 

This  Palamon  gan  knytte  his  browes  tway  1 128  » "  3  o 

It  were  to  the  quod  he  no  gret*  honour^ 

ffor  to  be  fals  ne  for  to  be  traitoiir 

To  me  ]yat  am  pi  Cosyn  and  ]n  bro]yer 

Iswome  ful  depe  and  eche  of  vs  to  ofev  1132 

That*  neuere  for  to  dyen  in  J>e  peyil  J^ 

m  faif  fe  de))e  departe  shal  ys  tweyfl 

Kei^r  in  loue  to  hynder  ofei^ 

Ne  in  noon  dj>er  caas  my  lief  broj^ex'  1136 

But*  faP  yon  shuldest  trewly  fer]yermore 

In  euery  caas  and  I  shal  forther  ]ye  ])ore  46 

fia  was  j^ine  othe  and  myn  also  certeyn 

I  wote  rgt?  wele  fow  darst  it  not  wijjseyfl  1  HO 

Thus  art  )k>w  of  my  counsel  out  of  doute 
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And  nowe  ]you  woldest  falsly  ben  aboute 

To  loue  my  lady  whom  I  lone  and  seme  4^' 

And  euer  shal  to  ]yat<  myn  hert^  sterue  1144 

Now  certes  fals  Aidte  pow  shalf  not*  so  OMf  le^  bMk] 

I  loued  her  fiisf  and  tolde  pQ  my  woo 

As  to  my  coonsaile  and  my  bro])er  sworn 

To  ioTpeie  me  as  I  haue  tolde  bifom  1 148  1  i4b 

ffor  whicli  ]yow  arf  ybonnden  as  a  knyght* 

To  helpe  me  if  it*  lay  in  pi  myght* 

Or  ellis  arf  fan  fSeds  I  dar  wel  sayn 

This  arcite  fol  prudently  spak  agayn  1 152 

Thow  shalt*  quod  he  be  ra^er  fals  ])an  I  ^T 

But*  ]k)u  art*  fals  I  telle  ]>e  witterly 

ffor  paramour  I  loued  her  first  }a,n  ]you 

What*  wilt*  fow  seyn .  Jk)u  wist*  it*  not*  jit  nowe  1156 

Whedere  she  be  a  womman  or  goddes 

Thyne  is  affeccion  of  holynes  ^ 

And  myne  is  loue  as  to  a  creature 

ffor  which  I  tolde  ^  myn  auentuie  1160 

As  to  my  cosyn  and  to  my  brofere  sworfi 

I  pose  ])af  ]>ou  louedest*  hui'  biforfi 

Woosf  Jow  not*  wel  ]>e  olde  clerkes  sawe  4^ 

pB,i  who  shal  jeue  a  louer  eny  lawe      T  M«  legan  da*  MiiaiitibBP 

Loue  is  a  gretter  lawe  by  my  pan 

fan  may  be  jeue  to  eny  erfely  man 

And  ]>erfor  positif  lawe  and  swich  decree 

Is  broke  al  day  for  loue  in  echo  degre  1168  1170 

A  man  mote  nodes  loue  mawgre  his  hede 

He  may  not*  fleen  if  f  Jwuje  he  shxild  be  dede 

Al  be  she  mayde  or  widowe  or  ellis  wif 

And  eke  it  is  nof  likly  al  ]yi  Hff  1172 

To  stonden  in  her  grace  no  more  shal  I  '^^T 

ffor  wel  fou  woost  pi  self[e]  verrely 

]yat  ]k)u  and  I  bene  dampned  to  pnran 

Pcrpetuelly  vs  geyneth  no  raunsoft  1176 

We  stryuen  as  [did]  houndes  for  fe  boon 
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yei  fooghten  alday  and  ^it*  her  parte  iras  noil  %^ 

pen  come  a  kite  while  fat  pel  were  so  wiot& 

)fti  bare  away  fe  boon  bitwene  hem  botfi  1180 

Ak  ^0rfore  at  ye  kingges  conrte  my  brothei'  [leaf  i7] 

Echo  man  for  him  self  fet  is  noon  o^i* 

Lone  if  ^  list,  for  I  lone  and  ay  shal  ^X* 

And  Boylj  lene  bro^r  ^is  is  att  1184 

Here  in  ^is  prison  mote  we  endure 

And  euericfi  of  ts  take  his  anentore 

Grete  was  pe  strif  and  longe  bytwix  hem  tweye 

If  ^t^  I  had  leisere  for  to  seye  1188 1'^^ 

But  to  piB  effect  I[t]  hapned  on  a  day 

To  teUen  yowe  as  aoplj  as  I  may 

A  wor^  dud  ]yati  hight*  Perothens 

}a»  ffelawe  was  Tnto  due  Theseus  1 192 

Si^  ^ilk  day  Jyat*  ^i  weren  children  lite  ^^ 

Was  commen  to  Athenes  his  felawe  to  yisite 

And  forto  pley  as  he  was  wont*  to  doo 

Sdt  in  ))is  worlde  he  loued  no  man  soo  1196 

And  he  loued  him  also  tenderly  ageyn 

So  wel  ]>ei  loued  as  olde  bokes  seyn  /  »Zo« 

That^  whan  ^t  oon  was  dede  eoply  to  telle 

His  felowe  went*  and  soujt  him  doun  in  helle  1200 

But  of  J»t  storie  list*  me  nof  to  write 

Due*  Perotheus  loued  wel  areite 

And  had  him  knowe  at  Thebes  yere  by  yere  ^^ 

And  fynaly  at*  ^e  request*  and  preiere  1204 

Of  P^rotheus  wi^  out*  ony  raunsofi 

Duel  iheseus  him  lete  out*  of  Prison 

ffiely  to  goon  wher  ^t*  him  list  ou^ral 

In  suche  a  gise  as  I  you  telle  shafi*  1208  '^fO 

This  was  Je  forward  pleynly  for  to  endite 

Bitwene  Theseus  and  hym  iercite 

That*  if  so  were  jyaf  areite  were  founde 

Kuer  in  his  lif  be  day  or  ny^t  or  stounde  1212 

In  eny  cuntre  of  this  theseus  '^"^ 
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And  lie  were  kaughf  it  was  acorded  ])us 
That*  wijy  a  swerde  he  shuld  lese  his  hede 
])er  nas  non  o))er  remedy e  ne  rede  1216 

But  take])  his  leue  and  homwardf  he  hym  spedde  Dmtn,  imki 
Laf  hym  be  war  his  nek  lith  to  wedde  2Lo 

How  grete  a  sorowe  suffrej)  nowe  arcite 
The  deth  he  fele))  ))orgh  his  hert^  smyte  1220 

He  wepe))  and  weile))  and  cnef  pitously 
To  sleen  hym  self  he  waiteth  pnuely 
He  saide  Alias  Jat  day  j>at  1  was  borfl  j^^- 

Now  is  my  p?7son  wore  than  [was]  befora  1224 

"Nowe  is  me  shape  etemaly  to  dwelle 
Nou^t*  in  piugotorye .  but"  in  helle 
Alias  fa,V  eueie  I  knewe  Perotheus 

ffor  ellis  had  I  ydwelled  with  theseus  1228  >  ^  ^  o 

Tfetezed  in  his  prison  euermoo 
Than  had  I  bene  in  blisse  and  not*  in  woo 
Only  j>e  sight*  of  hex*  whom  Jat  I  serue 
Thoow  ])at  I  neuere  hii'  grace  may  desemo  1232 

Wold  haue  ysuffised  right  ynowe  for  me  •^■^* 

Oo  dere  Cosyn  Palamon  quod  he 
Thine  is  ]ye  yictorie  of  )>is  auenture 

ffiil  blisfally  in  prison  my3f  ]>ou  dure  1236 

In  prison  certes  nay  but  paradis 

Wei  hat^  fortune  turned  fe  the  dys  4-6 

))&t  hast  pe  sight*  of  hui'  and  I  pQ  absence 
ffor  possible  is  si|>  ]>ou  hast  her  pr^ence  1240 

And  art*  a  knyght  an  wor]yi  and  an  able 
^That  by  som  caas  sij)  fortune  is  chaungeable 
Thowe  maiste  to  fi  desire  somtyme  atteyfi  4^ 

But*  I  ^at*  am  exiled  and  bareyil  1244 

Of  alpe]  grace  and  in  so  gret*  despeir^ 
That  j>er  nys  erfe  water*  f uyi*  ne  eire 
ITe  creature  ]yat<  of  hem  maked  is 

Jjat*  may  me  helpe  or  done  cowifort  in  fis  1248  •^'S'o 

Wei  0U3te  I  sterue  in  wanhopc  and  distresse 
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ffaie  wele  my  lif  my  lost  and  my  gladnesse 

Alias  whi  pleynen  men  so  in  comune 

Of  pumeaonce  of  god  and  of  fortune  1252 

That*  ^ue^  hem  ful  ofl*  in  mony  a  gyse  (leitf  is] 

Wei  bet[ter]  ]»ui  ]>ei  can  hem  self  deyise 

Som  man  desiiej)  forto  haue  ricchesse 

Tfaat^  cause  is  of  his  mordeie  and  gret*  siknesse  1 256 

And  som  man  wolde  out*  of  his  piisofi  fayll 

That^  in  his  hous  is  of  his  mayne  sclayfi  (^^ 

Infinite  hazmes  hene  in  ]>is  matier^ 

We  wote  not  what^  ^inge  pat  we  preien  here  1260 

We  faien  as  he  ^t*  dionken  is  as  mous 

A  dronken  man  wote  wele  he  ha]>  an  hous 

Bat  he  ne  woote  which  pe  rijt  way  is  ]yiderd  6^ 

And  to  a  dronken  man  pe  way  is  sclydeie  1264 

And  certes  in  pis  worlcl  so  faien  wee 

We  sechen  iasif  afteie  felicite 

Buf  we  goon  wionge  ful  off  trewly 

Thus  may  we  seie  alle  and  namelicm.  1268   ^Z.lc 

That  wende  and  had  a  grete  opynyon 

That  if  I  mjyte  skapen  firom  pnsoil 

^an  had  I  he  in  loie  and  parfite  hele 

yat  nowe  I  am  exiled  ^  my  wele  1272 

Si^  ^t  I  may  not^  seen  jou  Emelye  ~7^ 

I  am  but  dede  pest  nys  no  lemedye 

Yppon  ^at  o^T  side  Palamon 

Whan  ^at  he  wist*  ]yaf  arcite  was  agon  1276 

Swich  soTOwe  he  makep  ]yat  pe  grete  tour 

Besoune^  of  his  jellinge  and  clamour  ^  ^ 

The  pure  fettres  of  his  sh3mee  grete 

Were  of  his  hitter  aalte  toeres  wete  1280 

Alias  quod  he  Arcita  cosyn  myne 

Of  al  our  strif  god  wote  pe  fruyte  is  pine 

Hiow  walkest  now  in  Thebes  at  ]>i  large  ^^' 

And  of  my  woo .  ^ou  3euest  litel  charge  1284 

Ihow  nudst  si^  ]k)u  hast  wisdom  and  manhede 
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Assemble  alle  pe  folk  of  out  kinrede 

And  make  a  werre  so  shaipe  on  pia  Cite 

^at  by  som  auentuie  or  som  treie 

Thow  maisf  haue  hii'  to  lady  and  to  wiffi 

ffor  whom  ))at  I  most  nedes  lese  my  lifP 

ffor  as  by  way  of  possibilite 

Sijy  ^ou  art*  at*  ^i  laige  of  prison  free 

And  art  a  lorde  grete  is  fine  auauntage 

More  ]}an  is  myne  ^at  sterue  here  in  a  kage 

ffor  I  mote  wepe  and  weile  while  pat  I  lyue 

WiJ)  al  fe  woo  Jaf  prison  may  me  ^eue 

And  eke  vfip  peyn  ]yat*  lone  me  jeuej^  alsoo 

^f  double])  al  my  torment*  and  my  woo 

]yer  vnp  ]>e  fire  of  gelesie  ypsterte 

Wi^  in  his  brest<  and  hente  hym  by  fe  herte 

So  woodly  ^af  he  like  was  to  biholde 

The  box-tre  or  pe  asshen  dede  and  colde 

Thaf  seide  he  .0.  crael  goddes  ]>af  goueme 

This  worU  wip  byndinge  of  ^oure  worde  eteme 

And  writen  in  pe  table  of  Athamannt* 

3onre  parlemenf  and  joore  eteme  grount* 

What*  is  mankinde  more  ynto  30a  holde 

))an  is  the  shepe  ^af  ronke]>  in  fe  folde 

ffor  sclayn  is  man  rijt*  as  an  oj>er  beest* 

And  dwelle])  eke  in  pWson  and  in  arest* 

And  ha]>  siknesse  and  grete  aduersiie 

And  off  tymes  giltlees  parde 

What*  gouematmce  is  in  ]yis  prescience 

Thaf  giltlees  tormente]y  Innocence 

And  encrese])  pia  al  my  penannce 

p&t  man  is  bounden  to  his  obsemat/nce 

ffor  goddes  sake  to  letten  of  his  wiUe 

Ther  as  a  beest  may  al  his  list  fuMlle 

And  whan  a  beesf  is  dede  he  hath  no  peyn) 

Buf  affcere  his  deth  man  mote  wepe  and  pleyn) 

Thogh  in  ]}is  worl({  he  haiie  care  and  woo 

I,  PETWOBXH  88 


128S  la^o 

[l6Bfl8»lM0lt] 


1292 


1296 
1300 


1304 


1308  iZta 


1312 

i5" 


1316 

1320 


Digitized  by  VjOOQiC 


QBOUF  A.   §  2.  knight's  tale.  Petworth  MS.     39 

Wi]>  oaten  donte  it*  may  stonden  soo 

The  answere  of  fis  lete  I  to  dynynes  2.^"" 

Bnt*  wel  I  wote  Jyat*  in  ]yis  worU  gret*  pjne  ee  1 324 

%  Alias  I  se  a  serpent*  or  a  theef^  HaaTN] 

fat  mony  an  trewe  man  ha])  done  meschief 

Goon  at*  his  large  and  where  hym  list  may  ttti^e 

Bat  I  mote  bene  in  pr»oii  ]yorg&  Satume  1328   <  3  3  o 

And  eke  j)orghe  lano  Ialoa»  and  eke  wode 

^at  ha]y  destroied  wel  ny^  al  fe  blode 

Of  Thehes  vrip  Ma  waaste  walles  wide 

And  Yenos  slee^  me  on  ])at*  o^er  side  1332 

ffor  laloosy  and  fere  of  him  Arcite  3^ 

If ow  wil  I  stinte  of  Palamon  a  lite 

And  laf  hym  in  his  prison  stilk  dwelle 

And  of  Arcite  for])  I  wil  jowe  telle  1 336 

The  somer  passe])  and  ])e  ny^tes  longe 

Encresce^  doable  wise.  ))e  peynes  stronge  ^o 

Bofen  of  Jie  loner  and  of  ])e  prisonei' 

I  noV  whiche  haj)  fe  woofdUei*  myster^  1340 

ffor  diortely  for  to  seyn  of  ])is  Palamdn 

Perpetnelly  is  dampned  to  pnsofl 

In  cheynes  and  [in]  fettres  to  J)e  dede  4^"" 

And  Arcite  is  exiled  Yp[on]  is  hede  1344 

ffor  enermore  as  oat*  of  ]yaf  contre 

Ke  neaere  ne  shal  his  lady  see 

%  ^w  loayers  aske  I  now  ]yis  question 

Who  haj)  Je  wors  Arcite  or  Palamon  1348  '  3  >iro 

That*  oon  may  se  his  lady  day  by  day 

But  in  Prison  mot  he  dwelle  alway 

That*  o^  wher  hym  list*  may  ride  and  goo 

Bat*  seen  his  lady  shal  he  neaer  moo  1352 

Now  devynej)  as  30a  list*  y&t  30  can  <r4» ' 

ffor  I  wil  telle  forj  as  I  bygannc 
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IT  Whan  J>at  Aicite  to  Thebes  commen  waa 

ffal  often  a  dale  he  swelf  and  seide  alas  1356 

ffor  seen  his  lady  shal  he  neu^re  moo 

And  shortely  to  concluden  all  his  woo  ^o 

So  mykel  sorowe  had  neuere  creature 

^t  is  or  shal  while  ]yaf  fe  world  may  dure  1360 

IT  His  slope  his  mete,  his  drink  is  hym  byraft*     n^f  i9>  back] 

^at*  lene  he  wexe]>  and  drye  as  is  a  shaf t< 

His  eyen  holowe  and  grisly  to  biholde  4>^- 

His  hwe  falowe  and  pale  as  asshen  colde  1364 

And  solitarye  he  was  and  ener  allone 

And  waillingd  al  ]ye  nyjf  making  his  mone 

And  if  he  herde  songe  or  instrument 

Than  wolde  he  wepe  he  my3t»  nof  stenf  1 368  « ^  7  o 

So  feble  eke  were  his  spirites  /  and  he  lowe 

And  chaunged  so  ]yaf  no  man  can  knowe 

His  speche  neijyer  his  voys  poxa^e  men  it  herde 

And  in  his  gere  for  al  ]>e  worlde  he  ferde  1372 

Nof  comly  liche  to  louers  maladye  ^^ 

Of  heres  buf  rather  like  manye 

Engendred  of  humour  malancolike 

Byfom  his  celle  fantastike  1376 

And  shortely  turned  was  al  yp  and  doua 

Both  habite  and  disposicioi^n  to 

Of  him  J)is  wooful  louei*  Daine  *  Arcite  [i  or  Danw] 

Whaf  shuld  I  alday  of  his  woo  endite  1380 

Whan  he  endured  had  a  ^ere  or  two 

This  cruel  torment  and  ]yis  peyn  and  woo 

At  Thebes  in  his  courte  as  I  seide  ^^ 

Ypon  a  nyghf  in  slepe  as  he  hym  leide  1384 

Hym  J)ou}f  howe  fat  the  wenged  god  Mercurye 

Bifom  him  stode  and  bad  hym  to  be  merye 

His  slepy  yeerde  in  honde  he  bare  vpri^t* 

An  hatte  he  wcTcd  vpon  his  heres  bri^t*  1388  i^<^o 
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Aiaied  was  ^is  god  as  he  toke  kepe 

As  he  was  wban  ^t  Aigns  toke  his  slepe 

And  seide  him  yxa  to  Athenes  shalt  ^ou  wende 

Ther  is  fe  shapen  of  fi  woo  an  ende  1392 

And  wi^  ^af  worde  Aidte  woke  and  steit  9«5~ 

^owe  trewly  howe  soie  pat  ener  me  smeit 

Quod  he  to  Athenes  nowe  wil  I  fare 

He  for  ]>e  drede  of  depe  shal  I  not  spare  1396 

To  see  my  lady  ^f  I  lone  and  serae  [ie»f  20] 

In  her  presence  I  ne  lecche  ^ongh  I  sterue  1 4-oo 

And  wi]»  ^t*  word  he  kanghf  a  grete  myroi^r 

And  se^h  yai  chaimged  was  al  his  colour  1400 

And  see^^  his  visage  al  in  ano])er  kinde 

And  lights  anofi  it*  ranne  him  in  his  mynde 

That  open  his  face  was  so  disfigored  o^ 

Of  malady  pe  whi(^  he  had  endured  1404 

He  myghte  wel  if  ^af  he  hare  hym  lowe 

Lyue  in  Athenes  eueimore  vnknowe 

And  seen  his  lady  wel  nye  day  he  day 

And  right*  anon  he  chaunged  his  aray  1408  '4- '  o 

And  cLid  him  as  a  poor  labore[er] 

And  [al]  alon  sauf  oonly  a  sqwiere 

That*  knewe  his  priuete  and  al  his  caas 

Whiche  was  disgised  poorly  as  he  waas  1412 

To  Athenes  is  he  gon  f  e  nexte  way  '4"" 

And  to  pe  comte  he  went*  ypon  a  day 

And  at  pe  gate  he  profered  his  seruyse 

To  dmgge  and  drawe  what*  so  men  wil  denise  1416 

And  shortely  of  fis  mater  forto  seyfi 

He  feUe  in  office  wi]>  a  chamherleyfi  2,o 

The  whiche  fat  was  dwelling*  wij>  Emelye 

ffor  he  was  wise  and  sone  coujye  aspye  1420 

Of  eaery  serttaunte  which  pat  seruejy  here 

"Wel  cou^  he  hewen  wode  and  water*  here 

ffor  he  was  yonge  and  myghty  for  pe  nonys  k^ 

And  l^erto  he  was  stronge  and  higge  of  honys  1424 
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To  done  ^t  enj  wijt*  him  can  deuise 

A  3eeT  or  two  lie  was  in  f'lB  seruyse 

Page  in  ^e  Cliambre  of  Emely  ^e  bri3t 

And  Philostrate  lie  seide  fat  he  h^t»  1428  '  4-3  o 

But*  half  so  wel  biloued  a  man  as  he 

Ne  was  Jer  neuer  in  conrte  of  his  degre 

He  was  [so]  gentil  of  Condiciown 

f  at<  l^orowe  out  al  pe  courf  was  his  renotm  1432 

Thei  seide  fat*  it*  was  a  charite  aeiir«>,i»ek] 

That*  theseus  wolde  enhaunce  his  degre 

And  putten  hym  in  worshipful  seruyse 

fer  as  he  myghf  his  yertue  exercise  1 436 

And  ])us  wl)>  in  a  while  his  name  is  spionge 

Bothen  of  his  dedes  and  of  his  good  tonge  4-^ 

That*  Theseus  haf  taken  hym  so  nere 

])at  of  his  chambere  he  made  hym  a  squyero  1440 

And  3aue  him  gold  to  meyntene  his  degre 

And  eke  men  brou3t*  hym  out*  of  his  cuntre 

fEro  jere  to  jere  fill  priuely  his  rente  4^- 

But*  honestly  and  8lei3ly  he  it*  spente  1444 

That*  no  man  wondred .  how  f  af  he  it  haddo 

And  thre  ^ere  in  f  is  wise  his  lif  he  ladde 

And  bare  hym  so  in  pees  and  eke  in  wene 

J>er  is  no  man  J>at*  Theseus  hath  derre  1448  '^-S"o 

And  in  Jis  blisse  lete  I  nowe  Axcite 

And  speke  I  wil  of  Palamon  a  lite 

IT  In  derknesse  in  horrible  oud  strong*  prisofL 

This  y\j.  ^ere  hath  sitten  Palamon  1452 

flfor-pyned  what*  for  woo  and  for  distresse  ^^^"^ 

Who  feleth  double  soor  and  hevynesse 

But  Palamon  fat*  loue  destreynef  so 

That*  wode  out*  of  his  wit*  he  goj  for  woo  1466 

And  eke  }»erto  he  is  a  p?*tsoner3 

Pcrpetuelly  not*  oonly  for  a  ^ere  ^o 

Who  cowde  ryme  in  englissh  proprely 

His  martierdome  for  sof  it  am  not*  I  1460 
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Thezfor  I  passe  as  lijtly  as  I  may 

IT  It  felle  ])af  in  fe  yij.  jeie  of  May 

The  .ig.  nyght*  as  olde  Lokes  seyfL  q^- 

ytAf  al  |)is  stozy  telle^  more  pleyfi  1464 

Were  it  by  anentoie  or  be  destynye 

Ab  whan  a  ^ing*  is  shape  it*  shal  be 

That  sone  afteie  the  mydnyjt*  Palamofi 

By  helpinge  of  a  frende  brak  pnsoil  1468  r4-7o 

And  flee^  fe  Cite  fast*  as  he  may  goo  /  Omt  si 

Sot  he  had  ^ene  his  gayleie  diink  so 

Of  a  Cleney  made  of  a  certeyn  wyne 

Wif  vercotilcs  and  opy  of  Thebes  fyne  1472 

^f  al  ^t*  ny^f  ^ough  )>at  men  void  hym  shake  *'>r 

fe  Gailler  sclepte  and  myjta  nol^  awake 

IT  And  ]ras  he  flee])  as  fast  as  euer  he  may 

y&  ny^f  was  short*  and  fast[e]  by  fe  day  1476 

^f  nedes  cost^  he  most*  him  self  hiden 

And  til  a  grone  iast6  ther  besiden  ^  o 

Wi]»  dredful  foote  )>an  stalkejy  Palamofi 

ffor  shortely  )ia  was  his  opynyofi  1480 

That*  in  ^t*  groue  he  wolde  hym  hide  alday 

And  in  pe  nyght*  J^an  wolde  he  take  his  way 

To  Thebes  warcl  his  frendes  forto  piey  ^^"^ 

On  theseus  to  helpe  hym  to  werrey  1484 

A[nd]  shortely  ei]»er  he  wold  lese  his  liff* 

Or  wynnen  Emely  to  his  lonely  wiff* 

This  is  J^effeste  and  his  entente  pleyfi 

IT  !N'owe  wil  I  tome  vnto  Arcite  ageyfi  1488  '  4-9  o 

That*  litel  wist*  howe  negh  p&i?  was  his  care 

Til  ]»af  fortune  had  kao^f  hym  in  his  snare 

The  bysy  larke  massageie  of  day 

Salae]>  in  her  songe  |>e  morowe  gray  1492 

And  flfiry  Phebns  risej>  vp  so  bri3t  9^' 

^t*  al  pe  Orient  laughetil  of  his  si^t* 

And  wi]»  his  stremes  drie^  in  fe  greues  / 

The  siluer  dropes  honging*  in  fe  leues  1496 
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IT  And  Arcita  ^af  in  ])e  coiirte  Eoyafi 

Wit^  Theseus  his  squyei*  piyncipaft  '>rfio 

Is  risen  and  loke^  on  fe  meiy  day 

And  forto  dofi  his  obsematmce  to  Maij  1500 

Bemembring*  ^e  point*  of  his  desire 

He  on  his  coursere  sterting*  as  fe  fire 

Is  riden  into  fe  feeldes  him  to  pley  o^— 

Out*  of  ^e  courte  weie  if  a  myle  or  twey  1504 

And  to  ^e  Groue  of  which  }»at  I  ^ou  tolde  tieaf  n,  lacfci 

By  auenture  his  way  by-gon  to  holde 

And  maken  hym  a  garlond  of  ye  greues 

"Were  if  of  wodbynde  or  hawthorn  lenes  1508  »^'o 

And  loude  he  songe  a^einst  ^e  sonne  shene 

May  wi^  all  fi  floures  and  ]n  grene 

Welcome  be  Jowe  faire  fresshe  May 

I  hope  ]yat  I  somme  grene  gete  may  1512 

And  from  his  courser  wif  a  lusty  herte  '^ 

Into  pe  Groue  ful  hastely  he  sterte 

And  in  a  path  he  rome^  Tp  and  doun 

^er  as  by  auenture  of  ])is  Palamotoi  1516 

Was  in  a  busshe  ])at  no  man  myjf  hym  see 

ffor  soor  afferd  of  his  de^  was  he  *      ^o 

IT  No  J>inge  ne  knewe  he  fat*  it  was  Arcyte 

God  wote  he  wold  haue  trowed  it  ful  lite  1520 

But*  sojj  is  seide  goon  sithen  mony  ^eres 

That*  feelde  hath  yen  and  fe  wode  ha^  eeres 

If  is  ful  faire  a  man  to  here  hym  euene  ZS 

fifor  alday  meten  men  af  ynsef*  steuene  1524 

fiul  litel  wote  Arcite  of  his  felawe 

^af  was  so  nygh  to  harken  of  his  sawe 

ffor  in  pe  busshe  he  sitte]>  now  ful  stille 

Whan  }»af  Arcite  had  romed  al  his  fille  1528  i^3o 

And  songen  af  the  roundel  lustely 

Into  a  stody  he  felle  sodeynly 

Afl  don  f  ise  loners  in  her  queynt[e]  geres 

Now  in  fe  croppe  now  down  in  fe  breres  1632 
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Now  yp  nowe  doune  as  Boket*  in  a  welle 

£i3t  as  fe  fadaj  aoflj  foito  telle 

Now  it  shynej^  nowe  it  reynef  faste 

Bi^t  so  gan  geiy  Yenns  ener  caste 

The  hertes  of  her  folk  Ti3t  as  hii'  day 

Is  GeiM .  li^t*  so  channgejy  she  aiay 

Selde  is  ]>e  friday  al  pe  weke  ylike 

IT  Whan  )>at  Aicito  nad  ysonge  he  gan  to  siko 

And  sette  hym  doune  with  oute[n]  eny  more 

Alias  quod  he  ]»af  day  ^af  I  was  hore 

Howe  longe  lono  ]K>igh  ^i  cmelte 

Wiltow  werryen  Thebes  fe  Citee 

Alias  ybroughf  is  to  confasiofi 

The  hlood  Eoial  of  Cadme  and  Amphion 

Of  Cadmns  whiche  J^af  was  ^e  first  man 

That  Thebes  bilt .  or  firsf  ]>e  tonne  bygan 

And  of  pe  Cite  first*  was  corowned  kinge 

Of  his  lynage  am  I  and  of  his  of-springe 

By  verrey  lyne  as  of  J>e  stok  Eoiatt 

And  nowe  I  am  so  Gatif  and  so  thral 

Thaf  he  )>at*  is  my  mortal  enemye 

I  seme  him  as  his  sqwier  poorlye 

And  }it  do^  me  luno  wel  more  shame 

ffor  I  dar  nof  be-knowe  myn  owne  name 

But  ^r  [as]  I  was  wonte  to  hi3f  Arcite 

Now  hight*  I  Fhilostrate  nof  wor])e  a  myte 

IT  Alks  ]K)u  felle  Mars  alias  ]h)u  luno 

Thus  ha])  ^oure  Ire  our  lynage  alfordo 

Sauf  oonly  me  and  wrecched  Palamofi 

That  Theseus  martere^  in  prisofi 

And  oner  al  Jyis  to  sleen  me  vtterly 

Loue  ha^  faire  his  darte  so  brennyngly 

Istiked  ^rgh  my  trewe  careful  herte 

That  shapen  was  my  de^  arst  ])an  my  sherte 

3e  sleen  me  wi^  joure  yen  Emelye 

3e  ben  fe  cause  wherfore  Jwit*  I  dye 

PETWORTH   46 


^^-" 


1536 
1540 

CleafS2] 

1544 


1548  iSSO 


1552 


1556 
1560 


1564 


1568    '-^"7  0 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


46    QBOup  A.  §  2.  knight's  tale.  Petworih  MS. 

Of  al  the  remenant*  of  myn  o^er  care 

'Ne  sette  I  nou^f  the  mountanoe  of  a  tare 

So  fat  I  cowde  do  oujt*  to  ^our  plesaimce 

And  wi]j  l^af  wok)  he  felle  do«n  in  a  tiauTtce  1572 

A  longe  tyme  and  afterward  he  vp  stert  '^>^'' 

^is  Palamon  ^af  ^oujt*  ^t  foTgh  [his]  herte 

He  felte  a  colde  swerde  sodeinly  glide 

ffor  Ire  he  qwoke  no  lenger  wold  he  bide   "^I^arfttt/SiS 

IT  And  whan  J>at«  he  had  herde  Arcites  tale  ^^"^^  ^^^3 

As  he  were  wode  wip  face  dede  a7id  pale  %c 

He  stert*  hym  vp  out<  of  the  buskes  thikke 

And  seide  Arcite  fals  traitonr  quykke  1580 

Now  art*  J>on  hent*  Jat*  louest*  my  lady  soo 

ffor  whom  J^at*  I  haue  al  fia  peyn  and  woo 

And  art*  my  blood  and  to  my  counsel  swome  ZS" 

As  I  fill  oft*  have  tolde  fe  here  to  fom  1584 

And  hast*  by-iaped  here  Duke  Theseus 

And  falsly  chaunged  hast  ^i  name  fUB 

I  wil  be  dede  or  ellis  fou  shalt  dye 

Thowe  shalt*  not*  loue  my  lady  Emely  1588  iS<f  a 

But  I  wil  loue  hii*  oonly  and  no  moo 

ifor  I  am  Palamon  fi  mortel  ffoo 

And  l^ouje  ])at*  I  no  wepen  haue  in  ]»is  place 

But  out*  of  prisofl  am  I-stert*  by  grace  1592 

I  drede  noujt*  but"  eifer  fou  shalt*  dye  ^-A" 

Or*J>ou  ne  shalt*  not*  loue  Emelye 

Chese  which  ]>ou  wilt*  or  ^ou  shalt*  not*  asterte 

IT  This  Arcite  wi^  ful  dispitous  herte  1596 

Whan  he  hym  knewe  and  had  his  tale  herdf 

As  feers  as  a  lyon  pulled  out*  a  swerd  }  &oo 

And  seide  J^us  by  god  J^af  sitte])  aboue 

Ke  it  were  J^at*  fori  art  seke  and  wode  for  loue  1600 

And  eke  ^af  ]jou  no  wepen  hast  in  ^is  place 

Thow  shuldest  neuere  out*  of  fiA  groue  pace 

J>af  J)ou  ne  shuldest  dyen  of  myn  honde  o^ 

ffor  I  defie  Je  swerte  and  J>e  bonde  1604 
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WhicB  ^t  fovL  seiflf  I  hane  made  to  ]>e 

What*  yerrey  fool  ^enk  wel  ^f  loue  is  £ree 

And  I  wil  lone  hii'  mawgie  al  pi  my^if 

Baf  for  as  moche  as  ]K)a  art  a  wor]>i  kn^f  1608  /  <o  '  o 

And  wiliest*  to  daneyn  Mr'  by  bataille 

Hane  here  my  tron^  to  morwe  I  nyl  nof  faille 

Wip  oaten  witting*  of  eny  opere  wight*  [iMfts] 

That*  here  I  wil  be  fonnden  as  a  knyght*  1612 

And  bringen  hameis  i^f  ynough  for  pe  iS' 

And  chese  fe  best*  and  lene  pe  worst*  for  me 

And  mete  and  drink  ]»i3  nyghte  wil  I  bringe 

Ynough  for  pe  and  elopes  for  ^i  beddynge  1616 

And  if  so  be  ^at*  ^u  my  lady  wynne 

And  sclee  me  in  ]»is  wode  per  I  am  Inne  a<o 

Thow  maist  wel  hane  |yi  lady  as  for  me 

This  Palamon  answerd  I  graunte  if  ^e  1620 

And  pxia  fei  bene  departed  til  a  morowe 

Whan  eche  of  hem  had  leide  lus  fei^  to  borowe 

IT  O  cnpide  out*  of  al  chaiite  ^^s^ 

O  r^ne  yst  wold  no  felawe  hane  'wip  pe  1624 

ffol  so^  is  seide  ^f  lone  ne  lordship 

Wil  not*  his  pankeB  haoe  no  felawBhip 

We  fynde  y&i^  of  Arcite  and  Palamotoi 

Aicite  is  riden  anofi  into  the  tot^n  1628  '  ^  ^  o 

And  on  ye  morowe  er  if  were  day  li3f 

£Ful  priaely  two  barneys  ha]y  he  dijf  * 

Both  snffisannf  and  mete  to  darreyfk 

The  bataille  in  pe  feelde  bytwix  hem  tweyfi  1632 

And  on  his  hors  allone  as  he  was  b^^  ^  ^ 

He  eaiie^  al  his  barneys  hym  bifran 

And  in  fe  Groue  af  lyme  and  place  ysette 

This  Arcite  and  ^is  Palamon  ben  mette  1636 

To  channgen  gan  ^e  colour  in  her  face 

Bighf  as  fe  hunters  in  [the]  reyne  of  trace  4o 

Thaf  sUmdep  atte  gap[pe]  wi^  a  spere 

Whan  hunted  is  pe  lyon  or  pe  here  1640 

PETWOBTH   47 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


48     GROUP  A.   §  2.  knight's  tale.  Petworth  MS. 


And  Iiere}»  ^™  come  russhing*  in  ^e  Greues 

And  brekej>  bott  [the]  bowes  and  Je  leues 

And  fenkef  here  co7?imeth  my  mortal  enemye 

■WiJ>  oute  faile  lie  mote  be  dede  or  I 

iTor  ei^er  I  moot*  scleen  him  atte  gappe 

Or  he  moot  sclee  me  if  ^af  me  myshappe 

So  feerden  [thei]  in  channgyng*  of  here  hwe 

As  fer  as  euerich  of  hem  ojyer  knewe 

Ther  nas  no  good  day  ne  no  saluynge 

But  strei^f  wij?  oute  worde  or  rehersinge 

£ueric&  of  hem  helpe^  forto  arme  o])ei^ 

As  fi:endly  as  he  were  his  owne  brojiei^ 

And  after  jiat*  with  aharpe  speres  stronge 

They  foynen  eche  af  ojier  wonder  longe 

Thow  my3te6f  wene  ^at*  ^is  Palamon 

In  his  fighting6  were  a  wood  lyoii 

And  as  [a]  cruel  tigre  was  Arcite 

As  wilde  boores  gon  fei  to-gidei'  smyte 

Thaf  fixjthen  white  as  fome  for  yre  woode 

Vp  to  fe  Ande  fought*  J>ei  in  her  bloode 

And  in  fiB  wise  I  lete  hem  fighting*  dwelle 

And  for^  I  wil  of  Theseus  30U  telle 

IT  The  destanye  ministei^  generalt 

Thaf  execute]^  in  ^e  world  ouer  alt 

The  purueaunce  ^at  god  ha}>  say  bif ore 

80  stronge  if  is  fa,V  pei  ^  world  had  it  swore 

pe  contrarie  of  a  ]>inge  be  ye  or  nay 

3if  som  tyme  it  shal  fftlle  on  a  day 

That*  falle^  noujt*  eft  vrip  in  a  ^ousand  yere 

£for  certeynly  our  appetites  here 

Be  if  of  werre  or  pees,  or  hate  or  loue 

Al  is  fia  rewled  by  ^e  sight  aboue 

This  mene  I  nowe  by  myghty  Theseus 

Thaf  forto  hunte  is  so  desirous 

And  namely  atte  grete  herf  in  Maij 

Thaf  in  his  bed  fer  dawe]>  hym  no  day 
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That*  he  nys  cladde  and  redy  f orto  jide 
Wi^  hunte  and  horn  and  houndes  hym  biside 
ffbr  in  his  hunting  ha^  he  swicH  delite 
That*  it*  is  al  his  ioye  and  appetite 
To  bene  hym  self  pe  grete  bertes  bane 
ffor  after  Mais  he  seme^  nowe  Dyane 
deer  was  ^  day  as  I  haue  told  er  ^is  / 
And  Theseus  wi^  al[le]  loie  and  blis 
'Wif  his  ypolita  fe  hixe  quene 
And  Emely[e]  clo])ed  al  in  grene 
On  hnntinge  bene  )»ei  riden  nally 
And  to  fe  Gione  ^t*  stode  M  fasf  by 
In  which  ^er  was  an  herte  as  men  hym  tolde 
Bat*  Thesens  ^e  streighte  way  ha]y  holde 
And  to  ^  lannde  he  lide^  hym  fill  rijt* 
Hat  ^ider  was  pe  heif  wonte  to  haue  his  fli3f 
And  oner  a  broke  and  so  for^  on  his  way 
This  duke  wil  haue  a  cours  at*  hym  or  tway 
Wi^  houndes  swich  as  ^at*  him  list  comaunde 
And  whan  ^is  duke  was  come  vnto  fe  launde 
Tnder  fe  sonne  he  loked  anofi 
He  was  ware  of  Arcite  and  PalamoiL 
Thaf  fou^ten  breme  as  it*  were  boles  two 
The  bii^te  swerdes  wenten  to  and  fro 
So  hidously  ^at*  wi^  }e  lee8t[e]  stroke 
It  seme^  )>at  it  wold  fellen  an  oke 
But^  what*  pei  were  no  pinff  he  ne  wote 
This  duke  his  courser  wi]>  his  spores  smooto 
And  at^  a  stert*  he  was  atwixe  hem  twoo 
A  pulled  out*  a  swerde  and  cried  hoo 
No  more  vp  peyn  of  lesing*  of  jowr  hede 
By  myghty  mars  he  shal  anon  be  dede 
That*  smyte])  eny  stroke  J^at*  I  may  sene 
But*  telle^  me  what*  myster  men  ^e  bene 
That*  ben  so  hardy  forto  fi3ten  here 
Vnp  ouie  lugge.  or  o])er  officers 
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H  As  it  were  in  litel  liste  ryally  »^' 

This  Palamou  answeida  hastily 

And  seide  Sif  whaf  nede^  woides  moo  j 

We  han  ]»e  de^e  deserued  bo])  twoo  1716  I 

Two  woful  wrecched  be  we  two  catyfes  | 

pat  bene  encombred  of  onie  owne  lifes  ^  ^  I 

And  as  |)ow  arf  a  rijtfal  loide  and  luge  [leatu,  t»ck}  i 

Nq  jeue  Ys  neip&t  mercy  ne  lefuge  1720  I 

But*  sde  me  foist*  for  seint^  larite 

But*  slee  my  felowe  eke  as  wel  as  me 

Or  slee  hym  [fiist]  for  fough  >o[u]  knowest  lite  2^ 

This  is  pi  mortal  £foo  J^is  is  arcite  1724 

That*  from  pi  londe  is  banshed  on  his  hede 

£for  whiche  he  hsf  deserued  to  be  dede 

ffor  ])is  is  he  }»at*  come  vnto  ]>i  gate 

And  saide  ]yat*  he  highf  Pbilostrate  1728  '  7  a  o 

Thus  ha])  he  laped  ^e  f  ol  mony  a  3ere 

And  ^ou  hast*  made  him  pi  chief  squyer^ 

And  piB  is  he  ^t*  loue)»  Emelye 

ffor  si^  ^af  day  is  commen  p&V  I  shal  dye  1 732 

I  make  pleynly  my  confessiofi  ^^"^ 

That*  I  am  )>ilk[e]  wooful  Palamoil 

That*  ha])  ])i  prison  broken  wikkedly 

I  am  ])i  mortal  foo  and  if  am  I  173G 

That*  loue]>  so  bote  Emely  pe  bri^t* 

That*  I  wil  dye  present*  in  her  si3t*  4.0 

Wherfore  I  axe  de|y  and  my  Iwes 

But*  scle  my  felawe  in  pe  same  wise  1740 

ffor  bo]>e  we  ban  deserued  forto  be  sclayft 

This  worji  duke  answerdf  anon  agayn 

And  saide  ^is  is  a  short*  conclusiofi  as" 

^ure  owne  mou]ye  be  joure  confession  1744 

Ha]y  dampned  pet  30U  and  I  wil  if  records 

Hit  nede))  nof  to  pyne  ^ou  inp  acorde 

He  shul  be  dede  by  myjty  mars  pe  rede 

The  queue  anoon  for  yerrey  wommanhede  1748  *  "7  ^s*o 
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Gan  [for]  to  wepe  and  so  seide  Emelye 
And  al  fe  ladis  in  ^  companye 
Giete  pite  was  if  as  it  ]K>iijt*  hem  alle 
That*  eneie  such  a  channce  shuld  byfalle 
ffor  gentil  men  fei  were  of  grete  astate 
And  no  ^inge  but*  for  lone  was  ^is  debate 
And  seegti  her  blody  woondea  wide  and  sore 
And  alle  criden  bo^[e]  lasse  and  more 
Hane  mercy  vpon  ys  wommen  alle 
And  on  her  bare  knees  donn  ^ei  falle 
And  wold  ban  kissed  his  fete  for  he  stoode 
Til  af  ])e  lasf  arsclaked  was  his  mood^ 
ffor  pite  renne^  sone  in  gentile  herte 
And  ]K)aghe  he  first*  for  ire  quoke  and  sterte 
He  ha^  considered  shortly  in  a  clause 
The  trespase  of  hem  both[e]  and  ^e  cause 
And  al  ^n^e  his  Ire  her  gilf  accnsed 
)if  in  his  reson  he  hem  both  ezcosed 
And  pna  he  yovL^ie  wel  )>at*  euery  man 
Wol  helpe  him  self  in  lone  if  ^af  he  can 
And  eke  delyueie  him  self  out*  of  prt'soA 
And  eke  him  self  had  compassiofi 
Of  wommen  for  fei  wepen  euere  in  oon 
And  in  his  gentile  herf  he  ^onjt*  anon 
And  soff  vnto  him  self  he  seide  fye 
Ypon  a  lord  ^f  wil  bane  no  mercy 
Bnt^  be  a  lyon  bo])e  in  word  and  dede 
T«  hem  ^f  bene  in  repentaonce  and  drede 
As  wel  as  to  a  prowde  dispitous  man 
That  wil  mey[n]tene  ^at*  he  first  bygan 
That*  lord  ha^  litel  in  discreccion 
Thaf  in  such  caas  can  no  dinisiofi 
But  weie^  pride  and  humblenesse  after*  oon 
And  shortely  whan  his  Ire  was  ]ms  agon 
He  gan  to  loken  yp  mf  eyen  light* 
And  spake  J^ise  same  wordes  al  on  bight* 

PBTWOETH  61 


1752 

(leaf25] 

1756 
1760 


1764 


1768  i^no 


1772 


1776 
1780 


1784 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


^2    GROUP  A.  §  2.  knight's  tale.  Petworik  KB. 

The  god  of  love,  o  Benedicite 

How  myghty  and  howe  grete  a  lord  is  he 

A3einfit  his  myghf  ^er  ^eynej  nofl  obstacles 

He  may  be  cleped  a  god  for  his  myracles  1788  '"?<?o 

ffor  he  can  maken  at  is  owne  gyse 

Of  euerich  herf  as  ^af  hym  list*  devise 

Lo  here  ])is  arcite  and  }»is  Palamon  iinf  cs,  back] 

That  quietely  were  out"  of  prisofi  goft  1792 

And  myght*  haue  lyued  in  thebes  Eially  94" 

And  weten  I  am  her  mortal  enemye 

And  ]yat*  her  de)>  is  in  [my]  myght*  also  / 

And  ^it*  ha])  loue  mawgre  her  eyen  two  1796 

[I-]Brou3t*  him  hidere  boJj[e]  forto  dye 

Kow  loke]»  is  not'  fia  a  giete  folye  i^oo 

Who  may  be  a  fool  but*  if  he  loue 

Biholde  for  goddes  lone  j)at*  sittejy  aboue  1800 

See  liowe  J>ei  blede  bene  J>ei  not*  wel  araied 

Thus  ha^  her  lorde  pe  god  of  loue  hem  paied 

Her  wages  and  her  fees  for  her  seruise  o^" 

And  jif  fei  wenene  for  to  bene  ful  wise  1804 

That*  seruen  loue  for  ou3t*  ]7at*  may  bifalle 

But*  ^if  is  }»is  l^e  bestf  game  of  all6 

That*  she  for  whom  fei  haue  fia  lolite 

Can  hem  as  moche  thonke  as  me  1808  >  ^  '  o 

Shee  wote  no  more  of  al  ])is  bote  fare 

By  god  ])an  wote  an  Cuckowe  or  an  hare 

But*  al  most*  be  assaied  bote  and  cold 

A  man  mote  be  a  fool  or  jonge  or  old  1812 

I  wote  it*  by  my  self  for  yore  agone  '^ 

ffor  in  my  tyme  a  seruatoite  w:as  I  oone 

And  Jerfor  sith  I  knowe  of  loues  peyne 

And  wote  howe  sore  it  can  a  man  distreyne  1816 

As  he  l^af  ha]?  oft  bene  cau^f  in  his  laas 

I  }ou  for^iue  al  holy  fia  trespaas  /  ^^ 

Atte  request*  of  Je  quene  J)af  knele^  here 

And  eke  of  Emelye  my  sustei*  dere  1 820 
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And  ^e  shul  bo]>e  vnto  me  swere 
Thaf  nenermore  je  shul  my  cuntre  dere 
Ne  make  wene  vpon  me  nyjf  ne  day 
Bat  bene  my  fiendes  in  al  ^af  je  may 
I  nowe  forjeue  Jis  trespase  euery  deft 
And  ])ei  hym  swore  his  azing^  fau'  and  wefi 
And  him  of  lordship  and  of  mercye  preide 
And  so  hem  graimte])  grace  and  ^us  he  scide 
To  speke  of  Bial  lynage  and  ricches 
Thoo  }»at  she  were  a  quene  or  a  pnncesse 
£che  of  50a  bo^e  is  worjyi  doutelees 
To  wedden  whan  tyme  is  but<  na^elees 
I  speke  as  for  my  snstei'  Emelye 
ffor  whoom  ^e  hane  ^is  stxif  and  lelosie 
3e  wote  30ure  self  ze  may  nof  wedden  two 
A1^  ones  ]K)n3e  je  fijten  enermoo 
^t*  oon  of  3on  be  he  lo])  or  liefe 
He  mot*  go  pipen  in  an  yve  liefe 
This  is  to  say  she  may  nof  nowe  haue  both 
Ne  be  30  neueie  so  lelous  and  so  wroth 
And  for-^i  ^er  nowe  put*  in  fls  degre 
Thaf  eche  of  30a  shal  haue  his  destane 
As  him  is  shape  and  harkene^  in  whaf  wise 
Lo  here  ^oure  ende  and  ^af  I  shal  devise 
f  My  wille  is  ]ns  for  plaf  conclusiofi 
Wif  oute[n]  eny  replicadofi 
Jif  )>af  30U  like^  take  if  for  ^e  besf 
Thaf  enery  of  ^on  shal  go  wher  hym  lesf 
ffiely  wi^  oaten  raonson  [or]  daungere 
At  )ns  day  fifty  wekes  fer  ne  nere 
Eaericb  of  30U  shal  bryng*  an  .C.  knyjtes 
Aimed  for  listes  vp  al  rightes 
Al  redy  to  darreyn  hir*  by  batayle 
And  fvs  bihote  I  30a  vnf  outen  faile 
Vpon  my  trouje  and  as  I  am  a  kny3f 
p9i  wheder  of  30U  boJ[e]  Jaf  ha}>  my3f 
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This  is  to  seyn  feAf  whedere  he  or  ^owe 

May  yvif  his  hundred  as  I  haue  spoke  of  nowe  6>  o 

Slee  his  contrary  or  ont*  of  lystes  diive 

Than  shal  I  ^eue  hym  Emely  to  wyve  1860 

To  whom  ^t  fortune  ha^  3eue  so  faire  a  grace 

The  listes  shal  I  do  maken  in  ]»is  place 

And  god  so  wisly  on  my  soule  rwe  dmt  M,  Ucki 

As  I  shal  euene  Inge  be  and  trwe  1864 

3e  shal  non  of  ere  ende  wl^  me  make 

fSiV  oon  of  30U  shal  be  dede  or  take 

And  if  yow  ^enke  ^is  is  wel  yseide 

Sey  jonre  ayice  and  holde  3on  wel  apaide  1868   1 S  7  o 

This  is  ^oure  ende  and  ^our  conclusiofL 

TVho  loke^  lightly  now  buf  Palamon 

Swo  springeth  irp  for  loie  buf  Arcite 

Who  conde  telle  or  who  coude  if  endite  1872 

The  loie  )>af  is  made  in  ])at<  place  ''^' 

Whan  Thesens  ha])  dofi  so  feure  a  grace 

But*  doune  on  knees  went*  eneiy  manure  wijf 

And  thonked  hym  wi]>  al  her  herf  and  myjf  1876 

And  namely  J^ise  Thybeanee  mony  sith 

And  fviB  wi^  hope  and  herta  blitK  z  o 

The!  take  her  leue  and  homward  gan  J^ei  ride 

Tho  Thebes-ward  wi]»  olde  walles  wide  1880 

[ 

no  gap  in  the  MS.] 

IT  I  trowe  men  wolde  demo  if  necligence 

If  I  forjete  to  telle  }»e  dispence 

Of  Theseus  faf  go}>  so  bisily  S^ 

To  maken  vp  fe  listes  rially  1^®* 

Thaf  suche  a  noble  theatre  as  if  was 

I  dar  wel  seyn  in  ^is  world  ther  nas 

The  circuyte  a  myle  was  aboute 

Walled  wijj  stone  and  dicched  al  wij)  oute  1888   » %  *?  o 

Rounde  was  ^  shappe  in  manere  of  a  compas  / 
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fful  of  degrees  pe  heght*  of  sixty  paas 

Thaf  wban  a  man  was  sette  on  oon  d^ie 

He  letted  not*  his  felawe  f orto  see 

Estward  ^r  stode  a  gate  of  Marbel  white 

WestwarJ  right*  snch  a  no)»er  in  pe  opposite 

And  shortely  to  conclude  sucli  a  place 

Was  non  in  er^  as  in  so  litel  space 

ffor  in  }e  londe  ^r  nas  no  crafty  man 

That*  Geometiye  or  aismetrike  can 

Ne  portraiooi'  ne  kernel'  of  ymages 

That*  Theseus  ne  jane  him  mete  and  wt^es 

The  theater  to  make  and  to  deviBe 

And  forto  doon  his  ri^t^  And  his  saciifise 

He  EstwarJ  ha]»  [ap]on  ^e  gate  ahoue 

In  worship  of  wenus  goddes  of  loue 

Done  maken  an  awtere  and  an  oratorio 

And  on  ]»e  westward  side  in  memorie 

Of  Macs  he  h&p  maked  li^t*  such  ano^ere 

yal^  eoeff  largely  of  gold  a  ffo]»erd 

And  norjrward  in  a  t<mretf  on  ^e  watt 

Of  Alabaster  white  and  rede  Coialt 

An  oratoiie  riche  forto  see 

In  worship  of  Diane  of  chaastite 

Ha^  Theseus  done  wroujt*  in  nohle  wise 

Bat*  j^V  had  I  forgete  forto  deyise 

Thal^  nohle  kervingges  and  fe  pourtratures 

pe  shappe  ^  countenaimce  and  ye  figures 

^t^  weren  in  ]»  oratories  thre 

fiirst*  in  fe  temple  of  Venus  maist  fon  see 

Wroujt?  on  pe  walle  ful  pitous  to  hiholde 

ye  broken  slepes  and  ye  sighes  eolde 

ye  sacred  teeres  and  ye  waymentynge 

ye  fiiy  strokes  of  ye  desiringe 

^t^  loues  seruotmtes  in  ^  lif  enduren 

ye  Oyes  ^at*  her  conauntes  assuren 

Plesaunce  and  hope,  desire  fool-hardynesse 
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Beanie  and  ^oujt*.  bawdiy  richesse 

Charmes  and  force,  lesingges  and  flaterye 

Dispence  bysynesse  and  lelowsie  1928  >  ?  -3  c 

fB,V  wered  of  jolowe  goldes  a  garlonde 

And  a  Cnkkowe  sitting^  on  her  honde 

ffeestes  inatrumentes  Carolles  daunces 

Juste  and  array  and  al  ]>e  circumstauTUies  1932 

Of  loue  wMche  I  rekened  and  reken  shafl*  -^"^ 

By  ordere  were  peynted  on  f  e  watt 

And  mo  ^an  I  con  [make]  of  menci5u  iieaf  27,  uok] 

ffor  so]>ly  al  'pe  mdnt  of  Citharon  1936 

Ther  Yenus  ha^  her  principal  dwellinge 

Was  shewed  in  ^e  walle  in  purtraiynge  4-a 

Wi]>  al  ]>e  Gardeyne  and  ^e  lustynesse 

Not*  was  forjeten  ]^  porter  ydelnesse  1940 

Ne  narcisTis  (e  faire  of  yore  agone 

Ke  3it<  ]>e  foly  of  king<  salamon 

Ne  3if  J>e  grete  strengthe  of  hercules  as^ 

pe  enchauntementz  of  Medea  and  certes  1944 

Ke  of  Tumus  wi]»  ]>e  hardy  fires  corage 

fe  riche  Greens  catif  in  semage 

Thus  may  ^e  sene  ^at  wisdom  ne  ricchesse 

Bewte  ne  scleighte.  strengthe  hardynesse  1948  i9>r^ 

Ke  may  with  Yenus  holde  chaumpartie 

ffor  as  her  list<  pe  world  ]>an  may  she  gie 

IT  Loo  alle  ]>ise  folk  so  caught*  were  in  her  las 

To  fei  for  woo  ful  ofben  seide  alas  1952 

SuffiseJ>  here  oon  ensample  or  two  SS' 

And  ]>oughe  ]>er  coude  rekne  a  thousand  moo 

The  statue  of  Yenus  glorious  to  see 

Was  naked  fletinge  in  ]>e  large  see  1956 

And  from  ]>e  nauel  doim  al  keuered  was 

WiJ>  wawes  grene  and  bri3t*  as  eny  glas  t*o 

A  Citole  in  hire  ri^te  hond  had  she 

And  on  her  hede  ful  semely  to  see  19G0 

A  Rose  garlonde  fresshe  an  wel  smellinge 

rETWORTH   66 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


OBOUP  JL   §  2.  KinoHT's  TALE,  Petwofth  MS.     57 

Abone  her  hede  her  downes  flateringe 

B jfore  hii*  stode  hii*  sone  Capido  4^— 

Ypon  bis  shulders  wenges  had  he  two  1964 

And  bljnde  he  was  as  it*  is  ofte  sene 

A  bowe  he  bare  and  aiowes  bri3f  and  kene 

Y  Whi  shnld  I  not  eke  as  wel  telle  30U  alle 

The  pmirfcratnre  Jat'  was  vpon  f  e  walle  1968    '  9  7  o 

Wi]»  in  ye  temple  of  my^ty  mars  pe  rede 

Al  peynted  was  ye  walle  in  lengthe  and  brede 

Like  to  ye  Estres  of  fe  grisly  place  omtK] 

ye  bights  ye  gr[e]te  temple  of  Mars  in  trace  1972 

In  >ilk[e]  colde  frosty  Eegyon  7>r 

Ih«r  as  Mars  ha^  his  sonereyii  mancidn 

Y  ffirsf  on  ye  walle  was  peynted  a  foreste 

In  which  ^  wonne]»  nei]>er  man  ne  beste  1976 

"Wiy  knotty  knarry  bareyn  trees  olde 

Of  stnbbes  sbaipe  and  hidous  to  biholde  ^  o 

In  whi(^  ^r  was  a  rombled  and  a  swoghe 

As  ^ugh  a  storme  shnld  breke  euery  bou^e  1980 

And  dounward  /  from  an  hille  vnder  a  benf 

There  stode  ye  temple  of  Mars  Armypotenf 

Wroughf  of  al  of  bumyd  steel  of  which  ^e  entenf         ^^ 

Was  longe  and  streit*  Und  goostly  forto  sent*  1984 

And  ^er  out*  came  a  rage  in  such  a  wise 

j^  iif  made  al  ye  gates  forto  rise 

TQ  nor)»eron  lijt^  in  at  ye  doores  shooii 

ffor  wyndowe  on  ye  watt  ]»an  was  yer  nofi  1988  '9  9  o 

^orowe  whiche  men  my^t  eny  Hghf  disc^me 

ye  door  was  al  of  Athamanf  eteme 

Ydenched  ouertwerf  and  endelonge 

yny  Iren  towe  forto  make  if  stronge  1992 

Eaery  piler  J>e  temple  to  snstene  9<r" 

'Was  tonne  grete  of  yren  bri3f  and  shene 

Ther  s^he  I  fnrst*  ye  [derk]  ymagynyng* 

Of  felowny  and  al  ye  compassing*  1996 

The  cruel  Ire  rede  as  eny  gleede 
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}»e  Pikpuis  a&d  eke  ]>e  pale  diede  3.  oo^ 

fe  smyler  wif  J>e  knyf  vnder  fe  cloke 

|>e  shippen  bTennyng*  wi^  ^e  blak[e]  smoke  2000 

fe  tresofi  of  fe  moipenxig  in  }e  bedde 

pe  open  werre  wif  woundes  al  by-bledde 

Conteckte  wip  blody  knyff  and  sharpe  manace 

Al  fdl  of  chirkinge  was  ]>af  soiy  place  2004 

))e  scleer  of  bim  self  ^iif  segll  I  J^ere 

His  herte-bloode  h&p  ba])ed  al  bis  hean^ 

Tbe  nayle  ydiyuen  in  ])e  abode  a  ny^t*  ci«af  n»  bMh] 

Wi]»  colde  de^  wi]»  mon^  gs^ing*  vp  133!^  2008 

Amyddes  of  pe  temple  satte  a  mescbaunce 

Wip  discomfort*  and  son  conntenatcnce 

Jiif  saugbe  I  woodnesse  lan^iing*  in  bis  rage 

Armed  compleinf  outbees  and  fires  oorage  2012 

))e  Careyn  in  f e  bussb  -wip  frote  ycorve 

A  tbousand  sclayne  and  not*  of  qnateie  ystorae 

Tbis  tyraunf  wif  fe  pray  by  force  yrafte 

^e  tonne  destroied  pet  nas  no  ^ing*  ylafte  201  <( 

^it*  segbe  I  brenf  pe  sbippes  Hoppesteres 

Tbe  bunte  strangled  wij>  J>e  wilde  beres 

Tbe  sowe  firetinge  )e  cbilde  rijt*  in  fe  cradett 

Tbe  Coke  yscalded  for  al  bis  longe  Lidett  2020 

Nou^t  was  forgeten  by  pe  infortone  of  Marte 

Tbe  Carter  ouer-riden  wij>  J>e  Carte 

Yndere  fe  wbele  fol  lowe  be  lay  adotm 

^ere  were  also  of  Martes  dynysioun  2024 

^e  Barboure  pe  bocbere  and  pe  Smytb 

^at*  foTgQp  sbarpe  swerdes  on  pe  sUtJk 

And  al  aboue  depeynted  in  a  toure 

Saugbe  I  conquest*  sittinge  in  grete  bononrtf  2028 

Wi]>  pe  sbarpe  swerde  ouer  bis  bede 

Hanginge  by  a  sotile  twyned  Jniede 

Depeinted  was  pe  tbe  sdaungbtei^  of  luliu. 

Of  grete  Nero  and  of  Antboneus  2032 

Al  be  fat*  J>ilke  tyme  fei  were  vnborll 
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$%  was  her  dej»  depeinted  ^r  hUotA 

By  Tnnnmring*  of  Mars  ii}i*  by  figme 

■o  iras  if  shewed  in  ye  purtratuie  2036 

As  is  depeinted  in  fe  eerires  abone 

Who  shal  be  ded  or  slayne  fbr  lone 

SnfBseJ^  oon  ensample  in  stories  okLe 

I  may  not*  rekne  hem  al[le]  ^ou^  I  wolde  2040 

fe  statue  of  mars  vpon  a  carte  stode 

Armed  and  loked  gzymme  as  he  wese  wode 

And  oner  his  hode  fer  shyne^  two  figures  [letf »] 

Of  stenes  ]>at*  bens  eleped  in  figures  2044 

That^  oon  Pnella  that*  o]>er  mbeus 

This  god  of  armes  was  aiaied  ^us 

A  wolf  y&r  stode  to  fom  him  at<  his  fete 

Wly  eyen  rede  and  of  a  man  he  ete  2048 

WiJ>  sotel  pensel  was  depeynted  ]>is  stone 

In  recordinge  of  Mars  and  [of]  his  glorie 

f  Kowe  to  fe  temple  of  Dyane  ]>e  chaste 

As  shortely  as  I  can  I  wil  me  haste  2052 

To  telle  joa  al  the  descripdozai 

Depeynted  was  pe  walle  yp  and  douR 

Of  hontinge  and  of  shamfast  chastite 

^r  saoghe  I  how  wooM  calistope  2066 

Whan  pekP  Dyane  agrened  was  [with]  here 

Was  tamed  from  a  womman  to  a  here 

And  after  was  she  made  fe  lode-st^re 

Thns  was  she  peynted  I  can  say  30U  no  ferre  2060 

Her  sone  is  eke  a^  stene  as  ^e  may  see 

^r  sanghe  I  dane  turned  to  a  tree 

I  mene  not*  pe  goddes  Dyane 

Buf^  Pennens  doughter  whidbL  fat  lal^ta  dane  2064 

^r  saugh  I  Attheon  an  hert^  ymaked 

ffor  yengeannce  )>at*  he  segh  diane  al  naked 

I  sangh  ]>at*  how  his  hoondes  haae  hym  canghte 

And  ireten  him  for  fei  knewe  hym  naajte  2068 

Jiif  ypeynted  was  a  litel  fer^ermore 
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Howe  Atthelaunt*  hunted  ^  wilde  boie 

And  maleagre  and  mony  o]>6r  moo/ 

ffor  whiche  diane  wiou^f  hjm  care  and  woo  2072 

Ther  seghe  I  many  anojyer  wor]»i  story 

Whiche  men  lisf  not*  to  drowe  to  memory 

This  goddes  ypon  an  herf  ful  wel  she  sette 

WiJ^  smale  hoimdes  al  aboat<  her  fete  2076 

And  yndeme]>e  her  fete  she  had  a  mone 

Wexingf  it<  was  and  shal  wany  sone 

In  gaudy  grene  her  statue  clo]>es  was  Dotf »,  bMk] 

Wip  howe  in  honde  and  arowes  in  a  cas  2080 

Her  eyen  kest^  she  fal  lowe  a  doune 

Ther  Pluto  ha]y  his  derke  regiot^n 

A  woman  travailing*  was  hii'  bifom 

But*  for  her  child  was  so  longe  ynborfi  2084 

fiul  pitously  lucyna  can  she  calle 

And  seide  helpe  for  ]»ou  maisf  best*  of  alld 

Wel  coude  he  peynte  lyvely  faf  it  wrou^f 

WiJ>  mony  a  floreyne  he  fe  coloures  hoi^t*  2088 

IT  l^ow  bene  ]yise  listes  made  and  theseus 

That*  at  his  grete  cost*  araied  pus 

pe  temple  and  pe  theatre  eu^ry  dele 

Whan  if  was  done  him  liked  wondef  wele  2092 

But*  stint*  I  wil  of  Theseus  a  lite 

And  speke  of  Palamon  and  [of]  arcite 

The  [day]  approche]>  of  her  retoumynge 

]yat*  eueriche  shuld  an  G.  knyghtes  bringe  2096 

The  bataille  to  darrey  as  I  you  tolda 

And  to  Athenes  her  couenatinte  forto  holde] 

Ha]>  eueiy  of  hem  brou^t*  an  .G.  knyghtes 

Wel  armed  for  pe  werre  af  al[le]  rightes  2100 

And  sikerly  per  trowed  many  a  man 

That*  neuere  si]»  ]mf  pe  world  bygan 

That*  forto  speke  of  knyghthode  of  her  honde 

As  fer  as  god  ha]y  maked  see  or  londe  2104 

Kas  of  so  fewe  so  noble  a  companye 
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ffor  eueiy  inglit^  faif  loued  chiraliye 

And  wold  his  ^nkes  hane  a  passaunte  name 

Ha(  pieide  Jutf  he  myghf  be  of  p&V  game  2108 

And  wel  was  him  yaf  ^erto  chosen  was 

Sat  if  ^r  felle  to  morow  such  a  caas 

^  knowen  wel  ^af  eneiy  lusty  kn73t 

^t^  lone])  paramoms  and  ha]y  [his]  my^t*  2112 

Were  it*  in  engelonde  or  ellis  where 

fei  wolden  &yne  wilnen  to  be  peie 

To  fight'  for  a  lady  O  benedicite  Oatf  m3 

It  were  a  lusty  sighta  forto  se  2116 

And  zighf  so  feerden  f&.  mf  Pakmofk 

Wi]»  hym  }ei  wenten  knyghtes  mony  od 

Som  wol  be  aimed  in  an  haberion 

And  a  bresf  plate  and  a  litel  gippon  2120 

And  some  wil  hane  a  peire  plates  laige 

And  some  wil  hane  a  Spmse  plate  sheeld  or  taige 

Somme  wil  [be]  armed  on  his  legges  wefie 

And  hane  an  axe  and  some  a  mace  of  stele  2124 

^r  nas  no  newe  gyse  faif  it*  nas  olde 

Armed  were  ^i  as  I  hane  3on  tolde 

Enerich  after  his  opynyon 

Ther  maisf  ^n  see  commyng*  with  Falamon  2128 

ligiu^  hym  self  fe  greta  king*  of  trace 

Blak  was  his  visage  and  manly  was  his  face 

fe  Cercles  of  ^  eyen  in  his  hede 

y^  glowden  bitwix  jelowe  and  rede  2132 

And  liche  a  lyon  loked  he  aboute 

With  kempte  heeres  on  his  browes  stoute 

His  lymes  grete  his  brawnes  stronge 

His  sholdies  brode  his  armes  rounde  and  longe  2136 

And  as  ye  Gyse  was  in  his  cnntre 

ffdl  heghe  ypon  a  chare  of  gold  stode  he 

yfip  .iiij.  white  boles  in  ^e  trais 

In  stede  of  cote  armnra  and  his  hamais  2140 

Wi]»  nailles  jelowe  and  bri^f  as  eny  gold 
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He  bad  a  henea  skyn  coleblake  for  olde 

His  longe  beer  was  kempte  bebinde  bis  bak 

As  eny  raaens  fej)ere  it*  sboon  for  blak  2144 

A  wre^  of  gold,  aime  bri^f  of  buge  wijt* 

Ypon  bis  bede  sette  fdl  of  stonys  bTi3f 

Of  fyne  Rabies  and  of  dyamauntz 

Abonf  bis  cbare  ]>er  went*  wbite  alanntz  2148 

zz^'  and  moo  as  grete  as  ony  stei* 

To  bunten  af  pe  lyon  or  ]ye  deei^ 

And  folowed  bym  -wi^  mosel  fast*  yboundd  o«ifs«,i»ek] 

Colers  of  golds  and  torrettes  pbiled  rounde  2152 

An  C.  lordes  bad  be  in  bis  route 

Armed  f ul  wel  wi^  bertes  sfeeme  and  stonte 

V  Witb  Arcite  in  stories  as  men  fynde 

Tbe  grete  Emetrens  fe  king*  of  ynde  2156 

Ypon  a  stede  bay  trapped  in  stele 

Couered  wi^  a  do^  of  gold  diapred  wele 

Come  riding*  licbe  pe  god  of  armed  Mars 

His  cote  armnre  was  a  dope  of  tars  2160 

Coucbed  wi]>  peerles  .  wbite.  rounde  and  grete 

HiB  sadel  was  of  bient  golcl  newe  ybete 

A  mantel  ypon  bis  sbulder  bongynge 

Bretfdl  of  rubies  rede  as  fire  8par[c]linge  2164 

His  Crispe  bere  licbe  rynges  was  yronne 

And  ]>at*  was  ^elowe  and  glitering*  as  pe  sonne 

His  nose  was  begbe  bis  eyen  bri^f  citryn 

His  lippes  rounde  bis  colour  was  Sangwyn)  2168 

A  fewe  &akens  in  bis  face  spreynf 

Bitwix  3elowe  and  somdele  blak*  ymeynt* 

And  as  a  lyon  be  is  eyen  caste 

Of  xxv^  3ere  bis  age  y  caste  2173 

His  beerd  was  wel  bygonne  f orto  springe 

His  vois  was  as  a  trompet*  J^ondringe 

Ypon  bis  bede  be  wered  a  laurer  grene 

A  garlond  fressbe  and  lusty  forto  sene  2176 

Ypon  bis  bonde  be  bare  for  bis  delite 

R  FETWOBTH   eS 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


oiwup  A.  §  8.  khight's  talk.  Petworth  MS.    63 

An  l!gle  tame  as  enj  lyl je  white 

An  .0.  lordea  had  he  vnp  hym  ])ere 

Al  armed  aaof  her  hedes  in  al  her  gero  2180 

Svl  lichelj  in  al[lej  maner  (ingges 

fibv  tnute^  wel  ]»f  dukes  Erlea  kjnggea 

Were  gadered  in  ^ia  noble  companye 

ffor  lone  and  for  encrees  Of  chynalrye  2184 

About*  fiB  kny^t*  ])er  lanne  on  eueiy  part* 

fful  mony  a  tame  lyon  and  leopart* 

And  in  ^  vise  ]>ise  lordes  al  and  some  omt  n] 

Bene  on  pe  sonday  to  fe  Cite  come  2188 

Abonte  prime  and  in  (e  tonn  alight* 

This  Theseus  ^is.duke  ]yis  wor^i  knyjt* 

Whan  he  had  broujf  hem  into  his  Cite 

And  Tnned  hem  [ech]  after  her  degre  2192 

He  feesteth  hem  and  do]>  so  gref  laboure 

To  esen  hem  and  done  hem  al  honours 

That*  )it*  men  wenen  pat*  no  mannys  witte 

Of  noon  astate  ne  covde  amenden  it*  2196 

The  mynstndsy  pe  servise  at*  fe  feest 

The  grete  jiftes  to  ye  most*  and  laeat^ 

The  riche  aray  of  Theseus  palays 

Ne  who  sat*  first*  and  laste  ypon  pe  dees  2200 

What*  ladies  fairest  bene  or  best*  daunsing^ 

Or  whiehe  of  hem  can  best^  daunce  or  singe 

Ne  who  most^  felingly  8peke]>  of  lone 

Whot^  hawkes  sitten  or  perche  aboue  2204 

What*  houndes  liggen  on  ]ye  floor  a-doun 

Of  al  this  nowe  I  make  no  mencyot<n 

But*  al  fe  effecte  ]Mif  fenkep  me  pe  best* 

Nowe  commep  fe  poynt*  herkne]>  if  jou  lest*  2208 

f  The  sonday  nyghf  er  day  gan  to  springe 

Whan  Palamon  ye  larke  herd  singe 

Al  ^u^e  it*  ner  not*  day  by  howres  two 

3it^  songe  ye  larke  and  Palamon  ri^t*  J^oc  2212 

Wiy  holy  herf  and  wij>  an  highe  corage 
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He  roos  yp  to  we[n]de]i  on  his  pilgiymage 

Vnto  fe  blisful  Cithera  benygne 

I  mene  Yenua  honurable  and  digne  2216 

And  in  her  houre  he  walkejy  for]>  apaas 

Vnto  fe  listes  J>er  J>e  tempel  was 

And  doiine  he  knelejy  and  wi]y  humble  chere 

And  herte  sore  he  seide  as  ^q  shal  here  2220 

IT  fffdrest* .  o  faire  .  o.  lady  myne  Venus 

Dou^tere  to  loue  and  spouse  to  Vlcanus 

Thow  glader  of  J>e  mounte  of  Citheroun  [Imt  n,  tacki 

ffor  pUk[e]  loue  ]>ou  haddest*  to  a-doun  2224 

Haue  pite  on  my  bitter  teeres  smerte 

And  take  myn  humble  preier  af  pme  herte 

Alas  I  ne  haue  no  langage  to  telle 

])e  effecte  ne  fe  tot^rment*  of  myn  helle  2228 

Myne  herte  may  myn  armes  not*  be-wreye 

I  am  so  confused  ^af  I  can  nof  seye 

But*  mercy  lady  brijt*  pat»  woost  wele 

My  Jyou^t*  and  seesf  what*  harmes  I  fele  2232 

Considere  al  pis  and  rwe  ypon  my  sore 

As  visly  as  I  shal  for  euermore 

Hensfor])  my  my3f  fi  trewe  seruatmte  be 

And  hole  werre  alwaie  -wif  chaastite  2236 

Thaf  make  I  myne  arowe  so  as  je  may  helpe 

I  kepe  nof  of  armes  for  to  3elpe 

Ne  I  ne  axe  nof  to  morowe  to  haue  victorie 

Ne  renot^n  in  p\a  caas  ne  yeynglorie  2240 

Of  price  of  armes  blowen  vp  and  dot^n 

But  I  wold  haue  fully  possessiotm 

Of  Emelye  and  dye  in  her  seruise 

fi^de  Jk>u  fe  manere  howe  and  in  whaf  wise  2244 

I  recche  nof  buf  if  may  better  be 

To  haue  victorie  of  hem  or  pei  of  me 

So  thaf  I  haue  my  lemman  in  myn  armes 

ffor  pou^e  so  be  ]yaf  mars  is  god  of  aimes  2248 

3oure  vertue  is  so  grete  in  heuene  aboue 
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patf  if  ^  lest  I  shal  vel  haue  my  loue 
Thy  tempel  shal  I  worship  euermoo 
And  on  ^ine  awteie  wher  I  ride  or  goo 
I  wil  doon  saczifise  and  fires  bete 
And  3if  je  vil  not^  so  my  lady  swete 
fan  prey  I  ^on  to  morowe  -wij^  a  spere 
^t^  Aidta  me  ]K>ighe  pe  herte  here 
Then  rekke  I  nof  whan  I  hane  losf  my  lif 
^n^e  Andta  wynne  her  to  his  wiff 
This  is  fe  effecte  and  eende  of  my  priere 
)eae  me  my  lady  ^u  blisfol  lady  dere 

Y  Whan  pe  orison  was  ddn  of  Fakmon 
His  sacrifise  he  did  and  J^af  a-n5n 

ffol  pitonsly  wi]»  al|le]  circumstatmces 
Al  telle  I  not*  as  nowe  his  obseroatmces 
Bat^  atte  laste  ^  statue  of  Yenns  shoke 
And  made  a  eigne  wherby  f  af  he  toke 
fM  his  pTeier  accepted  was  ]>at*  day 
ffofT  ]K>n3e  ]>e  signe  shewed  a  delay 
$t  wist^  he  wele  y&if  giaunted  was  his  bone 
And  irip  glad  herf  he  wenf  awaie  ful  sone 

Y  ye  iij.  honre  in-eqnal  J^at*  Palamofi 
Byganne  to  yenns  temple  forto  gofi 
Yp  rooe  fe  sonne  and  yp  roos  Emelye 
And  to  pe  temple  of  Dyane  gan  she  hie 
Hir  maidens  ]Af  she  ^der  wi]>  hir  ladde 
ffol  redily  wif  hem  ]>e  fire  ]>ei  hadde 

ye  encense  ye  clo]>e8  and  ye  remenatmte  alt 
])at  to  ye  sacrifise  longen  shaft 
ye  homes  fed  of  meth  as  was  ye  gise 
yet  lacked  non3f  to  don  her  sacrifise 
Smoking*  ye  temple  ful  of  clojyes  faire 
This  Emelie  wi]»  hert«  debonair^ 
Hii*  lady  wasshe  vdy  water  of  a  welle 
But  howe  she  did  hir  ri^t*  I  dar  nof  telle 
But*  it*  be  eny  f  ing*  in  general! 
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And  3ii;<  it*  weie  a  game  to  here  it  ali 

To  him  faf  menej?  wel  if  were  no  chaige 

But*  if  is  good  a  man  be  af  his  laige  2288 

Hir  biijf  heres  weie  kempte  Vntressed  alt 

A  coione  of  a  grene  oke  seriatt 

Ypon  her  hede  was  sette  ful  faiie  and  mete 

Two  fixes  on  ]>e  awtei  gan  she  bete  2292 

And  did  her  ]>ingges  as  men  may  biholde 

In  stace  of  Thebes  and  ]yise  bokes  olde 

Whan  kindeled  was  ])e  fire  wi]y  pitous  chere         [\Mfu,  tadci 

Ynto  Diane  she  spake  as  )e  may  here  2296 

%  0  chaastd  goddes  of  ^e  wodes  grene 

To  whoom  bo]>  heuene  and  eife  and  see  is  sene 

Quene  of  [the]  regne  of  Polute  derk  and  lowe 

Goddes  of  maydenes  ])af  myn  herf  hasf  knowe  2300 

ffal  mony  a  ^ere  and  woosf  whaf  I  desire 

As  kepe  me  from  ]d  vengeance  and  pine  Ire 

Thaf  attheon  abou3te  cruelly 

Chaasf  goddes  wel  woosf  pou  thaf  I  2304 

Desire  to  be  a  maiden  al  my  liff 

Ne  neuere  wil  I  be  [no]  loue  ne  wiff 

I  am  J>ou  woosf  ^if  of  J)i  companye 

A  maide  and  loue  huntyng*  and  veneiye  2308 

And  for  to  walke  in  ]>e  wodes  wilde 

And  nof  to  be  a  wiff  and  be  wi]y  childe 

Naf  wil  I  knowe  company  of  man 

Now  helpe  me  lady  si]>  je  may  and  can  2312 

ffor  ]»oo  ]>re  formes  ^af  ]>ou  hasf  in  pe 

And  Palamon  ]>af  ha]>  such  loue  to  me 

And  eke  Arcite  (af  loue])  me  so  sore 

This  grace  I  prei  (e  wi]y  out  more  2316 

And  sende  loue  and  pees  ytwyx  hem  twoo 

And  fro  me  tume  away  her  hertes  so 

Thaf  al  her  hote  loue  and  her  desire 

And  al  her  bysy  tormenf  and  her  fire  2320 

Be  queynf  or  turned  in  an  o^^re  place 
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And  if  so  be  ^u  wilfc*  do  me  no  grace 
Or  if  it  be  mj  dcstany  be  shaped  soo 
That  I  shal  nedee  haue  oon  of  hem  two 
As  sende  me  him  }af  mosf  desire]^  me 
Biholde  goddesse  of  clone  chaastite 
The  bitter  teeiee  ]Af  on  my  chekes  falle 
8i^  fovL  art*  maide  and  keper  of  vs  alle 
My  maydenhode  fon  kepe  and  wel  conserae 
And  while  I  lif  a  maiden  I  wil  fe  serae 
ye  fires  brenne  Tpon  ye  Autei^  clere 
While  Emely  was  ]>as  in  his  preiere 
Bnf  sodeynly  she  seghe  a  ^inge  qaeynl^ 
ffor  lighf  anoon  oon  of  ye  fiies  qaeynf 
And  qnicked  ageyn  and  after  ]»af  anon 
That^  oyer  fire  was  queynt*  and  al  ag5n 
And  as  it*  queint*  it  made  a  qwistelinge 
As  done  ^ise  wete  brondee  in  her  brennyngd 
Y  And  at*  ye  brondea  eende  ouf  ranne  andn 
As  it*  were  blody  dropes  mony  on 
ffor  whictL  so  sore  argasie  was  Emelie 
y&t  she  was  wel  nyghe  madde  and  gan  to  crye 
ffor  she  ne  wist«  whaf  it*  signified 
Bnf  only  for  ^e  fire  yviB  she  criede 
And  wepte  ]>at  if  was  pite  for  to  here 
And  yer  wi]>  al  Diane  gan  to  apere 
WiJ>  bowe  on  bond  righf  as  an  hunteresse 
And  seide  doo^tere  stinf  of  ^e  henynesse 
And  monge  the  goddee  high  it  is  affermed 
And  by  eteme  worde  writf  and  confermed 
^w  shalf  be  wedded  Tnto  oon  of  ]>oo 
^f  ban  for  ye  so  moche  care  and  woo 
Bnt  Tnto  whicll  of  hem  I  may  nof  telle 
ffare  wele  I  may  no  longer  dwelle 
ye  fire  whiche  ^af  on  myn  awtei'  brenne 
Shal  ye  declaren  er  yet  yon  go  henne 
Thine  aventare  of  lone  as  in  J^is  caas 
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And  with  ]>af  worde  }e  Arowes  in  fe  caas 

Of  pe  goddes  clateren  faat  and  ringe 

And  for])  she  went*  and  made  a  yanysshinge  23G0 

fifor  whiche  ]yis  Emely  a-stonyed  was 

And  seide  what;'  mounteth  piB  alas 

I  put*  me  in  J^i  protection 

Diane  and  in  }i  disposicion  2364 

And  home  she  go]y  ye  neste  way 

This  is  fe  effecte  per  is  no  more  to  say 

pe  nexte  home  of  Mars  folowing*  pis  pearss,  bock] 

Arcite  vnto  ]ye  temple  ywalked  is  2368 

Of  feers  mars  to  done  his  sacrifise 

WiJ>  al  J>e  myghtes  of  his  peynymes  wise 

Wip  pitous  hert*  and  hoghe  deuocion 

Eijt*  ]>us  to  Mars  he  seide  his  Orison  2372 

IT  0  stronge  god  ]yat<  in  the  regnes  colde 

Of  taars  honoured  art  and  lord  yholde 

And  hast*  in  euery  regne  and  enery  londe 

Of  armes  al  pe  bridel  in  June  honde  2376 

And  hem  fortunest*  as  fe  list*  deylse 

Accepte  of  me  my  pitous  sacrifise 

If  so  be  my  Jou^te  may  deserue 

And  J>at*  my  myghf  be  worJ?i  forto  serue  2380 

Thi  godhede  J>at*  I  may  be  oon  of  fine 

J)an  preie  I  fe  to  rwe  vj)on  my  pyne 

£for  filk  peyn  and  fat*  hoote  iire 

In  which  fou  brentest*  whilom  for  desyre  2384 

Whan  fovL  ysedisf  the  beaute 

Of  faire  yonge  fresshe  venus  free 

And  haddesf  hure  in  armes  at*  f  i  wille 

Alt  J>oughe  J>e  onys  on  a  tyme  mysfelle  2388 

Whan  vlcanus  had  kau3f  pe  in  his  laas 

And  foonde  f  e  ligging*  be  his  wif  alaas 

ffor  thilk[e]  sorowe  faf  was  in  fine  herte 

Ilaue  rauthe  as  wel  vpon  my  peynes  smerte  2392 

I  am  jonge  and  ynkonyng*  as  f  ou  wooste 
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And  as  I  tiowe  wij>  loue  offended  moste 
^at*  euere  was  eny  Ijues  creatare 
ffor  she  ]iaf  do])  me  al  this  woo  endnie 
Ne  Teche]»  neneie  wher  I  sinke  of  flete 
And  wel  I  wote  ere  she  me  mercy  hete 
I  mote  wip  strengths  wynne  her  in  }is  place 
And  wel  I  wote  wi]y  onten  helpe  or  grace 
Of  ^  ne  may  my  strengths  not<  availe 
Than  helpe  me  lord  to  morowe  in  my  bataile 
ffor  ]»ilk[e]  fire  ysAf  whilom  brenta  pe 
As  wel  as  y&i^  fire  now  brennejy  me 
And  do  yat*  I  to  morowe  haue  victorie 
Myne  be  pe  trayaile  and  pine  be  pe  glorie 
)ri  sonereyn  temple  wil  I  most*  hononren 
Of  eny  place  and  alway  mosf  labouren 
In  pi  plesaonce  and  in  ]>i  craftes  stronge 
And  in  ]»i  temple  I  wil  my  banei'  honga 
And  alt  pe  armes  in  my  companye 
And  eoermoro  vnto  pe  day  I  dye 
Eteme  fire  I  wil  byfore  pe  fynde 
And  eke  to  pla  awowe  I  wil  me  bynde 
My  loide  my  here  pat  hongep  lowe  a  dow[n]e 
paf  neuere  }it  ne  felf  offencioi^n 
Of  lasonre  ne  of  shere  I  wil  pe  ^eue 
And  hene  ]>i  trewe  sematf nte  while  I  lyue 
Kow  lord  haue  rouj)e  vpon  my  sorowes  sore 
^  me  pe  victorie  I  axe  pe  no  more 
The  preier  stint*  of  Arcita  pe  stronge 
The  Byngges  on  pe  tempel  door  ^if  honge 
And  eke  the  door[e]s  clateren  ful  fast* 
Of  whiche  Areita  somwhaf  hym  a-gast* 
The  fires  brennen  vpon  pe  auter  bri^t* 
That  if  gan  al  the  temple  for  j;o  light* 
And  swete  smelle  anoon  pe  grounde  vp  jaf 
And  Arcita  anofi  his  honde  vp  haf 
And  more  ensense  vnto  pe  fire  he  casf 
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Wi]y  oj^er  n^tes  moo  and  atte  last* 

The  statue  of  Mars  bygan  his  hauberk  lynge 

And  wi]y  ])af  soune  he  heide  a  murmuiynge  2432 

fful  lowe  and  dym  fat*  seide  fus  victorie 

fifor  which  he  jaue  to  mars  honour  and  glorie 

An  J?us  wif  loie  and  hope  wel  to  fare 

Ajcita  is  [y]brou3f  of  Mocha  care  2436 

As  fiiyn  as  foule  is  of  fe  hri^ie  sonne 

And  rijf  anon  such  stiif  is  bygonne 

ffor  ]>ilk[e]  grauntyng*  in  ^e  heuene  aboue  DnfM,  tack] 

By-twix  yenus  J^e  goddes  of  loue  2440 

And  Mars  pe  steeme  god  armypotenf 

Jjat  lubiter  was  bysy  if  to  stent* 

Til  at*  pe  [last]  Pale  Satumus  ]^  colde 

))af  knewe  so  mony  of  auentuies  olda  2444  ' 

if onde  in  his  bolde  experience  and  &  ^  art*  a  so]  j 

]}at*  he  ful  sone  ha]>  plesed  every  part*  | 

And  Boop  IB  seide  elde  ha]»  grete  auaimtage 

And  elde  is  bo]>[e]  wisdome  and  vsage  2448 

Men  may  pQ  olde  attenne  bat  not  atrede 

Satume  anon  to  stinten  strif  and  drede 

Al  be  if  ]yaf  if  is  s^einsf  his  kinde 

Of  al  his  strif  he  can  remedye  fynde  2452 

My  dere  doughter  Yenus  quod  satume 

My  cours  paf  ha}  so  wide  forto  tume  \ 

Ha]>  more  powere  pan  wote  eny  man 

Myne  is  pe  drenchinge  in  pe  see  so  wan  2456 

Myne  is  pe  prison  in  pe  derke  cote  | 

Myn  is  pe  stranglinge  and  pe  hanging*  by  pe  }rote 

pe  murmur'  and  pe  chirles  rebellinge 

pe  Gonynge  and  the  privey  enpoysenynge  2460 

I  do  yengeaunce  and  pleyn  correction 

While  I  dwelle  in  f  e  signe  of  the  lyon 

Myne  is  pe  Euyne  of  [t]he  hegh6  halles 

pe  faUinge  of  pe  toures  and  of  pe  walles  2464 

Vpon  pe  mynour*  or  vpon  pe  carpenters 
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I  siowgli  SaiBpflon  tthAlmff  ^  pilera 

And  myn^e]  be  ^e  maladies  colde 

The  derk  tresounes  and  |>e  castes  olde  246S 

My  lokinge  is  fe  fader  of  Pestilence 

Kowe  wepe  no  more  I  shal  do  my  diligence 

That  Palamon  f&if  is  fine  owne  kny^t^ 

Shal  hane  his  lady  as  ]ion  hasf  [him]  lii3f  2472 

Thouje  Mars  shal  helpe  his  ]my3f  ^it  najielees 

Bytwlx  3on  tweyne  ^r  mot  he  somtyme  pees 

Al  be  3e  nof  of  oon  complexion  [i«if  86] 

That^  canse]>  al  day  sach  dyuysioli  2476 

I  am  ^ine  eile  ledy  at*  J^i  willd 

Wepe  no  more  I  wil  ^i  lust*  f uMUe 

Now  wil  I  stinten  of  fiae  goddes  aboue 

Of  Mais  and  of  venus  goddes  of  loue  2480 

And  pleynly  I  wil  telle  30a  as  I  can 

Pe  grete  effecte  foi  which  ^at^  I  biganne 

[ 

no  gap  in  the  MS.] 

Grete  was  fe  feest*  in  Athenes  pat*  day 

And  eke  J^at*  lusty  seson  in  [that]  may  2484 

Made  enery  wighf  to  be  in  suehe  plesaunce 

And  al  J^at*  day  Insten  pei  and  dannce 

And  spenden  it*  in  Venus  hi^  seruyse 

But*  by  fe  cause  J^at*  ]>ei  shulden  rise  2488 

Erly  forto  seen  j>e  grete  fight 

Ynto  her  rest«  went*  pei  atte  nyght* 

And  on  j>e  moiowe  whan  day  gan  to  springe 

Of  hors  and  hamays  noyse  and  clateringe  2492 

))er  was  in  hostelrye  aboute 

And  to  J^e  palaies  rode  j>er  mony  a  route 

Of  lordes  vpon  stedes  and  palfreis 

yet  maisf  pou  see  dyvising*  of  hameis  2496 

So  Tncou}>e  and  so  riche  and  wrou3t  so  wett 

Of  Goldsmythrie  of  browding*  and  of  steett 
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The  sheeldes  bi^te  teesteeis  and  tiappiiies 

Grold-liewen  helmes  haiiberkes  and  cote  annures  2500 

Loidys  in  parementis  on  hei  couisen 

Knyghtes  of  letenue  and  eke  swiera 

Kailinge  J^e  speies  and  helmes  bokelinge 

Sigyng<  of  sheeldes  wi^  layyeis  lasinge  2504 

Iher  as  nede  is  fei  were  no  J^ing*  ydeli: 

]>e  ffomynge  steedes  on  ]>e  golden  bridelt 

Snavyng^  and  fasf  fe  ammiexs  also 

Wijy  file  and  hamnre  riding*  to  and  fixx)  2508 

3emen  on  foote  and  comons  many  oil 

Wi]>  shorte  staues  ])ikke  as  ]>ei  may  gofi 

Pipes  trompettes  nakems  and  clariouns  vakix,  tack] 

))af  in  ])e  bataille  blewen  blody  sownes  2512 

j)Q  paleis  fill  of  puple  irp  and  dotm 

Here  fre  fet  ten  holdinge  her  questioun 

Dyuynyng«  of  }>ise  thibeanes  kny^tes  twoo 

Some  seide  ]ms.  some  seide  if  shal  be  so  2516 

Somme  helde  wip  him  vnp  fe  blake  berde 

Somme  wi^  fe  balled  some  with  ]>e  ]>ikke  hered 

Some  seide  he  loked  giy»»me  and  he  wold  fight* 

He  ha]y  a  sparse  of  zx^  pounde  wighf  2520 

fus  was  f e  halle  fal  of  dyuynynge 

Longe  afteie  pe  sonne  gan  to  springe 

))e  grete  Theseus  of  his  slepe  gan  wake 

WiJ  mynstralcie  and  nois  faf  J)ei  make  2524 

Heelde  jif  fe  chambre  of  his  palais  riche 

Til  Jaf  fe  thebeane  knyghtes  boj  yliche 

Honoured  weren  into  fe  place  fette 

Duke  Theseus  is  af  f  e  wyndowe  sette  2528 

Araide  ri^f  as  he  were  a  god  in  trone 

The  puple  presed  Jidere-ward  ful  sone 

Him  forto  seen  and  done  him  higfi  reuerence 

And  eke  to  barken  his  heesf  and  his  sentence  2532 

An  herowde  on  a  scaffold  made  an  oo  / 

Til  al  pe  noise  of  pe  puple  was  doo 
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And  whan  he  see  ]>e  puple  of  noise  al  stille 

Thus  shewed  he  j>e  myjty  dokes  wille  2536 

pe  lord  ha^  of  his  heghe  disciecion 

Considered  ^t^  it^  weie  destraccion 

To  gentel  blood  to  f^hten  in  ]>is  gise 

Of  mortal]:  bataile  now  in  ]yis  emprise  2540 

Wherfoie  to  shapen  ]>at*  J^ei  shal  nof  die 

He  wille  his  fiiste  purpoos  modefie 

Ko  man  ^rfor  vp  peyne  of  losse  of  liff 

No  maner  shotte .  ne  pollaz  ne  shorf  knyff  2544 

Into  fe  listes  sende  or  ])ideie  bringe 

Ne  shorter  swerd  forto  stoke  wi^  poynf  bitinge 

No  man  ne  drawe  ne  bere  it^  be  his  side  [leaf  86] 

Ne  no  man  shal  Tnto  his  felawe  ride  2548 

Bat*  oon  conrs  wljy  a  sharpe  grormden  speie 

ffoyn  if  hym  lisf  on  foote  hym  self  to  were 

And  he  ]>at  is  at^  meschief  shal  be  take 

And  nof  sdayn  buf  be  brou3t*  to  a  stake  2552 

^t*  shal  be  ordeyned  on  eij>er  side 

Baf  Jyidere  he  shal  be  foorce  and  per  abide 

And  if  so  fedle  j>e  Chevetayn  be  take 

On  ei]>er  side  or  ellis  sclayn  his  make  2556 

No  longer  shal  j>e  tomamente  lasta 

God  spede  ^ou  goo  and  leye  on  faste 

Wi^  swerdes  and  longe  maces  fi^te])  ^our  fille 

Go  nowe  joure  way  fislafQ  lordes  wille  2560 

The  Yois  of  puple  touched  heuene 

So  loude  cried  ])ei  wij^  mery  steuene 

God  saue  suche  a  Ion)  }>af  is  so  good 

He  wilne^  no  distractiofi  of  blood  2564 

Vp  go^  j>e  trompes  and  fe  melody 

And  to  ])e  listes  ritt  pe  company 

By  ordinaunce  ^rghe  ouf  )>e  cite  large 

Honged  wi^  clo])e8  of  gold  and  nof  wi)>  sarge  2568 

IFdl  like  a  lorde  fia  noble  due*  gan  ride 

Thise  two  Thebeanes  on  eijer  syde 
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And  aftere  lode  ])e  quene  and  Emelye 

And  after  ]>at*  a  nother  companye  2572 

Of  oon  and  oj>er  after  her  degre 

And  pus  ]>ei  passen  )>oig&  out  )>e  Cite 

And  to  the  listes  come  pei  he  tyme 

It  nas  not*  of  pe  day  jif  fully  pryme  2576 

Whan  sette  was  Theseus  fol  riche  and  hie 

Ypolita  Jje  quene  and  Emely 

And  oper  ladies  in  degrees  ahoute 

Vnto  pe  setes  preesen  al  pe  route  2580 

And  westwar($  porgh  pe  gates  vnder  mart  / 

Arcite  and  eke  pe  hundred  of  his  parf 

With  hanere  rede  is  eatxed  ri3f  andn  Oeaf  se^  backi 

And  in  ^  8elf[e]  moment  Palamdn  2584 

Is  vnder  venus  estward  in  pat*  place 

With  hanei'  white  and  hardy  chere  and  face 

And  in  al  pe  world  to  seken  yp  and  dotm 

So  euene  wip  out*  yariacioun  2588 

Jjer  nere  suche  company[e]s  tweye 

ffor  per  nas  noon  so  wise  pat*  coude  seie 

That  eny  had  of  oper  auatmtage 

Of  worthynesse  ne  of  estate  ne  age  2592 

So  euen  were  pei  chosen  forto  gesse 

And  in  to  ringges  faire  pei  hem  dresse 

Whan  pat*  her  names  redde  were  euerechon 

pat*  in  her  nombre  gile  were  per  n5n  2596 

Tho  were  pe  gates  shette  and  cned  was  loude 

Do  now  joure  devoire  yonge  knyjtes  proude 

The  herawdes  left*  her  prikking*  yp  and  doun 

!Now  lyngen  trompes  loude  and  claryoun  2600 

))er  is  no  more  to  seyn  [but]  est*  and  west* 

In  goon  pe  sharpe  speres  ful  sadly  into  parest* 

In  gop  pe  sharpe  spere  into  pe  side 

))ere  seen  men  who  can  iuste  and  who  can  ride  2604 

))ere  shyueren  shaftes  yppon  sheeldes  pikke 

He  filcth  porgh  pe  herte  spone  pe  prikke 
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Yp  springen  speres  zx^  fote  on  hight* 

Oat^  goon  j>e  sweides  as  )>e  siluei'  white 

fe  lielmes  ^  to-hewen  and  to-shrede 

Oaf  breste]>  ])e  blode  wiiJi  Bteme  stremes  rede 

Wi]>  Toy^ty  maces  pe  bones  fei  to-brest* 

And  yoif^  fe  ihikkest^  of  J^e  ihiong*  gan  thxest* 

Pene  stomblen  stedes  stronge  and  donn  gon  alle 

He  iolle]>  ynder  fote  as  do^  a  balle 

He  foyneji  on  bis  foote  wip  bis  troncboun 

And  be  bym  bnrtejy  wij^  bis  bors  a-dot^n 

He  ^igb  ])e  body  is  bom  and  sijy  is  take 

Mangre  bis  bede  and  bion^f  vnto  fe  stake 

As  forward  was  [ri3t]  J^er  be  most*  abide 

Ano^  lad  is  on  J^at*  opere  side 

And  somtyme  do]>  bem  tbeseos  forto  rest* 

Hem  to  refressbe  and  drink[e]  ^if  bem  lest* 

fful  of[te]  a  day  ban  ))ise  tbybeanes  two 

To-gidere  mette  and  wron^f  ecbe  oper  woo 

VnboTsed  ba J  ecbe  opere  of  bem  twey 

))er  was  no  tigre  in  vale  of  Gralgopleye 

Wban  bii'  wbelpe  is  stole  wban  it*  is  lite 

So  cruel  on  pe  bunte  as  is  Arcite 

ffor  lelous  bert*  vpon  J^is  Palamofi 

Ne  in  Belmerie  J^er  is  so  felle  a  liofi 

paif  bunted  is  or  for  bis  bnnger  wode 

Ne  of  bis  pray  desire^  so  pQ  bloode 

As  Palamon  to  sclee  bis  foo  Arcite 

pe  lelous  strokes  on  ber  belmes  bite 

Out  lennejj  blood  of  bo]i  ber  sides  rede 

Somtyme  an  ende  ]»er  is  on  euery  dede 

ffor  or  pQ  Sonne  vnto  J^e  rest^  went* 

pe  Stronge  king*  EmetWus  gan  bent* 

This  Palamon  as  be  fau}t*  wi]i  Arcite 

And  made  bis  swerde  depe  in  bis  flesshe  bite 

And  by  [the]  force  of  zx*'  is  be  take 

Yn^olden  and  drowen  to  J^e  stake 
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And  in  fe  Rescowe  of  Jis  Palamofl 

The  stronge  king*  liguige  is  bom  down  2644 

And  kinge  Emetnns  for  al  liis  grete  strength 

Is  bom  ouf  of  his  sadel  his  swerdes  lengtfe 

So  hif  hym  Palamon  er  he  were  take 

Buf  al  for  nou^f  he  was  brou3f  to  )>e  stake  2648 

His  hardy  herte  may  hym  helpe  noujt* 

He  mote  abide  whan  ])at<  he  is  ykaujt* 

By  force  and  eke  by  composicidn 

Who  sorowef  now  buf  woful  Palamon  2662 

They  mote  no  more  go  ageyn  to  fijf 

And  whan  }>at*  he  had  sene  pat*  8i3f 

He  cried  Hoo  no  more  for  it*  is  dofi  n«f  S7,  back] 

!N'e  noon  shal  lenger  to  his  felawe  gon  2656 

I  wil  be  trewe  luge  and  not*  partie 

Arcite  of  Thebes  shal  haue  Emelye 

That*  by  his  fortune  ha]>  hir^  faire  wonnen 

Anon  jjer  is  a  vois  of  puple  by-gonne  2660 

ffor  loie  of  )>is  so  loude  and  higli  wi)>-alle 

It  semed  }>af  J^e  listes  shulden  falle 

What*  can  nowe  faire  Venus  do  aboue 

What*  sei]>  she  now  what*  dop  pia  quene  of  loue  2664 

But  wepe)>  so  for  wanting*  of  her  wille 

Til  J^at*  her  teeres  in  pe  listes  fille 

She  seide  I  am  ashamed  doutelees 

Satumus  seide  doughter'  holcJ  pi  pees  2668 

Mars  hap  his  wil  his  knyght*  hap  al  his  bone 

And  by  myne  hede  pou  shalf  be  esed  sone 

The  trompours  wip  pe  loude  mynstralsie 

The  harawdes  pat*  ful  loude  jelle  and  crye  2672 

Bene  in  her  wele  for  loie  of  daun  arcyte 

But*  harkenep  me  and  stinta  vois  a  lite 

Swiche  a  myracle  per  bifelle  anon 

This  ferce  Arcite  hap  of  his  helme  ydofi  2676 

And  on  a  courcere  forto  shew  his  face 

He  prikkep  endelonge  pe  large  place 
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Loldng*  ypwanl  vnto  Emelye 
And  she  a3ein  him  cast*  a  frendly  ye 
ffoi  wommen  as  to  speken  in  comiine 
Thei  folowen  al  ye  faxiour  of  fortune 
And  was  al  his  [in]  cheie  as  in  his  herte 
Out*  of  j>e  grounde  a  f jtq  Infernal  sterte 
fbom  Pinto  sent^.  at  fe  requesf  of  Saturne 
ffor  whicb  his  hors  for  fere  gan  to  tume 
And  lepe  Srside  and  f oundred  as  he  lepe 
And  or  fa,V  Arcjte  may  taken  kepe 
He  pighf  him  on  fe  pomel  of  his  heued 
^t  in  ^e  place  he  laie  as  he  were  dede 
His  brest*  to-broste  vrif  his  sadel  bowe 
As  blak  he  lay  as  eny  cole  or  crowe 
So  was  fe  blood  yronne  in  his  £acQ 
Anon  he  was  [y]broii^t*  oaf  of  fe  place 
Wi^  herte  sore  vnto  Theseus  palays 
|)o  was  he  coruen  ouf  of  his  hamays 
And  in  a  bedde  ybrou3t  fal  faire  and  blyue 
ffor  he  was  ^if  in  memorie  and  on  lyue 
And  alway  ciying*  after  emelie 
Duke  Theseus  inp  al  his  companye 
Is  commen  home  to  Athenes  Cite 
With  alle  blisse  and  grete  solempnite 
Al  be  if  ]>at*  pia  auenture  is  falle 
He  wolde  nof  diBcomforte[n]  hem  alld 
Men  seide  eke  p&V  Arcide  shuld  not*  dye 
He  shal  be  heled  of  his  maladye 
And  of  ano])er  J'inge  ^i  were  as  fayne 
^f  of  hem  alle  pet  nas  no  man  slayne 
Al  were  J^ei  sore  ybete  and  namely  ofl 
^f  wi^  a  spere  was  ])relled  )>e  brest  boii 
Two  o^  woundes  and  two  broken  armes 
Somnte  had  salne  and  some  had  charmes 
ffermacies  of  erbes  and  eke  saue 
fei  dronken  for  ^ei  wol($  her  lyues  haue 
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ffoT  whicti  )>i3  noble  duke  as  he  wel  can 

Confortejy  and  honouiej}  euery  man  2716 

And  made  Eeuel  al  fe  longe  ny;1^ 

Ynto  J^e  stiaimge  lordes  as  it  was  i^t* 

Ke  ]>eie  was  holde  no  discomforture 

[ 2720 

no  gap  in  the  MS.'] 

ffor  fallinge  is  by  an  awenture 

Ke  to  be  lad  by  force  ynto  a  stake 

Yn^olden  and  wi)>  xx^*  kny3tes  take  2724 

A  persone  alon  wijj  outd  moo 

And  haried  f oi]>  by  arme  f ote  and  too 

And  eke  his  stede  diyven  for)>  wit^  staues 

With  fote  men  bo];  ^emen  and  [eke]  knauee  2728 

It  was  aretted  him  no  vilauye  pMfsi^iiMk] 

]per  may  no  man  clepe[n]  if  cowardye 

fifoT  whiche  a-non  duke  Theseus  lete  ciye 

To  stynten  al  rancour  and  [al]  envie  2733 

Giee  )>ei  as  wel  of  on  side  as  of  o])er  [ms.  pd "one/'] 

And  ei))er  side  ylike  as  o^ies  brojwr 

And  3af  hem  3iftes  after  her  degre 

AnH  fuUi  heelde  a  feest^  daies  ]iree  2736 

And  conueyed  )>e  kingges  worjely 

Ouf  of  his  toune  a  loume  largely 

And  home  went*  euery  man  J)e  ri3t[e]  way 

]>er  was  no  more  buf  fare  wel  &  hane  good  day  2740 

IT  Of  pis  bataille  I  wil  no  more  endite 

But*  speke  of  Palamon  and  of  Arcyte 

Swelle))  ^  bresf  of  Arcyte  and  J^e  sore 

Encrese))  af  his  herte  more  and  more  2744 

The  clotered  blood  for  eny  leche  craft* 

Corrumpejy  and  is  in  his  body  laff 

))at*  nei])er  yeyn[e]  blood  ne  yentowsinge 

Ne  drinke  of  herbes  may  be  [him]  helpinge  2748 

By  yertue  expulsif  or  anymali: 

f&o  ])ilk[e]  yertu  cleped  naturatt 
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Ne  may  J»e  venyme  voide  ne  expelle 
The  pipes  of  his  longges  gan  to  swell 
And  euery  lacert*  in  his  herf  adoun 
Is  shenf  wip  yenyme  and  corrupcioun 
Hym  Geyne]>  nei^er  forto  gete  his  lif 
Vomyte  vpwani  ne  dounward  laxatif 
Al  is  to-brosten  thilk[e]  region 
Natoie  ha^  no  domtnacion 
And  ceiteinly  per  nature  wil  not*  wirche 
fiar^wel  Phisik  go  here  ^e  man  to  chirche 
This  is  ait  and  some  ]>af  Arcita  most*  die 
ffor  whicfi  he  sende^  after  Emelie 
And  Palamon  his  cosyne  deie 
]mn  seide  he  J^us  as  je  shal  after  here 
NoV  may  my  woful  spirite  in  myn  hert* 
Declare  a  poynt*  of  my  sorowes  smert* 
To  3on  my  lady  )>af  I  loue  moste 
Bat^  I  biquetb  ])e  seroise  of  my  gooste 
To  30a  abouen  eueiy  creature 
Si|)  ]>at*  my  lif[e]  may  no  lenger  dure 
Alias  pe  woo  alias  pe  peynes  stronge 
^f  I  for  30U  haue  suffred  and  so  longe 
Aks  fe  dej>e  alas  myn  Emelie 
Alas  departinge  of  our  companye 
Alas  my  hertes  queue  aks  my  lief  wlT 
Myn  hertes  lady  endere  of  my  lif 
What*  is  ])e  world  what^  axen  men  to  haue 
Now  vrip  his  loue  nowe  in  his  cold[e]  graue 
Allone  wi^  oute[n]  eny  companye 
flare  wel  my  foo  fare  wel  myn  Emely 
And  softe  take  me  in  joure  [armes]  twey 
ffbr  loue  of  god  herkenejy  what*  I  seie 
I  haue  here  wif  my  Cosim  Palamon 
Had  strif  and  rancoure  mony  day  agofl 
ffor  loue  of  30U  and  for  my  lelousie 
And  lubiteir  so  wis  my  soule  gye 
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To  speken  of  a  seruaunf  proprely 

Wi]>  circumstaunces  al  trewly  2788 

Jjaf  is  to  seyn  troutti.  honure  and  knj^tiiede 

Wisdom  humblesse  estat  and  hig&  kynrede 

f&edom  and  al  faif  longe))  to  }>at*  art 

So  lubiter  haue  on  my  soule  parf  2792 

As  in  fis  worlde  lijf  now  know  I  none 

So  worJ)i  to  be  biloned  as  Palamon 

))af  serue))  30a  and  wil  do.  al  his  liff 

And  if  ))at  30  shal  euer  bene  a  wif  2796 

ffoi^ete  nof  Palamon  ))e  gentile  man 

And  vnp  ]iat^  worde  his  speche  faile  bygan 

fifor  from  his  fete  vnto  pe  herf  was  come 

J^e  colde  of  de)>  )>at  had  him  ouercome  2800 

And  3if  more  ouer  for  in  his  amies  twoo  [iMf  ao,  baok] 

l^e  y[i]tal  strength  is  lost^  and  al  ago 

Only  Je  intellecte  wij)  oute  more 

)>af  dwelled  in  his  herte  sik  and  sore  2804 

Gan  failen  whan  fe  herta  felt6  deth 

Dusken  his  eyen  two  and  faile)>  bre^e 

Buf  on  his  lady  ^it  cast  he  his  ye 

His  laste  word  was  mercy  Emelye  2808 

His  spirit*  chaimged  hens  and  went[e]  ])ere 

As  I  cam  neuere  I  can  not*  telle  where 

Therfor  I  stint*  I  am  no  dyvynystre 

Of  soules  fynde  I  not*  in  pia  registers  2812 

Ne  me  ne  list*  pilk  opynyons  to  telle 

Of  hem,  ]>ou3e  fat  fei  writen  wher  Jei  dwelle 

Arcite  is  colde  ]>af  mars  his  soule  gye 

Now  wil  I  speken  forf  of  emely  281 6 

Shrite  Emely  an  halowen  Palamon 

And  Theseus  his  sustei'  toke  an5n 

Swownyng*  and  bar  hii*  fro  his  cours  away 

What*  helpej)  it*  vs  to  tarien  forjj  pe  day  2820 

To  tellen  howe  she  wepte  bojy  euen  and  morowe 

ffor  in  suche  caas  wommen  han  suche  sorowe 
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Whan  J)at*  her  husbondes  bene  fro  hem  a-goo 

[That]  ffor  fe  more  parte  fei  sorowen  soo  2824 

Or  ellis  fallen  in  siicti  Maladie 

Jat*  at*  f e  laste  certcjnly  pei  die 

Infinite  harmes  bene  and  eke  pe  teeres 

Of  olde  folk  and  folk  of  tendere  ^eres  2823 

In  att  ^  toun  for  detH  of  J^is  Thebean 

ffor  him  yer  wepen  bof  [e]  child  and  man 

So  grete  weping*  was  jjer  [non]  certayn 

Whan  Ector  was  [yjbron^f  and  fressh  ysclayft  2832 

To  Troy  alias  Je  pite  fat*  was  jjere 

Cracching*  of  chekes  renting*  eke  of  here 

Whi  woldest*  ]>ou  be  dede  piae  wowimen  crie 

And  haddest*  gold  ynoghe  and  emelye  2836 

No  man  myght*  glade  Theseus  [Imt  mi 

Sauyng*  his  olde  fadere  Egeus 

That*  knewe  p\a  worldes  transmutacioun 

As  he  had  sene  it*  vp  and  doun  2840 

loie  after  woo  and  woo  aftere  gladnesse 

And  shewe])  hem  ensample  and  liknesse 

Bi3t*  as  per  dyed  neuer  man  quod  he 

]»at*  he  ne  lyued  in  erj^e  in  som  degre  2844 

Ri)t*  so  ther  lyued  neuere  man  he  seide 

In  al  ])is  world  Jyat*  somtyme  he  ne  deyed 

p\B  world  is  noujt*  but*  a  )>orght*  fare  ful  of  woo 

And  we  bene  pilgrymes  passing*  to  and  froo  2848 

Dep  is  an  ende  of  euery  worldly  sore 

And  oner  al  pia  ^t  seide  he  mychel  more 

To  pia  effecte  ful  wisely  to  enhorte 

pe  puple  ptA  pel .  hem  shul  recomforte  2852 

Duke  Theseus  wif  al  his  bisy  Cure 

Taste))  Bowe  where  ])at*  J^e  sepidture 

Of  good  Arcite  may  best*  ymaked  be 

And  eke  most*  honurable  of  degre  2856 

And  atte  last*  he  toke  conclusiotk 

That*  per  as  first*  Arcite  and  Palamon 
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Had  for  loue  Je  bataile  hem  bitwene 

fat  in  J>e  self  groue  swete  and  grene  2860 

per  as  he  had  his  Ameious  desires 

His  compleynf  and  for  loue  his  hote  iires 

He  wold[e]  make  a  fire  in  which  fe  office 

ffaneral  he  my3f  hem  ait  complice  2864 

He  lete  anon  comaunde  to  hakke  and  hewe 

Je  okes  olde  and  leye  hem  on  a  rewe 

In  colpons  wel  araied  forto  hrenne 

His  Officers  with  swift[e]  fote  thei  renne  2868 

And  rijf  anon  af  his  coma2£ndement* 

And  aftere  Theseus  ha)>  ysent 

Aftere  a  beei'  and  it*  al  ouer  spradde 

WiJ  clojj  of  gold  the  ricchesf  J>at*  he  hadde  2872 

And  of  )>e  same  sute  he  eloper  Arcite  D^i  4%  iMck] 

Vpon  his  hondes  [were]  his  gloues  white 

Eke  on  his  hede  a  croune  of  laurere  grene 

And  in  his  hand  a  sweide  ful  hri^t*  and  kene  2876 

He  laide  him  bare  pe  visage  vnto  pe  here 

Ther  wij)  he  wepte  fat*  pite  was  to  here 

And  for  jje  puple  shulde  sene  hym  aft 

Whan  if  was  daie  he  brou3f  hym  to  fe  haft  2880 

)>af  rorej)  of  Je  crie  and  of  Jje  sorowe  sone 

])oo  gan  ])is  woful  Thebean  Palamon 

"WiJ?  flotery  bercJ  and  ruggy  asehy  heres 

In  clo)>es  blake  dropped  al  wiJ;  teeres  2884 

And  passing  o)>er  of  weping*  Emelie 

She  rewfullest*  of  al  pe  companye 

In  as  moche  as  pe  seruyse  shuld  be 

pe  more  noble  and  riche  in  his  degre  2888 

Duke  Theseus  lete  forf  pe  stedes  bringe 

That*  trapped  were  in  steel  al  gliteringe 

And  keuered  wijj  Je  armes  of  Dame  Arcite  tor  xmm] 

Yppon  pise  stedes  grete  and  white  2892 

Ther  stoden  folk  of  which  oon  bare  his  sheelde 

Anofer  his  spere  vpon  his  hondes  helde 
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The  ig.  bare  wijy  him  bowe  turkeye 

Of  bienf  gold  waa  ])e  caas  and  eke  fe  hamejs  2896 

And  riden  iorf  a  paas  wi))  soiy  cheie 

Towaides  pQ  groue  as  je  shul  aftei'  here 

The  noblesf  of  ^e  Giekes  ))af  per  were 

Ypon  her  shnlders  cariden  ])e  here  2900 

Wip  8clak[e]  paas  and  yen  rede  and  wete 

^igh  ont  pe  Cite  by  pe  maister  strete 

]>at  sprad  was  al  wi)>  blak  and  wonder  hye 

Rijt  of  j>e  same  is  ^e  strete  ywrie  2904 

Ypon  j>e  Ri^t  honde  went*  olde  Egens 

And  on  J^at*  o])er  side  Duke  Theseus 

Wi^  vesselles  in  her  hondes  of  goUJ  f ul  fyne 

Al  fnl  of  hony.  mylk.  [and]  blood,  and  wyne  2908 

Eke  Palamon  with  ful  grete  company  e  lim/ 4i] 

And  aftere  p&V  come  woofiil  Emelie 

Wi))  fire  in  hand  as  was  )>af  time  Jye  Gyse 

To  do  pe  office  of  funeral  seruise  2912 

Higb  labour  /  and  ful  grete  apparaillinge 

Was  af  pe  semyse  and  af  Jye  fire  makings 

That*  wi^  his  grene  top  pe  heuene  raught 

And  xx^  fEidmes  in  brede  pe  armes  raught^  2916 

This  is  to  seine  j^e  bowes  were  so  brode 

Of  strawe  first  pei  was  leide  mony  a  lode 

Bui?  howe  pe  fire  was  maked  vp[on]  hi^f 

Ne  eke  pe  names  howe  pe  trees  hi3t*  2920 

As  Oka  fir.  birch,  asp.  alder.  £lme.  popelere. 

Wilowe.  holme,  playn.  asslL  box.  Chesteyn.  byndl.  kure. 

HapeL  ^me.  becche.  ewe.  hasett.  wypultre. 

How  ^i  were  felled  shal  nof  be  tolde  for  me  2924 

Xe  howe  J^e  goddee  ronnen  yp  and  dotoi 

Disherites  of  heor  habitacioun 

In  whiche  )»ei  wonden  in  rest*  and  pees 

Kymphes.  fiawnes  and  amadiies  2928 

Ke  howe  pe  beestes  ne  j>e  briddes  aUe 

ffledden  for  fere  whan  p&.  were  fSedle 
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'Ne  howe  }>e  grounde  agasfc*  was  of  pe  lijt* 

Thaf  was  not*  wonte  to  se  Je  sonne  bri^f  2932 

^e  how  ]>e  fire  was  couched  first  wij?  stre 

And  J^an  wi)>  drie  stikkes  clouen  a  J^ree 

And  ]>an  wi]>  grene  wode  and  spicerie 

And  )>an  wij?  cloje  of  gold?  and  [wi]>]  penie  2936 

And  Garlondes  honging<  wip  mony  a  fiourd 

The  myri*  )>ensence  with  swete  odoure 

"Ne  how  arcite  lay  among^  al  j^is 

Ke  whaf  richesse  aboute  his  body  is  2940 

"Ne  howe  Emely  as  was  J^e  Gise 

Puf  in  Je  fire  of  funeral  seruise 

"Ne  howe  she  swowned  whan  made  was  J^e  fire 

Ne  whaf  she  spak  ne  whaf  was  her  desire  2944 

Ke  whaf  lelous  men  in  pe  fire  casf  Oetf «.  bade] 

"Whan  fat  J?e  fire  was  grete  and  brent«  fasf 

Kowe  howe  some  casf  her  sheelde  and  some  her  spere 

And  of  her  vestementes  which  fei  were  2948 

And  Coppes  ful  of  mylke  and  wyne  and  blood 

Into  f e  fire  faf  brenf  as  if  were  wode 

'Ne  howe  pe  greges  wif  an  huge  route 

Thrise  riden  al  pe  fire  aboute  2952 

Vpon  Jje  liff  honde  wij  a  loude  shoutinge 

And  thries  wij;  her  speres  clateringe 

And  thries  how  pe  ladise  gan  crie 

Ne  howe  ])af  lad  was  homwardi  Emely  2956 

Ne  how  arcyte  is  brenf  in  asshen  colde 

Ne  how  pe  liche-wake  was  [yjholde 

Al  ]iaf  nyghf  ne  howe  pe  Grekes  pleye 

The  wake-plaies  kepe  I  nof  to  seie  2960 

Who  wrastelef  besf  naked  with  oile  anoynf 

Ne  who  [that]  bare  him  besf  in  no  dysioynf 

I  wil  nof  tellen  afl:  howe  fei  [ben]  gone 

Home  til  Athenes  whan  pe  play  is  done  2964 

Buf  shortely  to  pe  poinf  fan  wil  I  wende 

And  make[n]  of  my  longe  tale  an  ende 
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By  processe  and  by  length  of  ^eres 

Al  stints  is  fe  moumjng  and  pe  teeres 

Of  Gieges  by  oon  general  assent* 

Than  semed  me  ])er  was  a  parlemenf 

At*  Athenes  vpon  a  certeyn  point*  aiid  caas 

And  amonge  pointes  [ther]  yspoken  waas 

To  haue  wif  certeyn  contrees  alliance 

And  haue  of  Thebeanes  fully  obeisafice 

ffor  which  this  noble  theseus  anon 

Lete  sende[n]  after  gentile  Palamon 

Vnwist*  of  him  what*  was  J>e  cause  arid  whi 

But*  in  his  blake  cloj^es  sorowfully 

He  come  at*  his  comaundement  in  hie 

Tho  8ent6  Theseus  for  Emelye 

Whan  j^af  pel  were  sette  and  huysf  was  al  pe  place 

And  Theseus  abiden  ha)>  pe  space 

Or  eny  worde  come  fro  his  wise  brest* 

His  yen  sette  he  }>er  hym  lest* 

And  such  a  sad  visage  he  sighed  stille 

And  after  J^at  rijf  pus  he  seide  his  wille 

The  firsts  mouer  of  pe  cause  aboue 

Whan  he  first*  made  fe  faire  cheyn)  of  loue 

Gret  was  Jye  effecte  and  high  was  his  entent* 

Wei  wist*  he  why  and  what*  peroi  he  menf 

ffor  wi)>  Jat*  faire  cheyne  of  loue  he  bonde 

The  fuyie.  pe,  Eire  pe  water  and  J)e  londe 

In  certeyn  boondes  fat*  f ei  may  not*  flee 

That'  same  prince  and  J^af  same  mouer  qiiod  he 

Ha))  stablesshed  in  pia  wrecched  world  adoun 

Certeyn  days  and  Dominacioun 

To  al  p&ff  is  engendred  in  pia  place 

Ouer  pe  whiche  day  ])ei  may  not  pace 

Al  mowe  ]>ei  ^it*  pe  dales  abregge 

Ther  nys  noon  autorite  to  le^e 

ffor  if  is  proued  by  experience 

Bat*  that*  me  lust*  declare  my  sentence 
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Than  may  men  by  J>is  order  disceme 

That  ])ilk  mouer  stable  is  and  eteme  3004 

Wei  may  men  knowe  but*  if  be  a  fool 

Thaf  euery  part*  darrayneth  fro  his  hool 

ffor  nature  h&p  not*  taken  his  bygynnyng* 

Of  no  partie  or  of  catel  of  no  ping^  3008 

But*  oon  ])inge  ])af  parfit  is  and  stable 

Descendinge  so  til  it*  be  corruptable 

And  ])erfore  of  his  wise  purueaunce 

He  ha])  so  wel  bysette  his  ordynaunce  3012 

)?at*  specifie  of  ])ingges  and  progressiones 

ShuUen  endure  by  successiones 

And  not*  eteme  wij  oute  eny  lye 

This  maist*  J?ou  vnderstond  and  see  atte  ye  3016 

Lo  the  Oke  p&if  hath  so  longe  a  norshinge  Omt  a,  teek] 

ffro  \te  tyme  ])at*  it  bygynne])  furst*  to  springe 

And  ha])  so  longe  a  lif  as  3e  may  se 

3it*  at*  ])e  hste  waasted  is  fe  tree  3020 

Considere])  eke  howe  ^at*  ])e  herda  stone 

Ynder  our  fete  on  which  we  treden  and  gone 

3it*  .J.  wastef  if  as  if  lith  in  fe  way 

])e  Brode  Ryuer  somtyme  wexej)  dray  3024 

]>e  grete  townes  so  wide  wane  and  wende 

Than  ye  see  \teAf  al  fis  ])ing*  h&p  ende 

And  man  and  womman  so  we  wil  also 

Thaf  nede])  in  oon  of  ^e  teermes  twoo  3028 

)»af  is  to  sayn  in  you^e  or  ellis  in  age 

He  mote  be  dede  ])e  kinge  as  wel  as  page 

Some  in  his  bed  some  in  ]>e  depe  see 

Some  in  pe  large  felde  as  je  may  see  3032 

Ther  helpe^  nou^f  al  go))  ])af  ilk  waye 

))an  may  I  seie  ])af  al  ])is  ])ing*  wil  deye 

Whaf  make])  \tis  buf  lubiter  fe  king* 

])af  is  prince  and  cause  of  al  ])ing*  3036 

Couerting*  al  vnto  his  propre  wille 

flfrom  which  it  is  darreyude  so))  to  telle 
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And  here  agayne  no  cieatnie  on  lyue 

Of  no  degie  availle])  forto  stryue  3040 

Than  is  if  wisdome  as  ]wnke])  me 

To  make  yertae  of  necessite 

And  take  iff  wel  ])at*  we  may  nof  eschew 

And  namely  ])af .  ysif  to  tb  alt  is  dwe  3044 

And  who  so  gracche^  onjt*  he  do])  foly 

And  lebett  is  to  him  ])at  al  may  gye 

And  certeynly  a  man  ha])  most*  honour 

To  dyen  in  his  excellence  and  floni^  3048 

Whan  he  is  siker  of  his  good  name 

^an  ha^  he  done  his  &ende  ne  hym  no  shame 

And  gladdei'  au^t  /  his  frende .  ben  of  his  detli 

Whan  wi])  honoui'  yjolden  iayp  pe  hreetfL  3052 

Than  whan  his  name  appalled  is  for  age  tumto} 

ffoT  al  f oi3eten  is  his  rassalage 

Than  is  }e  besf  as  for  a  wor]d  fame 

To  dyen  whan  he  is  best*  of  name  3056 

The  Contrarie  of  al  ])is  is  wilfdlnesse 

Why  gnicche  we  whi  hane  we  henynesse 

Thaf  goode  Arcite  of  Chyualre  pe  floui' 

Departed  is  wi^  dwete  and  wi])  hononi'  3060 

Oaf  of  ye  foole  prison  of  ]ns  liff 

Whi  gracchen  here  his  cosyn  and  his  wiff 

Of  his  welfare  ])at*  loue^  hem  so  wel 

Can  he  hem  \tonk,  nay  god  wote  nen^r  a  delt  3064 

Thaf  bo]>  his  soule  and  eke  hem  [self]  offende 

And  jif  y&.  mowe  nof  hir  lustes  amende 

Whaf  may  conclude  of  ])is  longe  serie 

Bttf  after  woo  I  lede  vs  be  merie  3068 

And  ^anken  lubiter  of  al  his  grace 

And  or  we  departen  from  ]>is  place 

I  rede  we  made  of  sorowes  twoo 

Oo  paTlBte  loie  lasting*  euermoo  3072 

And  loke  nowe  wher  mosf  sorowe  is  hei^  Inne 

Jer  af  wil  I  fursf  bygynne 

PETWOBTH   87 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


88    GROUP  A.  §  2.  KNioHTs  TALE.  Fetworth  K& 

StUBter  quod  he  ])is  is  my  ful  assent* 

WiJ  att  thaues  here  of  my  parlement*  3076 

Thaf  Gentile  Palamon  30ur  owne  knygjf 
J>af  serae])  30U  wij)  wille  herte  and  my^f 
And  euer  ha]>  do  sij^en  3e  first*  hym  knewe 
Jat*  3e  shal  of  ^oure  grace  vpon  hym  rewe  3080 

And  taken  [hym]  for  husbonde  and  for  Ion) 
Lene  me  joure  honde  for  ]>is  is  our  accord 
Lete  se  nowe  of  ^oure  womanly  pite 
He  is  a  kingges  bro)>er  sone  parde  3084 

And  ^ou^e  he  be  a  poor  bachilei' 
Sij)  he  ha])  serued  jou  so  mony  a  3ere  ^ 

And  had  for  30U  so  grete  aduersite 

It*  most*  be  considered  Ieue]>  me  3088 

ffor  gentel  Mercy  oujt*  to  passen  rijt*  [leaf  4.1,  biusk] 

Than  seide  he  ])us  to  Palamon  ])e  kny3t* 
I  trowe  )»ere  nede  litel  sermonynge 

To  make  30U  assents  to  J^is  ]>inge  3092 

CoTTzme])  nere  and  take])  joure  lady  by  J)e  honde 
Bytwix  hem  two  was  made  anon  Jje  bonde 
Jaf  hi^te  Matnmoyne  or  mariage 

.By  ait  Je  counsaile  and  [the]  baronage  3096 

And  J)us  wiJ)  alpe]  blisse  and  melodye 
HaJ)  Palamon  ywedded  Emelye 
And  god  J>at  al  J)is  worldf  haf  wroujf 
Send  hym  his  loue  ])at*  ha])  it*  dere  bou^t*  3100 

ffor  nowe  is  Palamon  in  al[le]  wele 
Lyuynge  in  al  blisse  in  ricches  and  in  hele 
And  Emely  him  louef  so  tenderly 

And  he  hii*  seruef  so  gentely  3104 

"Was  neuer^  no  worde  hem  bitwene 
Of  lelousie  or  eny  ofer  tene 
Thus  ende])  ])e  tale  of  Palamon  and  Emelye 
And  god  saue  al  ])is  faire  companye  3108 

IT  Here  ende])  >e  knyghtes  tale 
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THE  CHAUCER  SOCIETY'S  PUBLICATIONS. 

To  do  honour  to  Chauceu,  and  to  let  the  lovers  and  students  of  him  sec  how  far  the 
best  unprinted  Manuscripts  of  his  works  diflferd  from  the  printed  texts,  this  Society 
was  founded  in  1868.  There  were  then,  and  are  still,  many  questions  of  metre,  pro- 
nunciation, orthography,  and  etymologv  yet  to  be  settled,  for  which  more  prints  of 
Manuscripts  were  and  are  wanted ;  and  it  is  hardly  too  much  to  say  that  every  line 
of  Chauc^  contains  point*  that  need  reconaidoration.  The  founder  (Mr  Fumivall) 
began  with  The  Canterbury  Talesy  and  has  given  of  them  (in  parallel  columns  in 
Royal  4to)  six  of  the  best  theretofore  unprinted  Manuscripts  known.  Inasmucli  as 
the  parallel  arrangement  necessitated  the  alteration  of  the  plac«s  of  certain  talcs  in 
some  of  the  MSS,  a  print  of  each  MS  has  been  issued  separately,  following  the  order 
of  its  original.  The  first  six  MSS  printed  have  been :  the  Ellesmcre  (by  leave  of  the 
Earl  of  EUesmere) ;  the  Heng>vrt  (by  leave  of  W.  W.  E.  W>'nne,  Esq.)  ;  the  Camb. 
Unfv.  Libr.,  MS  Gg.  4.  27 ;  the  Corpus,  Oxford ;  the  Petworth  (by  leave  of  Lord 
Leconfield) ;  and  the  Lansdowne  851  (Brit.  Mus.).     The  Harleian  3374  will  follow. 

Of  Chaucer's  Minor  Poems, — the  MSS  of  which  are  generally  later  than  the  best 
MSS  of  the  Canterbury  Tales, — all  the  available  MSS  have  been  printed  so  as  to 
.secure  all  the  existing  evidence  for  the  true  text. 

The  Boece  from  the  best  MS,  and  the  Troilw  Parallel-Text  from  the  3  best  MSS, 
are  now  all  in  type. 

To  secure  the  fidelity  and  uniform  treatment  of  the  texts,  Mr  F.  J.  Fumivall  has 
read  and  will  read  all  with  their  MSS. 

Autotypes  of  all  the  best  Chaucer  MSS.  either  have  been  or  will  be  publish t. 

The  Society's  publications  are  issued  in  two  Series,  of  which  the  first  contains  tbe 
ditfcrcnt  texts  of  Chaucer's  works ;  and  the  Second,  such  originals  of  and  essays  on 
these  as  can  be  procured,  with  other  illustrative  treatises,  and  Supplementary  Talcs. 

FIRST  SERIES. 
The  Society's  issue  for  1868,  in  the  First  Series,  is, 

I.  The  Prologue  and  Knight's  Tale,  of  the  Canterbury  Tales,  in  6  parallel 
Texts  (from  the  6  MSS  named  below),  together  with  Tables,  showing  tlie 
Groups  of  the  Talcs,  and  their  varj-ing  order  in  38  MSS  of  the  Tales,  and 
in  5  old  printed  editions,  and  also  Specimens  from  several  MSS  of  tbe 
"Moveable  Prologues"  of  tl\e  Canterburj'  Talcs, — The  Shipman's  Prologmo, 
and  Franklin's  Prologue, — when  moved  from  their  right  places,  and  of  tlie 
Substitutes  for  them.  (The  Six-Text,  Part  I.) 
II.  The  Prologue  and  Knight's  Tale  from  the  EUesmere    MS. 

III.  „  „  „  „  „      „      „     Hengwrt       „    154 

IV.  „  „  „  „  „      „      „    Cambridge    „    Gf^.  4.  27 
V.    „          „          „          „  „      „      „     Corpus  „    Oxford 

VI.     „  „  „  „  ,-,      „      „     Petworth      „ 

VII.    „  „  „  „  „      „      „     Lansdowne   „    Sol 

(separate  issues  of  the  Texts  forming  Part  I  of  the  Six-Text  edition.) 

Tbe  issue  for  1869,  in  the  First  Series,  is, 

VIII.  The  Miller's,  Reeve's,  and  Cook's  Tales:   EUesmere  MS.-t 

IX.     „         „  „  „        „  „        Hengwrt     „ 


with  an 

Appendix  of 

"  Gomel  vn  " 

from  six  MSS. 


X.     „         „  •  „  „        „  „        Cambridge  „ 

XI.     „         „  ,,  „        ,,  „        Corpus        „ 

XII.     „         „  „  „        „  „        Petworth     „ 

XIII.  „         „  „  „        „  „        Lansdowne,, 
(separate  issues  of  the  Texts  forming  the  Six-Text,  Part  II,  No.  XIV.) 

The  issae  for  1870,  iu  the  First  Series,  is, 

XIV.  The  Miller's,  Reeve's,  and  Cook's  Tales,  with  an  Appendix  of  the  Spuriou<? 

Tale  of  Gamelyn,  in  6  parallel  Texts.     (Six-Text,  Part  II.) 

The  issue  for  1871,  in  the  First  Series,  is, 

XV.  The  Man  of  Law's,  Shipman's,  and  Prioress's  Tales,  with  Chaucer's   own 
Tale  of  Sir  Thopas,  in  6  parallel  Texts  from  the  MSS  above  namecL,  and  10 
coloured  drawings  of  Tellers  of  Tales,  after  the  originals  in  the  EUosxaere  M  S 
XVI.  The  Man  of  Law's  Tale,  from  the  EUesmere  MS. 
XVII.     „      „     „      „        „        „       „   Cambridge  MS. 
XVIII.     „      „     „      „        „        „    "  „   Corpus  MS. 
XIX.  The  Shipman's,  Prioress  s,  and  Man  of  Law's  Talcs,  f rpfit  thoJJetwortli  MS 
XX.  The  Man  of  Law's  Tale,  from  the  Lansdowne  MS.  ^  ^^^H' 
Rich  with  woodcuts  of  fourteen  drawings  of  Tellers  of  Tales  in  the  Ellesmcrc  ilS.  *. 
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X  XI.  A  Parallel-Text  edition  of  Chaucer's  Minor  Poems,  Part  I :— 1.  *  The  J)ethe 
of  Blauncke  the  Dueheseey*  from  Thynne's  ed.  of  1532,  the  Fairfax  MS  16, 
and  Tanner  MS  346;  8.  'the  Coftwleynt  to  Fite,*  8.  Uhe  Farlament  of 
Foules^*  and  4.  'the  Compleynt  of  Mare^  each  from  six  MSS. 

XXII.  Supplementary  Parallel-Texts  of  Chaucer's  Minor  Poems,  Part  I,  containing 

I.  *  The  Parlament  of  Foules,'  from  three  MSS. 

X XIII.  Odd  Texts  of  Chaucer's  Minor  Poems,  Part  I,  containing  1.  two  MS  fragments 
of  *  The  Parlament  of  Foules ; '  2.  the  two  differing  versions  of  *  The  Prologue 
to  the  Legende  of  GK)od  Women,'  arranged  so  as  to  show  their  differences ; 
3.  an  Appendix  of  Poems  attrihuted  to  Chaucer,  i.  *The  Balade  of  Pitee 
by  Chauciers ; '  ii.  *The  Cronycle  made  by  Chaucer,'  both  from  MSS  written 
by  Shirley,  Chaucer's  contemporary. 

XXIV.  A  One-Text  Print  of  Chaucer's  Mmor  Poems,  being  the  best  Text  from  the 
Parallel- Text  Edition,  Part  I,  containing,  I.  The  Dethe  of  Blaunche  the 
Duchtisse,  II.  The  Complevnt  to  Pite,  III.  The  Parlament  of  Foules,  IV. 
The  Compleynt  of  Mars,  V.  The  ABC,  with  its  original  from  De  DeGuile- 
ville's  Piiennage  de  la  Vie  humaine  (edited  from  the  beet  Paris  MSS  by  M. 
Paul  Meyer). 

The  issae  for  1872,  in  the  Firtt  Series,  is, 

XXV.  Chaucer's  Tale  of  Melibe,  the  Monk's,  Nun's- Priest's,  Doctor's,  Pardoner's, 
Wife  of  Bath's,  Friar's,  and  Summoner's  Tales,  in  6  parallel  Texts  from  the 
MSS  above  named,  with  the  remaining  13  coloured  drawings  of  Tellers  of 
Tales,  after  the  originals  in  the  Ellesmere  MS,  and  with  Specimens  of  the 
Variations  of  30  MSS  in  the  Doctor-Pardoner  Link.     (6-Text,  Pt  IV.) 

XXVI.  The  Wife's,  Friar's,  and  Summoner's  Talee,  from  the  Ellesmere  MS,  with 
9  woodcuts  of  Tale-Tellers.     (Part  IV.) 

XXVII.  The  Wife's,  Friar's,  Summoner's,  Monk's,  and  Nun's- Priest's  Tales,  from 
the  Hengwrt  MS,  with  23  woodcuts  of  the  Tellers  of  the  Tales.   (Part  III.) 

XXVIII.  The  Wife's,  Friar's,-  and  Summoner's  Tales,  from  the  Cambridge  MS, 
with  9  woodcuts  of  Tale-Tellers,     (Part  IV.) 

XXIX.  A  Treatise  on  the  Astrolabe,  addressed  to  his  son  Lowys,  in  1391  a.d.,  by 
Geofl&ey  Chaucer,  edited  by  the  Rev.  Walter  W.  Skeat,  M.  A. 

The  issue  for  1873,  in  the  First  Series,  is, 

XXX.  The  Six-Text  Canterbury  Tales,  Part  V,  containing  the  Clerk's  and  Mer- 
chant's Tales. 

The  issue  for  1874,  in  the  First  Series  (ready  in  June  1873),  is, 

XXXI.  The  Six-Text,  Part  VI,  containing  the  Squire's  and  Franklin's  Tales. 
XXXII  to  XXXVI.  Large  Parts  of  the  separate  issues  of  five  MSS. 

The  issue  for  1875,  in  the  First  Series  (ready  in  September  1873),  is, 
XXXVII.    The  Six-Text,  Part  VII,  the  Second  Nun's,  Canon's- Yeoman's,  and 

Manciple's  Tales,  with  the' Blank-Parson  Link. 
X  XXVIII  to  XLIII.    Large  Parts  of  the  separate  issues  of  the  Six  MSS,  bringing 

all  up  to  the  Parson's  Tale. 
XLI V.  A  detaild  Comparison  of  ^e  Troylui  and  Cryseyde  with  Boccaccio's  Filos- 

tratOj  with  a  Translation  of  all  Passages  used  by  Chaucer,  and  an  Abstract 

of  the  Parts  not  used,  by  W.  Michael  Rossetti,  Esq.,  and  with  a  print  of  the 

Troylus  from  the  Harleian  MS  3943.     Part  I. 
XLV,  XL VI.  Ryme- Index  to  the  Ellesmere  MS  of  the  Canterbury  Tales,  by  Henry 

Cromie,  Esq.,  M.  A.    Both  in  Royal  4to  for  the  Six-Texty  and  in  8vo  for  the 

separate  Ellesmere  MS. 
X  LVII.  Notes  and  Corrections  for  the  8vo  Ryme-Index,  by  H.  Cromie,  Esq. 

The  issue  for  1876,  in  the  First  Series,  is, 
XL VIII.  Autotype  Specimens  of  the  Chief  Chaucer  MSS,  Part  I,  16  Autotypes, 
with  a  Note  on  the  MSS,  by  F.  J.  Fumivall. 

The  issue  for  1877,  in  the  First  Series,  is, 
XL1X.  The  Six-Text,  Part  VIII,  containing  the  Parson's  Tale,  with  a  Table  of  its 
*     Contents ;  and  Mr  Hy.  Cromie's  Notes  and  Corrections  for  the  Ryme-Index 
(4to.),  No.  XLV. 
L  to  LV.  Separate  issues  of  the  several  MSS  of  the  Parson's  Tale. 

The  issue  for  1878,  in  the  First  Series,  is, 
LVI.  Autotype  Specimens  of  ihe  Chief  Chaucer  MSS,  Part  II :  9  from  the  Cambridge 

MS  Og.  4.  27,  and  1  from  Loid  Leconfield's  MS. 
;  LVII.  A  Parallel-Text  edition  of  Chaucer's  Minor  Poems,  Part  II  :--6.  The  A  B  C\ 
from  6  MSS ;  6.  The  Mother  of  God,  from  3  MSS ;  7.  Anelida  and  Arcyte, 
I  from  5  MSS  and  Caxton's  prmt ;  8.  The  Former  Age^  from  2  MSS  (with  . 

the  Latin  original,  and  Chaucer's  prose  Englishing)  ;  9.  To  his  Scrivener     30QIC 
from  Shirley's  MS  and  Stowe's  print ;  10.  The  Hotue  of  Fame,  from  2  MSS  O 

I  and  Caxton  s  and  Thynne's  prints. 
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The  issue  for  1879,  in  the  First  Series,  is, 
LVIII.  A  Parallel-Text  edition  of  Chaucor's  Minor  Poems,  Part  III,  completing  the 
Parallel-Text t  and  containing:,  11.  The  Legend  of  Good  Women  from  5  MSS 
and  Thynne's  print ;  12.  Truth  from  6  MSS  ;  18.  The  Compleynt  of  Venus 
from  6  MSS ;  14.  The  Envoy  to  Scogan  from  3  MSS ;  16.  Marriage,  or  The 
Envoy  to  Bukton,  from  1  MS  and  Notary's  and  Thynne's  prints ;  16.  Gentil- 
esse  from  6  MSS ;  17.  Proverbs  from  3  MSS ;  18.  Stedfastness  from  6  MSS  ; 
19.  Fortune  from  6  MSS ;  20.  Chaucer  to  his  empty  PursCy  from  6  MSS. 

The  issue  for  1880,  in  the  First  Series,  is, 

LIX.  Supplementary  Parallel-Texts  of  Chaucer's  Minor  Poems,  Part  II  :—la.  The 
Farlament  of  Poules  from  3  MSS ;  2.  The  ABC  from  6  MSS ;  8.  Anelida 
and  Arcite  from  6  MSS ;  4.  The  Legettd  of  Good  Women,  in  whole  or  part  ' 
from  4  MSS ;  6.  Tho  Complaint  of  Mars  from  3  MSS ;  6.  Truth  from  6 
MSS  ;  7.The  Compleynt  of  Venus  'from  3  MSS ;  8.  Gentilesse  from  3  MSS  ; 
9.  Lack  of  Stedfastness  from  Thynne's  print  and  2  MSS ;  10.  Fortune  from 
2  MSS  and  Caxton's  print. 

LX.  Odd-Texts  of  Chaucer's  Minor  Poems,  Part  II,  containing,  3.  TheAB  C,  from 
2  MSS ;  4.  The  House  of  Fatne,  from  the  Pepys  MS,  &o. ;  5.  The  Legend 
of  Good  Women  from  3  MSS;  6.  The  Bethe  of  Blaunche  the  Biteliesse  from 
1  MS ;  7.  The  Complaint  to  Pity  from  2  MSS  ;  8-  The  Parlament  of  Fowles 
from  1  MS ;  9.  Truth  from  3  MSS ;  10.  Envoy  to  Scogan  from  1  MS ;  11. 
Purse  from  1  MS. 

LXI.  A  One-Text  Print  of  Chaucer's  Minor  Poems,  Part  II,  containing,  VI.  Mother 
of  God;  VII.  Anelida;  VIII.  The  Former  Age ;  IX.  Adam  Scrivener; 
X.  The  House  of  Fame ;  XI.  Leaende ;  XII.  Truth;  XIII.  Venus;  XIV. 
Scogan;  XV.  Marriage;  XVI.  Gentilesse;  XVII.  Proverbs;  XVIII. 
Stedfastness;  XIX.  Fortune;  XX,  Purse. 

LXII.  Autotype  Specimens  of  the  chief  Chaucer  MSS.  Part  III :  2  from  Henry 
V's  MS  of  the  Troilusj  when  he  was  Prmce  of  Wales  (now  Mr  Baoon 
Frank's)  ;  1  from  Shlrle/s  MS  of  the  ABC  at  Sion  Coll. 

The  issue  for  1881,  in  the  First  Series,  will  be  chosen  from, 
LXIII.  The  Six-Text,  Part  IX,  with  colord  Lithographs  of  6  Tellers  of  Tales  and 
6  emblematical  Figures  from  the  Cambridge  Univers.  MS  Gg.  4.  27 ;  Fore- 
words, Title-pages  for  the  three  volumes,  &c. ;  and  Prof.  Hiram  Corson's 
Index  to  the  Subjects  and  Names  of  The  Canterbury  Tales. 
LXIV  to  LXIX.    6  Appendixes  to  the  6  MSS  of  the  Six-Text,  with  Woodcuts  and 
colord  Lithograph.s  of  6  Tellers  of  Tales  and  of  6  emblematical  Figures  from 
the  Cambridge  Univ.  MS,  Gg.  4.  27,  &c.,  and  colord  Lithographs  of  the  23 
Ellesmere  MS  Miniatures.    The  Hengwrt  MS,  Part  VI,  will  contain  The 
Canon' 8- Yeoman's  Tale,  from  the  Lichfield  Cathedral  MS. 
LXX.  Part  II  of  Mr  W.  M.  Rossetti's  Compari^n  of  Chaucer's  Troylus  and  Cry- 
seyde  with  Boccaccio's  Filostrato.  [Ready. 

LXXI.  A  Parallel-Text  edition  of  Chaucer's  Troilus  from  the  Carapsall  MS,  b.  1415 
A.D.  (written  for  Henry  V  when  Prince  of  Wales),  Harleian  2280,  and 
Cambr.  Univ.  Libr.  Gg.  4.  27.  [Beady. 

Prof.  Hiram  Corson  has  also  agreed  to  edit  the  Society's  Chaucer  Concordance. 
For  1882,  Miss  Isabel  Marshall  and  Miss  Lela  Porter  are  making  a  By  me- Index  to 
Chaucer's  Minor  Poems.  To  their  Subjects  and  Names,  Prof.  H.  Corson  is  making 
an  Index.    For  1884,  or  1885,  Chaucer's  Boece  is  ready  for  the  First  Series. 

Among  the  Texts  and  Essays,  <jro.,  preparing  for  the  Chaucer  Society  are: — 

Early  English  Pronunciation,  with  especial  reference  to  Shakspere  and  Chaucer, 
by  Alexander  J.  Ellis,  Esq.,  F.R.S.    Part  V  {to  be  ready  in  1882  or  1883). 

Autotype  Specimens  of  the  chief  Chaucer  Manuscripts,  by  F.  J.  Fumivall,  Pt  IV. 

The  Tale  of  Beryn,  Part  II.  Introduction  and  Glossary,  by  Messrs  Fumivall 
and  W.  G.  Stone. 

Essays  on  Chaucer,  his  Words  and  Works,  Part  V :  13.  Chaucer's  Pardoner :  his 
character  illustrated  by  documents  of  his  time,  by  Dr  J.  J.  Jusserand.  14.  Whv  the 
Bomaunt  of  the  Bose  is  not  Chaucer's,  by  Prof.  Skeat,  M.A.  15.  (Probably)  Chau- 
cer's Shiftman,  by  P.  Q.  Karkeek,  Esq.,  of  Dartmouth.  16.  Chaucer's  Parsons  Tale 
compared  with  Frere  Lorens's  Somtne  des  Vices  et  des  Vertus,  by  Herr  H.  Simon. 

Chaucer's  Boad  to  Canterbury,  with  Ogilby's  Plan  of  it,  1675,  and  William 
Smith's  Plan  of  the  City  of  Canterbury  in  1588 ;  by  the  Rev.  W.  A.  Scott  Robei-tson, 
M.A.,  Hon.  Sec.  of  the  Kent  Archaeological  Institute. 

Life-Records  of  Chaucer,  Part  III,  The  Household  book  of  Isabella,  wife  of  Prince 
Lionel,  third  son  of  Edward  III,  in  which  the  name  of  Geoffrey  Chaucer  first 
occurs ;  edited  from  the  unique  MS  in  the  Brit.  Museum,  by  Edward  A.  Bond,  Esq., 
Chief  Librarian.  Part  IV,  Other  Enrolments  and  Documents  from  the  Public 
Record  Office,  the  City  of  London  Town-Clerk's  Office,  &c.,  edited  by  Walford  D. 
Selby,  Esq..  and  F.  J.  Fumivall,  Esq.,  M.A. 

*  A  detaud  Comparison  of  Chaucer's  KnighVs  Tale  with  the  Teseide  of  Boccaccio,' 
by  Hek&t  Ward,  Esq.,  of  the  MS  Departaient  of  the  British  Museum.  [At  Frees. 
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A  here  hjgnntf 
]>e  Prologe  of  ^  liilleres  tale 
IT  The  Prologe 

"YVThan  }s.i^  }e  Imyghf  had  ^  his  tale  told 
Iw  In  al  the  companye  nas  per  ^onge  ne  olde 
f  f    ))at*  he  ne  seide  if  was  a  noble  stoiie 

And  woT)»i  to  be  drawe  in  memorie  3112 

And  namely  the  gentels  euerechoft 

Oui  hooste  loughe  and  swore  so  mof  I  gofi 

This  go]>  a  113^  ynbokeled  is  ])e  male 

Laf  se  nowe  who  shal  telle  ano)»ere  tale  3116 

ffoi  trewly  fe  game  is  wel  bygonne 

Now  telle^  je  sii'  monke  ^if  ^e  conne 

Somwhat  to  qnyte  wi])  ])e  knyghtes  tale 

The  Millei^  f&V  foivdronke  was  al  pale  3120 

So  )»af  vnnejies  yppon  his  hois  he  satte 

He  wold  ayaile  neipe  hode  ne  hatte 

Ne  abide  no  man  for  his  curtesie  [iwf  m] 

Buf  in  Pilates  vois  he  bygan  to  crie  3124 

And  swoze  by  armes  blode  and  bones 

I  can  a  noble  tale  for  \te  nones 

WiJ>  Je  which  I  wil  now  quyte  J>e  laiy3tes  tale 

Oui'  [hooste]  seghe  ])af  he  was  dionke  of  ale  3128 

And  seide  abide  Eobyn  leue  brothei' 

Somme  better  man  shal  telle  ts  first*  ano))ei' 

Abide  and  [let]  us  wirche  thriftely 

By  goddes  soule  quod  he  ])at  wil  not*  I  3132 

fTor  I  wil  speke  or  ellis  go  my  way 

Our  hooste  answerd  seye  on  a  deuel  way 

Thou  arte  a  fool  ])i  witt*  is  ouercommen 

Now  harkene^  quod  pe  myllere  al  and  som  3136 

T  But*  first*  I  make  a  protestaciotm 

}»at*  I  am  dronke  I  knowe  it*  by  my  sot/n 

And  ^ifoie  y£  1  mysspeke  or  say 

Wite  it*  pe  Ale  of  suthwerk  1 90U  pray  3140 
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ffor  I  will  telle  a  legend  and  a  liff 

Bo  J)  of  a  Carpentei^  and  [of]  his  wiff 

How  ))af  a  clerke  reft*  the  writes  cappe 

The  reue  answeid  and  seide  stint*  of  ])i  clappe  3144 

Laf  be  \ti  lewde  dronken  harlotrie 

If  is  a  synne  and  eke  a  grete  folye 

To  appeyren  eny  man  or  hjm  diffame 

And  eke  to  bringe  wives  in  sucl^  name  3148 

})ow  maist*  ynowe  of  o)»er  J^ingges  seine 

)>i8  dronken  Millere  spake  ful  sone  ageyfi 

And  seide  leue  bro))er  oswalde 

Who  haj)  no  wif .  is  no  kukwold  3152 

Buf  I  seie  not*  Jjcrfor  J)af  J>ou  art  oofl 

Ther  ben  ful  good[e]  wynes  mony  oil 

c ' 

no  gap  in  tlie  M8.'\  3156 

Whi  art*  J>ou  angry  wij  my  tale  nowe 

I  haue  a  wiff  parde  as  wel  as  )»oa/ 

3it*  nolde  I  for  ])e  oxen  in  my  plogli 

Take  vpon  me  more  fan  ynogfe  3160 

As  demen  of  my  seluen  fat*  I  were  oone  ii»f  «»bMki 

I  wil  bylieue  fat*  J>af  I  am  none 

An  hnsbond  shnld  not*  be  inquesitif 

Of  goddes  prinete  ne  of  his  wif  3164 

Sq  he  may  finde  goddes  foyson  fere 

Of  fe  remenanf  nedef  naf  to  enquere 

What*  shnld  I  more  seie  but*  f  e  Millere 

He  nyl  his  wordes  for  no  man  for-bere  3168 

But*  tolde  his  Chirles  tale  in  his  manera 

Me  forfenkef  fat*  I  shal  reherce  it  here 

And  ferfore  eueiy  gentil  wi^f  I  preie 

Demef  not*  for  goddes  loue  fat*  I  seie  3172 

Of  enel  entenf  but*  for  I  mote  reherce 

Her  tales  alle  be  fei  bettei'  or  wors/ 

Or  ellis  fals  somen  of  my  matere 

And  ferfore  who  list*  it*  not*  here  3176 
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Tome  oner  pe  lief  and  cheae  anoj^^  tale 

ffor  je  shtil  fynde  ynow  giete  and  smale 

Of  historial  J^inge  p&V  tonche)?  gentilnesse 

And  eke  moialite  and  holynesse  3180 

Blame  nof  me  jif  ]>af  ye  chese  amys 

The  MiUeie  is  a  cheerle  ^e  knowe  wel  piB 

So  was  the  Bene  eke  and  other  moo 

And  harlotrie  yd  told  hof  twoo  3184 

Avise  30U  and  put*  me  out*  of  blame 

And  eke  men  shal  nof  make  emesf  of  game 

Thns  ende])  }e  prologe. 

[No  break  in  the  M8.\ 
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And  here  by- 
gynne])  pe  Millen  Tale. 
irVarraoio 

fhilom  ^6T  was  dwelling*  in  OxenfordI 
A  riche  gnof*  ])af  gestes  helde  to  bord  3188 

And  of  his  craff  he  was  a  Carpentei' 
"Wif  him  J>er  was  dwelling*  a  pore  scoleie 
Had  lemed  arte  but*  al  his  fantasie 

Was  turned  forto  lere  Astrologie  3192 

And  cowde  a  certeyn  of  conclusions 
To  demen  by  intenogacions . 

3if  ]>af  men  axed  him  incerteyn  houres  [ie«f  46] 

Whan  ])af  men  shulc)  baue  drou^te  of  shoures  3196 

Or  3if  men  axed  him  what*  shuld  byfalle 
Of  euery  Jing*  I  may  not*  rekne  alle 
This  tale  was  cleped  hende  Nicholas 
Of  deme  loue  and  priue  solas  3200 

And  ]>erto  he  was  sclegh  and  ful  pnue 
And  liche  to  a  maiden  meke  to  see 
A  chambre  had  he  in  ])at*  ostelrie 

Allone  wi])-out*  eny  company e  3204 

fiful  fetisf  dight*  vrip  herbes  swote 
And  he  hym  self  as  swete  as  is  ]»e  rote 
Of  licorace  or  ony  sytuale 

His  almagisf  and  bokes  giete  and  smale  3208 

His  aster-kboure  longinge  for  his  arte 
His  awgryme  stones  layen  ful  faire  aparte 
On  shelues  couched  at  his  beddes  heuede 
His  presse  ykeuered  wij)  a  falding*  rede  3212 

And  al  aboue  ^er  lay  a  gay  sautrie 
On  which  he  made  on  nyghtes  melodye 
So  swetely  ^at*  al  \te  chambre  longe 
And  angelus  ad  virginem  he  songe  3216 

And  after  f&V  he  songe  pe  kingges  note 
fiul  ofte  blessed  was  his  meiy  ))Tote 
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And  pus  pe  swete  Clerk'  his  tyme  spente 

Affceie  his  frendes  fynding*  and  his  rente  3220 

This  Caipenteie  had  wedded  newe  a  wiff 

Which  ])af  he  loued  more  ])an  his  liff 

Of  xviy.  jere  she  was  of  age 

lelous  he  was  and  kepf  hii'  stxeit*  in  cage  3224 

ffor  she  was  wily  and  yonge  and  he  was  olde 

And  demed  hym  self  to  be  like  a  Cukwolde 

He  knewe  nof  Caton  for  hU  wif  is  rude 

jDat*  bad  man  sholdf  wedde  his  similitude  3228 

Men  shul  wedde  aftere  her  estate 

ffor  ^ou^  and  elde  is  oft<  af  debate 

But  sith  he  was  fisdlen  in  fe  snare  [leaf  45,  i»ck] 

He  most*  enduren  as  o]wr  folk  lus  care  3232 

ffair  was  ^is  yonge  wif  and  fei  wijy  aft 

As  eny  wesett  her  body  genf  and  smatt 

A  seynt*  she  wered  barred  al  of  silld 

A  barmeclo]>e  as  white  as  mom[e]  mylk*  3236 

Ypon  her  lendes  ful  of  mony  a  gore 

White  was  hir  smok*  and  enbrauded  al  byfore 

And  eke  be-hinde  on  her  colei^  aboute 

Of  Cole-blak  silk*  with-Inne  and  eke  wi^ute  3240 

The  tapes  of  hii*  white  volipere 

Were  of  pe  same  sute  of  hir  colere 

Hii'  Philett  brode  of  silk  and  sette  ful  hie 

And  sikerly  she  had  a  lykerous  ye  3244 

fful  smal  ypulled  were  her  browes  twoo/ 

And  yoo  were  bent*  and  blake  as  eny  sloo/ 

She  was  more  bhsful  on  to  se 

(an  is  pe  newe  Perient*  tree  3248 

And  softer  Jnm  fe  vroft  is  of  eij^ei' 

And  by  hii'  girdel  henge  a  purs  of  ledei* 

Tasshed  wi(  silk  and  perled  with  latoun 

In  al  (is  worlde  to  soke  vp  and  dot^n  3252 

Ther  nys  no  man  so  wise  (af  cou(e  (enche 

80  gay  a  popelof  or  [such]  a  wenche 
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ffiil  bri3f  was  the  shynyng*  of  her  hwe 

Than  in  pe  toure  ]>e  noble  forged  newe  3256 

But*  of  her  songe  if  was  as  loude  and  ^erne 

As  eny  swalowe  sittinge  on  a  beeme 

Jperto  she  cou]>e  skippe  and  make  a  game 

As  eny  kid  or  caK  folowing*  his  dame  3260 

Her  mou])e  was  swete  as  braket  or  meth 

Or  horde  of  apples  leide  in  hay  or  heth 

Wynsinge  she  was  as  is  a  loly  colt 

Longe  as  a  mast*  and  ypwarcF  as  a  bolt*  3264 

A  broche  she  bare  on  her  lone  colei? 

As  brode  as  is  )»e  boos  of  a  bokelere 

Her  shoes  were  laised  on  her  legges  hie  [iwf  m] 

She  was  a  Primerott  a  Pigges  nye  3268 

ffor  eny  lorde  to  liggen  in  his  bedde 

Or  3it*  for  eny  [good]  ^eman  to  wedde 

Now  sii'  and  eft*  sir' .  and  so  bifelle  pe  caas 

That*  on  a  day  ])is  heende  Nicholas  /  3272 

ffelle  wij)  J)is  yonge  wif  forto  rage  and  play 

While  fat*  her  husbonde  was  at*  osenay 

As  clerkes  bene  ful  subtile  and  ful  queynte 

And  prively  he  kaujt*  hui'  by  J>e  queynte  3276 

And  seide  ywis  but*  I  haue  my  wille 

ffor  deeme  loue  of  ]>e  lemman  I  spille 

And  helde  hure  fast*  by  fe  haunche  bonys 

And  seide  lemman  my  wilt  at*  onys  3280 

Or-I  wil  die  as  god  me  saue 

And  she  spronge  as  a  colt*  in  traue 

And  vnp  her  hede  sche  wried  fast*  away 

She  saide  I  wil  not*  kisse  J)e  by  my  fay  3284 

Wy  labbe  quod  she  latt  be  Nicholas 

Or  I  wil  crie  out*  harowe  and  alas 

Do  way  ^oure  hondes  for  ^our  curtesie 

This  Nicholas  gan  mercy  forto  crie  3288 

And  spake  so  faire  and  profred  him  ful  fast 

J)af  she  her  loue  graunted  hym  atte  last* 
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And  awoor  bii^  oo^e  by  seinf  Thamas  of  kenf 

Thaf  she  wolde  bene  at*  his  comanndement*  3292 

Whan  ^at*  she  may  hii'  laizere  wel  aspie 

Myn  husbonde  is  so  fal  of  lelonsie 

))af  bnf  je  waite  wele  and  by  prive 

I  woote  ii3f  wel  I  ne  am  buf  dede  quod  she  3296 

3e  mote  be  fnl  deeme  as  in  ]>is  caas 

Nay  ])eTof  care  3on  not*  quod  Nicholaas 

A  Clerk  has  li]>eTly  bysette  his  while 

But*  3if  he  cou]>e  a  carpentei'  begile  3300 

And  ^us  ])ei  acorded  and  swome 

To  awaite  a  tyme  as  I  haue  seide  bifoift 

Whan  Nicholas  haci  dofl  ]ms  eu^ry  dele  pmt  46.  iMok] 

And  twakked  her  aboute  ]>e  lendes  welle  3304 

He  kisse])  her  swete  and  take))  his  sautrie 

And  pleie])  fast*  and  make^  melodye 

jKm  fiUe  it  ]>us  ]>at  to  ]>e  parissh  chirche 

Cristes  werkes  for  to  wirche  3308 

This  good  wif  went*  vpon  an  halyday 

Hie'  forhede  shoon  as  bri^t*  as  eny  day 

So  was  ii^  wasshe  whan  she  left*  her  werk* 

Now  was  ])ere  of  ^e  chirc!L  a  parish  clerk  3312 

])e  which  was  cleped  absaloll 

Cmlle  was  his  heei'  and  as  ))e  golde  shone 

And  strouted  as  [a]  fanne  large  and  brode 

iful  streite  and  euene  laie  his  loly  shode  3316 

His  rudde  was  rede  his  eyen  grey  as  goos 

Wi]i  Powles  wyndowes  corven  in  his  shoos 

In  hosen  rede  he  went«  fetisly 

I-clad  he  was  fal  smal  and  proprely  3320 

Al  in  a  kirtel  of  light*  wagett 

fiul  faire  and  ]>ikke  ben  ^  poyntes  sette 

And  Jwr-vpon  he  had  [a]  gay  smplise 

As  white  as  is  )re  blossom  on  [the]  rise  3324 

A  mery  chilcl  he  was  so  god  me  saue 

Wel  coude  he  late  blood  [and]  clippe  and  shaue 
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And  make  a  charfceie  of  londe  or  a  quytatmce 

In  xx^  manors  coude  he  trippe  and  daunce 

After  the  scole  of  Ozenforde  ]ioo 

And  wi])  hiib  legges  casten  to  and  froo 

And  pleyen  songes  on  a  small  rybibe 

Some  he  songe  a  loude  quynybe 

As  as  wel  coude  he  pley  on  a  gytern) 

In  al  ])e  towne  nas  hrewhons  ne  tauerft 

J>at  he  ne  viset*  wip  his  solas 

fer  eny  gailerdi  tapstei*  was 

But*  soth  to  sayn  he  was  somdele  squeymous 

Of  fartinge  and  of  speche  daungerous 

This  Absolon  ]yat<  was  loly  and  gay 

Go])  vrip  a  sensure  on  pe  sonday 

Sensinge  pe  wyues  of  pe  paiissh  fast* 

And  mony  a  louely  loke  on  hem  he  casf 

And  namely  on  pe  Carpenters  wiff 

To  loke  on  hyi*  him  f  oujf  a  mery  liff 

She  was  so  propre .  swete .  a7id  likerous 

I  dar  wel  say  and  she  had  be  a  mous 

And  he  a  Catf  he  wolcl  hire  hent*  anon 

This  paiissh  clerk*  piB  loly  absoloil 

Ha))  in  his  herte  such  a  loue  longynge 

That*  of  no  wiff  toke  he  non  ofiringe 

For  curtesie  he  seide  he  wolde  none 

The  mone  whan  if  was  ny^t*  brijf  shone 

And  absolon  his  gitem  ha])  [ijtake 

For  paramours  he  Joujtc  forto  wake 

And  ioTpQ  he  go])  lelous  and  amorous 

Til  he  come  to  pe  Carpenter[o]8  hous 

A  litel  aftere  pe  Cok*  had  ycrowe 

And  dressed  hym  vnder  a  shette  wyndowe 

That*  was  vpon  pe  Carponter[e]s  walle 

He  singe])  in  his  vois  gentile  and  smaUe 

Now  dero  lady  jif  J)i  wil  be 

I  prei  30U  Jaf  30  wil  rewe  on  me 
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FqI  wel  according*  to  his  gitemynge 

This  CaipenteTe  a-woke  and  heni  hym  singe  3364 

And  spake  ynto  his  wif  and  seide  anofi 

Whaf  alison  herest*  pon  not*  AbsoloiL 

J)at*  channie^  Jms  yndeie  our  bonres  watt 

And  she  answerd  her  hnsbonci  per  wi])  att  3368 

5is  god  wote  lohn  I  here  if  enery  dele 

^is  pesseji  for])  what*  wil  ^e  than  bnt  wele 

£&o  day  to  day  fia  loly  absolofi 

So  wowe])  hire  ]>at*  hym  was  woo>bygofi  3372 

He  wake])  al  pe  ny^f  and  al  pe  day 

He  kembeji  his  lockes  brode  and  made  hem  gay 

He  wowe])  hii'  by  menes  and  brocage  cieaf «?.  back] 

And  swoor  he  wolde  bene  her  wne  page  3376 

He  Synge])  biokking*  as  a  nyghtyngale 

He  senf  her  pyment*  Methe  and  spised  ale 

And  wafres  pyping  bote  onf  of  fe  glede 

And  to  hij'  often  he  profered  mede  3380 

ffor  some  wil  be  wonnen  for  ricches 

And  some  for  strokes  and  some  for  gentOnesse 

Somtyme  to  shewe  his  lightnesse  and  maisstrie 

He  pleieth  herawdes  ypon  a  scaffold  hie  3384 

Bnt  whaf  availle);  him  as  in  ])iB  caas 

So  loueth  she  fla  hende  Nicholaas 

Thaf  Absolon  may  blawe  ye  hnke  horfi 

He  ne  had  for  his  labonr  buf  a  scorfi  3388 

And  ]ms  she  make^  absolon  her  Ape 

Al  his  eemest  tumep  buf  to  a  Tape 

ffor  sofe  pia  prouerbe  if  is  no  lye 

Men  seien  pua  alway  pe  nj^ie  sclie  3392 

Make])  pe  feer  loue  to  be  loth 

ffor  ]K)n3e  ^af  absolon  be  wode  or  wroth 

By  cause  faf  he  fer  was  from  her  sijf 

This  Ni^te  Nicholas  stode  in  his  li^f  3396 

Nowe  here  jou  wel  thou  hende  Nicholas/ 

ffor  absolon  may  waille  and  singe  aUas 
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And  so  by-felle  if  on  a  Sateidaj 

This  Carpentere  was  gone  to  Osnay  3400 

And  hende  Nicholas  and  Alisofi 

Accorded  were  to  ])is  conclnsiofi 

)?af  Nicholas  shal  shapen  hym  a  wile 

This  sely  lelous  husbonde  to  begile  3404 

And  if  so  be  ]>e  game  went*  a  li^f 

She  shulde  sclepe  in  his  arme  al  ]>af  nyjt* 

For  fia  [was]  his  desire  and  hers  also 

And  ri^f  anon  wi])-out6  wordes  moo/  3408 

This  Nicholas  no  longer  wold  taiie 

Buf  do]>  ful  softe  into  his  chamber  cazie 

Both  mete  and  drinke  for  a  daye  or  tweye  PmT  m] 

And  to  hii'  husbonde  bad  hii'  for  to  seie  3412 

If  ])at<  he  asked  after  Nicholas 

She  shulde  seie  she  nysf  not*  wher  he  wa^ 

Of  al  Jiat*  day  she  see  hjm  not*  -wip  ye 

She  trowed  ^af  he  was  in  maladye  3416 

ffor  no  crie  her  maide  can  calle 

He  nolde  answere  for  nou^t*  that*  may  bi&lle 

This  passe])  for])  al  ])e  Saterday 

That*  Nicholas  stille  in  his  bed  lay  3420 

And  ete  and  slepte  and  [dede]  what*  hym  lest* 

Til  sonday  ])at*  fe  sonne  go]>  to  rest* 

This  sely  Carpentei^  ha])  grete  merraile 

Of  Nicholas  or  what*  Jing*  myjt*  hyw  alle  3424 

And  saide  I  am  a-drad  by  seynt*  Thomas 

It*  stondeth  not*  a-ri^t*  wif  Nicholas 

God  shilde  fat*  he  deyed  sodenily 

This  world  is  nowe  ful  tikil  sikerly  3428 

I  seghe  to-day  a  coors  bom  to  chirche 

That*  now  on  monday  I  segh  fast*  wirche 

Go  yp  quod  he  to  his  knaue  anofi 

Clepe  at*  his  door  or  knokke  wip  a  stofi  3432 

Loke  howe  if  is  and  telle  me  boldely 

])i8  knaue  wenf  him  vp  ful  sturdely 
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And  at*  the  Chamber  door  while  pat  he  etode 

He  cried  an  knokked  as  he  were  wode  3436 

"What"  howe  what*  do  ^e  maist^r  Nicholay 

Howe  may  -^e  sclopen  al  J^is  longe  day 

But  al  for  nou^t*  he  herd  neuer  a  wor^ 

An  hoole  he  foonde  ful  lowe  vnder  a  boni  3440 

Ther  as  fe  Catt  was  wonte  forto  crepe 

And  at*  pQ  hole  he  loked  in  M  depe 

And  atte  last*  he  had  of  him  a  sijt 

^is  Nicholas  satte  euere  gaping*  yp  rijt  3444 

As  he  had  kiked  on  fe  newe  moone 

And  doune  he  gop  and  told  his  maistei^  sone 

In  what  araie  he  segh  Jmf  like  man  iieaf  48,  i»ok] 

This  carpentere  to  blissen  hym  by-gan  3448 

And  seide  helpe  vs  seint*  ffredeswyde 

A  man  wote  litel  what*  shal  hjm  betide 

This  man  is  fallen  wi])  his  astronomye 

In  some  woodnesse  or  in  some  Agonye  3452 

I  you:fi  wel  howe  it*  shuld  be 

Men  shuld  not*  knowe  of  goddis  piivete 

3e  blessed  be  alway  ]>e  lewde  man 

Jmt*  nou^f  but*  only  his  bileeue  can  3456 

So  ferde  ano^r  clerk  with  astronomye 

He  walked  into  fe  feeldes  for  to  prie 

Ypon  pe  sterres  to  wit*  what*  shal  by-falle 

Til  he  was  in  a  Marie  pitte  yfalle  3460 

He  seighe  nojt*  but*  yit*  by  seint*  Thomas 

Me  rue])  soor  hende  Nicholas 

He  schal  be  rated  of  his  stodying* 

If  ^t*  I  may  by  Ihesu^  heuene  knyge       [« us  ine]        3464 

Gete  me  a  staf  pB,V  I  may  ynderspore 

While  J)at*  fou  Kobyn  heuest*  vp  f e  dore 

He  shal  out*  of  his  stodying*  as  I  gesse 

And  to  ye  Chamber  dore  he  gan  hym  dresse  3468 

His  knaue  was  a  stronge  Carle  for  pe  nones 

And  by  fe  haspe  he  haue  it*  vp  at*  ones 

PETWORTH   99 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


100  GROUP  A.   §  4.   miller's  tale.  Petvrorth  MS« 

Into  ]>e  floor  fe  door  fille  anofi 

This  Nicholas  saf  ay  sidlle  as  stofi  3472 

And  euere  gaped  vpward  into  f  e  eiie 

fia  carpentei'  wende  he  were  in  despeii' 

And  hent*  hym  by  ]ye  shuldres  my^tely 

And  shoke  him  har<)  and  cried  spitously  3476 

IVTiaf  Nicholay  what*  loke  adoun 

A-wake  and  ]>enk  on  cristes  passiotm 

I  croTiche  ]>e  from  eveles  and  fro  wijtes 

^r-with  ])e  nyjt*  spelle  he  seide  anofi  rijtes  3480 

On  four  halues  of  the  hons  aboute 

And  on  pe  thresshhold  on  ]>e  dore  wtt^ute 

Ihera  crist*  and  seynf  Benedighf  [i«af «] 

Blesse  pw  hous  from  enery  wicked  wighf  3484 

ffor  ]>e  nyghtes  veiye  ]>e  white  pater  noster 

Where  wentestowe .  seynt*  Peters  sustei' 

And  atte  lasf  ]yis  hende  Nicholas 

Gan  for  to  sighe  sore  and  seide  alias  3488 

Shal  al  pe  world  be  loste  eftsones  nowe 

This  Carpentere  answerde  what*  seisf  ]K>we 

Whaf  ])enk  on  god  as  we  dofli  |>af  swynk* 

This  Nicholas  answerde  focche  me  diinki  3492 

And  aftere  I  wil  speke  in  privete 

Of  certeyn  |>ing*  paif  towche])  pe  and  me 

I  wille  telle  if  noon  ofer  man  cereteyne 

This  carpentei*  go]i  doi^n  and  commeji  ageyne  349G 

And  broujf  of  myghty  ale  a  large  quarte 

And  whan  ])at*  eche  of  hem  had  dronke  his  parte 

pis  Nicholas  his  door  fast*  shette 

And  doon  pe  Garpentei'  by  hym  he  sette  3500 

And  seide  lohfi  myn  hooste  lief  and  dere 

)?ow  shalt  ypon  ]yi  iToup  swere  me  heere 

That*  to  no  wight*  ]K)a  shalt*  pis  counsel  wrey 

ffor  if  LB  cristes  counsaile  ]>af  I  sey  3504 

And  if  pxL  telle  if  man  fou  arf  forlore 

ffor  piB  vengeannce  fon  slialf  haue  perioie 
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fat*  if  Jow  -wiey  me  Jon  ahalt»  be  wode 

IT  Nay  crisf  forbede  if  for  bis  boly  blood  3608 

Qaod  ]ioo  ]nB  sely  man  I  ne  am  no  labbe 

Ne  |>on^  I  seie  it*  I  ne  am  not*  lief  to  gabbe 

Sey  wliat*  ]K>we  wolf  I  sbal  if  neuei'  telle 

To  Childe  ne  wif  by  hyw  J>af  barowed  belle  3512 

Nowe  lobfi  qnod  Nicbolas  I  wil  nof  lie 

I  bane  yfounden  in  myn  aatrologie 

As  I  bane  loked  in  pQ  mone  bn^f 

)paf  nowe  on  monday  nexf  a  qnart^  nyjf  3516 

Sbal  falle  a  rayn  and  ]>af  so  -wild  and  wode 

)paf  balf*  so  giete  was  never  noes  flode 

This  world  be  saide  in  lasse  ])au  in  an  bonr^        Deaf  4»,  back] 

Sbal  al  be  dxeinf  so  bidous  is  fe  sbowie  3520 

Thus  sbal  mankinde  drencbe  and  lese  ber  bff 

TbiB  Caipenteie  answen)  alias  my  wiff 

And  sbal  sbe  diencbe  alias  myil  alisoun 

ffor  Boiowe  of  fia  be  fille  al-mosf  adoun  3524 

And  seide  is  no  lemedye  in  Jis  caas 

Wy  ^  for  god  qnod  beende  Nicbolas 

If  Jow  wolte  worcben  aftere  lore  and  rede 

|)owe  maisf  nof  worcben  aftei'  Jine  owne  bede  3528 

ffor  yus  seitb  Salomon  ]>af  was  fol  trewe 

Worcbe  al  by  counsaile  and  Jou  sbalf  nof  rewe 

And  if  ]K>n  worcben  wolf  by  good  connsaille 

1  undertake  wi)M>nten  masf  or  saille  3532 

$f  sbal  I  sane  bii'  and  fe  and  mee 

Hast*  ^u  nof  berd  bow  saned  was  Noe 

TVban  J»f  our  lorde  baf  warned  bym  byfom 

Pai?  al  tbe  world  wi]i  watei'  sbnld  be  lorn  3536 

3is  qiu>d  J>i8  Carpenter  ful  ^ore  a^oo 

Hasiowe  nof  berde  quod  Nicbolas  also 

pe  sorowe  of  Noe  wif  bis  felawsbip 

Or  he  myjf  gete  bis  wif  to  sbip  3540 

Hym  bad  leuere  I  dar  wel  yndertake 

At^  Jnlk^  tyme  pan  alt  bis  wejeres  blake 
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)>at*  she  had  a  ship  hure  self  aUdn 

And  ferfor  woostowe  what"  is  best*  to  doll  3644 

Thix  axeth  hast<  and  of  an  hastif  ])inge 

Men  may  not*  pieche  or  make  taryinge 

Anoon  go  gete  ys  fast*  into  pia  Inne 

A  knedinge  trough  or  ellis  akemelyne  3548 

£for  eche  of  ys  but*  loke  ])af  yei  bene  large 

In  whiche  men  mowe  swymme  as  in  a  barge 

And  ban  her  vitailles  suffisannf 

But*  for  a  day  fye  on  pe  remenaunt*  3552 

pe  water*  shal  a-slake  and  gofi  a-way 

Abonte  pryme  ypon  pe  nextc  day 

Buf  Bobyne  may  not*  wit*  of  ]yis  )>i  knane  fiMf  60] 

Ke  eke  ]yi  maide  Gitt  I  may  not*  saue  3556 

Axe  not*  why  for  ]K>u^e  ]»oa  axe  me 

I  wil  not*  tellen  goddes  pnnete 

It*  suffise])  pe  bat*  if  ]»i  wittes  madde 

To  haue  as  grete  a  grace  as  Koe  hadde  3560 

^i  wif  shal  I  wel  saue  out*  of  doute 

Go  nowe  f  i  way  and  spede  pe  here  abonte 

But  whan  ])oa  hast*  for  hii*  and  pe  and  me 

ygeten  vs  piae  kneding*  treies  pie  3564 

pBJo.  shalt*  ])ou  honge  hem  in  pe  roof*  ful  hie 

J>at*  no  man  of  oure  punieaunce  espie 

And  whan  );ou  pMB  hast*  doil  as  I  haue  seide 

And  hast*  oure  vitaile  faire  in  hem  y-leide  3568 

And  eke  an  axe  to  smyte  pe  cord  a  two 

Whan  );at*  pe  water  commeji  ^at*  we  may  goo 

And  broke  and  hole  on  high  ypon  the  gable 

Ynto  pe  gardyne  ward  ouer  ^e  stable  3572 

fat*  we  may  frely  passen  forj  our  waye 

Whan  ])af  pe  grete  shoure  is  passed  awaye 

Than  shalt*  ])ou  swymme  as  mery  I  vndertake 

As  do]i  pe  wight*  duk  aftere  pe  drake  3576 

]ian  wol  I  clepe  how  alisofi.  howe  lohn 

Be  mery  for  pe  flood  wil  passe  anon 
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And  ]»owe  wilV  seyn  heil  Maister  Nicholay 

Good  morowe  I  see  Je  wele  for  if  is  day  3580 

And  ^n  shal  we  be  lordes  al  ouie  lif 

Of  alle  fe  world  as  Noe  and  his  wif 

Bnt*  ^at*  of  00  ])ing*  I  wame  ^q  ful  n^t 

Be  wel  avised  on  ]>af  ilk[e]  ny^f  3584 

))at*  we  l>6ne  entred  into  fe  shippes  booni 

J}ai  noon  of  vs  ne  speke  not"  a  word 

Ne  Clepe  ne  crie  but*  bene  in  his  preird 

ffor  it^  is  goddis  owe  heestd  dere  3588 

Thi  wif  and  );ou  mote  honge  fer  atwynne 

ffor  ]Mif  bitwix  ^on  sbal  be  no  synne 

No  more  in  loking<  ]>an  )>er  shal  in  dede  [Uaf  so^buck] 

pia  ordinatmce  is  seide  so  god  ]>e  spede  3592 

To  morowe  at*  nyghf  whan  men  bene  alt  a^slepe 

Into  onr  kneding*  trowes  wil  we  crepe 

And  sitten  ^r  abidinge  goddis  grace 

Go  nowe  J>i  way  I  haue  no  lenger  space  3596 

To  make  of  ^is  no  lenger  sermonyng* 

Men  seyn  Jus  sende  J>e  wise  and  say  no  Jinge 

Jou  art*  so  wise  if  nededej  Je  nof  teche 

Go  sane  our  lif  and  Jaf  I  Je  biseche  3600 

IT  This  sely  Carpentere  gof  forj  his  way 

fEul  off  he  seide  alas  and  wayleway 

And  to  his  wif  he  tolde  his  priuete 

And  she  was  war  and  knewe  if  bef  J>an  he  3604 

Whaf  al  Jis  queinte  casf  was  for  to  saye 

Buf  nathelees  she  feerde  as  she  wold  deye 

And  saide  alas  go  foorj  Ji  way  aiion 

Helpe  vs  to  scape  or  we  bene  dede  echofi  3608 

I  am  Ji  trewe  verry  wedded  wiff* 

Go  dere  spouse  and  helpe  to  saue  our  lif* 

Lo  swich  a  grete  Jing*  is  affection 

Men  may  dye  for  ymaginacion  3612 

So  depe  may  impression  be  take 

This  sely  Carpentei'  bygynnej  quake 
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Hym  fenkef  verrely  J^at*  he  may  se 

"Noe  flood  come  walking^  as  fe  See  3G16 

To  drenchen  alison  his  hony  dere 

He  wepeth  weilleth  and  maketh  soii  cheie 

He  eighef  wij>  mony  a  sory  swougfi 

And  goo^  and  gete);  hym  a  kneding?  trougK  3620 

And  aftere  a  Tubbe  and  a  kemelyne 

And  prively  he  sent*  hem  to  his  Inne 

And  henge  hem  in  ])e  roof  in  privete 

His  owne  honde  he  made  eke  ledders  pre  3624 

To  clymben  by  }e  ronges  and  Je  stalkes 

Vnto  Je  tubbes  hongyng*  in  Je  balkes/ 

And  hem  yitailled  bo])[e]  trou3e  and  tiibbe  {iMf  ii] 

Wif  brede.  wij)  chese  wifh  good  ale  in  a  Tubbo  3628 

Suffisinge  rijf  ynowe  as  for  a  day 

But*  er  he  had  made  al  ]>is  aray 

He  sent*  his  knaue  and  eke  his  wenche  alsoo 

Ypon  his  nede  to  Londofi  for  to  goo  3632 

IT  And  on  ^e  Monday  whan  it*  dronje  to  ny^f 

He  shette  his  door  wi])-outen  candel  li3f 

And  dressed  al  ))ing*  as  it*  shnld  be 

And  shortely  clumben  vp  al  ]»re  3636 

J)ei  seiten  stille  wel  a  forlonge  way 

Now  Pat«r  nosfer  Clum  seide  Nicholay 

And  Clum  quod  lohn .  and  clum  seide  Alisoll 

This  Carpentere  seide  his  devocion  3640 

And  stille  he  sitte  and  bidde))  his  preiei' 

Awaitinge  on  ]>e  reyne  if  he  if  here 

The  de])e  sleep  for  wery  bisynesse 

fBlle  on  ]>is  Caipentar  ri^t*  as  I  gesse  3644 

Aboute  Cuifewe  tymeor  litel  more 

ffor  travaile  of  his  goost*  he  grone])  sore 

But*  ofte  he  routed  for  his  hede  myslay 

Doun  of  fe  ledder  stalke]^  Kicholay  3648 

And  Alisofi  ful  softe  adoune  she  spedde 

Wi]K>uten  wordes  moo  ^ei  goil  to  bedde 
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])er  as  ye  CaipenW  is  wonte  to  lye 

pet  was  ye  renel  and  ^e  melodye  3652 

And  ]>n8  lith  aHson  and  Mcholas 

In  busynes  of  myrtli  and  of  solas 

Til  y&if  ye  belle  of  laudes  gan  to  rynge 

And  &eres  in  ye  chaunsel  gan  to  singe  3656 

IT  This  Parissti  clerk  ]>is  amorous  absoloil 

))af  is  for  loue  alway  so  woo  bygoa 

Vpon  ye  Monday  was  af  Oseney 

Wif  CompaiSy  him  to  diaporf  and  pley  3660 

And  axed  vpon  a  caas  a  Cloystrere 

fEul  prively  after  lofin  ye  Carpentere 

And  he  drowe  hym  aparf  out*  of  ye  chircb  Deaf  si,  back] 

And  seide  I  note  I  s^ghe  b3rm  here  not  wirctL  3664 

8iy  saterday  I  trowe  yat  he  be  went* 

fifor  tymbre  yer  oure  abbot*  ha]y  hym  senf 

ffor  he  is  wonte  for  tymbre  forto  goo 

And  dweUen  at*  ye  grannge  a  day  or  twoo  3668 

Or  ellis  he  is  af  his  hons  certeyn 

Wher  J»f  he  be  I  can  not*  so]>ly  seyn) 

This  absolon  ful  loly  was  and  lijt* 

And  ]K>nght*  now  is  tyme  to  wake  al  nyghf  3672 

ffor  sikerly  I  segh  hym  not*  stirenge 

Abouten  his  door  si]>  day  bygan  to  springe 

So  mote  I  thrive  I  shal  atte  Cockes  crowe 

ffiil  piinely  knokken  at*  his  wyndowe  3676 

))at*  stanf  ful  lowe  vpon  his  bowres  walle 

To  Alison  now  wil  I  tellen  aUe 

My  loue  longyng*  for  ]yaf  I  shal  not*  mysse 

^t*  at*  ye  leeste  wey  I  shal  hii'  kisse  3680 

Som  manere  comfort*  shal  I  hatte  ^at£&j 

My  mou])e  ha])  icched  al  yis  longe  day 

^t*  is  a  signe  of  kissing*  atte  leest 

Al  nyghf  me  mef  eek  I  was  af  a  fesf  3684 

yeT-toT  I  wil  goo  sclepe  an  hour  or  twey 

And  al  ye  nyghf  yan  wil  I  wake  and  pley 
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WLan  p&if  fe  firsta  cok  h&p  crowe  anofi 

Yp  Btert<  piB  lolj  louer  abdolofi  3688 

And  hym  aiaied  gay  and  poynf  devise 

But*  firsf  he  shewe])  greyn  and  licorise 

To  smellen  swote  er  be  had  kempt*  his  here 

Yndeie  his  tonge  a  trewe  loue  he  here  3692 

ffoT  petbj  wende  he  to  be  gracioas 

He  roome^  to  the  Carpenters  hous 

And  stille  he  stant*  ynderc  |>e  shot*  wyndowe 

Ynto  his  brest*  if  ranghf  it*  was  so  lowe  3696 

And  soft*  he  koughe])  wip  a  semy  sonne 

What*  do  je  bony  combe  swete  alisotm 

My  faire  brid  my  swete  Synamome  [iMf  u) 

A-waike|>  lemman  myne  afid  speke]>  to  me  3700 

£Pul  litel  ])enken  36  vpon  my  woo 

fat*  for  joure  loue  I  swete  as  I  goo 

No  wonder  is  Jou^e  that*  I  swelt*  or  swete 

I  monme  as  do]y  pe  lombe  after  ^e  tete  3704 

I-wis  leuman  I  bane  such  loue-longyng< 

))at*  like  a  turtel  trewe  is  my  mo2<mynge 

I  may  not*  eten  no  more  ^an  a  maide 

Go  fro  ])e  wyndowe  lak  fool  she  seide  3708 

So  god  me  spede  if  wil  nof  be  compame 

I  loue  ano])er  and  ellis  I  were  to  blame 

Wei  bef  ]>an  pQ  by  Ihegu  absolon 

Go  fotp  J)i  waie  or  I  wil  casf  a  stofli  3712 

And  laf  me  slepe  a  twenty  deuelway 

Alas  quod  absolon  and  weyloway 

Thaf  trewe  loue  was  euere  so  euel  bysette 

Than  kisse  me  Bip  if  may  be  no  bette  3716 

ffor  ILesus'^  loue  and  for  pe  loue  of  me  p  us  ihq 

Wilf  )k)u  fan  go  J)i  waie  fer-with  quod  she 

3e  Certes  lemman  quod  pia  absolon 

pML  make  pe  redy  quod  she  T  come  anofi  3720 

[ 

.     .     • no  gap  in  the  JfA] 

This  absolon  doune  setto  hym  on  his  knees 
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And  seid  I  am  a  lord  af  alle  degrees  3724 

ffor  aftere  ^is  I  hope  per  commetli  more 

Lemman  }i  grace  and  swete  brid  ])ine  ore 

The  wyndowe  she  vndoj)  and  Jaf  in  haste 

Haue  doo  quod  she  come  of  and  spede  ^e  fSoste  3728 

Lest*  ^at*  our  neigheboures  ]»e  espie 

pis  absolon  gan  wipe  his  mon]»  M  drie 

Derk  was  ]>e  nyght*  as  picch  or  as  ))e  cole 

And  af  ye  wyndowe  out*  she  putf  her  hole  3732 

And  absolon  him  felle  no  bette  ne  wers 

Bnf  wi]>  his  mou);e  he  kissed  her  naked  ers 

fiul  sanourly  er  he  was  ware  of  pia 

Abak  he  sterte  and  ^MghV  if  was  amys  3736 

ffor  wel  he  wisf  a  womman  h&p  no  berde  [leaf  &2,  back] 

He  felt*  a  finff  si  roughe  and  longe  yherede 

And  seide  fye  alas  what*  haue  I  doo 

Ti  he  quod  she  and  clapf  Je  wyndowe  to/  3740 

And  absolon  go^  for)>  a  for]>er  paas 

A  beerd  a  beerdf  seide  hende  Nicholaas 

By  goddes  corpus  ]>\a  go]i  faire  and  wett 

This  sely  absolon  herde  if  euery  dett  3744 

And  on  his  lippe  he  gan  for  anger  bite 

And  to  him  self  he  seide  I  shal  pe  quyte 

Who  rubbeth  nowe  who  freteth  nowe  his  lippes 

Wi]^  dusf  wi^  sonde  wi])  strawe  ynf  clo])  wit^  chippes/ 

Buf  absolon  thaf  sei]y  ful  oft*  alias  3749 

My  soule  bitake  I  to  Sathanas 

Buf  me  were  leuere  j>an  al  ]ns  toune  quod  he 

Of  f  is  despite  a-wroken  forto  be  3752 

Alias  quod  he  alias  I  ne  had  yble3mf 

His  bote  love  is  cold  and  al  yqueynf 

ffor  fro  ^af  tyme  ])af  he  had  kisf  her  era 

Of  paramours  he  sette  nof  a  kers  3756 

ffor  he  was  heled  of  his  malady 

fful  off  paramours  he  gan  defie 

And  wepe^  as  do])  a  chilcl  ^af  is  ybete 

A  aofte  paas  he  wenf  ouer  ^e  strete  3760 
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Ynto  a  smytB  men  clepen  dann  Gervase 

Thaf  in  his  forge  Bmjtep  plowh  harnase 

He  sharpeth  share  and  culter  bisily 

This  absolon  knokkef  al  Esily  3764 

And  seide  ynto  Gervays  and  pa,V  anon) 

What"  who  art*  J)ou  if  am  I  absolon 

What*  Absolon .  what"  cristes  swete  tre 

Why  rise  ^e  so  rathe  .o  benedicite  3768 

Whaf  eile]>  30a  som  gay  gerle  god  if  wote 

HaJ  broi^f  30U  f  us  [up]on  Je  Vyritote 

By  seynt*  Noef  je  whote  wele  whaf  I  mene 

pia  Absolon  ne  rou^t^  nof  a  bene ./  3772 

Of  al  pis  pley  no  word  i^ein  he  gaf  [i«af  ss] 

He  had  more  towe  on  his  dystaf 

]?an  Gervais  knewe  and  seide  &ende  so  dere 

J)e  bote  Coltere  in  Je  Chymeney  here  3776 

As  lene  if  me  I  haue  |>erwi];  to  dofi 

I  wil  bringe  if  argeyn  fol  sone 

Gervais  answerdi  certes  were  if  gol<J 

Or  in  a  poke  nobles  al  vntold  3780 

Thou  shuldest  haue  as  I  am  trewe  smyth 

A  cristes  foo  whaf  wil  je  do  ferwith 

Therof  quod  absolon  be  as  be  may 

I  shal  tellen  if  f  e  to  morowe  day  3784 

And  caughf  Je  Cultei*  by  Jre  colde  stele 

fful  soff  ouf  atte  door  he  gan  stele 

And  wenf  ynto  f  e  Carpenters  walle 

He  koughed  firsf  and  knokked  ^r  wi])  att  3788 

Vppon  J>e  wyndowe  righf  as  he  did  eere 

J)is  Alison  answerda  who  is  Jere 

)?af  knokke))  so  I  waraunf  it  a  ]>eef 

We  nay  quod  he  god  wote  my  swete  leef  3792 

I  am  ]»ine  absolon  );ine  derlinge 

Of  gol<J  quod  he  I  haue  }e  brou^f  a  rynge 

My  modere  ^aue  if  me  so  god  me  saue 

ffol  fyn  if  is  and  Jerto  wel  ygraue  3796 
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This  wil  I  jeuen  pe  if  powe  me  kifise 
]»is  Nicholas  was  risen  foito  pisse 
And  ]K>i^f  he  wolcl  amenden  al  pe  lape 
He  ahtdde  kisse  his  ers  er  ]»t<  he  scape 
And  Tp  J^e  wyndowe  did  be  hastely 
And  onf  his  eis  he  putte])  pr/uelj 
Oner  ye  bnttok  to  ]ye  haunche  bon 
And  perwip  spake  ^is  clerk  pia  absolone 
Speke  swete  bridde  I  not*  wher  fou  art* 
pia  Nicholas  anofi  lete  fleigh  a  fart* 
As  grete  as  it*  had  bene  a  ]K)nder  dent* 
pekif  wi]i  fe  stroke  he  was  almost*  yblent* 
And  he  was  redy  wi]y  his  yren  bote 
And  Nicholas  in  );e  ers  he  smote 
Of  gof  fe  skyn  an  honde  brede  abonte 
pe  hote  cnlter  brenned  so  his  toute 
And  for  fe  smerte  he  wend«  forto  deye 
As  he  were  wood  for  woo  he  gan  to  crye 
Help  water  water  helpe  for  goddys  hert* 
This  Carpentei'  onf  of  his  slomber  sterf 
And  herde  oon  crien  watei'  as  he  were  wode 
And  poi^t*  alias  now  commeth  noes  flode 
He  sette  hym  yp  wi]yoat[e]  wordes  moo 
And  wi]>  an  axe  he  smote  pe  cord  a  two 
And  donn  gqf  alle  he  fonde  nei)>er  to  selle 
Brede  nor  Ale  til  he  com  to  pQ  selle 
Ypon  ye  floor  and  ther  a  swoun  he  lay 
Yp  sterf  hir  Alison  and  Nicholay 
And  criden  out*  and  horowe  in  ye  strete 
pe  neighbonrs  bo^  smale  and  grete 
Bonnen  forto  gawren  on  Jns  man 
pat  a  swonn  lay  hoy  pale  and  wan 
ifor  wiy  ya,if  falle  he  bmsten  ha^  his  arme' 
Bat*  stonden  he  most*  vnto  his  owne  harme 
ffor  whan  he  spak  he  was  anofi  bom  doun 
Wiy  hende  Nicholas  and  alisoun 
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The!  tolde  eaery  man  ])at  Le  was  wode 

He  wajs  agasf  so  of  ])e  Noes  flode 

pOTgU  fantasie  ])at*  of  his  vanyte 

He  had  ybou3t<  hjm  kneding*  tubbes  ])re  3836 

And  had  hem  honged  in  ])e  loof  aboue 

And  ])af  he  preied  hym  for  goddys  loue 

To  sitten  in  pe  roof  par  companye 

pe  folk  gan  laughen  at  his  fantasie  3840 

And  to  the  Eoof  pei  kepen  and  pei  gape 

And  turned  al  his  harme  vnto  a  Tape 

ffbr  what*  so  f  is  Carpentei*  answered 

It  was  for  non3t  no  man  his  resoft  herd  3844 

Wip  opes  grete  he  was  so  sworn  a  doun  Deaf  uj 

That*  he  was  holden  woode  in  al  p&if  toun 

ffor  euere  clerk  anoon  rijf  helde  wif  open 

f  ei  seide  pe  man  is  wood  my  lene  broker  3848 

And  euere  wight*  gan  laughen  at*  his  strif 

Thus  swyued  was  pe  Carpenter[e]8  wiff 

ffor  al  his  keping*  and  his  lelousie 

And  Absalon  ha])  kissed  her  nethere  ye  3852 

And  Nicholas  is  scalded  in  his  toute 

This  tale  is  doa  and  god  saue  al  ^e  route. 

IT  Here  eniep  pe  mylers  tale. 

[No  break  in  the  MS.] 
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IT  And  ]m8  hjgpmef  ye  Prologue  of  ye  Benet  tale  n  oap.  s- 

fian  folk  ban  laaghen  af  fia  nyce  cas 
Of  absolon  and  hende  Nicholas  3856 

Dyuers  folk  dyuersly  pel  seide 
But*  for  pQ  moie  parte  pei  lou^e  and  pleide 
Ke  af  ])is  tale  I  seghe  no  man  lijm  grene 
Buf  it*  were  only  Oswold  J>e  Bene  3860 

Bycanse  lie  was  of  Carpenter[e]8  craft* 
A  litel  Ire  in  his  lierttf  laff 
He  gan  to  graccbe  and  blamed  it  a  lite 
So  tbick  quod  be  fUl  wele  quonf  I  pe  quyte  3864 

Wi])  blering*  of  a  proude  Millers  ye 
If  p&V  me  lisf  to  speke  of  Ribawdye 
Buf  ik  am  olde  me  list*  not*  pley  for  age 
Gias  tyme  is  done  my  foder  is  fotage  3868 

Tbis  white  top  write]?  myn  olde  jeeres 
Myn  bert*  is  al  so  mowled  as  myn  beeres 
But  if  I  fare  as  do)»  an  open-ers 

^f  Uke  frayte  is  ener  lenger  pe  wers  3872 

Til  it  be  roten  in  Mullok  or  in  stre 
We  olde  men  I  drede  so  fare  we 
Til  we  be  roten  can  we  not*  be  ripe 
We  hopen  alway  while  pe  bert*  wil  pipe  3876 

ffor  in  onr  wille  pet  stikketh  euer  a  naile 
To  bane  an  boor  beer  and  a  grene  taile 
As  hap  a  leke  for  pough  our  myjt  be  gofi  p«ar54,i»ek] 

Onr  wille  desire])  foly  euer  in  oon  3880 

flFor  whan  we  may  not*  dofl  ]»n  wil  we  speke 
3it*  in  oure  asshed  olde  is  fire  yreke 
ffour  gledes  ban  we  which  I  shal  deuyse 
Auauntinge  lying* .  angre .  and  coueitise  3884 

Tbise  four  sparkles  longe])  vnto  elde 
Our  olde  lymes  may  wel  bene  vnwelde 
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But*  wil  ne  shal  nof  faille  ]»af  is  sotli 

And  3it«  hane  I  alwaye  a  coltes  totb  3888 

As  monj  ^ere  as  iti  is  passed  lienne 

Si]7  )»af  my  tap  of  lif*  byganne  to  renne 

ffoT  sikerly  whan  I  was  bom  anon 

Def  dTougH  ye  tappe  of  lif  and  lete  it  goi&  3892 

And  eueie  si)»en  h&p  so  ])e  tap  yronne 

Til  af  almost*  al  empty  is  fe  tonne 

The  strem  of  lif  now  droppe)»  on  ]»  chymbe 

J>e  sely  tange  may  wel  rynge  and  chymbe  3896 

Of  wrecchednesse  ysif  passed  is  ful  yore 

Wip  oide  folk  sane  dotage  is  no  moie 

f  Whan  l^at*  our  ooste  had  heide  ))is  sermonynge 

He  gan  to  speke  as  lordly  as  a  kinge  3900 

He  seide  whaf  amonnte)»  al  fHa  witte 

Whaf  shal  we  speke  alday  of  holy  writte 

The  deuel  made  a  Eeue  forto  preche 

Or  of  a  SoTitei'  shipman  or  a  lecche  3904 

Say  for]»  ))i  take  and  tary  not*  pe  tyme 

Loo  Depford  and  it*  is  almost*  prime 

Lo  Grenwich  pest  mony  a  shrewe  is  Inne 

It*  were  hie  tyme  ])i  tale  forto  bygynne  3908 

IT  Kow  Sirs  quod  f  is  Oswol<J  J»e  Eeue 

I  prei  30U  al  ])af  je  ^ou  not  greue 

})ou3e  I  answere  and  somdele  sette  hys  houwe 

ffor  leeful  it*  is  wif  force .  force  of  shouwe  391 2 

This  dronken  Miller*  haf  ytolde  vs  here 

Hon  ])at*  bigiled  was  a  Carpentere 

P&rauentt^re  in  scorn  for  I  am  oofi  iieaf  u] 

And  by  ^oure  leue  I  shal  hym  quyte  anofi  3916 

E^t*  in  his  Cheerles  teermes  wil  I  speke 

I  prei  to  god  his  nekke  mot*  alto-breke 

He  can  wel  in  myn  ye  seen  a  stalk 

But*  in  his  owne  he  can  not*  seen  a  balk*  3920 

IF  Thus  eniep  pe  Prologe  of  J^e  Seue 
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And  here  bygynne])  >e  Beeues  tale 

Af  Trumpington  nof  fer  fro  CaunterbrugQ 
Ther  go)»  a  broke  and  oyer  ])af  a  bruge 
Ypon  ))e  whicha  broke  ^er  stonte  a  melle 
And  pis  is  yerrey  so]?  J^af  I  ;oxi  telle  3924 

A  Millere  was  fere  dwellings  mony  a  day 
As  ony  Pecok*  he  was  pronde  and  gay 
Fipen  he  coa)«  an  fisshen  and  nettes  bete 
And  tome  Coppes  and  wel  wrastel  and  shete  3928 

IS  J  by  his  belf  he  bare  a  longe  panade 
And  of  a  swercl  fdl  trencha&t  was  'pe  blade 
A  loly  popper  bera  he  in  his  ponche 
Ther  nas  no  man  for  perile  diirsf  hym  touche  3932 

A  Sheffeld  thwytel  here  he  in  his  hose 
Bonnde  was  his  face  and  camoyse  was  his  nose 
As  pilled  as  an  ape  was  his  senile 

He  was  a  markef  beter  atte  fuUe  3936 

yer  nas  no  wight*  pat  dnrsf  bond  on  hym  legge 
£nf  if  he  swore  he  shuld  anofl  abegge 
A  theef  he  was  forsojy  of  com  and  mele 
And  ]»t*  a  sleegli  and  ysaunt*  forto  stele  3940 

His  name  was  hoten  deyne^ouse  Symkyti) 
A  wif  he  hadde  commen  of  nobel  kyn 
The  parsofl  of  ]>e  tonne  her  fader  was 
Wif  hir  he  ^ane  fill  mony  a  panne  of  bras  3944 

ffor  ])at*  Symkyn  shnld  in  his  blood  allie 
She  was  yfostred  in  a  nonrie 
ffor  Symkyn  wold[e]  no  wif  as  he  seide 
But*  she  were  wel  ynorshed  and  a  mayde  3948 

To  Sanen  his  Astate  of  jemanrie  Heaf  66,  imckj 

And  she  was  pronde  and  peert*  as  is  a  pie 
A  fdl  feire  sighf  was  if  ypon  hem  twoo/ 
On  holy  daies  byfom  hii*  wold  he  goo/  3952 
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Wi])  his  typef  bounden  aboute  his  hede  . 

And  she  come  aftere  in  a  gite  of  rede 

And  Symkyn  had[de]  hosen  of  )»e  same 

per  durst  no  wi^t*  clepe  hui'  but*  dame  3956 

Was  noon  so  hardy  fat*  wenf  by  fe  way 

Jpatfi  wi])  hii'  dorsf  ones  rage  or  play 

But*  if  he  wold  be  sclayn  of  Symkyn 

WiJ»  panade  and  wij)  knyf  or  boydekyn)  3960 

ffor  lelous  folk  ben  perylous  euermoo 

Algates  )»ei  wolde  her  wyues  wenden  soo 

And  eke  for  she  was  somdett  smoterlicli 

She  was  as  digne  as  water  in  a  didi  3964 

As  ful  of  hoker  and  of  bismare 

Hire  J^on^te  )»at*  a  lady  shuld  hiP  spare 

Whaf  for  her  kynrede  and  her  nortekie 

))af  she  had  lemed  in  ])e  Nonerie  3968 

A  don^tere  had[de]  pel  bitwene  hem  twoo 

Of  XX**  jere  wiJ)-outen  ony  moo/ 

Sauyug*  a  childe  p&t  was  of  half  ^ere  age 

In  cradel  if  lay  and  was  a  propre  page  3972 

This  wenche  thik  and  wel  ygrowe  was 

Wi]7  Camoys  nose  and  eyen  as  giey  as  glas 

Wi^  buttokes  brode  and  brestes  round  and  hie 

Buf  ri^f  faire  was  hui'  heor  I  wil  nof  lye  3976 

If  The  person  of  pe  tonne  for  she  was  so  faire 

In  pt/rpoos  was  to  make  hii'  his  aire 

Bo])  of  his  Catett  and  of  his  messuage 

And  stratinge  he  made  if  of  hui'  manage  3980 

His  pwrpoos  was  to  bystowe  hii*  hie 

Into  som  wor  J?i  blood  of  Auncetrie 

ffor  holy  churches  good  mosf  be  despended/ 

On  holy  chirche  blood  ]>af  is  descended/  3984 

Therfore  he  wold  his  holy  blood  honowre  iittd  w] 

])00  J)af  he  holy  churche  shul($  devoure 

Grete  soken  ha))  pia  mellere  onf  of  doute 

WiiJi  whete  and  malt  of  al  J»e  londe  aboute  3988 
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And  namely  )er  was  a  grete  colege 

Men  clepen  )»e  soleie  balle  atte  Canntebrigge 

Ther  was  her  whete  and  eke  her  malt*  ygrounde 

And  on  a  day  ii?  happed  in  a  stotinde  3992 

Sik  lay  fe  manciple  on  a  maladie 

Mon  wenden  wishly  f  af  he  8huld[e]  dye 

ffor  whiche  fe  Millere  stale  bo)»  mele  and  com 

An  hundred  tyme  more  pan  byforfi  3996 

fibr  fer  byfome  he  stale  buf  curteisly 

Bnf  nowe  he  was  a  ])eef  outrageously 

ffor  whi<£  fe  wardeyne  chidde  and  made  fare 

But*  ^rof  sette  pe  Millere  not*  a  tare  4000 

He  craked  booste  and  swore  it  was  nof  soo/ 

fasi  were  pere  yonge  scolers  two 

Thaf  dwelten  in  ])e  halle  of  which  I  seie 

Teestif  pei  were  and  lusty  forto  pleye  4004 

And  only  for  her  merl^  and  reveiye 

Vpon  f  e  wardeyn  bisily  J>ei  crie 

To  3eue  hem  leue  buf  a  litel  stounde 

To  goo  to  meUe  and  se  her  com  y-grounde  4008 

And  hardely  ]>ei  dorsf  lay  her  nekke 

fe  Millere  shulci  nof  stele  hem  half  a  pekke 

Of  com  ne  by  sleighf  ne  by  force  hem  reue 

And  af  ^  lasf  pe  wardeyn  }af  hem  leue  4012 

lohfi  hight*  p&V  oon  an  Aleyn  h^f  yat  opeif 

Of  oon  toune  were  pei  bom  ^af  hight[e]  strothei' 

fferre  in  ^e  nor]>e  I  can  nof  telle  where 

This  Aleyn  makep  redy  al  his  gere  4016 

And  on  an  hors  pe  sak  he  casf  anon . 

ffor))  go^  Aleyn  fe  Clercf  and  also  lohn 

Wip  good  swerde  and  bokelei'  by  her  side 

lolin  knewe  pe  way  hytn  neded  no  gyde  4020 

And  atte  Mille  pe  Sak  a  doune  he  laith  iieaf  sa^  uck] 

Alayn  spake  firsf  alhaiUe  Symonde  in  fai^ 

How  taiep  )d  fare  dou^tere  and  )yi  wiff 

Aleyn  welcome  quod  Symkyn  be  my  liff»  4024 
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And  lohfi  also  how  nowe  what*  do  ^e  here 
By  god  qnod  lohn  Sjmon^  nede  ha])  no  pere 
Hym  byhouej)  serae  hym  self  J)af  haf  no  swayil 
Or  ellis  he  is  a  fool  as  clerkes  sayne  4028 

Our  manciple  I  hope  he  wil  be  dede 
Swa  worchen  hym  ay  )ye  wanges  in  his  hede 
And  l^erfore  is  I  commen  and  eke  Aleyfi 
To  Giynde  our  com  and  earie  hif  hom^  ageyn  40S2 

We  prey  jou  spede  vs  hepen  faf  ^e  may 
If  shal  be  done  quod  Symkyn  be  my  fay 
What*  wil  je  done  while  ]»af  it*  is  in  hande 
By  God  rijf  by  the  hoper  wil  I  stande  4036 

Quod  John  and  see  how  gates  pe  com  gof  Inne 
3if  sagh  I  neuere  be  my  fadere  kynne 
How  ]»at*  pe  hoper  wagge]?  til  and  fraye 
Aleyn  Answer^  lohon  wiltowe  swaye  4040 

fan  wil  I  be  bynef e  by  my  croune 
And  se  howe  gate  the  mele  falles  adotm 
Into  fe  trough  |>at*  shal  be  my  disport* 
Quod  lohiL  in  faath  I  may  bene  of  ^oui'  sorte  4044 

I  is  as  il  a  Miller  as  is  30 
This  Millere  smyled  of  her  nycete 
And  )»ou3t*  al  )»is  is  doii  but*  for  a  wile 
fei  wene  J)at*  no  man  may  hem  bygyle  4048 

But*  by  my  friff  3if  shal  I  blere  her  ye 
ffor  al  pe  slei3t*  in  her  philosophie 
The  more  queynte  Clerkes  )»af  pei  make 
f  e  more  wil  I  stele  whan  I  take  4052 

In  stede  of  floure  3it  wil  I  3eue  hem  bienne 
The  grettesf  clerkes  ben  not*  pe  wisest  men 
As  whilom  to  fe  wolf  ]»us  spake  pe  mare 
Of  alle  her  arte  counte  I  nou3f  a  tare  4056 

Out*  at*  fe  Dore  he  gof  ful  pnuely  \Matvt] 

Whan  faf  he  seghe  his  tyme  softely 
He  Idkep  vp  and  doune  til  he  ha)y  founde 
The  Clerkes  hors  per  as  he  stode  ybounde  4060 
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Behinde  fe  mylle  Tndere  a  leueselle 
And  to  )»e  hois  lie  go])  hym  faire  and  weUe 
He  Btiepe])  of  pe  bridel  rijt*  anon 

And  whan  pe  hors  is  louse  he  gynne])  to  gofi  4064 

Toward  )w  fenne  where  wilde  Mares  renne 
And  for))e-wi)»  ]»0Tgli  ])ikke  and  ])orgli  ]yenne 
This  Mellere  go))  ageyn  no  word  he  seide 
Buf  do))  his  note  and  wi))  ])ise  clerkes  pleide  4068 

Til  ))at»  her  com  was  faiie  and  welle  ygrounde 
And  whan  ))e  mele  is  sakked  and  ybonnde 
This  lohn  go])  onte  and  fondo  her  hois  away 
And  gan  to  crie  harowe  and  walowway  4072 

Our  hors  is  lost*  aleyn  for  goddis  hanes/ 
Steppe  on  fi  fete  come  of  man  /  al  at*  anes 
Alias  our  wardeyn  haj  our  palfiay  lorfl 
This  Aleyn  forgate  ho])  mele  and  corii  4076 

Al  was  out*  of  his  mynde  his  hushondrie 
What*  whilk*  way  is  he  gofi  he  gan  to  crie 
pe  wif  come  lepinge  inward^  at  a  renne 
She  seide  alas  joure  hors  go))  to  ))e  fenne  4080 

Wit£  wilde  mares  as  fast*  as  he  may  goo 
Vn))onke  come  on  his  honde  ))af  bonde  hjm  soo/ 
And  he  ])af  better  shuldF  haue  knette  ))e  reyfi 
Alias  quod  lohfi  Aleyn  for  cristes  peyfi  4084 

Lay  doune  pi  swerde  and  I  wil  myn  alswaa 
I  is  fill  swift  god  wate  as  is  a  Eaa 
By  goddes  hert*  he  shal  not*  scape  vs  bathe 
Whi  ne  had  ))ou  putte  ])e  Capel  in  ))e  lathe  4088 

Dhaile  by  god  Aleyn  ])ou  is  a  fonne 
Thise  sely  clerkes  ban  ful  fast*  yronne 
Touar<$  ye  fenne  bo])en  aleyfi  an  eke  lohfi 
And  whan  ])e  Millei'  segh  ])af  ))ei  were  gofi  4092 

He  half  a  busshel  of  her  floure  ha])  take  [iMf  57»  iMck] 

And  bad  his  wif  go  knede  it*  in  a  cake 
And  seide  I  trowe  ])e  clerkes  weren  a-ferde 
^if  kan  a  Miller  make  a  clerkes  beerde  4096 
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ffor  al  hor  arte  ^it*  lat*  hem  goft  her  way 

Lo  wher  fei  gon  30  laf  J)e  children  play 

They  gete  him  not*  so  lightly  hy  my  croiin 

Thise  sely  clerkes  rennen  yp  and  doun  4100 

With  kepe.  kepe.  stonde.  stonde.  lossa  wardeiere 

Ga  qwistel  30U  I  shal  kepe  hym  here 

But*  ahortely  til  if  was  yerrey  nyjt 

fei  couje  not*  ])Oughe  fei  did  al  her  myjf  4104 

J>eire  Capel  cauche  he  ranne  alway  so  fast* 

Til  in  a  dicche  fei  caught*  him  at  pQ  last* 

"Wery  and  wete  as  beestis  in  f  e  reyne 

CommeJ)  sely  lohfi  and  wijj  hym  commef  aleyfi  4108 

AUas  quod  lohn  ])e  day  paif  I  was  borfi 

Nowe  are  we  dryuen  til  hej>ing*  and  to  scoifi 

Our  com  is  stolle  men  wil  ys  foles  calle 

Bo])  fe  wardeyn  and  our  felawes  alle  4112 

And  namely  pQ  Mellei'  weylawaye 

pna  pleyne])  lohn  as  he  go])  by  pQ  waye 

Toward  the  Melle  and  baiard  in  his  honde 

The  Millere  sitting*  by  pQ  fire  he  fonde  4116 

ffor  it*  was  nyght*  and  feT])er  myghf  he  noujf 

But*  for  pe  loue  of  god  ]:ei  hym  bisou^f 

Of  harboroYsre  and  of  ease  as  for  her  penye 

pb  Millere  seide  a^ein  if  pet  be  enye  4120 

Such  as  it*  is  ^ete  shal  je  haue  joure  parte 

Myn  hous  is  streite  but*  ^e  han  lemed  arte 

^  can  by  aigumente  make  a  place 

A  myle  brode  of  xx**  fete  of  space  4124 

Lat*  se  nowe  if  pia  place  may  suffise 

Or  make  it  rowmer  wi])  speche  as  is  ^our  gise 

Now  Symond  seide  piB  lohn  be  seynf  Cutberd 

Ay  is  poll  mery .  and  ))at  is  faire  answerde  4128 

I  haue  herde  seye  men  shal  taken  of  two  ^inggea       [ie«f  m 

Such  as  he  fint*  or  take  such  as  he  bringes 

But  specialy  I  prey  fee  hooste  dere 

Gete  ys  some  mete  and  drink  and  make  ys  chere  4132 
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And  we  wil  paien  trewly  atte  fuUe 

Wip  empty  hondes  men  may  not*  haukes  tulle 

Lo  here  our  siluer  redy  forto  spende 

This  Mellere  to  pe  toune  his  doubter  sende  4 130 

ffor  Ale  and  brede  and  rosted  hem  a  gooe 

And  bonde  her  hors  for  he  shuld  no  more  go  loos 

And  in  his  owne  chambre  he  made  a  bedde 

Wij)  shetes  and  wi])  chalons  faire  yspredde  4140 

Noujf  from  his  owne  bedde  .x.  fete  or  xij. 

His  doughter  had  a  bed  al  by  hii^  selue 

Ei^t  in  pe  same  chambre  by  and  by 

It  myghte  be  no  bette  and  cause  why  4144 

per  was  no  rommer  herborowe  in  pe  place 

J^i  soupen  and  ])ei  speken  hem  to  solace 

And  diynken  euere  stronge  ale  atte  beste 

About*  mydnyjf  went*  )»i  to  reste  4148 

Wei  ha|>  piB  MeUeie  vemyssed  his  hede 

fful  pale  he  was  for-dronken  and  not*  rede 

He  ^eske])  and  he  speke))  ]»orgh  pQ  nose 

As  he  ware  in  pe  quakke  or  on  pe  pose  4152 

To  bedde  he  goo))  and  m.p  hym  go]»  his  wif 

As  eny  laye  he  lighf  was  and  lolif 

So  was  her  loly  whistel  wel  ywette 

pe  Cradel  af  her  beddis  fete  is  ysette  4156 

To  Rokken  and  to  jeue  pe  child  to  souke 

And  whan  p&if  dronken  was  al  in  ))e  crouke 

To  bedde  went<  pe  doughter  ri3t*  anon 

To  bedde  go))  Aleyn  and  also  lohn  4160 

^r  nas  no  more  hem  neded  no  dwale 

This  Mellere  ha))  so  wisly  bebbed  ale 

pB,V  as  an  hors  he  snorte])  in  his  slope 

Ne  of  his  tale  behynde  he  toke  no  kepe  4164 

His  wif  bare  him  a  Burdon  a  ful  stronge  Cicaf  58«  back] 

Men  myghf  here  pe  routing*  peixs  a  forlonge 

The  wenche  route))  eek  par  companye 

Aleyn  pe  Clerk  ))af  here}  ph  melodye  4168 
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He  pouked  on  lohfi  and  seide  slepestowe 

Herde  )»ou  euere  sclike  a  sang*  or  nowe 

Lo  sclike  a  conplinge  is  ytwix  hem  aUe 

A  wilde  file  on  her  bodies  falle  41 72 

Who  herkened  eueie  sclike  a  ferly  J^inge 

3e  ^ei  shal  haue  ))e  floure  of  euel  endinge 

This  langfi  nj^i?  J)er  tydes  men  no  reste 

But*  jif  na  fors  al  shal  be  for  pe  beste  4176 

ffor  lohfi  seide  he  as  euere  mote  I  frive 

If  J>af  I  may  ^on  wenche  fan  wil  I  swyve 

Some  esemenf  haf  lawe  shapen  vs 

ffor  lohn  per  is  a  lawe  ))af  sei])  ))U8  4180 

That*  if  a  man  in  oon  point*  be  agreued 

That*  in  anoj^er  he  shal  be  releaed 

Our  corn  is  stollen  sojly  it*  is  no  nay 

And  we  han  had  an  euel  fit  to  day  4184 

And  syn  I  shal  haue  no  amendement^ 

Ageyn  my  losse  I  wil  haue  esemenf 

By  goddes  saule  it*  sal  na  no])er  be 

fiB  lohn  answerde  Aleyn  avise  f&  4188 

The  Mellere  is  a  perilous  man  he  seide 

And  if  paif  he  out*  of  his  sclepe  abreide 

He  myght6  don  vs  bo])  a  vylenye 

Aleyn  answeid  I  counte  hym  not*  a  flye  4192 

And  yp  he  nsf  and  by  fe  wenche  he  crepte 

This  wenche  lay  ypri3f  and  faste  sclepte 

Til  he  so  nygh  was  er  she  my^te  spie 

fat*  it*  had  bene  to  late  forto  crie  4196 

And  shortely  for  to  seie  f  ei  were  at*  ofl 

Nowe  pleye  Alayn  for  I  wil  speke  of  lohn 

This  lohfi  lith  stille  a  forlonge  way  or  two 

And  to  hym  self  he  makef  wamenting*  arid  woo  4200 

Alias  quod  he  f  is  is  a  wikke  Tape  [leaf  so] 

Now  may  I  seie  fat*  I  is  but*  an  ape 

3it*  haf  my  felawe  somwhat*  for  his  harme 

He  haf  f  e  mellers  doubter  in  his  arme  4204 
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He  Aantre)»  hym  and  ha])  his  nedes  spedde 

And  I  ly  as  a  draf  sak  in  mj  bedde 

And  whan  pia  lape  is  tolde  «no\>er  day 

I  shal  be  holde  a  daff  a  cokenay  4208 

I  wil  arise  and  aunter  be  my  fatiL 

Ynhaidy  is  vnsely  ])ns  men  sath 

And  vp  he  roos  and  softely  he  went* 

Ynto  fe  Ciadel  and  in  his  arme  hif  henf  4212 

And  bare  it*  soff  yntil  his  beddes  fete 

Sone  aftere  fe  wif  her  rowting*  lete 

And  gan  to  wake  and  went*  her  out*  to  pisse 

And  come  agein  and  gan  her  cradel  mysse  4216 

And  groped  here  and  p&te  bat*  she  foond  noon/ 

Alias  qnod  she  I  had  almost*  mysgofi 

I  had  almost*  go  to  )>e  derkes  bedde 

Ey  ben^cite  )»an  had  I  fonle  yspedde  4220 

And  ioTp  she  go])  til  she  ])e  cradel  foude 

She  grope))  alway  forper  wip  her  honde 

And  fond  fe  bed  and  fon^if  nou3t*  but*  of  good 

By  cause  ))at*  ye  cradel  by  it*  stode  4224 

And  nyste  wher  she  was  for  if  was  derk 

But  faiie  and  wel  she  crepte  in  to  ])e  clerk* 

And  lith  ftd  stille  and  wolde  hane  kaujt*  a  slepe     • 

Wi])-In  a  while  })is  lohfl  fe  clerk*  vp  lepe  4228 

And  on  pia  good[e]  wif  hee  lei))  ful  sore 

So  mery  a  fitte  ne  had  she  not*  fnl  jore 

And  prike))  haid^  and  depe  as  he  ware*  madde  D pmsj 

piB  loly  lif*  han  ])ise  two  clerkes  ladde  4232 

To  ))at*  ])e  iij.  coke  bygan  to  singe 

Aleyn  wexe  wery.  in  f  e  daw[e]nyng6 

ffor  he  had  swonken  al  pe  longe  ny^f 

And  seide  fare  wel  malyn)  sweete  wi^t*  4236 

The  day  is  come  I  may  no  longer  byde  P^af  w,  iwck] 

But*  enermo  where  so  I  go  or  ride 

I  am  ])ine  owne  clerk  so  hane  I  sele 

Kow  dere  lenunan  quod  she  go  fare  wele  4240 
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But*  er  ])ou  goo.  on  ]>mge  I  wil  pe  telle 

Whliaii  |)af  )jow  wendest*  homwardf  by  f*  melle 

Right*  af  pe  entre  of  fe  door  be-binde 

Thow  slialt*  a  Cake  of  half  a  busshel  fynde  4244 

That*  waa  ymaked  of  \>me  owne  mele 

Whicfi  fat*  I  helpe  my  She  forto  stele 

And  good  lenunan  god  pe  sane  and  kepe 

And  wip  fat*  word  almost*  she  gan  to  wepe  4248 

Aleyn  vpriet*  and  f ou^t*  er  fat*  if  dawe 

I  wol  go  crepen  in  by  my  felawe 

And  fonde  fe  ciadel  wif  his  honde  anofi 

By  god  fought*  he  alwrong  /  I  hane  my^oii  4252 

Myn  hede  is  toty  of  my  swynk  to  nyght 

]?at*  makef  me  fat*  I  go  not*  aright* 

I  wote  wele  by  f  e  cradel  I  haue  mysgo 

Here  lit&  f  e  mellei*  and  his  wif  also  4256 

And  forf  he  gof  on  twenty  delway 

Vnto  f  e  bedde  f er  as  fe  mellei^  lay 

He  wende  hane  cropen  by  his  felawe  lohn 

And  by  f  e  Mellei'  in  he  crept*  anofi  4260 

And  kaught*  him  by  f e  nek  and  soft  he  spake 

And  seide  f  ou  John  f  ou  swyneshede  awake 

Of  Cnstes  saule  and  here  a  noble  game 

ffor  by  fat*  lord  fat*  called  is  seint*  lame  4264 

As  I  haue  fries  in  fis  shorts  ny^t* 

Swyved  f  e  Mellers  donjtei*  bolt*  vpri^t 

Whilst*  f  ow  hast*  as  a  Cowarci  befi  agast* 

Te  fals  harlot*  quod  fe  Mellere  hast*  4268 

A  fals  traitour.  fals  clerk  quod  he 

]>ow  shalt*  be  dede  by  goddes  dignyte 

Who  durst6  be  so  bolde  to  disparage 

My  doujter  fat*  is  come  of  swich  lynage  4272 

And  by  f  e  frote  bolle  he  kaujt*  aleyfi  [leaf  eo] 

And  he  him  hent*  dispitously  ageyfi 

And  on  f  e  nose  he  smote  hym  with  his  fist< 

Doune  ranne  fe  blody  stremo  vpon  his  biist*  4276 
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And  in  )>e  floor  wip  nose  and  mou]?  to-broke 
pel  walowen  as  don  two  pigges  in  a  poke 
And  yp  fei  goon  and  doune  anoft 
Till  ^t*  ])e  Mellere  spumed  at  a  stofl 
And  downe  lie  felle  bakwardf  ypon  his  wiif 
)»af  wisf  no  ]ninge  of  pia  njce  striff 
ffor  she  was  falle  a  slepe  a  litel  wijf 
Wi]»  lohfi  ])e  clerk  )«t*  waked  had  al  nyjt* 
And  wip  pe  fSedle  out*  of  her  slepe  she  braide 
Help  holy  crosse  of  bromholm  she  saide 
In  manns  toas  lorde  to  ^  I  calle 
Awake  SymondF  pe  feend  is  on  me  fSalle 
Myn  hert*  Ib  broken  help  I  ne  am  but*  dede 
pesre  litli  vpon  my  wombe  and  on  myn  hede 
Helpe  Symkyn  for  piae  fals  clerkes  fijf 
This  lohn  sterf  vp  as  fast*  as  euare  he  my^t* 
And  grasped  by  pe  waUes  to  and  £ro 
To  fynden  a  staf  and  she  sterf  yp  also 
And  knewe  pe  Eisters  bet*  pan  did  Io!in 
And  by  pe  walle  she  fonde  a  staf  anon 
And  segli  a  litel  shymering*  of  a  li^f 
ffor  af  an  hole  in  shone  pe  mone  brijt* 
And  by  ])af  li}f  she  segli  hem  bo])[e]  two 
Bnf  sikerly  she  nysta  who  was  who 
Bnf  as  she  seegh  a  white  J^inge  in  her  eye 
And  whan  she  gan  pia  white  J)ing*  aspie 
She  wende  pe  Clerk  had  wered  a  volipere 
And  wi|>  pe  staf*  she  drongli  ay  uer  and  nera 
And  wende  ban  hitte  pia  Aleyn  atte  fulle 
And  smote  pe  Mylere  on  pe  pyled  skuUe 
paif  doun  he  goth  and  cried  harowe  i  dye 
Thise  Clerkes  bette  hym  wel  and  lete  hjm  lye 
And  Greie])  hem  and  toke  her  hors  anofi 
And  eke  her/  mele  and  on  her  way  )yei  g5n 
And  at*  the  Melle  jit*  )>ei  toke  her  Cake 
Of  half  a  busshel  flonre  f  ul  wel  ybake 
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Thus  is  pe  proude  Melleie  wel  ybete 

And  liath  ylost*  pe  grynding*  of  pe  whete 

And  paide  for  pe  soper  euerj  dett 

Of  aleyn  and  of  lohfi  Jat*  bette  hjm  wett  43 10 

His  wiff  is  swyned  and  his  dou3tere  als 

Lo  such  itfi  is  a  Millei'  to  be  fals 

And  ])eTfor  p'la  piouerbe  is  seide  fiQ  soth 

Hym  ther  not*  wene  wele  J)af  euel  dotfi  4320 

A  Gilour  shai  hym  self  begiled  be 

And  god  ]yat*  Bitteip  hegH  in  mageste 

Sane  al  pe  company  grete  and  smale 

Thus  haue  I  qaytte  pe  Mellei'  in  my  tale  4324 

IF  Thus  Endeih  pe  Beues  Tale 

[No  break  in  the  MS.] 
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And  here  byg^ynne)}  >e  Cokes  tale 

fThe  Coke  of  londofi  while  pe  Reue  spak  «f  The  Prolog* 

■*•  ffor  loye  him  Jwujt*  he  clawed  hjm  on  J>e  bak* 

Ha.  ha.  quod  he  for  cristes  passiofi 

This  Millere  haj)  a  sharpe  conclnsiofi  4328 

Vpon  his  argument*  of  harbigage 

Wei  seide  Salomon  in  his  langage 

Ke  bringe  nof  eueiy  man  into  pme  hous 

ffor  herbowringe  by  nyght*  is  perilous  4332 

Wei  ou^t*  a  man  avised  forto  be 

Whoom  ]>af  he  bron^f  into  his  piy  vete 

I  prey  to  god  so  jeue  me  sorowe  and  care 

K  euer  si^n  I  highf  hogge  of  ware  4336 

Herd  I  Meller  better  ysette  a  werke 

He  had  a  lape  of  malice  in  pe  derke 

And  fedoT  if  je  vouche  sauf  to  here  4340 

But*  god  forbede  ]yaf  we  stynf  heere  4339 

A  tale  of  me  ]yaf  am  a  poor  man 

I  wil  )oa  telle  as  wel  as  euer  I  can 

A  Htel  lape  J^af  felle  in  our  Cite  [leaf  ei] 

Our  hooste  answerd  and  seide  I  grounte  if  pQ  4344 

Kow  telle  on  Bogger  and  loke  ]yaf  if  be  good 

ffor  mony  a  paast  hasf  pou  laten  blood 

And  mony  a  lak  of  Doner  hasf  pon  soldf 

J»f  ha]>  be  twies  hoote  and  twies  cold  4348 

Of  mony  a  pilgryme  hasf  pon  cn'stes  curs 

ffor  of  pi  Persely  3if  fare  f  ei  pe  wors 

)Mkf  ))ei  han  eten  vrip  )>i  stobel  goos 

ffor  in  )>i  shoppe  is  mony  a  flee  loos  4352 

Now  telle  on  gentil  Bogger  by  f  i  name 

Bnf  3if  I  prei  pe  be  nof  wrof  for  game 

A  man  may  say  ful  so)>  in  game  and  play 

pGW  seist  fill  Bop  quod  Bogg^  be  my  fay  4356 
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But*  so])  play  qnade  play  as  fe  flemmyng*  oaif 
And  ferfore  heniy  balyf  by  fi  feif 
Be  fow  nof  wrof  er  we  deparfcen  here 
)>oughe  ])at*  my  tale  be  of  an  ostylere  4360 

But*  na])elees  I  wil  nof  tellen  if  ;if 
But"  er  we  part"  I-wis  J>ou  shalf  be  quyf 
And  ]»erwi]»  al  [he]  lough  and  made  chere 
And  saide  his  tale  as  )e  shal  after  here  4364 

\>TM  ende})  pe  prologe  of  >e  ookes  tale 
[No  break  in  the  M8.] 
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And  hare  byg^ynne^  fe  Cokes  tale  <f  TiMOokMT»i«. 

AFientis  whilom  dwelled  in  oui'  Cite 
And  of  a  craft*  of  vitalera  was  he 
Grailard  he  was  as  gold-fync&  in  ^  shawe 

Broun  as  ye  bery.  a  propre  short  felawe  43t>d 

Wi|)  lockes  blake  ykempt*  ful  fetisly 

Daunce  he  cou]»e  so  wel  and  lolily 

pB,i^  he  was  cleped  Perkyn  reveiloui' 

He  was  as  fill  of  lone  and  paramour  4372 

As  is  ^  hyve  ful  of  hony  swete 

Wel  was  pe  wenche  wi])  him  my^f  mete 

And  enery  Bridale  wold  he  sing*  and  hoppe 

He  loned  bette  pe  Tauem  ]yan  fe  shoppe  4376 

ffor  whan  per  eny  hdynge  was  in  chepe  ciesf  ai.  i»ek] 

Ouf  of  ye  Shoppe  yideie  wold  he  lepe 

Til  )>at*  he  had  al  ^  sijt*  yseyii 

And  dannsed  wel  wold  he  not^  come  ageyfL  4380 

And  gadei'  hym  a  mayne  of  his  sort* 

To  hoppe  and  synge  and  make  snctL  disport* 

And  yet  yei  setten  steuen  forto  mete 

To  pleyn  at*  ^  dis  in  such  a  strete  4384 

ffor  in  ye  toune  nas  ^er  no  prentys 

yaif  fairrer  cou^e  cast*  a  peire  of  dys 

]mn  perkyn  cou^  and  yerto  he  was  fi:ee 

Of  his  dispence  in  place  of  pryyete  4388 

That*  fonde  his  maister  wel  in  his  chaffare 

ffor  oft*  tymes  he  fonde  his  hoxe  ful  hare 

ffor  sikerly  a  prentise  Reveiloui' 

p&if  hauntejy  dis  ryof  and  paramoui'  4  392 

His  maistei*  shulde  in  his  shop  abye 

Al  haue  he  not*  part*  of  ye  mynstralcie 

ffor  yeft  and  riof  yei  ben  conuertible 

Al  conne  ho  pley  on  gitem  or  rubible  4396 
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Eeiiel  and  trouj^e  as  in  a  loug&  degre 

])ei  ben  M  wro])  alday  as  men  may  see 

pia  loly  Prentis  wi])  his  maister  bode 

Til  he  were  nyg!i  out*  of  his  prentisehode  4400 

Al  were  he  snybbed  orly  or  late 

And  somtyme  ladde  wi]>  revel  to  Newgate 

But*  atte  last*  his  maister  hym  by]K)U}te 

Ypon  a  day  whan  he  his  paper  sou^te  4404 

Of  a  prouercl  ]»at*  sei]>  )»is  same  word 

Wei  bette  is  roten  appel  out*  of  horde 

fan  ^af  it  rote  al  ^e  remenat^nte 

So  fare])  if  by  a  ryotous  sdruat^nte  4408 

It  is  moche  lasse  harme  to  laf  hym  passe 

^an  he  sheed  alle  pe  seruauntes  ill  pQ  place 

Therfor  his  maister  jane  hym  a  quytat^nce 

And  bad  hym  goo  vnp  sorowe  and  meschaonce  4412 

And  fua  pia  prentise  had  his  leue .  [iMif  ei] 

l^ow  laf  him  riof  al  J»e  nyjf  or  leue 

And  for  fer  is  no  Jeef  wif -ouf  a  louke 

])af  helpejy  hym  to  waasten  or  to  souke  4416 

Of  ]»af  he  bribe  can  or  borowe  may 

Anon  he  senf  his  bedde  and  his  aray 

Vnto  a  conper  of  his  owne  sorf 

faf  loued  dys  [and]  reuel  and  disporf  4420 

And  had  a  wif  ]»af  helde  for  countenaunce 

A  Shop  and  swyued  for  her  sustenawnce 

[No  break  in  the  MS.] 


PETWORTH    128 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


APPENDIX  10  GROUP  A.    GAKELTN.    PotWOrth  MS. 


APPENDIX  TO  GROUP  A. 


[THE  SPURIOUS  TAJLE  OP  GAMELYN.] 

[Spurious  IdnkJ] 

But*  here-of  I  wil  pas  as  nowe 

And  of  jonge  Gamelyn  I  wil  telle  ^ou.  2 


L 


[Tale.] 

ijyes  and  listne]»  and  harkne])  arzijt  ^^a^^hlT^'* 

And  je  shul  here  qf  a  doughty  kny^f 
8i^  lohfi  of  boundes  was  his  name 

He  coude  of  Korture  and  of  mochel  game  4 

Thie  sones  )>e  knyghf  had  and  ynp  his  body  he  wan 
The  eldest*  was  a  moche  schiewe  and  sone  bygan 
His  hTefet  loued  wel  her  fadei'  and  of  him  were  agast 
\)e  eldest*  deserued  his  faders  cms  and  ha($  it  atte  last*      8 
pQ  good  knyght*  his  feuieie  lyued  so  yore 
))at*  de])  was  commen  to  hym  .  and  handled  hym  fal  sore 
))e  Good  knyghf  cared  sore  .  sik  fer  he  lay 
How  his  children  shidd  lyuen  after  his  day  12 

He  had  ben  wide  where .  but*  non  husbonde  he  was 
Al  fe  londe  )»af  he  had  it*  was  purchas/ 
ffayn  he  wold  it*  were  dressed  among*  hem  sMe 
That*  eche  of  hem  had  his  parte  as  it  my^t*  falle  16 

^00  sente  he  in  to  contrey  after  wise  kny^tes 
To  helpen  delen  his  londes  i  and  dressen  hem  to  ri^tes 
He  sent*  hem  worcl  by  letters  5  pel  shid  hie  blyve 
Yf  y^  wolk*  speke  wij  hym  J  whilst*  he  was  a  lyve-       20 

PKTWOBTH   120 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


APPENDIX  TO  GROUP  A.    OAMELTN.    PotWOrth  MS. 

Whan  pe  kny^tes  harden  sik  )>at*  he  lay 

Had  pei  no  rest*  neijrei' :  ny^f  ne  day 

Til  pei  come  to  hym  i  per  he  lay  stille 

On  his  depes  bedde/  to  abide  goddys  wille  24 

Than  seide  pe  good  knyghf  seke  ^er  he  lay  ne^M,iMU!k) 

Lordes  I  30U  wame  for  8oJ>  wijK)uf  nay 

I  may  no  lenger  lyuen  here  in  J^is  stounde 

for  ]K)rgh  goddis  wille  i  dep  dronep  me  to  grounde  28 

^er  nas  noon  of  hem  alle  i  )»at<  herd  hym  ari^f 

^t*  )»6i  ne  had  routh  f  of  ])at*  ilke  knyjf 

And  seide  sii'  for  goddes  loue  f  dismay  30U  nou^t* 

God  may  dofl  hoote  of  balef  fat  is  now  ywroujf  32 

pan  speke  J>e  good  kny^t*  f  sik^  per  he  lay 

Boote  of  bale  god  may  sende  i  I  wote  it*  is  no  nay 

Bnf  I  bisecche  30"  kny^tes  for  pe  loue  of  me 

Go)»  and  dressej^  my  londes  i  among*  my  sones  pre  36 

And  for  pe  loue  of  god  dele)»  not*  amys 

And  forgete))  not*  Gamelyne  i  my  jong*  sonne  pat  is/ 

Take])  hede  to  ]>af  oon  as  wel  as  to  pat  opere 

Seelde  30  seen  eny  hier .  helpen  his  broj^dre  40 

)k>o  lete  p^  pe  knyghf  lyen  f  ]»at*  was  not*  in  hele 

And  wenten  into  coansett  his  londes  forto  dele 

Forto  delen  hem  alle  to  oflf  fat*  was  her  ]>oi^f 

And  for  Gamelyii  was  jongesf  he  shuld  haue  nou^t*        44 

Att  pe  londe  ]»af  pev  was  5  ^i  dalten  if  in  two 

And  lete  Gramelyne  pe  ^onge  i  wtt^uf  londe  goo 

And  eche  of  hem  seide  to  other  ful  loude 

His  bre)>eren  myjf  jeue  him  londe  whan  he  good  cowde  48 

And  whan  )>ei  had  deled  pe  londe  at*  her  wille 

]>ei  commen  to  pe  knyghf .  jyer  he  lay  stille 

And  tolde  him  anoon  f  how  ])ei  had  wrou^f 

And  pe  knyght*  ]>ere  he  Laye  liked  if  ri^t  nou^f  52 

IT  Than  seide  pe  kny^f  f  be  seinf  MJartyne 

For  al  ]»af  je  han  donef  ^it  is  the  londe  myne 

ITor  goddis  loue  neighbours .  stondejr  alle  stille 

And  I  wil  delen  my  londe  1  after  myn  owne  wille  5G 
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lohfi  myne  eldest*  sone  5  slial  bane  plowes  fyve 

f&if  was  my  fadeis  heritage  f  wban  he  was  alyye 

And  my  myddelest*  sone  .y.  plowes  of  londe 

j>af  I  halpe  forto  gete  wzt^  my  ri3t*  honde  60 

And  al  myn  opffre  purchace  of  londes  and  ledes  Omses] 

)>at*  I  biqne])e  Gamelyli .  and  al  my  good  stedes 

And  I  biseche  ^ou  good  men  )>af  lawe  corzne  of  londe 

For  Gamelynes  lone  f  fat*  my  qnesfr  stonde  64 

Thus  dalt*  ]»e  kny^t* .  his  londe  by  his  day 

Bi^t*  on  his  dep  bed  sik  ]»er  he  lay 

And  sone  afterward  he  lay  stoon  stille 

And  deide  whan  tyme  comef  as  it*  was  cn^tes  will6         68 

Anoon  as  he  was  dede  and  Tnder  gras  grane 

Bone  y  elder  bro])er  5  giled  fe  ^onge  knane 

He  toke  into  his  honde  his  londe  and  his  lede 

And  Gamelyne  him  selnen  to  clo])e  and  to  fede  72 

He  clo]»ed  him  and  fedde  him/  eueH'  and  eke  wrothe 

And  lete  his  londes  forfare  f  and  his  houses  bo])e 

His  Parkes  and  his  wodes  f  and  did  no  f  ing*  welle 

And  sij^en  he  if  aboujf  on  his  owne  felle  7G 

So  longe  was  Cramelyne  in  his  broj^ers  halle 

ffor  pe  strengest*  of  good  witt  pei  douted  hym  alle 

))6r  was  noon  ]»er-Inne  nei]»er  jonge  ne  olde 

Jjat"  wold  wpethfi  Gamelyfl.  were  he  neuer  so  bolde  80 

Gamelyne  stood  on  a  day  f  in  his  broj^eres  ^erde 

And  byganne  wif  his  bond/  to  handel  his  beide 

He  ^U3t*  on  his  landes  ])at  lay  vnsowe 

And  his  fare  okes  )Mkf  doone  were  ydrawe  84 

His  Parkes  were  broken/  and  his  deer  reued 

Of  alle  his  good  stedes/  noon  was  hym  byleued 

His  boos  were  ynhiUed/  and  ful  euett  di^f 

Tho  povifi  Gamelyne/  if  wenf  nof  arijf  88 

IT  Afterward  come  his  bro])er  walking*  Jiare 

And  seide  to  Gamelyfi.  is  our  mete  jare 

Tho  wraihed  him  Gamelyfl/  and  swore  by  goddys  boke 

))ow  ahalf  go  bake  fi  self/  I  wil  nof  be  fi  coke  92 
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What*  brof  er  Gamelyne  howe  anflwerst  pon  nowe 

foil  spekesf  neuere  suciL  a  wor(}  as  poa  dost  nowe 

By  fei)>e  seide  Gamelyti  f  now  me  pQukep  nede 

Of  al  pe  hannes  ]yaf  I  baue  f  I  toke  nenere  3if  hede .       96 

My  parkes  bene  broken  f  and  my  dere  reued         Deaf  en,  buk] 

Of  myn  armes  ne  my  stedes  i  non^f  is  byleued 

AH  ])af  my  fadei'  me  byqiia)>e  f  al  gop  to  shame 

And  J>erfor  baue  pou.  goddes  curs  f  brofere  be  J>i  name    100 

J^an  spake  bis  broj^er  p&if  rape  was  and  rees 

Stond  stille  Gadlynge  and  bolde  pi  pees 

Thou  sbalt*  be  fayn  to  baue  f  ]»i  mete  and  )}i  wede 

What*  spekest*  J^ow  gadeling^.  of  londe  or  of  lede  104 

Than  seide  GamelyfL  f  pe  child  so  ^ing* 

Cristes  curs  mote  he  hauef  )»af  me  clepeth  Gadelinge 

I  am  no  wors  Gadeling*  f  ne  no  wors  wi3f 

But*  bom  of  a  lady  and  gete  of  a  kny^f  108 

Ne  dorsf  he  not*  to  Gamelyfl  neuere  a  foot*  goo 

But*  cleped  to  hym  his  men  f  and  seide  to  hem  ^oo/ 

Go);  and  betejy  |)i8  boye  and  reue|)  hym  his  witte 

And  laf  him  leme  ano])er  tyme  f  to  answei'  me  bette     112 

Than  seide  pe  Child  jonge  Gamelyfi 

Cristes  curs  mote  J>ou  baue  t  brofer  art  pon  myfl 

And  if  I  shal  algates  be  beten  anon 

Cristes  curs  mote  pon  hauef  but  pon  be  pai?  on  116 

And  anon  his  brojrer  in  p&if  grete  bete 

Made  his  men  to  fette  staues  Gamelyn  to  bete 

Whan  euery  of  hem  had  a  staf  ynommen 

Gamelyn  was  werre .  whan  he  segh  hem  commen  1 20 

Whan  Gamelyne  segh  hem  commen.  he  loked  ouer  alt 

And  was  ware  of  a  pestel  f  stode  vnder  pe  watt 

Gramelyn  was  li3f  and  pidei^  gan  he  lepe 

And  droof  alle  his  broferes  men  rijfr  sone  on  an  hepe   124 

And  loked  as  a  wilde  lyon.  and  leide  on  good  wonc 

And  whan  his  bro|)er  segh  ]»af  i  he  byganne  to  gofi 

He  fley  vp  into  a  loft*  f  and  shette  fe  door  fast* 

pxiB  Gamelyn  vrip  his  pestel.  made  hem  al  a-gast*  128 

PKTWOBTH   132 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


AFPBNDIX  TO  QROUP  A.    OAMBLTM.     PetWOrth  MS. 

Some  for  GamelynB  loue.  and  some  for  eye 

Alle  )»ei  drouglien  liem  to  halues  whan  he  gaii  to  pleye 

IT  What*  nowe  seide  Gamelyfl  f  euel  mote  ^e  the 

Wil  36  bjgynne  contecte  f  and  so  sone  flee  132 

Gamelyfi  sou^f  his  broker  i  whidei*  he  was  flowe         cicaf  C4j 

And  seghe  where  he  loked  ouf  a  wyndowe 

Jkopere  seide  Gamelyfi.  come  a  litel  nere 

And  I  wil  teche  fe  a  play  at  ])e  bokelere  136 

llis  hropere  him  ansaerde.  aTid  seide  by  seinf  Richere 

fQ  while  paV  pestel  is  in  ]>ine  honde .  I  wil  come  no  nere 

])roJ)er  I  wil  make  pi  pees  f  I  swer  by  cn'stes  oore 

iiSasf  away  pe  pestel.  and  wre^e  fe  no  more  140 

y  most*  nede  seide  Gamelyn  wre)y  me  at*  onys 

ifor  ^u  wold  make  fi  men.  to  breke  my  bonys 

Ne  had  I  hadde  mayfi  and  myjt*  in  myn  armes 

To  ban  hem  fro  me .  ]»ei  wold  haue  dofi  me  harmes        144 

Gamelyn  seide  his  bro]yer  be  pou  not*  wroth 

Forto  sene  pe  ban  hanne.  me  were  ri3f  loth 

I  ne  did  it*  not*  broj^r  but*  for  a  fondinge 

ifor  to  loken  wher  ^u  art*  stronge  and  art*  so  ^enge       148 

Come  a  doune  ]yan  to  me  and  grannf  me  my  bone 

Of  oon  ]»ing*  I  wil  pe  axe  and  we  shal  saujf  sone 

Donne  pan  come  his  bro)»er  p&if  fikel  was  and  fello 

And  was  swi]»  soie  a-feerd  of  pe  pestelle  152 

He  seide  bro^r  Gamelyn  axe  me  J^i  bone 

And  loke  ^u  me  blame  but*  I  it*  graunte  sone 

))an  seide  Gamelyn  hvoper  I-wys 

And  we  shol  be  at*  ofi.  p(m  most  graunte  me  this  156 

Afl:  J»f  my  fader  me  by-quaf .  whilst*  he  was  alyue 

)>ow  most*  do  me  it*  haue.  if  we  shol  not*  strive 

|>af  shalt*  povL  haue  Gamelyn  I  swere  bi  crtstes  oore. 

Al  paAf  J)i  jEsidere  J^e  by-qua)>e.  {rough  poM  wold  haue  more 

Thy  londe  ^af  lith  ley.  wel  it*  shal  be  sawe  161 

And  ]}ine  houses  reised  vp  ]»af  bene  leide  ful  lawe 

Thus  seide  pe  knyght .  to  gamelyn  wi)>  mou)>e 

And  Jyou^t  on  falsnes  as  he  wel  cou))e  164 
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fe  kii73t*  povL^if  on  tresofi.  and  gamelyn  anofi 

And  wente  and  kissed  his  htoper  and  whan  fei  were  at  oil 

Alas  yonge  Gamelyn  no  ]iing*  he  ne  wist 

Wi))  sucfi  Ms  tresofi .  his  bro]»er  him  kisf  168 

Ly))eneth  and  listene])  and  holde]y  ^our  tonge       Oms  m,  back] 

And  )Q  shul  here  talking*  of  Gamelyn  pe  3onge 

IT  Ther  was  p&re  bisiden  cride  a  wrastelinge 

And  ))erfore  per  was  sette  a  lamme  and  a  ringe  172 

And  Gamelyn  was  in  wille  to  wende  pertoj 

fforto  preuen  his  myjf  what*  he  coude  doo 

Bro])ere  seide  Gamelyn  by  seinf  Eicheie 

)>ow  most*  lene  me  to  ny^f  a  litel  courseie  176 

Thaf  is  fresshe  &o  pe  spoie  on  for  to  ride 

I  mosf  on  an  erand  a  litel  here  beside 

By  god  seide  his  bio]>er/  of  stedes  in  my  stalle 

Goo  and  chese  pe  the  best*  spare  nofi  of  hem  alle  180 

Of  stedes  and  of  coursers  ])at*  stoden  hem  byside 

And  telle  me  good  bro])er  whider  fon  wilt  ride 

Here  beside  bro))er  is  cried  a  wrastelinge 

And  ]yerfore  shal  be  sette  a  ram  afid  a  ringe  184 

Moche  worchip  it  were  broj^ere  to  vs  alle 

Might*  I  pe  ram  and  fe  ring*  bring*  home  to  pia  halle 

A  stede  ther  was  sadeled  smertly  an  skete 

Gamelyn  did  a  peire  spores  fast*  on  his  fete  188 

He  sette  his  foote  in  pQ  stirop  pe  stede  he  bistrode 

And  towardes  pe  wrasteling*  pe  yong*  childe  rode 

IT  Whan  Gemelyn  f  e  jonge  was  riden  out*  atte  gat« 

fe  fals  knyjf  his  broker  loked  if  aftei»  fate  192 

And  bysoujt*  Ihe^u  cmt*  Jwit*  is  heuene  kinge 

He  myghf  breke  lus  necke  in  pe  wrestelinge 

As  sone  as  Gramelyn  come  per  pe  place  was 

He  light*  doiine  of  his  stede  and  stood  on  pe  gras  1 96 

And  pel  he  herde  a  feankeleyn  weiloway  singe 

And  by-gonne  bitterly  his  hondes  for  to  wringe 

Good  man  seide  Gamelyn  5  whi  mast  jmn  ]»is  fiBue 

Is  per  no  man  p&if  may.  )oa  helpen  out*  of  care  200 
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Alias  seide  fHa  frankeleyii  ^at*  enere  was  I  bore 

ffor  twey  stalwor])  sones  f  I  wene  J>af  I  haiie  lore 

A  champion  is  in  fe  place,  faif  ha])  wroii^f  me  sorowe 

ffor  he  haf  sclayn  my  two  sones.  but*  jif  god  heTW  borowe 

I  wil  jene  x.  11.  by  Ihe^u  cnst  and  more  [leaf  65] 

TVi]>  })e  nones  I  fonde  a  man  wold  handel  hym  sore 

Good  man  seide  Gamelyn  wilf  |>ou  wele  do£L 

Holde  my  hors  ))e  whiles  my  man  f  drowe  of  my  shofl  208 

And  helpe  my  man  to  kepe/  my  clo])es  and  my  stede 

And  I  wil  to  place  gofi .  to  loke  if  I  may  spede 

By  god  seide  ])e  £&ankeleyn  if  shal  be  doll 

I  wil  my  self  be  }>i  man  to  drowe  of  )»i  shofi  212 

And  wende  ]K)n  into  place  JhesvL  cnst  fe  spede 

And  diede  not*  of  fi  cloJ>es.  ne  of  fi  good  stede 

Bare-foot*  and  vngirf.  Gamelyn  Inne  came 

Alle  ]yaf  were  in  fe  place .  hede  of  him  name  216 

Howe  he  durst*  auentnre  him  to  do&  his  my3f 

]yat*  was  so  doghty  a  champion  in  wrasteling^  and  in  fijt 

Yp  start*  ]»e  Champion  rapely  andn 

And  toward  yong*  Gamelyn  byganne  to  gon  220 

And  seide  who  is  pi  fadere  and  who  is  pi  sire 

ffor  sothe  fon  art*  a  grete  fool  )>at<  thou  come  hire 

Gamelyn  answerd  ])e  Champiofi  po 

Thowe  knewe  wel  my  fadere  while  he  my^t  goo  224 

fe  whiles  he  was  alyue  by  seynf  Martyn 

Sii'  lohfl  of  Boundes  was  his  name  and  I  am  Gamelyfi 

^  ffelawe  seide  pe  Champion  so  mote  I  pme 

I  knewe  wel  pi  fadere  pe  whiles  he  was  alyue  228 

And  ])i  silf  Gramelyn  I  wil  p&if  ^oti  it  here 

While  f  ou  were  a  jong*  boy.  a  moch  shrewe  Jwu  were 

Than  seide  Gamelyn  and  swore  by  cnstes  ore 

Kow  I  am  older  wexe  pon  shalf  finde  me  a  more  232 

By  god  seide  pe  Champion  welcome  mote  pou.  be 

Come  fow  onys  in  my  honde .  pou.  shalt*  neuere  the 

It  was  wel  wif-in  pe  nj^i?  and  pe  mone  shone 

Whan  Gamelyn  and  pe  Champiofi  to-gidei'  gon  gone      236 
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The  Cbampion  cast*  tumes  to  Gamelyii  ^ai  waa  piesf 

And  Gamelyn  stode  and  bad  hjm  done  his  besf 

Than  seide  Gamelyn  to  fe  Champioun 

})owe  art*  fasf  aboute  to  brings  me  adoun  240 

Now  I  haue  proued  mony  tumes  of  ])me  pmt  es,  back] 

Thow  mosf  he  seide  oon  or  ij.  of  myne 

Gamelyn  to  }e  Champiofi  3ede  smertely  an5n 

Of  alle  |)e  tumes  ]»af  he  cou)}e  he  shewed  hym  bnt  on 

And  casf  him  on  pe  lift*  sida  pat  pre  ribbes  to*brake     245 

And  ^erto  his  owne  arme  )>at*  jaf  a  grete  crake 

Than  seide  Gamelyn  smertly  anon 

Shal  it*  bihol()  for  a  cast*  or  eUis  for  non  248 

By  god  seide  pe  Champion  whedere  if  bee 

He  ])at*  commejy  ones  in  fi  honde  shal  he  neuera  the 

IT  Than  seide  ^e  frankeley  fat  had  pe  sones  ]yere 

Blessed  be  pou.  Gamelyn  ]}at*  euere  pon  bore  were  252 

The  ffrankleyn  seide  to  fe  Champion  on  hym  stode  hym 

This  is  jonge  Gamelyii  fat*  tau^t/  fe  J)is  pleye         l^^*^  ^J® 

Ajein  answerd  pe  Cham)yion).  paif  like])  no  pinff  wel 

He  is  olpet  maister  and  his  pley  is  ri3t*  feU:  256 

Si]yen  y  wrasteled  first*  if  is  goon  ^ore 

Buf  I  was  neuei*  in  my  lif  handeled  so  sore 

Gamelyn  stode  in  pe  place  anon  wi}K>af  serk* 

And  seide  jif  per  be  moo  laf  hem  come  to  werk^  260 

The  Champion  fait*  pyned  hym  to  worch  sore 

If  semejy  by  his  countenat^nce  p&V  he  wil  no  more 

Gamelyin  in  pQ  place  stood  stille  as  stone 

fifor  to  abide  wrastelinge  buf  per  come  none  264 

J>er  was  noon  wif  gamelyn  pat  wold  wrastel  more 

flfor  he  handeled  the  Champiofi  so  wonderly  sore 

Two  gentile  men  |)at  ^emed  pe  place 

Come  to  Gamelyin  god  ^eue  hym  good  grace  268 

And  seide  to  hym  do  on  •  J)i  hosen  and  f  i  shoone 

ffor  so])  af  piB  tyme  piB  fare  is  dona 

And  fan  seide  Gamelyn  so  mof  I  wel  fare 

1  haue  nof  ^ete  haluendele  sold  my  ware  272 
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]»oo  seide  pe  Champiofi  f  so  broke  I  my  swere 

He  is  a  fool  fat*  J>erof  biej>  fou  sellej  if  so  dere 

Tbo  saide  pe  ffrankeleyfi  f af  was  in  moc&  care 

ffelawe  he  saide  whi  lackesf  J^ou  pia  ware  276 

By  sante  lame  of  Gales  )>af  mony  man  ba)>  sou3t       [iear«] 

Jif  is  if  to  good  cbepe  f  af  Jk)w  bast*  bou^t* 

Tboo  J»f  wardeynes  were  of  J>at*  wrasteling* 

Come  and  brou^f  Gamelyn  fe  Ramme  aiid  pe  rynge      280 

t 

no  gap  in  the  3fS.] 

And  Gamelyn  bi]K)U3f  bim  it  was  a  faire  }>inge 

And  wenf  wi])  mocbe  loye  home  in  ))e  momynge  284 

IT  His  bro])er  see  wber  be  came  f  wi])  )}e  grete  route 

And  bad  sbitf  |)e  gate  and  bold  bym  wi]»  onte 

Tbe  Porter  of  bis  lord:  was  soor  a  gaasf 

And  sterf  anoon  to  f  e  gate  and  lokked  it*  fast*  288 

IT  Now  lithenes  and  listne))  bo)>  3onge  and  olde 

And  ^e  sbnl  bere  gamen  of  Gamelyn  ]»e  bolde 

Gamelyn  come  to  f  e  gate  for  to  baue  come  Inne 

And  it*  was  sbett*  fast*  wi)>  a  strong*  pynne  292 

])an  seide  Gamelyn  Porter  vndo  |>e  ^ate 

ffor  good  meTinys  sones  stonden  |>er-ate 

]wn  answerd  J>e  porter  and  swore  by  goddys  berd« 

)X)w  ne  sbalt*  Gkimelyfi  come  into  )>is  3erde  296 

Tbow  lixf  seide  Gamelyfl/  so  broke  I  my  chyne 

He  smote  fe  wiketf  wij>  bis  foote  and  breke  awaie  y  pywne 

The  Porter  seie  foo/  it  my^t  no  better  be 

He  sette  foote  on  ertb  and  bygan  to  flee  300 

By  my  feye  seide  Gamelyn  fat*  travaile  is  ylore 

ffor  I  am  of  fote  as  light*  as  fou .  if  fon  haddest*  it  sworo 

Gramelyn  onertoke  f  e  porter',  and  bis  tene  wrake 

And  girt*  bim  in  fe  nek*  J>at*  fe  boon  to-brake  304 

And  toke  hym  by  J»t*  oon  arme/  and  threwe  bym  in  a  welle 

vij^.  fadme  it*  was  depe/  as  I  bane  herd!  telle 

%  Whan  Gamelyn  |>e  yonge  fus  had  plaied  his  playe 

Alle  Jwit*  in  ))e  yerde  were .  drowen  hem  awaye  308 
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J)ei  dredden  him  fol  sore  for  werk  J>af  he  wroujf 
And  for  pe  faire  company  ]yaf  he  |)ider  brou^t* 
Gamelyn  jede  to  pe  gate/  and  lete  if  vp  wide 
He  lete  Inne  alt.  ])at*  gofi  wol()  or  ride  312 

And  seide  ^e  be  welcome  wip  ouf  eny  greue 
ffor  we  wil  be  maisters  heie  and  axe  no  man  lene 
Justerday  I  leff/  seide  jonge  Glamelyfi  [tarfaa^bwk] 

In  my  brokers  selei*/  v.  tonne  of  wyfl  316 

I  wil  not*  fis  company  partyn  a-twynne 
And  30  wil  done  after  me/  while  sope  is  J>er-Inne 
And  if  my  bro]>er  gmche  or  make  foule  chere 
£i))er  for  spence  of  mete  and  drink*/  pat  we  spende  here 
I  am  oure  Catowr  and  here  our  alfer  purs  321 

He  shal  haue  for  his  grucching*  seint*  Maries  curs 
My  brofer  is  a  Nigon  f  I  swere  be  cWstes  oore 
And  we  wil  spende  laigely/  paV  he  ha]»  spared  yore       324 
And  who  p&i?  make  grucchinge  |)at*  we  here  dwelle 
He  shal  to  pe  porter  in  to  ]>e  drowe-welle 
.Vij.  dayes  and  vij.  nyjtes  Gamelyn  helde  his  feesf 
WiJ>  moche  solace/  was  J>er  noon  cheest*  328 

In  a  litel  torret*  his  brof  er  lay  steke 
And  see  hem  waast*  his  good  and  dorst*  no  word  speke 
Erly  on  a  momynge  on  pe  viij.  day 

The  G^stes  come  to  Gamelyn  and  wolde  gon  her  way     332 
Lordes  seide  Gamelyn  wil  je  so  hie 
Al  pe  wyne  is  not*  ^it*  dronko '  eo  brouke  I  myfi  ye 
Gamelyn  in  his  hert*/  was  ful  woo 

Whan  his  gestes  toke  her  leue.  fro  hym  forto  go  33(5 

He  wolde  }>ei  had  dwelled  lenger.  and  Jjei  seide  nay 
But*  bytaughf  Gamelyn.  god  and  good  day 
Thus  made  Gamelyn  his  feest*.  and  brou3f  wel  to  ende 
And  aftere  his  gestes.  toke  leue  to  wende  340 

IT  Lythen  and  listen  and  holde  joui*  tunge 
And  30  shal  here  Game  of  Gamelyn  pe  ^onge 
Harkeneth  lordingges  and  listenef  ari^t 
Whan  alle  gestis  were  goon  how  gamelyn  was  dijf        34  i 
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Alle  pe  while  p&V  Gamelyn  heeld  his  Maugerye 

Hifl  broj^ere  fou^if  on  hym  be  wroke/  wit/i  his  trecherye 

Whan  Gamylyns  gestes  were  riden  and  gofl 

Gamelyn  stood  anon  allone/  frend  had  he  nofi  348 

Tho  aftere  felle  sone/  wtt^in  a  litel  stounde 

Gamelyn  was  taken/  and  ful  haKi  ybounde 

fforj)  Come  pe  fals  knynghff  ouf  of  >e  Solere  [i«kf«7] 

To  Gamelyn  his  bro}>er/  he  ^ede  ful  nere  352 

And  saide  to  Gamelyn/  svho  made  pe  so  bold 

For  to  stroien  pe  stoor  of  myn  household 

Bro)>er  seide  Gramelyn  wre]»  pe  r^f  nought* 

ffor  if  is  many  day  gon  sip  if  was  bou^f  356 

ffor  biojyer  ]»ou  hasf  had  by  seinf  Kicheie 

Of  XV.  plowes  of  londe.  J»is  xvj.  ^ere 

And  of  alle  pe  beestes  ^)}ou  hasf  for]y  biedde 

Thaf  my  fader  me  byquath  on  his  depea  bedde  360 

Of  al  J>is  xvj.  ^ere  I  3eue  pQ  pe  prowe 

ffor  pe  mete  and  pe  drink  ])af  we  han  spended  nowe 

Than  seide  pe  fals  knyjf .  euel  mote  he  ^ee 

Herken  bro])ere  Gamelyn  whaf  I  wil  jeue  pe  364 

ffor  of  my  body  broJ>er  f  here  geten  haue  I  none 

I  wil  make  pe  myn  heire  I  s  .  ere  by  seinf  lohn 

Parfay  seide  Gamelyn  5  and  if  if  so  be 

And  j^ou  thenk*  as  ])0u  seisf  f  god  jeeld  if  pe  368 

No  pioge  wisf  Gamelyn  of  his  bro}>er  gile 

Therfore  he  hym  bygiled  in  a  litel  while 

Gamelyn  seide.  ooo  ])iiig«  I  pe  telle 

foo  Jjou  J>rewe  my  porter  in  fe  drowe-welle  372 

I  swore  in  f  af  wref  e  and  in  J>af  grete  moote 

p&V  poa  shuldesf  be  bounde  boJ>e  honde  and  fote 

[ 

no  gap  in  the  MS!]        376 

This  mo8f  be  fulfilled  f  my  men  to  dote 

ffor  to  holden  myn  avowe  as  I  ]ra  bihote 

IT  Broker  seide  Gramelyn  as  mote  I  pee 

))oa  shalf  nof  be  forswore  for  pe  loue  of  me  380 
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Tho  maden  ]>ei  Gamelyn  to  sitte  and  not*  stonde 

To  ]>ei  had  hym  bounde  bo])  fote  and  honde 

])e  fals  knyght*  his  broliei'.  of  Gamelyn  was  a-gasf 

And  sent*  efter  fetters  to  fettei^  hym  fast*  384 

His  bro])er  made  lesingges  on  him  ^er  he  stode 

And  tolde  hem  ])af  commen  Inne  ])at  Gamelyn  was  wode 

Gamelyn  stode  to  a  post*,  bounden  in  pe  hatt 

])oo  p&V  commen  Inne.  loked  on  hym  alt  388 

Euer  stode  Gamelyn  euen  vp-rijt*  li«rf  67,  i»ck] 

But*  mete  and  drink  had  ne  noun.  nei]>er  day  ne  ny^t* 

Than  seide  Gamelyn/  brother  be  myn  hals 

Nowe  haue  I  aspied  J>ou  art*  a  party  fals  392 

Had  I  wist*  )>e  Treson  fat*  hast*  yfounde 

I  wold  haue  jeue  strokes  or  I  had  be  bounde 

Gamelyn  stode  bounde  stille  as  eny  stone 

Tho  daies  and  two  nyjtes  mete  had  he  none  396 

Than  seide  Gamelyn  f  ))af  stood  ybound  stronge 

Adam  Spencei'  me  ]>enke))  I  fast*  to  longe 

Adam  Spencere  now  I  biseche  )>e 

fpor  ]>e  moche  loue  my  fadere  loued  ]>e  400 

If  ]>ou  may  come  to  )>e  keys/  lose  me  out*  of  bonde 

And  I  wil  part*  -wip  ]>e  of  my  free  londe 

Than  seide  Adam  ])af  was  |>e  spencere 

I  haue  serued  \>i  bro)>er  ]>is  xvj  jere  404 

Jif  I  lete  pe  gone  out*  of  his  bonre 

He  wold  saye  afterwardes  I  were  a  tratot<r 

Adam  seide  Gamelyn  so  brouke  I  myn  hals 

Thow  shalt*  finde  pi  bTo))er  at*  pe  last*  fals  408 

Therfore  broJ>er  Adam  lose  me  out*  of  bofides 

And  I  will  parte  wi))  pe  of  my  free  londes 

Vp  such  forward  seide  Adam  ywis 

I  wil  do  ]>erto  al  ))at*  in  me  is  412 

Adam  seide  Gamelyn  as  mote  I  pe 

I  wil  holde  ]>e  Conaunte  and  ]>ou  wil  me  [fre] 

Anoon  as  Adams  lord  to  bed  was  gofi 

Adam  toke  pe  )<aye8  and  lete  Gamelyn  out*  anoii  416 
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He  ynlocked  Gkunelyn  bo]»  hondes  and  fete 

In  hope  of  aaauncement*  ])af  he  hjm  byhete 

Than  seide  Gamelyn  ]K)nked  be  goddis  sonde 

Nowe  I  am  lose  boj  fote  and  honde  420 

Had  I  nowe  eten  and  dronken  arijt* 

per  is  noon  in  fia  hons  shuld  bynde  me  fia  nj^V 

Adam  toke  Gamelyn  as  stOle  as  eny  stone 

And  ladde  him  into  ))e  spence  raply  anone  424 

And  sette  him  to  sopere  ri3t*  in  a  pnvey  styde  [leof  es] 

He  bad  hym  do  gladly  and  so  he  dide 

Anoon  as  Gamelyn  had  eten  wel  and  fyne 

And  J>erto  y-dronken  wel  of  J>e  rede  wyne  428 

Adam  sdde  Gramelyn  what*  is  nowe  ]»i  rede 

Or  I  go  to  my  bro])er  and  Gerd  of  his  his  hede 

Gamelyn  seide  Adam  if  shal  not*  be  so 

I  can  teche  ]»e  a  rede  ])af  is  wor]?  )>e  twoo/  432 

I  wote  wel  foiso]»  faf  J»is  is  no  nay/ 

We  shnl  haue  a  Mangeiye  rijf  on  sonday 

Abbotes  and  Friours  mony  here  shnl  be 

And  o^r  men  of  holy  chiich  as  I  teUe  ))e  436 

)xm  shal  stonde  vp  by  ]>e  post*  as  fou.  were  bounde  fast* 

And  I  shal  lene  hem  vnloke  )»at*  away  ))ou  may  hem  cast* 

Whan  ^f  ^i  ban  eten  and  wasshen  her  handes 

^ow  shalt*  biseche  hem  alle  to  bnnge  ))e  out*  of  bondes  440 

And  if  pei  willen  borowe  pe  ])af  were  good  game 

fan  were  J>ou  out»  of  pnson  and  [I]  out*  of  blame 

And  if  ecche  of  hem  saye  to  ys  nay 

I  shal  do  anofer  I  swere  by  fis  day  444 

]?ow  shalf  haue  a  good  staf  and  I  wil  haue  anofere 

And  cristes  curs  haf  fat*  on  fat*  faillef  fat  of  ere 

3e  for  god  seide  Gkimelyn  I  say  if  for  me 

If  I  faille  on  my  side  evel  mof  I  fee  448 

If  we  shul  algate  assoiUe  hem  of  her  synne 

Wame  me  brother/  Adam  whan  we  shul  bygynne 

Gamelyn  seid  Adam  by  seinf  charite 

I  wil  wame  fe  bifom  whan  if  slial  l)e  452 
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Whan  I  winke  on  J>e.  loke  forto  gone 

And  caste  away  fi  fetters  and  come  to  me  anofi 

Adam  seide  Gamelyn  blessed  be  )>i  bonys 

Jjat*  is  a  good  counseile  ^euen  for  fe  nonys  456 

Jif  pei  wame  me  pe  to  bring*  out"  of  bondes 

I  wil  sette  good  strokes  li^V  on  here  lendes 

Whan  \>Q  Sonday  was  commen  and  folk  to  \>e  feest 

ffaire  \>ei  were  welcomed,  boj)  leest*  a7id  mest*  460 

And  euer  as  )>ei  at*  pe  haldore  come  Inne  Deaf  es,  back] 

They  casten  her  yen/  on  3onge  Gamelyfi 

The  fals  kny^f  his  brofer  ful  of  trecherye 

Al  pe  gettes  ))at*  per  were  at*  pe  mangerye  464 

Of  Gamelyn  his  brofer  he  tolde  hem  vnp  moupe 

Al  ]7e  harme  and  pe  shame  ])af  he  telle  cou}^e 

Whan  fei  were  yserued  of  messes  ij.  or  thre 

]?an  seide  Gamelyn  howe  seme  30  me  468 

It*  is  not*  wel  serued  by  god  fat*  aft  made 

])at*  I  sitte  fastinge  and  o))er  men  make  glade 

The  fals  kny3t*  his  brofer  per  as  he  stode 

Told  to  aft  pe  gestes  fat*  Gamelyn  was  wode  472 

And  Gamelyn  stode  stille  and  answerd  nou3f 

But*  Adames  wordes  he  helde  in  his  )>ou3t* 

Thoo  Gamelyn  gan  speke  doolfully  wij)-att 

To  pe  grete  lordes  ])at*  seten  in  pe  hatt  476 

IT  Lordes  he  seide  for  cnstes  passiofi 

Helpe  to  bringe  Gamelyn  out*  of  pnsofi 

))an  seide  an  Abbot*  sorowe  on  his  cheke 

He  shal  haue  cnstes  curs  and  seint*  Maries  eke  480 

That*  pe  out*  of  pnson  heggep  or  borowe 

And  euer  wor]?  him  wel  )iat*  do]»  pe  moohe  sorowe 

After  fat*  Abbot*  fan  speke  anof ere 

I  wold  fine  hede  were  of  f ougfi  f ou  were  my  brof ere  484 

Ait  fat*  f e  borowe  foule  mot*  hem  falle 

Thus  f ei  seiden  alle  fat*  were  in  f e  halle 

f  Than  seide  a  Priour/  euel  mote  he  preue 

Jt*is  grete  sorowe  and  care  boy  fat  fou  art  alyue  488 
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Ow  seide  Gamely  n  so  brouke  I  my  bone 

JS^ow  haue  I  spied  }^at<  frendes  haue  I  noft 

Cursed  mote  he  worj) .  bo])  flessll  and  blood 

pekV  euer  do)>  Priour  or  Abbot^  eny  good  492 

Adam  ])e  Spencere  toke  vp  \>e  clot£ 

And  loked  on  Gamelyn  and  segH  ])at*  he  was  wio])e 

Adam  on  the  Pantiy  litel  he  ))ou3f 

And  two  good  staues  to  pe  halle  door  he  brou3f  ^^^ 

Adam  loked  on  Gamelyn  and  he  was  warre  anofi        [i«ftf «] 

And  cast*  away  fe  fetters  and  bygan  to  goil 

Whan  he  come  to  Adam  he  toke  pai?  on  staf 

And  bygan  to  worch  and  good  strokes  3af  500 

Gamelyn  come  into  )>e  halle  and  pe  Spencer^  bo]»e 

And  loked  hem  abonte  as  pei  hadden  be  wro])e 

Gamelyn  spreyne)>  holy  watere  wij)  an  oken  spire 

That*  some  )>at*  stode  yprijf  felle  in  pe  fire  504 

]»er  was  no  lewe  man  j)at*  in  pe  halle  stode 

Jat^  wolde  do  Gamelyn  eny  f  ing*  but*  good 

But*  stoden  bisides  and  lete  hem  bo]>  wirc]^ 

ffor  ))ei  had  no  lewpQ  of  men  of  holy  chirch  508 

Abbot*  or  Priour  monk  or  chanoun 

That*  Gamelyn  ouertoke.  anon  ])ei  jeden  doun 

Ther  was  noon  of  alle  paV  wit/t  his  staf  mette 

))af  he  ne  made  hem  ouer^]>rowe  to  quyte  hem  his  dette 

Gamelyn  seide  Adam  for  seinf  charite  513 

Pay  good  lyuere  for  pe  loue  of  me 

And  I  wil  kepe  pe  door  so  euere  here  I  masse 

Er  ]»ei  bene  assoilled  ]>er  shal  non  passe  516 

Doute  J»e  not*  seide  Gamelyn  whil  we  ben  in  fere 

Kepe  ]x)we  wel  pe  door  and  I  wil  wirche  here 

Bystere  ^e  good  adam  and  lete  non  fle 

And  we  shul  telle  largely  how  mony  pat  per  be  520 

Gamelyn  seide  Adam  do  hem  but*  goode 

]>ei  bene  men  of  holy  church  drowe  of  hem  no  blode 

Sane  wel  pe  crownes.  and  do  hem  no  harmes 

But*  breke  bo]?  her  logges/  and  6i)>en  her  armes  524 
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Thus  Gamelyn  and  Adam  wrQU3ti«  ry^t*  fasf 

And  pleide  wi])  ])e  monkes  and  made  hem  agast* 

j^idere  pei  come  lidinge  loly  wip  swaynes 

And  home  ^ein  pei  were  ladde  in  cartes  and  waynes    528 

Tho  fei  hadden  al  ydo.  J)an  seide  a  grey  fi^re 

Alias  Sii*  abbot*  what"  did  we  nowe  here 

Whan  ])af  we  commen  hidere  if  was  a  cold  rede 

Vs  had  be  bet*  haue  be  at*  home .  wiiJi  vr&ter  and  brede  532 

"While  Gamelyfi  made  orders  of  monke  and  frere  [leof  6q.  t»ck] 

Euere  stood  his  bro])er  and  made  foule  chere 

Gamelyn  yp  wij)  his  staf  ])at*  he  wel  knewe 

And  girt*  hym  in  pQ  nek  ]>at*  he  ouer  thrwe  536 

A  litel  aboue  pe  Girdel  pe  Rigge-boon  he  brast 

And  sette  him  in  pe  fetters  per  he  sat*  arsf 

Sitte  per  bro))er  seide  Gamelyfi 

fforto  colen  )>i  body/  as  I  did  myfl  640 

Ab  swith  as  ]»ei  had  wroken  hem  on  her  foofl 

]}ei  asked  water  and  wasshen  anofi 

What*  some  for  her  lone  and  some  for  her  Awe 

Alt  ])e  seruauntes  serued  hem  on  pe  best*  lawe  544 

pe  Sherreue  was  Jjennes  but  .y.  myle 

And  all:  was  tolde  him  in  a  lytel  while 

Howe  Gamelyn  and  Adam  had  ydo  a  sorye  rees 

Bounden  and  wounded  men  ^einst  pe  kingges  pees/     548 

Tho  bygan  sone  strif*  for  to  wake 

And  pe  shereff  about*  Gamelyn  forto  take 

IT  Now  li])en  and  listen  so  god  3eue  3011  good  fyne 

And  ye  shul  here  good  game  of  yonge  Gamclyne  552 

xxiijj^  3onge  men  ])at*  helde  hem  fol  bold 

Come  to  pe  shiref  and  seide  ])at*  ]>ei  wold 

Gamelyn  and  Adam  fette  by  her  fay 

Tlie  Sheref  3aue  hem  leue  Bop  for  to  say  556 

Thei  hiden  fast*  wold  )>ei  not*  lynne 

To  ))ci  oome  to  pe  gate  pere  Gamelyn  was  Inne 

Thei  knocked  on  pe  gate  pe  porter  was  ny^e 

And  loked  out*  att*  an  hool  as  man  Jjat*  was  scle3e  560 
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))e  Porter  had  bihold  hem  a  litel  while 

He  loued  wel  Gamelyn  and  was  dradde  of  gyle 

And  lete  fe  wikett*  stonde  ful  stiUe 

And  asked  hem  wij)  out*  whaf  was  her  wille  564 

ffor  att  ]>e  grete  company/  speke  but  oon 

Yndo  pe  gate  porter  and  lat*  vs  in  goil 

])an  seide  ]>e  Porter  so  brouke  I  my  chyn 

3e  shnl  saie  joure  erand  er  ^e  come  Inne  508 

Sey  to  Gamelyn  and  Adam/  if  feire  wil  be  iieof  70] 

"We  wil  speke  wij>  hem  two  wordes  or  Jjre 

ffelawe  seide  pe  Porter  stonde  p&r  stille 

And  I  wil  wende  to  Gamelyn  to  wete  his  wille  572 

Inne  went*  pe  porter  to  Gamelyn  anofi 

And  saide  sif  I  wame  30U  here  ben  commen  30^^  foofi 

The  Shirenes  men  bene  at*  pe  gate 

fforto  take  30a  bo])  je  shul  not*  scape  576 

Porter  seide  Gamelyn  so  mote  I  ye 

I  wil  alowe  pi  wordes  whan  I  my  tyme  se 

Go  ageyn  to  pe  gate  and  dwelle  vnp  hem  a  while 

And  ])ou  shalf  se  lijt*  sone  porter  a  gile  580 

Adam  seide  gamelyn  hasf  pe  to  gofi 

We  han  foo-men  mony  and  frendes  neuere  ofi 

It*  bene  ])e  shireues  men  ]»af  hider  bene  commen 

))ei  ben  swore  to-gidere  )>af  we  shal  be  nomen  584 

Gamelyn  seide  Adam  hye  pe  ri3f  blyve 

And  if  I  faile  |>e  pia  day  euel  mot*  I  pnvQ 

And  we  shal  so  welcome  pe  shyreues  men 

Jiaf  some  of  hem  shal  make  her  beddes  in  pe  fenne        588 

At*  a  postern  gate  Gamelyn  out*  went* 

And  a  good  Cartstaf  in  his  hondes  henf 

Adam  hent*  sone  ano^er  grete  staff 

ffor  to  helpen  Gamelyne  and  good  strokes  }af  592 

Adam  felled  tweyn  and  Gramelyn  )>re 

pe  o])er  sette  fete  on  er^  and  bygan  to  flee 

Whaf  seide  Adam  so  euere  here  I  masse 

I  haue  ri3f  good  wyne  drynk  er  3e  passe  59  0 
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Nay  by  god  eeide  pei  J>i  drink  is  not*  goode 

It  wolde  make  a  mannys  brayn  to  lyen  on  his  bode 

Gamelyn  stode  stille  and  loked  bym  aboute 

And  seide  \>e  Shyref  commef  wi])  a  grcte  route  600 

Adam  seide  Gamelyn  what*  bene  nowe  ]>i  redes 

Here  commej)  fe  sberef  and  wil  haue  our  bedes 

Adam  seide  to  Gamelyn  my  rede  is  now  fia 

Abide  we  no  lenger  lest  we  fare  amys  604 

I  rede  we  to  wode  gofl/  er  we  be  founde  Ltorf7o,i»ck) 

Better  is  per  louse  pan  in  pQ  toune  bounde 

Adam  toke  by  pe  bonde  yonge  Gamelyii) 

And  euery  of  bem  dronke  a  drau3f  of  wyfl  608 

And  after  token  be  cours  and  wenten  ber  way 

T[b]o  fonde  )>e  Sbyrreue  nysf  buf  non  aye 

If  Tbe  Sbirreue  lijt/  doune  and  wenf  into  balle 

And  fonde  pe  lord  fetred  fast*  vrip  aHe  612 

Tbe  Scbirreue  vnfetred  hym  ri3f  sone  anofi 

And  sent*  aftere  a  lecbe  to  bele  bis  rigge-bofl 

Lat*  we  nowe  pe  fals  kny3t*  lye  in  bis  care 

And  talke  we  of  Gamelyn .  and  of  bis  fare  616 

Gamelyn  into  ])e  wode  stalked  stille 

And  Adam  Spensere  liked  rijt*  ille 

Adam  swore  to  Gamelyn  by  seinf  Eicbera 

Nowe  I  see  it*  is  mery  to  be  a  spencere  C20 

Jit*  leuer  me  were  kayes  to  bere 

}?an  walken  in  pis  wilde  wode  my  clo}^es  to  tere 

Adam  seide  Gamelyn  dismay  pe  rijf  nou3t* 

Mony  good  mannys  cbiloB  in  care  is  brou3t»  624 

As  ])ei  stode  talkinge  bo])en  in  fere 

Adam  ben)  talking*  of  men.  and  ny\f  nygH  bem  p&.  were 

Tho  Gamelyn  vnder  wode  loked  ari3t* 

vij".  of  jonge  men  be  seye  wel  ydi3t*  628 

Alle  satte  af  pe  mete  compas  about* 

Adam  seide  Gamelyn  now  baue  I  no  douf 

Aftere  bale  comme)>  bote  ]7orgH  goddis  my3t* 

^ie  fink*  of  mete  and  drynk*  I  haue  a  sijf  632 
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Adam  loked  J)Oo  vnder  wode  bougll 
And  whan  he  segh  mete  was  glad  ynog& 

.  ffor  he  hoped  to  god  to  haue  his  dele 
And  he  was  sore  alonged  after  a  mele  636 

As  he  seide  J)at  worde  )>e  mayster  outlawe 
Saugh  Adam  and  gamelyn  vnder  \>q  wode  shawe 
3onge  men  seide  ^e  maistere  by  ]7e  good  rode 
I  am  ware  of  gestes .  god  sendo  vs  goode  640 

Jone  ben  twoo  ^onge  men  wel  ydight*  paaf  711 

And  parayenture  per  ben  mo  who  so  loked  rijt 
A-rise))  vp  ^onge  men  and  fette  hem  to  me 
It  is  good  ))at*  we  weten  whaf  men  pQi  be  644 

Vp  J)er  sterten  .vij.  from  )>e  dynere 
And  metten  wij)  Gamelyn  and  Adam  Spencei^ 
Whan  )>ei  were  nyghe  hem  ^an  seide  }at  oofl 
JeeldeJ  vp  jonge  men  30111  bowes  and  30111^  floon  648 

Jjan  seide  Gamelyn  J)at*  ^ong*  was/  of//  elde 
Moche  soTowe  mote  pei  haue  paV  to  30U  hem  3elde 
I  Curs  noon  ojwre  buf  right*  my  silue 

])oo  30  fette  to  30U  .y.  ))an  be  3e  twelue  652 

Whan  fei  hard  by  his  word  pai?  my3t*  was  in  his  anne 

Ther  was  noon  of  hem  }>at<  wold  do  hym  harme 

But  seide  to  Gamelyn  myldely  and  stiUe 

Come)>  a-fore  our  Maister  and  aeip  to  hym  3our  wille     656 

3ong6  men  seide  Giimelyn  be  30t^r  lewte 

What*  man  is  30^^  maister  ))at*  30  wi))  be 

Alle  pei  answerd  wi])  out*  lesing* 

Our  maister  is  crowned  of  outlawe  king*  660 

Adam  seide  Gamelyn  go  we  in  cn'stes  name 

He  may  nei^r  mete  ne  drink  wame  ys  for  shame 

If  fat*  he  be  hende  and  come  of  gentil  blood 

He  wil  3eue  ys  mete  and  drink  and  do  us  som  gode       664 

By  seinf  lame  seide  Adam  whaf  harme  ])at*  I  gete 

I  wil  auenture  me  ))at*  I  had  mete 

Gamelyn  and  Adam  went*  forth  in  fere 

And  J»ei  grette  pe  Maistei*  fat*  fei  fond  fere  668 
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Than  seide  ])e  MoLster  king*  of  outlawes 

What*  seche  30  ^onge  men  vnder  fe  wode  shawes 

Gamelyn  answered  fe  king*  with  his  croun 

He  moBt*  nedes  walk*  in  feeld  ]>ati*  may  nof  in  toun        672 

Sire  we  walk  nof  here  no  harme  to  doo 

But*  3if  we  mete  a  dere  to  shete  jfeiix) 

As  men  J)at*  bene  hungry  and  mow  no  mete  fynde 

And  befl  hardi  bystad  vnder  wode  lynde  676 

Of  Gamelyns  wordes  /  y  maist^r  had  reu^e  [leaf  71,  bwkj 

And  seide  ^e  shul  haue  ynow  haue  god  my  treuth 

He  bad  hem  sitte  doun  forto  take  rest* 

And  bad  hem  ete  and  drink*  and  fat  of  fe  best*  680 

As  ])ei  eten'and  dronken  wel  and  fyne 

]7an  seide  on  to  ano))er.  ))is  is  Gamelyn 

))o  was  f  e  Maistere  outlawe  into  counseile  nome 

And  tolde  howe  it*  was  Gamelyn  Jjat  fider  was  come     684 

Anon  as  he  herd  how  it*  was  byfalle 

He  made  him  maistei*  vnder  hjm  ouer  hew  alle 

WitAInne  fe  iij.  weke  hym  come  tydinge 

To  )>e  Maistere  outlawe  fat*  was  her  kinge  688 

]?at*  he  shuld  come  home  his  pees  was  made 

And  of  fat*  good  tydinge  he  was  ful  glade 

))oo  seide  he  to  his  ^onge  men  so]>  forto  telle 

Me  bene  commen  tydinges  f  I  may  no  lenger  dwelle      692 

Tho  was  Gamelyn  anoon  wif  out*  taryinge 

Made  maLstei*  outlawe  and  crowned  her  kinge 

Whan  Gamelyn  was  crowned  king*  of  outlawes 

And  walked  had  a  while  vnder  J>e  wode  shawes/  696 

J)e  fals  kny^t*  bis  broker  was  sherif  and  sire 

And  lete  his  broJ)e»*e  endite  for  hate  and  for  ire 

foo  were  his  boond-men  sory  i  and  no  J)ing*  glade 

Whan  Gamelyn  her  lord  /  wolfes  hede  was  cned  and  made 

And  sent*  out*  of  his  men  wher  J>ei  my3t*  hym  fynde 

fFor  to  go  seke  Gamelyfl  vnder  )>e  wode  lynde 

To  telle  hym  tyding*  fe  wynde  was  wente 

And  al  his  good  reued  and  al  his  men  shent*  704 
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Whan  )>ei  had  hym  founden  on  knees  fei  hem  setten 

And  adoune  wM  her  hodes  and  her  lord  gretten 

Sii*  wreth  jou  not*  for  J)e  good  rode 

flfor  we  han  broujf  jou  tydyngge*  but*  J>ei  be  not*  gode  708 

Kowe  is  J)i  broker  Sherreue  and  haj)  Je  bayly 

And  ha)>  endited  \>e  /  and  wolfes  hede  do)>  pe  crye 

Alias  seide  Gamelyn  ]>at*  euere  I  was  so  sclak 

]>at*  I  ne  had  broke  his  nek  whan  I  his  rigge  brak*        712 

Go])  gretej)  wel  myn  husbondes  and  wif  [leof  723 

I  wil  be  at*  J»e  next*  shyre  haue  god  my  lif 

Gramelyn  come  ledy  to  ye  next*  shire 

And  per  was  his  broker  bo  J)  lord  and  sire  716 

Gramelyn  boldely  come  into  pe  mote  halle 

And  putt*  a  donn  his  hode  /  amonge  ])o  lordes  alU 

God  sane  30U  lordinggs  p&i?  here  be 

But*  broke-bak  sherreue  euel  mote  pon  pee  720 

Whi  hast  ]k>u  dofi  me  pai?  shame  and  vilonye 

fforto  lat*  endite  me  /  and  wolfeshede  do  me  crye 

JK)o  Jjoujt*  pe  fals  kny3t*  forto  bene  awreke 

And  lette  Gamelyn  most*  he  no  ]»ing*  speke  724 

Might*  pet  be  no  grace,  but*  Gamelyn  atte  last* 

Was  cast/  in  prison  and  fettred  fast* 

IT  Gamelyn  ha])  a  bro])ere  )>at*  hijt*  sir  Ote 

Als  good  an  knyght*  and  hende  as  my3t  gofi  on  fote       728 

Anoon  3ede  a  massager'  to  ]»af  good  kny3f 

And  tolde  him  al  to-gidere  how  gamelyn  was  d^t* 

Anoon  whan  sii'  ote  herd  howe  Gamelyn  was  dijt* 

He  was  rijf  sory  and  no  J>ing*  lijt*  732 

And  lete  sadel  a  stede  and  pe  way  namme 

And  to  his  tweyne  bre])eren  rijt  sone  he  camme 

Sir*  seide  Sir*  Ote  to  pe  sherreue  Jjoo 

We  bene  but*  pre  bre])eren  shul  we  neuere  be  mo  736 

And  ]>oa  hast*  pnsoned  pe  best  of  ys  alle 

Sudi  ojiopere  bro])er  euel  mote  hym  byfalle 

Sii*  Ote  seide  pe  false  knyght*  lat*  be  )>i  cors 

By  god  for  J>i  wordes  he  shal  fare  pe  wors  740 
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To  pe  kingges  pnson  he  is  ynome 

And  per  he  shal  ahide  to  pQ  lustise  come 

Parde  Seide  Sii^  Ote  better  it*  shal  be 

I  bid  hym  to  maynprise  pat  ]70u  graz^nte  me  744 

To  pe  next*  sitting*  of  delyueraunce 

And  lat*  pern  Gamelyn  stonde  to  his  chaunce 

Brofere  in  sucfi  a  forwarcJ  I  take  hym  to  pe 

And  by  p^  fader  sonle  J?at*  fe  bigate  and  me  748 

Buf  he  be  redy  whan  pe  Justice  sitte  Oeaf  72,  back] 

])0U  shalf  here  pe  luggemenf  for  al  )>i  grete  witte 

I  graunte  wel  seide  Sii*  Ote  fat*  if  so  be 

Laf  delynere  hym  anoon  and  take  hym  to  me  762 

Tho  was  gamelyn  delyuered  to  Sii'  ote  his  brojei* 

And  J?at*  nyghf  dwelled  pe  oofl  wij>  pe  ofei* 

On  the  moTowe  seide  Gamelyn  to  Sii^  Ote  pe  hende 

Brofer  he  seide  I  mote  foraoj)  from  jo"  wende  756 

To  loke  howe  my  jonge  men  leden  her  liff 

Whedere  J?ei  lyuen  in  loie  or  elHs  in  striff 

By  god  seide  Sii*  ote  p&V  is  a  colde  rede 

!N'owe  I  se  fat*  alle  pe  Carke  shal  fal  on  my  hede  760 

ffor  whan  pe  lustise  sitte  and  J>ou  be  not*  yfound 

I  shal  anoon  be  take  and  in  fi  stede  I-boun(i 

Broker  seide  Gamelyn  dismay  jou  nou3t* 

ffor  by  seint  lame  in  Gales  fat*  mony  men  haf  soujt*     764 

3if  that  god  almy3ty  holde  my  lif  and  witte 

I  wil  be  redy  whan  pe  Justice  sitte 

Than  seide  sire  Ote  to  gamelyn  god  shilde  p^  from  shame 

Come  whan  f  ou  seest*  tyme  and  bring*  vs  out*  of  blame  768 

If  lifenef  and  listenef  and  holde  30U  stille 

And  30  shul  here  howe  Gamelyn  had  al  his  wille 

Gamelyn  went*  vnder  pe  wode  Ris 

And  fonde  fer  ploying*  3eng*  men  of  pns  772 

J>o  was  3ong*  gamelyn  ri3t*  glad  ynou3e 

Whan  he  fonde  his  men  vnder  wode  bouje 

Gamelyn  and  his  men  talkeden  in  fere 

And  fei  had  good  game  her  mojaier  to  here  776 
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His  men  tolde  him  of  auenttires  pat  ]>ei  had  found 
And  Gamelyn  tolde  hem  ajein  howe  he  was  fast  bounde 
While  Gamelyn  was  outlawe  had  he  no  cors 
J)er  was  no  man  J>at*  for  him  ferde  Je  wors  780 

But  Abbotte^  and  Pnburs  monk  and  chanona 
On  hem  left*  he  nou^f  whan  he  my3f  hem  noma 
While  Gamelyn  and  his  men  made  mer])es  lyre 
pe  fals  knyght*  his  broJ)er  euel  mot*  he  thryvo  784 

ffor  he  was  fast*  about*  bo]?  day  and  opei^  Detf  78] 

ffor  to  hiren  J»e  quest*  to  hongen  his  brofer 
Gamelyn  stode  on  a  day  and  byheeld 
j>e  wodes  and  )>e  Shawes  and  pe  wild  feelde  788 

He  )K)U3t*  on  his  bro])ere  how  he  hym  byhette 
))at*  he  wold  be  redy  whan  fe  lustice  sette 
He  ]jou3t*  wel  he  wold  wi^-ouf  delay 
Come  to-fore  fe  lustice  to  kepen  his  day  792 

And  saido  to  his  jonge  men  dighte))  30U  jare 
ffor  whan  fe  lustice  sitte  we  mosl^  be  )>aie 
iFor  I  am  vnder  borowe  til  J)at*  I  come 
And  my  bro^r  for  me  to  prison  shal  be  nome  796 

Be  seint*  lame  seide  his  jonge  men  and  pon  rede  perto 
Ordeyn  how  if  shal  be  and  it*  shal  be  do 
While  Gramelyn  was  commyng*  per  pQ  lustice  satte 
J>*  fals  kny3f  his  broker  for3ate  he  not*  Jjat*  800 

To  hire  pe  men  of  pQ  quest*  to  hangen  his  bro]»er 
])0U3e  ))ei  had  not*  }>at*  oon  ]>ei  wold  haue  ]>at*  opet 
Tho  come  Gamelyn  from  vnder  pe  wode  Bis 
And  brou3t*  vrith  hym  3onge  men  of  pris  804 

I  see  wel  seide  Gamelyn  pe  lustise  is  sette 
Go  a-fom  adam  and  loke  how  it*  spette 
Adam  went  into  pe  halle  and  loked  al  aboute 
He  segh  per  stonde  lordes  grete  and  stoute  808 

And  Sire  Ote  his  broker  fetred  ful  fast* 
]}oo  went*  Adam  out*  of  halle  as  he  were  a-gast* 
Adam  seide  to  Gamelyn  and  to  his  felawes  alt 
Sir0  Ote  stout*  fetered  in  pe  mote  halt  812 
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[ 

no  gap  in  the  if  5.] 

If  gode  jeue  vs  grace  wel  forto  doo 

He  shal  it«  abiggo  fat*  it*  broujf  Jjerto  /  816 

])an  Beide  Adam  ))at*  lockes  had  hoie 

Cnstes  curs  mote  lie  haue  ]>at  hym  bonde  so  sore 

And  ])0u  wilf  Gamelyn  do  after  my  rede 

}?er  is  noon  in  )>e  halle  shal  here  away  his  hede  820 

Adam  seide  Gamelyn  we  wil  not  do  soo 

We  wil  slee  ])e  giltif  and  lat*  ])e  o]»6re  goo/ 

I  wil  into  ))e  halle  and  witA  )>e  Justice  speke       [iMf  ts,  b«ek] 

Of  hem  fat*  bene  giltif  I  wil  ben  awreke  824 

Late  no  skape  at*  ]>e  door  take  ^onge  men  3eme 

fibr  I  wil  be  lustise  ])is  day  domes  to  deme 

God  spede  me  J)is  day  at*  my  newe  werk? 

Adam  come  YfiXh  me  for  ]>oa  shalf  be  my  clerk  828 

His  men  answerde  hym.  and  bad  don«  his  best* 

And  if  ])0U  to  vs  haue  nede  ]>ou  shalt*  finde  vs  presf 

We  wil  stonde  wij)  fe  while  J>af  we  may  dure 

And  but*  we  worchen  manly  pay  vs  none  hure  832 

Jonge  men  said  Gamel3m  so  mote  I  wel  ])e 

A  trusty  maister  ^e  shul  fynde  me 

Bi3t*  ])ere  ])e  lustise  satte  in  }^e  halle 

Inne  went*  Gramelyn  amonges  hem  alle  836 

Gamelyn  lete  vnfetter  his  bro)>er  out*  of  bende 

]ian  seide  Sir  Ote  his  bro)>er  ^ai  was  hende 

])ow  haddesf  almost*  Gamelyn  dwelled  to  longe 

fifor  ]^  quest*  is  out*  on  me  ]»at*  I  shul(}  honge  840 

Bro])er  seide  Gamelyn  so  god  jeue  me  good  rest* 

fis  day  shul  fei  be  honged  /  )>at*  ben  on  j>e  quest* 

And  ]>e  lustise  bo))  ))at*  is  ]>e  luge  man 

And  }^e  Sherreue  also.  )>orgh  hym  it  bigan  844 

Than  seide  Gamelyn  to  ])e  Justice 

Kow  is  f  i  power  done.  ])e  most*  nedes  rise 

))ow  hast*  ^euen  domes  ))at*  bene  euel  di^t* 

I  wil  dtten  in  J>i  sete  and  dressen/  hem  ari^t*  848 
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The  lustise  satte  stille  and  roos  not*  anone 

And  Gamelyn  cleued  his  cheke  bone 

Gamelyn  toke  htm  in  his  annes  and  no  more  spake 

But*  threwe  hym  ouer  ))e  bane  and  his  arme  biake         852 

Dorst*  noon  to  Gamelyn  seie  but*  good 

ffor  feerd  of  ^  company  Jjat  witTt-out*  stobde 

Gamelyn  sette  hym  doun  in  ])e  lustise  sete 

And  Sire  Ote  his  broj^ere  by  hyw.  and  Adam  at*  his  fete 

Whan  gamelyn  was  sette  in  ]7e  lustise  sede 

Herken  of  a  bourde  ]>at*  Gamelyn  dede 

He  lete  fetter  ])e  lustise  and  his  fals  bro)>er6  [lenf  74] 

And  did  hem  come  to  ])e  barre  ]^af  on  wit^  )>at*  o])ere    860 

Whan  gamelyn  had  ]>us  ydone  had  he  no  rest* 

Til  he  had  enquered  who  was  on  his  quest* 

iforto  demen  his  bro}^er  sire  Ote  forto  honge 

Er  he  wist*  what*  Jjei  were  hyw  J)oujt*  ful  longe  864 

But*  as  sone  as  Gamelyn  wist*  where  )>ei  were 

He  did  hem  euerechone  fetter  in  fere 

And  bringgen  hem  to  ]»e  barre  &  setten  in  rewe 

By  my  fei]»  seide  ]»e  lustise  ])e  sherrue  is  a  shrewe         868 

)ian  seide  Gamelyn  to  ])e  lustise 

]k)u  hast*  30ue  domes  of  ])e  worst  assise 

And  ]^  xij.  Sesoures  ])at*  weren  on  ]>e  quest* 

J»ei  shul  be  honged  ]»is  day  so  haue  I  good  rest*  872 

Than  seide  \e  sheref  to  3onge  Gamelyn 

Lord  I  crie  fe  mercie  bro])er  art*  ^o\x  myfi 

)>erfor  seide  Gamelyn  haue  )>ou  crtstes  curs 

ffor  and  )>ow  were  maister.  I  8hul<$  haue  wors  876 

fforto  make  short*  tale  and  not*  to  longe 

He  ordeyned  hy?^  a  quest*  of  his  men  stronge 

)>e  lustise  and  ])e  Sirreue  bo)>  honged  hie 

To  weynen  wi)>  fe  ropes  and  )>e  winde  drye  880 

And  )>e  xij.  Sisours  sorowe  haue  )>at*  rekke 

Att  )>ei  were  honged  fast*  by  ]>e  nekke 

Jrus  ende)>  )>e  fals  knyjt*  wi])  his  trecherye 

Jmf  euere  had  lad  his  lif  in  falsnesse  and  folye  884 
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He  was  honged  by  ]»e  nek  and  not*  by  pe  purs 

fa.V  was  ]»e  mede  ))at*  lie  had  for  bis  faders  curs 

Sire  Otes  was  eldest  and  Gamelyn  was  jenge 

Wenten  to  her  frendes  /  and  passed  to  ])e  kinge  888 

pei  maden  pees  wi]>  pe  king*  of  pe  best*  sise 

Jje  king*  loued  wel  sir  Ote  &  made  by«i  iustise 

And  after  \>e  king*  made  Gamelyn  in  est  and  in  west 

l)Q  cbeef  Justice  of  bis  free  forest*  892 

Att  bis  wijf  jonge  men  pe  king*  forgaf  ber  gilf 

And  Bipen  in  good  office  p*  king*  ba))  hem  pilt* 

Tbus  wanne  Gamelyn  bis  land  and  bis  lede 

And  wreke  bim  on  bis  enemyes .  and  quytte  bem  ber  mede 

And  Sira  Ote  bis  bro]»eT  made  bim  bis  beire 

And  8i])en  wedded  gamelyn  a  wif  good  and  fains 

Tbey  lyued  to-gidere  J)e  wlule  fat*  cr/sf  wold 

And  si])en  was  Gamelyn  grauen  Tnder  molc^  900 

And  so  sbul  we  all  f  may  )>er  no  man  fle 

God  bring*  vb  to  Jat*  loye  J>at*  euer  sbal  be 

here  ende]>  pe  tale  of  pe  Coke.) 

[The  Prologue  and  Tale  of  the  Shijpman  follow,  without 
any  break  in  the  M8,'\ 
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The  Early  English  Text  Society  was  started  by  Mr  Fumivall  in  1864  for  the 
puipoae  of  bringing  the  mass  of  Old  English  Literature  within  the  reach  of  the 
ordinary  student,  and  of  wiping  away  the  reproach  under  which  England  had  long 
rested,  of  having  felt  little  interest  in  the  monuments  of  her  early  life  and  language. 

The  E.  E.  T.  Soc.  desires  to  print  in  its  Original  Series  the  whole  of  our  unprintcd 
MS  literature ;  and  in  its  Extra  Series  to  reprint  in  careful  editions  all  that  is  most 
Toluable  of  printed  MSS  and  early  printed  books. 

The  Society  has  issued  to  its  subscribers  110  Texts,  most  of  them  of  great  interest ; 
•  so  much  so  indeed  that  the  publications  of  its  first  two  years  have  been  reprinted, 
and  those  for  its  third  year,  1866,  will  follow. 

The  Subscription  is  £1  Is.  a  year  [and  £1  Is.  (Large  Paper,  £2  I2s.  6d.)  additional 
for  the  Extra  Series],  due  in  advance  on  the  Ist  of  January,  and  should  be  paid 
cither  to  the  Society's  Account  at  the  Head  Office  of  the  Union  Bank  of  London, 
Princes  Street,  E.G.,  or  by  Money  Order  (made  payable  at  the  Chief  Office,  London) 
to  the  Hon.  Secretarj',  Mr  W.  A.  Dalziel,  67,  Victoria  Uoad,  Finsbury  Park, 
London,  N. 

In  the  Original  Series,  the  Publications  for  1881  tcill  be  taken  from : — 
CATHOLICON  ANGLIGUM,  ed.  S.  J.  Herrtaok,  B.A.     [At  Press. 
MERLIN,  Part  IV,  containing  Preface,  Index,  and  Glossary.  Ed.  H.  B.  Wheatley. 
BEOWULF,  the  unique  MS.  autotyped  and  transliterated,  cd.  Prof.  Zupitza. 
KING  ALFRED'S  OROSIUS,  from  Lord  ToUemache's  9th  century  MS.,  ed.  II. 

Sweet,  M.A.     [At  Press. 
PIERS  PLOWMAN :  Notes,  Glo88ar\',  &c.     Part  II,  ed.  Rev.  Prof.  Skeat,  M.A. 
THE  OLDEST  ENGLISH  TEXTS,  CHARTERS,  &c.,  cd.  H.  Sweet,  M.A. 

[At  Press. 
GAWAYNE  POEMS,  ed.  F.  J.  Vipan,  M.A. 

WILLIAM  OF  NASSINGTON'S  MIRROR  OF  LIFE,  ed.  S.  J.  Herrtage,  B.A. 
ARCHBP.  THORESBY'S    CATECHISM,    &c.,  ed.   Rev.  Canon    Simmons. 

[At  Press. 
ALL  THE   EARLY  ENGLISH  VERSE   LIVES   OF  SAINTS,  ed.  Dr.  C. 

IIOUSTMANN. 

PILGRIMAGE  OF  THE  LYF  OF  MANHODE,  in  the  Northern  Dialect,  cd. 

S.  J.  Herutaoe,  B.A, 
ANGLO-SAXON    AND    EARLY    ENGLISH    PSALTERS,    ed.   W.    Aldis 

Wright,  M.A.,  and  J.  Wood. 
ANGLO-SAXON  METRICAL  LIVES  OF  SAINTS,  in  MS.  Cott.  Jul.  E  7., 

ed.  Rev.  Prof.  W.  W.  Skeat,  M.A.     [At  Press. 
EARLY  ENGLISH  HOMILIES,  13th  centurv,  ed.  Rev.  Dr.  R.  Morris. 
THE  RULE  OF  ST.  BENET :   6  Texts,  Anglo-Saxon,  Eariy  English,  Caxton, 

&c.,  ed.  Rev.  Dr.  R.  Morris. 
CURSOR  MUNDI.   Part  VI.   Introduction  and  Glossary,  ed.  Rev.  Dr.  R.  Morris. 
GOSPEL  OF  NICODEMUS,  ed.  Prop.  Wulcker. 

Those  for  1880  are  :— 

73.  THE  BLICKLING  HOMILIES,  971  A.D.,  ed.  Rev.  Dr.  R.  Morris.   Pt  III. 

74.  ENGLISH  WORKS  OF  WYCLIF,  hitherto  unprinted,  ed.  F.  D.  Matthew, 

Esq. 

In  the  Extra  Series^  the  Publications  for  1881  will  be  taken  from : —  ^ 
CHARLEMAGNE  ROMANCES:— 4.  LYF  OF  CHARLES   THE   GRETE, 

Part  II,  ed.  S.  J.  Herrtage,  B.A.     [At  Press. 
CHARLEMAGNE  ROMANCES  -.-6,  THE  TAILL  OF  RAUF  COLYEAR, 

cd.  Prop.  Trautmann.     [At  Press. 
CHARLEMAGNE  ROMANCES  :— 6.  THE  SOWDONE  OF  BABYLONE,  ed. 

Du.  E.  Hausknecht.     [At  Press. 
ANOTHER  ALLITERATIVE  ROMANCE  OF  ALEXANDER,  ed.  Rev.  Prof. 

W.  W.  Skeat,  M.A.,  and  J.  H.  Hessels,  Esq.     [At  Press. 
BARBOUR'S  BRUCE,  ed.  Rev.  W.  W.  Skeat.     Part  IV.    [At  Press. 
GUY  OF  WARWICK  (2  parallel  texts;  a  14th  cent,  or  Auchinleck  MS.  version  ; 

b  loth  cent,  or  Caius  Coll.  MS.),  edited  by  Prof.  Zupitza.     Part  I.     [At  Press. 
SIR  BEVIS  OF  HAMTON,  ed.  Dr.  E.  Kolbino. 
LONELICH'S  HOLY  GRAIL,  ed.  F.  J.  Furnivall,  M.A.    Part  V. 

Those  for  1880  are  ;— 
XXXV.  CHARLEMAGNE  ROMANCES  :— 2.  THE  SEGE  OFF  MELAYNE,    , 

SIR  OTUELL,  &c.,  ed.  S.  J.  Herrtage,  B.A.  IC 

XXXVL   CHARLEMAGNE  ROMANCES: -3.   LYF   OF  CHARLES   THE  ? 

GRETE,  Part  I,  ed.  S.  J.  Herrtage,  B.A. 
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was  p«;tabUslit  by  Mr  Fu  mi  vail,  on  the  completion  of  the  print  of  the  Percy  Folio 
AIS,  to  reprint  the  kno^\^l  collections  of  Ballads,  like  the  Roxburi^^he,  Bagford, 
Rawlinson,  Douce,  &c.,  and  to  print  HaUads  from  MSS,  and  books  illustratin)^ 
Ballad-History.  The  Ballad  Society  books  are  printed  in  demy  8vo,  like  those 
of  the  Early  Enirli!*h  Text  Society,  and  the  Percy  Folio  (but  on  toned  ^)aper  for 
the  sake  of  tlie  Wo(>d-cuts),  and  also  in  super-royal  8vo,  on  Whatman's  eighty- 
fehillin;^^  ribbed  paper.  The  subscription  for  the  demy  8vos  is  One  Guinea  a  year; 
that  for  the  royal  ribbed  papers  Three  Guimas,  The  sul)scrij)tions  date  from 
January  1,  1808.  The  Society's  books  are  not  on  Kde  separately  to  the  public. 
Twenty  have  been  issued. 

More  Members  and  Local  Secretaries  are  wanted. 

Subscriptions  should  be  paid  either  to  the  account  of  The  BaUad  Society  at  the 
^Mliancc  Bank,  Bartholomew  Lane,  London,  E.G.,  or  (by  Post  Otiice  Order,  pay- 
able at  the  Chief  OlKce,  E.G.)  to  the  lion.  Sec. — ■ 

AV.  A.  DALZIEL,  Esq., 

C7,  riclon'u  Jt(ff  Finshury  Tarl'y  iV". 

No.  1.  Ballads  and  Poems  fcom  Manuscripts.  Vol.  I,  Part  1,  on  the  Condition 
of  England  in  the  lleigns  of  Iknry  VIII.  and  Edw.  Vl.  (including  the  State 
of  the  Clerixy,  Monks,  and  Friars)  contains  (besides  a  loii}?  Introduction)  the 
foUowinjsr  poems,  &c. :  Now  a  Daves,  ab.  lo'20  a.d.  ;  Vox  T^puli  Vox  Dei,  a.d. 
1 047-8  ;  The  Knyn'  of  a  Beam'  ;  The  Imnsfe  of  Ypocresye,  a.d.  1533  ;  Aj^minst 
the  Blaspheminnf  Kutrlish  Lutherans  and  the  Poisonous  Draofon  Luther ;  The 
Spoiliiii^  of  the  Abbeys  ;  Tlie  Ovcrthrowe  of  the  Abbeys,  a  Tale  of  Robiu  Hood^  ; 
De  Monast^riis  Dirulis.     Edited  by  F.  J.  Fukmvall,  M.A.     18G8. 

No.  2.  Ballads  from  Manuscripts.  Vol.  I,  Part  2,  contains  Ballads  on  Wolsey, 
Atme  Boleyn,  Somerset,  Jiady  Jane  (ire)',  &c.,  with  an  Index  and  Glossnry,*ty 
J.  II.  Buek'liouse,  E>(|.,  and  Forewords  to  the  whole  Volume.  Edited  by  F.  J'. 
FUUNIVALL,  M.A.      1872. 

.No.  3,  10.  Ballads  from  Manuscripts.  Volume  II,  Part  1 :  The  Poore  Mans 
Pittance,  by  Richakd  Williams,  enntaynin<,'e  three  severall  subieefs  :  — (1.)  The 
tirste,  the  fall  and  eomplaynte  of  Anthonie  Babiuirlon,  whoe,  w/lh  others,  wearo 
executed  for  hi^'-he  treason  in  the  feildes  nere  lyneolus  Inne,  in  the  yeare  of  out 
lorde— loSO.  rl.)  The  seeonde  pontHVnes  the  life  and  Deathe  of  Boberte,  lorde 
Deverox,  Ivirle  of  i>>ex  :  whoe  was  beheaded  in  the  towre  of  london  on  ash- 
Wi-nsdiivf  niornynire,  .1-//?  — lOol.  '  (3.)  The  laste,  Intituled  "aeehimatio  patn<»," 
eoiitayuinge  the  honiJi[l  x'  treaHon  that  weare  pretend'  d  ag'aynste  yo«r  ^la/citie, 
to  be  donne  on  the  parliament  bowse  The  seeonde  [third]  veare  of  yoitv  Ma/>*t/* 
Uayjrne  \\m')\.  Edit.-d  by  F.  J.  Ft  umvall,  M.A.  1808.  Vol.' II,  Part  », 
eontainiuij  Ballads  on  (iueen  Elizabeth,  J■]s^eK,  Campion,  Drake,  Baleigh,  Iro- 
bisher,  Bacon,  etc.     Edited  by  AV.  11.  MuuriLL,  M.A.,  Oxford.      1873. 

No.  4,  o,  G,  8,  0,  12,  13.  The  Eoxburglie  Ballads,  Part  1  (1869),  Part  2  (1870), 
I'art  3  (1871).  Bart  -1  (1872),  Bait  .>  ,l^73;.  Bait  (>  (1871),  Ban  7  (187o),  Bart  8 
(1870),  with  j-lmrt  Notv's  l)v  AV.  Cuaitlll,  E.^q.,  and  copies  of  the  original 
Woodcuts  by  Mr  W.  H.  llnoi'i-n.     ISti'.). 

No.  7.  Captain  Cox,  his  Ballads  and  Books,  or,  Bor.nrr  Laxkham's  Letter: 

Wheariu  jtart  of  tlie  eiitci titininent  uiitoo  the  Queenz  Majoty  at  Killin,i^\v(»rth 
Ca.^tl,  in  Warwik  Sheer  in  this  Soomcrz  Broirre.'^s  .lo7').  is  !«iirnifiid;  from  a 
treend  ottieer  attendant  in  the  Court,  unto  hiz  iVeend,  a  Citizen  and  Mereliaunt 
of  Loiulou.  Be-edited.  witii  aceoinils  of  all  Captiin  Cox's  aee(-^ible  Boi)ks  Jind 
B:illad-,  and  a  e 'inp.ui>on  of  tlirru  with  tlinsu  in  the  Cuiiiplm/nt  of  iScotlandf, 
1.310  a.d.,  by  F.  J.  Flumv.vi.l,  M.A.     1871. 

Xo.  11.  Love-Poems  and  Hamourous  ones,  from  a  volume  in  the  British  Mu^^eum, 
edited  by  F.  J.  Fi  knivali..     1874. 

Xo.  14,  ir>,  If),  17.  The  Bagford  Ballads,  edited  bv  the  Brv.  J.  W.  Eii>wonTH, 
ALA.  Bart  1  (187n  ,  BarL- 2  and  3  (,1877),  Bait  4  ^1878);  ISupplement :  The 
Amanda  Group  (IHSOj. 

In  T/Ypamtior},  all  the  PfilUuh  hd'-lrif/  hcoi  copied. 

The  RoTburghe  Ballads.  With  short  Xotes  by  the  Bcv.  J.  W.  Ens>voUTir,  Parts 
1>  and  10,  t<u-  1881.  *  (^     [^it  JWss. 

The  Civil  War  and  Protectorate  Ballads.  Edited  bv  the  ittT.^;?^  w!  Ehswoiith, 
M.A. 
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Editor  in  Chief:— Dr  F.  J.  Furnivall,  3,  St  George's  Squftre,  Primrose  Hill,  N.W. 
Hon,  See.  .*— W.  A.  Dalziel,  Esq.,  67,  Victoria  Road,  Finsbury  Park,  London,  N. 

THE  CHAUCER  SOCIETY'S  PUBLICATIONS. 

To  do  honour  to  Chaucer,  and  to  let  the  lovers  and  students  of  him  see  how  far  the 
best  unprinted  Manuscripts  of  his  works  differd  from  the  printed  texts,  tJiis  Societj 
WHS  founded  in  1868.  There  were  then,  and  are  still,  many  questions  of  metro,  pm- 
nuiiciation,  orthography,  and  etymology  yet  to  be  settled,  for  which  more  prints  of 
Manuscripts"were  and  are  wanted ;  and  it  is  hardly  too  much  to  say  that  every  Ihie 
of  Chaucer  contains  points  that  need  reconsideration.  The  founder  (I)r  Furnivall) 
began  with  The  Cauterbitry  I'nletf^  and  has  given  of  them  (in  parallel  columns  in 
Royal  4to)  six  of  the  best  theretofore  unpi;inted  Manuscripts  known.  Inasmuch  as 
the  parallel  arrangement  necessitated  the  alteration  of  the  places  of  certain  tales  in 
some  of  the^MSS,  a  print  of  each  MS  has  been  issued  separately,  following  the  ordor 
of  its  original. .  The  first  six  MSS  printed  have  been :  the-Ellesniere  (by  leave  of  the 
Earl  pf  EUesmere) ;  the  HengwTt  (by  leave  of  .W.  W.  E.  Wynne,  Esq.) ;  the  Camb. 
Univ.  Libr.,  MS  Gg.  4.  27';  the  Con^us,  Oxford ;  the  Petworth  (by  leave  of  Lord 
Leconfield) ;  and  the  Lansdowne  851  (Brit.  Mua.).    The  Harleian  7334  has  followd. 

Of  Chaucer's  Minor  Po^ww,— the  MSS  of  which  are  generally  later  than  the  best 
MSS  of  the  Canterbury  Tales, — all  the  available  MSS  have  been  printed,  so  as  to 
secure  all  the  existing  evidence  for  the  true  text. 

The  Troilus  Parallel-Text  from  the  3  best  MSS  has  been  issued,  and  a  4tli  MS  text 
of  it  with  the  euglisht  Boccaccio  Comparison. 

T»>  secure  the  fidelity  and  uniform  treatment  of  the  texts,'  Dr  F.  J.  FumivaU  hatt 
road  and  ynW  read  all  M'ith  their  MSS. 

Antottjpea  of  most  of  the  best  Chaucer  MSS  have  been  puiblisht. 

The  Society's  publications  are  issued  in  two  Series,  of  which  tlie  first  contains  the 
d liferent  texts  of  Chaucer's  works;  and  the  Second,  such  originals  of  and  essays  on 
tliese  as  can  be  procured,  with  other  illustrative  treatises,  and  Supplementary  I'alea. 

Messrs  Triibner  &  Co.,  of  57  &  59,  Ludgate  Hill,  London,  E.C.,  are  the  Society's 

^^ubli»hers.  Messrs  R.  Clay  and  Sons  of  Bungay  its  printers,  and  the  Alliance  Bank. 
l:irtholomew  Lane,  London,  E.C.,  its  bankers.  The  yearly  subscription,  whicli 
c<instituteH  Membership,  is  two  guineas,  due  on  everj'  Ist  January,  beginning  witli 
Jan.  I,  1868.  More  Members  are  wanted.  All  the'Socictt/'B  riihlications  van  atiii 
he  had.     ThoJte  of  the  Jimt  year  have  beeuweprinted. 

Prof.  Child,  of  Harvard  College,  Cambridge,  Massachusetts,  is  the  Societ^^'s  Honor* 
ary  Secretary  for  America.  Members'  name8  and  subscriptions  may  be  sent  to  the 
Publishers,  or  to  the  Honorary  Secretary, 

\V.  A.  DALZIEL,  Esq.,  67,  Victoria  Jioad,  I^ntthury  Parky  LondMt,  X. 

FIRST  SERIES, 
The  Society's  issue  for'  1868,  in  the  Firit  Series,  is, 

I.  The  Prologue  and  Knight's  Tale,  of  the  Canterbury'  Tales,  in  6  para  I)  el 
Texts  (from  the  6  MSS  named  below),  together  with  Tables,  showing  the 
Groups  of  the  Tales,  and  their  varying  oi^er  in  38  MSS  of  the  Tales,  and 
in  o  old  printed  editions,  and  also  Specimens  from  several  MSS  of  tlie 
*'  Moveable  Prologues"  of  the  Canterbury  Tales, — The  Shipman's  Prologu*-, 
and  Franklin's  Prologue, — when  moved  from  their  right  places,  and  of  the 
Substitutes  for  them.  (The  Six- Text,  Part  I.) 
II.  The  Prologue  and  Knight's  Tale  from  the  EUesmere    MS.  Part  I. 

III.  „  „  „  „  „      „      „     Ilengwrt       „     154  „    „ 

IV.  „  „  „  „  „     ,,      „    Cambridge    „    Gg.  4.  2?    „    „ 
V.    „          „          „          „  „      „      „    Corpus  „     Oxford       „    „ 

VI.     „  „  „  „  „      „      „    Petworth      „       ^  „    „ 

VII.    „  „  „  „  „      „      „     Lansdowne   „    851  „    „ 

separate  issues  of  the  Texts  forming  Part  I  of  the  Six- Text  edition.) 

The  issue  for  1869,  in  the  First  Series,  is, 
VIII.  The  Miller's,  Reeve's,  and  Cook's  Tales:   EUesmere  MS.' 
IX.     „         „  „  „        „  „        Heng\vTt     „ 

X.     „         „  „  „        „  „        Cambridge  „ 

XI.     ,)         ,y  ,)  ))        t,  ),        Corpus        „ 

XII.     „         „  „  „        „  „        Petworth    „ 

XIII.     „         ,)  f}  )}        ft  y,        Lansdowne,,    4 

[separate  issues  of  the  Texts  forming  the  Six-Text,  Part  II,  No.  XIV.) 
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[NOTICE— As  the  order  of  the  Tales  after  the  Man 
of  Law's  in  the  Fetworth  MS  differs  from  the  order  adopted 
for  the  Six-Text,  no  further  issne  of  the  separate  print  of 
the  Petworth  MS  will  take  place  until  the  8quire^8  Tale  is 
issued  in  its  proper  order  in  the  Six-Text^  according  to  the 
following  scheme : — 


reMtof 
Group  B 

Group  0< 

Group  I>< 

Group  Xj 
Group  F< 

Group  O  < 

Group  JL 
Grotrp   I 


iMeUbeus 
Monk 
Aun's  PrioMt 

Doctor 
Pardonor 

Wife  of  Bath 

IHar 

Bummoner 

dork 
Merchant 

SQUIRE 
FramkUn 

Second  Nun 
Canon'e  Teoman 

Manciple 

Panon 


Petworth  MS, 


Group  V  1 
Group  "B  2 


Group  B 


SQUIRE 

Merchant 

Wife 
Friar 
Summonor 

Clerk 

Franklin 

Second  Nun 
Canan'e  Yeoman 

Doctor 
Pardoncf 

Thopae 
Melibeue 
Monk 
Nun's  Priest 

Manciple 

Parson    ] 
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IT  Andc<»toqr74,6ac*] 
Thus  gymiej^  ^  prologe  of  ^e  shipman 

Nowe  frendes  seide  our  hoost*  so  dere  f  tim  Pniost. 

How  like])  30U  by  lohfi  ^e  pardonere 
ffor  he  ha])  ynbokeled  wel  pe  nude 

He  ha^  vs  iolde  113^  a  thrifty  tale  4 

As  touchingf  of  mysgouemaunce 
I  piey  to  god  3eue  hym  good  chaimche 
As  je  han  heid  of  ])ise  retoures  pre 

Now  gentil  Maiynere  hertely  I  preye  pe  8 

Telle  YB  a  good  tale  and  ^af  ri3t  anoft 
If  shal  be  done  by  god  &  by  seint*  lohn 
Seide  p\a  marinere  as  wel  as  euer  I  can 
And  ri3t  anoon  his  tale  he  bygan .  12 

f  Thns  end6>  ^e  prologe  of  pe  diipmaiL 

[No  gap  in  the  MS."] 
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§  4.    THE  SHIPMAN'S  TALE. 


And  here  bygynnej)  ^e  shipman  tale  [<m  2«^74»  badt] 

AMarchaunt*  whilom  dwelled  in  seynf  denys 
Jjat*  riche  was  for  whicR  men  held  hyw  wys 
A  wif  he  had  of  excellent*  bewte 
And  companable  and  reuerent*  was  she 
Which  is  a  fing*  ]>af  cause])  more  dispence 
Jjan  worj)  is  al  Jie  chere  and  reuerence  1196 

])at*  men  hem  done  at*  feestes  and  at*  daunces 
such  salutacions  and  countenat^nces 
Passe})  as  do])  pe  shadowe  ypoii  a  w£^ 
But*  woo  is  hym  fat  payen  mote  for  £^1  1200 

The  Sely  husbond  algate  he  mot*  paye 
He  mote  vs  clo])e  and  vs  aray 

ffor  his  owne  worship  richely  pear  75] 

In  which  aray  we  dauncen  lolily  1204 

And  if  faf  he  may  not*  perauenture 
Or  eUis  list  noon  such  spence  endure 
But*  ])enke])  ])at*  it*  is  waast*  and  ylost* 
])an  mote  ano])er  paien  for  pe  cost*  1208 

Or  lene  vs  gold  and  ])at*  is  perilous 
This  noble  marchaunt*  helde  a  noble  hous 
ffor  which  he  had  alday  greto  repayre 
ffor  his  largesse  and  for  his  wif  was  faire  1212 

])at*  wonder  is  but*  herkenej)  to  my  tale 
Amonge  all  his  gestis .  grete  and  smale 
Ther  was  a  monk  a  faire  man  and  a  bol() 
I  trowe  XXX**.  wynter  he  was  olde  1216 

That*  euer  in  oon  was  drowing*  to  fat*  place 
])is  yonge  monk  fat*  was  so  faire  of  face 
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Aqueynted  was  so  mp  f&i?  good  man 

[ 1220 


no  gap  in  the  M&] 

And  eke  ^is  monke  of  whicti  I  byganne  1224 

Were  bof  twoo  ybom  in  oo  vilage 

pe  monke  hym  cleymed  as  for  cosynage 

And  lie  ajein  sei})  nof  ones  nay 

Buf  was  as  glad  })erof  as  foule  of  day  1228 

ffor  to  his  herf  it*  was  a  grete  plesafice 

Thus  bene  ^i  knyuf  wi]»  eteme  aliance 

And  eche  of  hem  gan  o]>er  ensure 

Of  breferode  fe  whiles  her  lif«  may  dure  1232 

f&ee  was  dafi  lohn  and  namely  of  dispence 

As  in  faif  hous  and  ful  of  diligence 

To  do  plesaunce  and  also  grete  costage 

He  formate  nof  to  ^eue  ^e  lesf  page  1236 

In  alle  |)af  hous  but*  after  her  degre 

He  3aue  pe  loni  and  si|»en  his  Mayne 

Whan  ^at*  he  came  some  maner  honest  ^ing* 

flbr  which  fei  were  as  glad  of  his  commyng*  1240 

As  foule  is  fayne  whan  ^e  sonne  vpriseth 

Ko  more  herof  as  nowe  for  fis  suflSseJ) 

But*  so  byfelle  f  is  marchaunf  on  a  day 

Shope  hym  to  make  redy  his  aray  [leat  75,  bock] 

Towarde  pe  toune  of  Brugges  for  to  fare 

To  byen  J>er  a  porciown  of  ware 

ffor  which  he  ha{)  to  Paris  senf  anon 

A  massagere  and  preied  ha])  dafi  lohn  1248 

^at*  he  shuld  come  to  seynt*  denys  to  pleyn 

Wif  hym  and  wif  his  wif  a  day  or  tweyfl 

Or  he  to  brugges  went*  in  al  wise 

This  noble  monk  of  which  I  30U  devise  1 252 

Ha)^  of  his  abbot*  as  hym  lisf  licence 

Bycause  he  was  a  man  of  high  p?vedence 
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And  eke  an  o£Gicere  ouf  foito  ride 

To  seen  her  graunges  and  her  beemes  wide  1256 

And  vnto  seint  denys  he  comme^  anotk 

Who  was  so  welcome  as  my  Ion)  da&  I<^ 

Our  dere  cosyn  ful  of  cortesie 

With  him  broa3t<  he  a  lubhe  of  Malueeie  1260 

And  eke  anopet  ful  of  fyfie  Temage 

As  volatile  as  ay  was  his  his  Tsage 

And  pMB  I  laf  hem.  .ete.  ho^  drink*  and  playe 

This  merchannf  and  ^is  monk  a  day  or  twaye  1264 

The  .i\j.  day  fia  Marchaonte  vp  arise]^ 

And  on  his  nede  sadly  hym  aviseth 

And  vp  into  his  counter  hous  go^  he 

To  rekne  wi^  him  self  as  wel  may  be  1268 

Of  ^ilk  3ere  hou  fe^  it*  'wif  hym  stode 

And  how  he  despended  had  his  good 

And  ^if  ^at*  he  encresed  were  or  nofi 

His  bokes  and  his  baggee  mony  oft  1272 

He  lei})  to-fore  him  on  his  countyng*  boon) 

fful  riche  was  his  tresour  and  his  hon) 

ffor  whiche  ful  £risf  his  counter  door  he  shette 

And  eke  he  nolcl  ^t*  no  man  shul()  hytn  letlK)  1276 

Of  his  acomptes  for  ])e  mene  tyme 

And  ^us  he  sitte  til  if  was  passed  prtme 

Dan  lohfL  was  risen  in  ^e  morowe  also 

And  in  )>e  Gardyne  walked  to  and  fro  1280 

And  ha]}  his  ^ingges  seide  ful  curteisly  pear  76] 

This  good  wif  come  walking*  prively 

Into  ))e  Gardyne  ^er  he  walked  soft* 

And  hym  salueth  as  he  ha|)  dotl  ful  oft*  1284 

A  mayden  childe  cam  in  her  companye 

Which  as  hure  lusf  she  may  gouem  and  gye 

ffor  ^if  vndere  fe  jeerd  was  f e  mayde 

0  deer  Cosyn  myn  dafi  lohfl  she  seide  1288 

Whaf  eilej)  jou  so  rathe  to  arise 

I^ece  quod  he  it*  au^f  ynough  sufBse 
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Y.  homes  forto  slepe  vpon  a  n jjt 

Buf  if  were  for  an  olde  palled  wi^f  1292 

As  ben  piae  wedded  men  {)af  lye  and  dare 

As  in  a  forme  sitte  a  weiy  bare 

Were  al  for-straugbf  wijy  hoimdes  grete  and  smale 

Buf  dere  nece  whi  befl  ^e  so  pale  1296 

I  trowe  certes  ^af  oure  good  man 

Ha^  30W  labored  sip  fe  nygbf  bygan 

Thaf  30U  were  nede  to  resten  bastely 

And  wi^  fekif  word  he  lough  ful  merely  1300 

And  of  his  owne  ycrn^i^  he  wex  al  rede 

This  faire  wif  gan  to  shake  hex  hede 

And  seide  pua  /  ^e  god  wote  al  quod  she 

Kay  Cosin  myne  it*  stonf  not*  so  vrip  me  1304 

ffor  by  ^at*  god  })at*  jane  me  sanle  and  lif 

In  aH  })e  rewme  of  fraunce  is  per  no  wif 

^at*  lasse  lusf  h&p  to  do  j>af  sorie  play 

for  I  may  syngen  alas  and  wele  away  1308 

That*  I  was  bom  buf  no  wijf  quod  she 

I  dar  nof  tellen  how  if  stanf  wi^  me 

werfore  I  penk*  oaf  of  pia  lond  to  wende 

Or  ellis^  of  my  self  to  make  an  ende  1312 

So  ful  I  am  of  drede  and  eke  of  care 

^is  monk*  bygan  ypon  pia  wif  to  stare 

A  saide  alas  nay  nece  god  forbede 

^f  30  for  eny  sorowe  or  eny  drede  1316 

iforto  joure  self  buf  telle)»  me  jour  greet  [leaf  7o»t»ck] 

Perauenture  I  may  in  joure  meschief 

Conseile  or  helpe  and  }>erfor  telle]^  me 

Alle  jour  avis  for  if  shal  be  secre  1320 

ffor  on  my  portoos  I  make  an  o]ye 

^af  neuere  in  my  lif<  for  leef  ne  lo]^ 

Ke  shal  I  of  no  coimsaile  jou  by-wrey 

pe  same  ajein  to  jou  quod  she  I  seie  1324 

By  god  and  by  ]>is  portoos  I  swere 

pel  men  me  wold  al  into  peces  tere 
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Ne  ahsl  I  neuer  forto  goo  to  helle 

Bywrey  a  woixJ  of  fing*  J>af  je  me  telle  1328 

Noojf  for  no  cosinage  ne  alliance 

But*  yeirely  for  lone  aiid  afiSance 

Thus  bene  ^i  sworn  and  here  ypon  kisf 

And  eche  of  hem  toldf  o)>er  whaf  hem  list*  13«S2 

Cosyn  quod  she  if  I  had  a  space 

As  I  hane  non  namely  in  ])is  place 

fan  wold  I  tellen  a  legend  of  my  liT 

}&if  I  sufiGced  haue  si))  I  was  a  wif*  1336 

Wtt^  myn  hushond  al  f  oogh  he  be  ^our  cosyil 

Nay  quod  f  is  monke  by  god  ^  by  seinf  Martyn) 

He  nys  no  more  Cosyn  vnto  me 

J9an  is  pis  leef  ))at*  honge])  on  pe  tree  1340 

I  depe  hym  so  by  seint*  denys  in  ffrannce 

To  haue  pe  more  cause  of  a-queyntaunc^ 

Of  30we  Je  whicli  I  haue  loued  specialy 

A-bouen  al  wommen  sikerly  1344 

J)is  swere  I  30U  on  my  professiown 

TeUeJ)  jour  greef  lesf  he  come  adown 

And  haste})  30U  and  goof  joure  way  anofi 

My  dere  loue  quod  she  o  dafi  lohn  1348 

Iful  leef  me  were  p\a  counsaile  to  hide 

But  ouf  it*  mote  /  it*  may  no  lengere  bide 

My  husbond  is  to  me  fe  worst*  man 

fat*  euer  was  sif  fis  world  bygan  1352 

But*  sifen  I  am  a  wif  it*  sitte  not*  to  me  [i««f  77] 

To  telle  no  wight*  of  our  pnuete 

Neifer  in  bedde  ne  in  noon  ofer  place 

God  shild  I  shuld  telle  it*  for  his  grace  1356 

A  wif  ne  shuld  not*  seye  of  her  husbond 

But*  al  honure  as  I  can  ynderstonde 

Saue  vnto  30U  ))us  moche  telle  I  shal 

As  helpe  me  god  he  nys  not*  worf  at*  al  1360 

In  no  degre  J>e  valewe  of  a  flee 

But*  jif  me  greuef  most*  his  nygarde 
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And  wel  ^e  wote  ^f  wommen  naturelly 

desirenjongges.  sex  as  welas  I.  1364 

fei  wolden  ^t*  her  hosbondf  shuld  be 

Hardy  and  wise .  liche  and  )>erto  free 

And  boxom  to  his  wif  and  fress^  abedde 

Buf  by  faf  ilk  lord  Jaf  for  vs  bledde  1 368 

ffor  his  honours  my  self  to  aray 

A  Bonday  next*  I  mote  pay 

An  C.  &ankes  or  ellis  am  I  loifi 

Jit?  were  me  leuere  Jaf  I  were  vnborfl  1372 

^an  me  were  done  a  sclannder  or  yilanye 

And  if  myn  hnsbonde  eke  myjt*  espie 

I  neie  but*  lost  and  J)erfor  I  30U  prey 

lene  me  ^is  somtne  and  eUis  mote  I  dey  1376 

Danne  lohii  I  seie  lene  me  ^ise  hundred  fiankes 

Parde  I  wold  nof  faile  f  e  my  ^onkes 

If  ^t?  30U  lust  to  do  f  af  I  30U  pray 

ffor  a  certeyn  day  I  wil  30W  pay  1380 

And  to  do  30U  what*  plesaunce  and  seruyse 

Jiaf  I  may  do  right  as  jou  list*  devise 

And  but*  I  do  god  take  on  me  vengeance 

As  foule  as  had  genylofl  of  ffiraunce  1 384 

This  gentil  monke  answerd  in  ^is  mane^'e 

Nowe  trewly  myn  owne  lady  dere 

I  haue  quod  he  on  30W  so  gretea  roufe 

J»f  I  jowe  swere  and  plijf  30U  my  trouje  1388 

Thaf  whan  3oure  husbonde  is  to  fflaundres  fare    De«f  n.  bMk] 

I  wil  delyuere  30we  out*  of  fis  worldes  care 

I  wil  bringen  30U  an  C.  frankes 

And  wij  fat*  he  kaught*  hxae  by  fe  shankes  1392 

And  hire  enbrased  harde  and  kissed  off 

Gof  now  ^oure  way  quod  he  al  stille  and  solV 

And  lat*  vs  dyne  as  sone  as  eu^-e  30  may 

ffor  by  my  children  it  is  prime  of  day  1396 

Grojj  nowe  and  hep  as  trewe  as  I  shal  be 

Nowe  ellis  god  forbede  sire  quod  she 

PETWORTH   Xei    (6-T,  173) 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


8IX-TBXT   174 

162  CHaoup  B.  §  4.  8hipman*8  talk.  Pe^worfh  US. 

And  foT)>  slie  goo^  as  lelous  as  a  pye 

And  had  ^e  Cokes  {)af  pel  shold  hem  Iiie  1400 

So  ]7af  men  my3t*  dyne  and  ^at*  anofi 

Vp  to  her  huebond  is  f  is  wif  gofl 

And  knokkejy  af  his  counter  boldely 

Quy  la  quod  he .  Peter  it*  am  I  1404 

Quod  she  what*  howe  longe  wol  je  fast* 

How  longe  tyme  wil  je  rekken  and  cast* 

5oure  sommes  joure  bokes  and  ^oure  ^ingges 

pe  deuel  haue  parf  on  al  suche  rekenyngges  1408 

je  han  ynogh  parde  of  goddes  sonde 

Come  doune  to  day  and  laf  yyuie  bagge  stond^ 

Ke  be  30  nof  ashamed  )yaf  dafi  lohfl 

Shal  fasting*  al  Jiis  day  elenge  ga&  1412 

What*  lat*  Ys  here  masse  and  go  dyne 

Wiff  quod  pia  man  litel  canst*  ]K)n  deryne 

Je  Curious  bysynes  Jaf  we  haue 

ffor  of  YS  Chapmen  so  god  me  saue  1416 

And  by  p&V  lord  ^af  called  is  seinf  yve 

Scai'cely  amonges  .xy.  tweyn  shul  ]niye 

Contynuely  lasting*  ynto  our  age 

We  may  wel  make  chere  and  good  visage  1420 

And  drive  for})  ^e  world!  as  it*  may  be 

And  kepen  our  astate  in  pnuete 

Til  we  be  dede  or  ellis  ^af  we  pleye 

A  pilgrymage  or  gon  out*  of  ^e  weye  1424 

And  J^erfor  haue  I  grete  necessite  Dttis] 

Vpon  ]>is  queynf  world  to  avise  me 

ffor  euermore  we  mote  stonde  in  drede 

Of  happe  and  fortune  in  our  chapmanhede  1428 

To  fflaundres  wil  I  goo  to  morowe  at*  day 

And  come  a3ein  as  sone  as  eu^'e  I  may 

flfor  which  my  dere  wif  I  J>e  biseke 

As  be  to  euery  wight*  buxom  and  meke  1432 

And  forto  kepe  our  good  be  Curious 

And  honestly  goueme  wel  oure  hous 
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Thow  hast*  nowe  in  euezj  manor  wise 

ftki^  to  a  puifty  husbonde  may  sufi^  1436 

])e  lacke})  noon  araye  ne  no  vitaile 

Of  siluere  in  J^i  puis  ]k)u  maist*  nof  faile 

And  vrip  fa.i?  worde  his  counter  door  lie  shette 

And  donne  he  gof  no  lenger  noldf  he  lette  1440 

And  hastely  a  masse  was  )>eie  saide 

And  spedely  ]>e  tables  were  ylade 

And  to  ^e  dyner  fast*  ^ei  hem  spedde 

And  lichely  ^is  monke  ^e  chapman  fedde  1444 

And  after  dynere  dann  loBn  soberly 

This  Chapman  toke  arpart^  al  pn'uely 

he  seide  him  prxa  Cosyn  if  stonde^  soo 

)Mtf  wel  I  see  to  brugges  je  wil  goo  1448 

God  and  seint*  Anstyn  speke  30a  and  gide 

I  prei  }ou  Cosyn  wisly  faf  je  ride 

Goueme^  jou  also  of  ^onre  diete 

And  temperaly  and  namely  in  |>is  hete  1452 

Bitwix  vs  twey  nede^  no  stronge  fare 

flare  wel  Cosyn  god  kepe  30a  fro  care 

^if  eny  J^inge  J>er  be  by  day  or  by  nyjf 

If  if  ligge  in  my  power  and  in  my  my^f  1 456 

})af  30  me  wil  commannde  in  ony  wise 

If  shal  be  do&  ii3f  as  36  wil  devise 

Oon  ^ing<  er  ^af  36  go£L  if  pat  3it  may  be 

I  wol(J  prei  30U  forto  lene  me  1460 

An  C  f&ankes  for  a  weke  or  twey 

ffbr  certeyn  beestes  I  mof  beye 

To  store  wip  a  place  faf  is  owres  D«rf  w,  b«cic] 

(rod  helpe  me  so  1  wolde  if  were  30ures  1464 

I  shal  nof  faile  swerly  of  my  day 

Noigf  for  a  Mi  fcankes  a  myleway 

Buf  laf  J>is  l^inge  be  secre  I  30U  prey 

And  god  of  heuene  spede  3on  in  3onre  weye  1 468 

And  fare  nowe  wele  myn  owne  cosyn  dere 

Graunf  mercy  of  30ure  cosf  &  of  30ure  chere 
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This  noble  Mercliaunt*  gentely  anoil 

Answerde  and  seide .  0  coeyn  da&  lohn  1472 

Nowe  sikerly  ])is  is  a  smal  request* 

My  golf  is  joures  whan  ])af  30U  lesf 

And  not*  oonly  my  gold  but*  my  chaffare 

Take  what*  30a  lest*  god  shilde  ^af  ^e  spare  1476 

But*  00  ])mge  is  je  knowe  if  wel  ynog& 

Of  Chapmen  ])af  her  money  is  her  plou^e 

We  may  creaunce  while  we  haue  a  name 

Buf  goldelees  forto  be  is  no  game  1480 

Paye  if  ajein  whan  if  litti  in  ^oure  ese 

Aflere  ^onre  my^f  fayn  wold  I  30a  plese 

Thise  hundred  firankes  he  fette  for])  anofl 

And  pnuely  he  toke  if  to  dan  lo^  1484 

No  wijf  in  al  ])is  world  wisf  of  fis  lone 

Sauyng*  ^is  merchaunf  and  dafi  lohn  allone 

pei  dronken  and  romen  and  gofi  to  pleye 

Til  >af  dan  John  ride>  to  his  abbay  1 488 

))e  mom  come  and  for])  yia  merchaunte  ride]) 

To  fflaundres  ward  his  prentis  wel  hy?n  gide]) 

Til  he  came  into  brugges  merely 

Kow  go))  piB  merchaunf  fasf  and  bisily  1492 

Aboute  his  nede  and  bie))  and  creaunse)) 

He  nei])er  pleie))  at  pe  dis  ne  daunse)) 

Buf  as  a  merchaunf  shortely  forto  telle 

he  lad  his  lif  and  ^er  I  lete  hym  dwelle  1 496 

IT  The  sonday  nexf  ^e  me^-chaunf  was  a-gon 

To  seynt  Denys  y-commen  is  dan  lohn 

Wif  croune  and  berde  fressfe  and  newe  yshaue 

In  al  ^e  hous  ))er  nas  so  lite  a  knaue  [leaf  79] 

Ne  no  wi^f  elHs  ^af  he  nas  fayn 

ffor  paf  my  lord  daun  lohn  was  come  a3ayn 

And  shortely  to  her  poynf  forto  gon 

This  faire  wif  acorde))  to  daun  lohn  1504 

And  for  piae  hundred  frankes  he  shuld  al  nyjl* 

Uaue  her  in  his  armes  bolf  vpri^f 
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And  pia  acoide  perfourmed  was  in  dede 

In  myrtH  al  ny3t»  a  bysy  lif  fei  lede  1508 

Til  if  was  day  ])at<  dafl  lohfi  wenf  liis  way 

And  bad  ye  mayne  iaiQ  wele  and  haue  good  day 

ffor  noon  of  hern  ne  no  wi^t  in  ]>e  tonn 

Han  of  dafi  lohii  none  sospecioun  1512 

And  for]>  lie  ride])  home  to  his  abbaye 

Or  wher  hym  Insf  no  more  of  hym  I  saie 

IT  This  marchannf  whan  ))af  ended  was  ^e  fare 

To  seinf  Denys  he  gan  forto  repare  1516 

And  wij)  his  wif  he  make^  feesf  and  chere 

And  telle^  her  psiif  chaffaie  is  so  dere 

pB,V  nedes  most*  he  make  a  cheuysance 

ffor  he  was  bonnden  in  a  reconysaflce  1520 

To  pay  XX**.  )»ousand  sheldes  anon 

ffor  which  Jas  marchaunf  is  wont»  to  goft 

To  borowe  of  certeyfl  frendes  pat  he  hadde 

A  certeyn  fifrannkes  and  somme  wtt^  hym  he  ladde     1524 

And  whan  he  was  come  into  ]»  toun 

ffor  greet*  cheerte  and  grete  aifecciotm 

Vnto  dan  lohn  him  firsf  he  go  J  to  pley 

Noujf  for  to  borowe  of  hym  no  money  1528 

Buf  forto  witf  and  see  of  his  welfare 

And  for  to  tellen  him  of  his  chaffare 

As  fiendes  done  whan  fei  ben  mette  in  fere 

Dan  lohn  ^im  make^  feest  and  mery  chere  1532 

And  he  him  told  ajein  ful  specialy 

Howe  he  had  bou3f  fol  wel  &  grodonsly 

Thonked  be  god  al  hole  his  merchaundyse 

Sane  J»f  he  mosf  in  al  manere  wise         Ci*»f  w,  bwk]     1536 

Maken  a  chevisaunce  as  for  his  beste 

And  fan  shulc}  he  be  in  loye  and  reste 

Dan  lohn  answenJ  Certes  I  am  fayn 

Jaf  je  in  hele  be  cowmen  home  j^eyn 

And  if  Jaf  I  were  riche  as  haue  I  blisse 

Of  xx*»  Mf .  sheldes  shuldesf  povL  nof  mysse 
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ffor  36  so  kindely  ]>ia  opei  day 

Lenf  me  gold  and  as  I  can  and  maye  '  1544 

I  ])onke  30U  by  god  and  by  seint*  lame 

But<  na]>eleeB  I  toke  vnto  onr  dame 

jouie  wif  af  home  ]>e  same  gold  ajein 

Vpon  joure  benche  she  wote  i1^  wel  eerteyfi  1548 

By  certeyne  tokens  ])af  I  can  her  telle 

Kow  by  jour  leue  I  may  no  lenger  dwelle 

Our  abbof  wil  ont*  of  ]hs  totm  anofi 

And  in  his  company  I  mot<  go&  1553 

Grete  wele  our  dame  myn  owene  neoe  swete 

And  fare  wele  dere  cosyn  to  we  mete 

IT  This  Marchaunf  wi])  J»at*  was  f ul  ware  atki  wys 

Creaunsed  ha))  and  eke  paide  in  Paris  1556 

To  certeyn  lumbardes  redy  in  her  handes 

This  some  of  gold  and  gate  of  hem  pQ  bandes  / 

And  home  he  go^  mery  as  a  popeniaye 

ffor  wel  he  knewe  he  stood  in  sucb  araye  1560 

]>at*  nedes  most*  he  wynne  in  sucb  a  viage 

A  ))Ousand  frankes  aboue  al  his  costage 

His  wif  ful  redy  mette  hym  at*  fe  gate 

As  she  was  wonf  of  olde  vsage  algate  1564 

And  all  )»af  nyjf  in  myrtha  J)ei  bysette 

ffor  he  was  riche  and  deerly  ouf  of  dette 

IT  Whan  if  was  day  ^ia  nwrchaunt*  gan  enbrace 

His  wif  al  newe  and  kissed  hiz'  on  hii*  face  1568 

And  yp  he  go^e  and  make^  if  wonder  toogb 

Ko  more  quod  she  by  god  je  haue  ynogh 

And  wantonly  c^ein  wi])  hym  she  pleide 

Til  af  pe  laaV  >af  ])is  marchaunf  seide  Dwf  m]      1572 

By  god  quod  he  I  am  a  Htel  wrotK 

WiJ)  30U  my  wif  al-J)0  it*  be  me  lotfi 

And  wote  je  why  by  god  as  ^t*  I  gesae 

ffor  30  haue  made  a  manere  stnmngenesBe  1576 

Bytwixen  me  and  my  cosyn  daun  lohn 

3e  shuld  bane  warned  me  er  I  had  gofi 
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|>af  he  had  30U  an  hundred  fetunkes  paide 

B7  redy  token  and  he  hjm  held  euel  paide  1580 

ffor  ])af  I  to  him  spake  of  cheuysance 

Me  semed  so  as  by  his  conntenaace 

Buf  na]>e-lees  by  god  heuen  kinge 

I  ^ojf  not*  to  axe  of  hym  no  fixkgQ  1584 

I  prey  ye  wif  ne  do  no  more  soo 

Telle  me  alway  er  ^at^  I  fro  ))e  goo 

If  eny  dettour  ha^  in  mjn  absence 

Ypaide  fe  lesf  ^oigh  ^ine  negligence  1588 

I  my^f  him  axe  as  ping  ))af  he  h&p  paide 

This  wif  was  nof  afferd  ne  affraied . 

Bot^  boldely  sche  seide  and  p&V  anofl 

Mary  I  diffie  ]»if  fals  monk  dan  lohn .  1592 

I  kepe  nof  of  his  tokens  neuer  a  dele 

He  toke  me  certeyn  gold  ]>is  wote  I  wele 

Whaf  euel  thedom  on  his  monkes  snoute 

ffor  god  if  wote  I  went*  wi]H)uf  doute  1596 

^f  he  had  joue  if  me  by  cause  of  30we 

To  do  fei-yrip  myn  honure  and  my  prowe 

ffor  Cosynage  and  eke  for  bale  chere 

^f  he  ha]>  hadde  ful  often  tyme  here  1600 

£uf  si^en  I  see  I  stonde  in  such  disioynf 

I  wil  answere  30U  shortely  to  pe  poynf 

3e  haue  moo  sclakker  dettot^i's  pan  am  I 

for  I  wil  pay  jow  wel  and  redely  1604 

ffro  day  to  day  and  if  so  be  I  faile 

I  am  joure  wif  score  if  on  my  taile 

And  I  shal  paye  as  sone  as  euer  I  may 

ffor  by  my  troupe  I  haue  on  myn  aray      U^  w,  ^mk]    1608 

And  nouhf  on  waasf  bystowed  eudry  dele 

And  for  I  haue  bystowed  if  so  wele 

To  joure  honour  for  goddes  sake  I  say 

As  be  nof  wroJ>  buf  laf  vs  laugh  and  play  1612 

Je  shullen  my  loly  body  haue  to  wedde 

By  god  I  nyl  nof  paye  jou  buf  abedde 
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ffoz^eue  it*  me  myn  o\nie  spouse  deie 

Tume  hiderwaid  and  make  better  cheie  1616 

This  Marcbaonte  seje  ]»er  was  no  lemedye 

And  forto  chide  it*  ner  bal^  foly 

By^ens  ^af  f%  ])ing*  may  not*  amended  be 

Now  wif  he  seide  and  I  foi^eae  it»  ^e  1620 

But*  be  ^i  lif  ne  b6  no  more  so  laige 

kepe  bette  my  good  pia  jeue  I  ^e  in  charge 

^us  enden  now  my  tale  and  god  vs  sonde 

Tailling*  y-nowe  into  onr  lyues  ende .  1624 

%  Thiis  endejy  J^e  diipmannys  tale 

[No  break  in  the  MS.] 
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Y>«  prolog*. 

And  here  bygynnej)  fe  prologe  of  ye  pnbres.  c<m  htrfw,  baek2 

\\T  ^  »ei<*  by  corpufl  domimia  quod  our  hoste 

f  T     Now  longe  mote  J)ou  saile  by  fe  coste 
Sir6  Gentile  Maistei^  gentyl  marynera 
God  3ene  pe  monk  a  Mt.  lasf  quade  ^ere  1628 

A  ha  f elowes  be^  ware  of  su(^  a  lape 
pe  Monk*  put*  in  fe  mannys  hode  an  ape 
And  in  his  wyues  eke  by  seinf  Austyfi 
Diawe])  no  mo  monkes  into  jotcr  Inne  1632 

But*  now  passe  oner  &  lat*  vs  seke  abonte 
Who  shal  now  telle  first*  of  al  ^e  route 
Anojyer  tale  and  wi^  ^at*  word  he  saide 
As  ourteisly  as  if  had  bene  a  Mayde  1636 

My  lady  Priores  by  30ure  leue 
So  ))af  I  wist*  I  shulda  30U  not*  greue 
I  wold^  deme  ^at*  ^e  telle  shuldl 

A  tale  next*  if  so  be  ^af  je  wold  1640 

Now  wil  je  vouche  sauf  my  lady  dere 
Gladly  quod  she  and  seide  in  ^is  manere.  paaf  8I] 

Thus  ende^  ye  prologe. 

[Nobr€akiniheM&] 
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And  here  liygyiiiLe]) 
pe  Fnores  tale  of  Alma  redemptoris  mater. 

[The  Prologue.] 

lord  onrlord  J^iname  how  menreilous  J^^SJ^^^*******!   - 
Iain  bis  laree  world!  yspradattodaheJ^ ''■*•■*  *^     ^ 


OlampiB  large  world!  ysprad  quod  she  ^ 
ffor  noujt*  only  pi  laude  precious 
Perfourmed  is  by  men  of  dignite  1646 

Buf  by  fe  moufe  of  Children  pi  bonnte 
Perfourmed  is  for  in  our  brest*  soukinge 
Somtyme  shewen  pei  ))ine  heryinge  1649 

IT  Wherfor  in  laude  as  I  can  best*  and  may 

Of  ]>e  and  of  pe  white  lile  floure 

Which  p&V  pe  bar&  and  art*  a  maide  alway 

To  telle  a  stone  I  wol  do  my  labours  1653 

Nou3f  |)at«  I  may  encrece  her  honours 

ffor  she  he[r]  self  is  honure  and  perto  rote 

Of  bounte  nexf  her  sone  of  soules  bote  1656 

0  Modere  Mayden  o.  maiden  modei^  fre 

O  bussh  vnbrent*  brennyng*  in  Moises  sijt* 

But*  vanysshe^  doune  fro  pe  deite 

Jiorgh  pine  humblesse  pe  goost*  pat  in  p"  li^t*  1660 

Of  whos  vertue  whan  he  in  J^ine  herf  ali^t* 

Conceyued  was  pe  faders  sapience 

Helpe  me  to  telle  it*  in  ^i  reuerence  1663 

LAdy  ^i  bounte  and  pine  magnificence 

))i  yertue  and  ))i  grete  huTnilite 

per  may  no  J)ing*  expresse  in  no  science 

ffor  somtyme  lady  er  men  preie  to  pe  1667 

J)ow  gost*  byforn  of  ^i  benignite 

And  getesf  vs  to  lijf  J^orgh  J)i  preirc 

To  gyden  vs  vnto  |>i  sonne  so  clere  1670 
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My  Conyng*  is  to  waike .  o  blesful  quene 

fforto  declare  pi  grete  wor^inesse  p«af  a,  back] 

^f  I  ne  may  ^e  wegbt*  not*  susteynd 

But*  as  a  childe  of  xij  monj^e  elde  or  lesse  1674 

)»f  can  vnne^es  eny  word  expresse 

Ri3f  so  fare  I  and  ^erfore  I  jowe  preye 

Gide^  my  songe  ^af  I  shal  of  jon  seie  •     1677 


[THE  TALK] 

Ther  was  a  cliild  in  a  grete  Cite 
Amonges  cristen  folk*  in  Iwerye 
Snsteyned  by  a  lord  of  ^af  cuntre 

ffor  foule  vsure  &  lucre  of  vilany  1681 

Hatful  to  Crisf  and  to  bis  companye 
And  ^rgbe  pe  strete  men  myjf  ride  &  wende 
ffor  it  was  £pb  and  open  at^  eu^ry  ende  1684 

A  Ktel  scole  of  Cnsten  folk  per  stode 

Doune  at*  J>e  ierper  ende  in  wbicb  per  were 

Cbildren  an  bepe  ycome  of  cnstes  blode 

^at*  lemed  in  ]Mif  scole  jere  by  jere  1688 

Sucti  manere  doctrine  as  men  vsed  ^eie 

piaiaio  saie  to  syngen  and  to  rede 

As  smale  cbildren  dona  in  ber  cbildbede .  1691 

Amonges  piae  cbildren  was  a  widowes  sona 

A  Htel  Ckigioini  .Ty.  jere  of  age 

JM  day  by  day  to  scole  was  bis  wone 

And  eke  dso  wber  be  segH  ^e  ymage  1695 

Of  cristes  modere  bad  be  in  ysage 

As  bim  was  tau3t  to  knele  adoim  and  seie 

His  Aue  marye  as  be  gop  by  pe  weye  1698 
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Thus  ha)»  Jis  widowe  her  litel  cbild^  tai^t» 

Our  blesful  lady  cnstes  moder  dere 

To  worship  ay  and  he  foigate  if  noujt* 

ffor  sely  child  wil  alday  sone  lere  1702 

But*  ay  whan  I  lemembre  me  on  ]>is  matere 

Seinf  Nicholas  stanf.euere  in  my  presence  neafu] 

ffor  he  so  ^onge  to  cnsf  did  reuerence  1705 

This  childe  his  litel  boke  lemynge 

As  he  satte  in  ]»e  scole  af  his  prymere 

He  Alma  redemptoris  /  herd  singe 

As  Children  lered  her  antiphonere  1709 

And  as  he  dursf  he  drow  hym  ner  and  nere 

And  harkened  ay  fe  wordes  and  ye  note 

Til  he  fe  first*  vers  cou))e  al  by  rote  1712 

Vou^t*  wist*  he  what  fe  latyn  was  to  say 

ffor  he  so  3onge  and  tender  was  of  age 

But*  on  a  day  his  felawe  gan  he  pray 

To  expoune  hym  ye  songe  in  his  langage  1716 

Or  tellen  him  whi  pis  songe  was  in  ysage 

This  preide  he  hym  to  construe  and  declare 

fful  ofta  tyme  vpon  his  knees  bare  1719 

His  felawe  which  J^af  elder  was  ^an  he 

Answerd  him  yns  pla  songe  I  haue  herd  say 

Was  maked  of  our  blisful  lady  fre 

Her  to  salue  and  eke  her  forto  pray  1723 

To  bene  our  helpe  and  socour  whan  we  dey 

I  Can  no  more  expounde  in  ])is  matere 

I  leme  songe  I  can  but*  smal  gramere  1726 

And  is  ^is  songe  ymade  in  Eeuerence 

Of  Cristes  modere  seide  ^is  Innocent* 

Now  certes  I  wil  done  my  diligence 

To  conne  it*  er  cristmas  be  went*  1730 
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^  ]»f  I  for  my  pnmere  shal  be  shenf 

And  shal  he  beten  Jnries  in  an  houre 

I  wil  if  konne  our  lady  to  honoure  1733 

His  felawe  tai^^f  hym  homwar()  pnuely 

ffro  day  to  daye  til  he  cou)>e  it*  by  lote  [leaf  ss,  iMckj 

And  pan  he  songe  it  wel  and  boldely 

jQ&o  word  to  word  acording*  to  ])e  note  1737 

friae  on  a  day  it*  passe]^  ))oigh  his  ])rote 

To  scoleward  and  hamward  whan  he  went* 

On  cristes  modere  sette  was  his  entenf  1740 

As  I  haue  seide  ]»oigh-oute  pe  Iwerye 

pis  childe  as  he  came  to  and  froo 

fEul  merely  pan  woldl  he  singe  and  crye 

On  alma  redemptoris  euermoo  1744 

The  swetnesse  hap  his  hert*  perced  so 

Of  cristes  modere  paf  to  hir  to  prey 

he  can  nof  stint*  of  syngyng*  by  pe  wey  1747 

Our  forsf  foo  pe  serpent*  Sathanas 

paf  hap  in  Iwes  his  waspes  nesf 

Vpswal  and  seide  o  Ebraike  puple  alas 

Is  pis  a  ping*  to  )ou  paf  his  honesf  1751 

paf  such  a  boy  shal  walken  as  hym  lesf 

In  3oare  despite  and  singgyng*  of  such  sentence 

Which  is  ajeinsf  joure  lawes  reuerence  1754 

From  pennes  forp  pe  Iwes  han  conspired 

This  Innocenf  ouf  of  pis  world  to  chace 

In  homycide  perto  han  pei  hured 

paf  in  a  Aley  had  a  prive  place  1758 

And  as  pe  childe  gan  forby  forto  pace 

pis  cursed  Iwe  him  henf  afid  helde  fasf 

And  kitte  his  prote  and  in  a  pitte  hym  casf  1761 
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I  say  J)af  in  a  wardrobe  fei  hym  drwe 

Wher  ])af  ]»ise  Iwes  purgen  entraile 

0  cursed  folk  of  herawdes  al  nwe/ 

What*  may  joure  euel  tenf  jo'*  availe  1765 

Mordere  wil  ouf  it*  wil  nof  faile . 

And  namely  ^er  honure  of  god  shuldf  sprede  onf  si] 

^e  blood  out*  crie^  of  ^ouie  cuised  dede  1768 

0  Matir  sounded  to  yiiginite 

Now  maisf  J)ow  syngen  folowing*  euere  in  on 

fe  wbite  lombe  celestial  quod  he 

Of  whicfi  J>e  grete  euaMngelist*  seynt*  lohn  1772 

In  Pathmos  wrote  whicH  seyn  fei  J>at  gon 

Byfore  ])is  lombe  and  sing6  a  songe  al  nwe 

Thaf  neuer  flesshly  woTwmen  fei  knewe  1775 

This  poor  widows  waitef  al  Jaf  ny3f 

After  this  litel  childe .  buf  home  cam  he  nou3t* 

ffor  whom  as  sone  as  if  is  daies  lijt* 

WiJ>  fiice  pale  for  drede  and  bisy  foujf  1779 

She  ha))  atte  scole  and  ellis  whe[re]  him  soi^t* 

Til  fynaly  she  gan  so  fer  espie 

Jpat*  he  was  sene  lasf  in  ])e  Iwerye  1782 

Wi^  moders  pite  in  her  bresf  enclosed 

She  go])  as  J^ouje  she  were  half  out*  of  mynde 

To  euery  place  wher  she  ha))  supposed 

By  liklihede  her  child?  to  fynde  1786 

And  euere  on  cristes  modere  meke  and  kynde 

She  cried  and  at*  ))e  last*  ))us  she  wroujt* 

Amonge  fe  cursed  Iwes  she  him  soi^f  1789 

She  freyne))  and  she  preie))  pitously 

To  euery  Iwe  ))af  dwelte  in  Jilk  place 

To  telle  her  if  her  child  went*  hem  bye 

fei  seiden  nay  buf  Jhemts  of  his  grace  1793 
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3au6  in  her  ]K)ii3f  inwip  a  litel  space 

Thaif  in  ^af  place  after  her  sone  she  cried/ 

Ther  he  was  cast*  in  a  pitte  beside  1796 

0  grete  god  ^af  p^ourmed  ]>i  lawde 

By  mouJ>e  of  Innocence  lo  here  J>i  myjt*  [u»f  ss,  back] 

This  Genune  of  chastite  J^is  emeraude 

And  eke  of  Marterdom  ]»e  rubie  bri^l^'  1800 

Ther  he  wij)  ^rote  y-corue  lay  vpri^f 

He  alma  redemptoris  gan  to  singe 

So  longe  ])af  al  ]>e  place  gan  to  rynge  1803 

The  Cristen  folic*  f&V  ))orgh  ye  strete  went* 

Inne  comen  forto  wondren  on  ^is  ))inge 

And  hastely  pel  for  pe  prouost*  senf 

He  come  anone  wif-ouf  tariynge  1807 

And  heriej)  crisf  J>af  is  of  heuen  kynge 

And  eke  his  modere  honourd  of  man  kynde 

And  after  ]»af  ye  Iwes  lete  he  bynde  1810 

This  child  wi^  pitous  lamentacioiL 

Yptaken  singyng*  his  songe  alway 

And  -wiy  honure  of  grete  processiofi 

pei  Carien  hym  to  ^e  next*  abbay  1814 

His  modere  swownyng*  by  pe  here  lay 

Vnne|)es  myjf  J>e  puple  faf  was  fere 

yiA  new  EacheH  bringi  fro  his  here  1817 

Wi))  tormenf  and  wtt^  shameful  dey  ilkoA 

This  prouosf  dop  Jise  Iwes  to  sterue 

]Mif  of  yia  mordre  wist*  and  J^at*  anon , 

He  nolde  none  such  corsednesse  obserue  1821 

£ael  he  shal  haue  ))af  euel  wol  deserne 

J^erfore  wip  wilde  hors  he  did  hym  drawe 

And  after  |)af  he  henge  him  by  pe  lawe  1824 
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IT  Yppon  ^is  bere  ay  litli  pia  Innocent* 

Byfom  pe  chief  autere  whiles  masse  last* 

And  after  ^at*  pe  Abbot*  w'ip  his  Couent* 

had  spedde  hem  forto  bury  hym  fast*  1828 

And  whan  ^i  holy  water  on  hym  cast* 

Jit*  spake  ]>e  child  whan  spreynt*  was  y  holy  watere     [if  m] 

And  songe  .0  alma  redemptoris  matere  1831 

This  Abbot*  which  ])at*  was  an  holy  man 

As  monkes  be  or  ellis  oi^ten  to  be 

pis  3onge  childe  to  coniure  J^ei  bygan 

And  saide  good  child!  I  hailse  ]^  1835 

Be  yertue  of  ye  holy  trinite 

Telle  me  what*  is  ]»i  cause  to  singe 

Si]>en  pat*  pi  ])rote  is  kitte  at*  my  semynge  1838 

My  ])rote  is  kitte  ynto  my  nek*  bone 

Saide  pis  childf  and  as  be  way  of  [k]ynde 

I  shuld  haue  deied  longe  tyme  argone 

Bat*  Jhesu.  crist*  as  ^e  in  bokes  fynde  1842 

Wol  pat*  his  glorie  last*  and  be  in  mynde 

And  for  pe  worship  of  his  moder  dere 

jit*  may  I  singe  .0  Alma,  loude  and  clere  1845 

This  welle  of  me[r]cye  cnstes  modere  swete 

I  loued  alway  as  aftere  my  connynga 

And  whan  pan  I  my  lif  shuld  lete . 

To  me  she  cam  and  bad  me  for  to  singe  1849 

pis  Anteme  yerrely  in  my  mynd  deyinge 

As  ^e  ban  herd .  and  whan  pat*  I  had  songe 

Me  poujf  she  leide  a  greyn  vpon  my  tonge  1852 

Wherfore  I  singa  and  singa  mote  certeyn 

In  hontire  of  pe  blisful  martere  fte 

Til  of  my  tunge  of  taken  is  pe  greyfi 

And  aftere  pat*  pus  seide  she  to  me  1856 
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My  litel  cliilde  now  wol  I  fecche  pe 

Whan  J»f  Je  greyn  is  fro  Jii  tunge  ytake 

Be  noi^  agasf  I  wil  ^e  not*  forsake  1859 

This  holy  monke  ^is  abbot*  hym  mene  I 

His  tnnge  oul^*  kaoghf  and  toke  away  y  greyn/    [leaf  84,  bMk] 

And  he  ^aue  vp  ye  goosf  ful  softely 

And  whan  pe  abbot*  had  ^is  wonder  seyn  1863 

His  salte  teeres  striked  donn  as  reyn/ 

And  grof  he  fille  al  plat*  to  ye  ground 

And  stille  he  lay  as  he  had  bene  ybomu)  1866 

The  Couent*  eke  lay  vpon  pe  paymenf 

Weping*  and  herying*  cristes  moder  dere 

And  after  pat*  pei  rise  and  f orj)  bene  went* 

And  toke  away  Jris  martere  fro  his  here  1870 

And  in  a  toomebe  of  Marble  stonys  clere 

Enclosen  pei  his  litel  body  swete 

Ther  he  is  nowe  god  lene  ys  forto  mete  1673 

0  yonge  hxxgfi  of  lyncoln  sclayn  also 

With  cnrsed  Iwes  as  if  is  notable 

ffor  if  nys  baf  a  litel  while  agoo 

Prei  eke  for  vs  we  sinful  folk  vnstable  1877 

^af  of  his  mercy  god  so  merciable 

On  vs  his  grete  mercy  multiplie 

ffor  reuerence  of  his  modere  marye .  1 880 

IT  Here  ende^  fe  priores  tale. 

[The  Man  of  Lav^s  Prologue  and  Tale  follow  in  the  MS,"] 
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And  here  by.  Ejg*^"- 
viii  iflffM       gynnea  ^e  prologe  of  }e  man  of  lawe 

Oure  hoosf  segli  wel  ^at*  pe  brijt*  sonne 
])e  arke  of  ))is  artificial  day  hadde  ronne 
pe  feer])  part*  and  half  an  houre  or  more 
And  ^ough  he  were  not*  depe  experf  in  lore  4 

He  wisf  it*  was  J>e  xviy.  day 
Of  Aprile  ))at*  is  massagere  to  may 
And  seghe  wel  ^af  ]>e  shadowe  of  eu^  tre 
Was  as  in  length  pe  same  quantite  8 

^af  was  pe  body  erecte  ^at*  caused  if 
And  ^erfore  by  pe  shadowe  he  toke  his  witte 
]paf  Phebus  which  ]»at*  shoon  so  clere  and  hti^if 
Degrees  was  xlv.  clombe  on  highf  12 

And  for  J^af  day  as  in  pat?  latitude  p«tr »] 

Uif  was  .X.  of  pe  clok*  he  gan  conclude 
And  sodeynly  he  pli3t*  his  hors  about* 
Lordingges  quod  he  I  wame  30W  al  )yis  route  16 

pe  feer  party  of  ])iB  day  is  goon 
Kow  for  pe  loue  of  god  and  of  seint*  lohn 
Lese))  no  tyme  as  ferfor])  as  je  may 

Lordingges  ^e  tyme  it*  waste))  bo))  ny^f  and  day  20 

And  stele^  from  vs  what*  pnuely  elepinge 
And  what*  ]>ourgh  neglygence  in  our  wakinge 
As  do])  ^e  streme  ]>at*  tume]>  neuere  agayn  / 
Descending*  from  pQ  mounteyn  into  playn  24 

Wel  can  Senec<  and  many  a  philosophre 
Byweillen  tyme  more  psjk  gold  in  Cofre 
ffor  losse  of  Catel  may  recouered  be 
But*  losse  of  tyme  shende))  ys  quod  he  28 
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If  wil  not*  come  ajeia  wij^-outen  drede 

No  moie  pa,n  wil  Malkyns  Maidenhede 

Whan  she  ha])  lost*  it*  in  her  wantonesse 

Lat*  Ys  nout*  mowlen  ])us  in  Ydelnesse  32 

She  man  of  lawe  quod  he  so  haue  I  blesse 

Telle  vs  a  tale  anoon  as  forwarc}  es 

3e  bene  submitted  ^ourgh  ^our  fire  assent* 

To  stonden  in  ])iB  cas  at*  my  luggemenf  36 

AquiteJ)  jou  nowe  of  joure  biheesf 

^an  han  je  done  ^ouie  devoiie  at*  fe  leest* 

Oost  quod  he  depardeux  ich  assent* 

To  breke  forward  is  not*  myfi  entent*  40 

Biheest*  is  dette  and  I  wil  holdd  fayne 

Al  my  biheesf  I  can  no  better  sejne 

£for  such  lawe  as  a  man  jeue])  ano^^  wi3f 

He  shuld  hjm  seK  vsen  if  by  rijf  44 

Thus  wil  OUT  texf  buf  na])eles  cerfceyn^ 

I  can  rijf  now  no  trusty  tale  seyne 

J>uf  chaucere  J^ou^f  he  can  buf  lewdely 

On  meters  and  in  rymyng*  craftely  48 

Ha))  seide  hem  in  such  englissh  as  he  can  [leafss^Uck] 

Of  olde  tyme  as  knowe))  mony  a  man 

And  if  he  haue  nou^f  seide  hem  leue  bro])ei^ 

In  00  boke  he  h&p  seide  in  arnoper  52 

ffor  he  hsp  tol<J  of  loners  vp  and  down 

Moo  pan  Ovide  made  menciot/n 

In  his  Epistels  ^af  bene  ful  olde 

Whaf  shuld  I  tellen  hem  sif  pel  be  tolde  56 

In  30u])e  he  made  of  Ceys  and  Alcione 

And  sij)  ha])  he  spoke  of  euerychone 

Thise  noble  wyues  and  fise  louyers  eke 

Who  so  faf  wol  his  large  volom  seke 

Cleped  pe  Seintes  legende  of  Cupide 

j>er  may  he  see  fe  large  woundes  wide 

Of  lucresse  and  of  Babylan  Tysbe 

pe  swerd  of  Dido  for  pe  fals  ene  64 
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The  tre  of  Phillis  for  bir  demophon 
pe  pleynte  of  Dyanyre  and  of  Hermyon 
Of  Andrian  and  of  yeiphilee 

))e  barayn  Isle  stonding*  in  pe  see  68 

pe  dreynf  leander  for  his  eiro 
The  teres  of  Elyne  and  eke  pe  woo 
Of  Brixseid  and  of  ^e  ladomya 

The  (jruelte  of  quene  Medea  /  72 

]>e  litel  children  honging^  by  pe  hah 
ffor  pe  lason  p&if  was  of  lone  so  fab 
Of  ypinistra  penolope  Alceste 

Jonre  wivehode  he  commendeJ>  wif  J>e  best*  76 

But*  certeynly  no  worde  ne  writef  he 
Of  j>ilk  wicke  ensample  of  canace 
J)af  luflfed  her  oune  hropere  synfully 
Of  suche  cnrsed  storis  I  seie  fye  80 

Or  ellis  of  Tiro  Appollonens 
How  faf  pe  cursed  king*  Antiocus 
Biraff  his  doujter  of  her  inaydenhede 
J)af  is  so  horrible  a  tale  for  to  rede  84 

Whan  he  her  drewe  forgh-ouf  pe  pamenf  ci«f  w] 

And  Jjerfor  he  of  fill  aviBement* 
Nold  neuer  write  in  none  of  his  sermons 
Of  sucfi  vnkinde  abhomynacions .  88 

Ne  I  ne  wil  none  reherce  if  faf  I  may 
Buf  of  my  tale  how  shal  I  done  J>is  day 
Me  were  lotfi  be  likned  doutlees 

To  muses  pAV  men  clepen  pieriades  92 

Methanorphoseos  wote  what*  I  mene 
But"  nafelees  I  recche  not"  a  beue 
Jjouje  I  come  after  hym  wij)  hawe  bake 
I  speke  in  prose  and  laf  hym  rymes  make  96 

And  wif  faf  word  he  yrip  a  sobre  chere 
Bygan  his  tale  as  je  shal  after  here  98 

%  Thtu  ende))  pe  prologe  [no  break  in  the  MS.] 

TETWORTH   180  (6-T.  13l) 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


8IX-TRXT   132 
GBOUP  B.  §  8.  MAN  OF  LAW's  TALE.  FROL.  PetWOrth  X8.    181 


And  here  by-    y  indpit  fiOmia 
gynne])  ^  Xaiinys  of  lawe  Tale 

[Prdogue.] 

0  hateful  haime  condicioii  of  pouert*  99 

Wi]>  frust*  wij  colcJ  with  hunger  bo  confounded 
To  asken  help  fe  shamest*  in  J^ine  herf 
If  ]H)we  now  aske  wi)»  nede  art*  pou  so  wounded 
])at*  yerrey  nede  vnwrappe])  al  pi  wonud  hed 
Maugie  in  ^ine  hede  pon  most*  for  indigence 
Or  stele  or  begge  or  horowe  pi  dispence 


102 


105 


Thow  blamesf  cnst*  and  seisf  ful  bitterly 
He  mysdeparte])  ricches  temporal 
])i  neighbour  J^ow  witesf  sinfully 
And  saisf  pon  hasf  to  litel  and  he  hap  bA 
FariAj  seist^  pon  somtyme  he  lekne  shaH 
Whan  paif  his  tale  shal  brenne  in  p*  glede 
iTor  he  nou^t*  helpe])  nedefal  in  her  nede 

Herken  what*  is  Je  menyng*  of  pe  wise 

Betf  is  to  dyen  J^an  haue  indigence 

^i  self  neighboure  wil  pe  despise 

If  ]>ou  be  poor  fare  wele  Jri  reuerence. 

3it*  of  pe  wise  man  take  pla  sentence 

Al  Je  daies  of  poor  men  ben  wikke 

Be  war  ^erfore  er  ]you  come  in  pat  prikke 

Jif  pon  be  poor  J>i  broker  hatef  J^e 

And  alle  J)i  freendes  fleen  fro  pe  alas 

O  riche  marchauntes  ful  of  wele  be  ^e 

O  noble  prudent*  folk  as  in  )^is  cas 

^oure  bagges  bene  not*  filled  with  ambees  aas 

But*  wi|>  sise  cynk  fat*  rennef  for  jowr  chance 

At»  Cristes  mas  mery  may  ^e  daunce 
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3e  seken  londe  and  flfe  for  ^our  wynnyngges 
As  wise  folk  ])af  knowen  al  pe  state 
Of  regnes  je  bene  fadere  of  Tithenges 
And  tales  bo])en  of  pees  &  debate  130 

I  was  n'jf  nowe  of  tales  desolate 
Ner  ])af  a  marchaunf  gone  is  mony  a  jeie 
Me  taughf  a  tale  whicb  pat  je  shal  here  133 

[Only  the  usual  stama-gap  of  a  line  in  tlie  MS."] 


[Ab  there  U  no  room  in  this  print  for  the  Latin  notes  in  the 
margin  of  the  MS,  they  arep^tt  here,  mth  the  mtmherB  of  the  lines 
to  fvhieh  they  refer,"] 

L  197.  IT  Ceptra  pharoiui  ttatrum  diuordia  fhebe 
IT  fflammam  phetentU  dratalionifl  aqne 
t  In  ttellis  prtami.  Mj^eitt  andada  turni 
If  Bentttf  ▼lizttni  henmliei  qt<«  vigor    [M  S,  leaf  87,  b  ick.] 

1.  296.  IT  Ynde  Fhilomettf  li^ro  .j^  e*.  8**.  prtml  motos  oeli  duo 
rant  qwaufn  yntu  est  qui  mouet  totnm  semper  ab  orienttf  k  ocddenttf 
tho  modo  rapar  orbei  k  cetera,  Ita  whxer  Ytro  motos  Bsi  qui  monet 
orbem  steUarwm  o«nroneiiim  eontra  motom  primum  tIs  ab  ooeidonttf 
in  osient^m  wuper  alios  duos  polos  k  cetera.  Omneg  .eaim.  ootoordati 
sunt  quod  eloociOMOS  sint  debiles  nui  in  diWtibM.  ha^t  .mtm.  isti 
lioot  debiUtantur  eonim  electiones  radieem  .i.  natit'ttates  eorMm  q(/<9 
MfffSnrtat  omnom  planetam  debilom  in  Itineire.  Hoc.  ThiloeophuM. 
[MS,  leaf  89.] 

1.  421.  H  fkimper  mnndaae  ktiafti  triaCitfa  repentina  raocedit 
Mnndana  ergo  ftlisitaaanllis  amazitadinibu^  est  rospersa  Extrema 
gandiL  Institf  ootopat.  Audi  ergo  salnbre  oonsiliam  in  die  bonoxtiifi 
sa  IiiiMMwr  sis  malor«m.    [M  8,  leaf  91.] 

1.  771.  H  Quid  tKrpins  ebrioso  eni  fotor  in  ore.  tremor  in  eorpore. 
qni  promtt  stnlta.  prodit  ooeulta  Cni  mens  alienator  fades  trsnsftir- 
motur  nullum  e»im  latet  seoretnm.  vbi  regnat  Ebrietas.  [1£S^  leaf 
96,  back.] 

1.  925.  t  0  extrema  liUdiaia  Uifiiiiie  qne  non  solum  mentem 
affsfflinat  ted  et  oorpoa  entrust  semper  seqnwnttir  dolor  k  penitencia 
^ttk^term.   [M8yleaf99.] 

L  1127.  IT  A  mane  ytgue  ad  vesperam  mntabitnr  tempos.  1 
tympanum  k  gaodent  ad  sonnm  organL    [MS,  leaf  108,  back.] 

L  1134.  Qsds  Toquam  ▼nieam  diem  tolaa  dazlt  in  saa  i 
done  iooondam  qoem  in  aliqua  parta  die  reataa  eswadimde  rol  inu 
petos  ize  Ytl  motus  conmglmmrim  inda  nofi  torbaoerit  qoem  lioor 
invidle  vd  ardor  awoMa  vel  tlmor  raperbie  non  Tezanerit.  quern 
aliqMa  iaatnarvil  sAnsa  vd  passio  non  oommonetit  k  cetera*  [MS, 
leaf  103,  beek.] 
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[TALE.    PARTI.] 

In  Surry  wbilom  dwelt*  a  companye 

Of  Chapmen  riclie  and  perto  sadde  and  trewe 

^af  wide  where  setten  her  spicerie 

Clo))es  of  golde  and  eaten  riche  of  hue  137 

Her  chaffare  was  so  J^rifty  and  so  nwe 

)»t*  euery  w^f  ha])  deynte  to  chafare 

Wi^  hem  and  eke  to  sellen  hem  her  ware  140 

ITowe  fille  if  ])af  pe  maisters  of  ])af  sort* 

Han  shapen  hem  to  Eome  forto  wende 

Were  it*  for  chapmanhode  or  for  disport* 

Koon  o])eT  massage  wold  ])ei  J^ider  sende  144 

But*  commen  hem  self  to  Bome  fiB  is  pe  ende 

And  in  suche  place  as  pan^V  hem  auat/ntage 

ffor  her  entenf  pei  taken  her  herbergage  147 

Soioumed  han  ])i8e  m^rchaundes  in  ])af  toun  \\e9tvn 

A  certeyn  tyme  as  fille  to  her  plesaunce 

But*  so  byfelle  Jjaf  J^e  excellen  renoun 

Of  fe  Emperour  dou^tere  Dame  Castaunce  151 

Beported  was  with  euery  circumstat^nce 

Vnto  ])i8e  Surryen  merchauntz  in  such  wise 

ffiro  day  to  day  as  I  shal  30U  deuise  154 

This  was  pe  comon  Tois  of  euery  man 

Our  Emperour  of  Eome  god  hym  see 

A  doughter  ha])  p&V  Bipe  fe  world  bygan 

To  rekne  as  wel  her  goodnes  as  bewte  158 

Nas  neuere  such  ano^r  as  is  she 

I  prei  to  god  in  honure  hir  sustene 

And  wolde  she  were  of  al  Europe  f  •  queue  ^  ^"^^J^  *^''^ ' 
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In  huTC  is  liegh  bewte  wi]K>ute  pnde 

joufe  wiJ)-out*  grenehode  or  folye 

To  bA  her  werkes  vertue  is  her  gide 

Hmnblesse  ha^  sclayn  in  hhe  el  tyrannye  165 

She  is  a  myrour  of  al  Curtesie 

Hire  herte  is  verrey  chambers  of  holynosse 

Her  hand  mynystre  of  fredam  for  almesse  168 

And  al  J^is  vois  was  so])  as  god  is  trewe 

Buf  nowe  to  pt^rpoos  lat^  vs  tume  ageyn 

J^ise  Merchauntz  han  do  fraught  her  shippes  newe 

And  whan  J^ei  han  J^is  blisfiil  Maiden  seyfi  172 

Howe  to  Surrey  ben  Jei  went*  ageyfl 

And  done  her  nedes  as  pel  han  do  3ore 

And  lyuen  in  wele  I  can  say  30U  no  more  175 

Vow  fille  it*  ])af  ])ise  marchauntes  stoden  in  grace 

Of  hym  J)af  was  J^e  Sawden  of  Surrye 

ffor  whan  ])af  ]>ei  came  from  eny  straflge  place 

He  wolde  of  his  benygne  Cnrteeie.  179 

Make  hem  good  chere  and  bysilie  aspie  D^  87,  imk} 

Ti^ingges  of  sondry  rewmes  forto  lere 

J>e  wondres  J^afr  J^ei  myjf  se  or  here  182 

Amonges  opere  {^ingges  specialy 

Thise  marchauntes  han  hym  tolde  of  dame  custannce 

So  grete  noblesse  in  emesf  ceriously 

]Ktf  ^is  sowden  h&p  caught*  so  grete  plesaunce  186 

To  han  her  figure  in  his  remembrannce 

And  al  his  lust*  and  al  his  bysy  cure 

Was  forto  loue  her^  f  e  whilis  his  lif  may  dure  189 

Perauenture  in  pe  ])ikke  large  book 

Whicll  J)af  eloped  is  heuene  ywriten  was 

'Wip  sterres  whan  ])af  he  his  birtH  toke 

J^at*  he  for  loue  shdc)  han  his  detH  alias  193- 
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for  in  ye  stenes  deier  fsai  is  ])e  glas  / 

y-writen  god  wote  who  conde  if  rede 

pe  dej^e  of  eueiy  man  -wtt^nten  drede  196 

In  Stems  mony  a  wynter  J>er  byforfl  t**"***  "^  '•  1^-^ 

Was  wiiten  pe  dep  of  Ector  acbilles 

Of  pompe  Inlins  er  fei  were  borii 

}e  strif*  of  Thebes  and  of  hercules  /  200 

Of  Sampson  torono  and  of  Socrates 

ye  dey  huif  mennys  wittes  befl  so  dnlle 

^at*  no  wi^f  can  wel  rede  it  at*  ^e  fulle  203 

This  soaden  for  his  pn'ye  counsett  sent^ 

And  shortly  of  yia  matere  forto  pase 

He  ha]»  to  hem  declared  his  entente 

And  seide  hem  certeyn  bat*  he  my^f  haue  grace  207 

To  haue  distance  wi])-Inne  a  litel  space 

He  nas  but*  dede  and  charged  hem  in  hie 

To  shapen  for  his  lif*  somme  remedye  210 

Dyners  men  dyuers  I'ingges  seiden 

ye  aiguments  Cnsten  vp  and  Donfi  PmT  »1 

Mony  a  sotele  resofi  {ory  ])ei  leidefl 

^i  speken  of  xnagik*  and  abnsiofi  214 

But*  fynaly  as  in  conclnsioft 

J^ei  can  not*  seen  in  ^af  nofi  anauntage 

Ke  in  noon  o]yer  way  sanf  mariage  217 

Than  segh  J^ei  |»ere  in  snch  difficulte 

Be  way  of  reson  forto  speke  al  phtyn 

By  cause  J^t*  yes  was  such  dyuersite 

Bytwene  hor  bo  J  lawes  Jwtt*  fei  seyfl  221 

fei  trowe  Jaf  no  cristen  pnnce  wolcJ  feyn) 

Wedden  his  chUde  ynder  oure  lawes  so  swete 

ya,V  TB  was  taughf  be  Mahonn  our  prophete  224 
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And  he  answered  i&yet  ])an  I  lese 

Gnstance  I  wil  be  Cnstened  doutlees 

I  mote  bene  heis  I  may  non  oj^ere  cheae 

I  pre!  3011  holde  jonre  argamentes  in  pees  228 

Saue^  my  lif  and  hep  nof  lechelees 

To  geten  hur6  pB.if  hsLp  my  lif  in  cure 

ffor  in  fia  woo  I  may  nof  longe  endnie  231 

Whaf  nede])  gretter  dilatacioil 

I  saye  by  tietifl  and  Embassadiye 

And  by  fe  popes  mediacioil 

And  alle  pQ  cherc^  and  aH  ))e  Cbivalrye  235 

paf  in  destruccioli  of  Mawmetrie 

And  in  enciees  of  ciistes  lawe  deie 

pei  bene  acorded  so  as  je  shal  here  238 

Vow  jMkf  pe  Sawden  and  his  Baronage 

And  al  his  lieges  shuld  ycmtened  be 

And  he  shal  haue  custance  in  mariage 

And  certeyn  gol<)  I  note  whaf  quantite  242 

And  herto  founden  safficienf  sueite 

This  same  accorde  was  sworn  in  ei^r  side  [iMf  n^biok] 

Kow  fSsdre  custannce  almy3ty  god  ]>e  gyde  245 

Vow  wold  somme  men  waiten  as  I  geese 

^af  I  shulde  telleu  al  pe  purviaonce 

Thaf  ])e  Emperour  of  his  noblesse 

ha])  shapen  for  his  doujter  dame  Custaunce  249 

Wei  may  men  Imowe  J^af  so  grete  ordynaunce 

May  no  man  telle  in  a  litel  clause 

As  was  araied  for  so  hie  a  cause  252 

Bisshopes  bene  shapen  wip  hxae  forto  wende 

Lordes  ladys  knyjtes  of  renoun 

And  o])eT  folk  ynow  J)is  is  J^e  ende 

And  notified  is  ])oigh-ouf  pe  toun  256 
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Tbat*  eneiy  w^t*  w%tA  grete  deuociottn 
Shnlde  preye  ciisf  p&if  he  ]>i8  manage 
Besceyne  in  gre  and  spede  ])i8  viage  259 

The  day  is  commen  of  her  departinge 

I  seie  fQ  woofal  day  fatal  is  come 

That*  ^r  may  be  no  lenger  tariynge 

But*  forj^wan)  ])el  hem  dressed  al  and  some  2C3 

distance  )»f  wit^  sorowe  is  al  ouercome 

fiol  pale  arisf  and  dresse)^  hxae  to  wende 

ffor  wel  shee  see])  ^r  is  noon  o^ere  ende  266 

Alias  what*  wondere  is  it*  ^on^e  she  wepte 

)»t*  shal  be  sent*  to  straunge  naci5il 

ffro  firendes  ])at*  so  tenderly  her  kepte 

And  to  be  bounden  vnder  subieccidfi  270 

Of  oon  she  knowej^  nou^t*  his  condicioft 

Husbondes  bene  aH  good  and  han  ben  jore 

jMkf  knowen  wives  I  dar  seie  ^ou  no  moie  273 

Fadere  she  seide  p^  wiecched  child  cnstance 

Thi  jonga  dou^tere  fostred  yp  so  soft*  Y  o^^  9   D««f »] 

And  je  my  modere  my  sonereyn  plesaunce 

Oner  al  ])inge  outaken  cnst  aloft*  277 

Cust^unce  )onie  child  hue  recomannde])  oft* 

Ynto  joure  grace  for  I  shal  to  Suiiye 

Ne  shal  I  neuere  seyn  jow  more  vrif  ye  280 

Alias  vnto  fe  Barbarye  naciofi 

I  most^  anoon  si])  if  is  30iire  wille 

But*  crist*  fat*  starf  for  onre  redempciofl 

So  jene  me  grace  Ins  heestes  to  fulfille  284 

I  wrecched  womman  no  fors  pon^Q  I  spUle 

Wommen  ben  bora  to  thraldom  and  penatmce 

And  to  bene  vnder  mannes  gouemaunce  287 
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I  trowe  at*  Troye  whan  pxurus  brak  ])e  watt 

Or  ylyon  fat*  brent*  Thebes  fat*  Cite 

I^OT  Rome  for  pe  harme  forgti  Hanybatt 

pa,V  Romaynes  ban  venqwissbed  tymes  fre  291 

Nas  herd  sucH  tenders  weping*  for  pite 

As  in  ]>e  Chambere  for  her  departinge 

But*  for])  she  mote  wber  she  wepe  or  singe  294 

0  first*  mouynge  cruel  firmaments  iLatim  mu,  p,  m.] 

WiJ)  fine  dyumal  sweigfe  fat  crowdest*  aye 

And  burlest*  al  from  eest*  to  Occident* 

That*  natureUy  wold  bold  anof  6r  waye  298 

f i  Crowding*  sette  fe  beuene  in  suoH  araye 

Ats  fe  bygynnyng*  of  f  is  feers  viage 

That*  cruel  mars  baf  sclayn  f  is  mariage  301 

Infortunaf  ascendent*  tortuous 

Of  wbictL  f  e  lord  is  belplees  falle  alias 

Out*  of  bis  Angle  in  to  f  e  derkesf  bous 

O  Mars  o  Atazir  in  tbis  caas  305 

0  feble  mone  ynbappy  bene  f  i  pass./ 

f ow  knettest*  fe  f er  fou  art*  not*  receyued  [i«ar89^  titok] 

Ther  fou  were  wele  fix)  fennes  now  art*  fou  weyued      308 

Imprudent*  Emperour  of  Rome  alas  IT  Lupiniit 

Was  f  er  no  Pbilisopbre  in  al  f  i  toun 

Is  no  tyme  bette  fan  oyer  in  suclL  cas/ 

Of  viage  is  f  er  non  election  312 

Namely  to  folk  of  big&  condiciofk 

Nat*  wban  a  roote  is  of  a  birf  yknowe 

ADas  3e  bene  to  lewde  or  to  sdowe  315 

The  sbippe  is  broujt*  f  is  woful  faire  mayde 

Solempnely  wif  euery  circumstaunce 

Nowe  Ibe^u  crist*  be  wif  30U  al  sbe  seide 

Tber  is  no  more  buts  fiEire  wel  faire  Custa^/nce  31 9 
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She  peyne^  hxae  to  make  good  countenaunce 

And  for]>e  I  lete  hire  eaile  in  ]>is  manere 

And  tume  I  wil  agejn  to  my  matere  322 

The  modecs  of  ^e  Sowden  welle  of  vices 

Espied  ha]»  her  sones  pleyn  entenf 

Howe  he  wil  lete  his  olde  sacnfises 

And  rijf  anone  she  for  her  counsel  senf  326 

And  fei  ben  commen  to  knowe  what^  she  ment* 

And  whan  assembled  was  fls  folk*  in  fere 

She  sette  her  donne  and  seide  as  je  shal  here  329 

Lordes  quod  she  je  knowe  euenchofl 

Howe  ^at*  my  sone  in  poynf  is  forto  lete 

)w  holy  lawes  of  our  akkarofi 

3enene  by  goddes  massagere  Makamete  333 

Bnf  ofi  avowe  to  grete  god  I  hete 

pe  lif  shal  ra])er  out^  of  my  body  sterte 

Or  makametes  lawe  out*  of  myil  herte .  336 

What*  shidd  ys  tyden  of  ]>is  newe  lawe 

Bnt*  ^raldome  to  our  bodies  and  penaunce  \\ntw] 

And  afterward  in  helle  to  ben  drawe 

ffor  we  reveied  Mahonne  our  creaimce  340 

But*  lordes  wil  30  maken  assurance 

As  I  shal  sein  assenting*  to  my  lore 

And  I  shal  make  ys  sanf  for  euermore  343 

IT  Thei  sworen  and  assenten  euery  man 

To  lyve  and  dye  wij)  hure  and  by  hure  stonde 

And  euery  in  ye  best*  wise  he  can 

To  strengthen  hure  shal  al  his  freendes  fonde  347 

And  she  ha]>  pia  emprise  taken  on  honde 

Which  je  shal  here  ])af  I  shal  devise 

And  to  hem  alle  she  spak*  in  pia  wise 
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We  shul  first*  feyn  vs  cristendom  to  take 

Cold  watere  shal  not*  greue  yb  but*  a  lite 

And  I  sbal  suche  a  reuel  and  foest*  make 

]>at<  as  I  trowe  I  shal  ]>e  Sowden  quite  354 

ffor  J^ou^e  his  wif  be  cristned  neuer  so  white 

She  shal  haue  nede  to  wassti  awaye  ^e  rede 

]>oiig&  she  a  font*  ful  of  water  vrip  her  lede  357 

0  Sawdenesse  Boote  of  Iniquite 

Virago  ]H)a  Semyram  ]>e  Second 

0  Serpent*  vnder  femyninete 

Like  to  pe  Serpent*  depe  in  helle  ybound  361 

O  feyned  wowman  al  J^at*  may  confound 

Vertue  and  Innocence  ))orgh  pi  malice 

Ib  bredde  in  ])e  as  nest*  of  euery  yice  364 

0  Sathan  enyious  si])  ))ilk  day 

fat*  J>ou  were  chased  fro  our  heritage 

Wei  knewesf  fou  to  wommen  f •  old  way 

you  madesf  Eva  to  bringe  in  seruage  368 

Thow  wilt*  fordone  cristen  mariage 

Thyfi  Instrument*  so  wele  away  fe  while 

Makestowe  of  wommen  wham  ])ou  wilf  begile      near  io,\mA2 

This  Sowdonesse  whom  I  pus  blame  and  warye 

Lat*  prively  her  counsel  gone  her  way 

What*  shuld  I  in  fis  tale  lenger  tarye 

She  ride^  to  pe  Sawden  on  a  daye  375 

And  seide  him  Jjat*  she  wold  reneye  her  laye 

And  Cristendom  of  preestes  hondes  fonge 

Repenting*  she  he])en  was  so  longe  378 

Biseching*  him  to  done  her  pat  hononre 

))at*  she  most*  han  ])^  cristen  folk  to  feesf 

To  plesen  hem  I  wil  do  my  labovr 

pe  Sawden  sei])  I  wil  don  at*  ^our  heesf  382 
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And  knelinge  foiikef  huia  of  ])af  request* 

So  glad  he  was  he  nysf  whaf  to  seye 

She  kist^  her  sone  and  horn  she  go^  her  way  385 


[PABT  IL] 

Arriued  bene  piae  cnsten  folk  to  londe 

In  Snnye  irip  a  grete  solempne  Eoute 

And  hastely  fia  Sowden  senf  his  sonde 

ffdrsf  to  his  modere  and  al  fe  regne  aboute     ^  389 

And  seide  his  wifiT  was  commen  ouf  of  donte 

And  preide  hnra  forto  riden  ageyn  ye  quene 

The  honure  of  his  regne  to  sustene  392 

Giete  was  ])e  prees  and  rich  was  tharray 

Of  Snrriens  and  romaynes  mef  yfere 

The  modere  of  ])e  Sowden  riche  and  gay 

Besceyue]»  hei'  wij)  as  glad  a  chere  396 

As  eny  modere  myjt  her  doujtei'  dere 

And  to  ])e  next*  Cite  ]>er  beside 

A  soft*  paas  solempnely  J)ei  lyde  399 

Hanght*  trowe  I  pe  tnnmphe  of  Inlins 

Of  which  y&i?  lucan  make])  snc^  a  boost* 

Was  lyallere  ne  more  curions  Oenf  w] 

Than  was  ]»e  assemple  of  ])is  blisfiil  boost*  403 

But*  ))is  scorpion  fHa  wikke  goost* 

fe  Sawdenesse  for  al  her  flateringe 

Cast*  vnder  J>is  ful  mortally  to  stynge  406 

The  Sowden  commep  hyw»  self  sone  aftei*  J)is 

So  Eialli  ))af  wondei^  is  to  telle 

He  welcorwmeJ>  hnre  wtt/i  alle  ioye  and  blis 

And  pus  in  merpe  and  loie  I  lete  hem  dwelle  410 
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pe  froyte  of  pis  mateie  ^at*  I  telb 

Whan  tyme  come  men  pouyi?  if  for  fe  besf 

That*  ren^  stdnf  and  men  goil  to  her  rest*  41S 

The  tyme  come  ]>is  olde  Sawdenesse 

Ordeyned  haj)  ^is  feesf  of  which  I  told 

Aod  to  pe  fesf  cristen  folk  hem  dresse 

In  general  bo]»  jenge  and  ol($  417 

Here  may  men  feesf  and  rialte  biholJ 

And  deyntes  moo  ])an  I  can  30^  deyise 

Buf  al  to  dere  ]»ei  boujf  if  er  ^ei  rise  420 

0  sodeyn  woo  baf  eaer  arf  successoure  f^^«**»  *»**•  p-  lE-3 

To  "worldly  blisse  sp[rjayned  is  wij)  bittemesse 

pe  end  of  ]>e  ioye  of  our  worldely  labonre 

Woo  occupied  ]>e  fyne  of  our  gladnesse  424 

Herk  pis  connsaille  for  )»i  sikemesse 

Vppon  J>i  glade  day  haue  in  f  i  mjmde 

pe  vnwar  woo  or  harme  pat  comme^  behinde  427 

Por  shortely  forto  tellen  af  oon  word 

The  Sowden  and  J»e  cristen  euerechone 

Bene  al  to-hewe  and  stikked  af  pQ  bord 

Buf  if  were  oonly  dame  custance  allone  431 

J?is  olde  Sawdenes  piB  cursed  krone 

haf  wif  her  frendes  done  Jjis  cursed  dede 

ffor  she  her  self  wold  al  pQ  cunbre  lede  [m  n,  back] 

VE  ])er  nas  Surrien  noon  })af  was  co/merted 
p&if  of  ^e  counsaille  of  pe  Sawden  wote 
))af  he  nas  al  to-hewe  er  he  asterted 
-And  Custaunce  han  ])ei  take  anofi  fote  hoof  438 

And  in  a  shippe  al  steerless  god  woote 
}>ei  han  hur6  sette  and  bidden  hei'  leme  saile 
Ouf  of  Surry  ageynward  to  ytaile  441 
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A  oerteyn  tresonr  J^af  she  ]>idei'  ladde 

And  so^e  to  seyn  vitaile  grete  plente 

They  han  her  ^euen  and  clones  eke  she  hadde 

And  fibr^  she  saille])  in  pe  salf  see  445 

0  my  custaunce  ful  of  benygnyte 

O  Emperouis  ^onge  doujtere  dere 

He  fB,V  is  lord  of  fortune  be  fi  stere  448 

She  Uesse])  and  mf  ful  pitons  yoys 

Ynto  ye  Crois  of  crisf  J^us  seid  she 

O  cleer  o.  welfol  autere  holy  croys 

Sede  of  pQ  lambes  blood  ful  of  pite  452 

That*  wessh  pe  world  from  ^e  olde  iniqnyte 

Me  from  ye  feende  and  from  his  clawes  kepe 

])at*  day  ]>af  I  shal  drench^  in  fe  depe  455 

Victorious  tree  protectiofl  of  trewe 

That*  oonly  worf  i  were  for  to  here 

The  king*  of  heuene  wif  his  woundys  newe 

The  white  lombe  J^af  hirte  was  with  a  spere  459 

fflemer  of  feendes  ouf  of  hym  and  here 

On  which  yi  lynes  feij>fully  extenden 

Me  kepe  and  jene  myght^  my  lyf  tamenden  462 

Teeres  and  daies  fleet*  y\a  Creature 

Thorgh-ouf  ye  see  of  Grece  vnto  y^  strayte 

Of  Marrok  as  if  was  hii'  aventure  [le^tMi 

0  mony  a  sory  mele  nowe  may  she  baite  466 
After  her  deth  ful  oft  may  she  wayte 

Er  y&ff  ye  wilde  wawes  wil  her  dryve 

Vnto  ye  place  yere  she  shal  aryue  469 

KEn  myghten  axen  whi  she  was  nof  sclayii) 
Eke  atte  feeste  who  myghf  her  body  saue 

1  Answere  to  )>af  demannde  agayn 

Who  saued  iDanyel  in  fe  horrible  caue  473 
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Ther  eueiy  wi^f  saf  he  maisiet'  or  knaue 

Was  wi J  Je  leon  frette  or  arfiterf 

No  wight*  but*  god  ^af  hem  bare  in  his  herf  476 

OOd  list*  to  shewe  his  wonderful  myracle 

In  hii'  ?  pBkV  shee  shnlde  seen  his  myjty  werkes 

Crisf  which  ^at  is  to  euery  harme  triade 

By  certayne  meenes  oft*  /  as  knowen  clerkes  480 

Do))  ping  for  certeyn  ende  ]xzf  fill  derk  es 

To  mannys  witt  ?  fat*  for  our  ignoratmce 

Ke  kon  not*  knowe  his  prudent*  pttruyaunce  483 

Kow  sif  she  was  not*  at*  ]>e  feest*  ysclawe 

Who  kepte  her  &om  pe  drenching*  in  f  e  see 

Who  kepte  Jonas  in  pe  fisshes  mawe 

Til  he  was  spowted  vp  at*  Nynyve  487 

Wei  may  men  knowe  it  was  no  wi^t*  but*  he 

What*  kept*  puple  Ebrayk  from  drenchinge 

Wif  drie  feet*  ]K)rgh  out*  ye  see  passings  490 

Who  bad  pe  foore  spiretes  of  tempest* 

That*  power  han  bof  annoyen  londe  and  see 

Bo])  nor])e  and  sou))e  and  also  west*  and  Eesi^ 

Annoye])  nei])er  See  londe  ne  tree  494 

Sof ly  pe  Comanndei'  of  fat*  was  he 

That*  from  f e  tempest*  ay  pia  womman  kepi^ 

As  wel  whan  she  woke  as  whan  she  sclepte         Ctef  n,  back] 

Where  my3t*  pia  womman  mete  or  drynk*  haue 

Thre  3ere  or  more  how  lastef  hii*  vitaille 

Who  fedde  pe  Egipcien  mary  in  fe  Caue 

Or  in  desert*  noon  but*  Cnst*  saunz  faille  501 

V.  Mt.  folk  it*  was  as  grete  mervaille 

Wif  loues  .Y.  and  fisshes  two  to  fede 

Grod  sent^  his  foysen  at*  her  grete  node  504 
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Bhe  diyae^  for^  into  oiu'  Occian 

ThoigH-out;'  ouie  vnldfi  See  to  atte  last^ 

Ynder  an  hold  ^at*  nempne  I  ne  can 

ffoT  in  Nourth  humberlonci  p*  wawe  hir^  cast* 

And  in  pe  sonde  her  shipp  stiked  so  fast 

faf  ]^enne8  wold  it*  not*  of  al  a  tyde 

The  wille  of  Crist  was  J^at*  she  shnld  ahide 


508 


511 


The  Constable  of  J^e  Caste!  doun  is  &ae 
To  seen  J^is  werk  and  al  ])e  ship  he  Boufjf 
And  fonde  Jris  wery  womman  ful  of  care 
He  fonde  also  p&  tresoure  ^af  she  bron^f 
In  her  langage  mercy  she  bysoujt* 
The  lif"  out»  of  her  body  forto  twynne 
Hire  to  delynere  of  woo  fafr  she  was  Inne 

A  Manet'  latyii  cormpte  was  her  speche 
Bnt*  algates  ^er-by  was  she  ynderstonde 
The  Constable  whan  he  list*  no  lengere  seche 
This  wooful  woTnman  broujf  he  to  J>e  londe 
She  knele))  doune  and  fonkep  goddys  sonde 
But*  what*  she  was  she  wold^  no  man  seye 
ffor  fonle  ne  faire  J^ou^e  pat  she  shul($  deye 

She  seide  she  was  so  mased  in  the  See 
fat*  she  forgate  hnre  mynde  by  hure  troufe 
The  Constable  of  hire  h&p  so  grete  pite 
And  eke  his  wiff  J)at*  J>ei  wepen  for  ron])e 
She  was  so  diligent*  wi^-outen  slou^e 
To  seme  and  plese  enerech  in  J^af  place 
That*  al  her  lonen  ])at*  loken  on  her  face  / 

The  Constable  and  dame  Ermengelci  his  wiff* 
Were  paynymes  and  Jwit*  contray  euerywhere 
But*  Hermengilf  loned  hure  ri3f  as  hir  liff* 
And  Constance  haf  so  longe  soiot^med  ))ere 
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In  Orisons  wi^  mony  a  bitter  tere 

Til  Diera  h&ye  connerted  J^orgb  bis  grace 

Dame  bermengilcl  Constablesse  of  }at  place  539 

In  aB.  ^at*  londe  durst*  none  cnsten  route 

Alle  Cristen  folk*  ben  fleddf  fro  J^at'  cuntre 

ThoTgti  paynymes  ^t*  conquered  ^r  aboute 

^e  plages  of  pe  nort&  by  lond  and  see  543 

To  i^ales  fledde  fQ  Cnstiante 

Of  olde  Bretoynes  dwellin  in  J^e  He 

Ther  was  hure  refute  for  ]>e  mene  wbile  546 

But*  jif  nas  neuere  cristen  Bretoyne  so  exiled 

Tbat*  pea:  nas  somme  in  her  priuetee 

Honoured  Crisf  and  bej^en  folk*  begyled 

And  nyje  ]^e  Gastel  suctL  ^er  dwelled  thre  550 

Tbat*  oon  of  bem  was  blynde  and  my^f  not*  see 

But*  it*  were  wif  Jilk  yen  of  bis  mynde 

WittL  wbic&  men  seen  after  ^af  pei  bene  blyndf  553 

Bri3t*  was  ]>e  sonne  as  in  jmf  somers  day 

ffor  wbicbe  pe  constable  and  his  wif  also 

And  Custance  ban  ytake  ]^e  ri)t^  way 

Toward  ]>e  see  a  forlonge  way  or  two  557 

To  pleien  and  to  romen  to  and  fixx)  / 

And  in  ber  walk*  J^is  blynde  man  fei  mette 

Groked  and  olde  vdp  fast*  eyen  ysbetf  Pctf  9s»  iMk] 

In  fe  name  of  crisf  cried  pia  blynd  Bretoun 

Dame  bermegilcl  jeue  me  Bi3f  agayn 

Tbis  lady  wexe  a-fraied  of  pe  soune 

Lest*  ^at*  ber  busbond  sbortely  forto  seyne  564 

Wold  bure  for  Ihem  cnistes  loue  baue  slayfl 

Til  Custance  made  bure  bold  and  bad  bire  wircbe 

The  wille  of  crisf  as  dou3tei'  of  his  cbirche  567 

PETWOaTH   196  (6-T.  147) 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


SIX-TEXT   148 
GROUP  B.    §   2.    MAN  OF  LAW*S  TALE.    PotWOrth  X8.    197 

The  constable  wexe  abasshed  of  fa,V  sight* 

And  seide  whaf  amoiuite]»  al  ]»is  fare 

distance  answeidf  She  if  is  cnstes  myjf 

J)af  helpe]»  folk  out*  of  ])e  fendes  snare  671 

And  so  ferfor^  she  can  onr  lay  declare 

jmf  she  ]»e  constable  er  it  was  eve 

Conaerte]»  and  on  crisf  made  hjm  bylene  574 

This  Constable  nas  no  ]»ing*  lord!  of  J^is  place 

Of  which  I  speke  per  he  Cnstaunce  fonde 

But*  kepte  if  strongly  mony  a  wyntei*  space 

Vnder  AUa  king*  of  all  Norjjhumberlonde  578 

^af  was  foil  wise  and  wor^i  of  his  honde 

Ageyne  ]>e  scottes  as  men  may  wel  here 

Bnf  tome  I  wil  ageyn  to  my  matere  581 

Sathan  ])af  etxere  vs  waite^  to  begile 

Seghe  of  Cnstance  al  hure  perfecciotm 

And  casf  anone  howe  he  myjf  quyte  her  while 

And  made  a  yonge  knyghf  ])af  dwelf  in  ^e  toun  585 

Loue  hire  so  hoof  of  foule  affeccioun 

jM  verrely  hym  J^oujf  he  shvlde  spille 

Buf  he  of  hir6  ones  myjf  haae  his  wills  588 

He  wowep  hnr^  buf  if  ayaillej)  non^f 

She  wold6  do  no  synne  by  no  weye 

And  for  despite  he  compased  in  his  ])OT^f  paaf  m 

To  make  hura  a  shamefnl  dee]»  to  dye  592 

He  waite))  whan  ^  constable  was  away 

And  pnuely  Tpon  a  ny3f  he  crepf 

In  hermengildes  Chambrd  while  she  slepf  595 

Wery  for-waked  in  her  Orisons 

Slepe))  Cnstance  and  hermengild  also  / 

This  knyghf  ^ourgh  Sathanas  temptaciofis 

Al  softly  is  to  fe  bed  y-goo  599 
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And  kitte  fe  ]»iote  of  heimengild  atwoo  ; 

And  laide  ]»e  blody  knyf  by  dame  Cnstatmce 

And  wenf  his  wayB  fen  god  ^eoe  hym  meschannoe        602 

8one  after  Comme^  fis  Constable  borne  agayfi 

And  Eke  Alia  y&i^  kinge  was  of  ^ai^  londe 

And  segb  bis  wiff  dispitously  slayfl 

ffor  wbicbe  fhl  ofl^  be  wepte  and  wionge  bis  bonde       606 

And  in  pe  bedde  J^e  blody  knyf  be  fonde 

By  dame  Custatmce  alias  wbaf  myjf^  sbe  say 

ffor  veny  woo  ber  witte  was  al  away  609 

So  kinge  Alia  was  tolde  al  ])is  mescbat/nce 

And  eke  fe  tyme  and  wbere  and  in  wbat  wise 

fa,if  in  a  sbipp  was  founden  pis  Custaunce 

As  beze  byfom  ^e  ban  berde  devise  613 

Tbe  kingges  berf  of  pite  gan  agrise 

Wban  be  seye  so  benigne  a  creature 

fGEdle  in  dissese  and  in  mysaaentme  616 

For  as  }e  lombe  toward  f*  detb  is  brot^l^ 

So  ]»is  Innocenf  stanf  to-fore  )»e  king* 

piB  fSeds  kny3t*  ]»at*  ba))  )»is  tresofl  wroujf 

Bere)»  bure  on  bonde  fsA?  sbe  h&p  do  ]»is  fmg  ^29 

But*  naj^elees  J^er  was  grete  nummyng* 

Amonge  ^e  puple  and  seie  foi  can  not  gesse 

Tba[t]  sbe  bad  done  so  grete  a  wickednesse         Paul  Hbuk] 

Por  J»ei  ban  seyn  bei*  enere  so  vertuous 
And  louyng<  bermengile  ri3f  as  ber  liff 
Of  ]»is  bare  witnesse  ea^ricb  in  J^af  bous 
Saue  be  ^1^  bermengilcl  slowe  wit^  bis  knylf  627 

Tbis  gentile  kinge  hsf  kau^f  a  gref^  motiff 
Of  ^is  witnesse  and  ^ou3t*  be  wold  enquere 
Depper  in  fiB  caas  troupe  forto  lere  630 
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Alias  Cnstafice  ^ow  nasf  no  champ joll 

Ke  fights  Canstowe  naf  so  wele  away 

But^  he  f&if  for  oure  ledempciofl 

And  bonds  Sathan  and  Ijep  hjm  ^er  he  lay 

So  be  ]»i  strong*  Champiofl  ))is  daye 

ffor  but*  Cnste  on  ye  miracle  kil£ 

Wi]K>wten  gilf  ^ou  shalf  be  slayn  as  swi]^ 


634 


637 


She  setie  her  doune  on  loiees  and  }er  she  seide 
Immortal  god  ])af  sauedesf  Susanne 
ffiro  fals  blame  and  J^ou  merciful  maide 
Maiye  I  mene  donjter  to  seint*  Anne 
Byfom  whoos  childe  anngels  sing<  Osanne 
If  I  be  giltlees  of  ))is  felonye 
My  soconra  be  for  ellis  shal  I  dye 

Haue  je  not*  sene  somtyme  a  pale  face 
Among*  a  prees  of  him  ^at*  ha^  be  ladde 
Toward  ]»e  de])e  where  as  he  gete  no  grace 
And  swich  a  colonre  in  his  face  haf  hadde 
Men  myjf  knowe  his  face  ^af  was  bistadde 
Amonge  alle  ^e  faces  of  ])af  route 
So  stant  Custance  and  loke)^  hire  aboute 

0  qnenes  lyuynge  in  prospmte 

Duchesses  and  30  ladies  euerechond 

Haue  some  rou]»e  on  her  adue/'site 

An  Emperours  doujtere  stanf  allone 

She  ha^  no  wijf  to  whom  to  make  her  mono 

0  blood  real  ])af  stondesf  in  fiB  drede 

ffer  bene  ])i  frendes  af  ])i  grete  nede 

This  Alia  king*  ha))  swicft  compassioun 
As  Geltile  herf  is  fulfilled  of  pite 
])af  from  his  eyen  ranne  ^e  water  dottn 
Kow  hasteli  do  fecche  a  boke  quod  he 
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And  if  pia  knyght*  wil  sweie  bowe  pat  ehe 

pis  womman  sclowe  jif  vril  we  vs  avise 

Whom  ]»at*  we  wold  shuld  be  our  lustise  665 

A  breton  booke  writen  wit^  etuiungelies 

Was  fette  and  ^r-on  he  swore  anone 

She  giltif  was  in  J^e  mene  whiles 

An  honde  him  smote  ypon  ^e  nekke  bone  669 

p&i?  doune  he  felle  af  ones  as  a  stone 

And  bo))6  his  eyen  brast*  ont^  of  his  face 

In  si^f  of  eueij  body  in  pai  place  672 

A  Toys  was  heide  in  general  audience 

And  seide  J^ou  hasf  disslaundered  giltelees 

^e  donjter  of  holy  church  in  high  presence 

Thus  hastowe  done  and  jif  I  mofr  hold  my  pees  676 

Of  pia  mervaile  agasf  was  aH  ^e  prees 

As  mazed  folk*  ^ei  stoden  euerechone 

ffor  drede  of  wreche  sauf  Custance  alon^  679 

Oiete  was  ^e  drede  and  eke  p&  repentatince 

Of  hem  p&if  hadden  wrong*  suspecioun 

Vppon  ^is  cely  Innocent*  Custai^nce 

And  for  p\a  miracle  in  condusioun  683 

And  by  Custance  Mediacioun 

pe  kinge  and  mony  ano^r  in  pat  place 

Conuerted  were  ]K)nked  be  goddis  grace  [imi  M,Uicki 

This  fals  knyghf  was  sclayfi  for  his  TntronJ^e 

By  luggemenf  of  Alia  hastifly 

And  3if  Custance  ha])  of  his  de^  gref  Toupe 

And  after  ^is  Ihe«us  of  his  mercye  690 

Made  Alia  wedden  ful  solempnely 

This  holy  maiden  ])af  is  so  bri^f  and  shene 

And  puB  ha^  crisf  made  Custance  a  queue  693 
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Buf  who  was  wooful  if  I  shal  nof  lye 

Of  f  is  wedding*  but*  donegild  arid  no  moo  / 

The  kingges  modere  fill  of  Tyrannye 

Hire  Jjoi^f  her  cursed  herf  biasf  a  two  697 

She  wol($  not*  her  sone  had  done  so  / 

Hire  ])oujf  a  despite  ^at<  he  shulde  take 

So  straunge  a  creatuie  vnto  his  make  700 

K£  list*  nof  of  J^e  Chaf  ne  of  ]>e  stre 

Make  so  longe  a  tale  as  of  ))e  oonxe 

Whaf  shuld  I  tellen  of  ]>e  Eialte 

Of  manage  or  which  cours  gop  byfoma  704 

Who  blows])  in  trompe  or  in  an  hoind 

y  ffiwte  of  eueiy  tale  is  forto  seye 

Je[i]  and  diinke .  J>ei  daunce  singe  or  pley .  707 

Ihei  gone  to  bedde  as  if  was  skil  and  n^V 

ffor  ym^e  ))af  wives  bene  ful  holy  ^ingges 

fei  most*  take  in  pacience  a  nyghf 

Sach  maneie  necessaries  as  ben  plesingges  711 

To  folk*  jMif  han  ywedded  hem  wtt^  ringges  / 

And  laye  a  litel  her  holynesse  aside 

As  for  fe  tyme  if  may  none  oj^ere  betide  714 

On  hire  he  gate  a  knane  child  anone 

And  to  a  bisshope  and  his  Constable  eke 

He  toke  his  wif  to  kepe  whan  he  is  gone  [iwrM] 

to  scotlond  ward  his  foomen  for  to  seke  718 

Nowe  faire  distance  ))af  is  so  humble  and  meke 

So  longe  is  goon  wi))  child  til  )»af  stille 

She  half  her  chambere  abiding*  cristes  wille  721 

The  tyme  is  come  a  knane  child  she  here 
Mauricins  atte  fontstone  ^i  hym  calle 
J^is  Constable  do^  for]»  come  a  massagere 
And  wrote  to  his  kinge  ]>af  cleped  was  AUe  725 
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Howe  ^af  J^is  blisfol  tydyngg^^  is  bjfalle 

And  o))er  tydingges  spedefdl  forto  seje 

He  take])  ])e  lettre  and  forf  he  go))  Iiis  waye  728 

This  Massageie  to  done  his  aua2£ntage 

Ynto  ^e  kingges  modere  ride^  swi])e 

And  sal  we])  hire  ful  faire  in  bis  langage 

Madame  quod  he .  ^e  may  be  glad  and  bli])e  732 

And  ])onke^  god  an  hundred  ])ousan(l  8i])e 

My  lady  queue  haj  child  wij-outen  doute 

To  loie  and  blisse  of  al  ^is  legne  aboute  735 

Lo  here  pe  lettrea  seled  of  ])is  ^inge 

Jjaf  I  mof  here  wij)  al  ])e  hasf  I  may 

If  je  wil  ou3f  vnto  joure  sone  ]>e  kinge 

I  am  3oure  seruawnte  bojj  nyjf  and  day  739 

Dongil($  answeidf  not*  not*  at<  ])is  tyme 

Buf  here  al  ny3f  I  -vvil  ]>ou  take  fi  rest* 

To  morowe  wil  I  saye  what*  me  lesf  742 

This  Massagere  dronk*  sadly  ale  and  wyne 

And  stoUen  were  his  le^^res  prively 

Ouf  of  his  boxe  whiLsf  he  slepte  as  a  swyu) 

And  coimterfeted  was  ful  subtily  746 

A  noJ)cre  lettre  wrou}^  fol  synfuUy 

Ynto  ])e  kinge  directe  of  ])i8  matere 

fl&rom  his  Constable  as  30  shal  after  here  Deaf  96,  i»ck] 

The  lettre  spak*  ^e  Queue  delyuered  was 

Of  so  horrible  a  fendlich  creature 

Thaf  in  fe  Castel  noon  so  hardy  was 

Jaf  eny  while  dorsf  ])cr-Inne  endure  753 

The  modere  was  an  Fif  by  auenture 

Ycome  by  Charmes  or  by  sorcerye 

And  eueiy  wight*  hate]?  her  companye  756 
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WOo  was  ^is  kinge  wlian  he  ^is  httie  had  sejntf 

But  to  no  wi3t*  he  tolde  his  sorowes  sore 

But»  of  his  owne  honde  he  wrote  ageyiw 

Welcome  pe  sonde  of  crisf  for  euermoore  760 

To  me  ]»at*  am  nowe  lered  in  his  lore 

Lord  welcome  be  pi  lusf  and  ])i  plesaxince 

My  lust*  is  putte  al  in  ])ine  ordynaunce  763 

Wepe])  piB  child  al  be  if  foule  or  feire 

And  eke  my  wiff  vnto  myn  home  commynge 

Crist*  whan  him  list*  may  sende  me  an  heire 

More  argreable  pan  ^is  is  to  my  likinge  767 

This  letter  he  celef  piively  wepinge 

Whiche  to  ^e  massagere  was  take  sone 

And  for^  he  go]>  ))er  nys  no  more  to  done  770 

0  Massagere  fulfilled  of  dronkenesse  t^i««»  «>««.  p-  1E.J 

Stronge  is  fi  hieef  ])i  lymmes  flateren  ay 

And  ^ou  by-wreiest*  al  sikemesse 

Thy  mynde  is  lorn  pou  langelest*  as  a  laye  774 

Thi  hce  is  turned  in  a  newe  aray 

Ther  dronkenesse  regnef  in  ony  route 

Ther  nys  no  counseH  hidde  wiJK)ut«  doute  777 

0  Donegild  I  ne  haue  noon  englissh  digne 

Vnto  pi  malice  and  fi  tyrannye »  P  ^tS'^^^^i;^^^'^'' 

And  ]>erfore  to  pe  fende  I  pe  resigne 

Lat*  hym  enditen  of  ])i  traterye  781 

ffy  mannys^  fy.  o  nay  by  god  I  lie 

flfy  feendissfi  spirit* .  for  I  dar  wel  telle 

Thowe  ])0u  here  walk*  Ji  spirit*  is  in  helle  784 

This  massagere  comme^  fro  pe  feende  agayfi 

And  at*  pe  kingges  moders  court*  he  lijf 

And  she  was  of  this  massagere  ful  fietyfl 

And  plesed  him  in  al  pat  enere  she  my3t*  788 
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He  drank  wel  his  giidel  vnder  pi}f 

He  sdepe^  and  he  fironte])  in  his  gise 

Al  nyghf  to  ^e  sonne  gan  aiise  791 

Ofte  weie  his  letties  stolle  eu^rec&ona 

And  counterfeted  le^res  in  y&V  wise 

pe  kinge  commannde]»  his  constable  anon^ 

Vp  peyn  of  hongyng*  on  an  higfe  Iwyse  795 

That*  he  ne  shulde  sufEie  in  no  wise 

Custance  wi])-Inne  his  regno  forto  abide 

Thre  daies  and  a  quarter  of  a  tyde  798 

But*  in  ]>e  same  ship  as  he  hire  fonde 

Hur6  and  her  yonge  sone  and  al  her  gcre 

He  shulde  putte  and  croude  fro  f^  londe 

And  charge  hnre  ))af  she  nenere  eft  come,  pere  802 

O  my  Custafice  wel  may  ])i  goosf  haue  fere 

And  sloping^  in  pi  dreme  bene  in  penatince 

Whan  donegil  casf  aH  hir  ordinat^nce  805 

This  Massagere  on  morowe  whan  he  woke 

Vnto  ]»e  Castel  half  ])e  next*  waye 

And  to  ])e  Constable  he  \>e  W^  toke 

And  whan  ^at<  he  ])is  pitons  lettre  saye  809 

fFul  oft  he  seide  alias  and  walawaye 

lord  Crist*  quod  he  howe  may  fis  httre  endure     [i«»f  »7,  i»ck] 

So  ful  of  synne  is  mony  a  creature  812 

0  myjty  god  if*  fat*  it*  be  pi  wille 

Si))  pou  art*  ri3t*ful  luge  how  may  it*  be 

pat*  pou  wilt*  suifren  Innocentz  to  spille 

And  wicked  folk  regnen  in  prosperite  816 

O  good  Custance  alias  so  woo  is  me 

pat*  I  mote  be  pi  turmentour  or  deye 

On  shames  detH  per  nys  noon  op<9re  waye  819 
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Wepen  bo^  jonge  and  olde  in  al  )»af  place 

Whan  ^af  ^e  kinge  pia  ciused  IbHtq  sent* 

And  Custance  wi^  a  dedly  pale  face 

]>e  fer^e  day  toward  her  ship  she  wenf  823 

Buf  najrelees  she  take^  in  good  entenf 

ye  -wille  of  Ciisf  and  kneling*  in  pe  stronde 

She  saide  lorde  o.  welcome  be  pi  sonde  826 

He  jmt*  me  kepf  &om  fe  fals  blame 

While  I  was  in  pe  londe  amonges  30U 

He  kan  me  kepe  from  haime  and  eke  fro  sham 

In  salt*  See  al-foj^e  I  se  not*  howe  830 

As  stronge  as  euer  he  was  he  is  r^i^  nowe 

In  hym  trosf  I  and  in  his  modern  dere 

}a,V  is  to  me  my  saiUe  and  eke  my  stere  833 

Hire  litel  child  lay  weping<  in  her  Arme 

An  kneling*  pitously  to  him  she  seide 

Pees  litel  sone  I  wil  do  ])e  noon  harme 

Wi])  ]»af  her  keerchef  of  her  hede  she  breide  837 

And  onei'  his  smale  yen  she  it*  leyde 

And  in  her  Arme  she  Ivllep  if  fal  fasf 

And  in  to  heuene  her  yen  vp  she  cast*  840 

Hodere  quod  she  and  maide  bri3t*  marie 

So]>e  is  ^af  ^orowe  wommennys  eggemenf  ^learoBj 

Mankinde  was  lorn  and  dampned  ay  to  dye 

ffor  which  fi  child  was  on  croys  yrent*  844 

pi  blisfiil  eyen  segh  al  his  turmenf 

^an  is  pet  no  comparison  bytwene 

^i  woo  and  any  woo  man  may  sustene  847 

Thowe  s^he  ])i  sone  yslayn  bifore  pine  eyen 

And  jit*  now  lyuef  my  litel  child  parfay 

Now  lady  brijt*  to  whoom  al  woful  crien 

Thowe  glory  of  wommanhode  fou  faire  may  851 
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f  ow  hauen  of  refute  brijf  sterre  of  day 

Eewe  on  my  childf  ^at*  of  ^i  gentilnesae 

newest*  on  eueiy  Bwefufi  in  distresse  854 

0  litel  child  alias  waf  is  ^i  gilt* 

]»af  neuer  wron^testi  synne  as  ^if  parde 

Why  wil  ))ine  harde  fadeie  haue  ])e  spilf 

0  meicye  dere  constable  quod  she  858 

Aa  laf  my  litel  child  dwelle  heze  with  ^ 

And  jif  ])ou  darst*  not*  fauour  hym  for  blame 

So  kisse  him  onys  in  his  faders  name  861 

TherwiJ)  she  loke^  bacward  to  ])e  lande 

And  saide  fare  wel  husbond  rewthlees 

And  vp  she  rest*  and  walkef  down  y  stronde 

Toward  pe  shippe  hire  folowe^  al  ^e  prees  865 

And  euere  she  preie^  her  child  to  hold  his  pees 

And  take^  her  leue  and  with  an  holy  entent* 

She  blesse))  hire  and  into  ship  she  went*  868 

Ayailed  was  ]>e  ship  it*  is  no  drede 

Abundantly  for  hire  a  longe  space 

And  o^er  necessaries  pat  shulda  nede 

She  had  ynowe  heryed  be  goddes  grace  872 

flfor  wynde  and  weder  almyjty  god  purchase 

And  bringe  hure  home  I  can  no  better  seye         peaf  98,  back] 

But*  in  ])e  See  she  drive])  for^  her  weye  875 


[PART  III] 

Alia  pe  kynge  commep  home  sone  aftei'  ])is 

Vnto  his  Castel  of  pe  which  I  tolde 

And  axe])  wher  his  wif*  and  his  child  is 

The  Constable  gan  abouf  his  hert*  cold  879 
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And  pleynly  al  ^e  maneie  he  hym  told 

As  je  han  herde  I  can  telle  it*  no  betters 

And  shewej)  J^e  kinge  his  seele  and  his  lettere      .         882 

And  seide  lord  as  je  commaunded  me 

Vp  peyn  of  dej«  so  haue  I  done  certeyne 

This  massagere  tormented  was  til  he 

Mosf  be-knowen  and  tellen  plaf  and  pleyna  886 

ffrom  nyghf  to  nyjt*  in  what»  place  he  had  leym 

And  pMB  by  witte  and  subtil  enqneringe 

Tmagened  was  by  whom  ])is  harme  can  sprynge  889 

The  honde  was  knowen  f af  fe  le/fere  wrote 

And  al  ])e  yenyme  of  ])is  cuised  dede 

Bat*  in  what*  wise  certeynly  I  note 

pe  effecte  is  ])is  J^af  Alia  ouf  of  drede  893 

his  modere  sclowe  )»af  mony  men  ple3rnly  rede 

That*  for  she  tratour  was  to  her  legeannce 

Thus  ende))  olcl  donegild  with  meschannce  896 

The  Sorowe  J>af  f  is  Alia  ny^t  and  day 

Make^  for  his  wif*  and  for  his  child  also 

Ther  nys  no  ttrnge  f&i?  if  telle  may 

But*  now  wil  I  vnto  Custance  goo  900 

That*  flete^  in  J)e  See  in  peyn  and  woo 

Y.  3ere  and  more  as  liked  cn'stes  sonde 

Er  ^at*  her  shippe  approched  vnto  londe  903 

Vnder  an  hethen  Castdft  atte  last* 

Of  which  pe  name  in  my  tixt*  no3t*  I  fynde  ne^»3 

Custance  and  eke  pe  child  Je  see  vp  cast* 

Almyjty  god  J^af  saue^  al  man  kinde  907 

Haue  on  custaunce  and  her  childe  som  mynde 

^at*  fallen  is  in  hethen  hand  eft*  sone 

In  poynt*  to  spille  as  I  shal  telle  jou  sone  910 
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Sowne  &o  ]»e  Castefi  com)«  fere  mony  a  i¥i3f 

To  gaw6Q  on  pia  ship  and  on  cufitance 

£uf  shorlely  &om  J^e  Castel  on  a  nyjt* 

The  lordes  stewaidf  god  jeue  hjm  meschaunce  914 

A  theef  ^af  liad  lejned  our  creaunce 

Come  into  shipp  allone  and  seide  he  shul($ 

Her  le?7iman  be  where  so  she  wold  or  nold  917 

Woo  was  J»is  wrecched  womman  Joo  bygone 

Her  childe  cried  and  she  cried  p^tou8ly 

But*  blisful  maiy  halpe  hure  rijf  anond 

ffor  wij  her  strogelinge  wel  and  my3tely  921 

J»e  theef  fille  oner  bordf  al  sodeynly 

And  in  J»e  See  he  dreynt*  for  vengeance 

And  ])us  ha))  crisf  ynwemmed  kepte  cnstance  924 

0  foule  lusf  of  luxurie  lo  fine  ende  tii«*»  «»«•.  p.  iwj 

Not*  only  f af  f ou  fayiitest*  mannys  mynde 

Buf  verrely  Jou  wilf  his  body  shende 

])e  ende  of  ])i  werk  or  of  ^i  lustes  blynde  928 

Is  compleynyng^  how  mony  one  may  men  fynde 

fat  noujf  for  werk  somtyme  buf  for  pentente 

To  done  f is  synne  bene  eifei*  slayn  or  shente  931 

How  may  J^is  weike  womman  han  fia  strengttL 

Hire  to  defend  a3einfif  ^is  Eenegat* 

0  Golyas  vnmesurable  of  length 

How  myjt*  dauid  make  fe  so  mat  935 

So  yonge  and  of  armure  so  desolaf 

How  dursf  he  loke  ypon  ^i  dredful  fiace  pmf  99,  back] 

Wel  may  men  seen  if  was  buf  goddes  grace  938 

Who  jaf*  Judith  corage  or  hardynesse 

To  scleen  hym  Olesphemus  in  his  tenf 

And  to  delyuere  ouf  of  wrecchednesse 

The  puple  of  god  I  seye  for  \>ia  entenf  942 
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That*  i^f  as  god  spirit*  and  vigor  sent* 

To  hem  and  saued  hem  out*  of  meschoance 

So  sent*  he  myjt*  and  vigor  to  Cnstaunce  945 

For^  gop  pe  shippe  ]>oiowe-out*  ^e  narow  mou]ye 

Of  lubaltar  and  scepte  dryuyng  aye 

Som  tyme  weaf  and  somtyme  nourj^e  and  sou^e 

And  somtyme  £ste  fill  mony  a  weiy  daye  949 

Til  Ciistes  modere  blessed  be  30  aye 

hap  scapen  ]>orgh  her  endelees  goodnesse 

To  make. an  ende  of  al  her  hevynesse  952 

How  lat*  vs  stynt*  of  distance  but*  a  throwe 

And  speke  we  of  pe  Eomayn  Emperour 

l»t*  out*  of  Surry  haf  by  letters  knowe 

pe  sclaughter  of  Cristen  folk  and  diBhonoure  956 

Doon  to  his  doubter  by  a  fals  tratour 

I  mene  pe  Cursed  wicked  Sowdenesse 

That*  at  ^e  feesf  lete  sdeen  bo])  more  and  lesse  959 

For  which  pQ  Emperour  ha])  sent*  anofl 

His  Senatour  wi])  real  ordynat^nce 

And  o]>er  lordes  god  wote  mony  oil 

On  Surriens  to  taken  hie  vengeat^nce  963 

They  brennen  sleen  and  bringgen  hem  to  meschai^nce . 

ffol  mony  a  day  but*  shortely  pis  is  ])ende 

Homwordf  to  Home  ^ei  shapen  hem  to  wende  966 

This  senatour  repaire])  wtt^  victorye 

To  Eomeward  saillinge  ful  Eially  n«^  100] 

And  mette  pe  Shippe  dryuyng*  as  sei])  ])q  storye 

In  which  Custance  sitte  ful  pitously  970 

No  f  ing*  ne  knewe  what*  she  was  ne  why 

She  was  in  such  aray .  ne  she  nyl  sey 

Of  her  astaat*  ])ough  ])at*  she  shuld^  deye  973 
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HE  bringe^  her  to  Bome  and  to  his  wiff 

He  jaue  hnx^  and  her  jonge  sone  also 

And  wi])  pQ  Senatouie  she  lad  her  liff 

Thus  can  our  lady  bringen  out*  of  woo  977 

Woofdl  distance  and  mony  an  o])^  moo 

And  longe  tyme  dwelled  she  in  ]>at*  place 

In  holy  werkes  euer  as  was  hira  grace  ;^80 

The  Senatours  wif  her  Auute  was 

But*  for  al  ])af  she  knewe  her  neuere  ]»e  more 

I  wil  no  lenger  tarien  in  ]ns  cas 

But*  to  kinge  Alia  which  I  spake  of  yore  984 

)}at<  for  his  wiff  wepe]>  and  sighe])  sore 

I  wil  retome  and  lete  I  wil  distance 

Vnder  ^e  Senatours  gouemaunce  987 

Kynge  Alia  whic^  paif  had  his  modere  sclayfi 

Vpon  a  day  felle  in  such  repentaunce 

]»t<  if  I  shortely  tellen  shal  and  playfL 

To  Bome  he  commQp  to  resceyuen  his  penance  991 

And  putte  him  in  fe  Popes  ordinafice 

In  by  and  lowe  and  Jhesa.  crisf  bysou3f 

ffor3eue  lus  wicked  werkes  faf  he  wroujt*  994 

The  fame  anon  J^orowe  Boom  toune  is  bom 

How  Alia  ])e  king*  shal  commen  in  pilgnmage 

By  herberiours  faf  wenten  hym  bifom 

ffor  which  fe  Senatoure  as  was  vsage  998 

Bode  hjm  ^ein  and  mony  of  his  lynage 

As  wel  to  shewen  his  hie  magnificence  pcaf  loo,  buk] 

As  to  doon  eny  king*  a  Beuerence  1001 

Orete  chere  do])  pis  noble  Senatour 

To  kinge  Alia  and  he  to  hym  also 

Euerech  of  hem  do])  o])ere  grete  honour 

And  so  byfelle  Jaf  in  a  day  or  twoo  1005 
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This  Senatoor  is  to  king*  Alia  goo  / 

To  feesf  and  sliortely  if  I  shal  not*  ly 

Cnstance  sone  in  his  Companye  1008 

Sonune  men  wold  seyn  atte  leqnesf  of  Custance 

This  Senatoor  ha])  ladde  ])is  child  to  fesf 

I  may  not  tellen  eueiy  Circnmstance 

Be  as  be  may  y&r  was  he  atte  leesf  1012 

Baf  6o])e  is  pis  fsif  at*  his  modeis  hesf 

Byfom  alia  dniinge  ])e  metes  space 

The  Childe  stode  loking*  in  ^e  kingges  face  1015 

This  Alia  kinge  ha])  of  pe  child  gref  wonder 

And  to  ])e  Senatonie  he  seide  anoon 

Whoos  is  ])ati  faiie  childe  ])af  stonde])  3ondei' 

I  noof  quod  he  by  god  and  be  seynf  lohfi  1019 

A  modere  he  ha^  buf  fadere  ha^  he  non 

])at*  I  of  wote  and  shortly  in  a  stounde 

He  told  Alia  how  faf  fis  child' was  founde  1022 

Bnf  god  wote  quod  ])is  Senatour  alao 

So  vertuons  a  lynere  in  my  liff 

Ne  segb  I  neuere  as  she  ne  herd  of  mo 

Of  worldly  wowmen  /  mayde  ne  wiff  1026 

I  dar  wel  seide  she  had  leuer'  a  knyff 

])orowe-ouf  her  bresf  fan  bene  a  womman  wicke 

^r  is  no  man  coufe  bringe  hhe  to  ])at*  prikke  1029 

How  was  ])is  Childe  as  like  vnto  custance 

As  possible  is  a  creatt^re  to  be  [leofioi] 

This  AUa  ha])  ])e  face  in  remembrafice 

Of  Dame  Custance  and  ])eron  mused  he  1033 

If  faf  J)e  childes  modere  were  oujf  she 

f  af  IB  his  wif  and  pr/uely  he  si3f 

And  spedde  hym  fro  pe  table  ])at*  he  my^f  1036 
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Peifay  he  fou^\f  pQ  faDtom  is  in  myn  hede 

I  oufi  demen  of  skilful  luggement* 

Thaf  in  pe  salt*  se  mj  wif  is  dede 

And  afterwardi  he  made  his  aigumenf  1040 

What  wote  I  jif  ]>at<  ciisf  haf  hidei'  sent* 

My  wiff  by  see  as  wel  as  he  hex'  senf 

To  my  cuntre  from  ])ennes  as  she  was  went^  1043 

And  afteie  anoon  home  wip  pe  Senatourd 

6o^  alia  f orto  see  ^is  wondei^  chance 

This  Senatour  do]>  Alia  giete  honooie 

And  hastifly  he  senf  afteie  distance  1047 

Buf  truste]>  wel  her  lust*  non^t*  to  dance 

Whan  ])at<  she  wist*  wheifor  was  p&tf  sonde 

Ynne])es  on  her  fete  she  my^t*  stonde  1050 

Whan  Alia  segh  his  wif  f aire  he  her  grette 

And  wepte  if  was  reuje  forto  see 

ffor  atte  firsf  loke  he  on  hir  sette 

He  knewe  wel  verrely  ])af  if  was  she  1054 

And  for  sorowe  as  dombe  stant  as  a  tie 

So  was  herf  shette  in  her  distresse 

Whan  she  remembred  his  vnkindenesse  1057 

Twise  she  swowne^  in  his  owne  sijf 

He  wepte  and  him  excuse])  pitously 

l^owe  god  quod  he  and  his  halowes  bri3f 

So  wisly  on  my  soule  haue  mercj  1061 

]>af  of  joure  harme  as  gUtelees  am  I 

As  is  Maurice  Mi  sone  so  lik  ^oure  face  ^Mf  loi.twck] 

THIiR  ^e  feend  me  fecche  ouf  of  pis  place  1064 

Longe  was  pe  sobbyng*  and  pe  bitter  peyne 

Er  J)af  her  wooful  hertes  myjten  cese 

Grete  was  pe  pite  forto  here  hem  pleyne 

)K)Tgli  whichtf  pleyntes  gan  her  woo  encrees  1068 
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I  prei  30a  alt  my  labour  to  lelees 

I  may  not*  tellen  Ler  woo  yntdl  to  moiowe 

I  am  80  weiy  to  speke  of  her  soiowe  1071 

Bat^  fynaly  whan  J^t*  pe  so^e  is  wist^ 

That^  Alia  giltlees  was  of  her  woo 

I  trowe  an  C.  tymes  ben  pel  kist* 

And  suche  a  blisse  is  per  ytwix  hem  twoo  1075 

]>af  sane  pe  loie  J^at*  lestep  enermoo 

pex  is  non  like  ]>af  eny  cieature 

Ha])  seyne  or  shal  while  ^e  world  may  dure  1078 

Tho  preied  she  her  husbond  mekely 

In  relief  of  her  longe  pitous  pyne 

]»t^  he  wolde  prei  hure  fadere  specialy 

poif  of  his  maieste  he  wold  endyne  1082 

To  vonche  sauf  wit^  him  som  day  to  dyne 

She  preied  him  eke  he  shulde  by  no  way 

ynto  her  fader  no  word  of  hire  say  1086 

Bomme  men  wold  seyn  how  paV  pe  childe  Maurice 

Do^  ^is  massage  ynto  pe  Emperour 

But^  as  I  gesse  alia  was  not^  so  nyce 

To  him  faf  was  of  so  souereyn  honour  1089 

As  he  ^at*  is  of  cristen  folk*  pe  floui' 

Senf  eny  childe  but*  it  is  bette  to  deme 

He  went*  him  self  and  so  it*  may  wel  seme  1092 

This  Emperour  ha])  graunted  gentilly 

To  come  to  dyner  as  he  hym  bysou^f  [iMf  loq 

And  wel  rede  I  he  loked  bisily 

Vpon  pjB  child  and  on  his  doubter  Jyoujf  1096 

Alia  go])  to  his  Line  and  as  hym  ou^f 

Amded  for  pia  feest*  in  eueiy  wise 

As  ferfor^  as  his  conyng*  may  sufi&ce  1099 
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The  morowe  come  and  Alia  can  hjm  dresse 

And  eke  his  wif  fia  empdrour  f orto  mete 

And  ioTp  ^i  ride  in  loie  and  in  gladnease 

And  whan  she  segtL  her  fadere  in  fe  stiete  1 103 

She  lijf  ardoune  and  faHep  hjm  to  fete 

£fadere  quod  she  joure  jonge  child  Custance 

Is  nowe  ful  clene  ouf  of  3oiiie  lemembrance  1106 

I  am  3011x6  doi^tere  distance  quod  she 

])af  whilom  3e  senf  vnto  Sunay 

If  am  I  fadere  ]yaf  in  pe  salt  see 

Was  putte  allone  and  dampned  forto  dye  1110 

Good  fader  now  I  yow  mercye  ciye 

Send  me  no  more  ynto  noon  he]>ene8 

Buf  fooke  my  lord  here  of  his  kindenes  1113 

Who  can  pe  pitons  loye  tellen  alle 

Bitwixe  hem  ])re  si])  pel  ben  ])us  ymette 

Buf  of  my  tale  make  an  ende  I  shal 

The  day  go])  fast*  I  wil  no  lenger  lette  1117 

This  glad  folk  to  dyner  pei  hem  sette 

In  loye  and  blisse  af  mete  I  lat*  hem  dwelle 

A  ])oiisan(l  fold  wel  more  ^an  I  can  telle  1120 


This  child  Maurice  was  si])en  Emperot^r 

Made  by  pe  pope  and  lyued  cristenly 

To  cristes  churche  he  did  grete  honour 

Buf  I  laf  al  ])is  story  passen  by 

Of  Custance  is  my  tale  specialy 

In  olde  romayn  Grestes  may  men  fynde 

Mawrices  lif  I  here  if  nof  in  mynde 


1124 


riMf  l(»,bMk1 
C£oMiiiiof^]».lSS.] 

in 


This  kingi  Alia  whan  he  his  tyme  say 
WiJ)  Custance  his  holy  wif  so  swete 
To  Engelond  ben  ])ei  come  pe  rijf  way 
Wher  as  pel  lyve  in  loie  and  in  quiete 
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But*  litel  while  it*  laste])  I  30U  hete 

loie  of  ^is  world  for  tyme  wil  not*  abide 

Srom  day  to  n73f  if  cbannge])  as  ]>e  tyde  1134 

Who  lyued  euere  in  suche  delite  a  day  [fiau»mot4,V'i^} 

)>af  ne  meued  ei])ei  conscience 

Or  Ire  or  talent*  or  somkyn  affray 

Envie  or  prwie.  or  passiofi  or  offence  1138 

I  ne  seie  buf  for  ])is  ende  ^is  sentence 

J^af  Htel  wMLe  in  loye  or  in  plesaunce 

Laste]^  pQ  blisse  of  alia  inp  Custannce  1141 

For  de^  J^af  take])  of  high  and  lough  his  rente 

Whan  passed  was  a  jeer  enene  as  I  gesse 

Ouf  of  })is  world  ^is  kings  alia  he  hente 

ffor  whoom  distance  ha])  fol  grete  hevynesse  1 145 

l^ow  laf  Ys  preien  god  his  saule  blisse 

And  Dame  Cnstance  fynally  to  seye 

Toward  f  e  towne  of  Eome  gof  her  weye  1148 

TO  Home  is  come  ^is  holy  creature 

And  fynde])  her  frende  hool  and  sound 

ITow  is  she  scaped  all  hure  auenture 

And  whan  she  her  fadere  ha])  yfounde  1152 

Doune  on  her  knees  falle])  she  to  grounde 

Wepingi  for  tendemesse  in  herf  blith 

She  herie])  God  an  C.  thousand  si])e  1155 

In  yertue  and  holy  Almesdede 

Jei  lyuen  all  and  neuere  a  sondrie  wende  ne«f  loa] 

Til  def  departe  hem  piB  lif  fei  lede 

And  fare])  now  wel  my  tale  is  at*  an  endo  1159 

Now  Ihesu  crist*  fat*  of  his  myjf  may  sende 

loye  after  woo  goueme  vs  in  his  grace 

And  kepe  ys  aH  ])af  ben  in  ])is  place  1 162 

IT  Here  ende])  ])e  tale  of  fe  man  of  lawe 

[TTie  Squire's  Prologue  follows  in  the  MS.] 
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And  here  Ijgyimep  ye  prologe  of  ye  nqmeve     ion  i«irio«] 

/^lue  hoosf  ypon  his  stiiopes  stood  anon  B  >•  praiosa 

^^     And  sdde  good  men  herkene]?  eaarjchofi 

This  was  a  ^lifty  tale  for  ye  nones 

Siid  parissh  preest  quod  he  for  goddes  bonys  1166 

Telle  YS  a  tale  as  was  yi  forward  yore 

I  se  wele  pat*  je  leemed  men  in  lore 

Can  mochd  good  by  goddes  dignyte 

ye  Parsone  hym  answered  benedicite  1170 

What^  eile]^  ^e  man  so  synfolly  to  swere 

Onre  hoosf  answerd  0  lankyn  be  }e  yeie 

I  smeUe  a  loUard  in  ye  wynde  quod  he 

Howe  good  men  quod  our  boosts  herkne])  me  1174 

Abide])  for  goddis  digne  passion 

£for  we  shal  haue  a  predicacioil 

y'lA  lollard  here  wil  prechen  vs  somwhaf 

"Naj  by  my  fader*  soule  yai  shal  he  nat*  1178 

Seide  ^e  Sqwier  here  shal  he  nat  prech^ 

He  shal  no  gospel  glosen  here  ne  teche 

He  leney  al  in  ])e  grete  god  he 

He  wolde  sowen  som  difficulte  1182 

Or  springeH  Cokel  in  oure  dene  com 

And  J»erfore  hoosf  I  wame  ye  byfom 

Mi  loly  body  shal  a  tale  telle 

And  I  shal  Clynken  30U  so  mery  a  belle  1186 

)>af  I  shal  waken  al  ]>is  companye 

Buf  if  shal  nof  bene  of  Philodophie 

"Ne  Phislyas  ne  teermes  queynf  of  lawe 

)>er  is  buf  litel  latyn  in  my  mawe  1 190 

[The  Squire's  Tale  follows  in  the  MS.] 
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1390—1400,  by  Walfurd  D.-  Selby,  Esq.  With  an  Appendix  by  Walter  Rye,  Esq., 
on  I,  Chaucer's  Grandfather;  11,  Chaucer's  connection  with  Lynn  and  Norfolk. 
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22.  OH^naU  and  Auaiof/s  of  the  Canterbury  Tales,  Part  V  (completiuj^  the 
volume).    Eastern  -^Vnalog^s,  II,  by  W.  A.  Clouston.   . 

23.  John  Lane's  Continuadon  of  Chnucer^s  Sfjuire's  Tale,  edited  from  the  2  MSS 
in  the  Bodleian  Library,  Oxford,  by  W.  A.  Clouston,  with  Facsimiles. 

24.  The  Tale  of  Heryn,  Part  II.  Infroduction  and  Glossary,  by  F.  J.  Furnivall 
and  W.  G.  Stone ;  with  an  Essay  on  Analogs  of  the  Tale,  by  W.  A.  Clouston. 

'2^5,  Trial-Forewords  to  Chaucei-'s  Minor  J^ocms,  Part  II,  by  Dr  John  Koch. 

Among  the  Text*  and  Essays,  c^'c,  i^reparing  for  the  Chancer  Society  arc: — 

£arhf  English  Pronnnciation,  with  especial  reference  to  Shakspere  and  Chaucer, 
by  Alexander  J.  Ellis,  Esq  ,  F.il.S.   Part  V.    {Thin  wiit probably  go  to  Tress  in  1888. 

•  Life-Jtecords  of  Chaucvr,  Part  IV,  Enrolments  and  Documents  from  the  Public 
Reo<ird  Office,  the  City  of  London  Town-Clerk's  Office,  &c.,  edited  by  AValford  1). 
Selby,  Esq.,  and  Dr  Furnivall.  {'Ihis  will  probably  go  to  Fress  in  1888. 

Chaucer's  £oad  to  Canterbury,  with  Oprilby's  Plan  of  it,  167o,  and  W^illiam 
Smith's  Plan  of  the  City  of  Canterbury  in  15H8 ;  by  the  He  v.  ^V.  A.  Scott  Robertson, 
M.A.,  Hon.  Sec.  of  the  Kent  Arcbieological  Institute. 

'A  detaild  Comparison  of  Chaucer's  Knight's  7'ale  with  the  Teseide of  Boccaccio,* 
by  Uenuy  Ward,  Esq.,  of  the  MS  Department  of  the  British  Museum.  I  At  rreas. 


€m\i  a^uglis^  ^tyi  Sotietg. 

Director  :  Dr  F.  J,  Fuuxivall,  3,  St  George's  Square,  London,  N.W. 

Son.  See. :  AV.  A.  Dalziel,  Esq.,  67,  Victoria  Rd.,  Finsbury  Park,  London,  N. 

Founded  by  Dr  Furnivall  in  1864  to  print  in  its  Original  Series  all  our  unprinted 
MS  literature ;  and  in  its  Extra  Series  to  reprint  in  careful  editions  all  that  is  most 
valuable  of  printed  MSS  and  early  printed  books.  The  Texts  of  1864-5  have  b«H»n 
reprinted;  those  for  1866,  and  two  lor  1887,  will  follow.  The  Subscription,  which 
constitutes  Membership,  is  £1  \s.  a  year  [and  £1  Is.  (Large  Paper,  £2  12«.  (>d.) 
additional  for  the  Extra  Series],  due  in  advance  on  the  1st  of  January,  and 
should  be  paid  to  the  Hon.  Secretary. 

€^t  mscUf  Sotittg. 

Founded  by  Dr  Fumi\-all  in  1882,  to  print  Wyclif's  Latin  W^)rk8.  £1  1».  a  year 
Jfon,  6Vf.  J.  W.  Standerwick,  General  Post  Office,  London,  E.C, 


Director  :  Dr  F.  J.  Furnivall,  3,  St  George's  Square,  London,  N.W. 
ffon.  Sec.:  K.  Grahame,  Esq.,  65,  Chelsea  Gardens,  Chelsea  Bridge  Road,  S.W. 
Founded  by  Dr  Furnivall  in  1873  to  further  the  study  of  Shakspere's  works 
chronologically  and  as  a  whole,  and  to  print  Parallel  and  other  Texts  of  the  Quartos 
and  Folio  of  S'hakspere's  Plays,  and  other  works  illustmting  Shakspere's  time  and 
the  History  of  the  Drama.   Subscription,  which  constitutes  membership,  One  Guinea. 


ShtLl'spe^e  Quarto  Facsimiles,  issued  under  Dr  Fumivall's  superintendence,  by  M^£ 
W.  Uriggs  and  Mr  Charles  Praetorius,  and  publisht  by  Mr  B.  Quaritch,      ? 
15,  Piccadilly,  W.     The  set  of  44,  at  6«.  each ;  singly,  10«.  6rf. 
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£ditot  in  Chief:—?.  J.  Furnivall,  Esq.,  3,  St  George's  Square,  Primr»e  Hill,  N.Tf. 
Hon.  Sec.:— A.  G.  Sxelgrove,  E>»q.,  London  Hospital,  London,  E. 


To  do  honour  to  Chavcer,  and  to  let  the  lovers  and  students  of  him  seohow  far  the 
best  imprinted  Manuscripts  of  his  works  differ  fnjui  the  printed  texts,  this  Society  is 
founded.  There  nrv  mmiy  <ju<*.stic)us  of  uM'tre,  pnmunoiation,  ortho|2rniphy,  and  cty- 
molo^'  yet  to  be  settl<d,  for  wliich  mom  prints  of  Manuscripts  are  wanted,  and  it  is 
hardly  too  much  to  say  that  cverj^  lino  of  Chaucer  contains  points  that  newl  recon- 
sideration. The  founder's  pn>posiil  is  to  bepn  with  T/te  Canterbury  Tairs,  and  jrive 
of  them  (in  panillel  ctjluirms  in  R«)yal  4to)  six  of  the  best  unprintinj  Manu.scripts 
knowTi.  Inasmuch  also  as  the  panillel  arranjrement  will  necessitate  the  altenition  of 
the  places  (»f  certain  tales  in  wjme  of  the  MSS,  a  print  of  each  MS  will  be  issued  se- 
parately, and  will  follow  the  onler  of  its  original.  The  tirst  six  MSS  to  be  printL'd  are 
the  Ell(»smer€'  (by  leave  uf  the  Earl  of  Kllcsnien*)  ;  the  HenpwTt  (l)y  leave  of  W.  W. 
E.  AVynne,  Escj.) ;  the  Cariibrid^  Univ.  Libr.,  MS  Gp.  4.  27 ;  the'Corpus,  Oxford  ; 
the  Pet  worth  (by  leave  of  I^ird  Lecontield) ;  and  the  Lansdowne  S<:)1  (Brit.  Mus.). 

0/  Chau<'er's  Minor  PoiMus, — the  MvSS  of  which  are  prenerjilly  later  than  the  best 
MSS  of  the  Canterbur}!-  Tales, — all,  or  nejirly  all,  the  MSS  will  be  printed,  so  a*  to 
secure  all  the  exi>tinfr  evidence  for  the  true  text. 

To  st»cure  the  tidL-litv  and  unifonn  treatment  of  the  tcxt^s,  Mr  F.  J.  Furnivall  vriU 
read  all  with  their  MS*S. 

The  Society's  publications  nn^  issued  in  two  Series,  of  which  the  first  contains  the 
different  texts  of  Chaucer's  works;  and  the  Second,  such  orifrinals  of,  and  essays  on 
these  as  can  be  procured,  with  other  illustrative  treatises,  and  Supplementarj'  Tales. 

The  Society's  issue  for  1868,  in  the  Firtt  Series,  is, 

I.  The  Prolop:ue  and  Kni^'ht's  Tale,  of  the  Canterbury  Tales,  in  6  parallel 
Texts  (from  the  ti  MSS  naiiuxi  below),  tourether  with  Tables,  shoMiusr  the 
Groups  of  the  Tales,  and  their  var>'in«f  onler  in  38  MSS  of  the  Tales,  Hud 
in  o  old  printixl  e<litions,  and  also  Spwiniens  froui  sevend  MSS  of  the 
*'Movea])le  Proloirues"  of  the  Canterbury'  Tales,— The  Shiimian's  Prologue, 
and  Franklin's  Proloj^ue, — when  moved  fnjm  their  rig-ht  places,  and  of  the 
Substitutes  for  them.  (The  Six-Text,  Part  I.) 
II.  The  Prologue  and  Knight's  Tale  from  the  Ellesmere    MS, 

III.  „  „  „  „  „       „       „     ilentrwrt        „     154 

IV.  „  „  „  „  „       „      „     Cambridge    „     Gg.  4.  27 
y.     „           „           „          „  „      „      „     Cori)us  „     Oxtord 

\I.     „  „  „  „  „      „      „     Petworth       „ 

Til.     „  „  „  ,,  „       „       „     T^usdo^\-ne    „     851 

(separate  issues  of  the  Texts  forming  Part  1  of  the  Six-Text  edition.) 

The  issue  for  1869,  in  the  First  Series,  is, 

yill.  The  Miller's,  Reeve's,  and  Cook's  Tales:  Ellesmere  MS.-j 

IX.      „  „  „  „         „  „  Ilengwrt      „  with  an 

X.     „         „  „  „        „  „  Cambridge  „     I      ApiKmdix  of 

XI.      „  „  „  „        „  „  Corpus         „     r     *'Gamelyn'' 

XII.     „  „  „  „        „  „  Petworth     „  from  six  MSS. 

XIII.  „  „  „  „         .,  „  LanstbA\Tie„    J 
(.separate  issues  of  the  Texts  forming  the  Six-Text,  Part  II,  No.  XIV.) 

The  issue  for  1870,  iu  the  First  Series,  is, 

XIV.  The  Miller's,  Reeve's,  and  Cook's  Talcs,  with  an  Appendix  of  the  Spurious 

Tale  of  Gamel^Ti,  in  6  parallel  Texts.     (Six-Text,  Part  II.) 

The  issue  for  1871,  in  the  First  Scries,  is, 

XV.  The  Man  of  Law's,  Sliipman's,  and  Prioress's  TmIcs.  with  Chaucer's  OAvn 
Tale  of  Sir  Thopas  in  (>  parallel  T«'xts  In.m  the  MSS  above  named,  nnd  10 
(wdoiiT-eil  drawings  of  Tell*  rs  of  Talcs,  after  the  originals  in  the  Ellesmere  MS. 
XVI.  The  Man  of  Law's  Tale,  from  the  KUe^mere  MS. 
XVII.      „       „      „       „         „         „        „    Cambrid-e  MS. 
XVIII.      „       „      „       „         „         „       „    CoHMisMS. 

XIX.  Tin'  Shipnian's,  Prinross's,  and  SIjiu  of  Law's  Talcs,  from  the  Petworth  MS. 
XX.   The  Man  of  Law's  Talc,  from  the  Lansdowne  MS. 
(cacli  with  wnodcnts  of  fuurtoen  drawinirs  of  Tellers  of  Talc-s  in  the  Llle-njore  MS.) 
XXI.  A  Par.ill.'1-T.xt  edition  of  Chauc-r's  Min.ir  Poen>s,  Part  I:— 'The  Dethe 
of  Plaunrhe  the  Duchessc,'  from  ThynneV  eil.  of  hhVl.  the  Kairlax  MS  Iti, 
and  Taniif-r  MS  ;]l();   ' the  Com]:»lcyn't  tu  Pite.'  'the  Parlament  ol  Foule.s' 
mid  Mlic  C(.m]>lrvnt  of  Mars,'  each  from  six  MSS.  ^->  , 

XXII.  Suoplonicntary  Parallel-Tcxts  of  Chaurcr's  Minor  ^(p|fe^  J^ty[Q@Gr4](^j? 
'The  I'ai lament  of  Foules,'  from  three  MSS.  O 
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%  The  Sqwiers  Tale.  \iu<»anm] 

Deaf  lOJ,  back] 

And  here  by- 
gyxme^  I»e  Sqwiers  tale.  / 

Af  Sarray  in  Jje  land  of  Tartaiye  IT  ffabnla  Armigefl 
fer  dwelt*  a  kyng*  fat*  werried  Eussye 
Jjorgfi  whicfe  J»er  deyed  mony  a  dughty  man 
f  is  noble  king<  was  cleped  Cambynskan  12 

Whicfe  in  his  tyme  was  of  so  grete  renown 
]>at  ]ier  nas  nowhere  in  no  regiot^n 
So  ExceUonf  a  lord  in  al  ]>Lnge 

Hym  lacked  noujt*  Jaf  longed  to  a  kynge  16 

As  of  ]}o  secte  of  which  J^at*  he  was  born 
He  kepte  his  lay  to  which  \^  he  was  sworfl 
And  ]7erto  he  was  hardy  wise  arid  riche 
And  pitons  and  lust*  alway  ylich  20 

Soo]>  of  his  worde  benygne  avd  honurable 
Of  his  corage  as  ony  centre  stable  t  oatttnoa  ouonu 

3ong*  fresshe  and  strongs  in  Armes  desirous 
As  eny  bachilere  in  al  his  hous  24 

A  faire  persone  he  was  and  fortunaf 
And  kept*  alway  so  wel  rial  astaf 
fat*  fer  nas  nawhere  such  a  nof 6r  man 
This  noble  kinge  f  is  tartre  Cambynskan  28 

had  two  sones  on  Eltheta  his  wiff 
Of  which  f  e  eldest*  hight*  Algarsiff 
fat*  ofer  was  cleped  Camballo 

A  doughtere  had  f  is  worf  i  kinge  also  32 

fat  3ongesf  was  and  hi^t*  Canace 
But*  forto  telle  30U  al  her  bcute 
It*  life  not*  in  my  tunge  ne  in  my  connynge 
I  dar  not*  yndertake  so  hye  a  f  inge  36. 
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GBoup  F.  §  2.  bquibb's  talk.  Petworth  MS. 

Myn  engelissK  eke  is  insufficienf 

If  most  bene  a  ritthei*  excellent* 

Jat*  kouje  his  colours  longyng*  for  Jaf  arte 

If  he  shuld  here  discryve  eny  part*  40 

I  am  noon  suche  I  most  speke  as  I  can 

And  so  byfelle  ^af  j^is  Cambynskan 

Hath  xx"  wyntere  bom  his  diademe  {Vmtioi} 

As  he  was  wonte  fro  ^ere  to  3ere  I  deme  44 

Ho  lete  pQ  feesf  of  his  natiuite 

Done  Crien  ])orgh  Sarray  his  Cite 

^e  last*  Idus  of  March  aftei^  ]>e  3ere 

Phebus  ^e  sonne  ful  lolyf  was  and  clere  48 

fifor  he  was  nye  his  exaltacion 

In  Martes  face  and  in  his  manciofi 

In  Aries  pe  Colerik  pe  bote  signe 

fFol  lusty  was  pe  wedei'  and  benigne  52 

fifor  which  pe  fowles  ajeinsf  pe  sonne  shene 

What*  for  the  seson  and  ]>e  3ong6  grene 

fiFdl  loude  songe  hii'  afifecciofis 

Hem  semed  ban  geten  hem  protecciolis  56 

A3einsf  fe  swerc}  of  wynter  kene  and  cold 

This  Cambynskan  of  which  I  haue  jou  told 

In  Eial  vestement*  sitte  Y]>on  his  des 

Wi])  dia[de]me  ful  high  in  his  paleys  60 

And  half  his  feesf  so  solempne  and  so  riche 

)}af  in  ])is  world  ne  was  per  non  it  liche 

Of  which  if  I  sal  telle  al  pQ  araye 

Than  wold  if  occupie  a  eomers  daye  64 

And  eke  if  nede])  naf  to  devise 

And  euery  cours  fe  order*  of  her*  seruise 

I  wil  nof  telle  of  her  strafige  sewes 

Ke  of  her  swannes  ne  her  heron-sewes  68 

Eke  in  p&if  londe  as  tellen  knyjtes  olde 

There  is  som  mete  ^af  is  for  deynte  holde 

Thaf  in  ^is  londe  men  recche  buf  smaU 

per  nys  no  man  ])af  may  reporten  att  72 
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I  wil  nof  taiy  jou  for  it  is  piyme 
And  for  it*  is  no  frate  but*  losse  of  tyme 
Vnto  my  forsf  I  wil  haue  my  lecours 
And  so  byf^  faf  after  fe  fred  recouis 
Wliil  ]}af  ]}is  kinge  sitte  ]7us  in  his  nobleye 
Herkenyngi  his  menstcaUes  her  ]»ingges  pleye 
Byfom  him  at*  pe  booid  deliciously 
Inne  atte  halle  door  so  sodeynly 
Ther  come  a  knyghf  vpon  a  stede  of  bras 
And  in  his  honde  a  brood  myrour  of  glas 
Ypon  his  ]7ombe  he  had  of  gold  a  rynge 
And  by  his  side  a  naked  swerd  hangynge 
And  vp  he  ride])  to  pe  heigh  boord 
In  al  ]>e  halle  ne  was  per  spoke  no  won) 
ffbr  merveile  of  p\a  knyght*  hym  to  biholde 
fful  bisily  ^ei  wayten  3onge  and  olde 
This  stronge  knyghf  ]>at*  come  ^ns  sodeynly 
Al  aimed  sane  his  hede  ful  richely 
Salued  pQ  king<  pe  quene  and  lordes  alld 
By  ordere  as  Jyei  seten  in  pQ  halle 
Wi]}  so  high  reuerence  and  obeysance 
As  wel  in  speche  as  in  his  countenance 
Jiat*  Gawayne  wi]>  his  olde  curtasie 
pou^e  he  come  ageyn  out*  of  ffaiye 
Ke  coude  him  noujf  amende  'with  no  word 
And  after  p\a  bifore  ^e  highe  bord 
He  vrip  a  manly  vois  saide  his  massage 
After  pe  forme  vsed  in  his  langage 
With-ouf  vice  of  sillable  or  of  lettre 
And  for  his  tale  shuldd  seme  pQ  betters 
Accordant*  to  his  wordes  was  his  chere 
As  teche]>  arte  of  speche  hem  pat  it  lere 
Al  be  if  ]>af  I  can  nof  sowne  his  styele 
Ke  can  nof  clymben  ouer  so  hi3e  a  styele 
3if  say  I  ^is  ]7af  as  to  comnne  entente 
Thus  moche  amounte])  al  ]iaf  euere  he  menf 
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GROUP  P.  §  2.  sQuiRE*s  TALB.  Fetwortk  MS. 

i 

If  it*  80  be  fat*  I  haue  it*  in  my  mynde 

He  seide  fe  kynge  of  Arabyo  and  of  ynde 

My  liege  lord  on  ]>is  eolempne  day 

Salwe])  30U  as  he  best*  can  and  may  112 

And  seendej?  jowe  in  honui*  of  ^our  feste 

By  me  ]>at*  am  ledy  al  at*  ^oure  heeste 

This  stede  of  bras  Jjat*  esily  &  weH  ci«f  losj 

Can  in  a  space  of  a  day  naturel  116 

This  is  to  saye  in/o«r  and  twenti^  houres  pMSndifl.] 

Wher  so  90U  lust*  in  droujf  or  in  shoures 

Beren  ^oure  body  in  to  euery  place 

To  which  3oure  hertes  wilnef  forto  pace  120 

Wijj-oute  wemme  of  30U  Jjorow  foule  or  fare 

Or  if  30W  list*  to  flee  as  hie  in  fe  Eire 

As  doj?  an  Egle  whan  him  list*  to  sore 

This  same  stede  shal  here  30U  euermoro  124 

Wijj-outen  harme  til  3e  be  where  30U  list* 

J)ow  fat*  3e  sclepen  on  his  bak*  or  rest* 

And  turne  a3ein  wijj  writing*  of  a  pynne 

He  fat*  it*  wrou3t*  cowde  ful  mony  a  gynne  128 

He  waited  mony  a  constellacion 

Or  he  had  doo  fis  operacion 

And  knewe  ful  mony  a  seal  and  mony  a  bonde 

This  myroure  eke  fat*  I  haue  in  myn  honde  132 

Haf  suche  a  my3t*  fat*  men  may  in  it  see 

whan  f  er  shal  fallen  eny  aduersite 

Vnto  30U1*  regne  or  vnto  ymr  self  also 

And  openly  who  is  30ure  freendl  or  flfoo  /  136 

And  ouer  al  f  is  if  eny  lady  bri3t* 

Haf  sette  her  hert*  in  eny  maner  wi3t« 

If  he  be  fals  she  shal  his  tresoSi  see 

His  newe  loues  and  al  his  subtilite  140 

So  openly  fat*  f er  shal  no  f ing*  hide 

wherfore  ageyn  f  is  lusty  somers  tyde 

This  myrour  and  f is  lyng*  fat*  je  may  see 

He  haf  sent*  to  my  lady  Canacee  144 
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QRoup  P.   §  2.  squire's  tale.  Petworth  MS. 

30iire  excellent*  doujtere  ^at*  is  here 

]>e  vertue  of  fis  rynge  if  je  wil  here 

Is  fis  f  p&i?  if  her  list*  it*  forto  were 

Vpon  her  thcmbe  or  in  her  purs  it  bete  148 

fer  nys  no  fowle  Jjat*  fleejj  vnder  J*  heuene 

]>af  he  ne  shal  ynderstond  his  steuene 

And  knowe  his  menyng*  openly  and  pleyne        [iwifio5,btck] 

And  answere  him  in  his  langage  ageyne  152 

And  euery  gras  Jjat*  growef  vpon  rote 

She  shal  wel  knowe  arid  whome  it  wil  do  bote 

And  be  his  woundes  neuere  so  depe  and  wide/ 

This  naked  swerd  ^f  hongej?  by  my  side  156 

Such  vertue  haf  Jjat*  what*  man  so  30  smyte 

j7orowe-out*  his  annure  it*  wil  kenie  aitd  bite 

were  if  as  thikke  as  is  a  braunched  oke 

And  what*  man  fat*  is  wounded  wit^  fe  stroke  160 

Shal  neutfre  be  hool  til  J^at  30U  list*  of  grace 

To  stroke  him  with  pe  plat*  in  ))ilk  place 

Ther  he  is  hirt*  f  is  is  as  moche  to  seyfl 

3e  mote  with  f  e  plat*  swerde  ageyn  1 64 

Stroke  hym  in  the  wounde  and  it*  wil  close 

This  is  a  verrey  sofe  wif-outen  glose 

It*  faille])  nou3t*  fe  whilis  it*  is  in  )our  holde 

And  whan  fiB  kaj^V  haf  fus  pis  tale  tolde  168 

He  ride])  out*  of  pe  halle  and  doun  he  li3f 

His  stede  which  fat*  shoon  as  sonne  brijt* 

Stant*  in  fe  courte  stiUe  as  eny  stoon 

This  knyghf  is  to  his  chambre  lad  anoon  172 

And  is  vnaimed  and  to  f  e  mete  I-sette 

f e  presentes  bene  ful  richely  fette 

This  is  to  seyn  fe  swerJ  and  f e  Mirro?«r 

And  born  anoon  vnto  fe  hie  touie  176 

Wip  certeyn  officers  yordeyned  f  erfore 

And  vnto  Canacee  pe  ryng*  is  bore 

Solempnely  per  she  sitte  atte  p^  table 

But*  sikerly  wi)K)ute  eny  fable  180 
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ph  hois  of  bras  ]>af  may  not*  be  rcmewed 

It*  stant*  as  it*  were  to  fe  grounde  yglwed  / 

J?er  may  no  man  out*  of  fe  place  if  drive 

ffor  noon  engyn  of  wyndas  or  polyve  184 

And  cause  vhi  for  ^ei  can  not*  ))e  craft* 

And  J^erfore  in  ^e  place  fei  ban  it  laff 

Tyl  ])af  ))e  knyjt*  hap  tau^t*  bem  pe  manerd  Deaf  im] 

To  voyden  him  as  ^e  sbal  after  bere  188 

Grete  was  pe  prees  fat*  swarmed  to  and  froo 

To  Gowren  on  f  is  bors  Jaf  stondef  soo  / 

ffor  if  so  begh  was  .  and  so  brode  and  long* 

So  wel  proporciond  forto  be  stronge  192 

Ri3f  as  if  were  a  stede  of  lumbardye 

Ther-wiJ?  so  liorsly  and  so  quyke  of  eye 

As  if  a  ge[n]til  poyleis  coursere  were 

ffor  Certes  from  bis  tale  vnto  bis  ere  196 

Kature  ne  arf  ne  koude  bym  nou3f  mende 

In  no  degre  as  al  J^e  puple  wende 

Buf  euer-more  bir'  mosf  wonder  was  / 

Howe  ]>af  if  cowde  gon  and  was  of  bras  200 

If  was  of  fayre  as  J^e  puple  semed 

Dyuers  folk  dyuersly  ban  demed 

As  mony  bedes  as  mony  wittes  per  bene 

]iei  Mormured  as  don  a  swarme  of  been  204 

And  mede  skilles  after  ber  fantasies 

Eebersinge  of  pQ  olde  poetries  ^a.  equot  pedMdttat 

And  seide  if  was  lik*  J^e  Pegasee 

po  bors  ))af  bad  wenges  forto  fle  208 

Or  ellis  if  was  f  e  Gr[e]kes  bors  Synon 

Tbaf  brou3f  Troy  to  destructiofl 

As  men  in  piae  olde  Greestes  rede 

Myne  berf  quod  oon  is  enere  more  in  drede  212 

I  trowe  somme  men  of  armes  bene  fer-Inne 

Tbaf  sbapen  bem  J)is  Cite  forto  wynne 

If  were  r^f  good  f  af  al  8uc!i  ]>ing*  were  knowe 

Ano])er  rowned  to  bis  felawe  lowe  216 
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And  seide  he  liejj  for  it  is  rafer  like 

An  apparence  ymade  by  som  magike 

As  logelours  pleyen  af  fise  feestes  grete 

Of  sondry  ]>oxi3te8  pus  }ei  langle  and  trete  220 

As  lewde  puple  demen  comonly 

Of  J>ingges  jjat*  bene  made  subtily 

Than  J^ei  can  in  her  lewdenesse  comprehende     [i«af  io<»back3 

Jei  demen  gladly  to  J)e  badder  ende  224 

An  somme  of  hem  wondren  on  ^e  myrowr 

J>at*  born  was  vp  vnto  ^e  maister  tour* 

How  men  myjf  in  hit*  siiche  j^ingges  see 

Ano])eT  answered  and  seide  it*  my3f  wel  be  228 

Natuielli  by  composicions 

Of  Angeles  and  of  scley  reflexions 

And  seide  J^at*  in  rome  was  such  oon 

^i  speke  of  Alocen  and  Yitilion  232 

And  of  Aristote  faf  writ  in  her  lyues 

Of  queynt*  Mirours  and  of  prospectyues 

As  knowen  ^ei  ]>at*  ban  her  bokes  herde 

And  ofer  folk  ban  wondred  on  pe  swerde  236 

Jat*  wold  perce  Jjourgh  euery  ))inge 

And  fille  in  speche  of  Thelophus  ]>e  kinge 

And  of  Achilles  for  his  queints  spere 

ffor  he  koujw  wi^  if  boj?  hele  and  dere  240 

£i3f  in  such  wise  as  men  may  with  fe  swerde 

Of  which  ri3t*  nowe  ^e  ban  ^oui'e  seluen  herde 

f  e[i]  speken  of  sondry  hardyng  of  Metatt 

And  speken  of  medecynes  ]>er-wi]>-efi  244 

And  howe  and  whan  it*  shuld  harded  be 

which  is  ynknowe  algate  vnto  me 

II  Tho  speke  ]>ei  of  Gknaces  rynge 

And  seiden  aB,  ]>af  such  a  wondere  ))inge  248 

Of  craff  of  ryngges  had  pei  neuere  noil 

Sane  fat*  he  Moyses  and  kyng*  Salomon 

Had  a  nane  of  Conyng*  in  swich  arte 

Thus  seyn  J>e  puple  and  drawen  hem  a  parte  252 
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But*  na]>elees  somnie  scide  |)af  it  was 

wonder  to  maken  of  feerne  Asshen  glas 

And  3it*  is  glas  not*  like  asshen  of  feeme 

Buf  for  fei  han  knowen  if  so  jeme  256 

TherfoT©  Cesef  her  langelinge  arid  her  wonder' 

As  sore  wowdren  some  on  cause  of  fond  ere 

On  ebbe  on  flood  on  gossomer  and  on  myst*  [leaf  107] 

And  al  ])ing<  to  pe  cause  is  wist*  260 

Thus  langelen  pel  and  demen  and  devise 

Til  fat*  fe  kinge  can  from  his  bordi  arise 

Phebus  haj)  laft*  fe  angle  Mcredyonal 

And  3if  ascending*  was  fe  beest*  Boyal  264 

fe  gentil  leon  wif  his  Aldrean 

Whan  Jjaf  J)is  tartre  kinge  Cambynskan 

Roos  from  his  boordi  ]>er  as  he  satte  ful  hie 

Byfome  him  gojj  J>e  lowde  ^lynstralcye  268 

Til  he  come  to  his  Chambre  of  paramentys 

Ther  as  fei  sownen  dyuers  Instramentys 

That*  is  like  an  heuene  forto  here 

Kow  daunsen  lusty  venus  children  dere  272 

ffor  in  fe  flissh  hir*  lady  satte  ful  hie 

And  lokej?  on  hem  wif  a  frendly  ye 

This  noble  kinge  is  sette  vpon  his  trone 

fis  straunge  knyght*  is  fette  to  hym  ful  sone  276 

And  on' the  Daunce  he  go  J)  wif  Canace 

Here  is  fe  reuel  and  fe  lolite 

fat*  is  not*  able  a  dulle  man  to  deuyse 

He  most*  han  knowe  loue  and  his  seruyse  280 

And  be  a  feestlich  man  as  fressh  as  may 

That*  shulden  30U  deuysen  swich  array 

Who  couf e  tellen  30U  fe  forme  of  daunces 

So  vncoufe  and  such  fressh  countynawnces  /  284 

Such  Subtile  lokingges  and  dyssymulynges 

ffor  drede  of  lalowsie  mennys  appcrceyuynges 

'No  man  but*  launceletf  and  he  is  dede 

f  erfor  I  passe  ouer  of  al  f  is  lustihede  288 
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I  say  no  more  but*  in  fis  lolynesse 

I  lete  hem  to  men  to  soper  hem  dresse 

J)e  StewardI  bit*  spices  forto  hie 

And  eke  the  wyne  in  al  pis  melodye  292 

J)e  vsshers  and  J)e  sqwiers  ben  ygoii 

J7e  Spices  and  fe  wyne  is  come  anon 

Thei  ete  and  drinke  and  whan  Jjis  had  an  ende     [leaf  107,  bkj 

Vnto  Jje  temple  as  reson  was  fei  wende  296l 

IF  The  servise  done  /  fei  8oii|:en  al  by  day 

whatf  nedej)  jon  rehersen  her  array 

£che  man  wote  wel  fat*  at*  a  kingges  feest* 

HaJ?  plente  to  Jje  mest*  and  to  fe  leest*  300 

And  deyntees  moo  fan  be  in  my  knowinge 

And  aftere  sopere  gof  fis  noble  kynge 

To  sene  fis  hors  of  bras  wit7/.  al  a  route 

Of  loides  and  ladys  hym  aboiite  304 

Such  wondring*  was  per  on  fia  hors  of  bras 

fat*  sif en  f e  grete  sege  of  Troye  was 

f  er  as  men  wondren  on  an  hors  also 

Ne  was  fer  such  a  wondering*  as  was  f 00  308 

By  fynaly  f  e  kinge  axef  f  e  kny3t* 

J)e  vertue  of  fe  Coursere  and  fe  my3t* 

And  preide  hym  to  telle  his  goucmance 

fe  hors  anon  gan  forto  trippe  and  dafice  312 

whan  fat*  f is  kiiyghf  leide  bond  vpon  his  reyne 

And  seide  Sii'  f  er  is  to  more  to  seyne 

but  whan  fe  list  to  ride  0 where 

je  moot*  trille  a  pynne  stonde  in  his  ere  316 

which  I  shal  telle  jou  bytwene  vs  twoo 

je  mote  nempne  hym  to.  what*  place  also 

Or  to  what*  cuntre  fat*  30U  list*  to  ride ./ 

And  whan  30  come  fere  as  30U  list*  to  abide  320 

Bidde  hym  descende  and  trille  anofere  pynne 

ffor  f er-Tnne  lith  f efFecte  of  al  fat*  gynne 

And  [he]  wol  doune  descende  and  done  30ure  wille 

And  in  fat*  place  he  wille  abide  stille  324 
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f  ougfi  al  the  world  had  J^e  contrary  swore 

He  shal  nof  Jennys  by  throwe  ne  ybore 

Or  if  Jou  list*  bidde  hym  Jjennes  goon 

Trills  Jis  pynne  and  he  wil  vanyssh  anon  328 

Out*  of  f  e  sijt*  of  euery  maner  wijf 

And  come  ajein  be  if  day  or  nyght* 

whan  Jaf  30U  list*  to  clepen  hym  ageyii  D««f  i«] 

In  swich  a  gise  as  I  shal  to  30U  seyn  /  332 

By-twixen  jou  and  me  and  Jjaf  f ul  sone 

Eide  whan  jou  list*  ])er  is  no  more  to  done 

II  Enformed  whan  fe  kyng*  was  of  fe  kny3f 

And  haj)  conceyued  in  his  witt*  ari3f  336 

The  manere  and  fe  forme  of  al  ]>is  Jjinge 

fful  glad  and  blife  Jje  noble  doujty  kynge 

Repeyring*  to  his  reuel  as  byforn 

fe  bridel  is  into  fe  toure  born  340 

And  kepte  amonge  his  Iwels  leef  ami  dere 

Je  hors  vanysshed  I  note  in  what*  manere 

Out*  of  her  si3f  30  gete  no  more  of  mee 

Buf  J)us  I  lete  in  lust*  and  lolite  344 

This  Cambynskan  is  lordes  feestinge 

Til  wel  nygh  fe  day  bygan  to  springe 

%  Explicit*,  prima  pars./ 

f  The  Stag*  of  an  hert* 

The  nonce  of  digestion  is  sclepe 
Gan  on  hem  wynke  and  bad  hem  take  kepe         348 
))af  moch  mete  and  labour  wil  haue  rest* 
And  wi])  a  galping*  mon])e  hem  albycasf 
And  seide  Jjat*  it*  was  tyme  to  lye  adoune 
ffor  blood  was  in  his  domynaciown  352 

CheressheJ)  blood  natures  frende  quod  he 
Jjei  fonken  hym  galping*  by  two  or  fre 
And  euery  wight*  gan  drowen  hy7?i  to  his  rest* 
As  sclepe  hem  bad  \>ei  toke  it*  for  ]>e  best*  356 
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Her  dremes  mow  nof  be  tolde  for  me 

fiul  were  her  hedes  of  ffumosite 

Jwif  causet*  dreem  of  which  per  is  no  charge 

J)ei  sclepen  til  it  was  pryme  large 

J)e  most«  parte  but*  it*  were  Canacee 

She  was  ful  mesurable  as  wommen  be 

ffor  of  her  fadere  had  she  take  her  leue 

To  goo  to  resf  sone  after  it  viras  Eue 

Her  list*  not*  appalled  forto  be 

ffor  on  Jto  morowe  vnfeestlich  forto  see 

And  sclepte  hare  first*  sclepe  and  awoke 

ffor  such  a  loie  she  in  her  hert6  toke 

Bof  of  her  queynf  rjmge  and  of  her  mjrour 

J)at<  xx^  tyme  she  chaunged  her  colo?/r 

And  in  her  sclepe  ri3f  for  impression 

Of  her  myrour  she  had  a  vision 

wherfore  er  J^af  pe  sonne  vp  gan  glide 

She  cleped  vpon  her  maistresse  here  beside 

And  seide  ]>at*  hii^  list*  forto  arise 

))ise  olde  wommen  )>af  bene  gladly  wise 

As  is  her  maistresse  answerdf  hii'  anon 

And  seide  Madame  whidere  woldl  ^e  g5n 

pUB  erly  for  folke  bene  al  in  resf 

I  wil  quod  she  arise  for  me  lesf 

No  lenger  slepen  but*  walken  aboute 

Her  Maistresse  clepej>  wommen  a  grete  route 

And  vp  fei  risen  wel .  ten  or  twelue 

VpriseJ  fresshe  Canace  her  selue 

As  roddy  and  br^f  as  J^ei  ^e  30uge  sonne 

J)at*  in  ]>e  Earn  is  ten  degrees  vp  ronne 

Noon  hier  was  he  whan  she  redy  was 

And  for))  she  walked  esily  a  pas 

Arraied  aftere  pe  lusty  seson  sote 

li^tly  forto  prey  and  walk  on  fote 

Nat*  but*  .V.  or  .vj.  of  her  mayne 

And  in  a  trenche  fer  in  pe  park/  goo^  she 
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The  vapour  whicll  faf  fro  J)e  erthe  glode 

Make])  ^e  sonne  to  seme  rody  and  brode 

Buf  naj^elees  it  was  so  faire  a  si^t* 

Jjaf  it*  made  aH  her  hertcs  forto  li3f  396 

^\Tiaf  for  fe  seson  and  pe  mowrnynge 

And  for  fe  fowles  Jat*  slie  herde  synge 

jfor  ri3t*  anoon  she  mst  what  j?ei  ment* 

Ri^t*  by  her  songe  and  knewe  al  her  eutenf  400 

IF  Tlie  knotte  whi  fat*  euery  tale  is  tolcJ  [toaf  io9] 

^if  it*  be  taried  til  lust*  be  coldf 

Of  hem  Jjat*  han  it*  herkened  aftei*  jore 

pe  Sauour  passe);  euer  lenger  fe  more  404 

£for  fTulsomnesse  of  prolixite 

And  by  J^is  same  reson  feiikep  me 

I  shuld  vnto  fe  knotte  condescende 

And  maken  of  her  walking*  sone  an  ende  408 

IF  Amydde  a  tree  for-drye  as  white  as  chalke 

As  Canacee  was  plaiyng*  in  her  walke 

fer  satte  a  fawcon  ouer  her  hede  fill  hie 

J)af  wij)  a  pitous  vois  so  gan  to  crie  412 

J)af  alle  in  fe  wode  resed  of  her  crie 

And  beten  had  her  self  so  pitously 

WiJ)  bothe  her  wenges  to  fe  rede  blode 

Banne  endelonge  J?e  tre  fer  as  she  stode  416 

And  euer  in  oon  she  cried  alway  and  shright* 

And  wi]>  her  beke  her  seluen  so  she  pijfc* 

fat*  Jjer  ne  was  Tigre  ne  cruel  beest* 

faf  dwellef  eifer  in  wpde  or  in  forest*  420 

fat*  ne  wold  haue  wepte  if  fat*  she  wepe  coufe 

ifor  sorowe  of  hii^  she  shright*  alway  so  louf  e 

flfor  f  er  nas  neuere  jif  man  on  lyue 

If  fat*  I  coude  a  fawcon  wel  discryve  424 

fat*  herd  of  sue&  anof er  of  faimesse 

As  wel  of  plummage  as  of  gentilnesse 

Of  shappe  of  al  fat*  my^f  rekned  be 

A  ffawcon  peregryne  fan  semed  she  .  428 
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Of  frcmde  londe  and  eueremore  as  she  stode 

She  swowned  nowe  and  nowe  for  lakke  of  blood 

Til  wel  nygfi  is  she  fallen  fro  Je  tre 

This  fairs  kyngges  doughtei^  j>i8  Canace  432 

j>at*  on  her  fynger  here  fe  queynie  rynge 

J)orgh  which  she  vnderstode  wel  euery  pinge 

faf  eny  foule  may  in  his  ledne  seyne 

And  coude  answere  him  in  his  ledne  ageyne  436 

HaJ?  ynderstonde  )}at*  ])is  fawcon  seide  [leaf  io9,  back] 

And  wel  nygh  for  fe  roujje  almesf  she  deide 

And  to  pe  tree  she  go|)  ful  hastely 

And  on  fis  faucon  lokef  ful  pitously  440 

And  helde  her  lappe  abrood  for  wel  she  wist* 

])e  fancon  most*  faUe  from  ))e  twist* 

Whan  ^af  it*  swoimed  next*  for  lacke  of  hlode 

A  longe  while  to  waite  her  she  stode  444 

Til  atte  last*  she  spake  in  ])is  manere 

Vnto  fe  hawke  as  ^e  shal  after  here 

H  What*  is  Jje  cause  if*  it*  he  forto  telle 

j>at*  ^e  bene  in  J)is  fuiial  peyn  of  helle  448 

Quod  Canacee  vnto  ])is  hawke  aboue 

Is  ]>is  for  sorowe  of  deth  or  losso  of  loue 

ffor  as  I  trowe  ])ise  bene  causes  two 

))an  causen  most*  a  gentil  hert*  woo  /  452 

Of  other  harme  it*  nede])  not*  to  speko 

ffor  J?i  3oure  self  vpon  youre  self  30U  wreke 

Which  )>at*  proueth  wel  ))at*  eifere  ire  or  drede 

Mote  bene  encheson  of  3oure  cruel  dede  456 

Si])  ])at*  I  see  noon  ojier  wi3t*  30U  chace 

ffor  loue  of  god  so  doj?  30wr  self  grace 

Or  what*  may  be  3oure  helpe  for  west*  nor  este 

Xe  seghe  I  neuere  er  nowe  ne  brid  ne  beste  460 

Jat*  ferde  wijj  him  self  so  pitously 

30  sclee  me  wijj  30ure  sorowe  verreyly 

I  haue  of  30U  so  grete  compassio2/n 

ffor  goddes  loue  come  fro  pe  tree  adoun  464 
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And  as  I  am  a  kingges  dou^tlitei'  trewe 

If  ^af  I  verrely  ))e  causes  knewe 

Of  joure  dis[e]se  if  if  lay  in  my  mj^f 

I  wold  amende  if  er  faf  it  were  nyjf  468 
As  wisly  helpe  me  grete  god  of  kindo 

And  Erbes  shal  1  ri3f  ynow  fynde 

To  hele  wif  30uie  hirtes  hastely 

J)oo  shrighf  fis  fawcon  jif  more  pitously  472 

}»an  euere  she  did  and  fille  to  grounde  anon  owfiiej 

And  lit&  a  swowne  dede  as  is  ^e  stoft 

Til  Canacee  ha))  in  hure  lappe  her  take 

Vnto  ^af  tyme  she  gan  of  swowne  awake  476 

And  after  faf  she  of  swowne  gan  vpbreide 

B^f  in  hire  hawkes  leodene  pua  she  seide 

II  ))af  pite  renne])  sone  in  gentil  herte 

ffeling*  his  symilitude  in  peynes  smerte  480 

Is  proued  alday  as  men  may  it  see 

As  wel  be  werk*  as  be  auctorite 

£for  gentil  hert*  kepe])  gentillesse 

I  se  wele  pa.V  ^e  han  on  my  distresse  484 

Compassion  my  faire  Canacee 

Of  verrey  woTTimanly  benignyte 

Thaf  nature  in  joure  principles  ha])  sette 

But*  for  noon  hope  forto  fere  J)e  bette  488 

But*  forto  obeye  vnto  3our6  hert^  free 

And  forto  maken  oJ>er  be  ware  by  me 

As  by  fe  whelpe  chastised  is  the  lyon 

Kijf  for  Jjaf  cause  and  for  ))af  conclusion  492 

While  ])af  I  haue  a  leisere  and  a  space 

Myn  harme  I  wil  confessen  er  I  pace 

And  euere  while  ^at*  she  her  sorowe  tol() 

J)af  ofer  wepte  as  she  to  water  woldf  496 

Til  ])af  |)e  ffaucon  bad  hii'  to  be  stille 

And  wi))  a  sighe  ))us  she  seide  hii^  tille 

Ther  I  was  bredde  alias  ^af  ilk  daye 

And  fostred  in  a  roche  of  Merbel  graye  500 
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So  tenderly  ))af  no  J)ing*  eiled  me 

I  ne  wist  not*  what*  was  adueisite 

Til  I  coude  flee  ful  hie  vndere  \>q  skie 

Tho  dwelled  a  tercelef  me  fast  by  504 

J)at*  semed  welle  of  al  gentilnesse 

Al  were  he  ful  of  treson  and  falsnesse 

It*  is  wrapped  vnder  humble  chere 

And  vndei'  hwe  of  troa])e  &  in  such  manera ./  508 

Vndere  plesaunce  and  vnder  bisy  peyn^  peaf  uo,  bMk] 

fat*  no  wight*  coufe  han  wende  he  coude  feync 

So  depe  in  greyne  he  dyed  his  coloures  / 

£i3f  as  a  serpent*  hyd  hym  vnder  floures  512 

Til  he  may  se  his  tyme  forto  bite 

Ei3t*  so  fis  god  of  lone  ypocrite 

Do]>  so  his  serymonijs  and  obeysances 

And  kepe])  in  semblaunt*  al  his  obseruat^nces  /  516 

That*  80wne))e  into  gentilnesse  of  loue 

As  in  a  tompe  is  al  J^e  faire  aboue 

And  vnder  is  ])e  cours  whic£l  as  30  wote 

SucH  was  ])is  ypocrite  bo]>  colde  and  bote  520 

And  in  ]>is  wise  he  serued  his  entente 

])at*  saue  J>e  feende  non  wist*  what*  he  mente 

Til  he  so  longe  had  wepte  and  compleyned 

And  many  a  3eer  his  servise  to  hym  feyned  524 

Til  fat*  myn  herf  to  pitous  and  to  nyce 

Al  Innocent*  of  his  crowned  malice 

£for-ferde  of  his  dej)  as  ])0U3t*  me 

Ypon  his  o]>es  and  his  Suerte  -  528 

Giaunted  hym  loue  vpon  fis  condiciown 

))at*  euer  moo  myfi  honuiB  and  my  renoz^n 

"Were  saued  boj)  privey  and  apert* 

fis  is  to  seyn  ])af  after  his  dissert*  532 

I  3aae  hym  al  myn  hert*  and  my  poxi^i? 

God  woot*  and  he  )>af  ojjer  wise  nou3t* 

And  toke  his  hert*  in  chaunge  of  myii  for  ay 

But*  8o)»  is  seide  go  si]>en  mony  a  day  536 
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A  trewe  wighf  and  a  feef  thenkej)  not*  oon 

And  whan  he  8a\Ye  pa  pinff  so  fer  ygon 

faf  I  [had]  graunted  hy?^  fully  my  loue 

In  8UC&  a  gise  as  I  hauo  seide  aboue  540 

An  ^euen  hym  my  trewe  hert?  as  free 

As  he  swore  he  jaf  his  hert*  to  me 

Anoii  p\s  tigre  ful  of  doublenesse 

ffil  on  his  knees  wi]>  so  deuoute  humblesse  544 

WiJ?  hye  reuerence  and  as  by  his  chere  [leaf  ui] 

So  like  a  gentile  louere  of  manere 

So  rauisshed  as  it*  semed  for  pe  loye 

Jjaf  neuere  lason  ne  Paris  of  Troye  548 

lason  certes  ne  noon  opere  man 

SiJ)  LameJ)  was  faf  aljjer  fursf  biganne 

To  louen  two  as  writen  folk*  to-forne 

Ne  neuere  si))  pe  firaf  man  was  born  552 

Ne  coude  man  by  xx"  jjousand  part* 

Countrefete  J)e  sophynies  of  his  arte 

Ne  were  worJ)i  to  vnboclc  his  galoche 

J)er  dowblenesso  or  fayuyng*  shuld  approchfi  556 

Ne  so  couj^e  fonke  a  wi3t*  as  he  did  me 

His  manere  was  an  heuene  for  to  see 

Til  eny  wowiman  were  she  neuere  his  wys 

So  peynted  he  and  kembejj  at*  poynt*  devis  560 

As  wel  his  wordes  as  his  countena;^nce 

And  I  so  loued  hym  for  his  obcysaunce 

And  for  J^e  troufe  I  demed  in  his  hert* 

J>af  if  so  were  J>at*  eny  finge  hjvi  smerte  564 

Al  were  it*  neuere  so  lite  and  I  it  wist* 

Me  foujt*  I  felt*  dej?  at*  myn  herte  twiste 

And  shortcly  so  ferforf  fis  finge  wente 

))at*  my  wille  ha])  his  willes  Instrument*  568 

Jis  is  to  seyne  my  wille  obeied  his  wille 

In  al  finge  as  feiTe  as  reaon  iille 

Kepinge  pe  boundes  of  my  worship  euere 

Ne  neuere  had  I  f  inge  so  leef  ne  leuere  572 
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As  hym  f  god  wote  ne  neuere  shal  no  moo  / 

fia  lasf  lenger  ^an  a  ^ere  or  twoo 

II  That*  I  Suppose  of  hym  no  Jjing*  buf  good 

But*  fynaly  fna  at*  the  ende  it*  stood  576 

Jwit*  fortune  wold?  fat*  he  most*  twynne 

Out*  of  Jat*  place  which  fat*  I  was  Inne 

where  me  were  woo  it  is  no  questiofl 

I  can  not*  make  of  it  discripcion  680 

flfor  oon  finge  dar  I  telle  boldely  [iMf  m,  b«sk] 

I  knowe  what*  is  pe  peyne  of  dej)  ]>erhj  f 

Such  harme  I  felt*  for  he  no  wijt*  by-leue 

So  on  a  day  of  me  he  toke  his  leue  584 

So  sorowefuUi  eke  fat*  I  wende  vcrrely 

fat*  he  had  feled  as  moche  harme  as  I 

Whan  fat*  I  herde  hjm  speke  and  segh  his  hwe 

But*  naf elees  I  f  ou^t*  he  was  so  trewe  588 

And  eke  fat*  he  repeire  shuld  agayn/ 

Wif-Inne  a  litel  while  sof  to  sayn 

And  reson  wold  eke  fat*  he  most*  goo 

ffor  his  honoure  as  oft  happef  soo  592 

p&if  I  made  vertue  of  necessite 

And  toke  it  wel  sif  fat*  it*  most  be 

As  I  best*  myght  I  hid  fro  hym  my  sorowe 

And  toke  hjm  by  f  e  honde  seint*  lohfi  to  borowe         596 

And  seide  f  us  loo  I  am  joures  aH 

Bef  swich  as  1  haue  be  to  you  and  shal 

what*  he  answert)  it*  nedef  not  reherce 

who  can  seyn  bette  fan  he  who  can  do  wore  600 

whan  he  haf  al  wel  seide  fan  haf  he  dona 

))erfore  bihouef  hym  a  ful  longe  spone 

fat  shal  eten  wtt^  a  feend  f us  herd  I  seye 

So  at*  f e  last*  he  mote  forf  his  weye  604 

And  forf  he  fleef  til  he  come  f  er  hym  list* 

whan  it*  come  hym  to  pwrpoos  for  to  rist* 

IT  I  trowe  he  had  filk*  texte  in  mynde  J^T^^SLit?*^ 

)?at*  al  f  inge  repeiryng*  to  his  kinge  608 
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Glade^  hym  self  pus  seyn  men  as  I  gesse 

Men  louen  of  propre  kinde  newfangilnesse 

As  briddes  doon  Jiaf  men  in  cages  fede 

ffor  J^eigKL  ]>ou  ny^f  and  day  take  of  hym  hede  612 

And  strawe  her  cage  faire  and  soft  as  silk 

And  ^eue  hem  sugre .  hony  .  brede  and  mylk* 

Jif  right*  anoon  as  faf  his  door  is  vppe 

He  wi])  his  feete  wil  spume  dot^n  his  cuppe  616 

And  to  ]>e  wode  he  wil  and  vermes  ete  [tef  uq 

So  newfangle  bene  ]>ei  of  her  mete 

And  louen  nouelries  of  propre  kinde 

No  gentilnesse  of  blood  may  hem  bynde  620 

So  ferde  ]>is  tercelet*  alias  ]>e  day 

Thowe  he  were  gentiti  bom  fressh  and  gay 

And  goodly  forto  sene .  humble  and  free 

He  segh  vpon  a  tyme  a  kite  fle  624 

And  sodeynly  he  loued  ^is  kite  soo 

That*  al  his  loue  is  clene  fro  me  goo 

And  ha])  his  trow]>e  falsed  in  ]>is  wise 

Thus  ha))  pe  kite  my  loue  in  her  semyse  628 

And  I  am  lorn  wtt^uten  remedye 

And  wij>  ))af  worde  pis  fawcon  gan  to  crie 

And  swowned  efb*  in  Canaces  barme 

Grete  was  ]>e  sorowe  for  ]>af  haukes  harme  632 

That*  Canacee  and  alio  her  wo77imen  made 

pel  nysf  howe  p&if  pei  my^f  pQ  faucon  glade 

Buf  Canace  home  here])  her  in  hii'  lappe 

And  softely  in  plaasters  gan  hir  wrappe  636 

]^r  as  she  vriih  hire  beek  had  hurt*  her  selue 

Kowe  can  not*  Canace  buf  herbes  delue 

Ouf  of  the  grounde  and  maken  salues  newe 

Of  herbes  precious  and  fyne  of  hewe  640 

To  helen  wi])  ^e  hauke  from  day  to  ny^t* 

She  do))  her  bysynesse  and  al  hei'  my^t* 

And  by  hire  beddes  hede  she  made  a  mewe 

And  keuered  it*  wi]>  veluetes  blewe  644 
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In  eigne  of  trouj)e  f af  is  in  wommen  sene 

And  AH  wiJ>-oute  j)e  mwee  is  peinted  grene 

I^  whiche  were  peynted  aB.  f  ise  fals  foules 

As  bene  J^ise  tydifs  .  tercelettes  and  owles  648 

Rijf  for  pe  spite  were  peynted  hem  biside 

Pies  on  hem  forto  crie  and  chide 

fwa  lete  I  Canace  her  hauke  kepinge 

I  wil  no  more  as  nowe  speke  of  her  rynge  652 

Til  it  come  eff  to  pwrpoos  forto  seyn  DMCiu,iMck] 

Howe  p&if  ]»is  faucon  gate  her  loue  ageyil 

Repentannf  as  f  e  story  telle])  vs 

By  mediaciofl  of  Camballus  656 

fe  kyngges  sone  of  which  I  jou  tolde 

But*  hens  forf  I  wil  processe  holde 

To  speken  of  auentores  and  of  batailles 

Thaf  3if  was  neuere  herde  so  grete  merveiles  660- 

ffirsf  wil  I  telle  30U  of  Cambynskan 

That*  in  his  tyme  mony  a  Cite  wan 

And  aftere  wil  I  speke  of  algarsif 

How  J)af  he  wan  Theodora  to  his  wiff  664 

fFor  whan  ful  oft*  in  grete  periH  he  was 

Ke  had  he  bene  holpen  by  ]»e  hors  of  bras 

And  aftere  wil  I  speke  of  CambaUo 

))at*  faughf  in  listes  wi))  ])e  bre))eren  two  668 

ffor  Canace  er  J>at*  he  my^t*  hii*  wynne 

And  ber  I  left*  wil  I  ageyn  bygynne 

J.M>L 

^«-  Apollo  whirle])  vp  his  chare  so  hie 

oi»t  Til  ]>af  ])e  god  Mercurins  hous  pe  sclie  672 

Explicit*  secunda  pars'! 

%  Here  ende]>  ]>e  sqnyers  tale 
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And  here  [«» i«if  u^  b9*i 

bygynne]!  ft  prologe  of  >*  merchaante. 

In  feif  Squier  f ow  hasf  fe  wel  yquytte 
And  gentelj  I  preise  wel  J>i  "witte 
Quod  ^e  merchannt*  considei7ng>  pi  jouj^e 
So  felinglj  ]»on  spekest*  eii^  I  pe  alou))e  676 

As  to  mj  dome  ])er  is  non  )/af  is  here 
Of  Eloquence  ])af  shal  be  pi  peie 

[And  if  ]iat  ]»ow  lyue  god  3if  ]»e  goode  cbaunce  [B«i«wMB»] 
And  in  veitue  sende  the  Contynaunce]  680 

ffor  of  ]ii  speche  I  haue  gref  deynte 
I  haue  a  sone  and  by  }»e  trinite 
I  had  leueie  ])an  xx^  pounde  wor]i  lond 
Jfough  if  were  lijf  nowe  fidlen  in  my  hond  684 

3e  eie  a  man  of  such  discrecioii 
As  pa\f  je  befi  fy.  on  possession 
But*  3if  a  man  be  u^uous  withel 

I  haue  my  sone  snybbed  and  ^if  shal  /  688 

ffor  he  to  yertue  liste]»  not*  entende  D^f  ns] 

But*  forto  pley  atte  dys  and  to  dispende 
And  lese  al  ]»af  he  ha))  is  his  vsage 
And  he  ha])  leuere  talke  -wip  a  page  692 

)>an  to  comune  wiji  a  gentile  wi^t* 
where  he  my^f  leme  gentillesse  ari^f 
A  strawe  for  joure  gentilnesse  quod  our  Hoosf 
What*  Marchaunte  parde  Sir*  wel  Jk)U  woost*  696 

That*  ech  of  30U  mote  tellen  at*  pe  leest* 
A  tale  or  twoo  or  breken  his  bihesf 
That*  knowe  I  wefi  quod  pe  Merchaunte  certeyfi 
I  prey  30U  haue))  not*  me  in  disdeyne  700 
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povi^Q  to  ^is  man  I  speke  a  wokJ  or  twoo 

Telle  on  ]d  tale  wijH)uten  woides  moo  / 

Gladly  sii*  oosto  quod  he  I  wil  obeye 

Ynto  3001  wille  now  herkene])  what*  I  seye  704 

I  wil  30a  nof  contraiye  in  no  wise . 

As  feire  as  my  wittes  wil  suffise 

I  prey  to  god  ]iaf  if  may  plesen  jou 

^an  woof  I  wdo  ]iaf  if  is  good  ynowa  708 

fTtB  ende])  ]ie  prologe  / 
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And  here  by- 
gynne]!  ft  Kerohanntei  tale.  c<m  im^hq 

Whilom  fer  was  dwellinge  in  Imnbaidy  IT  The  tale. 
A  worji  knyjf  j)af  bom  was  af  Payy 
In  whic£i  he  lyued  in  grete  prosperite 
And  sixty  ^ere  a  wyuelees  man  was  he  1248 

And  folowed  ay  his  bodely  delite 
On  womman  ]»er  as  was  his  Appetite 
As  doon  ]»ise  fooles  ^at*  bene  seculers 
And  whan  ])af  he  was  past*  sixty  jeres  1252 

Were  it*  for  holynesse  or  ellis  for  dotage 
I  can  not*  seye  but*  suche  a  coiage 
had  fia  knyghf  to  be  a  wedded  man 
Thaf  day  and  nyght  he  do))  al  paif  he  can  1256 

To  aspie  where  he  my^t*  wedded  be 
Preiynge  our  lord  to  graunt*  hjm  faf  he  / 
Might*  ones  knowe  )»af  blisful  liflf  ck»f  lu.  udL] 

)>af  is  bytwixe  an  husbonde  and  his  wif  1260 

And  for  to  lyuen  vnder  fat*  holy  band 
Wif  which  god  farsta  man  to  womman  band 
Koon  ofer  lif  seide  he  is  worf  a  bene 
ffor  wedloke  is  so  esi  and  so  clene  1264 

Thaf  in  fis  world  it*  is  a  paradys 
Thus  seif  fis  olde  knyjt*  faf  was  so  wis 
And  certeynly  as  sof  as  god  is  kinge 
To  take  a  wif  if  is  a  glorious  f  inge  1268 

And  namely  whan  a  man  is  olde  and  hoore 
fan  is  a  wif  f  e  frute  of  his  tresore 
fan  shuld  he  take  a  ^onge  wif  and  a  faira 
On  which  he  myjf  engender  him  an  aire  1272 
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And  lede  his  lif  in  loye  and  solace 

Wber  as  ])e  bachileis  synggen  alas 

Whan  j)ei  fynde  eny  aduersite 

In  lone  whic&  ]»af  is  but<  childes  yanite  1276 

And  trewly  it*  sitte  wel  to  be  soo 

That*  bachilers  han  ofie  peyne  and  woo 

On  bratel  grounde  J>ei  beelde  brutelnesse 

J?ei  fynde  whan  j)ei  wene  sikemesse  1280 

pei  lyue  bnt*  as  a  bridde  or  a  beesf 

In  liberte  and  vnder  nyce  areesf 

fei  as  a  wedded  man  in  his  astate 

Lyue])  his  lif  bHsful  and  ordynate  1284 

Vndere  J»e  jok*  of  manage  ybounde 

Wel  may  his  hert*  in  loye  and  blisse  be  founde 

ffor  who  can  be  so  buxom  as  a  wif 

Who  is  so  trewe  and  eke  so  tentiff  1288 

To  kepe  him  seke  and  hole  as  is  his  make 

flfor  wel  ne  woo  she  wil  not*  hym  forsake 

She  nys  not*  weiy  hym  to  lone  and  seme 

])oa}e  ]iaf  he  lye  bedrede  til  he  sterae  1 292 

And  jit*  aomme  clerkes  sein  pB,V  if  is  not*  soo 

Of  which  theofraste  is  oon  of  ))oo ./ 

What*  foorce  J^oujf  Thophrasf  lustej>  lye  D«f  ni] 

Ke  take  no  wif  quad  he  for  husbondrye  1296 

As  forto  spare  in  honseholc)  pi  dispence 

A  trewe  seruatmte  do}»  more  diligence 

Thi  good  to  kepe  J>an  J>ine  owne  wif 

ffor  she  wil  cleyme  half  part*  al  her  lif  1300 

And  jif  ]»at  pon  be  seke  so  god  me  saue 

Thi  Terrey  firendes  or  a  trewe  knaue 

Wil  kepe  ])e  better  ]»an  she  ))af  waite];  ay 

Aflere  J)i  good  and  haf  do  mony  a  day  1304 

And  if  poM  take  a  wif  ^))at*  to  pe  is  vntrewe 

fful  ofte  tyme  if  shal  J>e  Ewe  ^  [*"*  1  spurious] 

This  entenf  an  hundred  sij^es  wors 

Write^  )»is  man  per  god  his  bonys  cars  1308 
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But*  take  no  kepe  of  al  such  vanyte 

Defie  Theofrasf  and  herkene])  me 

A  wiff  is  goddys  jift*  verreyly 

Al  o]»er  manere  jiftes  haidely  1312 

As  londes .  rentes  pasture  or  comune 

Or  mebles  al  bene  jiftes  of  fortune 

])at*  passen  as  a  shadowe  on  a  wsB. 

But*  diede  if  nou3f  pleynly  speke  I  shaH  1316 

A  wiff  wil  lasf  and  in  fine  hous  endure 

Wei  more  J>an  f  e  list*  pcrauenture 

Mariegge  is  a  ful  grete  sacrament* 

Who  haf  no  wiff  I  telle  hym  shenf  1320 

He  lyue])  helplees  and  is  al  desolate 

I  speke  of  folk*  in  seculere  astate 

And  herken  wlii .  I  seie  not*  ]»is  for  noujf 

])e  womman  is  for  mannes  helpe  ywrou3f  1324 

])e  highd  god  whan  he  had  Adam  maked 

And  seghe  him  alone  bely  naked 

God  of  his  grete  goodnesse  seide  J^an  / 

Lat*  YS  make  an  helpe  vnto  ])is  man  1328 

like  to  hym  self  and  ])an  he  made  Eue 

Here  may  ^ee  see  and  herby  may  30  preue 

)>at*  fe  wiff  is  mannys  Comfort*  Dnf  114^  buk] 

His  Paradys  terrestre  and  his  disport*  1332 

So  buxom  and  so  vertuous  is  she 

J)ei  most€  nedes  lyue  in  vnite 

Oo  flessh  ))ei  bene  and  two  soules  as  I  gesse 

Ha])  but*  oon  herf  in  hele  and  in  distresse  1336 

A  wif  a  seynt*  Mary  benedicite 

How  myjf  a  man  han  eny  aducrsite 

]}at*  ha))  a  wiff  certes  I  can  not*  seie 

pe  blisse  ))at*  is  ytwixe  hem  tweye  1340 

pet  may  no  tunge  tellen  or  herf  ))enk* 

K  he  be  poor  she  helpe])  him  to  swynk* 

She  kepe])  his  good  and  waaste])  neuer  a  dele 

Al  ))af  her  husbond  lusf  she  like))  wele  1344 

PETWOBTH   240   (S-T.  4i5) 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


SIX-TEXT   446 

GROUP  E.  §  4.  MBROHANT'a  TALE.  Potworth  KS. 

She  sei]^  nof  onys  nay  whan  he  seith  30 

Do^  yia  sei))  he .  al  redy  sir^  Beip  she 

O  blisful  ordere  of  wedloke  precious 

]}ou  arte  so  mery  and  eke  so  vertuous  1348 

And  80  commended  and  so  appreued  eke 

pa,V  euery  man  pe^f  halt*  him  wor))  a  leke 

Ypon  his  bare  knees  aii3f  al  his  lif 

Thanken  his  god  J^at*  him  haj)  senf  a  wif  1352 

Oy]»er  pre!  to  god  him  for  to  sende 

A  wiff  to  last*  vnto  his  lyues  ende 

iTor  ^an  his  lif  is  sette  in  sikemesse 

Se  may  nof  be  desceyued  as  I  gesse  1356 

So  faf  he  worche  after  his  wyues  rede 

fan  may  he  boldely  here  vp  his  hede 

fei  bene  so  trewe  and  also  wys 

ffor  which  if  Jou  wilf  worchen  as  p'  wis  1360 

Do  alway  so  as  wommen  wil  fe  rede 

Loo  howe  J^af  lacob  as  ]»ise  clerkes  rede 

By  good  counseil  of  his  modere  Rebekke 

Boonde  fe  kyddes  skyn  about*  his  nekke  1364 

ffor  which  his  faders  benyson  he  wan 

Loo  ludith  as  fe  storie  telle  can 

Be  wise  connsail  she  goildes  puple  kepte  [leaf  iis] 

And  sclowe  hym  Olophemes  while  he  sclepte  1368 

Lo  Abygail  by  counseille  how  she 

Saued  her  husbonde  Nab^  whan  pai?  he 

Shuld  haue  be  sclayne  and  loke  aster  alsoo 

By  good  counsaile  delyuered  out*  of  woo  1372 

pe  puple  of  god  and  made  hym  marche 

Of  assure  enchaunced  forto  be 

Ther  is  no  ]>inge  in  grete  sup^latif 

As  eeip  seneke  [above]  an  humble  wif  1376 

Sufire  pi  wifes  tnnge  as  Caton  bitte 

She  shal  commaunde  and  )k>u  ahalf  suf&e  if 

And  }if  she  wil  obeye  of  Cnrtesie 

A  wif  is  keper  of  pme  husbondrye  1380 
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•wele  may  pe  seke  man  by-weile  and  wepe 

]»er  as  ])er  nys  no  wif  J>e  hous  to  kepe 

I  wame  J>e  jif  wisly  Jk)u  wircha 

Loue  wel  pi  wif  as  crist  loae)»  his  chirch^  1384 

If  thou  louest*  J)i  self  wel .  J>ou  louest*  fi  wif 

"No  man  hate))  his  flessh  baf  in  his  llf 

He  fostreth  it*  and  Jierfore  bid  I  fe 

Cherisshe  pi  wif  or  ]^oti  shalf  neu^re  the  1388 

Husbonde  and  wif  what*  so  men  lape  or  pleye 

Of  worldly  folk  holde  J>e  siker  weye 

They  bene  so  knytte  J»er  may  noon  hanne  betide 

And  namely  vpon  pe  wives  side  1392 

£for  which  pia  lanuarie  of  which  I  tolde 

Consideied  h&p  wip-in  his  dales  olde 

Jje  lusty  lif  fe  vertuous  quiete 

))af  is  in  manage  hony  swete  1396 

And  for  his  frendes  on  a  day  he  senf 

To  tellen  hem  the  efifecte  of  his  entenf 

wi))  face  sadde  his  tale  he  h&p  hem  told 

He  saide  frendes  I  am  hoor  and  olde  1 400 

And  almost*  god  wote  vpon  ))e  pittes  bnnke 

Vpon  my  soule  somwhaf  I  most*  )»enke 

I  haue  my  body  folily  dispended  /  pMifiifi»iMck] 

Blessed  be  god  if  shal  be  amended  1404 

flfor  I  wil  bene  certeyn  a  wedded  man 

And  ])af  anon  in  al  ))e  hasf  I  can 

Ynto  some  maide  faire  and  tender  of  age 

I  prey  30U  shape))  for  my  manage  1 408 

Al  sodeynly  for  I  wil  not  abide 

And  I  wil  foonden  to  aspie  on  my  side 

To  whoom  I  may  be  wedded  hastely 

Buf  for  as  moche  as  30  bene  more  ))an  I  1412 

3e  shul  ra))er  such  a  ))inge  espien 

)}an  I  and  ))er  me  lust*  best*  to  alien 

But*  of  on  ))ing*  I  wame  30U  my  frendes  dere 

I  nyl  noon  olde  wif  haue  in  no  manere  1416 
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She  shal  not*  passe  xvj  ^ere  in  fayn 

Old  fis^  and  ^onge  flessH  ]»f  wil  I  haue  certayfi 

Betf  is  quod  he  a  p[i]ke  J^an  a  pikereH 

And  bette  p&n  olde  beef  is  ]»e  tender^  ye^  1420 

I  wil  no  womman  of  xxx"  wyntei*  age 

If  is  but*  bene  strawe  and  giete  forage 

And  eke  )»ise  olde  wyues  god  it  wote 

yei  konnen  so  moche  ciaff  on  wades  bote  1424 

So  mochel  broke  harme  whan  ]>af  hem  lesf 

That*  wij  hem  shuld  I  neuei*  lyuen  in  rest* 

ffor  sondiy  scoles  make];  subtile  clerkes 

Womman  of  mony  scoles .  half  a  clerk  es  1428 

But*  certeyn  a  yonge  yinff  may  man  gye 

Bijt*  as  men  may  warme  wax  yrith.  handis  plye 

Wherfore  I  seie  30U  pleynly  in  a  clause 

I  nyl  non  olde  wif  han  rijt*  for  ))is  cause  1432 

ffor  if  so  were  I  had  some  meschaunce 

]»f  [I]  in  hire  ne  couj^e  haue  no  plesaunce 

J^an  shuld  I  lede  my  lif  in  auenture 

And  so  streite  to  ))e  deuel  sure  1436 

Ke  children  shuld  I  noon  vpon  hura  geten 

3it*  had  me  leuere  ])at*  houndes  had  me  eten 

Than  ]»at*  myne  Heritage  shuldd  falle  []»tii€} 

In  straunge  honde  and  ])us  I  telle  30U  all  1440 

I  dote  nof .  I  nof  fe  cause  whi 

Men  shxdd  wedde  and  ferthermore  wote  I 

Ther  speke}»  mony  a  man  of  Mariage 

faf  wote  no  more  of  it*  fan  dof  my  page  1444 

ffor  whiche  causes  men  shul<$  take  a  wif 

3if  he  may  not*  chaast  bene  his  lif 

Take  him  a  wif  wif  grete  deuociofi 

Bycause  of  leeful  procreaciofi  1448 

Of  children  to  fe  honure  of  god  aboue 

And  nou3f  only  for  paramour  ne  for  loue 

And  for  ))ei  shulden  leccherie  eschewe 

And  3eelde  her  dettes  while  ]Mif  if  is  newe  1452 
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Or  for  ])at*  ecbe  man  shuld  helpe  o])er0 

In  meschief  as  sustere  shal  to  bro])ere 

And  Ijve  in  chastite  ful  heuenly 

But*  sirs  by  30ure  leue  J>af  am  nof  I  1456 

ffor  god  by^onke  it* .  I  dar  make  auaunte 

I  fele  my  lymmes  sterke  and  suffisaunt* 

To  done  al  ^at*  a  man  bylonge))  to 

I  wote  my  self  best*  what*  I  may  do  1460 

])oa3  I  be  hoor  I  fare  as  do]>  a  tv» 

fat  blosmetb  er  J>e  frute  ywox[e]  be 

fat*  blossmed  tre  is  neif er  drie  ne  dede 

I  fele  no  where  hoor  but*  on  my  hede  1464 

Myne  hert*  and  my  lymmes  ben  as  grene 

As  lauriel  is  f orgh  fe  ^ere  to  sene 

And  sythen  30  ban  herd  al  myn  entenf 

I  prey  30U  to  my  wille  je  assent*  1468 

Dyuers  men  dyuersly  hy w  told 

Of  Manage  mony  ensamples  olde 

So?nme  blamen  it*  somme  preisen  it  certayfi 

But*  af  fe  laste  shortely  forto  sayA  1473 

As  alday  fallef  altercacion 

Bitwixen  frendes  in  disputacioil 

fer  fiUe  a  strif  ytwix  his  breferen  two  *  Owf  ii0»  iwck] 

Of  which  fat*  oon  is  cleped  placebo ./  1476 

lustinus  sof ly  called  was  fat*  othei' 

Placebo  seide  00  I  am  ^oure  brof  ere 

fiful  litel  nede  ban  ye  my  lord  so  dere 

Counseile  to  aske  of  ony  fat*  is  here  1480 

But*  fat*  3e  bene  so  ful  of  Sapience 

That*  30U  ne  likef  for  30ure  high  prudence 

To  weyue  from  fe  word  of  Salomon 

This  word  seif  he  vnto  vs  everechofi  1484 

Wirk*  al  fing*  by  counseile  f us  seide 

And  fan  shalt*  f  ou  not*  repent*  f  e 

But*  feigh  fat*  Salomon  speke  such  a  word 

Myn  owne  dere  brof  er  and  my  loi-d  1488 
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So  wisly  god  biing*  my  sarde  at*  ese  and  reef 

I  holde  jonre  owe  connsefi  is  pe  besf 

ffor  bro^r  m jn  take  of  me  fia  motif* 

I  liaue  bene  nowe  a  courte  man  al  my  lyf  1492 

And  god  woot*  Jiouje  I  vnwor]>i  be 

I  haue  etonden  in  ful  grete  degre 

Abowen  loides  of  ful  grete  astate 

Jit*  had  I  neuere  wij>  none  of  bem  debate  1496 

I  neuere  hem  contiaried  trewly 

I  wote  wele  J)at*  my  lord  can  more  J>an  I. 

Thaf  he  sei))  I  holde  if  forme  and  stable 

I  seie  fe  same  or  ellis  ping  semblable  1500 

A  ful  grete  fool  is  eny  counselouf 

)iaf  seme]!  eny  lord  of  hie  honoui' 

)iaf  dar  presume  or  ones  ])enk'  if 

Thaf  his  counsaile  shulcl  passe  his  lordes  witte  1504 

Kay  lordes  bene  no  fooles  be  my  fay 

3e  haue  joure  self  spoken  here  to  day 

So  high  sentence  so  holy  &  so  weH 

Thaf  I  consenf  and  conferme  eu^  dele  1508 

Jottr  wordes  al  &  30ure  opynyown 

By  god  per  is  no  man  in  al  ])is  toun . 

Ne  in  Ytaile  cou)re  bef  han  seide  [letf  ii7] 

Criste  holde]»  of  piB  hym  ful  wel  apaied  1512 

And  trewly  if  is  an  hie  corage 

Of  eny  man  ]^af  stoupe]»  into  age 

To  take  a  jonge  wif  be  my  fader'  kynne 

3oure  herf  honge])  vpon  a  loly  pynne  1516 

Do]»  now  in  ]»is  matere  ri3f  as  30U  leste 

ffor  fynaUy  I  holde  if  for  ^e  besf 

^  lustinus  ]iaf  ay  stille  satte  arid  herde 

E^f  in  pis  wise  he  to  placebo  ansuerde  1520 

Nowe  brojer  myn  be  pacienf  I  prey 

Si^ns  ^af  ^e  han  seide  herken  whaf  I  sey 

Senek  amonges  oj^er  wordes  wise 

Sei^  )»bf  a  man  ou^f  hym  wel  avise  1524 
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To  whom  lie  jeaeth  his  land  or  his  cateH 
And  8i))ens  I  ought*  avise  me  ri^f  wett 
To  whoom  I  jene  my  [gode  aweye  fi&ome  Me 
WeHe  more  I  aughte  auysede  be  1528 

To  whome  I  yeue  my]  body  for  alway 
I  wame  you  wel  if  is  no  childes  play 
To  taken  a  wif  wiJ>-ouf  avisement 
Men.  most*  enquere  ]»is  is  myn  assenf 
Whedere  she  be  wis .  sobre  or  dronklewe 
Ey]»er  proude  or  oj^er  wise  a  shrewe 
A  chidere  ei]>er  a  waastei^  of  ])i  good 
Or  liche  or  poor  /  or  ellis  a  man  is  wood 
Al  be  if  so  ])af  no  man  fynde  shal 
ITon  in  ]ii3  worlcl  ]^af  trete)»  hool  in  all 
Ke  man  ne  beesf  such  as  men  con  devise 
Buf  na))elees  if  aughf  ynowe  suflise 
Wif  eny  wif  ^if  so  were  J>af  30  hadde 
Moo  good  thewes  fan  her  vices  badde 
And  al  fis  askef  leisere  to  enquere 
ffor  god  wote  I  haue  wepte  mony  a  tere 
fful  prtuely  sifens  I  had  a  wif 
Preise  who  so  wil  a  wedded  mannys  lif* 
Certeyn  I  fynde  in  if  buf  cosf  and  care 
And  obseruat^nces  of  al  blessed  bare ./ 
And  ^if  god  f  onk*  my  neighbours  al  aboute 
A[nd]  namely  of  woTTimen  a  grete  route 
Sein  fat  I  haue  f e  mosf  stedefasf  wiff" 
And  eke  f  e  mekest  oon  f  af  beref  li£F 
But  I  woote  best  wher  wrief  [me]  my  shoo 
3e  may  for  me  rijf  as  30U  lisf  doo 
Avisef  30U  3e  bene  a  man  of  age 
Howe  f  af  30  entren  into  mariage 
And  namely  wif  a  ^onge  wif  and  a  feire 
By  him  f  af  made  water  erf  e  and  Eyre 
f e  3ongesf  man  faf  is  in  al  f is  route 
Is  bisy  ynou3e  to  bringe  if  aboute 
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To  liane  his  wifP  allone  tieste}^  me 

)e  shullen  not*  plesen  huie  jeres  ))re 

This  is  to  seyn  to  done  her  plesaimce 

A  wis  axe))  ful  monj  an  obseruat^nce  1564 

I  prey  30U  ))at*  je  ne  be  euel  apaide 

Wei  qaod  )»is  lannai'  &  hastowe  al  saide 

Strawe  for  ])i  senek  &  for  ])i  prouerbes 

I  count*  nof  a  panyer  ful  of  herbes  1568 

Of  scole  teermes  wiser  men  ])an  thou/ 

As  )»ou  hast*  herd  assente])  it*  ri3t*  nowe 

IT  To  my  purpoos  Placebo  what*  say  je 

I  sey  if  is  a  cursed  man  quod  he  1572 

That*  lette])  Matrimoyne  Sikerly 

And  wif  }»t*  word  J»ei  risen  sodeynly 

And  bene  assented  fully  ])at*  he  shulJ 

Wedded  be  whan  hym  list*  and  where  he  wol<$  1576 

Thy  fantasie  and  fi  curiousuesse 

flro  day  to  day  gan  in  ])i  soule  inpresse 

Of  lanuai^  about*  his  manage 

Mony  faire  shappe  and  mony  faire  visage  1580 

Ther  passe))  his  hert*  nyjt  by  nyght* 

As  who  so  toke  a  myroui*  polshed  bright* 

And  sette  it*  in  a  comune  Market*  place 

^an  shuld  he  seen  mony  a  figure  pace  1584 

By  his  Miroure  and  in  ])e  same  wise  [leariis] 

Can  lanuai'  in  wi))  his  pon^V  devise 

Of  Maidens  which  ))at*  dwellen  [him]  beside 

0.  He  wist*  not*  where  he  my^t*  abide  1588 

ffor  fanfe  ))at*  oon  haue  beute  in  her  face 

A-no))er  stant  so  in  ))e  puples  grace 

ffor  her  sadnesse  and  her  benignite 

^t*  of  pe  puple  grettest*  vois  had  she  1592 

And  so7?2me  were  riche  and  hadden  badde  name 

But*  na  ^e  lees  bytwixe  emest  and  game 

He  atte  last*  enpoynted  hy?»  in  oon 

A[nd]  lete  al  o))er  from  his  hert^  gooii  1596 
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And  chese  hir^  of  lua  owne  auctorite 

ffor  loue  is  blynde  al  day  and  may  not*  se 

And  whan  ])at*  lie  was  in  ])e  bedde  broujf 

He  purtieide  in  his  herf  and  in  his  ])0U3f  1600 

Her  freisshe  beaute  and  her  age  tendere 

Hii'  myddel  smalle  her  armes  longs  and  sclendera 

Her  wise  gonemaunce  and  her  gentilnesse 

Her  wommanly  beringe  and  her  sadnesse  1604 

And  whan  )»at  he  to  hei^  was  condescended 

Hym  j)0U3f  his  chois  my3f  not*  be  amended 

ffor  whan.  ]»af  he  him  self  concluded  had 

Hym  J^onjt*  eche  oJ>er  mannys  witf  so  bad?  1608 

f  af  inpossible  if  were  to  replie 

Ajeinsf  his  chois  pia  was  his  fantasie 

His  frendes  sent*  he  to  at<  his  instance 

And  preie))  him  to  done  hym  ]»at*  plesafice  1612 

That*  hastely  ))ei  wolde  to  hym  come 

He  wol()  abreggen  her  labour  al  and  some 

Hit*  nede))  no  more  to  hem  to  goo  ne  ride 

He  was  apointed  )»er  he  wol(}  abide  1616 

Placebo  came  and  eke  his  frendes  sone 

And  alpev  first*  he  bad  hem  aH  a  bone 

Jiat*  noon  of  hem  noon  argumente^  make 

A^einst*  his  pt^rpoos  which  ))at*  he  h&p  take .  1620 

Which  purpoos  was  plesaunt*  to  god  as  seide  he      nrns^bk] 

And  verrey  grounde  of  his  prosperite 

He  saide  per  was  a  mayden  in  pe  toune 

Which  fat*  of  bewte  haj>  grete  renoun  1624 

Al  were  if  so  she  were  of  smaUdegre 

Sufi^th  him  her  ^ovLpe  and  her  bewte 

Which  mayde  he  seide  he  wold  haue  to  wif 

To  leden  in  eese  and  in  holynesse  his  lif*  1628 

And  fonkef  god  f af  he  myjf  han  hii'  aJA 

)>af  no  wi^f  his  blisse  parf  shatt 

And  preie])  him  to  labour  in  ]»is  nede 

And  shapen  ^af  he  &ile  nof  to  spede  1632 
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ffor  pan  he  seide  his  spirif  was  af  eese 
jwii  is  quod  he  no  J)ing<  me  may  displese 
IT  Sane  oon  ]»inge  prikke])  in  my  conscience 
fe  which  I  wil  reherce  in  joure  presence 
I  haue  quod  he  herd  saie  ful  jore  agoo 
fet  may  no  man  han  parfit*  blesses  twoo 
pis  is  to  saie  in  er))e  and  eke  in  heuene 
ffor  pei  he  kepte  him  from  ^e  synnes  seuene 
And  eke  fro  euery  biannche  of  thilk  tree 
jit*  is  peie  so  parfit  prospente 
And  so  grete  eese  and  lusf  in  nLariage 
Thaf  euer  I  am  a-gast*  nowe  in  myn  age 
]>af  I  shal  lede  nowe  so  mery  a  lif 
[So  delicat  withouten  wo  or  strif 
That  y  shal  han  myn  heuene  in  erthe]  here 
ffor  afena  f af  veirey  heuene  is  bou3f  so  dere 
Wip  tribulacioil  and  grete  penaunce 
how  shold  I  such  in  such  plesaunce 
As  alle  wedded  men  done  wi]»  her  wives 
Come  to  fe  blisse  pere  crisf  eterne  alyue  es 
This  is  my  drede  and  je  my  brejjere  tweye 
Assoille^  me  )»is  question  I  30U  preye 
IT  lustinus  which  ^at  hated  his  foly 
Answer^  anon  ri)f  in  his  lapry 
And  for  he  wolcl  his  longe  tale  abr^ge 
He  wolda  noon  autorite  alegge 
But*  seide  sii:'  so  )»ere  bene  noon  obstacle 
Ofet  ^an  fia  god  of  his  hye  myracle 
And  of  his  mercy  may  so  for  30U  wirche 
That*  er  je  han  joure  jiftes  of  holy  chircha 
je  may  repent*  of  wedded  majinys  lif 
In  which  90  seyn  is  neijwr  woo  ne  strif* 
And  ellis  god  forbede  but*  ^if  he  sent* 
A  wedded  man  grace  hym  to  repent* 
Wei  often  ra]wr  ]»an  a  syngle  man  / 
And  pedoT  sir'  fe  best*  rede  I  can 
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DiBpeire])  30U  nou^t  h&uep  in  memorie 

Perauenture  she  may  be  30U1'  pwrgatorie 

She  may  be  goddis  mene  and  goddys  wbippe 

Than  shal  joure  soule  vp  to  heuen  ekippe  1672 

Swifter  J>an  do  J)  an  arowe  ouf  of  a  bo  we 

I  hope  to  god  here  aftere  ^e  shal  knowe 

f  af  per  nys  noon  so  grete  felicite 

In  manage  ne  neuere  more  shal  be  1676 

p&t  30U  shal  lak  of  30111'  saluaciofi 

So  J^af  30  Yse  as  skille  is  and  resofi 

J>e  lustes  of  30UTe  wif  attemperally 

And  J)af  3e  plese  hure  nof  to  ameionsly  1680 

And  f af  30  kepe  30U  eke  fro  oJ)er  synne 

My  tale  is  done  for  my  witte  is  pinne 

Bef  not  agasf  her-of  my  brofer* 

But*  laf  Ys  wade  from  pis  mat6r  to  an  opera  1684 

fe  wif  of  baj)e  if  3e  wil  ynderstond^ 

Of  manage  which  3e  ban  on  honde 

Declaren  can  fal  wel  in  litel  space 

ffare])  nowe  wel  god  haue  3011  in  his  grace  1688 

And  wij)  J)is  word  pis  lustyne  and  his  bropere 

Han  take  her  leue  and  ech  of  hem  of  opere 

ffor  whan  pel  segh  if  mosf  nedes  be 

pei  wrou3ten  so  by  wise  and  sclegh  trete  1692 

paf  she  pis  maide  which  pat*  Mayus  hi3f 

As  hastely  as  euere  paf  she  my3ti 

Shal  wedded  be  vnto  lannarye  pear  ii9»tMck] 

I  trowe  if  were  to  longe  30U  to  tary  1696 

If  I  30U  tolde  of  euery  scrite  or  bonde 

By  which  paf  she  was  festned  in  his  londe 

Eiper  forto  herken  of  her  riche  aray 

Buf  fynaly  ycowmen  is  pe  day  1700 

paf  to  pe  churche  bop[e]  bene  pei  wenf 

fforto  receyue  pe  holy  sacramenf 

fiforp  commep  pe  preesf  wip  stole  abonf  his  neke 

And  bad  hii'  be  ylik'  sarra  and  rebek*  1704 
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In  wisdom  and  [in]  troujje  of  manage 

And  saide  liis  orisons  as  is  his  vsage 

And  crowched  hem  and  bad  god  shuld  he7n  blisse 

And  made  al  siker  ynough  with  holynesse  1708 

Thus  bene  J^ei  wedded  YriiJi  solcmpnite 

And  at*  ])0  feeste  sittej)  he  and  she 

Wij)  oj)er  worJ)i  folk*  vpon  j)e  dees 

Al  ful  of  loye  and  blisse  is  pe  paleys  1712 

And  fill  of  instromentes  and  of  vitaile 

fe  moste  deyntevous  of  al  Ytaile 

Byfom  hem  of  instrumentis  which  soun 

])af  Oipheus  ne  of  phebes  ampheoufi  1716 

Ne  maden  neuere  suche  a  melody 

And  at*  euery  cours  came  loude  mynstralcye 

That*  neuere  loab  trumped  foito  heie 

NQiper  Theodomas  ^it*  half  so  clere  1720 

And  Thebes  whan  fe  cite  was  in  doute 

Bacus  pQ  wyne  hem  shenke])  al  aboute 

And  Venus  laughe])  on  euery  wi3f 

ffor  lanuai'  was  bycome  her  knyjt*  1724 

And  wolde  bo])  assaien  his  corage 

In  liberte  and  eke  in  mariage 

And  wi])  hure  fuyr  bronde  -wiUi  her  hand  aboute 

Daunseth  byfome  fe  bride  al  aboute  1728 

And  clenly  I  dar  wel  seyn  right  pis 

Emyneus  pat  god  of  weddyng*  is  / 

Segh  neuere  in  his  lif*  so  mery  a  wedded  man  [leaf  120] 

Holde  pou  pi  pees  pou  poete  Marcean  1732 

pat*  writest*  vs  pat*  ilk  wedding*  mery 

Of  hure  Philologi  and  of  Marcury 

And  of  pe  sanges  paf  pe  muses  songe 

So  smale  as  eke  pi  penne  and  eke  pi  tunge  1736 

fforto  discryuen  of  pis  mariage 

Whan  tender  3oupe  hap  wedded  stouping*  age 

per  is  suche  myrpe  pat  if  may  not*  be  writte 

Aflsaiep  it  joure  self  pan  may  )e  wite  1740 
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9if  ]7af  I  lak  or  noon  in  fia  matere 

Mayus  p&t  sitte  wij?  so  benygne  a  chere 

Hire  to  biholde  it*  semed  faierye 

Queen  Estre  loked  neuere  vrip  sucti  an  ye  1744 

On  assure  so  meke  a  loke  as  she 

I  may  jou  not*  avise  al  her  bewte 

Buf  J)us  moche  of  ber  bewte  telle  I  may 

)»at*  she  was  like  pe  bri3t<  morowe  of  may  1748 

ffuMllede  of  beaute  and  of  plesaunce 

This  lanuai'  is  rauisshf  in  a  tiaunce 

And  at*  euery  tyme  he  loked  on  hir*  face 

But*  in  his  herf  he  gan  hii'  to  manace  1752 

Jaf  he  j)af  ny3f  in  annes  wold  hij^  streyfi 

Harder  J^an  euere  Paris  did  Eleyn 

Buti*  naj^elees  )it*  had  he  grete  pite 

J)af  ilkg  ny3t*  offenden  her  most*  he  1756 

And  fought*  alas  o  tender^  creature 

I^owe  god  wold  je  myjt*  wel  endure 

Al  my  corage  it*  is  so  sharpe  arid  kene 

I  am  agast*  30  shul  it"  not*  sustene  1760 

But*  god  forbede  fat*  I  did  al  my  myjt* 

Nowe  wolde  god  fat*  it*  were  wexen  ny3f 

And  fat*  f e  ny3t*  wolde  lasten  euere  moo 

I  wold  fat  al  fis  puple  were  a-goo  1764 

And  fynaly  he  dof  al  his  laboure 

As  he  best*  my3t*  sauyng*  his  honoure 

To  hast*  hem  fro  f  e  mete  in  subtile  wise  LImT  120,  i»ck] 

The  tyme  came  fat*  reson  was  to  rise  1768 

And  after  fat*  men  daunce  and  drinks  fast* 

And  spices  al  aboute  f  e  hous  f  ei  cast* 

And  ful  of  ioye  and  blisse  is  euery  man 

AH  sauf  a  squyer  fat*  hi3t*  damyan .  1772 

which  carf  to-fore  f  e  king*  mony  day 

He  was  so  rauysshed  on  his  lady  may 

That*  for  f  e  verrey  peine  he  was  ny3e  wode 

Almost*  he  swalte  an  swowned  fer  he  stode  1776 
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Afl  she  him  ladde  dannsinge  in  her  hand 

So  &esshe  she  was  and  Jjerto  so  likand 

And  to  hia  bedde  he  went"  hym  hastely 

No  more  of  him  at*  this  tyme  speke  I. 

But*  |»ere  I  lete  him  wepe  ynow  and  pleyfl 

Til  fresshe  may  wil  rewen  on  his  peyn 

IT  O  perilous  fyre  f af  in  fe  hedstrawe  bredej) 

0  famuleie  foo  f af  his  seruise  bedej) 

O  seruawnte  traitonre  fals  [of]  holy  hewe 

Like  to  fe  adder  sclegh .  &  in  Basom  vntrewe 

God  shilde  vs  alle  from  ^oure  iniqnitaUTzce 

O  lanuare  dronken  in  plesannce 

Of  Manage  se  howe  fi  damyan 

Thyne  owne  squyer  and  fi  bom  man 

Entende]}  to  done  f  e  vilanye 

God  grannte  fe  |)ine  harme  forto  aspie 

ffor  in  fis  world  nys  no  wors  pestilence 

Than  homely  foo  alday  in  f  i  presence 

Parfonrmed  ha])  pis  day  his  arke  dyume 

No  lenger  may  f  e  body  of  hy?7i  soiowrne 

pe  Orisonte  as  in  ))at<  latitude 

Ei^f  wij)  his  mantel  ))at*  is  derk*  and  Bude 

Gan  forto  sprede  fe  mysprey  aboute 

ffor  which  departed  is  pe  lusty  route 

ffor  lanuare  wip  ponke  on  euery  side 

Hoom  to  her  howses  lustely  J)ei  ride . 

Ther  as  ))ei  done  her  ))ingges  as  hem  lust* 

And  whan  ])ei  segh  her  tyme  to  go  to  rest* 

Sone  aftere  ])at*  pia  hastif  lanuai' 

Wol  go  to  bedde  he  wil  no  lenger  tai* 

He  drinke))  Ypocras  clerre  and  vemage 

Of  spices  hote  to  encresen  his  corage 

And  many  a  letuare  had  he  ful  fyne 

Such  as  pe  cursed  monk  daune  Gostantyne 

Haf  writen  in  his  boke  of  Coytu 

To  eten  hem  al  he  nas  no  ))ing<  eschwe 
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And  fus  to  his  privey  freudes  seide  he 

Sot  goddis  loue  as  sone  as  if  may  be 

Lette  voiden  al  fis  hous  in  curteys  wise  sone  1815 

Men  dronken  and  J?e  traneis  drowe  anon  1817 

The  bride  was  bron3f  to  bedde  as  stille  as  any  stofi     1818 

So  hasted  lanuai'  it  mosf  be  don  [spurious] 

And  whan  ])e  bedde  was  Yfith  J?e  preesf  yblessed 

Out*  of  f  e  Chambre  haj?  euery  wi3f  hyw  dressed  1820 

And  lanuare  ha])  fast*  in  armes  take 

His  fresshe  may  his  pai'adis  his  make 

He  Inlleth  hnre  he  kisseth  hure  ful  oft« 

Wif  J)ilke  bristels  of  his  beerd  vnsoff  1824 

Tlike  to  )>e  skyn  of  hounde  fissh  sharpe  as  brere 

fifor  he  was  shaue  al  newe  in  his  manere 

He  rubbef  hure  vpon  her  tendere  face 

Ajid  seide  fus  alace  I  mote  trespace     •  1828 

To  30U  my  spouse  and  30U  gretly  oifende 

Or  tyme  come  faf  I  wil  donne  descende 

Buf  naf elees  considered  fis  qw^d  he 

J>er  nys  no  werkman  what*  so  euer  he  be  1832 

]>at*  may  bo))e  worche  wel  and  hastely 

f  is  wil  be  done  af  leisere  parfitely 

If  is  no  force  howe  longe  faf  wo  pleye 

I  tpowe  in  wedloke  coupled  bene  we  tweye  1836 

And  blessed  by  the  yokke  faf  we  bene  Inne 

ffor  in  our  actys  we  may  do  no  synno  •/ 

A  man  may  do  no  synne  wif  his  wiff  peaf  121,  back] 

Ke  hirf  hym  self  wij)  his  owne  knyff  1840 

Kow  han  we  leue  to  pley  vs  by  pe  lawe 

Thus  labowrej?  he  til  p&V  pe  day  gan  dawe 

And  fan  he  takej)  a  soppe  in  fyne  clerre 

And  ypri3t  in  his  bedde  pojo.  Biiiep  he  1844 

And  aftere  faf  he  songe  ful  loude  and  clere 

And  kissed  his  wiflF  and  made  wanton  chere 

He  was  al  coltissh  and  ful  of  ragerye 

And  ful  of  Girgoun  as  is  flecked  pie  1848 
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pe  sclak  skyn  about*  his  necke  shake]? 

While  ))at<  he  songe  so  chauntej?  he  and  crake]? 

Buf  good  woote  whaf  may  f  ou3t*  in  her  herf 

"Whan  she  him  segh  vpsitting*  in  his  sherf 

In  his  nyjt*  cappe  and  wij?  his  necke  lene 

She  pieiseth  nou^f  his  plesinge  worj?  a  bene 

Than  seide  he  J)us  my  resting*  wil  I  take 

Nowe  day  is  come  I  may  no  lenger  wake 

And  doune  he  leide  his  hede  and  sclepf  til  prime 

And  afterward  whan  ]?af  he  seg!i  his  tyuie 

Yp  rise])  lanuare  but*  fressh^  may 

HoldeJ)  her  chambre  vnto  fe  ferj)e  day 

As  vsage  is  of  wives  for  pe  best* 

ffor  eaery  laboure  somtyme  mot*  haue  rest* 

OyJ)er  ellis  longe  may  he  nou3f  endure 

])is  is  to  saye  no  lyues  creature 

Be  if  of  fissh .  or  brid  of  beesf  or  man 

Now  wil  I  speke  of  woful  damyan 

]?af  languowrej)  fox  loue  as  30  shul  here 

Therfore  I  speko  to  him  in  ])i3  manere 

I  say  o.  sely  damyan  alias 

Answers  to  ]?is  demaunde  as  in  ])is  cas 

Howe  shalt*  pou  to  fi  lady  fressh[e]  May 

Telle  pi  woo  she  wil  alway  sey  nay 

Eke  if  J)owe  speke  she  wil  pi  woo  bywreye 

God  bene  ])uie  helpe  I  can  no  better'  seye 

IT  This  soke  Damyan  in  Venus  fire 

So  brennej)  ))af  he  dejep  for  desire 

ffor  whiche  he  putte  his  lif  in  auenture 

No  lenger  myjt*  he  in  fla  wise  endure 

But*  priuely  a  penner'  gan  he  borowe 

And  in  a  letter  wrote  he  al  his  sorowe 

In  manere  of  a  compleint*  oper  a  lay 

Vnto  pis  faire  and  fressh[e]  lady  may 

And  in  a  purs  of  selk  hong  on  his  shert* 

He  hsLp  yputte  and  yleide  it*  at*  his  hert* 
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fe  mone  ))af  at*  none  was  af  thilk  day 

]}af  lanuare  ba))  wedded  J)at<  fressH  may 

yn  two  of  taure  was  in  fe  Cancre  gliden 

So  longe  haj)  she  in  her  chambere  bydeik  1888 

As  custumes  is  vnto  J^ese  nobles  alio 

A  bride  shal  nof  eten  in  ]>e  balle 

Til  dales  foure  eiper  thre  daies  at  pe  lesf 

Tpassed  bene  J^an  lat<  her  goo  to  )»e  feest*  1892 

f e  ferthe  ^  day  complete  fro  none  to  none  Q  us  uij] 

whan  ))at*  the  higha  masse  was  ydona 

In  halle  sitte  ))is  lanuare  and  may 

As  fresshe  as  is  J^e  bri3t6  somers  day  *    1896 

And  so  bifelle  howe  ]>af  J)is  good  man 

Bemembre]}  hym  ypon  ))is  Damian 

And  seide  seinf  mary  how  may  ])is  be 

Thaf  Damian  entende])  noujt  to  me  1900 

Is  he  ay  seke  or  howe  may  fis  betide 

His  squyers  which  J^af  stoden  hym  beside 

Excusinge  him  bycause  of  his  siknesse 

Which  ]>af  letted  him  to  do  his  bysynesse  1904 

None  ofer  cause  my3f  make  hy?n  care 

^af  me  forj^enke])  quod  this  lanuaro 

He  is  a  gentile  squyei*  be  my  trou|)e 

^if  J)af  he  deied  if  were  harme  and  rou^  1908 

He  is  as  wise  discrete  and  secree . 

As  eny  man  I  woote  of  his  degre 

And  ^rto  manly  and  eke  seruisable  cieaf  122,  back] 

And  for  to  bene  a  fnitj  man  ri3f  able  1912 

Buf  after  mete  as  sone  as  euer  I  may 

I  wil  my  self  visite  hym  and  eke  may 

To  done  him  al  )»e  comfort*  J^at*  I  can . 

And  for  paf  worde  hym  blessed  euery  man  1916 

))at*  of  his  bounte  and  his  gentilnesae 

He  wolde  so  conforten  hym  in  his  siknesse 

His  squyer  for  if  was  a  gentile  dede 

Dame  quod  he  ])is  lanuare  take  good  hede  1920 
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Thaf  at^  aftere  mete  je  wif  joure  wommen  alle 

Whan  je  han  bene  in  chambre  ouf  of  J^is  halle 

Thaf  alle  30  goon  to  se  pis  damyafl 

DoJ)  him  disport*  he  is  a  gentile  man  1924 

And  telle]}  him  J^af  I  wil  hjm  yisite 

Haue  I  no  ])iuge  but*  rested  me  a  lite 

[And  spede  30U  fiaste  ffor  I  woH  abyde  ^^JjJi^i^JS^]"*' 

TyHe  pat  ye  slope  ffaste  by  my  syde]  1928 

Now  wij)  J)af  word  he  gan  to  hy  w  calle 

A  sqwier  pat^  was  a  marshal  of  his  halle 

And  tolde  him  certeyn  pingges  whaf  he  wold 

pis  fresshd  may  hap  streighf  her  way  yhold  1932 

Wip  aH  her  wommen  vnto  pis  Damyan 

Doune  by  his  beddes  side  satte  she  pan 

Confortinge  him  as  she  goodly  may 

This  Damyan  whan  he  his  tyme  say  1936 

In  secrete  wise  his  purs  and  eke  his  biUe 

In  whiche  paf  he  writen  had  al  his  wille 

Hap  putte  into  her  honde  wip-outen  more 

sane  pat*  he  sikked  wondere  sore        •  1940 

And  sofbly  to  huie  rijt*  pus  seide  he 

Mercy  and  pat*  30  diskeuere  nou3f  me 

ffor  I  am  dede  if  pat*  pis  pinge  be  kidde 

pis  purs  hape  she  in  her  bosom  hidde  1944 

And  went*  her  way  30  gete  no  more  of  me 

But*  ynto  lanuare  ycommen  is  she 

And  on  his  beddys  side  sitte  ful  soft* 

He  takep  huf  an  kissep  hure  ful  oft*  1948 

And  leide  hym  doune  to  slepe  and  pat*  anon  [leariss] 

She  feyned  hure  as  poo  she  most*  gun 

Ther  as  she  woote  paf  euery  wi3f  mote  nede 

And  whan  she  of  pis  biUe  hap  taken  hede  1952 

She  rent*  if  al  to  cloutes  af  pe  lasf 

And  in  pe  priuee  softly  she  if  casf 

Who  stodieth  nowe  buf  feire  fresshe  may 

And  adoune  by  lanuare  she  lay  1956 
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paif  sclepte  to  pe  Coughe  ha]?  hjm  a-waked . 

Anon  he  preide  hire  to  stripe  hui'  naked . 

He  wold  of  hur  he  seide  hane  som  plesance 

He  seide  hire  clofea  did  hym  encombrance  1960 

And  she  obeiej)  be  he  leef  or  lotfi 

Buf  lesf  f  af  precious  folk*  be  wip  me  wrofe 

How  f  af  he  wroi^f  I  dar  to  30U  not*  telle 

EiJ^er  whedere  ))at*  he  ponji?  on  paradis  or  on  helle      1964 

Buf  I  lete  hem  worche  in  her  wise 

Til  euensonge  ringe  and  ])at*  ])ei  most  arise 

were  if  be  destanye  eifer  be  auenture 

were  if  by  influence  eifer  be  nature  1968 

Ei^  in  constellacion  J)af  in  such  estate 

pe  heuene  stood  J^af  tyme  fortunate 

was  forto  putte  a  bille  of  Venus  werkes/ 

ffor  al  ping*  haj)  tyme  as  seine  fise  clerkes  1972 

To  eny  womman  forto  gete  her  loue 

I  can  nof  seie  buf  pe  grete  god  aboue 

Thaf  knowe])  ))af  none  acte  is  causelees 

He  demej)  of  aH  for  I  wil  holde  my  pees  1976 

Buf  so]}  is  ])is  howe  ))af  ])is  fresshe  may 

H&p  take  such  impressiofi  paf  day 

On  pite  of  pia  sike  Damyan 

Thaf  from  her  herf  she  ne  drive  can  1980 

The  remembraunce  forto  done  hywi  eese 

Certeine  poujf  she  whom  faf  pis  ping*  displese 

I  rek  nof  for  here  I  him  assure 

To  loue  him  besf  of  eny  creature  •/  1984 

Though  he  no  more  nad  pan  his  sherf  Qeaf  iss,  uok] 

lo  pite  rennep  sone  in  gentil  herf 

Here  may  je  se  howe  excellenf  fraunchise 

In  wommen  is  whan  pei  narowe  hem  avise  1 988 

Somme  tyraunf  per  is  as  bene  mony  ofii 

Thaf  hap  an  herf  as  hard  as  eny  ston 

Whiche  wold  han  lete  him  sterue  in  pe  place 

Wei  raper  pan  han  graunted  him  paf  grace  1992 
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And  hem  reioysen  in  her  cruel  pride 

And  leeched  nou3t*  to  bene  an  homycide 

This  gentile  may  fulfilled  of  al  pite 

Ri)f  80  of  hnie  honde  a  lettie  made  she 

In  whiche  she  granntep  hym  of  hire  vcrrey  grace 

Ther  lackej)  nonjf  only  but*  day  a7id  space 

wher  f&if  she  myjt*  to  his  lust*  suffice 

ffor  if  shal  be  rijf  as  he  wil  deuise 

And  whan  she  seeghe  her  tyme  vpon  a  day 

To  Tisite  ))is  Damyan  goj?  faire  May 

And  subtily  pis  letter  doune  she  presf 

Vnder  his  pilowe  rede  if  him  lesf 

She  takep  him  by  pe  bond  and  hard  hyw  twisf 

So  secrely  pat*  no  wi3t*  it*  wist* 

And  bad  him  be  al  hole  and  forp  she  wente 

To  lanuare  whan  pat*  he  for  her  senfe 

Vp  risep  Damyan  the  nexte  morwe 

Al  passed  was  his  siknesse  &  his  sorowe 

He  kembep  him  and  proynep  hym  and  pykep 

He  dop  al  pat*  his  lady  lust*  and  likep 

And  eke  to  lanuare  he  gop  as  lowe 

As  euere  did  a  dogge  for  pe  bowe 

He  is  so  plesaunt*  to  euery  man 

ffor  craft*  is  al  who  pat*  it*  can 

pat*  euery  wight*  is  fayn  to  teche  hywj  good 

And  fully  in  his  lady  grace  he  stood 

Thus  lete  I  Damyan  aboute  his  nede 

And  in  my  tale  forp  I  wil  procede  •/ 

Somme  Clerkes  holden  pat*  ffelicite 

Stanf  in  delite  and  peifor  he 

This  noble  lanuare  wip  al  his  my3t* 

In  honest*  wise  as  longep  to  a  kny3t* 

Shope  him  to  lyve  ful  deliciously 

His  bowsing*  his  aray  al  honestly 

To  his  degree  was  maked  as  of  kingges 

Amonges  opere  as  of  honest*  pingges 
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He  had  a  gardyn  walled  al  'wif  stofi 

So  faire  a  gardyne  wote  I  nowhere  noon 

flFor  out*  of  doute  I  verrely  suppose 

J9at;*  he  ))af  wrote  fe  romance  of  fe  rose  2032 

Ne  coa])e  of  hif  f  e  bewte  wel  devise 

Ne  priapus  ne  my^t*  not*  suffice 

]70ugh  he  be^god  of  gardynes  forto  telle 

The  bewte  of  J>e  gardyne  and  of  fe  welle  2036 

That*  stood  vndere  a  laurere  alway  grene 

fFul  ofte  tyme  king*  Pluto  and  his  queue 

Preserpyna  and  al  her  fairye 

Disporten  hem  and  maken  melodye  2040 

Abouten  J^af  welle  and  dauncedcn  as  men  told! 

This  noble  knyght*  ])is  lanuare  pe  olde 

Such  deynte  haj>  in  it*  to  walken  and  to  pley 

j)af  he  wil  suffre  no  wight*  to  here  fe  key  2044 

ssaue  he  him  self*  for  of  J?e  smal  wikett 

He  bare  alway  of  siluere  a  clikett* 

WiJ?  J)e  which  whan  fat-*  hym  lust  vnshette 

And  whan  ]>af  he  wold  pay  his  wiff  his  dette  2048 

In  somer  seson  |)idere  woldl  he  goo 

And  may  his  wiff*  and  no  wijt*  but*  J>ei  twoo 

And  ])ingges  which  ptxV  were  not*  dofi  abedde 

fei  in  pe  gardyn  perfoiirmed  han  and  spedde  2052 

And  in  J)is  wise  mony  a  mery  day 

Lyued  ))is  lanuare  and  fresshe  may 

But;*  worldly  loye  may  not*  alway  endure 

To  lanuare  ne  to  no  worldely  creature  2056 

O  sodeyn  happe .  o  J)ou  fortune  vnstable  [iMfiM,iMck] 

ylike  to  }e  scorpion  uariable 

]}at*  flaterest*  wi])  ])ine  heued  whan  fou  wilt  stinge  f 

Thy  tale  is  dej)  by  Jjine  enuenemyng*  2060 

0  brutel  ioye  o  swete  poyson  queynt* 

O  mystery  fat*  subtilly  canst*  peynt* 

Thyne  jiftes  vndere  f  e  hwe  of  stidfastnesse 

fat*  fou  desceyuedcst^  bof  more  and  lesse .  2064 
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Why  hast*  Jk)u  lanuare  J)us  desceyued . 

And  haddesf  hym  for  pi  ful  frende  receyued. 

And  now  f  ou  hast*  byraft*  hym  boj)  his  eyon 

ftor  sorowe  of  whiche  desireth  he  to  dyen 

IT  Alias  fe  noble  lanuare  J)at*  is  so  fre 

Amydde  his  lust*  and  his  piosperite 

Is  wexen  blynde  and  al  sodeynly 

His  deep  ^rfore  desirej)  he  vtterly 

And  ]}er-wi))-i^  pe  fuyre  of  lelosie 

Lest*  p&i?  his  wif  shuld  falle  in  some  foly 

So  brenf  in  his  hert*  p&V  he  wold  fayn 

Thaf  somme  man  bo|)e  Cui'  and  hym  had  slayfl 

for  neuere  aftere  his  dej)e  ne  in  his  liff* 

Ne  wolde  he  fat*  she  were  loue  ne  wiff* 

Buf  euere  lyue  as  a  widowe  in  clones  blake 

Sool  as  pe  tuitel  do])  pat*  ha])  losf  her  make 

Buf  af  pe  last*  after  a  mon^  or  tweye 

His  sorowe  gan  to  swage  so])  to  seye 

£for  whan  he  wist*  if  may  noon  ojjer  be 

He  paciently  toke  his  adnersite 

Sauf  ouf  of  doute  may  he  nof  forgofk 

paf  he  nas  lalouse  euermore  in  oofi 

Which  lalousie  was  so  outrageous 

Thaf  neij)er  in  halle  ne  iii  noofi  oper  nous  / 

He  nolde  su£fre  huie  forto  ride  ne  goo 

Ne  in  noon  oJ)er  place  neuer  pe  moo 

Buf  3if  J?af  he  [had]  hande  on  hii'  alway 

ffor  which  ful  ofte  wepe])  frecche  may 

Thai  loue])  Damyan  so  benygnely  f 

Thaf  she  mote  eij>cr  dey  sodeynly 

Or  ellis  she  mote  han  him  af  her  lisf 

She  VTBitep  whan  [her]  herf  wold  al  to-bresf 

Vpon  paf  oper  side  DAmyan 

Bycommen  is  pe  sorowfullesf  man/ 

^af  euer  was  for  neipere  ny3f  ne  day 

Ne  myghf  he  speke  a  word  to  fressh^  may 
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As  to  his  purpoos  of  no  suclie  matere 

But*  ^if  ^af  lanuare  most*  it*  here 

J^at*  bad  oon  honde  vpon  Mi'  euere  moo . 

And.na]9elees  by  writings  to  and  froo  2104 

And  priveys  signes  wisf  be  wbaf  sbe  menf 

Ajid  sbe  knewe  of  pe  sygnes  of  bis  entenf 

IT  0  lanuaie  wbaf  my^t*  J)o  availe 

Tbove  niy3te8t*  se  as  ferre  as  sbippes  sailo  2108 

ffbr  as  good  is  a  blynde  desceyued  be 

As  to  bo  disceyued  wban  a  man  may  see 

Loo  Aiguys  wbicbe  paf  bad  an  C.  eyen 

fibr  al  ]}af  euere  be  cou|)e  powre  ejfere  piien  2112 

jif  was  be  blent*  and  god  woof  so  bene  moo  / 

Tbat*  wenen  wisly  f  af  if  nys  naf  soo 

Passe  ouer  is  an  eese  &  say  no  more 

J)is  fressbe  May  of  wbicb  I  speke  of  }ore  2116 

In  warme  wexe  ba))  enprinted  ]>is  cliketf 

jMif  lanuare  bere  of  J)af  smal  wiketf 

By  wbicb  vnto  bis  gardyne  of  [t]  be  wenf 

And.Damyan  ])af  knewe  ber  entenf  2120 

pe  Clikef  countrcfeted  prively 

p&r  nys  no  more  to  say  buf  bastely 

Somme  wondere  by  J?is  clikef  sbal  betide 

Wbiob  ye  sbal  bere  if<  30  wil  abide  2124 

0  noble  Ovide  so)>e  seisf  pou.  god  wote 

"Wbaf  sclejf  is  if  pow  if  be  longe  &  bote 

jjaf  be  nyl  fynde  if  ouf  in  som^we  manere 

By  Piramus  and  Tisbe  may  men  lere  2128 

])0U£^  pel  were  kepte  ful  longe  streif  ouerait 

pei  ben  acorded  rownyng*  porgb  a  wall 

Tber  nys  no  wi3f  coupe  ban  founde  ouf  such  a  scleijf  gj|**» 

Buf  nowe  to  purpoos  er  paf  dales  viij.  2132 

were  passed  er  tbe  monpe  of  luyl  byfille 

Tbaf  lanuare  bap  caugbf  so  grete  a  wiUe 

poroWe  eggyng*  of  bis  wiff*  bim  forto  pley 

In  bis  gardyne  and  no  ping*  buf  pei  tweye  2136 
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J)af  in  a  morwe  vnto  his  may  seide  he 

Eise  Tp  my  wif*  my  loue  my  lady  free 

The  turtels  vols  is  heid  my  douve  swete 

The  wynter  is  goon  with  al  his  reynes  wete  2140 

Come  for})  nowe  with  J)ine  eyen  columbyne 

How  feirer  bene  fi  brestes  J^an  bene  wyne 

The  gaidyne  is  enclosed  al  aboute 

Come  for)»  my  white  sponse  out*  of  doute  2 144 

Jk)w  hasf  me  wownded  in  myn  herf  o  wiff 

Ko  spotte  in  pe  nas  in  al  )d  liff 

Come  for)»  and  laf  ys  take  our  disporf 

I  Cheese  J>e  for  my  wiff  and  my  comfort"  2148 

Suche  olde  loude  wordes  vsed  he 

On  damyan  a  signs  made  shee 

That^  he  shulde  goo  byfom  wij)  his  clikett^ 

This  damyan  ha])  opned  fe  wiketf  2152 

And  in  he  stert*  and  faif  in  such  maneie 

That*  no  wijt*  myjf  if  see  ne  here 

And  stille  he  sitte  ynder  a  bussh  anoii 

This  lanuare  so  blynde  as  is  a  stoii  2156 

WiJ)  Mains  in  his  honde  a^id  no  wi^t*  moo 

Into  his  fiesshe  gardyne  is  he  goo 

And  crapte  to  fe  wikef  sodeynly 

Now  wif  quod  he  here  nys  buf  Jjou  and  I  2160 

That*  arte  fe  creatine  ]>at*  I  best*  loue 

ffor  by  J)at*  lordo  paf  sitte  vs  al  aboue 

I  had  leuere  dyen  on  a  knyff 

j)arL  30  offended  dere  trewe  wiff*  2164 

ffor  goddes  sake  J^enk*  how  I  fQ  chees 

Nou3f  for  no  coueityse  doutelees  */ 

But*  only  for  fe  loue  I  had  to  fe  Dmtisg] 

And  ]K>ugh  ^af  I  be  olde  and  may  not*  see    ~  2168 

Be  to  me  trewe  and  I  wil  telle  30U  why 

Certes  iij.  J)ingges  shul  3e  wywnen  perhy 

fifirsf  loue  of  Crist'  and  to  3oure  self  honour 

And  al  myne  heritage  toune  and  touie  2172 
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I  3eue  ife*  ^ou  make))  Cher[tr]e8  as  ^ou  leef 

This  slial  be  doo  to  morowe  er  sonne^  resf        [ixr»«aoime«i 

So  wisly  god  my  soule  bringe  in  blisse 

I  prey  30U  in  couenanf  J)af  je  me  kisse  217ff 

And  ])oa)e  J)af  I  be  lalous  wite  me  noajf 

je  ben  so  depe  enpreuted  in  my  )K)ujt« 

Tbaf  wban  I  considere  jonre  bewte 

And  ferwipdl  fe  vnlikly  elde  of  me  2180 

I  may  not*  certcs  J^ouje  I  shnlde  deie 

fforbere  to  bene  ouf  of  jour^  companye 

ffor  yerrey  loue  J^is  is  wi|)-oute  doute 

"Now  kisse  me  wiff  and  lat*  vs  rome  aboute  2184 

IT  This  freesshd  may  whan  she  J^ise  wordes  hercl 

Benignely  to  lanuare  she  answerd 

But*  first*  and  fonnesf  she  bygan  to  wepo 

I  haue  quod  she  a  soule  to  kepe  2188 

As  wel  as  she  and  also  myn  honoure 

And  of  my  wifhedo  J^ilke  tendere  flours 

Trhiche  I  haue  assured  in  ^oure  hanci 

whan  Jaf  fe  preesf  to  30U  my  body  baud  2192 

wherfore  I  wil  answere  in  fis  manere 

with  f  e  leue  of  30U  my  lord  so  dere 

I  prey  god  Jat*  neuere  dawe  fat*  day 

]7af  I  ne  sterue  as  foule  as  woTnman  may  2196 

If  euer  I  do  vnto  my  kynne  fat*  shame 

Eifer  ellis  I  enpeire  so  my  name 

])at*  I  be  fals  And  if  I  do  fat*  lakke 

To  stripe  me  arid  putte  me  in  a  sakke  2200 

And  in  pe  next*  ryuere  do  me  drenche 

I  am  a  gentil  womman  and  no  wenche . 

whi  speke  }e  fus  but*  men  bene  euere  vutrewe    Daafiae,  tocki 

And  wommen  ha  repieef  of  30U  ay  newe  2204 

3o  can  noon  ofer  countynance  I  leue 

But*  speke  to  vs  as  vntrest*  and  in  repreue 

And  wij)  fat*  worde  she  segli  wher  damyan 

Satte  in  |>e  busshe  and  knele  he  bygan  220S 
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And  wi]y  her  fynger  signes  made  she 
P&if  Damjan  shuld  cljrmbe  ypon  a  tree 
P&t  charged  was  wi]y  frwte  and  vp  he  went* 
For  yerreily  he  knewe  al  her  entenfc' 
And  euery  signe  ]yaf  she  coii]ye  make 
wel  bette  ^an  lanuare  her  owne  make 
ffor  in  a  lettie  she  had  tolde  him  att 
Of  pla  matere  howe  he  worchen  shaH 
And  ])us  I  laf  hjm  sitte  in  ^e  piny 
&  lanuare  and  Mayas  regnyng*  fed  mery 
IT  Bn^V  was  pe  day  and  blewe  ^e  firmament* 
Phebos  of  gold  doune  h&p  his  stremes  senf 
To  gladen  eu^ry  floure  wi]y  his  waimnesse 
He  was  ^at>  tyme  in  Gemynys  as  I  gesse 
But*  litel  fro  his  dedinacioil 
Of  Canser,  louis  exaltacion 
And  so  bifelle  ^af  in  a  bri3f  morowtide 
paif  in  fe  Gardyne  on  y&V  fer^er  side 
Pluto  ^at^  is  pe  kyng<  of  fiEairye 
And  mony  a  lady  in  his  companye 
ffolowinge  his  wiff  fe  qwene  proserpina 
Whiche  ^a1^  he  rauyssshed  out*  of  proserpina 
whilis  )>af  she  gadered  floures  in  a  mede 
In  Giaudyan  ^e  may  ^e  stories  rede 
How  in  his  Grisly  carte  he  her  fette 
This  kinge  of  fedrye  adoune  hym  sette 
Ypon  a  benche  of  Turves  &essh  and  grene 
And  ri^f  anon  seide  he  ])us  to  his  quene 
My  wif  quod  he  ]yaf  may  no  wi^t*  say  nay 
The  experience  proueth  it*  euery  day 
The  treson  which  )>af  womman  do^  to  man 
z*  thousand  telle  I  can 
Notable  of  30ure  vntrou)>e  and  britclnesse 
O  salamon  richest*  of  alle  rychesse 
fEulfilled  of  sapience  and  of  worldely  glorie 
Iful  worf i  bene  fi  wordes  to  memorie 
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To  euery  wighf  Jaf  witte  and  resofi  can/ 

Thus  preise]}  he  3it<  fe  bounte  of  man 

Among*  a  Ml  men  ^it*  fonde  I  oil 

$at*  of  alle  wommen  fonde  I  neuere  nooii  2248 

Thus  sei]}  pia  kn jght*  ]yaf  knowejy  ^oure  wickednesse 

And  Iheeus  filius  C[i]iak  as  I  gesse 

Ke  speke]}  of  30U  but*  seelden  lenerence 

A  wilde  fuyr  a  corrupte  pestilence  225^ 

So  falle  vpon  30ure  bodies  ^it*  to  nyjf 

Ne  Se  3e  not*  Jis  honurable  knyghfr 

By  cause  alas  ]}af  he  is  blynde  and  olde 

His  owne  man  shal  make  him  kokewold  2256 

Lo  where  he  sitte  fe  leccheour  in  ye  tree 

Nowe  wil  I  graunte  of  my  maieste 

Vnto  f  is  olde  blynde  worf  i  kny3t^ 

That*  he  shal  han  i^ein  his  eyen  sijt*  2260 

whan  ^af  his  wiff  wold  do  him  vilanye 

]»an  shal  he  knowe  al  her  harlotrie 

BooJ>  in  repreef"  of  hure  and  oJ>er  moo/ 

IT  3e  Sire  quod  proserpyne  and  wil  je  soo  2264 

Nowe  by  my  moders  sire  sotde  I  sweie 

pa.V  I  shal  3euen  hire  sufiisant*  answere 

And  alle  wommen  aftere  for  joure  sake 

Thaf  Jyouje  ^ei  bene  in  eny  gilf  ytake  226d 

Wip  face  bolde  ^ei  shullen  hem  self  excuse 

And  boren  hem  doune  ])at*  wolden  hem  accuse 

fifor  lacke  of  answer  noon  of  hem  shul  dyen 

AH  hadde  3e  seie  a  J^inge  wi])  bo]}  joure  yen  2272 

3it*  shullen  we  so  visage  if  hardely 

And  wepe  and  swere  and  chide  subtUy 

]yaf  je  shullen  bene  as  lowde  as  bene  gees  r^tw,  imk] 

whaf  recketh  me  of  such  autoritees/  2276 

I  wote  wel  f  is  Iwe  this  Salomon 

ffoonde  of  vs  wymmen  foles  mony  oil 

But*  l^ouje  ]>at*  he  ne  fonde  no  good  womman 

^r  h&p  yfounde  mony  ano]^  man  2280 
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yfommen  ful  trewe  ful  good  ful  vertuous 

vitnesse  of  hem  ])af  dwellen  in  cniBtes  hous 

vnp  martierdome  f  ei  proued  her  Constance 

^e  Homayn  geestes  maken  remenibraunce 

Of  mony  a  verrey  trewe  wif  also  / 

But*  six  ne  be  not<  wto]>  as  be  it*  soo  / 

^ugti  ^af  he  seide  he  foonde  no  good  womman 

I  prei  30a  take  }»e  sentence  of  ^e  man 

He  menf  ^us  ^af  in  souereyn  bounte 

Nis  noon  but*  god  but*  nei)»ere  he  ne  she 

Eye  for  verrey  god  fat*  nys  but*  oofl 

what*  make  je  so  moche  of  Salomon 

vhaf  ])0U3e  he  made  a  temple  goddys  hous 

what*  poxxje  he  were  riche  and  glorious 

So  made  he  a  temple  of  £ils  goddes ./ 

Who  myjf  do  a  finge  Jaf  more  forbode  es 

Parde  as  faire  as  ^e  his  name  enplastere 

He  was  a  lecchoure  and  an  ydolastre 

And  in  his  elde  he  verrey  god  forsoke 

And  y£  ^af  god  nad  as  sei]y  fe  booke 

yspared  him  for  his  faders  sake  he  sholde 

haue  lost*  his  regne  souner  ^an  he  wolda 

I  sette  noujt*  of  alle  pe  vyleynye 

]»af  je  of  wommen  write  a  botterflie 

I  am  a  womman  nede  mote  I  speke 

Ei]yer  ellis  swelle  to  myfi  hert*  breke 

ffor  Bipen  he  seide  ])at<  we  bene  Iangler[es8]es 

As  euer  mote  I  brouke  bo]»  my  tresses 

I  shal  not*  spare  for  no  curtesye 

To  speke  him  harme  ])af  wold  vs  vilanye 

Dame  quod  ^is  Pluto  be  no  lenger  wro])e 

I  ^ue  if  vp  but*  sirens  I  swore  myn)  o^e 

]»at*  I  wolde  graunten  him  his  sijt*  ajeyfk 

My  word  shal  stonde  y&tf  wame  I  pe  certeyn 

I  am  a  kinge  it*  sitte  me  not*  to  lye 

And  I  quod  she  a  queue  of  fairye 
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Her  Answers  she  slial  hane  I  yndertake 

Lat*  Ys  no  moo  wordes  make 

%  fforsoj)  I  wil  no  lenger  30U  contrarie 

IT^ow  laf  YS  tume  a^ein  to  lanuarye  2320 

That*  in  J>is  Gardyn  wij>  Jjis  faire  MajQ 

Synge])  wel  meiier  pan  pe  popeniay 

3ou  loue  I  besf  and  slial  and  oper  nofi 

So  longe  aboute  pe  alaies  is  he  goil  2324 

TiH  he  was  come  i^einsf  fUk*  piry 

where  as  pla  damyan  sitte]}  ful  mery 

On  hegh  amonge  ])e  &essh6  leues  grene 

This  fresshe  May  ^at*  is  so  brijt*  an  shene  2328 

Gan  forto  sigh  and  seide  alas  my  side 

Now  sire  quod  she  for  oujte  J^at*  may  bytide 

I  moosf  haue  of  ^e  peeres  pat  I  see 

Or  I  mote  dye  so  soore  longe])  me  2332 

To  eten  of  pQ  smale  peres  giene 

Helpe  for  her  loue  ]yaf  is  of  heuene  quene 

I  telle  30U  wel  a  womman  in  my  plite 

May  haue  to  firuete  so  grete  an  appetite  233& 

J^t*  she  may  dyen  but*  she  it  haue 

Alias  quod  he  ]yaf  I  nad  here  a  knaue 

That  coujye  clymbe  alas  alas  quod  he 

ffor  I  am  blinde  je  sire  no  fors  quod  she  2340 

But«  wold  je  vouchesauf  for  goddis  sake 

])e  piry  in  wi])  joure  armes  forto  take 

£for  wel  I  wote  ^af  je  mystrest  me 

Ellis  shuld  I  clymbe  wel  ynowe  quod  she  2344 

So  I  my  fote  myjf  sette  vpon  joure  bak" 

ffor  so^e  seide  he  in  me  shal  be  no  lak* 

Might*  I  30U  helpe  wi^  myn  herte  blood  Detf  U8»  xmA} 

He  stoupe^  doune  and  on  his  bak*  she  stood  2348 

And  caujf  hure  by  a  twist*  and  yp  she  goo^ 

Ladyes  I  preie  30U  ^at*  ye  be  nat*  vnoop  < 

I  can  not*  glose  I  am  a  rude  man 

And  sodeynly  anoon  ^is  damyan  2352  I 
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Gan  pollen  vp  \q  smokke  and  in  he  ]>ronge 
And  whan  ])af  Plato  segH  ])is  grete  wronge 
To  lannarie  he  3aue  his  sijt*  ageyfi 
[And  made  him  se  /  as  wel  as  evii  he  myht 
And  whan  he  hadde  /  caaht  his  syht  agejn)] 
ne  was  ]»er  neuei  man  of  ])inge  so  feyil 
£uf  on  his  wiff  his  J^ou^f  was  eueimoo 
Tp  to  J>e  tree  he  casf  his  eyen  twoo  / 
And  segh  ])af  Damyan  his  wifi  had  dressed . 
In  which  manere  if  may  nof  be  expressed 
Bat*  Ijif]  I  wolde  speke  vncurteysly 
And  vp  he  jaue  a  loringe  and  a  crye 
As  dojye  ^e  modere  whan  ])e  childe  shal  dye 
oate  helpe  alas  harowe  I  gan  to  crye 

0  stronge  lady  stoor  what*  doostowe 
And  she  answeie^  siie  what*  eileth  jowe 
Hane  pacience  and  leson  in  30010  mynde 

1  haue  500  holpen  of  bo]>  jooie  eyen  blynde 
Vp  peiile  of  my  soale  I  shal  not*  lyen 

As  me  was  tao3te  to  hele  wi])  joore  eien 

Was  no  ]yinge  bette  forto  make  300  see 

Than  strogle  wi)»  a  man  vpon  a  tree 

God  wote  I  did  if  in  fol  good  entent 

Stroggel  quod  he .  je  algate  in  it  wenf 

God  3eae  300  bo)>e  a  shames  dejy  to  dyeil 

He  swyoed  ]>e  I  segh  if  wi]y  myne  eyefl 

And  ellis  be  I  honged  by  ])e  hals 

Than  is  qood  she  ]>e  medecyne  fak 

fibi  certeynly  if  30  my3ten  see 

3e  wold  nof  saye  no  wordes  vnto  me 

3e  han  some  glymysing*  wid  no  parfit  si3f     * 

I  see  qood  he  as  wel  as  euere  I  my3f 

Thonked  be  god  wij>  bojj  myn  eyen  twoo 

And  by  my  troof e  me  fooghf  he  did  y  soo 

^  mase  mase  good  sir'  qood  she 

This  Jyonk*  I  haoe  for  I  haoe  made  300  see 
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Alias  quod  she  ]>ati*  euere  I  was  so  kinde 

'Now  dame  quod  he  laf  al  passe  ouf  of  myndd 

Come  doune  my  leef  and  if  I  haue  myssayd 

God  helpe  me  so  as  I  am  euel  apayd  2392 

Buf  by  my  faders  soole  I  wend  haue  seyn) 

How  ]>af  ^is  Damyan  had  by  pe  leyn) 

And  ]}af  pi  smolc  had  leye  vpon  ^i  brest* 

Je  sii*  quod  she  je  may  wene  as  30U  lesf  231H3 

But*  sii'  a  man  )»af  wake)»  out  of  sclepe 

He  may  not*  sodeynly  wel  take  kepe 

Vpon  a  Jyinge  ne  seen  it*  parfitely 

To  J)af  he  be  adawed  verrely  2400 

Ri3t*  so  a  man  Jjaf  long*  haj)  blynde  ybe 

Ne  may  not*  sodeynly  so  wel  yse  - 

ffirsf  whan  y  si^i?  is  newe  commen  ageyfi 

As  he  pa\f  ha)»  a  day  or  tweyen  yseyfi  2404 

Til  fat*  3oure  sijt*  ystabled  be  a  while 

Ther  may  ful  mony  a  sijt*  jou  begile 

Bejj  ware  I  preye  30U  for  by  heuene  kinge 

-fTul  mony  a  man  wenef  forto  se  a  ])inge  2408 

And  it*  is  al  ano])er  ])an  it*  semep 

He  J)af  mysconceyuejj  mysdemef 

And  wijj  Jjaf  word  she  lepe  doun  fro  f  e  tre 

This  lanuarie  who  is  glad  buf  he  2412 

He  clippef  hir^  and  kisse])  hur6  fid  off 

And  on  hire  wombe  he  stroke))  hurc  ful  sofir 

And  to  his  Palays  home  he  ha])  bird  lad 

Nowe  good  men  I  prey  jou  to  be  glad  2416 

Thus  endej)  here  my  tale  of  lanuarie 

God  blesse  vs  and  his  modere  seynt*  Marie  .  2418 

^  Here  ende})  pe  tale  of  fe  marchaimf 
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And  here  hjgjnuep  y^  prologe  of  y^  wif  of  Baflw  UMtitai 


Experience  thoa3e  noon  autorite 
were  in  Jjis  world  rijt  ynouje  for  me 
To  speko  of  woo  J»af  is  in  maiiage 
ffor  lordingges  si]^  I  twelue  3ere  was  of  age 
Thonked  be  god  ])af  is  eteme  aljue 
Husbondes  atte  churcl  door  bane  I  bad  f  jre 
5if  I  so  often  myjt*  ban  wedded  be 
Bnf  alle  were  wor^i  men  in  ber  degre 
But*  me  was  tolde  certeyn  nof  longe  agoil  is 
Tbaf  si^en  crist*  ne  wenf  neuer  bat*  onjs 
To  wedden  in  ^e  cane  of  galile 
yaif  by  ]yilk  ensample  taujte  be  me 
Tbaf  I  ne  sbuld  wedded  be  but*  on  js 
Herk  eek .  loo  sac&  a  sbarpe  wotJ  for  fe  nones 
Beside  a  welle  ThesvL  god  and  man 
Spake  in  lepreef  of  ^e  Samaritan 
Tbow  basf  ybad  .v.  busbondes  quod  be 
And  ]»f  ilk*  man  faif  nou3  h&f  pe 
Is  not*  tbyne  bnsbond  pua  seide  be  certeyfi 
Wbaf  be-menf  J>er-by  I  can  not*  seyfl 
Wele  f  But  faif  I  aske  wbi  tbe  fift*  man 
Was  non  busbond  to  J)e  Samaritan 
How  mony  myjt  sbe  ban  in  mariage 
3it*  berd  I  neuero  telle  in  myn  age 
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vpoii  piB  nombie  diffiniciottn 

Men  may  deyise  and  glosen  yp  and  doun 

But*  wel  I  wote  ezpresse  -wijHJutew  lye 

God  bad  us  forto  wexe  and  multipBe  28 

That*  ge[n]tile  text*  can  I  wel  ynderstond 

Eke  wei  I  wote  he  seide  myft  husbond  jLSS^KLISIm 

Shuld  lete  fadere  and  modere  amZ  take  to  me  ^ii^^SSLT^^^ 

But*  of  no  nombre  menciofl  made  he  32 

Of  bygamy  or  of  octogamye 

Whi  shuldl  men  ])an  of  it*  han  yilanye 

loke  heie  the  wise  man .  kyng  Salomon 

I  trowe  he  had  wynes  moo  )»an  5dfl  Y  CtaMsif  Q«  4Mam-«%i«m  36 

Now  wold  god  if  lieful  were  to  me  [leof  i»] 

To  be  refresshed  half  so  off  as  he 

Which  3iff  of  god  had  he  for  afi  his  wynes 

^0  man  ha^  such  ]>at  in  ]>is  world  alyue  es  /  40 

God  wote  ^is  noble  kinge  as  to  my  witte 

fQ  fursf  ny3f  had  mony  a  meiy  fitte 

Wij>  echo  of  hem  so  wel  was  hym  alyve 

iBlessed  be  god .  ])at  I  haue  wedded  fyre  44 

Welcome  J>e  .vi  whan  f af  euer  he  shal 

ffor  Bi]y  I  wil  nof  kepe  me  chaasf  in  aB. 

Whan  myn  husbond  is  fro  fe  world  ygon 

feomme  cristen  man  shal  wedde  me  anofl  48 

ffor  ]yan  the  apostel  sei))  ]>at  I  am  fre 

To  wedde  a  goddes  haK  where  it  like]}  me 

He  seif  )>af  to  be  wedded  is  no  synne 

Better*  is  to  be  wedded  J^an  to  brenne  JJI^S.*?/""'^*^ 

Whaf  rekke]}  me  f  bo  folk"  sey  vylanye  53 

Of  shrewde  lamej^e  and  his  Bygamye 

I  woof  wel  Abraham  was  an  holy  man 

Aiid  Jacob  eke  as  fer  as  euer  I  can  *  56 

And  eche  of  hem  had  wynes  moo  fan  twoo 

And  mony  ano^er  holy  man  also 

Where  can  30  say  in  eny  maner  age 

Thaf  vs  god  defended  mariage  60 
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By  expresse  woord  I  prei  30U  telle^  me 

Or  where  commaimded  he  virgmite 

I  wote  as  wel  as  je  it*  is  no  drede 

fe  Apostel  whan  he  speke)>  of  majdenhede  64 

He  seide  ]»erof  precept* .had  he  noil 

Men  may  counsaile  a  womman  to  he  oil 

Buf  counseilling*  nys  non  comaundement* 

He  putte  if  in  onre  owne  Inggemenf  68 

ffor  had  god  commannded  maidenhede 

))an  had  he  dampned  weddyng«  wijy  fe  dede 

And  certes  ^if  fet  were  no  sede  ysowe 

Yirginite  J>an  wherof  shid<l  it»  grows  •  72 

Paole  dnrsf  nof  cofnmannde  af  ye  leesf  Umti»,  back] 

A  ^iiig«  of  which  his  maistei'  jaf  hjm  no  heeef 

fe  darte  is  sette  vp  for  yiigynyte 

Chace  who  so  may  who  so  renne^  best*  laf  se  76 

Baf  ]yis  word  is  not*  take  of  every  w^f 

Bnt*  fet  as  god  wold  jene  if  of  his  myghf 

I  wote  wel  ^af  }e  apostel  was  a  mayde 

Buf  najielees  ^ugb  ^af  he  wrote  or  seide  80 

He  wold  ])af  eueiy  wijf  were  such  as  he 

All  nys  buf  connsaile  to  yiigynite 

And  forto  be  a  wif  he  jaf  me  lene 

Of  Indulgence  so  is  if  no  reprene  84 

To  wedde  me  jif  ^f  my  make  dye 

WitA-onte  excepciofi  of  Bygamye 

Al  were  if  good  no  wofnman  forto  tonche 

He  menf  as  lus  body  *  or  in  his  couche  83 

ffor  peiile  is  bo]y  fire  and  towe  to  assemble 

^e  knowe  whaf  ]»is  ensample  may  resemble 

]»is  is  al  and  somme  he  helde  Tirginite 

If  ore  porfif  ])an  wedded  in  freelte  92 

Freelte  depe  I  nof  buf  ^f  he  and  she 

Wolde  lede  her  lif  al  in  chaastite 

I  graunte  if  wel  I  haue  non  envie 

^  Maidenhede  prefene  bygamye  96 
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It*  likejy  hem  to  be  clehe  in  body  and  goosf  • 
Of  myn  estaaf  I  wil  make.no  boosts 
fifor  wel  36  knowe  a  lord  in  hia  housboU 
Ha^  not*  euery  vessel  of  gold  100 

Somme  bene  of  tree  and  dofl  ber  krd  Berwe 
God  clepe])  folk  to  bim  in  sondiy  wise 
And  eu^rj  hap  of  god  a  propie  3]ffc 
Somme  fiB  somme  Jyaf  as  bym  like^  shift*  104 

Yirginite  ys  grete  p^rfeccioft 
And  continence  eke  unjy  deuocion 
But*  cWsf  ]yat*  of  p^ecciofi  is  welle 
Bad  not*  euery  vn^i^  he  shuldd  sell*  108 

Al  ])at*  he  had  and  jene  iiftofe  poore  Dnf  isi] 

And  in  such  wise  folowe  hjm  and  bis  lore 
He  spake  to  hem  fat*  wold  lyue  parfitely        ILS«^iJ?^ 
And  lordingges  by  joure  leue  )»f  am  not*  I     Jjjj^  *^  JJjJ 
I  ^  bystowe  fe  floure  of  al  mjn  age  * 'iSSfS^nj 

In  charite  and  fruy te  of  mariage 
Telle  me  also  to  what*  conclusioil 

Were  membres  made  of  generacioft  116 

And  of  so  parfit*  wise  and  whi  ywroujt* 
Trestejy  rijfc*  wel  fei  were  not*  made  for  noujt^ 
Close  who  so  wil  I  say  bo])  yp  and  doi^n 
)>at*  fei  were  made  for  puigaciotm  120 

Of  vryne  and  oure  bof  e  ))ingge8  smale 
were  eke  to  knowe  a  female  from  a  male 
And  for  noon  oJ>er  cause .  what*  seye  30  no 
.fe  experience  woof  fat*  it*  is  so  /  124 

So  fat*  f e  clerkes  ben  not*  wif  me  wioof 
I  seie  f is  faf  f ei  maked  be^  fore  both  1?  otwr  a  7  mM  ont} 

This  is  to  seyne  for  office  and  for  eese 
Of  engendnnge  ther  we  not*  god  displese  128 

whi  shuld  men  ellis  in  her  bokes  sette 
fat*  man  shal  3elde  to  his  wif  his  dette 
Nowe  wherwif  shuldf  he  paye  his  payment* 
Jif  fat*  he  ne  ysed  his  sely  instrument*  132 
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Than  were  ^ei  made  vpon  a  CTeature 

To  purge  vryne  and  eke  for  engendruie 

But*  I  seye  not*  f  af  euery  wi^f  is  holde 

])at<  h&p  Bucti  barneys  as  I  to  30a  hane  tolde  136 

To  goon  and  ysen  hem  in  engendmie 

yaa  shuld  men  take  of  cliastite  no  cure 

Grist*  was  a  mayde  and  shapen  as  a  man 

And  mony  a  seinf  sip  ]>af  ^e  world  bygan  140 

3it'  lyued  fei  euere  in  parfif  cbaastite 

I  nyl  envie  wij>  no  virginite 

Lat*  bem  ete  brede  of  pured  wbete  sede 

And  lat  ys  wynes  ete  Barle  brede .  144 

And  }if  wijy  barle  brede  Mark<  telle  can  V^  isi.  back] 

Oure  lord  Jheem  refresshed  mony  a  man 

In  such  astate  as  god  haj»  cleped  vs  / 

I  wil  p^rseuere  I  ne  am  not*  precious  148 

In  wifhode  wil  I  vse  myn  Instrument 

As  frely  as  my  maker  haj»  if  senf 

If  I  be  daungerous  god  ^eue  me  sorowe 

Myn  husbonde  shal  it<  haue  bo^  eue  and  morowe  152 

Whan  ]>af  him  Hsf  come  for])  and  paye  his  dette 

An  husbond  I  wil  ban  I  nyl  not*  lette 

Which  shal  be  boj  my  dettowr  and  my  Jral 

And  ban  his  tribulaciofi  wi]>-afi  156 

Vpon  his  flessh  while  f  af  I  am  his  wilf      3r^*^*'*£'l^^' 

I  haue  the  power  during*  al  my  liflF  SSSr!***  ^******'  *** 

vpon  his  propre  body  and  nof  he 

Si^f  pMB  ])e  apostel  toldf  [it]  vnto  me  160  . 

And  bad  oure  husbondes  forto  loue  hym  wefi 

Al  ^is  sentence  me  like)»  euery  deH 

Vp  stert*  the  pardonere  and  ])at*  anofi 
l^ow  dame  quod  he  by  god  and  by  seynf  lohn    164 
^e  bene  a  noble  precheour  in  yia  caas 
I  was  about  to  wedde  a  wiff  alas 
Whaf  6bul<$  I  by  if  on  my  flessh  so  dere 
)if  had  I  leuer  wedde  non  to  ^ere  16S 
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Ibyde  quod  she  my  tale  is  not*  bygonne 

Kay  ]>ou  shalf  drinkeii  a  no^er  tonne 

£r  ])at*  I  goo  shal  sauour  wots  }»an  ale 

And  whan  ^at*  I  hane  told  for])  my  tale  172 

Of  tribnlacion  in  manage 

Of  whiche  I  am  expert*  in  myn  age 

])is  is  to  seye  my  silf  ha^  bene  pe  whippe 

J)an  maisf  ])owe  chese  whidei^  pon  wilt*  scippe  176 

J^ilk*  tonne  ^af  I  shal  abroche 

Be  war  of  if  or  J>ou  to  nye  aproche 

ffor  I  shal  telle  ensamples  moo  )»n  ten 

who  thaf  "wil  not*  be  war  by  opere  men ./  180 

By  hym  shul  oJ>er  men  corrected  be  {}mtm} 

Thise  same  wordes  write^  ptholome 

Bede  in  his  almagest*  and  take  it*  ^ere 

Dame  I  wold  prey  30U  if  jowr  wille  were  184 

Seide  J>is  pardonere  as  je  bygan 

Telle  for])  joure  tale  spare  for  no  man 

And  teche  vs  3enge  men  of  jonre  practyke 

Oladly  quod  she  si))  it  may  30a  like  188 

Baf  ^f  I  prey  to  al  ])is  companye 

If  ])af  I  speke  after  my  fantasie 

As  take])  naf  a  greef  of  ^af  I  seye 

For  myfi  entent*  is  not*  but*  to  pleye  192 

%  Kow  sirs  ])an  shal  I  telle  30U  my  tale 

As  euere  mote  I  diinkd  wyne  or  ale 

I  shal  seie  so^  ])00  husbondes  ^af  I  hadde 

As  iij.  of  hem  were  good  and  two  were  badde  196 

^e  ig.  were  good  men  riche  and  olde 

Ynne^es  myjten  ^i  ^e  statute  holde 

In  which  ])ei  were  bounden  ynto  me 

^e  wote  wele  what*  I  mene  of  ))is  parde  200 

As  god  me  helpe  I  laugh  whan  I  ^enke 

How  pitously  a  nyjt*  I  made  hem  swynke 

But*  by  my  faye  I  tolde  of  it*  no  store 

^ei  had  me  ^oue  her  londe  and  her  tresore  204 
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Me  neded  nof  do  lenger  diligence 
To  Wynne  her  loue  and  do  hem  reuerence 
f^  loued  me  so  we]  by  god  aboue 

])af  I  ne  tol<l  no  deynte  of  her  lone  208 

A  wise  womman  wil  bysy  hurc  euere  in  on 
To  gete  her  lone  je  ^er  as  she  ha^  nofi 
Buf  sije  I  had  hem  holy  in  myn  honde 
And  sijy  ])af  ^ei  hadde  joue  me  al  her  londe  212 

what*  shcQd  I  take  kepe  hem  forto  plese 
But*  y£  if  were  my  profite  &  myil  ease 
Buf  sette  hem  so  a  werkc  by  my  faye 
)>af  mony  a  nyjf  pei  songen  weleaway  216 

The  bacon  was  nof  fette  for  hem  I  trowe  PMf  iss,  \mcki 

fBif  somme  men  han  in  Essex  af  donmowe 
I  gouemed  hem  so  wel  aftei^  my  lawe 
^f  eche  of  hem  ful  blisful  was  and  fawe  220 

To  bringe  me  gay  ^ingges  fro  }»e  feire 
knyres  and  ryngges  Ss  purses  wel  faire 
Sot  god  if  woof  I  chide  hem  spitously 
Now  herkene])  how  I  here  me  proprely  224 

5e  wise  wyues  }»af  can  ynderstond 
]ms  shuld  je  speke  and  here  hem  wrong*  on  bond 
ffor  half  so  boldely  ]»er  can  no  man 
Swere  and  lye  as  womman  can  228 

I  say  not  ])is  by  wyues  ^af  bene  wise 
Buf  if  be  whan  ]yaf  ^ei  hem  mysavise 
A  wise  wif  shal  if  ])af  she  can  her  goode 
Bere  him  an  honde  )>af  }»e  kowe  is  wode  232 

And  take  witnesse  of  hire  owne  mayde 
Of  hure  assenf  buf  harkene^  how  I  seide 
IT  Sire  olde  keynard  is  pia  ]»ine  aray 
whi  is  my  neighboures  wif*  so  gay  236 

She  is  honoured  oueral  wher  she  go^e 
I  sitte  at  home  I  hane  no  ^rifty  clo])e 
whaf  dostowe  af  myn  neighbours  houe 
Is  she  so  faire  arf  ]k)u  so  amerous  240 
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what*  roune  je  wi^  our  mayde .  bgnediciie 

Sir6  olde  lecchoure  laf  ^i  lapes  be 

And  if  I  haue  a  gossipe  or  a  f rende 

Md]H)at6  gilf  je  chide  as  a  fende  244 

3if  ))af  I  walk*  or  play  viito  his  hoos 

J:>ou  commest  home  as  dronken  as  a  mous 

An  prechest*  on  J>i  benche  wij>  euel  preef* 

]X>a  seist*  to  me  if  is  a  grete  meschief  248 

To  wedde  a  poor  womman  for  costage 

And  if  ^af 'she  be  riche  of  grete  parage 

pan  seist  pou  ^at  it*  is  a  turmentiie 

To  saffre  her  pride  and  her  malencolie .  252 

And  if  ^af  she  be  foire  ^owe  verrey  knaae  [>»f  issj 

yowe  seist  ^at*  euery  holonre  wol  hure  haue 

She  may  no  while  in  chaastite  abide 

That*  is  assaied  ypon  eche  side  256 

Thowe  seist*  somme  folk*  desire  vs  for  richesse 

8o77tme  for  our  shap  and  some  for  our  fumesse 

And  somme  for  she  can  ei)>er  sing*  or  daiice 

Thus  seistowe  wernard  god  jeue  y  meschafice  260 

Somme  for  hure  hondes  and  her  aimes  smale 

Thus  go])  el  to  ye  deueH  by  ^i  tale 

Thow  seyst  men  may  not*  kepe  a  castdi  walle 

It*  may  so  longe  assailled  be  oueratt  264 

And  if  y&if  she  be  foule  ^ou  saist*  y&i^  she 

Coveitejy  euery  man  )>af  she  may  se 

ffor  as  a  spaynel  she  wil  on  hym  lepe 

Til  ^af  she  fynde  somme  man  y&if  wil  hire  chepe  268 . 

Ne  noon  so  grey  goos  gos  per  in  the  lake 

As  seist  ^ou  ^at*  wil  be  wi]M)uten  make 

And  seisf  it*  is  an  harde  ^inge  forto  welde 

A  wijt*  ya.if  no  man  wil  his  ^onkes  helde  272 

Thus  seisf  yon.  lorel  whan  ^ou  goosf  to  bedde 

And  ^af  no  wise  man  nede|»  forto  wedde 

And  no  man  ^af  entende|y  to  ^e  heuene 

wtt^  wilde  ^ondei'  dynt*  and  fire  leuene  276 
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Mote  fi  -welked  nelc<  be  to-broke 

])ou  seisf  ]yaf  dropping*  houses  and  eke  smoke 

And  chidinge  wyues  maken  men  to  fle 

Out*  of  hir  owne  bonse .  A  ben&dicite  280 

What>  eilep  sucti  an  old  man  forto  cbide 

^ou  seisf  we  wyues  wil  ouie  vices  bide 

Til  we  be  fast*  and  pan,  we  wil  bem  scbewe 

Wele  may  ]yis  be  a  prouerbe  of  a  scbrewe  284 

^u  seist*  faif  Oxen  *  assen .  bors .  and  boundes 

fei  ben  assaide  at*  dyuers  stoundes 

Basyns  lauoyrs  er  ^af  men  bem  bye 

Spones .  stooles .  and  sucb  busbondrye .  288 

And  so  bene  pottes  clones  and  ofer  araies  p^f  iss,iMck} 

But*  of  woTiimen  are  maked  none  assaies 

Til  ^ei  ben  wedded  old  dotart)  sbrewe 

And  seisf  bowe  fen  we  wiH  our  vices  shewe  292 

Tbowe  seist*  also  ])at*  if  displese^  me 

But*  jif  Jjou  wilf  proise  my  bewte 

And  but*  f  ou  poure  alway  vpon  my  face 

And  clepe  me  faire  dame  in  eueiry  pJace  296 

And  but*  fon  make  a  feest*  on  pai?  ilk*  day 

y&V  I  was  bom  and  make  fressH  and  gay 

And  but*  pou  do  to  ttiyn  norys  bonoure 

And  to  my  cbambere  wit/tlnne  my  bour  300 

And  to  my  faders  foUces  arid  bis  alyes 

Tbus  seisf  fou  olde  bareft  ful  of  lyes 

And  3if  of  oure  apprentise  lankyn 

ffor  bis  crispe  bere  sbynyng*  as  gold  fyne  304 

And  for  be  sqwiers  me  bo^  vp  and  doun 

3if  basf  ])ou  ^oujf  a  fals  suspeciotm 

I  wil  bym  nof  J>ei  fou  were  dede  to-morowe 

Buf  telle  me  ^is  wbi  bidesf  pon  vr'ip  sorowe  308 

}i  keyes  of  pi  cbesf  away  fro  me 

If  is  my  good  as  wel  as  pine  parde 

wbaf  wenesf  pon  make  an  ydyote  of  our  dame 

lTow*by  pAV  lord  ])af  called  is  seinf  lame  312 
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fan  shalf  not*  bo]>  fon^e  ))oa  were  woode 

Be  maister  of  my  body  and  my  goode 

])at<  oon  pou  shalf  foigoen  magre  fiae  ei^en 

what*  lielpe]>  if  of  me  to  quere  and  spien  316 

I  trowe  ])oo  ]>ou  woldesf  lokke  me  in  ]>i  chesf 

])ou  shuldesf  seie  wif  go  where  ]>e  lesf 

Take  joure  disporf  I  wil  leue  no  talis 

I  knowe  ;oa  for  a  good  wiff  dame  Alys  320 

we  loue  no  man  ))af  takep  kepe  ne  charge 

where  ])af  we  go  we  wil  be  at  our  large 

Of  alle  men  blessed  mof  he  be 

fe  wise  astrologen  daun  ptholome  324 

Thaf  sei])  ]yis  prouerbe  in  his  abnagesf  [v»f  im] 

Of  alle  men  his  wisdom  is  hiesf 

])af  rekke])  nof  who  ha])  pe  world  in  honci 

By  fjB  prouerbe  ]>ou  shalf  wel  vnderstoncl  328 

Haue  ])0u  ynowe  whaf  ther  ]>e  rekke  and  care 

Howe  merely  ]>af  oj^ere  folk*  fare 

ffor  certes  olde  dotarde  be  jouie  leue 

3te  shnl  haue  queynf  righf  ynowe  af  eue  332 

He  is  to  grete  a  nygard  ]>af  wil  wame 

A  man  to  li)f  a  candel  af  his  lantame 

He  shal  haue  neuere  fe  lasse  lijf  parde 

Haue  ]>ou  ynowe  fe  ther  nof  pleyn  ])e  33d 

Thou  seisf  also  ]>af  ^if  ])ou  make  tb  gay 

wit^  clo]>inge  or  wi])  precious  aray 

Thaf  if  is  perile  of  our  chaastie 

And  jif  wi])  wordes  pou  mote  enforce  me  340 

And  say  fiae  wordes  in  pe  apostels  name 

In  abite  made  wi])  chastite  and  shame 

3e  wommen  shulcl  apparaile  ;ou  quod  he 

And  nof  in  tressed  here  and  gay  perre  344 

As  perle  ne  wi])  gold  and  elopes  riche 

Aftere  pi  texf  ne  aftere  ])i  rubriche 

I  nyl  nof  worche  as  mochel  as  a  gnatte 

Thowe  seidesf  als  ])af  I  was  like  a  catte  *  348; 
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Buf  who  80  wolde  senge  a  cattis  skyn 

])an  wold  fe  catte  wel  dwellen  in  his  Inn 

And  if  ye  cattes  skyn  he  sclyke  and  gay 

She  nyl  not*  dwel  in  hous  half  a  day  352 

Buf  for))  she  wil  er  eny  day  he  dawed 

To  shewe  her  skyn  and  go  a  caterwawed  / 

fis  to  seie  if  I  he  gay  sir*  schrewe 

I  wil  renne  ouf  my  huiel  for  to  shewe  356 

Sii*  olde  foole  what  helpe])  Je  to  spien 

fei  fowe  prey  argus  wij)  his  Mt.  eyen 

To  he  my  waide  corps  as  he  can  hesf 

In  Mp  he  shal  not*  kepe  me  hut*  if  me  lest*  360 

3it*  cou^  I  make  his  heerde  so  mote  I  ])ee  Deaf  m,  back] 

^u  seist*  eke  ^at*  ^r  hene  ])inges  pre 

]>e  which  ])ingge8  tiowhlen  al  ])is  erfe 

And  ]>at*  no  wi^f  ne  may  endure  ])e  i&rfe  364 

0  leue  sii'  schrewe  Jhetu  short*  pi  liff 

^it*  prechestowe  and  seist*  an  hatful  wifT 

Yrockned  is  for  oon  of  ^ise  meschat^nces 

Ben  ^re  non  o]>er  manere  resemhlaunses  368^ 

]>at*  30  may  likne  joure  parahles  too 

But*  3if  a  cely  wif  he  oon  of  ^00 

f  ow .  liknest  wowimanwys  loue  to  helle 

To  harayn  londe  fer  water  may  not*  dwelle  372' 

Thou  liknest*  if  also  to  wilde  fire 

pe  more  if  hrenne])  pe  more  if  ha])  desire 

To  consume  eny  ])ing*  ])af  hrenf  wold  he 

Thow  seisf  J)af  ri3f  a[s]  wormes  sheende  a  tre  376. 

Bi3f  so  a  wiff*  distroie])  her  hushonde 

J)i8  knowe  Jei  J)af  hene  to  wyues  honde 

IT  Lordingges  ri3f  ^us  as  3e  han  hunderstanci 

Bare  I  stifly  myn  olde  hushondes  on  hand  380 

Thaf  ])us  ^ei  seiden  in  her  dronkenesse 

And  eke  ])af  ^ei  had  suspeciofi  of  lalousnesse 

On  lankin  and  on  myn  neef  also 

O  lord  fe  peyn  I  did  hem  and  f e  woo  /  384 
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fful  giltelees  by  goddis  swete  pyne 

ffor  as  an  hors  I  couJ>e  bof  bite  and  whyne 

I  coufe  pleyn  aiid  I  was  in  fe  gilt* 

Or  ellis  often  tyme  I  had  be  spilf  388 

Who  so  J)at*  fiisf  to  mylle  cowmeth  first*  grynt* 

I  pleyned  fursf  so  was  oure  werre  stinf 

IT  Jjei  were  fid  glad  to  excusen  hew  ful  blyue 

Of  J>inge  of  whicfi  J)ei  agilf  neuer  her  lyue  392 

Of  wenches  wold  I  beren  hem  on  honde 

Whan  J)af  for  seke  J?ei  my3t«  vnnef  stonde 

^it*  tided  I  his  herf  for  ]>at*  he 

wende  I  had  of  hym  so  grete  chierte  396 

I  swore  faf  al  my  walking*  by  nyjf  perfissj 

"Was  forto  aspie  wenches  faf  he  dijt* 

Vnder  J)af  colour  had  I  mony  a  myrjje 

ffcBT  al  such  witto  is  jeuen  vs  in  our  birj>e  400 

Deceyte.  weping*.  spynnyng«  god  haj»  3eue  JJggS^SSXI 

To  womman  kindely  while  faf  J)ei  lyue 

And  ]>us  of*  on  ^ing<  I  auat/nte  me 

Af  ])e  ende  I  had  })e  best*  in  eche  degre  404 

By  slei3t*  or  force .  or  by  som?7ie  manei^  J>inge 

As  by  contynuel  murmur  or  grucchinge 

Kamely  abed  had  ])ei  meschaunce 

fer  wold  I  chide  and  do  hew  no  plesawnce  408 

I  wolde  no  lenger  in  Je  bedde  abide 

3if  ]>af  I  felt*  his  arme  ouer^  my  side 

Til  he  had  made  his  raunson  vnto  me 

)»n  wolde  I  snffire  hym  doo  his  nicete  412 

And  ]>erfore  euery  man  ^\a  tale  I  telle 

Wiue  who  so  may  al  are  for  to  selle 

WitA  empty  hond  men  may  nofi  hauke  lure 

ffor  wynnyng*  wold  I  al  his  lusf  endure  416 

And  make  me  a  feyned  appetite 

And  jit*  in  bacon  had  I  neuere  delite 

That*  maked  me  pat*  euer  I  wold  hyw  chide 

fibr  ]>oi^o  ]>e  pope  had  sitte  hym  beside  420 
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I  wolde  not*  spare  hym  afc*  his  owne  bowl 

ffor  be  my  trouje  I  quytte  hym  worde  for  word 

As  helpe  me  verrey  god  omwipotenf 

fow  I  rijt*  nowe  shuldl  make  my  testament  424 

I  ne  owe  hym  a  wordl  fat*  if  nys  quytte  ^ 

I  brou3t*  it*  so  aboute  by  my  witte 

J)at*  he  must  jeue  it*  vp  as  for  Je  best* 

Or  ellis  had  we  neuer  be  in  rest*  428 

ffor  J>ougtL  he  loked  as  a  lyofi 

Jit*  shulcl  he  faile  of  his  cowchisioil 

Than  wold  I  seie  nowe  goode  leef  take  kei>e 

Howe  mekely  loke}>  >vilkin  our  shepo ./ 

Come  nere  my  spouse  lat*  me  ba  fi  cheke 

3e  shul  be  al  pacient*  a?id  meke 

And  han  a  swete  spiced  conscience 

SiJ)  30  80  prech  of  lobes  pacience 

Suffref  alway  sijj  je  so  wel  can  preche 

And  but*  3e  doo  certeyn  we  shul  jou  teche 

J)at*  it*  is  faire  to  haue  a  wif  in  pees 

Con  of  vs  mote  bowen  doutelees  440 

And  siJ)  a  man  is  more  resonable 

fan  womman  is .  sii-'  je  moste  be  sufifrablo 

what*  eileth  30U  to  gnicche  f  us  and  grone 

Is  it*  for  30  wold  han  my  queynt*  alone  444 

Wy  take  it*  alle  lo  haue  it*  euery  dett 

Peter  I  schrewe  30U  but*  3e  loue  me  well 

ffor  3if  I  wolde  selle  my  bele  chose 

I  coufe  walk*  as  frecch  as  eny  rose  448 

But*  I  wil  kepe  if  for  30wr  owne  toth 

3e  be  to  blame  be  god  I  seie  30U  soth 

Such  manere  wordes  had  we  on  bond 

Now  wil  I  speke  of  my  ferf  e  husbonde  452 

IT  Mi  ferfe  husbonde  was  a  reueloure 

f  is  is  to  seie  he  had  a  paramour 

And  I  was  3enge  and  ful  of  ragerye 

Stibom  and  stronge  and  loly  as  a  pie  456 
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lord  I  cou]>e  daunce  to  an  harpe  smale 

And  sjnge  ywis  as  eny  ny3tmgale 

wlian  I  hadde  dronke  a  draught*  of  swete  wyfi 

Metelyus  fe  foule  cheerle  J)0  swyfi  460 

Jaf  wif  a  staf"  byraft*  his  wif  her  lif* 

flFor  she  dronk"  wyne  ^ou^q  I  had  ben  his  wiff 

M'e  shnld  he  nof  han  daunted  me  fro  drinke 

And  aftere  wyne  on  yenus  most*  I  ]>enke  464 

ffor  as  siker  as  colde  engendre^  haile 

A  likerous  mou]>  most*  han  a  lykerous  tale 

In  womman  yinolent*  is  no  defence 

Jis  knowe  lecchours  by  experience  468 

Euf  lord  crisf  whan  ]>at*  it*  remembre])  me  (leaf  ise] 

Ypon  my  jou^  and  [on]  my  lolite 

If  tide])  me  aboute  myn  herte  rote 

Ynto  fis  day  If  doj)  myn  herte  bote  472 

f  af  I  haue  had  my  worlcl  as  in  my  tyme 

Buf  age  alas  ])af  al  wil  enuenyme 

Haf  me  byraff  my  bewte  and  my  pith 

Laf  if  go  fSare  wqI  f  e  deuel  goo  Jjerwith  476 

The  floure  is  gofi  fer  nys  no  more  to  telle 

^e  bren  as  I  besf  can  now  mote  I  selle 

Buf  jif  to  be  rijf  mery  wil  I  foonde 

Kow  forfe  to  telle  of  my  ferjje  husbonde  480 

I  seie  I  had  in  herf  gref  despite 

])af  he  of  eny  o^er  had  delite 

Buf  he  was  quytte  by  god  and  by  seynf  lose 

I  made  hym  of  ]>e  same  wode  a  crose  484 

Noif  of  my  body  in  no  foule  manere 

Buf  certeynly  I  made  folk*  such  chere 

y&V  in  his  owne  grec«  I  made  hym  frye 

ffor  Anger  and  for  verrey  lalowsie  488 

By  god  in  er^e  I  was  his  purgatorie 

ffor  which  I  hope  his  saule  be  in  glorie 

ffor  god  if  woote  lie  satte  ful  off  and  songe 

whan  f  af  his  shogh  ful  bitterly  hym  wronge  492 
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ffor  ^r  nas  noon  sauf  god  and  he  fat  wist* 

In  mony  wise  where  I  hym  twist? 

He  deyed  whan  I  come  fro  lerasalem 

And  lije  in  a  grane  vnder  J)e  rode-beem 

All  nys  his  tombe  not*  so  curious 

As  was  fe  sepulture  of  hym  darius 

whictl  faf  appelles  wrou^f  subtily 

It*  nys  but*  waasf  to  bury  hywi  preciously 

Lat*  hym  fare  wel  god  jeue  his  soule  rest* 

He  is  nowe  in  his  graue  and  in  his  chest* 

IT  N'owe  of  my  .v.  husbond  wil  I  telle 

God  lat*  neuere  his  soule  come  in  helle 

And  jif  was  he  to  me  fe  moosf  shiewe 

]>at*  fele  I  on  my  ribbes  al  by  rewe 

And  euere  shal  unto  myn  ending*  daye 

But*  in  oure  bed  he  was  so  fressh  and  gaye 

And  yev  wi]>  al  so  wel  couj^e  he  me  glose 

whan  ]>at*  he  wolcl  ban  my  bele  chose 

]>at  ]K>uje  he  had  me  bete  on  euery  bofi 

He  couf  e  wynne  ageyn  my  loue  anofl 

I  trowe  I  loued  him  ]ye  bette  for  he 

Was  of  his  loue  daungerous  to  me 

We  wotnmen  ban  if  ^at*  I  slial  not*  lye 

In  ]ns  manerd  a  queynte  fantasie 

waite  what*  }>inge  we  may  not*  li3tly  haue 

Theraftere  wil  we  crie  al  day  and  craue 

fforbede  ys  ^inge  and  }>at*  desiren  we 

Frees  on  ys  fast*  and  ^an  w^il  we  fle 

wtt^  daungere  outer  we  al  oure  chaffara 

Greet*  prees  atte  Market*  make])  dere  ware 

And  to  grete  chepe  is  yholde  atte  litel  pris 

This  knowef  euery  womman  Jjat*  is  wise 

IT  My  fift*  husbonde  god  his  soule  blisse 

whicK  J)af  I  toke  for  loue  and  no  ricchesse 

he  some  tyme  was  a  clerk*  of  oxenford 

And  had  left*  scole  and  went*  at*  home  to  boorJ 
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wi^  my  gossip  dwelling*  in  our  toun 

€rod  hane  her  sonle  her  name  was  alisoun 

She  knewe  myn  herf  and  al  my  priuyte 

Better  ]>an  oure  parish  preest*  so  mof  I  the  532 

To  hare  hywried  I  my  counseil  all 

ffor  had  myn  hnsbonde  pissed  on  a  walle 

Or  doon  a  ]>inge  ])at*  shold  have  cosf  his  liff^ 

To  hure  and  to  ano])er  wor))i  wiff  536 

And  to  my  nece  which  I  loue  wdi 

I  wold  han  tolde  his  counseile  euerideH 

And  80  I  did  ful  often  god  it*  wote 

^t*  made  his  face  often  rede  afid  hote .  540 

flfor  yerrey  shame  and  blamed  hym  self  for  he  pMf  ist] 

had  tolde  to  me  so  grete  a  privyte 

And  so  byfelle  ])at*  ones  in  a  lente 

8o  oft6  tjrme  I  to  my  gosype  wente  544 

ffor  euere  ^it*  I  loued  to  be  gay  / 

And  forto  walke  in  marche  Averil  and  may 

&om  hous  to  hous  to  harken  sonday  tailes/ 

Jyaf  lankin  clerk  and  my  gossip  dame  alys  548 

And  I  my  self  into  |^e  feeldes  wente 

Myn  husbonde  was  at*  london  al  pa,V  lente 

I  had  fe  bettre  leisere  forto  pley 

And  forto  see  and  eke  forto  be  seye  552 

Of  lusty  folk  what*  wist*  I  whei*  my  grace 

Was  shapen  forto  be  or  in  what*  place 

Therfore  made  I  my  yisitacions 

To  yigUes  and  to  processions  556 

To  preching*  eke  and  to  ^ise  pilgrimages 

To  plaies  of  miracles  and  of  manages 

And  wered  vpon  my  gay  scarlet  gites 

Thise  wormes  ne  piae  mothes  ne  pise  mytes  560 

Vpon  my  perile  frete  hem  neuer  a  dele 

And  woostowe  whi  for  J)ei  were  vsed  wele 

Now  wil  I  tellen  forf  what*  happed  me 

I  seie  ^af  in  pe  feeldes  walked  we  564 
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Til  trewdy  we  had  sucB  daliaflce 

J)i8  clerk*  and  I  fat*  of  my  pwrviaflce 

I  spake  to  hym  and  seide  how  fat  he 

jlf  I  were  widowe  shiild  wedde  me  568 

ffor  certeynly  I  seye  for  no  bobance 

fat*  I  was  neuere  3it*  wMonte  pzoreafice 

Of  manage  ne  of  of  er  f  ingges  eke 

I  holcl  a  monnys  witte  nat  worf  a  leke  572 

P&if  haf  but*  oon  hool  forto  stirten  too 

And  3if  fat  faile  fan  is  al  ydoo  / 

[I  bare  hym)  on)  hande  he  hadde  enchauntede  me  3S  on/ij/ 

My  dame  taiighte  me  fat  subtylte  ^^  *^*^ 

And  eke  I  sayde  I  Mete  of*  hym)  att  nygUte  677 

He  wolde  haue  slayne  Me  As  I  laye  vprighte 

And  aH  my  bedde  was  ffuHe  of*  vereye  blode 

Butte  yette  I  hope  fat  ye  schuH  do  me  gode  580 

ffoi'  blode  bitokenef  e  golde  As  me  was  taughte  J 

And  att  was  fialse  I  dremede  of*  hitt*  righte  noughte 

Butte  as  I  ffoUowede  Ay  My  dames  lore  ! 

Aswefio  of*  that  as  of*  ofei^  fynge  more]  ZMBB»t,egiraetstoga^ 

But*  nowe  Sii*  lat*  me  se  what*  shal  I  seyfi 

A  A .  by  god  I  haue  my  tale  ageyfi . 

whan  f  at*  my  ferf  husbonci  was  on  here  ciMfu7,i«ckJ 

I  wepte  algates  and  made  soiy  chere  588 

As  wyues  moten  for  if  is  f  e  vsage 

And  witK  my  keercheef  keuered  my  visage 

But*  for  fat*  I  was  purueide  of  a  make 

I  wepte  but*  smale  and  fat*  I  vndertaki)  592 

To  church  was  myn  husbond  ybom  on  morowe 

wif  neighbours  fat*  for  hym  made  sorowe 

And  lankyn  our  clerk*  was  on  of  f  oo 

4s  helpe  me  god  whan  fat*  I  segh  hym  goo  596 

Ailere  fe  here  me  f oujt*  he  had  a  peire 

Of  legges  and  of  fete  so  clene  and  feire 

pa,^  al  my  hert*  I  jaue  vnto  his  holde 

He  was  I  trowe  xx**  wyntei*  olde  .  600 
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And  I  was  xl^  ji£  I  shal  seie  Bofe 

But*  jit;*  I  had  alway  a  Coltish  to])e 

Gaf  to])ed  I  was  and  fs,V  by-cam  me  weH 

I  had  ])e  printe  of  seynf  yenus  seeH  604 

As  helpe  me  god  I  was  a  lusty  ofi 

ffidre  and  riche .  jonge  and  welbygofi 

And  trewly  as  myn  husbond  told^  me 

I  had  ye  besf  quoniam  yni^  my^t*  be  608 

[ffoi*  seites  I  Am)  aH  veneiyen)  ^^'SJjLJiMf^' 

Id)  ffelenges  And  my  herte  is  Mercyen) 

Yenns  me  yafe  My  luste  my  lykerousnesse 

And  Mais  yafe  me  my  sturdy  e  hardynesse]  612 

Myn  ascendent*  was  tanre  and  mars  per-inne 

Alias  alas  ])at*  ener  loue  was  synne 

I  folowed  aye  myn  Inclinacion 

By  vertue  of  my  constellaciofi  616 

That"  made  me  I  coxipe  not"  wifdrawe 

My  chambere  of  yenus  from  a  good  felawe 

[Yette  haue  I  Mars  is  Marke  vppon)  my  fface  ^^f^Jl^f^' 

And  allso  in  Anopere  preuye  place  620 

ffoi'  god  so  wysse  be  My  saluacioii) 

I  louede  neu^  by  no  discrecton) 

I  ffollowede  euer  Myne  Appetyte 

AH  were  he  longe  schorte  blacke  oi*  whyte  624 

I  toke  no  kepe  so  ];at  he  lykede  me 

How  pouie  he  was  And  eke  of"  whatte  degre]      C™  ^iiona) 

Whaf  shnld  I  sei  but*  at*  pe  mon])es  ende 

This  loly  clerk*  lankyn  ])at*  was  so  hende  628 

Hap  wedded  me  vnp  grete  solempnite 

And  to  hym  jaue  [I]  al  ))e  londe  and  ffee 

fat*  euere  was  me  3euen  Jjcrbifore 

But*  aftere[ward]  repented  me  ful  sore  *  632 

He  nolde  suffre  no  ])inge  of  my  lest* 

by  god  he  smote  me  onys  on  pe  lest* 

ffor  ])at*  I  rent*  out*  of  his.boke  a  leef  [inf isq 

That*  of  ]?at*  stroke  myn  eeren  wexen  deef  636 
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Stibom  I  was  as  is  a  leonesse 

And  of  my  tunge  a  ven^y  langeleresse 

And  walk*  I  woldl  as  I  had  don  to-fom  • 

f&om  lious  to  hous  al  fou^e  he  had  iV  sworn  640 

fforfwij?  ful  often  tyme  he  wolde  preche  • 

And  me  [of]  olde  Eomaynes  geestes  techd 

How  he  *  symplicins  gallns  lafb*  his  wiff 

And  hnxd  for-soke  for  terme  of  his  lif  €44 

Kat*  buf  for  open  hede  he  hure  say 

Lokinge  out*  at*  his  door  on  a  day 

Anojyer  romayn  tolde  he  me  by  name 

)>af  for  his  wiff  was  at*  a  somers  game  648 

WiJ-onte  his  wittyng*  he  forsoke  hei*  eke 

And  ])an  wolde  he  ypon  his  bible  seke 

]>af  ilk  pronerbe  of  Ecclesiast* 

Where  he  commaunde])  and  forbede])  fast*  652 

Man  shal  not*  snf&e  his  wif  to  rome  aboute 

Than  wolde  he  seie  ri;t*  fna  wi]H)uten  doute 

Who-60  ])at*  beelde])  his  hous  aH  of  salons  5  Note  hetw 

And  pricke}>  his  blynde  hors  ou^re  fe  falous  656 

And  suffcre])  his  wif  forto  seken  halowes 

Is  worfi  forto  be  honged  on  Je  galowes  / 

IT  But  al  for  nonjt*  I  sette  not*  an  hawe 

Of  his  prouerbes  ne  of  his  olde  lawe  660 

Ke  I  wold  not*  of  hym  corrected  be 

I  hate  hym  ^at*  my  vice  telle}>  me 

And  so  doll  moo  god  wote  of  vs  pan  I 

f\a  made  him  wip  me  wode  al  vtterly  664 

I  nolcl  forbere  hym  in  no  cas 

Now  wil  I  seye  30U  sop  by  seint*  Thomas 

Whi  Jaf  I  rent*  out*  of  his  booke  a  leef* 

ffor  whicK  he  smote  me  pat*  I  was  deefi  668 

He  had  a  boke  pat*  gladly  nyjt*  and  daye 

ffor  his  disport*  he  wolde  rede  alway 

He  cleped  Yalerye  and  theofraste  [leaf  ue^  back] 

Atte  whiche  boke  he  lowgh  alway  ful  fast*  67& 

PBTWOBTH  289   (6-T.  862) 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


SIX-TEXT   353 

GROUP  B.  §  L  wife's  freamblb.  Petworih  MS. 

And  eke  ^er  was  somtyme  a  clerk*  in  Borne 

A  Cardynal  Jafc*  hight*  seinf  leronw* 

)}at*  made  a  boke  ajein  louean 

In  whicfi  boke  eke  per  was  Terculan  676 

Crisippus .  Trocula .  and  holowys 

That*  was  Abbas  nof  fer  fro  Paris/ 

And  eke  ]>e  parables  of  Salomon 

Ovydes  art;'  and  bokes  mony  ofi  680 

And  oUe  {^ise  were  bounden  in  oo  volom 

And  eucry  ny^t*  and  day  was  his  custom 

Whan  he  had  leisere  and  vacaciofi 

firom  opere  worldly  occupaciofi  684 

To  reden  in  Jis  boke  of  wicked  wyues 

He  knewe  of  hem  mo  legendys  ]yan  lyaes 

]>an  bene  of  good  wyues  in  pe  bible 

fifbr  tru8te}>  wel  it*  is  an  impossible  688 

paf  eny  clerk*  wil  speken  good  of  wyues 

But*  3if  it*  be  of  holy  seyntes  lyues 

Ne  of  noOn  of  ere  womman  neuere  Jje  moo  / 

who  peinted  J)e  lyon  telle  me  who  /  692 

By  god  3if'  wommen  had  ywriten  stories 

As  clerkes  han  wi])-In  her  oratories 

Thei  wold  han  writen  of  men  more  wickednesse 

Than  al  pe  Mark*  of  Adam  may  redresse  696 

The  Children  of  mercury  and  Venus 

Ben  in  her  worchinge  contrarious  / 

Mercury  louej)  wisdom  and  science 

And  Venus  louef  riote  and  dispence  700 

And  for  her  dyuers  disposiciofi 

Ech  falle])  in  o])er  exaltaciofi 

As  ])U3  god  wote  mercure  is  disolate 

In  pisces  wher  Venus  is  exaltate  704 

And  Venus  fallep  per  mercurye  is  reysect 

perfor  no  womman  of  no  man  is  preised . 

The  clerk*  whan  he  is  olde  and  may  not*  do  [Mim 

Of  Venus  werkes  worj  his  olde  shoo  708 
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]>an  sitte  he  doun  and  writte  in  his  dotage 

Jpat*  wommen  can  not*  kepe  her  mariage 

But*  nowe  to  pwrpoos  whi  I  told  fe 

faf  I  was  beten  for  a  boke  parde .  712 

Vpon  a  nyjf  lankin  Jjaf  was  our  sire 

Eedde  on  his  boke  as  he  satte  by  ])e  fire 

Of  Eua  fiisf  faf  for  her  wickednesse 

Was  al  mankinde  broii3t«  to  wrecchednesse  716 

[ffoi^  whiche  Jat  Ihera  Crist*  hym)  selfe  was  slayne  ^^Jjf • 

That  bougfite  vs  wit^  his  herte  blode  agayne    ««'«iri84,6a*] 

Lo  here  expresse  of*  women)  Maye  ye  ffynde 

That  women)  was  the  losse  of*  Ati  Mankynde]  720 

Tho  redde  he  me  howe  sampson  lost*  his  heres 

Slepinge  his  lemman  kitt*  it*  wi]>  her  sheres 

])ouigh  whiche  treson  lost*  he  boj)  his  eyen  / 

Tho  redde  he  me  if  I  shal  not*  lyen .  724 

Of  Ercules  and  of  his  dyanyre 

Jat*  caused  hym  to  sette  hy?n  self  a  fyre 

No  Jinge  forgate  he  fe  penawnce  and  woo 

fat*  Socrates  had  wij)  his  wyues  twoo  728 

Howe  fat*  Ancipa  cast*  pisse  on  his  hede 

fe  Sely  man  satte  stille  as  he  were  dede 

He  wiped  his  hede  no  more  durst*  he  seyn) 

But*  er  fat*  thondei^  stint*  cowmef  a  reyn)  732 

Of  ^pasipa  fat*  was  fe  queue  of  grete  (?  atflnt^^ 

ffor  schrewdenesse  hym  f  ou3t*  f  °  tale  swete 

£fye  speke  no  more  it*  is  a  grisly  f  inge 

Of  hure  horrible  lust*  and  piure]  lykynge  736 

Of  Clitermistra  for  her  lecherye 

fat*  falsly  made  her  husbond  forto  dye 

He  redde  it*  wif  ful  good  deuociofl 

He  tolde  me  for  what  occasion  740 

Amphiorax  at*  thebes  lost*  his  lif* 

Myn  husbonde  had  a  legende  of  his  wif 

Eriphilem .  fat*  for  an  oucfe  of  golcF 

haf  prively  vnto  fe  grekes  told  744 
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wher  fat*  her  husboncJ  hidde  hym  in  a  place 

ffor  whicfi  he  had  at*  Thebes  sory  grace 

Of  lyma  tolde  he  mee  and  of  lucye  peaf  i89,  back] 

]^ei  bo])  made  her  husbondes  forto  dye  748 

Thatt  on  for  loue  ]>at*  o])er  was  for  hate 

lyma  her  husbonde  on  euene  late 

Enpoysened  had  for  ])at*  she  was  his  foo 

Lucia  lykerous  loued  her  husbond  soo  /  752 

J)at*  for  he  shuld  vpon  her  alway  ])inke 

She  ^aue  hyjn  such  a  loue  manere  drinke 

That*  he  was  dede  or  if  was  by  y  morowe 

And  fus  algates  husbondes  han  sorowe  75 G 

IT  Than  tolde  he  me  howe  on  latumyus 

Compleyned  to  his  felawe  arius    • 

That*  in  his  gardyne  growed  such  a  tre 

On  which  he  seide  pat*  his  wyues  pre  760 

Hangged  hem  selue  for  hertes  despitous 

O  leue  broker  quod  pis  arious 

3eue  me  a  plant*  of  pat*  blisful  tre 

And  in  my  gardyne  planted  shal  he  be  764 

Of  latter  date  of  wyues  hap  he  redde 

pat*  han  sclayn  her  husbondes  in  pe  bedde 

But*  laf  hure  lecchoure  di3t*  hur*  al  pe  nyjt* 

Whan  pat*  pe  corps  lay  in  pe  floore  vprijf  768 

And  some  han  dryuen  nayles  in  her  brayn 

While  pat*  pei  sclepe  and  pus  pei  han  hem  sclayfi 

Somme  han  3euen  poysen  in  her  drinke 

He  spak  more  harme  pan  hert*  may  penk*  772 

And  per^witA-aH  he  knewe  of  moo  prouerbes  ^  S^tttUS'"  *** 

pan  in  pis  world  per  growen  grasse  or  herbes  / 

Bett*  is  quod  he  pine  haftitaciofl 

Be  wip  a  leon  or  a  foule  dragon  776 

Jjan  wip  a  womman  vsing*  forto  chide 

Bet*  is  quod  he  high  in  pe  roof  abide 

pan  wip  an  angry  wif  down  in  an  hous 

pey  bene  so  wicked  and  contrarious  /  780 
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^i  haten  ^at*  her  busbondes  louen  ay 
He  seide  a  womman  cast<  her  shame  away 
whan  she  cast*  of  her  smokke  and  fer])enno  [iMf  i^o] 

A  hire  wotnman  but<  she  be  chaast*  also  /  784 

Is  lich  a  gold  lynge  on  a  sowes  nose 
who  wold  wene  or  wolcl  suppose 
The  woo  J)af  in  myn  herte  was  and  pyne 
And  whan  I  segh  he  wolde  neuere  fyne  788 

To  reden  on  ]>is  cursed  boke  al  ny3t* 
Al  sodeynly  ])re  leues  haue  I  plijt* 
Out*  of  his  boke  ri3t*  as  he  redde  and  eke 
I  wij)  my  fist*  so  toke  him  on  fe  cheke  792 

That*  in  our  fire  he  fille  bakwarcJ  adoz/n 
And  he  vp  stert*  as  doj)  a  wood  lyown 
And  wi^  his  fist*  he  smote  me  on  ])e  hede 
fat*  in  J)e  flore  I  laie  as  I  were  dede  796 

And  whan  he  seegh  how  stille  ])at*  I  lay 
He  was  agast*  and  wold  ban  fledde  away 
Til  at*  Je  laste  out*  of  my  swowe  I  breide 
O  hastowe  sdayne  me  fals  J^eef*  I  seide  800 

And  for  my  londe  fus  hastowe  mordred  me 
Or  I  be  dede  ^it*  wil  I  kisse  fee 
And  nere  he  come  and  kneled  faire  adot/n 
And  saide  dere  sustere  Alisoun  804 

*  As  helpe  me  god  I  shal  }e  neuere  smyte 
That*  I  haue  done  if  is  J)i  self  to  wite 
fibr^eue  it*  me  and  fat*  I  fe  biseke 

And  jit*  eftsones  I  hit*  hym  on  fe  cheke  808 

And  seide  ]>eef  fus  moche  am  I  wreke 
Nowe  wil  I  dye  I  may  no  lenger  speke 
But*  at*  fe  last*  wif  mochel  care  and  woo 
We  fille  acorded  by  vs  seluen  twoo  81 2 

He  jaue  me  al  fe  bridel  in  myn  honde 
To  haue  fe  gouemawnce  of  hous  and  londe 
And  of  his  tunge  and  his  hand  also 
And  made  him  brenne  his  boke  anofl  rijt*  foo  816 
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And  whan  faf  I  had  goten  vnto  me 

By  maistery  al  pe  eouereynte . 

Than  he  seide  luyn  owne  trewe  wif*  [leaf  i4o,  back] 

Do  as  }ou  lest*  Je  tenne  of  al  3oure  lif«  820 

kepe  jooie  honure  and  kepe  eke  myn  astate 

Afbere  fat*  day  we  had  neuere  debate . 

God  helpe  me  so  I  was  to  him  as  kinde 

As  eny  wifif  from  denmarke  into  Ynde  824 

And  also  trowo  /  and  so  was  he  to  me 

I  prey  to  god  fat*  sitte  in  mageste 

So  hlesse  his  soide  for  his  mercy  dere 

Now  wil  I  seie  my  tale  if  ^e  wil  here  828 

IT  Thm  endef  fa  prologe  of  fa  wiff  of  bath 

And  nara  oygfynnaf  fa  Tale.*  tMes»mmoneraHdtk«Friar.} 

IT  The  tale./ 

The  frere  lowe  whan  he  had  herd  al  f is 
Now  dame  quod  he  so  haue  I  ioye  or  blis 
f  is  is  a  longe  preamble  of  a  tale 

And  whan  fis  somnowr  herd  f e  frere  gale  832 

Lo  quod  f  8  somnowr  goddis  armes  two 
A  frere  wil  entremete  hym  euermoo 
Loo  good  men  a  flie  and  eke  a  frere 

wollen  falle  in  eueiy  dissh  and  eke  matere  83G 

what*  spekeat*  f  ou  of  preambulaciown 
what*  amble  or  trotte  or  pees  or  go  sitte  do2m 
Thou  lettest*  oure  disport*  in  fis  manere 
Je  wilt*  f  ou  so  somnour*  quod  f  e  frere  840 

Now  by  my  fay  I  shal  er  fat*  I  goo 
Telle  a  somnour  such  a  tale  or  twoo 
Thaf  alle  f e  folk  shul  laughen  in  fis  place 
Now  ellis  frere  I  bishrewe  fi  face  844 

Quod  fis  somnour*  and  I  bishrewe  me 
But*  }if  I  telle  f  e  tales  two  or  f  re 
Of  freres  er  I  come  to  sidyngbume 
fat*  I  shal  make  fine  herf  for  to  moume  84& 
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ffor  wel  I  wote  J>i  pacience  is  gofl 

Out  hoosf  cried  pees  and  ))af  anon 

And  seide  laf  )>e  womman  telle  her  tale 

3e  faren  as  folk'  ))af  dronken  befi  of  ale ./  852 

Do  dame  telle  forth  30ur  tale  )>af  is  ]>e  best*  Deaf  ui] 

Al  redy  sire  quod  she  rijt*  as  jou  lesf 

If  I  haue  licence  of  J^is  woT])i  frere 

jis  dame  quod  he  telle  iorp  joure  tale  we  wil  here         856 

[No  break  in  iJte  MS,] 
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[THE  WIFE  OF  BATH'S  TALE] 

*■  Ion  tet^fUl] 

IN  pe  olde  dayes  of  )>e  king*  arthoui'  IT  ffabula 

Of  whicfi  ])af  bretons  speken  grete  honaur 
Al  was  )>is  land  fulfilled  of  fayry 

f  e  Elfe  quene  wij>  her  loly  companye  860 

Daunced  wip  out*  in  mony  a  grene  mede 
pla  was  pe  olde  opynyon  as  I  rede 
I  speke  of  mony  an  .C.  jere  argoo 

Buf  nowe  can  no  man  se  noon  elues  moo  8G4 

ffor  nowe  )>e  grete  charite  and  preiers 
Of  lymjrtouies  and  oJ>er  poor  freres 
That*  serchen  euery  londe  and  euery  streme 
As  )>ikke  as  motes  in  )>e  sonne  heme  868 

Blessinge  halles  chambers  and  boures 
Citiees  burghes  castels  hije  toures 
Thropes .  beemys .  shipnes .  dayrys 

This  make))  )>af  per  bene  no  fayrys  872 

ffor  )>er  as  wonte  to  walke  was  an  elf^ 
Ther  walke)>  nowe  pe  lymytowr  hym  self" 
In  vnder  meles  and  in  momyngge« 
And  sei)>  his  matyns  and  his  hoty  pingges  876 

As  he  gop  in  his  lymitaciotcn 
Wommen  may  go  nowe  sanf  yp  av-d  doun 
In  euery  bussh  or  vnder  eucry  tre 

per  nys  nofi  oJ>er  Incubz^  but*  he  880 

And  he  wil  do  hem  but^  dishonour 
And  so  felle  if  )>af  piB  king*  Arthozir 
Had  in  his  hous  a  lusty  bachilere 
That*  on  a  day  come  riding*  fro  ryvere  884 
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And  happed  alone  as  she  was  boifi 

He  seegK  a  maiden  waUdng*  hym  byfoiil 

Of  whicK  mayde  Maugre  her  hede 

By  vcrrey  force  he  raft*  hure  maydenhede  88a 

ffor  whicli  oppression  was  such  clamour  Deaf  ui,  bock} 

And  such  pursnte  vnto  )>e  king*  BiQiour 

That*  dampned  was  )>is  knyjf  forto  be  dede 

Be  conrs  of  lawe  and  shuld  haue  losf  his  hede  892 

Perauenture  such  was  )>e  statute  )>oo  / 

But*  ^af  ^e  quene  and  o)>er  ladis  moo 

So  longe  preide  )>e  kinge  of  grace 

Xil  he  his  liff  him  grannted  in  )>af  place  896L 

Aiid  jaue  hym  to  pe  quene  al  af  her  wille 

To  chese  whedere  she  wol<l  hym  sane  or  spille 

The  quene  fonkep  ])e  kinge  wij)  al  her  myjf 

And  after  ])is  ^us  speke  she  to  fe  knyghf  900 

Whan  ]»af  she  seegh  her  tyme  on  a  day 

Thou  stondesf  jif  quod  she  in  such  aray 

Thaf  of  pi  lif  jif  hastowe  no  suerte 

I  gxaimte  ])e  Uf  if  ^u  cansf  telle  me  90i 

IT  What*  ))ing  is  if  )>af  wommen  mosf  desiren 

Be  ware  and  kepe  pi  nekbone  fro  yren 

And  if  )>ou  canst*  not*  telle  if  me  anofi 

}if  wil  I  jeue  fe  leue  forto  gofi  908^ 

A  xij.  mon)>e  and  a  daye .  to  seke  and  lere 

An  answere  suffisaunf  in  pis  materd 

And  suerte  wil  I  han  er  )>af  p<m  passe 

)>i  body  forto  jelde  in  pw  place  912. 

woo  was  pis  knyjf  and  sorowfully  he  sike)> 

Buf  whaf  ?  he  may  nof  do  al  as  hym  like)) 

And  af  pe  lasf  he  chese  hym  forto  wende 

And  to  come  i^ein  ri^f  af  pe  jeres  ende  91 6^ 

"With  suche  answere  as  god  wold  hym  pt^rveye 

And  take^  his  leue  and  wende)>  iotp  his  weye 

He  seke])  euery  hous  and  euery  place 

Where  as  he  hope)>  forto  fynde  grace  920: 
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To  lere  what*  J>iiig«  wommen  loaen  mosi? 

Bat*  lie  nowe  koude  arjuen  in  no  cost;* 

where  as  he  mj^ie  fynde  in  ^is  mateie 

Twoo  creatures  acording<  in  fere  924 

Somme  aeiden  wommen  loaen  besl^  ricchease  a«f  mi 

Somme  seide  honoui'  somme  aeiden  loljnesse 

Somme  riche  aray .  some  seiden  lusf  a  bedde 

And  off  tyme  to  be  wydowe  and  wedde  928 

Somme  seiden  ]»af  we  bene  most*  yesed 

Whan  J>at*  we  bene  yflatered  and  yplesed . 

He  goJ>  fid  ny  J>e  8oJ>  I  wil  nat*  lye 

A  man  shal  wynne  vs  best  wi)>  flaterye  932 

And  wi]>  attendaunce  and  wi)>  bisynesse 

bene  we  alyned  bo^  more  and  lease 

And  somme  men  seyn  howe  ^f  we  loaen  besf 

fibrto  be  firee  and  do  rijf  as  tb  lesf  936 

And  ^af  no  man  repreue  yb  of  oar  vice 

But*  say  ]»af  we  bene  wise  and  no  ]yinge  nice 

fior  trewly  ]>er  nys  noon  of  vb  aUe 

3if  eny  w^f  wil  clawe  vs  on  ^e  galle  940 

))af  we  nyl  loke  or  he  Baye  ys  sot!i 

Assaie  and  he  shal  fynde  if  ])af  he  do]» « 

ffor  be  we  neaei^  so  vicious  wif-Inne 

We  wil  be  holden  wise  and  clene  of  synne  944 

And  somme  seyn  ])af  grete  delif  haue  we 

ffor  to  be  holden  stable  and  eke  secree  i 

And  in  oo  pt^rpos  stedfastly  to  dwelle  | 

And  nof  bewrey  pmg  ))af  men  ys  telle  948  | 

Buf  ^f  tale  is  nof  wor])  a  rake  stele  | 

Parde  we  wommen  connen  no  pinff  hele  j 

Witnesse  on  myda  wil  je  here  ^  tale  I 

Ovide  amonges  opet  ])ingges  smale  952 

Sei)>  Mida  had  Ynder  his  longe  heres 

Growinge  Ypon  his  hede  two  asBes  eres 

The  whiche  vice  he  hidde  as  he  besf  myjf 

fful  subtily  from  eueiy  mannys  sijf  956 
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^af  sane  bis  wif  ^r  wist^  if  no  moo 

He  loued  her  mosf  and  treated  to  her  also 

He  preide  hif  most*  ^at*  vnto  no  creature 

She  shnlcl  not*  tellen  of  his  disfigure  960 

She  swoie  hym  nay  for  al  ^is  world  to  wynne     Va^tm,  hwk} 

She  wold  do  J)af  vilanye  or  Jaf  synne 

To  make  her  hnsbond  han  so  foule  a  name 

ffor  repreyynge  of  hym  and  foule  shame  964 

But*  na^ees  her  )>ou3f  ]>af  she  dide 

^af  she  so  longe  shuld  a  counseile  hide 

Her  ^ujf  if  satte  so  sore  abouf  her  herte 

ptki  nedely  som  word  her  mote  a-sterte  968 

And  6i]>e  she  dursf  [nat]  tellen  if  no  man 

Doune  to  a  marise  fasf  she  ranne 

Til  she  came  per^  her  herte  was  a  fire 

And  as  a  bitos  bumle)  in  fe  myre  972 

She  laide  her  mou^  vnto  ^e  watei*  doun 

Bewrey  me  nof  )>ou  watere  wi]i  ^i  soufl 

Qoo^  she  to  ^e  I  telle  if  and  no  moo 

Myll  husbonde  ha])  longe  asses  eren  two  976 

Kow  is  my  herf  al  hole  now  is  if  oute 

I  myjf  no  lenger  kepe  if  ouf  of  doute 

Here  may  je  se  pou^e  we  a  tyme  abide 

3ete  oute  if  moof  we  mowe  no  counseil  hide  980 

The  remenaunte  of  ^e  tale  if  je  wil  here 

Bede^  ovide  and  je  mowe  if  lere 

IT  This  knyjf  of  which  my  tale  is  specialy 

Whan  ^af  he  seegh  he  myjf  nof  come  perhj  981 

This  is  to  seyn .  whaf  wommen  louen  mosf 

Wi]hin  his  herf  soryfiil  was  fe  goosf 

Buf  home  he  go)»e  he  myjf  nof  soioume 

fe  day  was  come  )HLf  homward  mosf  he  toume  988 

And  in  his  way  if  happed  hym  to  ride 

In  al  his  care  yndere  a  foresf  side 

Where  he  segh  in  oon  daunce  goo  / 

Of  ktdis  fotire  and  twenii^  and  jif  moo      [> ifsxziiu.«<]    992 
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Toward  Je  daiince  he  drowe  hym  jeme 

In  liope  ^af  somme  wisdom  sliul($  he  leme 

But*  certeynly  er  he  cam  fully  fere 

Vanysshed  was  pe  daunce  he  nysf  nof  wherd  996 

'No  creature  seye  he  ])af  hare  llf  TMiig] 

Saue  in  Je  grene  he  sey  sitting*  a  wif 

A  fouler  wi3f  per  may  no  man  deuise 

Ageyn  Je  knyjf  J>e  old  wif  gan  arise  1000 

And  seide  sir  knyjf  here  forj)  ne  liej)  no  way 

Telle  me  whaf  )>at*  je  seken  he  joure  fay 

Pcrauenture  if  may  J>e  hettei*  he 

Thise  olde  folk  konne  mochg  )>ing*  quod  she  1004 

My  leue  modere  quod  })is  kny3f  certayfi 

I  am  hut*  dede  huf  jif  fat*  I  can  sayfi 

Whatf  J>inge  if  is  faf  wommen  mosf  desire 

Cowde  je  me  wisse  I  coude  wel  quyte  ^our  hire  1008 

Plite  me  pi  trou])e  here  in  my  hand  quod  she 

The  nexte  f  inge  ]>af  I  require  pQ 

Thow  shalf  if  doo  if  if  lye  in  fi  myjf 

And  I  wille  telle  if  jou  er  if  he  ny3f  1012 

Haue  here  my  trouje  quod  J>e  kny^f  I  graunte 

Than  quo})  she  I  may  me  wel  auae^nte 

J)i  lif  is  sauf  for  I  wil  stonde  per-hj 

Vpon  my  lif  J>e  queue  wil  say  as  I  1016 

Laf  se  which  is  pe  proddesf  of  hem  alle 

J)af  wereth  on  a  kerchif  or  a  calle 

p&i  dar  seie  nay  of  ))af  I  shal  30U  teche 

laf  vs  goo  forj)  wiJ)-oute  lenger  speche  1020 

Tho  rowned  she  a  pistel  in  his  eere 

And  had  hym  to  he  glad  and  han  no  fere 

Whan  J)ei  he  coTwmen  to  fe  courte  Jis  knyjf 

Seide  he  had  holde  his  day  as  he  had  hijf  1024 

And  redy  was  his  answere  as  he  seide 

fful  mony  a  nohle  wif  and  mony  a  maide 

And  mony  a  "widowe  for  f  af  J>ei  he  wise 

'fe  quene  her  siK  sitting*  as  a  lustise  1028 
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Assembled  ben  ^is  answere  forto  beie 
And  afteie  pis  knyjf  was  bode  apere 
And  )>at*  ^e  knyjt*  shuldf  telle  in  audience 
To  eneiy  wijf  commmaonded  was  silence  1032 

whaf  ping  paV  worldly  wommen  louen  mesf      n<»f  i4s»  back] 
This  knygbf  ne  stode  not*  stille  as  do])  a  beesf 
Bul^  to  his  questioil  anofi  answerd 

wij  manly  vois  J>at«  al  fe  conrte  it*  berde  1036 

My  lege  lady  generally  qnod  be 
wommen  desiren  to  ban  souereynte 
As  wel  ouer  bir  busbond  and  ber  loue 
And  forto  be  in  maistrie  bym  aboue  1040 

Tbis  is  joure  most*  desire  J^ouje  ^e  me  kille 
Do^  as  jou  lisl^  I  am  bere  af  ^oure  wille 
In  al  )>e  conrte  ne  was  per  wif  ne  mayde 
Ke  wydowe  ^af  contraried  wbaf  be  saide  1044 

But*  seiden  be  was  wor))i  ban  bis  lif 
And  wij)  fat*  word  vp  sterf  fat*  old^  wif 
wbicb  fat*  fe  knygbt*  sey  sitting*  on  f e  grene 
Mercy  quod  sbe  my  souerey^  lady  queue  1048 

''  £r  fat  joure  courte  departe  do  me  ri3t* 
I  taugbt*  f  is  answere  vnto  f  is  kny3t* 
fifor  wbicb  be  plijte  me  bis  troytb^  fere 
fe  first*  f inge  I  wolde  of  bim  requere  1052 

He  wold  it*  doo  ^if  if  lay  in  bis  my^f 
Bifore  f e  court*  fan  prey  I  f e  sir  knyjt* 
Quod  sbe  fat*  f ou  me  take  vnto  f i  wiff 
ffor  wel  fou  woosf  fat*  I.  baue  kepte  fi  liff  1056 

If  I  sey  fals  seye  nay  vpon  f  i  faye 
f  is  kny^t*  answerd  alias  and  weleaway 
I  woot*  rijt*  wel  fat  sucb  was  my  bibest* 
ffor  goddis  loue  cbese  a  newe  request  1060 

Take  al  my  good  and  lat*  my  body  goo 
Kay  fan  quod  sbe  I  scbrewe  vs  bof e  twoo 
ffor  f ouje  fat*  I  be  foule  and  olde  and  poor 
I  nold  for  al  fe  metal  ne  for  ore  1064 
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])af  ynder  er])e  is  grau6  or  lit&  aboud 

But*  jif  Jat*  I  J>i  wif  were  Ancf  J>i  loue 

My  loue  quod  he  nay  my  d&mpn^iofi 

Alias  ])at*  eny  of  my  nacioil  1068 

Sbuld  euere  so  foule  ydisparaged  be  omtiui 

But*  al  for  noujt*  fe  ende  is  ])is  ])af  lie 

Gonstreyned  was  he  nedes  most"  her  wedde 

And  take))  ])is  olde  wif  and  gof  to  hedde  1072 

If  owe  wolden  somme  men  seyii  perauenture 

)}af  for  my  necligence  I  do  no  cure 

To  telle  30U  ])e  loie  and  fe  araye 

))af  af  >e  feesf  was  ))at<  ilk«  day  1076 

To  which  ))inge  shortly  answere  I  shal 

I  seie  ^er  nas  no  loye  ne  feeet*  at  afi 

fer  nas  but*  hevynesse  and  mochel  sorowe 

ITor  pnuely  he  wedded  hure  on  &  morowe  1080 

And  alday  aftere  hid  hym  as  an  owle 

60  woo  wets  him  his  wif  loked  so  foule 

Grete  was  pe  sorowe  ]>e  knyjf  had  in  his  poxx^if 

Whan  he  was  wif  his  wiff  a  bedde  broujf  1084 

He  walowe])  and  tume])  to  and  froo 

His  olde  wiff  laye  smyling*  euermoo 

And  seide  .0  dere  husbond  o  benedicite 

fare])  euery  knyjf  ])us  wi))  his  wif  as  je  1086 

Is  )>is  ]>e  lawe  of  king*  Arthures  hous 

Is  euery  knyjf  of  his  loue  )>us  dafigerous 

I  am  ^oure  owne  loue  and  eke  ^oure  wiff 

I  am  she  whidi  )>af  saued  ha))  ^oure  lif>  1092 

And  certes  jif  did  I  jou  neuere  vnrijf 

whi  fare  ^e  pna  wi))  me  f  e  firsts  nyjf 

3e  faren  lich  a  man  had  lost^  his  witte 

ffy  what*  is  my  gilf  for  goddes  loue  telle  if  1096 

And  it*  shal  ben  amended  if  I  may 

Amended  quod  ])is  kny^t*  nay  nay 

That*  wil  not*  bene  amended  neuere  moo 

\)0XL  art*  so  lo))ly  and  so  olcl  also  1100 
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And  ^erto  cominen  of  so  lowe  a  kinde 

)»at  no  wonder  is  pon^e  I  walowe  &  wynde 

So  woldd  god  my  lierte  wolde  bras 

Is  ^is  quod  she  }e  cause  of  joiue  ynresl^  1104 

)e  oerteinly  quo^  he  no  wondei^  is  vmtin,  ba^ 

Kow  sire  quod  she  I  con^e  amende  al  ^is 

If  ^f  me  list*  er  if  wera  daies  ^re 

So  wel  je  myjf  here  jou  vnto  me .  1 108 

IT  Buf  for  je  speken  of  such  gentilesse    IT  '^fo  teM  d«  aobOibM 

As  is  descended  out*  of  alle  ricchesse 

^af  ^erfore  shulden  30  be  gentile  men 

Such  errogannce  nys  nof  wor^  an  hefi  1112 

Loke  who  so  is  moosf  vertuous  alway 

Privey  and  aperte  and  best*  ende)  ay 

To  do  )>e  beste  dedis  ]»af  he  can 

And  take  him  for  ^[e]  grettesf  gentile  man  1116 

Of  criste  cleyme  we  oui^  gentylesse 

Kof  of  oure  elders  for  our  old  ricchesse 

ffor  ]K>u3e  y^  ^eue  vs  al  our  heritage 

fifor  which  we  cleyme  to  be  of  hie  parage  1120 

^it*  may  pei  nof  byquee])  for  no  )>ing* 

To  noon  of  ys  her  vertuous  lyuynge 

])af  made  hem  gentile  men  ycalled  be 

And  bad  vs  folowen  in  such  degre  1124 

wel  can  ]>e  wise  poete  of  florence 

)Kzf  highf  dafif  speke  in  )>is  sentence 

Lo  in  such  manere  Byrne  is  dantes  tale 

fEiil  seelde  Ypiisep  by  his  brounches  smale  1128 

Prowesse  of  man  for  god  of  his  prouesse 

wil  ^af  of  hym  we  clayme  our  gentilnesse 

ffor  of  oure  elders  may  we  no  ])ing<  clayme 

Buf  temporel  )>ing  ))af  man  may  hirt  and  mayme        1 132 

Eke  euery  wijf  wote  )>is  as  wel  as  I 

)>o  gentelesse  were  planted  naturelly 

Vnto  a  certeyn  lynage  doun  pQ  lyne 

Prive  and  aperf  )>an  wold  he  neuere  fyne  1136 
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To  dotL  of  gentelesse  ^e  fail'  office 

J>ei  myjten  do  no  vileny  or  vice 

Take  fire  and  beie  if  in  })e  derkest*  hons 

By-twix  ^is  and  the  monnf  of  Caucasous .  1 1 40 

And  laf  men  shette  pe  dooies  and  go  ^nne  ii«if  mi 

5it*  wol  )>e  fire  as  faire  lye  and  brenne 

A[8]  thowsand  men  mj^i?  it*  biholde 

His  office  natuiel  ay  wil  if  holde  1144 

Vp  perile  of  liff  til  faf  if  die 

Here  may  je  se  wel  how  Jaf  gentne 

Is  naf  annexed  to  possessiofi 

Si)>  folk  do  nof  her  operacioIL  11 48 

Al  waie  as  do]»  ])e  fire  lo  in  his  kinde 

fTor  god  if  wote  men  may  ful  often  fynde 

A  lordes  sone  doo  shame  and  vilenye 

And  he  ])af  wil  haue  price  of  his  gentne  1 152 

fTor  he  was  bom  of  a  gentile  hons 

And  had  his  elders  noble  and  Yeii!uovui 

And  nyl  him-seluen  do  no  gelitile  dedys 

Ke  folow  his  gentile  At^ncestre  ])af  dede  is  1156 

He  nys  naf  gentile  be  he  duke  or  erle 

ffor  vileyns  sinfiil  dedes  make  a  cheerle 

fTor  gentilnesse  nys  buf  reuenf  renome 

Of  fine  ancestres  for  hir  bewte  bounte  1 160 

Whiche  is  a  strong*  ]»ing<  for  pi  pe^'sone 

The  gentilesse  commef  from  god  alone 

Than  commeth  our  verrey  gentilesse  of  grace 

If  was  no  )>ingf  byque)»e  vs  wtt^  our  place  1164 

Thenke]>  howe  noble  as  sei^  Valerius 

Was  ]»ilk  Tullius  Hostilius 

)>af  ouf  of  pouerte  roos  to  hie  noblesse 

Ilede)^  Senek  and  rede])  eke  Boesse  1168 

fer  shtd  je  sene  expresse  fat  if  no  drede  is 

])af  he  is  gentile  )>at  do])  gentile  dedys 

And  ))erfore  dere  husbonde  I  yu8  conclude 

Al  were  if  ))af  myn  ancestres  were  rude  1 172 
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3if  xnaj  ^t*  hie  god  an  so  hope  I 

Giaunf  me  grace  to  lyue  yertaously 

Than  am  I  gentile  whan  ^af  I  bygynne 

To  lyuen  yertuonsly  and  leuen  sjnne  1176 

And  fer  as  je  of  pouerf  me  lepreue  DMf  itf,  badg 

The  hie  god  on  whom  )>at*  we  byleue 

In  wilful  pouerte .  chas  to  lede  his  lif        ^  m<a  a*  p«iip«rfo«t. 

And  certes  eueiy  man  bo^  maide  &  wiff  1180 

May  vndeistonde  Jhesu.  heuen  kinge 

Ke  wold  not*  chese  a  vicious  lyuynge 

Glad  pouerte  is  an  honesf  ]»ing<  certayfi 

This  wil  senek  and  opere  derkes  seyfi  1184 

Who  ])af  holte  him  paide  of  his  pouerte 

I  holde  him  riche  al  had  he  nou^f  serte 

He  ])af  coueite^  is  a  poor  wi^f 

ffor  he  wold  han  ])af  is  not*  in  his  myjt*  1188 

But*  he  ^f  noi^f  ha^  ne  keueite)>  to  haue 

Is  riche  al  ^ough  men  hold  him  but*  a  knaue 

Veney  pouerte  is  signs  proprely 

luuenal  [sai^]  of  pouerf  meiily  1192 

The  poor  man  whan  he  gof  by  pe  way 

Bifom  pe  penes  he  may  singe  and  play 

Pouerte  is  hatel  good  and  as  y  gesso 

A  fill  grete  bringer  out*  of  bysynesse  1 196 

A  grete  amendei*  eke  of  sapience 

To  him  ^f  lacke^  it*  in  pacience 

Pouerte  is  ^is  al  ^ough  if  seme  alenge 

Possessiofi  ^af  no  wijf  wil  chalenge  1200 

Pouerte  ful  often  whan  a  man  is  lowe 

Make^  his  god  and  eke  him  self  to  knowe 

Pouerte  in  spectacle  is  as  penkep  me 

^orowe  which  he  may  his  veney  firendes  see  1204 

And  )>eTfor  Bip  )>af  I  )ou  not*  greue 

Of  my  pouerte  no  more  me  repreue 

Now  sire  of  elde  je  repreue  me  ^  ir«te  a*  MMeCnte./ 

And  certes  sire  Jx)rowe  nofi  auctorite  1208 
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Wheie  in  no  boke  je  gentile  in  honour 

Seyn  paJ^  men  sbuld  an  olde  wif  do  fauour 

And  clepe  hui'  modeie  for  jonie  gentilneeee 

And  auctoun  shal  I  fynde  as  I  geese  1212 

Now  fete  je  seyn  ^t*  I  am  fonle  and  olde  OMfitf] 

Than  drede  jou  nof  to  bene  a  kokewoU 

ffoT  fil^  and  helde^  also  mote  I  thee  v^Jfr^^P^l 

Bene  grete  wardeyns  vpon  chastite  1216 

Buf  naj^eles  sij?  I  knowe  jonie  delite 

I  shal  fulfille  jooie  worldly  appetite 

Chese  nowe  quod  she  oon  of  J>isc  J^ingge^  twey 

To  ban  me  foule  and  olde  tU  ^  I  dye  1220 

And  be  to  )0u  a  trewe  humble  wiff 

And  neuere  }ou  displese  in  al  my  lif 

Or  ellis  je  wil  haue  me  jonge  and  faire 

And  take  jome  auenttoe  of  pe  tepaire  1224 

That*  shal  come  to  jouie  hous  bycanse  of  me 

Or  in  some  o^ere  place  wel  may  be 

Kowe  chese  jonie  selaen  wheper  jou  like^ 

This  knyghf  ayised  him  and  sor  akep  1228 

But*  af  ^  lasf  he  seide  in  ])is  manere 

My  lady «  and  my  loue  •  and  wif  so  dero 

I  putte  me  in  joure  wise  gooemaimce 

-Geiie^  jouie  self  whic&  may  be  most  plesaunce  1232 

And  most*  honour  to  jon  and  me  also 

I  do  no  force  pe  whefere  of  ]ie  two 

ffor  as  jon  like])  if  sufi^)»  me 

Than  haue  I  gote  of  30U  y  maistrie  quo&  she  1236 

Si])  I  may  chese  and  gouem  as  me  list* 

je  certes  wif  quod  he  I  holde  it*  for  pe  best* 

Kisse  me  quod  she  we  be  no  lenger  wro])e 

ffor  by  my  trou)>e  I  wil  be  to  jou  bo])e  1240 

j^Ib  is  to  seine  bo^  faire  and  goode 

I  prei  to  god  ))af  I  mot*  steruen  woode 

Buf  I  to  ^ott  be  as  sadde  and  trewe 

As  euere  was  wiff  sjp  yaV  p*  worl<l  was  newe  1244 
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And  but*  I  be  to  morow  as  fail'  to  sene 

As  eny  lady  Emperesse  or  qudne 

J?at«  is  by-twene  Je  Esf  and  eke  j)*  wesf 

do^  wi^  my  liff  and  dej>e  ri3t*  as  jou  lesf 

Cast*  Yp  pe  Curtyne  loke  how  if  Is 

And  whan  )>e  knyjf  sawe  al  ^is 

)}af  she  so  faiie  was  and  so  ;^onge  ferto 

ffor  ioie  he  henf  her  in  his  armes  twoo 

His  heitd  bathed  in  a  bath  of  blisse 

A  tJiauBand^  tyme  a  lowe  hire  gan  he  kisee 

And  she  obeied  him  in  euery  ])inge 

That*  myght*  done  hym  plesaunce  or  likinge 

And  ]»U8  fei  lyned  ynto  her  lyues  ende 

In  parfitt  loye  and  Jhemts  crisf  ts  sende 

Husbonde .  yonge .  meke  and  fresssh  abeddo 

And  grace  to  ouerlede  hem  ^f  we  wedde 

And  eke  I  prei  to  JheSB.  shorf  her  lyues 

That*  wil  nof  be  gouemed  by  her  wynes 

And  olde  and  angry  nygardf  and  dispence 

God  fiende  hem  sone  a  yerrey  pestilence 


1248 


1252 


DV8ML] 


1256 


1260 


1264 


IT  Thus  endtj)  fe  tale  of  ^e  wif  of  bath  / 
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And  here  bygynne])  )>e  prologe  of  p«  trere    [m  uo/i^a,  baek^ 

This  worfi  lymitowr  J>is  noble  fTrere  ^  J3e  prologe 

He  made  alway  louring^  cbere 
Vpon  fe  somnoMr .  but*  for  boneste 

No  vyleyns  -word  as  ^it*  speke  be  1268 

But*  at<  fe  last  be  seide  vnto  ^e  wif 
Dame  good  god  jeue  jou  rijt*  good  lyf» 
5e  ban  toucbed  bere  also  mote  I  tbe 
In  scole  matere  giete  difficulte  1272 

3e  ban  seide  mocbel  )»ing<  rijf  wel  I  seie 
But*  dame  bere  as  we  riden  by  ]>e  weie 
Vs  nedej)  nof  to  speken  but*  of  game 
And  late  auctoritees  a  goddes  name  1276 

To  precben  and  to  scole  eke  of  clel'gie 
Buf  jif  if  like  vnto  J>is  companye 
I  wil  jou  of  a  somnottr  telle  a  game 
Parde  I  may  wel  knowe  by  )>i  name  1280 

Tbaf  of  no  somnottr  may  no  good  be  seid 
I  prey  p&V  noon  of  30U  be  euel  apeidf 
A  somnotfr  is  a  lomere  vp  and  dot^n  peaf  147] 

Wi))  a  mendement  of  fomicacioz^n  1284 

And  is  ibete  at*  eueiy  townes  ende 
Oui'  boost*  ]>oo  spak<  a .  sire  je  sbuld  befi  bende 
And  Curteis  as  man  of  joni'  astaf 

In  company  we  wil  no  debate  1288 

Telle)>  joure  tale  and  lat*  p^  somnour  be 
Nay  quod  pe  somnotcr  laf  bim  say  to  me 
Wbaf  so  bim  lest*,  wban  if  comme^  to  my  lott 
Be  god  I-  sbal  bym  quyte  eueiy  grott  1292 

I  sbal  bim  telle  swicE  a  grete  honour 
If  is  to  be  a  flateryng*  lymytoui* 
And  eke  of  ful  mony  an  o)>eT  crime 
Wbicb  nedej)  nof  rebersen  af  pis  tyme  1296 

And  his  office  I  sbal  bym  telle  ywis 
Oui'  booste  answerd  pees  no  more  of  ])is 
And  afterward  he  seide  vnto  Je  frere 
Telle  forf  joure  tale  my  owen  maistei*  dere  1300 

t  Thus  ende])  fe  prologe  of  ])e  frere. 
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And 
here  begynne])  }e  fflreres  tale. 


w 


hilom  )>er  was  dwelling^  m  my  contre  IT  Tie  tale./ 
An  Archedeken  a  man  of  hie  degie 
That*  boldely  did  execusiofi 

In  ponysshing*  of  fomicaciofl  1304 

Of  Tfhich  ciafl?  and  eke  of  baudry 

Of  diffamaciofi  and  avoutiye 

Of  chirche  lenes  and  of  testamentee 

Of  contractes  and  of  lak  of  sacromentes  1308 

Of  Ysnie  and  symonye  also 

Buf  ceites  lecchouis  did  he  giettesf  woo 

j>ei  shnlden  syngen  if  ^ei  were  henf 

And  Smale  Tytheis  weren  fonle  shent  1312 

If  eny  person  wold  vpon  hem  pleyne 

per  myjt*  asterf  him  no  pecunyal  peyne 

ffor  smale  ty])es  and  eke  smale  offiinge 

He  made  )>e  puple  spitously  to  singe  1316 

ffor  e^  the  bisshope  kaujt*  hem  wi]»  his  hoke       Deaf  U7,  bMk] 

pei  weren  in  fe  Archedekens  boke 

And  )>an  had  he  ])OTOwe  his  luiisdictiofi 

Pouer  to  don  on  hem  correcciofl  1320 

he  had  a  somnoni'  ledy  to  his  hand 

A  sclyer  boye  was  non  in  engelond 

ffor  sotiUy  he  had  his  especiale 

That*  tai^f  hjm  where  ]>af  hym  myjf  availe  1324 

He  coude  spare  of  lecchours  on  or  twoo 

To  techen  hym  to  four  and  twenty^  moo  [i  ms  xxhih 

ffor  ^u^e  this  somnonr  wode  were  as  an  bare 

To  telle  his  harlotry  I  wil  not<  spare  1328 
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ffor  we  bene  oaf  of  her  coneccion 
pA  ban  of  TS  nofi  lurisdictioil 
Ne  neueie  shullen  teenne  of  al  her  lyues 
Petei'  80  bene  pQ  wommen  of  ])e  stewes  1332 

Quod  this  somnou r  ypnt*  ouf  of  our  cure 
Pees  wi^  meschaunce  and  wi])  misauentnre 
Thus  seide  our  hoosf  and  laf  hym  telle  Im  tab 
Now  telle^  for])  and  laf  ])e  somnour  gale  1336 

Ke  spareth  noi^f  myn  owne  Maistei'  dere 
This  fals  peet  piB  aonmour  quod  }e  frere 
Had  alway  baudes  redy  to  his  honde 
Ma  evLJ  hauke  to  lure  in  Engelonde  13iQ 

Thaf  telle  him  al  pe  secre  ^t  th^  knewe 
ffor  hure  arqueyntance  was  naf  eome  of  n^w^ 
])ei  weren  his  aprouers  prively 

He  toke  hym  sUf  a  gxete  prophete  ^by  1344 

His  maistere  knewe  nof  al  way  whaf  he  wan 
wi)H)uten  maundement*  of  a  lewde  man 
He  coude  sommon  vpeyn  of  cnstes  cms 
And  pei  were  inly  glad  to  fiUe  his  purs  lZi& 

And  made  hym  giete  fesiws  atte  nale 
And  ri^f  as  ludas  had  purees  smale 
And  was  a  ])eef  ri3f  such  a  ])eef  was  he 
His  xnaistei'  had  buf  half  his  dwete  1353 

He  was  jif  I  shal  jeuene  hym  his  laude  ViBf  mQ 

A  theef  and  eke  a  somnour  and  a  bawde 
He  had  eke  wenches  of  his  letenue 
Thaf  whedere  ^af  sir'  Eoberde  or  six'  hw«  13(^6 

Or  lohfi  or  rauf  or  who  ])af  if  were 
)iat  lay  by  hem  pei  tolde  if  in  his  eeire 
Thus  was  ye  wenche  and  he  of  on  aeaenf 
And  he  wolde  focche  a  feyned  maondemenf  1360 

And  somne  hem  to  ])e  chapitere  bo^  twoQ 
And  pille  ^e  man  and  laf  pe  wenche  goo 
Than  wold  he  sei  frend  I  shal  for  pi  sake 
To  sfaike  pe  ouf  of  oure  letters  blake  1364 
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pe  ther  no  more  as  in  p^a  caas  travaile 

I  am  ])i  frende  ^r  I  ^e  may  availe 

Certeyn  lie  knewe  of  bribeis  moo 

^n  possible  is  to  telle  30a  ynto  to/  136& 

ffor  in  ])is  worl<}  is  no  dc^ge  for  no  bowe 

])at*  knowe^  and  herf  deei'.  from  an  olde  bete  kowe 

^an  ])af  pia  somnour  knewe  a  sly  lecchovr 

Or  anoutei'  or  ellis  a  paramour'  1372 

And  for  ])af  was  pe  fruyte  of  al  ^e  rent* 

Therfore  on  hif  he  sette  al  his  entenf 

And  so  byfelle  ])af  ones  on  a  day 

This  somnour  euer  wayting*  on  his  pray  137^ 

Bode  forto  somne  an  old  wif  a  ribiba 

fifeynyng*  a  cause  for  he  wolcl  bane  a  bribe 

And  happed  ^f  he  sawe  to-fore  hjm  lide 

A  gey  jeman  -mdei^  a  forest*  side  1380 

A  bowe  he  bare  and  Arowes  brijf  and  kene 

He  had  ypon  a  courtepie  of  grene 

An  hatte  vpon  his  hede  wi])  stringges  Uake 

Sire  quod  ^is  somnour .  haile  and  wel  ytake  1384 

welcome  qnod  he  and  euery  good  felawe 

whidei'  ridest*  powe  ynder  ])ia  grene  wood  shawe 

Seide  plB  3einan  wilf  thou  fer  to-day 

This  somnour  hym  answer^  and  seide  nay  1388 

Here  fast*  by  quod  he  is  myne  entente  [iwf  i^Skbwk] 

To  riden  for  to  reisen  vp  a  rent* 

If  longe^  to  my  lordes  dewte 

Art  ^u  ^an  a  bailyf .  30  quod  he  1392 

He  durste  nof  for  verrey  fil])e  and  shame 

Say  ])af  he  was  a  somnotcr  for  ]»  name 

Depar-dieux  quod  pis  3eman  dere  broJ)3i* 

^u  art*  a  baillif  and  I  am  anojiez'  1396 

I  am  vnknowen  as  in  ])is  centre 

Of  ])ine  aqueyntaflce  I  wil  prey  ))e 

And  eke  of  brejierhede  if  ]>at*  ^u  last* 

I  haue  gold  and  sQuoi'  in  my  chest*  1400 
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jif  ])af  pe  happed  come  into  our  shire 

Al  shal  he  ])ine  ii3f  as  ]k>u  wold  desiie 

Graunte  meicy  quod  ])is  sonmour  hj  my  i&fe 

Eu^rech  in  o])eres  honde  his  tionj^e  Idfe  1404 

ffor  to  he  swoie  hrej^eren  to  pel  dye 

And  'wip  ya.if  woid  ^ei  ride  for])  her  wey 

This  somnour  vnp  ])af  was  as  fill  of  langles 

As  fol  of  yenyme  hefi  plae  waryangles  ,    1408 

And  euer  enquiring*  vpon  euery  jiinge 

Bro^r  quod  he  whei'  is  jour  dwellinge 

Ano^er  day  if  I  8hul<}  )ou  seche 

fiB  jeman  him  answen)  in  soft^  sped!  1412 

Bro])er  quod  he  ferre  in  ^e  nortb  centre 

Whei'  as  I  hope  somtyme  I  shal  fe  See 

Or  we  departe  I  shal  ]>e  so  wel  wisse 

^at*  of  myn  hous  shalf  ]k>u  neuere  mysse  1416 

Now  hrojjere  quod  ph  somnour  I  30U  pray 

Teche  me  while  we  riden  hy  pe  waye 

Sip  |)af  30  hene  a  halif  as  am  I 

Somme  suhtilite  telle  me  fei^fully  1420 

In  myn  office  howe  ^af  I  may  most  Wynne 

And  spaie^  nof  for  conscience  ne  synne 

But*  as  my  hro^re  telle  me  howe  doo  je . 

Kowe  hy  my  treu])e  hrojyere  dere  seide  he  1424 

As  I  shal  tellen  ^e  a  feipfvl  tale  vmiim 

My  wages  he  ful  streif  and  smale 

My  lorde  is  hard  to  me  and  daungerous 

And  myn  office  fol  lahorous  1428 

And  ])6rfore  hy  extorcions  y  lyue 

ffor  so^  I  [take]  al  ^f  men  wil  me  jeue 

Algate  hy  sdeyghf  or  yiolence 

l&om  3eer  to  jeer  I  wynne  al  my  dispence  1432 

I  can  no  hotter  tellen  feijifully 

Now  certes  quod  pla  somnour  so  fare  I 

I  spare  nof  to  take  god  if  wote 

Buf  3if  if  he  to  hevy  or  to  hote  1436 
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Whaf  I  may  gete  in  ooimseile  priveily 

No  manei'  conscience  of  ^af  hane  I 

Ner  myn  extoicioa  I  myjf  not*  lyuen 

Of  sache  lapes  nyl  I  nof  be  shiynen 

Stomake .  ne  for  conscience  ne  knowe  I  non 

I  schiewe  pvse  shiiff  fadeis  eu6rechofi 

Wei  ben  we  mette  by  god  and  by  seinf  lame 

Bat<  lene  htoper  telle  me  ^an  ])i  name 

Qno^  ^is  somnof^r  in  ^\b  mene  while 

pia  3eman  gan  a  litel  forto  smyle 

Broker  qnod  he  wiltow  p&if  I  ^e  telle 

I  am  a  feende  my  dwellyng*  is  in  helle 

And  here  I  ride  aboute  my  jmrchasing* 

To  wete  wheia  men  woUen  3eue  me  eny  ])ing* 

My  ptcrchace  is  to  fette  of  i^  my  rent* 

lioke  how  yon  ridesf  for  ^e  same  entente 

To  Wynne  good  ^ou  recchesf  nof  howe 

R^t*  so  fare  I  for  ride  wolcl  I  nowe 

Ynto  }e  worldes  eende  for  a  preye « 

A  quod  ])is  somnotir  ban^icite  what*  30  soie 

I  wende  je  were  a  jeman  trewly 

^e  han  a  mannes  shappe  as  wel  as  I 

Han  90  a  figure  yasi  det^rmynate 

In  belle  per  je  bene  in  ^our  estate 

Nay  eerteynly  qnoj^  he  fere  bane  we  noon 

Bnf  whan  ts  like^  we  can  take  ys  oon 

Or  ellis  make  jon  seme  we  bene  shape 

Somtyme  a  man  or  like  an  ape 

Or  like  an  anngel  can  I  ride  or  goo 

If  is  no  wondei'  ]ying*  pon^e  if  be  so 

A  lousy  logelonr  can  desceyue  pe 

And  parde  jif  can  I  more  craff  ^an  he 

Why  quo])  Jns  somnotir  ride  30  ])an  or  goU 

Insondiy  shappe  and  nof  alway  in  oon 

ffor  we  quod  he  wil  vs  in  suck  forme  make 

As  mosf  able  is  our  praies  forto  take 
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What*  make^  30a  to  han  al  ^is  labour 

fful  monj  a  canse  leeue  sir*  aomnoi^r 

Seide  pia  feende  but*  al  ping  ha^  tyme 

The  day  is  short*  and  it*  is  passed  pTime  1476 

And  }it*  ne  wanne  I  no  Jiinge  in  ^is  day 

I  wil  entende  to  wynnyng*  jif  I  may 

And  nat*  entende  our  wittes  to  declare 

ffor  bro])er  myne  pi  Tfitte  is  alto  bare  1480 

To  vnderstonde  poujQ  I  tolde  hem  pe 

But*  for  Jowe  askesf  whi  labottren  we 

ffor  somtyme  be  we  goddes  instrumented 

And  menes  to  do  his  comaundemente^  1484 

Whan  ])at*  him  list*  ypon  his  creatures 

In  dyuers  actes  and  in  dyuers  figures 

Wit^uten  hym  we  han  no  myjt*  certeyn) 

3if  pB,V  him  list*  to  stonden  ])er  ajein  1488 

And  some  tyme  at*  oui*  pray  han  we  leue 

Only  pe  body  and  nat*  pe  soule  greue 

Witnesse  on  lob  whom  Jaf  we  diden  woo 

And  somtyme  han  we  m;^t*  of  boJ)[e]  two  1493 

^is  is  to  seyn  of  soule  and  body  eke 

And  somtyme  we  bene  suffered  forto  seke 

Ypon  a  man  and  do  his  soule  yniesf 

And  nat*  his  body  and  al  is  for  ^e  best*  1 496 

Whan  he  wttAstondef  our  temptaciofi  ctoaf  isej 

If  is  a  cause  of  [his]  saluaciofl 

Al  be  it*  fat*  if  was  nof  our  entenf 

He  shulde  be  sauf  buf  faf  we  woldl  hym  henf  1500 

And  somtyme  be  we  seruataites  vnto  man 

As  pe  erchbisshope  seinf  dunstan 

And  to  pe  appostels  seruaimte  was  I 

)if  tellef  me  quod  pe  eomnour  feij>fully  1504 

Make  )e  30U  newe  bodies  pua  alway 

Of  elementz  pe  feende  answer^  nay 

Somme  tyme  we  feyne  and  somtyme  we  arise 

Wif  dede  bodies  in  ful  sondiy  wise  1508- 
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And  speke  as  lesonably  and  faiire  weH 

As  to  ^  PMionessa .  did  samueH 

And  )if  wil  somme  men  say  if  was  not*  he 

I  doo  no  fors  of  joni©  dyvynite  1512 

But*  oon  ^ing*  wame  I  )^  I  wil  nof  Tape 

Thow  wilt*  algates  witte  howe  we  be  shape 

)X>a  shalf  here  afterwani  my  bio^  dere 

Come  )^r  ]>e  nede^  nat*  of  me  to  leie  1516 

ffor  ^oa  shalf  be  fme  owne  experience 

Come  into  pQ  Chaiere  rede  ^is  sentence 

Bette  ])an  viigil  while  he  was  a  13010 

Or  Dante  also  now  laf  vs  ride  blyue  1520 

ffor  I  wil  hold  company  wi^  ^e 

Til  if  be  so  ])af  ])ou  forsake  me 

Nay  quod  pia  somnour  ])af  shal  nof  betide 

I  am  a  jeman  knowe  is  fnl  wide  1524 

Mi  tronfe  wil  I  holde  to  ])e  as  in  ])is  cas 

ffor  ])ei  you  were  fe  deuel  Sathanaa 

My  troujje  wil  I  holde  to  my  bro^r 

As  I  am  sworn  and  eche  of  ys  to  o])ei'  1528 

ffor  to  be  trewe  bro)«r  in  ^is  caas 

And  broker  we  goon  to  our  puichas 

Take  fon  yi  parte  whaf  men  wil  po  jeue 

And  I  shal  myne  fva  may  we  bo])[e]  lyue  1532 

And  3if  ^af  eny  of  ys  haue  more  ^an  ofore        [iMif  i50,bMkj 

Laf  him  be  trewe  and  parf  if  with  his  broj^er 

I  groimte  qnod  fo  dead  be  my  £Eiy 

And  vnp  ])af  word  ])ei  ryden  forth  her  way  1536 

And  ri^f  af  ]»e  enteringe  of  ])e  townes  ende 

To  whi<A  fe  sompnour  shope  hym  for  to  wende 

^i  sey  a  carf  ])af  charged  was  wip  hay 

Which  Jaf  a  carter  droof"  forj  on  his  way  1540 

Depe  was  po  way  for  which  pe  carte  stoode 

This  Carter  smote  and  stroof  as  he  were  woode 

Haite  broke  haite  scotte  whaf  spare  we  for  p*  stonys 

P^  feende  qnod  he  )on  fecche  bo^  body  and  bcnys       1544 
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As  ferforjly  as  euere  were  je  foled/ 

So  moche  woo  as  I  haue  for  30U  tholed 

])e  deuel  haue  aH  bo])  hois  and  carte  aiid  hay 

Jyou^t*  this  somnot^r  here  shul  we  haue  a  plaj  1548 

And  nere  ^e  feende  he  drouje  as  nau^f  ne  were 

flful  priueyly  and  rooned  in  his  eere 

Harken  my  broJ>er  herken  be  fi  feij> 

Herestow  nat*  howe  ]>e  carter  sei^  1552 

Hent*  if  anofi  for  he  h&p  ^euen  fe 

Bo)y  hey  and  carte  and  eke  his  caples  )>ie 

JN^ay  quod  fe  deuel  god  wote  neuer  a  dele 

If  is  nof  his  entenf  trusf  me  wele  1556 

Aske  hym  fi  silf  ^if  ^ou  nof  trestest  me 

Or  ellis  stinf  a  while  and  fovL  shalt  Se 

This  Carter  thakked  his  hois  on  ))e  croupe 

And  pei  bygonne  to  drow6  and  to  stoupe  1560 

Haite  nowe  quod  he  ^af  Ikesu.  cnsf  jou  blisse 

And  al  his  hond  werk  hop  more  and  lesse 

That  was  wel  twite  myn  owne  lyarde  boy 

I  prey  god  saue  J^e  and  seinf  loye  1564 

Now  is  my  carte  ouf  of  f  e  sclough  pa?'de 

lo  broJ>er  quod  fe  feend .  and  whaf  told!  I  J>e 

Here  may  30  se  myne  owne  dere  hropere 

fe  Carle  spak*  00  pinge  buf  he  poM^if  axioper  1568 

laf  vs  go  forjj  abouten  our  viage  [lerf  isi] 

Here  wynne  I  no  Jinge  vpon  cariage 

Whan  J>af  f  ei  commen  somwhaf  ouf  of  J>°  town 

This  somnour  to  his  brojier  gan  to  rot^ii  1572 

Erojyer  quod  he  here  'wonnep  an  olde  rebekke 

])af  had  ahnosf  as  leof  to  lese  her  nekke 

As  forto  jeue  a  peny  of  hire  good . 

I  wil  haue  xij.  pans  povL^Q  )>af  she  be  wode  1576 

Or  I  wil  somne  hure  to  our  office 

And  jif  good  woote  of  hure  knowe  I  no  vice 

£uf  for  ^u  cansf  naf  as  in  p\s  contree 

Wynne  ]»i  cosf  take  here  ensample  of  me  158Q 
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This  sonmot^r  knokke])  af  }>e  wydons  gate 
Come  out*  he  seide  ])ou  olde  viritate 
I  ixowe  jK)u  hasf  somme  frere  or  preest  yrith  fe 
Who  clappeth  per  seide  Jjis  wif  bencdicite  1584 

Grod  saue  30a  sii'  what*  is  ^ouie  swete  wille 
I  haue  quod  he  to  somne  )>e  here  a  bille 
Vp  peyne  of  corsinge  loke  Jat«  f  ou  be 
To-moTowe  by-fom  our  Aichedeken  kne  1588 

To  answere  to  pe  courte  of  certeyn  Jingges 
Now  Ion)  quod  she  crisf  Thegn  king*  of  kiugges 
So  wislj  heipe  me  as  I  ne  may 

I  haue  be  8ik<  and  p&if  fill  mony  a  day  1592 

I  may  nof  goo  so  ferre  quod  she  ne  ride 
Buf  I  be  dede  so  pricke])  if  in  my  side 
May  I  nof  axe  a  libeH  Sii'  somnot^r 
And  answere  Jere  by  my  procuratowr  1596 

To  suche  a  J^inge  as  men  wolden  opposen  me 
3is  quo])  this  sonmoui'  pay  anofi  late  See 
xij  penys  to  me  and  I  wil  fe  aquite 
I  shal  no  piofif  ban  )>erby  but  lite  1600 

My  nudster  h&p  fe  prophete  and  nat  I 
.  Come  and  laf  me  riden  hastely 
.  ^ue  me  .xij  pans  I  may  no  lenger  tarye 
X3j.  quod  she  lady  seinte  Marye  1604 

So  wisly  helpe  [me]  ouf  of  care  and  synne         Omt  isi,  udc] 
J>is  wide  world  fon^e  I  shuld  if  wynne 
Ne  haue  I  nof  xij  pens  wij>-in  my  holde 
Je  knowe  wel  faf  I  am  poor  and  olde  1 608 

Kithe  30ure  ahnesse  on  me  poor  wrecch^ 
nay  ]»tn  qaop  he  pe  foule  fende  me  fecchd 
5if  I  ])e  excuse  ]k>i^o  fou  shulde  be  spilf 
Alias  qtiod  she  god  wote  I  haue  no  gilf  1612 

Pay  me  quod  he  or  by  the  swete  Anne 
As  I  wil  here  away  pi  newe  panne 
ffor  dette  which  ]h)u  owesf  me  of  olde 
Whan  ])af  poxx  made  ^ine  husbond  kukwold  1616i 
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I  paide  af  home  for  ^i  correctiofi 

]>oa  lixte  quod  she  be  mj  saluaciofi 

Ke  was  I  neueie  or  nowe  widowe  ne  wi£^ 

gonmed  Tiito  jouie  coorie  in  al  my  liff  1620 

Ne  neoere  I  nas  buf  of  my  body  tzewe 

Ynto  )>e  deuel  blake  &  rowe  of  hwe 

5eae  I  pi  body  and  my  panne  also 

And  whan  ye  deuel  heni  her  cuiee  soo  /  1624 

Vpon  her  knees  he  seide  in  ^is  manere 

Kow  mabely  myfi  owne  modern  deie 

Is  ])is  30u[r]  wiH  in  emest*  ])af  je  seye 

))e  deuel  quod  she  fette  hym  er  he  deye  1628 

And  pan  and  al  but*  he  wil  hym  repent* 

Nay  olde  stott  ]iat*  is  nof  myn  entente 

Quod  piB  somnour  for  to  repente  me 

ffoT  eny  ])ing«  ^af  I  haue  had  of  ^e  1632 

I  wol<}  I  had  ^i  smokke  and  eueiy  clojm 

Nowe  bro]^er  quod  pe  deuel  be  nof  wrotft 

^i  body  and  pis  panne  is  myil  by  ri3t< 

)k)u  shalf  wi])  me  to  helle  ^it  to-nyjf  1636 

Where  ^u  shalt*  knowe  of  oui'  priuete 

More  feai  a  maist^  of  diuinite 

And  Yap  p&V  wor<)  ^is  foule  fende  hym  henf 

Body  and  soule  he  with  pe  deuel  wenf  1640 

Wher  pai^  somnours  han  her  heritage  pMfia] 

And  god  ])af  made  aftei'  his  ymage 

Man-kinde  saue  and  gyde  vs  al  and  some 

And  lene  ])is  somnour  good  man  to  bycome  1644 

Loidingge^  I  cou])e  han  told  30U  quod  pia  frere 

Had  I  had  leisere  for  ^is  somnour  here 

Aftere  pe  text< .  crist .  paule  and  lohn 

And  of  oure  opere  doctot^rs  mony  on  1C48 

Which  peynes  ^af  30U1'  hertes  myjf  agrtse 

Al  be  if  so  no  tunge  may  deuise 

Jouje  J)af  I  myjf  a  'Ml.  wyntei*  telle 

^e  peynes  of  ]>ilk*  ct^rsed  hous  of  helle  1653 
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But*  forto  kepe  ys  from  ^at*  cursed  place 

Wake])  and  pieietk  Ihetni  for  liis  grace 

So  kepe  ys  fro  ])e  temptot^r  sathanas 

Herkene^  }\b  wo»}  beji  war^  as  i»  ]>t8  cas  1656 

fe  lyon  sitte  in  his  awaite  alwa j 

To  sdee  ]>e  Innocent*  jif  ])af  he  may . 

Dispose])  ay  30016  hextes  to  wi)»tendf 

fe  fende  ]Mit*  300  wold  make  fiel  and  bond  1660 

He  may  not*  tempten  30U  oner  3001^  myjt* 

ffor  crist  wil  be  300x6  champion  and  kny3t* 

And  preie])  ])at*  J^is  somnour  hym  repent* 

Of  his  mysdede  ex  ^f  f^  fende  hym  hent*  1664 

IT  Thns  6nde)»  )»e  frere  his  tale. 
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IT  And  hi^re  bygynne^  ye  prologe  of  ]f* 


£m  IflS&l 


This  sonmour  in  his  stirop  hije  stode 
Vpon  ^is  frere  his  heite  was  so  wode 
J^af  like  an  aspen  leef  he  quoke  for  Ire 
Loidingges  quod  he  buf  oo  ^inge  I  desiie 
I  30a  biseche  ])af  of  3oai'  curtesie 
Si])ens  3e  han  herde  this  &ls  frere  lye 
As  sof&e  me  I  may  a  tale  telle 
]>is  frere  boosteth  ])af  he  knowe])  hella 
And  god  woote  if  is  litel  wondere 
f&eres  and  feendes  bene  buf  lite  asonie 
ffor  porde  ^e  han  oft*  tyme  herd  telle 
How  ])af  a  frere  rauysshed  was  in  helle 
In  spirit*  ones  by  A  visiovn 
And  as  an  aungel  lad  him  yp  &  dot^n 
To  shewen  him  the  peynes  J)af  fer  were 
In  aH  ^e  place  segh  he  not*  a  frere 
Of  ojer  folk*  he  segfi  ynow  in  woo 
Vnto  yia  aungel  speke  ]»e  frere  ])oo 
Nowe  sire  quod  he  han  &eres  suche  grace 
)>at*  noon  of  hem  shal  come  to  fis  place 
3is  quo])  pia  aungel  mony  a  mylioe^n 
And  vnto  Sathanas  he  lad  hym  doun 
And  now  haf  sathanas  sei)»  he  a  tale 
Braddef  psm  of  pe  Carike  is  a  saile 
hold  yp  pi  taile  ])ou  §athanas  quo^  he 
Showe  for])  pine  ers  and  lat*  pQ  frere  see 
Wher  is  ^e  nest*  of  freres  in  ])is  place 
And  er  ])an  half  a  forlonge  wey  of  space 
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Sj^f  as  been  swennen  outf*  of  an  hyye 

Oaf  of  fe  deuels  eis  ]>ei  gon  drive 

xx^.  tlioii8an<}  fieres  on  a  route 

And  J?oaghf  helle  swanne  al  abonte  1696 

And  commen  ajein  as  fasf  as  yei  mowe  gofi 

And  in  his  eis  pei  crepten  euereehofi 

He  dapte  his  taile  ajein  and  lay  stilla 

This  frere  whan  he  loked  had  his  fills  1700 

Ypon  fise  tmmentz  of  pis  sory  place 

His  spiret'  god  restored  of  his  grace 

Ynto  his  body  ajein  and  he  awoke 

Buf  na]yelees  for  fere  ^if  he  quoke  1704 

So  was  ye  deueles  ers  ay  in  his  mynde 

which  is  his  heritage  of  Teney  kinde 

God  sane  you  alle  saue  ^is  cursed  tiere 

My  prologe  wil  I  ende  in  )»is  manere  1708 

IT  Thns  ende)»  >e  pn?loge  of  ye  somnour 
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And  here  bygynne])  >e  somiUKir  tale 

LOrdyngges  )»er/  is  in  york-shiie  as  I  gesse  Hmt  iss] 

A  meish  J  contray  called  holdemesse 
lu  whicfi  pere  went*  a  lymitottr  aboute 
To  pieche  and  eke  to  begge  it*  is  no  doute  1712 

And  so  byfelle  ])af  on  a  day  ^is  fieie 
Had  preched  atte  chirc&  in  piB  manere 
And  specialy  abouen  eueiy  ^inge 

Excited  he  ])e  puple  in  his  piechinge  1716 

To  trentales  and  [to  ^eue]  for  goddis  sake 
TherwiJ)  men  my3t0  holy  howses  make 
Ther  as  dyuyne  seruyse  is  honoured 
Nonjf  pere  as  if  is  waasted  and  denonred  1720 

Nq  peie  if  nede]»  nof  forto  be  3eae 
As  to  possessoures  ^f  may  ellis  lyue 
Thonked  be  god  in  wele  and  habundat^nce 
Trentales  seide  he  delyuere])  fro  penat^nce  1724 

Her  frendes  soules  as  wel  olde  as  yonge 
3if  ^af  ^i  bene  hastely  ysonge 
Nou^f  forto  holde  a  preesf  loly  and  gay 
He  synge^  nof  buf  oon  masse  on  a  day  1728 

Delyueie^  ouf  quod  he  anofi  pe  soules 
fiul  hard  if  is  wi]»  flesshhoke  eiper  with  oulys 
Nul  spede  30U  hastely  for  cristes  eake  1732 

To  kepe  30U  from  peynes  of  fendes  blake  1731 

And  whan  fe  frere  had  seide  al  his  entente 
WiUi  qui  cum  pafre  forf  he  wente 
Whan  folk  in  chiiche  had  jeue  hym  whaf  heni  lest 
He  wenf  his  way  no  lenger  woldf  he  resf  1736 
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Wi]»  scrippe  and  tapped  staf  tukked  fol  Ue 

In  euery  hous  he  gan  to  pore  and  prie 

And  beggej)  mele  or  chese  or  ellis  com 

His  felawe  had  a  staf  tipped  ynf  horfi  1740 

A  paire  of  tables  of  yuorie 

And  a  poyntel  polsshed  fetislj 

And  ir[r]ote  alwaj  ])e  names  yer  he  stode 

And  all6  folk  ^at<  jaue  hym  eny  goode  1744 

Ascannce  as  he  wol<}  for  hem  preye  Om^  tss^tMk] 

3if  TS  a  busshel  whete .  malt*  or  reye 

A  goddys  kechil  or  a  trippe  of  chese 

A  bosshel  malt*  or  ellis  of  peese  1748 

A  goddys  half  peny  or  a  masse  penye 

Or  jene  vs  of  30Tire  [bran]  jif  ye  haue  enye 

A  dagon  of  jour  blanket*  leue  dame 

Our  soster  deer  loo  here  I  write  ^oui'  name  1752 

Bacon  or  beef  or  sacB  ^inge  as  je  finde 

A  sturdy  harlol^  went*  alway  behinde 

])at  was  her  hoostes  man  and  here  a  sak* 

And  whaf  men  3aue  hym  leide  if  on  his  bak^  1756 

And  whan  he  was  out*  of  fe  door  anoft 

He  pleyned  away  \}e\  names  euerechoft 

])at<  he  bifom  had  writen  in  his  tables 

He  serued  [hem]  wi])  nyfels  and  wi^  fiftbles  1760 

Nay  ]ier-In  fa  lixt*  somnour  quod  fe  frere 

Pes  quod  oure  boost*  for  cristes  modere  dere 

Telle  for]»  pi  tale  and  spare  it*  nof  at  aH 

ffor  hym  ne  fbr  noon  o^ere  what  so  fiaH  1764 

So  longe  he  went*  hous  by  hous  til  he 

Come  to  an  hoiis  fet  he  was  wont*  to  be 

Befresshed  more  ])an  in  an  .G.  places 

Seke  lay  fe  good  man  ^af  of  the  place  es  /  1768 

Bedred  ypon  a  couche  lowe  he  lay 

Deua  hie*  quod  he .  o  thomas  frende  good  day 

Seide  piB  frere  curtesly  and  soff 

Thomas  god  jeelc}  30U  wel  oft  1772 
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Haue  I  ypon  fis  benche  faien  ful  wele 

Here  haue  I  eten  mony  a  mery  mele 

And  from  fe  benche  he  droof  away  y  catt* 

And  leide  a  doune  his  potent*  and  his  hatf  1776 

And  eke  his  scripte  and  sette  hym  soft  adoun 

His  felawe  was  go  walked  in  to  ^e  toun. 

ffor])  wi]>  his  knaue  into  p&if  hostclerye 

Where  as  he  shope  hym  ]>ilke  ny3f  to  lye  1780 

0  dere  Maistei'  quod  ^is  sika  man  umtiuj 
How  haue  je  fam  uip  )>af  march  bygan 

1  segh  30U  noujf  ])is  fourtenyjf  day  and  more 

God  wote  quod  he  labowred  haue  I  ful  sore  1784 

And  specialy  for  fi  saluacioS 

Haue  I  seide  mony  a  precious  orisoll 

And  for  our  o^r  frendes  god  hem  blesse 

I  haue  piB  day  ben  at*  ^our  chirch  at  messe  1788 

And  seide  a  sermon  afbei'  my  symple  witte 

Not*  al  af tere  fe  text*  of  holy  writte 

ffor  if  is  hard  to  30U  as  I  suppose 

And  ])erfore  I  wil  teche  30U  al  pe  glose  1792 

Glosinge  is  glorious  )}ing*  certeyfi 

ffor  letters  sLop  so  as  we  derkes  seyfl 

There  haue  I  taught*  hem  to  be  charitable 

An^  spende  her  good  pet  it*  is  resonable  1796 

And  per  I  seghe  our  dame  a  where  is  she 

^ondere  in  pe  jerde  I  trowe  she  be 

Saide  ])is  man  and  she  wil  come  anofi 

£y  maistei'  welcome  be  30  be  seinf  lohfi  1800 

Seide  f  is  wiff  how  fisure  30  hertely 

This  frere  Tiaep  vp  wel  curteisly 

And  hure  enbrase])  in  his  armes  narowe 

And  kisse])  hure  swetely  aiid  chirke])  as  a  sparowe       1804 

Wi])  his  lippes .  dame  quod  he  ri3t*  wel 

As  he  peA?  is  30^^  seruat^nte  euery  deti 

Thonked  be  god  pB,if  30U  3af  soule  and  lifi 

Jit*  sey  I  not*  Jis  day  so  faire  a  wiff  1808 
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In  al  fe  chnrclie  god  so  sane  me 

3e  god  amende  aH  fantes  sii'  quo^  she 

Algates  welcome  be  je  by  my  fay 

Giannf  mercy  dame  ])is  bane  I  fonde  alway  1812 

But*  of  jonre  grete  goodnesse  be  ^our  lene 

I  wold  prey  jou  Jat*  ^e  nold  not*  gteue 

I  wil  wi]>  tbomas  speke  a  litel  tbrowe 

Tbise  Cniatours  bene  ful  necligent*  and  sclowe  1816 

To  grope  tenderly  a  conscience  o«rfiM.i»ek] 

In  sbrift*  in  precbing*  is  my  diligence 

And  stody  in  peter  wordes  and  poules 

I  walke  and  fissb^  cristen  mennys  soules  1820 

To  jeelde  Ihera  bis  propre  rent* 

To  speke  bis  wordes  is  al  myn  entenf 

Kowe  by  joure  feij>  dere  maister*  qwod  sbe 

Chide])  bim  wel  for  seint6  trinite  1824 

He  is  as  angiy  as  a  pisse  myie 

pOMje  ]>at*  be  bane  al  ]7af  be  can  desire 

fou^e  I  wrie  bym  on  nyjt*  and  make  bym  waime 

And  on  bym  lay  my  legge  or  myn  arme  1828 

He  gronef  licb  onre  boor  fat  lief  in  fe  stie 

Ofer  disport"  of  bim  non  baue  I 

I  may  not*  plese  bim  in  no  manere  cas 

0  Tbomas  leo  tous  dye .  tbomas  tbomas  1832 
Tbis  makef  fe  fende  tbis  wil  be  amended . 

Ire  is  a  f inge  fat/  bie  god  baf  defended 

And  f  crof  wil  I  speke  a  word  or  twoo 

N'ow  maifitcr  quof  fe  wif  er  fat*  I  goo  1838 

Wbat*  wil  je  dyne  I  wil  goo  f  eraboute 

Now  dame  quo^  be  leo  vons  dye  sanz  doute 

bane  I  of  a  Capon  non^f  but  f  e  lynere 

And  of  joure  softa  brede  but*  a  sbjruere  1840 

And  aflere  fat*  a  rosted  pigges  bede 

But*  fat*  I  nolde  for  me  no  beest*  were  dede 

fan  bad  I  wif  30U  bomely  suffisaunce 

1  am  a  man  of  litel  sustynaunce  184"^ 
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My  spirit  h&f  [his]  fostring*  in  fe  bible 

fe  body  is  ay  so  redy  and  so  penyble 

To  wake  ))at*  my  stomak*  is  destroied 

I  pm  )oa  dame  be  ^e  noujt^  anoyed  1848 

poxije  I  frendly  to  jou  my  counsail  sbewe 

By  god  I  nold  not  telle  if  it*  but*  a  fewe 

Nowe  sii0  qtiod  she  but*  oo  word  er  je  goo 

My  childe  is  dede  within  ^ise  wekes  twoo  1852 

Sone  aftei'  )ratf  ^e  wenten  out*  of  ^is  toun  Omt  usi 

His  def  I  segh  by  leuelacioun 

Seide  ^is  frere  at*  home  in  oni  dortour 

I  dar  wel  seyn  er  ))at*  half  an  honre  1856 

Aftere  his  dep  I  segll  hym  bom  to  blisse 

In  myn  avisiofi  god  me  so  wis 

So  dyd  our  Sexten  and  our  fermerer« 

J^af  ban  bene  trewe  freres  .L  jere  1860 

])ei  may  now  god  by)K>nke  of  his  lone 

Maken  hir  luble  and  walken  alone 

And  yp  I  aroos  and  att  our  couent*  eke 

Wi])  mony  a  tere  trilling*  ypon  our  cheke  1864 

Wi]H>ute  noys  of  clateryng*  of  bellys 

Te  deum .  was  our  songe  and  no  ))ing*  ellys 

Saue  faif  to  crist  I  seide  an  orisofi 

Thonkinge  hym  of  my  leuelaciofi  1868 

ffor  sii*  and  dame  treste]?  me  rijt*  wel 

Our  orisons  bene  more  efifectueH 

And  more  we  seen  of  cristes  secre  ]>ingges 

j)an  borel  folk^  or  ^ouje  pel  were  kingges  1872 

We  lyue  in  pouerte  and  in  abstinence 

And  burel  folk*  in  ricchesse  and  in  dispenoe 

In  mete  and  drink*  and  her  foule  delite 

We  ban  fia  worldly  lust*  al  in  dispite  1876 

^  Lazarus  and  Diues .  liveden  dyuersly 

And  dyuers  guardon  had  pQi  perhj 

Who  so  wil  prey  most  fast  and  be  clene 

And  faf  his  soule  and  make  his  body  lene  1880 
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We  faren  as  seip  ye  apostel .  dofe  and  fode 

Suffise])  T8  fovLje  )»ei  be  not<  ful  goode 

The  clannes  and  ]>e  fEisting*  of  ts  freres 

Make)»  ))af  criste  accepte]>  onr  preieres  1884 

Loo  Moyses  fourty  dales  arid  fourty  nyjt* 

ffast*  or  fe  hie  god  of  myjt* 

Spak*  wi]>  him  in  fe  Mounfc'  synay 

Wi]>  empty  woombe  of  fasting*  mony  a  day  1888 

Besceyned  he  ]>e  law  ])at*  was  writen/  [iMf  iss,  back] 

wi]>  goddys  fyngere  and  hely  wil  ^e  witen 

In  monnf  Oreb  er  he  had  eny  speche 

Wif  hie  god  ]>at*  Ib  oui  saules  leche  1892 

he  fast*  longe  and  was  in  contemplance 

Aaron  pai?  had  )»e  temple  in  gouemaunce 

And  eke  ^e  o]>er  preestes  euerechofi 

Into  ])e  temple  whan  ^ei  shnld  gofi  1896 

To  piey  for  ]>e  puple  and  to  do  seruise 

fei  nold  drinke  in  no  manere  wise 

Ko  drink*  which  ];at*  hem  dronke  myjf  make 

But*  fei  in  abstinence  prey  and  wake  1900 

lest  ))at*  ^1  diden  take  hede  what^  I  saye 

Bat*  ^i  be  sobre  ]>at*  for  ^  puple  praye 

war  ^af  I  seie  no  more  for  it*  suffise])  / 

Our  lorde  Ihesu  as  holy  writte  deuyse))  1904 

)af  YS  ensample  of  fastinge  and  preiers 

Therfore  we  mendenat^ntz  we  sely  freres 

Be  wedde  to  pouerte  and  contynence 

To  charite  humblenesse  and  abstinence  1908 

To  persecucyon  for  rijtwisnesse 

To  wepinge  misericord  and  clennesse 

And  pedove  may  je  see  ])af  our  preiers 

I  speke  of  ys  we  mendenauntz  we  freres  1912 

Bene  to  ^e  hie  god  more  acceptable 

^an  jotfres  wit^  ^  fesf  at*  fe  table 

ffor  paradis  jQrsf  if  I  shal  not*  lye 

was  man  outchased  for  his  glotenye  1 916 
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And  cliaasf  man  was  in  paradis  cexteyn 

Buf  harken  nowe  Thomas  wha[t]  I  wil  seyiO 

I  haue  no  tixte  ^eiof  as  I  suppose 

But*  I  shal  fynde  it*  in  a  manere  glose  1920 

That*  specialy  onr  loidd  swete  Ikeaus 

Spake  by  fireres  whan  he  seide  fua 

Blessed  be  ^i  ])ati  poor  in  spirite  be 

And  so  for])  al  ^e  gospel  may  je  se  1924 

"Whet*  it»  be  like  our  professiofi  parf  w^a 

Or  her  faif  swjmm&n.  in  possessiofi 

ifye  on  hei'  pompe  and  on  her  glotenye 

And  on  her  lewdenesse  I  ham  defie  1928 

Me  pevikep  fei  ben  like  louynyan 

ffiitte  as  a  whale  and  walking*  as  a  swaa 

Al  vinolent*  as  )»e  betel  in  fe  spence 

Her  preier  is  of  ful  grete  reuerence  1932 

Whan  ^ei  for  sonles  seyn.  ))e  Psalme  of  dayyd 

lo  bo])  )>ei  seyn  Cor  meum  emctauit* 

"Who  folowej  cristes  gospel  and  his  lore 

Bnt*  we  ))af  homyle  ben  and  chast*  and  pore  1936 

Worchers  of  goddis  word  [not]  auditoui? 

^erfore  ri^t*  as  an  hawke  yp  at*  a  sours 

Yp  springe^  into  fe  eire .  so  preiers 

And  charitable  chastite  of  bysy  freres  1940 

Making*  her  soures  to  goddes  eren  too 

Thomas  rijt*  so  as  mote  I  ride  or  goo 

And  by  ))af  lord  ))af  cleped  was  seynt  yve 

iNer  ))owe  onr  bro))er  yon  shuldesf  not  thiyve  1944 

In  oure  Chapitle  prey  we  day  and  nyjt* 

To  crisf  ))at*  he  fe  sende  hele  and  myy^f 

Thi  body  forto  welden  hastely 

God  wote  quo^  he  no  )»ing*  peroi  Me  I  194S 

As  helpe  crisf  as  I  haue  in  fewe  jerea 

Spended  vpon  mony  dyuers  freres 

Wei  mony  a  ponnde  jit*  fare  I  ne  ]>e  bette 

Certeyn  my  good  is  almost*  be-sette  1953 
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ffaie  wele  my  good  for  it*  is  almosf  agoo 

fe  freie  answeicl  o  Thomas  dost*  fon  so 

What*  nedep  3011  diners  freres  seche 

What*  iiede)»  hym  )»af  ha))  a  p^t*  leche  196d 

To  sechen  o]>er  leches  in  fe  totm 

)our  inconstaflce  is  ^our  confnsion 

Holde  je  me  fan  or  ellis  our  conent* 

To  prey  for  jon  ben  insufficient*  1960 

Thomas  ^at*  lape  is  not*  wor^  a  myte  Omt iss^tMiO' 

3oure  Maladie  is  for  we  hane  to  lite 

A  jene  ^t*  Conent*  half  a  quarter  otys 

A)eae^at*Coaent*/ouranJ^u^6n^i^groty8  DM8*nim«]  1964 

A  jeue  ^t*  frere  a  peny  and  lat*  hym  goo 

Kay  nay  thomas  it*  may  no  ]>ing*  be  so 

What*  is  a  ferj^ing*  parted  in  twelve 

Lo  echo  ]>ing*  is  counted  in  hym  selue  1968 

Is  more  stronge  whan  it*  is  so  sclatered . 

Thomas  of  me  ^u  shalt*  not*  be  fiatered  / 

)k>u  woldest*  haue  our  labour  al  for  nou^t* 

y^  hie  god  ))at*  al  fiB  worlcl  ha^  wroujt*  1972 

Sei]>  f&if  fe  workman  is  wor]>r  his  hire 

Thomas  noi^t*  for  joure  tresour  I  desire 

As  for  my  silf  but*  ^t*  al  our  Couent 

To  prey  for  )ou  is  al  our  diligent*  1976 

And  forto  beelden  cristes  owne  chircha 

Thomas  if  je  wil  leme  forto  wircha 

Of  beeldinge  yp  of  churches  may  ^e  finde 

If  it  be  good  in  Thomas  lif  of  ynde  1980 

^  ligge  here  f ul  of  anger  and  of  yre 

wi]>  which  )»e  deuel  sette  ^our  hert*  on  fire 

And  chiden  here  ^is  holy  Innocent* 

3our  wif  ))at*  is  so  meke  and  pacient*  1984 

And  )»eifore  trow  me  ^if  30U  list* 

Ke  strive  not*  wi)»  fi  wif  as  for  )»e  best* 

And  here  ^is  word  away  now  by  ]»i  fei)» 

Touchinge  sucli  ^ing*  lo  what^  )»e  wise  man  self  1988 
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Wif-Inne  fi  hona  ne  be  fon  no  lyofl 
To  fii  sogettes  do  ^ou  noon  opressiofi 
Ke  make  fou  naf  ^ine  aqueyntaunce  forto  fle 
And  3if  Thomas  eftsones  charge  I  fe  1992 

Be  wara  of  yre  ^at*  in  ^i  bosom  slepo]> 
wore  ^e  for  the  serpent*  faif  so  sdilj  crepe]> 
vnder  ]>e  gras  and  stynge^  sotilly 

Be  war  my  sone  and  barken  paciently  1996 

That  zx^  ))Oiisand  men  ban  lost*  her  lyues  [iMf  urj 

ffor  stiyuyng*  vriik  her  lemmanes  and  her  wyues 
Now  si))  30  ban  so  holy  meke  a  wif 
Wbaf  nede]>  ;oa  thomas  to  make  strif  2000 

Ther  nys  iwis  no  seipenf  so  cruel 
Whan  men  treden  on  his  tale  ne  half  so  fett 
As  a  womman  is  whan  she  ba]>  kan3f  an  Ire 
'  Vengeannce  is  ))an  al  )»at*  fei  desire  2004 

Ire  is  an  synne  oon  pe  grete  of  seuene 
Abhominable  ynto  god  in  heuene 
And  to  hym  self  it*  is  distnicciofi 

Thus  euery  lewde  vicar  or  parson  2008 

Can  seie  how  Ire  engendres  bomic[id]e 
Ire  is  in  so)»  executour  of  pride 
I  coude  of  Ire  seie  so  mochel  sorowe 
My  tale  shuld  last*  ynto  to-morowe  2012 

And  ]>erfore  I  prei  god  hop  day  and  ny^t* 
An  yrons  man  god  sent*  hym  litel  my^f 
It  is  grete  harme  and  eke  gret*  pite 

To  sette  an  yrous  man  in  hie  degre  20]  6 

IT  Whilom  J»er  was  an  yrous  potestate 
As  sei^  senek  )»af  during*  his  estate 
Ypon  a  day  oute  riden  knyjtes  twoo 
And  as  fortune  wolde  it*  sbuld  be  so/  2020 

)>at*  oon  of  hem  come  home  )»at*  opei^e  nou3t* 
Anofi  f e  kny3t*  byfore  fe  luge  was  bT0U3f 
)>at*  saide  ^us  ])oa  bast*  pi  felawe  sclayfi 
ffor  which  I  deme  pe  to  dej>  certeyfl  2024 
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And  to  an  opei  knyjf  commafided  he 

Go  lede  him  to  de)»e  I  chaige  ]>e 

And  happed  as  ^ei  went*  by  pe  way 

Towan)  ]>e  pkce  fer  he  shnld  day  2028 

y^  knyjt*  come  which  men  wende  had  ben  dede 

yaa  J^ou^t*  pei  it*  was  ]>e  best*  lede 

To  lede  hem  bo^  to  pe  luge  agayft 

^i  seiden  loicl  ]>e  knyjt*  nys  nof  slayfi  2032. 

His  felawe  here  he  stant*  hool  a  lyue  ciMfw.teok] 

fie  shal  be  dede  quod  he  so  mot*  I  thiyue 

^at*  IB  to  seyn  bo)»  on  two  and  pie 

And  ]K)o  to  )»e  first*  knyjt*  lijf  }mb  spoke  he  2036 

I  dampne  ]>e  ]>e  most*  algate  be  dede 

And  fovL  also  most*  nedes  lese  ))ine  hede 

ffor  ]>ou  art*  cause  of  ^i  felawes  de]>e 

And  to  ]>e  ihridde^  kny^t^  )»us  he  sei]>e       V  msim.]      2040 

Thou  hasf  not*  done  )»af  I  commaunded  }e 

And  ^us  he  did  hem  sleen  al  fre 

^  Irous  Cambises  was  eke  dronkenlewe 

And  ay  delited  him  to  bene  a  shiewe  2044 

And  so  byfelle  a  loide  and  his  mayne 

That*  loued  yertuous  moralite 

Seide  ypon  a  day  bitwix  hem  two  rijt*  )»us 

A  loide  is  lost*  if  he  be  vicius  2048 

And  dronkenesse  eke  is  a  foule  record 

Of  eny  man  and  namely  in  a  lord 

yer  is  wel  mony  an  yre  and  mony  an  ere 

In  waytinge  and  he  note  where  2052^ 

ffor  goddes  [loue]  drynke))  more  attemperaly 

Wyne  make])  a  man  to  lesen  wrecchedly 

his  mynde  and  his  lymes  euerechofi 

fe  reuerce  shalt*  ^u  see  quod  he  anoll  2056 

And  preue  if  by  fine  [owne]  expmence 

That*  wyne  ne  do)»  to  folk  nofi  such  offence 

f  ep  nys  no  wyne  byreue))  me  my  my^t* 

of  honde  ne  of  foote  ne  of  myn  eye  sight*  206Q 
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And  for  despite  he  dronke  mochel  more 

An  .C.  parti  ]>an  he  had  dofi  byfore 

And  i^t*  anon  p\a  yrous  cursed  wreche 

lete  ^ise  kny^tes  sones  to-fore  hym  fecche  2064 

Comanndyug'  hem  ]>ei  shuld  to-fore  hyw  stonde 

And  sodeynly  he  toke  his  bowe  on  honde 

And  vp  the  strenge  he  pulled  to  his  ere 

And  wi]>  an  arowe  he  sclowe  f •  childe  ri}t»  fere .  2068 

Kowe  whefei'  haue  I  a  siker  honci  or  nofi  ua$iue} 

Quod  he  is  al  my  my^t*  and  mynde  agofi 

Haf  wjne  byreued  me  myn  eye  sijt* 

Whaf  shnld  I  telle  answere  of  )>e  kny^t*  2072 

His  sone  was  sclayn  f  er  nys  no  more  to  say 

Be  ware  ))erfor  wif  lordes  howe  3e  play 

Syng*  Placebo  and  I  shal  ^if  I  can 

But*  if  it*  be  to  a  poor  man  2076. 

To  poor  man  shuld  he  his  vices  telle 

But  nof  to  a  lord  f  ough  he  shuld  goo  to  helle 

Lo  Irous  Arus  filk*  Percian 

how  he  distroied  f  e  Eyuer  of  gysan  2080 

ffor  faf  an  hors  of  his  was  dreynf  fer  Inne 

"Whan  he  wenf  babilonye  to  wynne 

He  made  fat*  f e  Ryuer  was  so  smal 

fat*  as  men  myjt*  passed  ouer  al  2084 

lo  fat*  he  so  wel  teche  can 

Ne  be  je  no  felawe  to  non  yrous  man 

Ne  wif  no  woode  man  fat*  walkef  by  f e  way 

lasse  fe  repent*  I  wil  no  ferfere  say  2088 

Now  Thomas  leue  brof er  leue  fine  Ire 

f  ou  shalt*  me  fynde  as  luste  as  is  a  squyere 

Hold  nof  f  e  deuels  knyf  ay  in  fine  herte 

Thyne  anger  dof  f  e  al  to  sore  smerte  2092 

But*  shewe  it*  me  al  f  i  confession 

Nay  quod  f  e  sik  man  by  seinf  Symeofi 

I  haue  be  shrive  f  is  day  af  my  curate 

I  haue  tolde  hym  alholy  myne  astate  2096 
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If  nede]^  no  more  to  speke  of  if  seid  he 

£af  if  me  lisf  of  myne  humilite 

3eae  me  ^an  of  jonre  gold  to  make  our  cloistei' 

Quod  he  for  monj  a  mnscle  and  monj  an  oystei*        2100 

Whan  ofet  men  han  bene  fdl  wel  at  ese 

Ha]>  bene  our  fode  oni^  doistei'  forto  rese 

And  god  wote  Timtp  )»e  foundement* 

Perfottimed  is  and  of  our  payvement  2104 

Is  noojt  a  tyle  wi]hlnne  oui^  wonys  [iMri88»tacio 

By  god  we  owen  xl  pounde  for  stonys 

Kow  helpe  Thomas  for  hym  )ratf  harowed  helle 

ffor  ellis  mote  we  our  bokes  selle  2108 

And  jif  30U  lakke  our  predicaciofi 

Than  go)»  ])is  worlcl  al  to  distniccioil 

ffor  who  so  wold  firom  f  is  world  vs  byreue 

So  god  me  saue  thomas  by  ^oure  leue  2112 

He  wolde  byreue  ouf  of  )»e  world  fe  sonne 

ffor  who  can  techen  and  worchen  as  we  konne 

And  ))af  is  noi^t*  of  litel  tyme  quod  he 

But  si])  EHe  was  or  £Use  2116 

Han  freres  be  ps,V  f ynde  I  of  record 

In  charite  ^n-kidde  be  oui'  lord 

Kow  thomas  [helpe  ts]  for  seint*  charite 

Haue  done  anoil  he  sette  hym  on  his  kne  2120 

This  sik  man  wex  nye  woode  for  Ire 

He  woldfi  ))af  fe  firere  had  be  a  fire 

Wi]>  his  fals  dissimulaciofi 

Such  ))ing*  as  is  in  my  possession  2124 

Quo])  he  y&if  may  I  jeue  and  non  o^^re 

)e  sein  me  thus  hou  ])af  I  am  joui'  hiofere 

)e  certes  quo]>  fia  frere  truste))  wel 

I  toke  our  dame  fe  letter  of  our  seel  2128 

Kowe  quo))  he  wel  and  somwhaf  shal  I  ^eue 

Vnto  ^oure  holy  Couenf  while  I  lyve 

And  in  ])ine  honde  ^ou  shalt*  it  haue  andn 

Yp  ])is  condicion  and  oyer  noil  2132 
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Tliaf  ])0U  departe  iif  so  my  dere  hroper 

pa,if  euery  firere  haae  as  moc&  as  ofer 

This  shalf  pon  sweie  on  ])i  professiofi 

Wi))-oaten  ^ude  or  cauellaciofl  2136 

I  swere  it*  quod  pe  f rere  by  my  fai]> 

And  ])erwi)»al  bis  bonde  in  bis  be  lai]» 

lo  bere  my  fei]>  in  me  sbal  be  no  lalC 

Now  ftOL  puf  )»ine  bonde  doun  by  my  bak*  2140 

Seide  pia  man  and  grope  wel  bebinde  omt  iso] 

Byne)»  my  buttok  per  ]H}a  sbalt*  fynde 

A  puige  pB,V  I  bane  bidde  in  priuete 

A  ))0U3t*  ]>e  £rere  ]>at*  sbal  go  wi))  me  2144 

A-doune  bis  bonde  be  launse])  to  pe  clift 

I  bope  for  to  fynde  pet  a  jift 

And  wban  p\a  sik  man  felt*  ^is  frere 

About  bis  trwel  grope  ber  and  p&tQ  2148 

A  myddes  bis  bonde  be  lete  ^e  frere  a  fart* 

pet  nys  no  capel  drawing  in  a  carf 

^at  my3t  ban  lete  a  farf  of  sucb  a  soun 

^e  frere  yp  sterf  as  do)»  a  [wood]  lyoun  2152 

A  fals  cberle  quod  pe  frere  for  goddis  bonys 

Tbis  despite  ))ou  bast  done  for  pe  nonys 

^owe  sbal  aby  ))is  farf  if  I  may 

Hismayne  p&if  barde  )»is  affray  2156 

Come  lepinge  Inne  and  cbased  ouf  pe  frere 

And  ioTpe  be  go)»  wttA  a  ful  angry  cbere 

^He  ne  bad  naf  elHs  for  bis  sermoil  [*2159] 

To  parten  amonge  bis  bre)»eren  wban  be  come  bome  [*2160J 

And  fus  is  fis  tale  ydofl  \ 

ffoi  we  were  almost*  at  pe  toil  )  "" 

IT  Thiu  eaiep  pe  Bomnotirs  tale. 
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Ande  here 
bygynne^  ye  prologe  of  f^  clerk>  of  Ozenforc)    cmxm^isqj 

Sii>  Clerk*  of  Oxenfordl  GUI'  cost*  saide    ff  The  prologe  */ 
3e  ride  as  etille  as  Coy  as  do]>  a  maide 
Were  newe  spoused  sitting*  at*  f  e  bordo 
This  day  ne  herd  I  of  .joure  inou)»  a  woiJ  4 

I  trowe  f  af  30  stodye  about"  som  sophyme 
But*  Salomon  8ei]>  al  ]>inge  ha])  tyme 
ffor  goddes  sake  hep  of  bettei*  chere 
If  is  no  tyme  nowe  to  stody  here 
Telle  vs  some  mery  tale  by  joui*  fay 
ffor  what*  man  is  entred  into  a  play 
he  nedes  mote  into  ))at<  play  assent* 
But*  pr[e]che^  not*  as  freres  don  in  lent* 
To  make  ys  for  oui'  olde  synnes  to  wepe 
Ke  ])af  yi  tale  ne  make  vs  not*  to  sclepe 
Telle  T8  somme  meiy  )»ing*  of  auentures 
^ouie  termes .  ;oure  colours  and  figures 
kepe  hem  in  store  til  36  hem  endite 
hi3e  stele  as  whan  men  to  lajngges  write 
Speke))  so  pleyn  at*  ]>is  tyme  I  30U  prey 
That*  we  may  vnder-stonde  whaf  je  sey 
This  worJ)i  clerk"  benygnely  answered 
Hoost*  quod  he  I  am  vndere  30U1'  3eerde 
je  han  as  nowe  of  vs  pe  gouematmce 
And  ^erfor  wil  I  do  30U  obeysaunce 
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As  fer  as  reson  sakop  haidelj 

I  wil  )ou  tel  a  tale  which  fai  I 

lemed  at*  Padowe  of  a  worpi  clerke 

As  pieued  hj  his  wordys  and  his  werk^  28 

He  is  nowe  dede  and  nailed  in  his  chesi^ 

I  piei  to  god  so  send  his  sonle  good  rest* 

ffirannceys  Petrak  fe  lanieol  poete 

Hight/  ^is  clerke  whoos  letorike  swete  32 

Enlmnyne^  al  Itaile  ))or£^  poetrie 

As  lynyan  did  of  Philosophye 

Or  lawe  or  o]>er  arf  particuleie 

But*  de^e  ))af  nyl  suffre  no  fing  here  36 

Buf  as  it*  were  a  twynkelinge  of  an  ye 

Bo^  ha^  he  slayn  and  al  shal  we  dye . 

But*  forto  tellen  of  fia  wor|n  man 

J)at*  tau^t*  me  fiB  tale  as  I  first*  hygan  40 

I  sey  yaif  he  first*  wi]>  hygh  steel  endite]> 

Or  he  ]>e  hody  of  his  tale  write)» 

A  procheyn  in  pe  which  disseuere])  he 

^  Monnde  and  of  Saluse  pe  contree  44 

And  speke^  of  Appenyn  fe  hilles  hye 

^t*  ben  ^e  bondes  of  west  lumhardye 

And  of  Mount*  Resulus  in  special 

Wher  as  ]>e  Poo  out*  of  a  welle  smal  48 

Take))  his  furst*  spryngginge  and  his  sours  [inf  leoj 

Wher  as  he  holt*  euen  streijt*  way  his  cours 

To  Emel  wan}  to  ferrare  afid  to  venyse 

The  whicli  a  longe  ^inge  were  to  devise  52 

And  trewely  as  to  my  lugement* 

Mee  thenke]>  it*  a  ^ing*  inpertinent* 

Saue  he  wil  conuey  his  matere 

But*  pia  is  fe  tale  which  )»af  ^e  shal  here  56 

f  Thus  ende)»e  fe  prologe  of  fia  tale  * 
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And  here  hjgjimep  }e  clerk  Ms  tale  [m  im^ioo] 

Ther  is  at*  Je  west  side  of  ytayle  ff  The  tale  *  / 

Donne  at*  pe  rote  of  yesulus  ])e  cold 
A  lusty  pleyn  abundant*  of  vitaile 
wher  mony  a  toune  &  tour^  ]>ou  maist*  bihold  S^^JJJSf^ 
Jat*  founded  were  in  tyme  of  elders  olde  "  taurkand] 

And  mony  ano^r  delectable  sijt* 
And  saluce  ]>i8  noble  cuntre  lii3t*  63 

A  Maiquis  whilom  [lord]  was  in  faif  lond  64 

As  were  his  wor)»i  elders  hym  bifore 

And  Obeisaunf  and  redy  to  his  hond 

Were  alle  his  leeges  bo])  lasse  and  more  67 

J)us  in  delite  he  lyued  and  ha))  do  3ore 

Be-loued  and  drad  ^urgh  fauot^r  of  fortune 

Bo])  of  his  loidys  and  of  his  comune  70 

Therwi))  he  was  as  to  speke  of  lynage  71 

The  gentelesf  y-borfl  of  al  lumbardy 

A  faire  persone .  stronge  and  jenge  of  age 

And  ful  of  honure  and  curteisie  74 

Discrete  ynouje  his  cuntrey  forto  gye 

Sane  in  some  ))ingges  he  was  to  blame 

And  Watei'  was  ))is  yonge  lordes  name  77 

I  blame  him  ))us  pat  he  considered  noujt*  78 

In  tyme  commynge  what*  my3f  betide 

But*  on  his  lust*  present  was  al  his  ^ou3t*  {laarieo,  bMk] 

And  forto  hauke  and  hunte  on  euery  side  81' 

Wei  nye  al  o))er  cures  lete  he  slide 

And  eke  he  ne  wold  ))af  was  worst*  of  att 

Wedde  no  wif  for  ou3f  fat*  myjt*  byfatt  84 

PETWOETU  887   (6-T.  405) 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


8IX-TKXT   406 

OBoup  E.  §  2.  clerk'8  tale.  Petworth  MS. 

Only  faif  pointe  his  puple  bere  so  sore  85 

))at*  flok-mele  on  a  day  )»ei  [to  him]  went* 

And  oon  of  hem  ]7at*  wisesf  was  of  lore 

Or  ellis  ^at*  ]>e  lorde  wold  besf  assenf  88 

foif  he  shnlde  telle  hym  what*  his  puple  menf 

Or  ellis  coude  he  wel  shewe  such  matere 

He  to  ])e  Maiquis  seide  as  30  mowe  here  91 

(6) 

0  I^oble  Marquis  joure  humanitee  92 
Assure])  ys  and  ^eueth  ys  hardynesse 

As  ofbe  tyme  as  if  is  necessite 

That*  we  30U  mow  telle  oui'  heuynesse  95 

Accepted  lord  of  jour*  gentilnesse 

J>at*  we  to  jowe  wij>  pitous  hert*  compleyna 

And  laf  ^oure  eeres  not*  my  vois  disdeyne  98 

(7) 
Al  haue  I  nou^f  to  done  in  ^is  materd  99 

More  fan  oxiofer  ha)>  in  ^is  place 
^it*  for  as  moche  as  30  my  lord  so  dere 
Haue  alway  shewed  [me]  fauour  and  grace  102 

1  dare  pe  better  aske  of  jou  a  space 
Of  audience  to  shewen  our  request* 

And  je  my  lordl  to  done  rijf  as  30U  lesf  105 

(8) 
For  certes  lord  so  wel  tb  like^  30U  106 

'And  alle  ^oure  werkes  and  euer  han  do  fat  we 
Ke  cowde  nat  our  owne  silf  devisen  howe 
We  myjf  more  lyve  in  felicite  109 

Saue  00  ])inge  lord  if  it*  ^our  wille  be 
That*  to  be  a  wedded  man  if  30U  list*        .    ^ 
Than  were  our^  puple  in  souereyn  hertes  resf  [tonfieij     112 

(9) 
*Bowe]>  30ure  nek*  vndere  ^at*  blisfiil  30!!^  113 

Of  souereynte  noujf  of  seruise 
Which  men  clepe  spousale  or  wedlok* 
And  ]>enke))  lord  among*  3ouie  ]>oi]^tes  wise  116 
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That  of  wedloke  oommBf  grete  emprise 
ffor  f  ouje  we  slepe  or  wake  ronne  or  ride 
Ay  fleej)  J>e  tyme  if  wil  no  man  abide. 

(10) 
And  pon^Q  3001^  grene  ^oxxpe  growe  as  ^if 
In  CTepe]»  age  alway  as  stille  as  stone 
And  depe  manase^  euery  age  and  smyf 
In  eche  astate  for  per  ascape)>  noon 
And  also  certeyn  as  we  knowe  enmchofi 
J)af  we  shul  dye  as  vncerteyn  we  ail 
Befl  of  ]»at*  day  ]»af  de)»  slial  on  ys  falle 

(11) 

Accepteth  ))an  of  vs  pe  trewe  entent* 
Thaf  nea€re  jit*  refused  your  heesf 
And  we  wil  al  lord  jif  30  wil  assent* 
Chese  30a  a  wif*  in  short*  tyme  at*  the  lest* 
Bom  of  pe  gentelest*  and  of  pe  mest* 
Of  al  fia  londe  so  ]}at*  it*  out*  seme 
Honure  to  god  and  30U .  so  as  we  con  deme 

(12) 
Belyuere  ts  x>f  al  piB  bysy  drede 
And  take  a  wif*  for  hije  goddis  sake 
ffor  jif  it*  byfelle  so  as  god  forbede 
feii?  poxagJi  dep  ^our  lynage  sbuld  sdake 
And  a  strannge  lynage  shuld  take 
3oui'  heritage .  00  woo  were  vs  alyue 
Wherfore  we  prey  jou  hastely  to  wif 

(13) 
Her  meke  preiei*  &  her  pitous  chore 
Made  ]>*  Marquis  haue  sucH  pite 
Wil  30  quod  he  myne  owne  puple  dere 
*£o  ]>at*  I  neuer  erst*  poufif  constreyne  me 
I  me  reioyse  not*  of  my  liberte 
^af  seelden  lyme  is  found  in  manage 
Ther  I  was  free  I  mot*  bene  in  seruage 
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But*  nal^elees  I  se  ^oure  trewe  entenf  148 

And  trusf  vpon  jou  and  haae  dofi  aj 

Wheif ore  of  my  &e  wille  I  assent* 

To  wedde  me  as  sone  as  euer  I  may  151 

But  )>6r  as  je  han  piofeied  me  to  day 

To  chese  me  a  wif  I  jou  relese 

Thaf  cbois  f  Sc  prei  ^ou  of  y^ur  propher  cese  154 

(16) 
For  god  if  wote  ])at*  children  oft*  beil  155 

Ynlike  her  wor])i  eldies  he77i  bifore 
Bounte  comme])  al  of  god  nof  of  y  strene 
Of  which  ])ei  ben  engendred  and  yboro  158 

I  Trasf  in  goddys  bounte  aiid  ))e9foie 
My  manage  and  my  astate  and  rest* 
I  hym  bitake  he  may  do  as  hym  lest*  161 

(16) 
Laf  me  allone  in  chesing*  of  my  wiff  162 

That*  charge  vpon  my  bak*  I  wil  endure 
But*  I  jou  prey  and  charge  vpon  jowr  lif* 
])at*  wif  ]xzt  I  take  je  me  ensure  165 

To  worship  hui*  whil  oui*  lyf  endure 
In  worde  and  werke  bo])  here  and  ellys  wheT« 
As  she  an  emp^ours  doubter  were  168 

(17) 
And  ferjyermore  ))is  shullen  je  swere  ])at  je  169 

A^einsf  my  chose  shul  neij^er  grucche  ne  stryue 
ffor  sij>  I  shal  foigo  my  liberte 

At*  joure  request*  as  euer  mot*  I  thiyue  172 

Ther  as  myn  hert*  is  sette  ^er  wil  I  w^nie 
And  but*  je  wollen  assent*  in  such  manere 
I  prey  )ou  speke))  no  more  of  ))is  matere         Dmi  itt]       175 

(18) 
Wi))  harty  wille  ))ei  sweren  and  assenten  176 

To  al  pis  ])inge  ))er  seide  no  wijt*  nay 
Bisechinge  hym  of  grace  er  J^ei  wenten 
That*  he  hem  wold  graunten  a  certeyn  day  179 
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Of  his  spousale  as  sone  as  ener  he  may 

ffor  jif  alway  ))e  pnple  somwhat*  dredde 

Lease  Jis  Marquis  wol  no  wif  wedde  182 

He  graunted  hem  a  day  sucH  as  hym  leaf  183 

On  which  he  wolde  be  wedded  sikerly 

And  seide  he  did  al  J>is  at*  her  request;' 

And  ))ei  wi|>  humble  entent*  ful  buxomly  186 

Knelinge  vpon  her  knees  ful  reuerently 

Hym  J)onken  alle  and  fua  ^  han  an  ende 

Of  her  entenf  and  home  a^ein  ))ei  wende  189 

And  here  ypon  he  toke  his  officers  19(X 

Commaundinge  for  pe  fesf  to  purueye 

And  to  his  pnvey  knyjtes  and  sqwiers 

Such  charge  jaf  hem .  as  hjm  lusf  on  hem  to  leye        193 

And  yei  his  comaundementz  to  obeye 

And  ech  of  hem  do))  his  diligence 

To  done  vnto  ^  fest  reuerence  196 


[PART  THE  SECOND.] 

Noujf  fer  from  fiilk*  place  honurable 
wher  as  pia  Marquis  shope  his  manage 
p&c  stoode  a  Thrope  of  sijt*  delectable 
In  which  poor  folk*  of  ))at<  vilage 
Hadden  her  beestee  and  her  harbigage 
And  of  her  labour  toke  her  sustinaimce 
Aftei'  pe  er|>e  hem  jaue  abundaunce 

Among*  piae  poor  folk  per  dwelled  a  man 
which  ))at*  was  holden  poresf  of  hem  att 
But*  hegh  god  somtyme  sende  can 
His  grace  vnto  a  litel  oxes  staH 
lanicula  men  of  J>af  thrope  hym  calle 
A  doughtei'  had  he  faire  and  jong*  of  sijf 
And  Qnsild  ])is  jonge  maiden  hi3f 
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But*  forto  speke  of  yertnouB  bewte  211 

^an  was  she  oon  pe  fairest*  vnder  sonne 

fful  poorly  yfostred  was  she 

Ko  licorousnesse  was  on  her  lust*  yronne  214 

Wei  ofter  of  f e  weH  ]>an  of  pe  tunne 

She  dranki  /  and  for  she  wole  vertue  plese 

She  knewe  wel  labour  buf  noil  ydel  ese  217 

(24) 
But*  ]K>n3e  pia  maide  were  tender'  of  age  218 

3it*  in  ))e  bresf  of  her  virginite 
^ere  was  enclosed  ripe  and  sad  corage 
And  in  grete  reuerence  and  in  grete  charite  221 

Her  olde  poor  fieulere  fostred  shee 
A  fewe  shepe  spynnyng*  on  fe  felde  she  kept* 
She  wold0  nof  ben  ydel  til  she  sclepte  224 

(25) 
And  whan  she  homwardf  come  she  wolde  bringe  225 

wortes  and  herbes  tymes  ful  off 
which  she  shradde  and  sij>  for  her  lynyng* 
And  made  her  bedde  ful  harcl  and  no  ))ing<  soft  228 

And  euere  she  kepl^  her  faders  lif  on  loft 
vnp  euery  obeisaunce  and  diligence 
That*  childe  may  do  to  faders  reuerence  231 

(26) 
Vppon  Grisildfl  f  e  poor  creature  232 

fiul  off  ha]>  Marquis  sette  hys  eye 
As  he  on  hundyinge  rode  p^rauenture 
And  whan  if  felle  ))af  he  myjf  hir  espye  235 

he  nof  wi])  wa[n]tofl  lokinge  of  foly 
his  eyen  casf  vpon  hui'  buf  in  sad  wise 
Ypon  her  chere  he  wold  hym  off  avise        [ImT  loj        238 

(27) 
Commending*  in  his  herf  her  wommanhede  239 

And  eke  her  vertue  passing*  eny  wi^f 
Of  so  3onge  age  as  wel  in  chere  as  in  dede 
ffor  j»oi]^e  ye  puple  haue  no  gref  insijf  242 
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In  vertue  lie  considered  ful  ri^t;' 

Her  bewte  and  disposed  paf  he  wold 

Hii'  wedde  if  euer  he  wedde  shold  245 

(28) 
The  day  of  weddjng*  come  buf  no  wi3f  can  246 

Telle  whaf  womman  if  shnld  be 
fEbr  whi<^  m^ryaile  wondied  mony  man 
And  seiden  whan  pQi  weren  in  prinete  249 

Wil  nof  our  lorde  leue  his  vanyte 
wil  he  nof  wedde  alas  alas  pe  while 
whi  wil  he  hjm  self  and  vs  |>us  begile  252 

(29) 
Bnf  na-pe-lees  pla  marquis  haf  do  make  253 

Of  Gemmes  sette  in  gold  and  in  asure 
Broches  and  ryngges  for  grisild  sake 
And  of  her  clo))ing<  toke  he  )»e  mesure  256 

Of  a  maide  like  to  her  stature 
And  eke  of  o))er  ornamentes  att 
^af  to  sucfi  a  wedding*  shul  faU:  259 

(30) 
The  tyme  of  yndem  ))e  same  day  260 

Approche]>  ))af  pis  weddings  shulde  be 
And  all  pe  paleys  putt*  was  in  aray 
Both  halle  and  chambres  ech  in  his  degre  263 

Houses  of  office .  stuffed  wip  grete  plente 
per  maisf  ))0u  see  of  deynteuous  vitaile 
jMtf  may  be  found  as  fer  as  laste))  ytaile  266 

(31) 
This  rial  Marquis  rially  araied .  267 

lordys  and  ladys  in  his  companye 

fe  which  to  Je  feest*  were  preied  /  [loar  i6s,  bukj 

And  of  his  retenwe  |>e  bachelei:ye  270 

wi]>  mony  a  soune  of  sondry  melodye 
Tnto  pe  vilage  [of  pe]  which  I  told 
In  pia  aray  pQ  n^ie  way  hskp  hold  273 
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Oriseld  god  wote  of  fis  ful  Innocent*  274 

])af  for  hure  was  shape  al  pis  aray 

To  fecchen  watere  at  pe  welle  is  went* 

And  commep  home  as  sone  as  euer  she  may  277 

ffor  wel  she  herd  say  J)at*  ilk*  day 

]»at<  Marquis  shold  wedde  and  if  she  myjf 

She  wold  fayn  see  Bomme  of  ])at*  si^f  280 

(33) 
She  ]>ou}t*  I  wil  wip  o))er  maidens  stond  281 

paf  bene  my  felawes  in  oure  door  and  see 
The  Marquis  and  J>erfor  wil  I  fonde 
To  done  af  home  as  sone  as  it*  may  be  284 

pe  laboure  which  ))af  longe|>  vnto  me 
And  ))an  may  I  af  leisere  it<  byhold 
If  she  J>is  way  to  pe  castel  holde  287 

(34) 
And  as  she  wolde  ouei'  pe  thresshoU  gon  288 

The  Marquis  come  and  can  hui^  forto  calle 
And  she  sette  doune  her  water  pot*  anon 
beside  pe  thresshoU  of  pe  oxes  stalle  291 

And  doun  ypon  her  knees  she  gan  to  falle 
And  wi))  sadde  coi^ntenaunce  kneled  stille 
Til  she  had  herde  what*  was  pe  lordes  wiUe  294 

(35) 
This  poujtful  Marquys  spake  vnto  pia  maide  295 

wel  soberly  and  seide  in  pia  mancre 
where  is  30ure  fader  Griseld  he  seide 
And  she  wip  reuerence  and  meke  chere  298 

Answered  lord  he  is  al  redy  here 
And  Inne  she  goop  wi]K)uf  lenger  lette 
And  to  pe  Marquis  she  her  fadere  fette .       DatfiM]         301 

(36) 
He  by  pe  honde  ))an  toke  pia  olde  man  302 

And  seide  him  })us  whan  he  hym  had  a  side 
lanicula  I  neiper  may  ne  can 
lenger  pe  plesaunce  of  myn  herte  hide  305 
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If  ]»af  ^e  Touchesaiif  what*  so  be-tide 
fi  doubter  wil  I  take  er  ]»f  I  wende 
As  for  my  wif  to  my  lyues  end  308 

(37)    • 
Thow  louesf  me  I  woof  wel  certeyil  309 

And  aif  my  fei)^-ful  liege  man  ybore 
And  al  ]>at*  like]>  me  I  dar  wel  seyfl 
If  like]>  pe  and  specialy  |>e]fore  312 

Tel  me  ))af  poynt*  ]>af  I  hane  seide  byfoie 
If  |»af  ]K)we  wolde  vnto  ))af  ptirpoos  diawe 
To  take  me  as  for  ])me  sone  in  lawe  315 

(38) 
The  sodeyn  caas  fe  man  astonyed  soo  /  316 

^af  rede  he  wexe  al  basshed  and  al  quakinge 
He  stood  and  Yimepea  seide  wordes  moo 
Bufonly  }»iis  lord  quod  he  my  willinge  319 

Is  as  je  wol  not*  i^einst*  joui'  likinge 
I  wil  no  J^inge  ^e  be  my  lorde  so  der^ 
Bi^f  as  30a  lesf  gonerne})  pis  maters  322 

(39) 
Than  wil  I  do  ))us  quod  Marquis  softly  323 

fat  in  to  )>e  chambre  I  and  pou .  and  she 
haue  a  collaciofl  and  woosf  fon  why 
ffor  I  wil  aske  hui*  jif  hii>  wil  be  326 

To  be  my  wif  and  rewle  hii^  after  me 
And  al  piB  she  shal  done  in  pi  presence 
I  wil  nof  speke  oaf  of  pine  audience  329 

(40) 
And  in  pe  Ghambere  while  )>ei  were  aboute  330 

Her  tretis  whic&  je  shul  afb§j:  here 
pe  puple  come  into  pe  hous  wtt^oute 
And  wondred  hem  in  howe  honesf  manere  ciwf  im,i»(&]  333 
And  tentifly  she  kepte  hur  fadere  dere 
Buf  ytterly  grislld  wonder  my^f 
ffor  neuere  ersf  sey  she  shucfi  a  si^f  336 
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Vo  wonder  is  ]K)U3e  she  be  astonyed  337 

To  se  BO  grete  a  gesf  come  in  pal**  place 

She  was  neuere  to  snchc  gestys  wonued 

ffor  whicH  she  loked  wi)»  ful  pale  face  340 

But*  shortly  fro  ^is  matere  forto  pace 

Thise  were  fe  wordes  J^at*  pia  marquis  saide 

To  ^is  benygne  verrey  fei])ful  mayde  343 

(42) 
Orisyle  he  seide  je  wol  wel  ynderstond^  344 

It*  like]»  ynto  3oare  fadere  arid  me 
pat^  I  )oa  wedde  and  eke  if  may  so  stonde 
As  I  suppose  ]>at*  je  wil  if  so  be  347 

But*  pi&  demaunde  I  axe  furst*  qtun)  he 
Thaf  si^en  if  shal  be  doil  on  hastif  wise 
Wol  je  assenf  or  ellis  30we  ayise  350 

(43) 
I  seye  ]»is  be  ^e  redy  wtt^  good  herf  351 

To  al  my  lusf  and  Jaf  I  frely  may 
As  me  besf  ^enke))  do  30U  lawgh  or  smert 
And  30  neuer  gruch  ny^f  ne  day  354 

And  eke  whan  I  seie  je  say  je  nof  nay 
Nei^  be  worcl  ne  fraward  oot/ntenance 
Swere  pis  and  here  I  swere  our  aliaflce  357 

(44) 
WOndringe  vpon  J>is  worde  quaking*  for  drede  358 

She  seide  Indigne  and  ynworj)i 
Am  I  to  paf  [honour]  ]>af  je  me  bede 
Buf  rijf  as  ye  wil  ^our  self  rijf  so  wil  I  361 

And  [here]  I  swere  Jaf  neuer  willingly 
In  worcl  ne  pouyi^  I  neuere  30U  disobeye 
ffoi  to  be  dede  |>ou3e  me  were  lo])e  to  deye  364 

(45) 
This  is  ynowe  Grisile  myii)  quod  he  [leaneft]  365 

And  for])  he  go])  wi])  a  fiobre  chere 
Ouf  at  pe  door  after  cam  she 
And  to  pe  puple  he  seide  in  J>is  maners  368 

PBTWORTH   846  (6-T.  414) 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


BIX-TEXT  415 

GROUP  E.  §  2.  clerk's  tale.  Petworth  MS. 


This  is  mj  vif  quod  he  |>af  8tonde|»  here 
Honoure])  hii'  and  loueth  [hir^]  I  prey 
Who  so  louef  me  |>er  nys  no  more  to  seye 

(46) 
And  for  no  |>ing*  of  hure  olde  gere 
She  shold  brings  to  his  hous  he  bade 
p&V  wommen  shulden  spolen  hii'  ri^f  pere 
Of  which  pe  ladies  were  nof  li^t*  glade 
To  handel  her  clo|>es  in  which  she  was  clad 
But*  navies  ])is  maiden  bri3t<  of  hwe 
ffrom  fote  to  hede  ycloped  han  al  newe 

(47) 
Her  heres  han  pel  kembed  p&f?  lay  vntressed 
wel  rwdely  with  her  fyngeres  smale 
And  a  crowne  on  her  hede  ])ei  han  dressed 
Isette  fid  of  owches  grete  and  smal 
Of  hii^  aray  whaf  shuld  I  make  a  tale 
Ynne))e8  pe  puple  hif  knewe  for  her  faimesse 
Whan  she  transformed  was  in  such  richesse 

(48) 
IT  This  Marquis  ha))  hure  spoused  wi|>  a  rynge 
Bou^f  for  pQ  same  cause  an  )>an  hii'  sette 
vppon  an  hors  snowe  white  and  wel  amblynge 
And  to  his  pahdes  er  he  lenger  lette 
WiJ>  loiful  puple  p&V  he  lad  and  mette 
Conveied  hii'  and  puB  pe  day  ])ei  spende 
In  reuel  to  pQ  sonne  canne  descende 

(49) 
And  shortely  for})  pia  tale  forto  chace 
I  sey  ^f  to  piB  newe  Marquissesse 
God  haj)  ysenf  such  favour  of  his  grace 
^f  if  semed  nof  as  by  liknesse 
Thaf  she  was  bom  and  fedde  in  rudenesse 
As  in  a  Cote  ar  in  an  oxes  stalle 
Buf  norshed  in  an  Emperours  halle 
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To  euery  wijtf  she  woxen  is  so  dere  400 

And  woishipfal  pAif  folk^  ^er  she  was  bore 

And  fiom  her  birt&  knewe  her  fro  ^ere  to  jere 

Vnnef  trowed  Jei  hut*  duisf  haue  swore  403 

))at*  to  lanicle  of  which  I  speke  byfore 

She  dou^tere  ne  were  for  as  by  coniectore 

hem  )»ou)f  she  was  a  no]»er  creature  406 

(51) 
fEbr  [^uje]  fed?  euere  yertuous  was  she  407 

She  was  encreeed  in  such  excellence 
Of  thewe  sette  in  high  bounte 

And  so  discrete  and  faire  of  eloquence  410 

So  benygne  and  digne  of  reuerence 
And  coude  pe  puples  hartes  so  enbrace 
^af  ech  her  loued  pat*  loked  on  her  face  415 

(52) 
irou3t*  only  of  saluce  in  pe  toun  414 

Publisshed  was  pe  bounte  of  her  name 
And  eke  benside  in  mony  a  regioun 

If  oon  seide  wel  anoJ>er  seide  ])e  same  417 

So  spradde  of  hure  bounte  ^e  fame 
Thaf  men  and  wommen  bo])  pnge  and  olde 
Goon  to  saluse  hui'  to  be-holde  420 

(63) 
This  walttfr.  lowly  nay  buf  ryally  421 

wedde])  wi})  fortune  honeste 
In  goddes  pees  lyuen  wel  esely 

At*  hoom  and  outward  grace  yno^e  had  he  424 

And  for  he  sawe  ynder  lowe  degre 
was  ofb*  yertue  hid  pe  puple  hym  helde 
A  prudenf  man  and  ^f  is  sene  wel  seide  427 

(54) 
llou^t*  only  Grisile  ))us  ]>orgh  her  witte  428 

Cou^  al  pe  fete  of  wiyely  humblenesse  [i«^i«« 

But*  eke  whan  pe  cas  required  if 
The  comon  profite  coude  she  redresse  431 
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Ther  nas  no  discoK)  lancoui  ne  heuynesse 

In  al  ^  londe  )»af  she  ne  coude  if  cese 

And  bring*  hem  al  wisely  in  rest*  and  ese  434 

ThongK  )»af  hui'  husbond  present*  were  anon  435 

)if  Gentil  men  or  oJ>er  of  her  contre 

were  wroo]»  she  cowde  bringe  h&m  at*  oil 

So  wise  and  r3rpe  wordes  had  she  438 

And  Inggement*  of  so  grete  equite 

That"  she  fro  heuene  was  as  men  wende^         ^eSSi'auVSS 

Fuple  to  sane  and  euery  wrong  tamende  441 

Hot*  longe  tyme  aftere  }»at*  l^is  grisild  442 

Was  wedded  she  a  doujter  ha))  ybore 

Al  had  she  leuer  bom  a  knaue  child 

Glad  was  ))e  Marquis  and  his  folk  ^erfore  445 

ffor  ]K)U)e  a  mayde  childe  come  al  byfore 

She  may  to  a  knane  childe  atteyne 

By  liklihede  si))ens  she  is  nof  bareyne  448 


[THE  THIRD  PART] 

Therfor  as  it*  falle))  tymes  moo  449 

Thaf  }»i8  childe  ha])  sowked  buf  a  thrawe 

This  marqnis  in  his  herf  longe))  so 

To  tempte  his  wif  her  sadnesse  to  knowe  452 

))at  he  ne  my^t*  fro  his  hert*  throwe 

])is  menreilons  desire  his  wif  tassay 

Ka^lees  god  wote  he  ))0U3f  hii'  to  a£&ay  455 

He  had  assaied  hii'  ynouje  to-fore  456 

And  fonde  hni'  euer  good  what*  nede^  If 

Hii'  forto  tormenf  and  alway  more  and  more 

))on3e  somnte  preise  if  for  a  subtile  witte  459 

Buf  as  for  me  I  sale  ])af  euel  if  sitte  [iMf  iw,  uck] 

To  assaie  a  wif  whan  if  is  no  nede 

And  putten  hure  in  angwissh  and  in  drede  462 
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Por  whicfi  pia  Marquis  wroujt*  in  fis  ina[iie]re  463 

He  came  a  nyght*  alon  ])er  as  she  lay 

wij)  steeme  face  and  trouble  chere 

And  seide  f  00  Grisel(J  quoj)  he  )»at*  day  466 

})af  I  jou  toke  ouf  of  joure  poor  aray 

And  putte  }ou  in  estate  of  hie  nohlesse 

je  han  not*  jif  for3eten  as  I  gesse  469 

(60) 
I  seye  Griselcl  fis  present*  dignite  470 

In  which  I  haue  put*  30U  as  I  trowe 
Make])  not*  30U  forgetful  forto  he 

^af  I  30U  toke  in  poor  estate  fol  lowe  473 

ffor  eny  pinge  je  mote  joure  seluen  knowe 
lake  hede  of  euery  word  p&V  I  30U  seie 
ther  is  no  wi^t*  J>at*  here))  pia  but*  we  tweye  476 

(61) 
Je  wote  J0W7'  self  wele  howe  p&if  je  come  here  477 

Into  ])is  hous  it*  is  not  long*  ago 
And  ))0U3e  to  me  90  he  leef  and  dere 
vnto  my  gentiles  ^e  he  no  ])ing<  so  480 

])ei  seyn  to  hem  if  is  grete  shame  and  woo 
fiforto  he  sogette  and  in  seruage 
To  pe  ))af  art*  horn  of  so  lowe  lynage  483 

(62) 
And  namely  Bip  ])i  doujtei^  was  hore  484 

^ise  wordes  han  ))ei  spoke  doutlees 
But*  I  desire  as  I  haue  don  hyfore 

To  lyve  my  lif  wij  hem  in  rest*  and  pees  487 

I  may  not*  in  ))is  cas  bene  rechelees 
I  most*  don  wij)  [J)i]  doujtere  for  pe  best* 
noujf  as  I  wold  but*  as  my  gentils  lest*  490 

(63) 
And  ^it*  god  woof  p\a  is  ful  lo])  to  me  491 

£uf  na))eles  vrip  outen  ^our  wetynge  o^isn 

1  nyl  nof  doo  buf  pla  I  wil  quod  he 
^af  )e  to  me  assenf  as  in  pis  pinge  494 
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Sliewe]^  now  joure  pacience  in  jcmr  worchinge 

That*  je  me  byhijt*  and  swore  in  ^our  vilage 

Thaf  day  ]>af  maked  was  our  manage  497 

(64) 
Whan  she  had  herde  al  ))is  she  was  nof  amouecl  498 

Nei)>er  in  word  or  chere  or  conntenaunce 
ffor  as  if  semed  she  was  not*  agzened 
She  seid  lorde  aU  litb  in  ^onre  plesatmce  501 

My  chllde  and  I  wi])  hertely  obeisance 
Bene  joures  att  and  ^e  may  saue  and  spille 
joure  owne  ^ing*  wheder'  J>at  je  wille  504 

(65) 
Ther  may  no  ^inge  so  god  my  saule  saue  505 

likinge  to  ^ou  ))af  may  displese  me 
Ne  I  desire  no  ]»inge  to  haue 

Ne  drede  to  lese  saue  only  je  508 

This  wille  is  my  herf  and  ay  shal  be 
Ko  length  of  tyme  or  de))  if  may  deface 
"Neiye  chaunge  my  corage  into  oper  place  511 

(66) 
Olad  was  pe  Marquis  of  hui'  answering*  512 

But*  jit*  he  feyned  as  he  were  not*  so . 
Al  drery  was  his  chere  and  his  lokinge 
whan  she  shulJ  out*  of  pe  chamber  goo  .  515 

Sone  after  f  is  a  forlong*  way  or  twoo 
he  pleynly  hap  told  his  entent 
Ynto  a  man  whic&  he  to  his  wif  sent*  518 

(67) 
A  manei'  sergeaunt*  was  pia  privey  man  519 

pe  whicH  ])af  feithful  fond  yhad 
In  ]>ingges  grete  and  eke  sucti  folk*  wel  can 
Don  execuciofi  of  |»inggcs  bad  522 

fe  lord  knewe  wel  j^at  he  hy?»  loued  and  drad . 
And  whan  })is  sergeaunt*  wist*  his  lordes  will      [ta«fi67,b«*] 
Into  pQ  chambere  he  stalked  hym  ful  stiH:  525 
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Madame  lie  seide  je  mote  foi^eue  if  me  526 

jK>iig&  I  do  ]»iiige  to  whicfi  I  am  constreyned  / 

3e  bene  so  wise  )»af  wel  knowe  je 

fsiif  lordes  heestes  may  not*  be  feyned  529 

Jei  mowen  wel  be  wafled  or  compleyned 

But*  men  mote  nede  vnto  her  lust*  obeye 

And  so  wil  I  yer  nys  no  more  to  seye  532 

(69) 
That*  cbilde  I  am  commaunded  to  take  533 

And  spake  no  mqie  but*  out*  y  child  he  hcnt 
Despitously  and  gan  a  chere  make 

As  he  wold  han  slayn  if  per  he  wenf  536 

Griseld  mof  al  suf&e  and  al  consenf 
And  as  a  lombe  she  sitte])  meke  and  stUle 
And  lete  ))is  cruel  Seriaunf  haue  his  wiUe  539 

(70) 
Suspecte  was  |>e  name  of  J>is  man  540 

Suspecte  his  face .  suspecte  his  world  also 
Suspecte  }e  tyme  ]»af  he  ]»is  bygan/ 
ffor  his  doubter  ])af  she  loued  soo  543 

She  wende  he  wold  haue  slayn  if  ri^f  yoo 
Buf  na^ees  she  nei])er  wepte  ne  seide 
Confeermyng*  hui'  to  ])af  fe  Marquis  seide  546 

(71) 
And  af  ^e  lasf  speke  she  bygan  547 

And  nekely  to  pe  sergeanf  preide 
So  as  he  was  a  wor])i  gentil  man 

^af  she  myjf  kisse  her  childe  er  ^af  it  deide  550 

And  in  her  barme  pis  litel  childe  she  leide 
wi]»  ful  sadde  face  and  gan  pe  childe  to  blisse 
And  lulled  if  and  after  gan  if  kisse  553 

(72) 
And  ^us  she  seide  in  her  benigne  voys  554 

fare  wele  my  child  I  shal  pe  neuere  see 
Buf  si|>  I  haue  Marked  pe  wi})  croys 
Of  ])ilk'  fadere  yblessed  mof  |>ou  be  [ImT i«]        557 
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y&if  for  vs  de jed  vpon  f  e  rood  tre . 

^i  soule  litel  cbilde  I  hym  bytake 

ffor  fia  ny^t*  shalt  )»ou  dyen  for  my  sake  560 

(73) 
I  trowe  ))at*  to  a  noiice  in  ]>is  caas  /  561 

It*  bad  ben  baicl  p\a  rew]»e  foito  see 
Wei  myjf  a  modere  fan  cry  alas  / 

Buf  na))eles  so  sadde  and  stedfiLst*  was  sbe  564 

))af  sbe  endured  al  bui'  adueisite 
And  to  |»e  Sergeant*  meke  sbe  seide 
Haue  bere  a3ein  my  litel  jonge  maide  567 

(74) 
And  gop  now  quod  sbe  and  dof  my  lordes  beest*  568 

And  oon  ]»inge  wold  I  prei  of  ^oure  grace 
Tbat*  but*  my  lorde  forbede  30a  at*  lest* 
Burie]»  pla  litel  body  in  som  place  571 

})at  no  beestes  no  briddes  it*  to-race 
Buf  be  no  word  to  Jo  pwrpoos  wold  saye 
But*  toke  pe  cbilde  and  went*  vpon  bis  way  574 

(76) 
Tbis  Sergeafit*  come  to  fe  lord  ageyli  575 

And  of  Griseldes  wordes  and  of  ber  cbere 
He  tolde  bym  poynf  by  poynt*  in  sbort  and  pleyn 
And  bym  presented  wi])  bis  doubter  dere  578 

Somwbat*  ))is  lord  bad  raw|>e  in  bis  manere 
But  na])elees  bis  pt<rpoos  belde  be  stille 
As  lordes  dofl  wban  pei  wil  ban  ber  willd  581 

(76) 
And  bad  ))is  Sergeant*  ful  priveily  582 

be  sbuld  ful  soft*  ])is  cbild  welde  and  wrappe 
'with  al  pe  circumstance  tenderly 

And  carie  if  in  a  coffre  or  in  a  lappe  585 

Buf  yp  peyn  bis  bede  of  for  to  swappe 
))af  no  man  sbuld  knowe  of  bis  entenf 
Ke  wbens  be  come  ne  wbidere  be  wenf  588 
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IT  Buf  af  Boloyne  to  liis  sustei*  dere       Dairfi«8.  Uck]       589 

^af  |>oo  of  Pavie  was  countesse 

He  shuld  her  take  and  shew  liii'  J>is  mateie 

Bisechinge  huie  to  doil  her  hysynesse  592 

This  childe  to  fostere  in  al  gladnesse 

And  whoos  childe  ])af  if  was  he  bad  hii'  hide 

fifrom  euery  wijf  for  oujt*  pa,V  myjf  betide  595 

This  Sergeaunf  go))  and  ha))  fulfilled  pis  ))inge  596 

Buf  to  pis  marquis  nowe  retoume  we 

flfor  nowe  gof  he  wel  oft*  ymagynynge 

If  by  his  wif  [chere]  he  myghf  See  599 

And  by  hir  wordes  perceyue  f  af  she 

Were  chaunged  but*  he  coude  neuere  fynde . 

Buf  euere  in  oon  yliki  sad  and  kinde  602 

As  glad  as  humble  as  bysy  in  seruise  603 

and  Eke  in  loue  as  she  was  wont*  to  be 

Was  she  to  hym  in  euery  man&re  wise 

Ke  of  her  doujtei^  oon  worde  speke  she  606 

Koon  accident*  for  noon  aduersite 

Was  seen  in  hir*  ne  neuere  her  dou3tei'  name 

Kempned  she  for  emesf  ne  for  game  609 


[THE  FOURTH  PART.\ 

In  ))is  estate  passed  ben  foure  ^ere  610 

Er  she  wij  child  was  but*  as  god  wol<J 

A  knaue  childe  she  here  by  ))is  waltere 

fful  gracious  and  fS&ire  to  biholde  613 

And  whan  folk*  if  to  hir  fadere  tolde 

Nof  oonly  he  Buf  al  pe  contree  mery 

Was  for  ))e  child  and  god  ]>ei  ])ouke  and  herye  .616 

Whan  if  was  two  jere  olde  and  from  pe  bresf  617 

Departed  from  his  norce  vpon  a  day 
^is  Marquis  kaughf  jif  anoth[er]  lesf 
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To  tempten  his  wif  ofter  if  he  may 

0  nedeles  was  she  tempted  in  assay 
But*  wedded  men  knowen  no  mesure 
Whan  f ei  fynde  a  pacient*  creature 

(82) 
Wyf  quod  ^is  Marquis  }e  herd!  er  ^is 
My  puple  sekely  berej)  our  manage 
And  namely  sipen  my  sone  bom  is 
Now  if  is  WOTS  J)an  euer  in  our  age 
pe  murmur  slee^  myn .  her[te]  and  my  corage 
ffor  to  myn  eres  come])  ^e  vois  so  smerte 
^at*  if  wel  nye  destroie])  al  my  herte 

(83) 
Now  seye  men  ^us  *  whan  waltar  is  a  goon . 
^an  shal  ^e  blood  of  lanicle  succede 
And  bene  our  lord  for  o^er  haue  we  n5n 
Such  wordes  seyn  my  puple  if  is  no  drede 
Wel  ou^te  I  of  such  murmur  taken  hede 
ffor  certeynly  I  drede  such  sentence 
]>ou3e  ^ei  nof  pleynly  speke  in  myn  audience 

(84) 

1  wold  lyue  in  pees  if  ^at  I  my^f 
Wherfore  I  am  disposed  vtterly 
As  I  his  sustere  serued  by  ny^f 
Ei}f  so  I  ^enke  to  serue  hym  prively 
pus  wame  I  jou  faf  ^e  nof  sodeynly 
Ouf  of  joure  self  for  no  woo  shuld  outray 
Be^  patienf  and  feroi  I  30U  pray 

(85) 
I  haue  quod  she  seide  [])us]  and  euere  shi^ 
I  wil  desire  no  ^ing<  ccrteyn 
Buf  as  30U  lusf  nof  greueth  me  at  aU: 
^oi^e  ]>af  my  dou^tere  and  my  sone  be  sclayft 
Af  50ure  comaundemenf  ^is  is  to  sayfl 
I  haue  had  no  parte  of  children  tweyn 
Buf  fursf  siknesse  and  after'  woo  and  peyfl 
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5e  be  our  lord  doo  with  ^oui'  owe  ^inge .  652 

Ki^f  as  ^ou  lusf  and  aske])  no  rede  of  me  Deaf  i»,  tedcj 

ffor  88  I  left*  at*  home  al  my  clo])iiige 

whan  I  come  firsf  to  ^ou  rijt*  so  quod  she  655 

left  I  my  wiH  and  al  my  liberie 

And  toke  joure  clo]>ing«  wherfore  I  )ou  prey 

Do  )oure  wille  I  wille  to  it  obeye  658 

(87) 
And  certes  pf  I  had  prescience  659 

joure  will:  to  knowe .  or  ^e  )oare  lusti  me  told 
I  wold  it*  done  wi^  oute  necligence 
Bui^  now  I  wote  joure  lusf  and  whaf  je  wolde  662 

Al  joure  plesaunce  feerme  aTid  stable  I  hold 
ffor  wist*  I  ])af  my  de])  wold  do  jou  ese 
Gladly  wil  I  suffire  if  30U  to  plese  665 

(88) 
DetiL  may  make  non  comparisoun  666 

Ynto  joure  loue  and  whan  ])is  Marquis  say 
J>e  Constance  of  his  wiff  he  casf  his  hede  adoun 
And  his  eyen  two  and  wondred  how  she  may  669 

In  such  penaunce  suffre  al  ^is  array 
And  for^  he  go])  wi])  drery  countenance 
But*  to  his  herf  it  was  ful  grete  plesannce  /  672 

(89) 
This  ege  sergeant*  in  ^e  same  wise  673 

])at*  he  her  doujtere  kaughf  r^t  so  he 
Or  wors  if  he  coude  wors  devise 

Ha^  kaught*  hire  childe  ^at*  was  ful  of  bewte  676 

And  euere  in  oon  so  pacient*  was  she 
^af  she  no  chere  made  of  hevynesse 
Bujt*  kise^  her  sone  and  after  can  hym  blesse  679 

(90) 
Saue  ^is  she  preide  him  if  ]>af  he  my^t*  680 

hit'  litel  sone  he  wold  on  er^e  graue 
his  tendere  lymmes  delicat*  to  sijt* 
fixo  fowles  and  beestes  forto  saue  683 
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Buf  she  noon  answeie  of  hjm  myjf  hane 

He  went*  his  way  as  he  no  fing*  wroujt*  petf  no] 

Buf  into  boloyne  tendiely  it»  broujt*  686 

(91) 
This  Marquis  wondre^  euere  lenger  ^e  more  687 

Ypon  her  pacience  and  if  ^af  he 
Ke  had  aoplj  knowe  ]>erfore 

]>at*  porfiily  her  children  loued  she  690 

He  wold  haue  wende  ^at*  of  some  sotilte 
And  of  malice  or  cruel  corage 
That*  she  had  su£&ed  ^is  wtt^  sad  visage  693 

(92) 
Wuf  he  knewe  ]>af  next*  hym  self  certayn  694 

She  loued  her  children  best*  in  euery  wise 
But*  nowe  of  wommen  wol<)  I  aske  fayfl 
fif  ^ise  assaies  my^t*  not*  suffise  697 

what*  cowde  a  stordy  husbonci  [more]  devise 
To  preue  her  wifhode  and  her  stedfastnesse 
And  be  contynuyng*  in  stordynesse  700 

(93) 
Bul^  ^er  ben  folk  of  suctL  condiciofl  701^ 

)>af  whan  ^ei  han  a  certeyn  purpoos  take 
))ey  con  not*  stinte  of  her  entencioii 
But*  as  ]wi  were  bounden  to  a  stake  704 

^ei  wil  not*  of  J>af  pzorpoos  sclake 
Rijt*  so  ^is  marquis  ha]>  fully  purposed 
To  tempten  his  wif  as  he  was  first*  disposed  707 

(94) 
He  waite^  if  by  woordes  or  countenance  708 

Jif  she  to  hym  was  chaunged  of  corage 
But*  neuere  coude  he  fynde  variance 
She  was  euere  in  hert*  &  in  visage  711 

And  euer  ]m  ferjwr  ^t*  he  was  in  age 
^  more  trewer  if  it*  were  possible 
She  was  to  hjm  in  loue  and  more  penyble  714 
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Por  whicfe  if  seme])  fits  fat*  of  hem  twoo  715 

Ther  was  but*  oon  will  for  as  waiter  lasf 

The  same  lusf  was  her  plesaunce  also  UmX  ito,  i»ek] 

And  god  be  fonked  al  felle  for  fe  besf  •  718 

She  shewed  wel  for  no  worldly  vnresf 

A  wif  as  of  her  self  no  finge  shuldf 

Willen  in  effecte  but*  as  her  husbondf  woldf  721 

(96) 
The  sclaundere  of  waltere  off  wide  sprad  722 

Thaf  a  cruel  herf  wickedly 
ffor  he  a  poor  womnian  wedded  had . 
HaJ)  morjered  bof  his  children  priuely  725 

which  murmur  was  amonge  heme  comonly 
No  wonder  was  for  to  fe  puples  eere 
fer  come  no  worde  buf  faf  fei  mwrfered  were  728 

(97) 
Por  swich  as  of  his  puple  f  «*bifore  729  ^ 

had  loued  hym  wel  desclaundred  of  his  name 
Made  hem  f af  fei  hated  hym  therfore 
To  bene  a  murdrere  is  an  hafful  name  732 

Buf  najjelees  for  emesf  ne  for  game 
He  of  his  cruelte  wold  nof  stynto 
To  tempte  his  wif  was  al  his  entente  735 

(98) 
Whan  f is  doujtere  xij  jere  was  of  age  736 

he  to  fe  courte  of  Rome  in  sotile  wise 
Enformed  of  his  wille  senf  his  massage 
Comaunding*  hem  such  billes  to  devise  739 

As  to  his  cruel  pttrpoos  may  suffise 
howe  faf  fe  pope  for  his  puples  resf 
Bad  hym  wedde  anofer  wif  if  faf  hy??i  lesf  742 

(99) 
I  sey  he  bad  faf  fei  shuld?  counterfete  743 

J)e  popes  billes  making*  mencion 
Jjaf  he  hajj  leue  his  firsf  wif  to  lete 
As  by  fe  popes  dispensacion  746 
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To  stintd  lancoure  and  dissenciofi 

Bitwix  ^6  puple  and  hjm  ^us  speke  j>e  bulle 

The  which  pei  han  publissshed  at*  ])e  fuUe       ^iniin}     749 

(100) 
The  rude  puple  as  no  wonder  is  750 

Wende  ful  wel  if  had  be  rijf  soo 
But*  ]yise  tjdyngges  commen  to  griseld  is 
I  deme  ]>af  her  herf  was  ful  woa  753 

But*  she  was  ylike  sad  euermoo 
Disposed  was  ])is  humble  ctenture/ 
pQ  adueisite  of  fortune  al  to  endure  756 

(101) 
Abydinge  euer  his  lusf  and  his  plesance  757 

To  whom  she  was  ^euene  herf  and  o^ 
As  to  her  worldely  sufi&saunce 

ffor  certeynly  for  his  story  telle  I  shafl  760 

This  Marquis  ywriten  ha])  in  specii^ 
A  lettre  in  which  he  shewe^  his  entenf 
And  sikerly  he  if  to  boloyne  senf  763 

(102) 
To  ^e  Erie  of  Pavie  which  pat  he  had  so  ^  764 

wedded  his  sustere  he  preide  specialy 
To  bringen  him  i^ein  his  children  two 
In  honurable  estaaf  al  openly  767 

Bof  of  on  Jing*  he  hym  preide  al  vtterly 
Thaf  he  to  [no]  wijf  jK>ugh  men  wold  enquere 
Shuld  nof  telle  whoos  children  fei  were  770 

(103) 
Buf  seide  ^of  pe  mayde  shuldl  wedded  be  771 

:  Ynto  pe  Marquis  of  Saluce  anofi 
And  as  ^e  erle  was  preide  so  did  he 
ffor  af  a  day  Isette  he  on  his  way  is  goik  774 

Toward  Saluse  and  lordes  mony  ofL 
In  riche  aray  ))is  maide  forto  gyde 
Hii*  yongd  brofer  ridyng*  by  hii*  side  777 
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Aroied  was  towardes  fis  manage  778 

This  inayde  fressK  ful  of  geTTunys  dere 

Hii'  brojwr  that*  vij.  ^eie  was  of  age. 

Aiaied  eke  was  fresshly  on  his  manere      [i«fi7i,iMek]     781 

And  in  grete  noblesse  and  glad  chere 

Toward  Saluce  shapinge  her  ioumay 

ffirom  day  to  day  ])ei  riden  for]>  her  way  784 


[THE  FIFTH  PAET] 

Amonge  al  ^is  afiere  his  wikked  Tsage  785 

This  Maiquys  ^t*  his  wif  to  tempten  more 

To  Je  yttresf  preef  of  his  corage 

ffally  to  haue  experience  and  lore  788 

yf  ^f  she  were  as  stedfast*  as  bifore 

he  on  a  day  in  open  audience 

wel  boistously  ha]>  seide  hii'  ]>is  sentence  791 

CErtes  Griseld  I  had  ynowe  plesaonce  792 

To  han  jou  to  my  wif  for  joore  goodnesse 

And  for  ^onre  treats  and  jour  obeysaunce 

iN^oi^f  for  joure  lynage  ne  for  jouie  ricchesse  795 

But*  i1^  is  now  knowen  in  venay  so^nesse 

)»af  in  grete  lordship  if  I  wil  avise 

Ther  is  grete  souereynte  in  sondry  wise  798 

I  may  not*  done  as  eueiy  plowe  man  may  799 

My  puple  me  constreynen  forto  take 

A  no^er  wi£f  and  crien  day  by  day 

And  eke  fe  pope  rancour  forto  sclake  803 

Consented  i1^  ^t*  dar  I  yndertake 

And  trewly  ]>us  moch  wil  I  }ou  say 

My  newe  wif  is  commyng*  by  Je  way  805 

Be  strongs  of  hert*  and  voide  anofl  hei'  place  806 

And  Jyilk*  dowary  ^af  je  broujf  to  me 
Take  if  ajein  I  grounte  if  of  my  grace 
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Eetot/me^  to  ^ouie  faders  hous  quo^  he  809 

"No  man  may  alway  baue  prosperite 

wip  euene  berf  I  lede  30U  to  endure 

fe  stroke  of  fortune  or  of  auenture  812 

(109) 
And  she  ajein  answerde  in  pacience  [iMf  nsi  813 

My  lord  quod  she  I  wote  and  wist*  alway 
howe  ^f  I  swore  30U  magnificence 
And  my  pouerf  no  man  can  ne  may  816 

Maken  noon  comparison  if  is  no  nay 
I  helde  me  neuere  digne  in  no  manere 
To  be  jonie  wif  ne  jif  yonr  cbambrere  81^ 

(110) 
And  in  ]>is  hous  ^  30  me  lady  made  820 

fe  bi^  god  take  I  for  my  witnesse 
So  wiBly  as  be  my  soole  glade 

I  belde  me  nei^er  lady  ne  maistresse  823 

Buf  bumble  s^maunte  to  ^onre  wor^inesse 
And  enere  sbal  wbile  my  bf  may  endure 
Abouen  enerj  wor^i  creature  826 

(HI) 
Tbaf  je  so  longe  of  jour  benygnite  827 

baue  bolde  me  in  bonure  and  in  nobleye 
wbere  I  was  not*  wor^i  forto  be 

f&if  fonk*  I  god  and  jou  [to]  wbom  I  prey  830 

ffor-)eelde  if  30U  yer  nys  no  more  to  sey 
Ynto  my  &dere  gladly  wU  I  wende 
And  wi^  bym  dweUe  to  my  lyves  ende  833 

(112) 
Ther  as  I  was  fostred  a  cbild  ful  smaH  834 

TU  I  be  dede  my  liff  [|»er]  wil  I  lede 
A  widowe  clene  in  berf  body  and  afi 
ffoi  si]wn  I  ^af  to  30U  my  maydenbede  837 

And  am  ^oure  trewe  wif  if  is  no  drede 
Grod  sbil<)  sucb  a  lordes  wif  to  take 
.  Anojwr  man  to  busbonde  or  to  make  840^ 
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And  of  ^oui'  newe  wif  god  of  his  grace  841 

So  grannte  jou  wel^e  and  prosperite 

ffor  I  wil  gladly  ^eeld  hii'  my  place 

In  whicE  I  was  blisful  wont*  to  be  844 

ffor  8i]wn  it*  like^  30U  my  lord;  quod  she  [iMf  m,  iMdc] 

That*  whilom  weren  al  my  hertes  resl^ 

Thal^  I  shal  goon  I  wil  goon  whan  30U  lest*  847 

(114) 
But*  fer  je  me  profre  suclL  dowarie  848 

As  I  fursf  brou^f  it*  is  wel  in  my  mynde 
If  were  my  wrecched  clo^  no  ])ing*  faira 
fe  whictl  to  me  nowe  were  fol  hard  to  fynde  851 

How  god  howe  gentile  and  how  kinde 
9e  semed  by  joure  spech  and  3001'  visage 
]>e  day  j^af  maked  was  core  manage  854 

(115) 
Bat*  80^  is  seide  algate  I  finde  it*  trewe  855 

ffor  in  effecte  is  proued  nowe  on  me 
Lone  is  not*  olde  as  whan  if  is  newe 
ffor  certes  lord  for  nofi  aduersite  858 

To  dyen  in  ^is  cas  it*  shal  not  be 
That*  in  worde  or  werk*  I  shal  repent* 
])at*  I  30U  jane  myn  hert  in  good  entent*  861 

(116) 
Hy  lorde  30  wote  ])at<  in  my  faders  place  863 

^e  diden  me  stripen  out*  of  my  poor  wede 
And  richely  ^e  cladden  me  of  joure  grace 
To  30U  broi:^t*  I  not*  ellis  out*  of  drede  865 

But*  fait*  nakednesse  and  maidenhede 
But*  here  ajein  joure  doling*  I  restore 
And  eke  my  weddyng*  ringe  for  eu^rmore  868 

(117) 
The  remena«tnte  of  ^our  Iwels  redy  be  869 

wi^  in  ^oui*  chambre  dare  I  it  seyuely  seye 
Kaked  out*  of  my  hdesra  hous  quod  she 
I  come/  and  naked  I  mote  turhe  ageyne  872 
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Al  }oure  plesaunce  wil  I  folowe  feyne 
But*  if  I  hope  if  be  nof  ^onre  entente 
]>af  I  smoklees  ouf  of  jonie  paleis  wenf 

(118) 
Je  cowde  not*  do  so  dishonesf  a  ]9inge 
That*  ilk  wombe  in  whiciL  our  children  lay 
Shnld  byfore  pQ  puple  in  my  walkinge 
Be  eeyn  al  bare  wherfor  I  ^ou  pray 
lat*  me  not*  like  a  worm  gon  by  pe  way 
Bemembie  jou  myn  /  owne  lorde  so  dere 
I  was  jouie  wif  ^ouje  I  vnworj^i  were 

(119) 
Wheifore  in  guerdon  of  my  maidenhede 
Whidi  ^t*  I  wiou^f  and  nof  ajein  here 
As  yonche^  sauf  to  ^ene  me  to  my  mede 
Bnf  snclx  a  smokke  as  I  was  wont*  to  were 
^af  I  ferwip  may  hille  ye  wombe  of  here 
J>af  was  )Oure  wif  and  here  I  take  my  leue 
Of  )owe  myn  owne  lord  lest*  I  jon  greue 

(120) 
The  smok*  quod  he  ]>af  ^on  hast*  on  ^  bak* 
Lat*  it*  be  stiUe  and  here  if  for])  wi])  ^e 
Buf  wel  vnnej  Jaf  word  he  spak* 
Buf  wenf  his  way  for  reuthe  and  pite 
Byfore  ^  folk*  hure  self  stripe])  she 
And  in  her  smok*  wi^  hede  and  fete  al  bare 
Towanl  her  fiadres  hons  for])  is  she  fare 

(121) 
The  folk*  folowed  weping*  in  hii'  way 
And  fortune  eu^re  ^ei  cursed  as  ^ei  gofi 
Buf  she  from  weping*  kepf  her  eyen  day 
Ke  in  ])is  tyme  word  spak?  she  nofl 
Her  fader  ))af  here  of  herd  anofl 
Cursed  ^e  day  and  tyme  fat  nature 
^Shopo  him  to  be  a  lyues  creature 
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For  ouf  of  doute  Jiis  olde  poor  mau  90i 

was  euei*  snspecie  of  her  manage 

fibr  euer  he  demed  si^en  it  bygan 

])at*  whan  fe  lord  yfylled  had  his  corage  907 

hjm  wold  ])enk*  if  was  a  desparage 

To  his  astate  so  lowe  to  a  li^f  paaf  i7s»  back] 

And  voiden  hif  as  sone  as  en^re  he  myjf  910 

(123) 
Ajeinst  his  don^tere  hastely  go])  he  911 

ffor  he  by  fe  noys  of  folk*  knewe  her  commyng* 
And  wi^  her  olde  cote  as  it  my^t  lie 
He  keuerej)  hif  fal  sorowfully  wepinge  914 

But*  on  hui*  body  myjf  he  if  not  bnnge 
fibr  rude  was  ])e  clo^  and  more  of  age 
By  dayes  fele  ]>an  hni^  manage  917 

(124) 
Thns  wit^  her  fadere  for  a  certeyn  space  918 

'  dwelled  p\a  floure  of  wively  pacience 
Thaf  neu^r  by  her  wordes  ne  be  her  face 
Bifore  ]>e  folk*  ne  in  her  absence  921 

Ne  shewed  she  ^af  to  hii'  was  doiL  offence 
Ne  of  hie  astate  in  remembrat^nce 
Ne  had  she  as  by  her  countenaunce  924 

(125) 
Vo  wonder  is  for  in  [her]  grete  estate  925 

Her  goosf  was  euere  in  pleyn  humilite 
No  tender  mou])e  ne  herf  delicate 

Ne  pompe  ne  semblanf  of  Eialte  928 

Buf  fnl  of  pacience  and  benygnite 
Discrete  and  pruydeles  and  euere  honurable 
And  to  her  hnsbonde  euere  meke  and  stable  931 

(126; 
Hen  speke  of  lob  and  mosf  of  his  humblesse  932 

As  clerkes  whan  hem  lusf  can  wel  endite 
Namely  of  men  baf  in  soJtfiBtstnesse 
'  fov^e  clerkes  preise  wommen  buf  a  lite  935 
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per  can  no  man  in  humblesse  hem  aquite 
Ab  wommen  can  ne  ben  half  so  tiewe 
As  wommen  bene  but*  it  be  fallen  newe 


938 


[THE  SIXTH  PART] 

Fro  babylojne  is  ^is  Erie  of  Pavie  come  939 

Of  which  ]»e  word  spronge  to  more  and  lesse 

And  to  ]»e  pules  eeres  al  and  somme 

was  cou^e  eke  a  newe  Marquyssesse  [i«f  m]  942 

He  wi]>  hym  brou^f  in  pompe  and  sach  ricchesse 

^t*  was  neuere  sey  wi]>  mannys  eye 

So  noble  aiay  in  Westlombaidye  945 

The  Marqnis  ^af  Shope  an  knewe  al  ])is  946 

Er  ]>af  ^is  erle  was  commen  sent*  his  massage 

ffor  cely  poor*  Gryseldys 

And  she  wttA  humble  herf  and  glad  visage  949 

Kou}f  wi]>  swollen  hert*  in  her  corage 

Come  af  his  heesf  and  on  here  knees  her  sette 

And  reuerently  and  wisely  she  hym  grette  952 

Oriseld  quod  he  my  wiH  is  vtterly  963 

^is  maide  ^at*  shal  wedded  be  vnto  me 

Besceyued  be  to  morowe  as  Beally 

As  it*  is  possible  in  my  hous  to  be  956 

And  eke  ]>af  eueiy  wijf  in  his  degre 

Haue  his  estate  in  sittyng*  and  seruise 

And  also  plesaunce  as  }e  can  besf  deuyse  959 

I  haue  no  womman  sufi&sant*  certayfl  960 

pe  Chambres  to  aray  in  ordynatmce 

Aiier  my  lust*  and  periot  wil  I  fayfl 

))at*  ]>ine  were  al  such  gouematmce  963 

))ou  knowest*  eke  of  olde  al  my  plesatmce 

)>ou3e  fine  aray  be  bad  and  euel  ysey 

Do  J)ou  fi  deuoyre  at*  fe  lest  wey  966 
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Noujf  only  lord  faif  I  am  glad  quod  she  967 

To  do  jouie  lust*  baf  I  deaiie  also 

jooie  forto  pleee'and  seme  in  my  d^gie 

Wiikouif  fayntise  and  shal  eueimoo  970 

Ne  neuer  for  no  wele  ne  for  no  woo 

Ne  sbal  fe  gooef  wtlAin  my  heif  stynt^ 

To  loue  90a  besf  with  al  my  tiewe  entente  973 

(132) 
And  wi^  jKxf  word  she  gan  fe  hous  to  di)t^         pMfn^^taek] 
And  tables  to  sette  and  beddys  to  make 
And  peyned  huie  to  doo  al  ]>at^  she  myjt^ 
Preying*  pe  chambreres  for  goddis  sake  977 

To  hasten  hem  and  fast*  swope  and  shake 
And  she  ye  most*  semisable  at  att 
Ha]>  euery  ychambre  araied  and  his  hallo  980 

(133) 
Aboute  vndem  gan  J>is  Erie  alijf  981 

^thal^  vi])  him  bronjf  ^ise  noble  childre  tweie 
ffor  which  fe  puple  ranne  to  se  fat  sijf 
And  hure  araye  so  richely  beseye  984 

And  ^an  af  arst  amonges  hem  ])ei  gofi  seye 
Thal^  waiter  was  no  foole  ]>ough  hym  lesf 
To  channge  his  wiff  for  if  was  for  ]»e  besf  987 

(134) 
For  she  is  fedrrei'  as  ^ei  demen  aUe  988 

Than  is  GrisdS  and  more  tender*  of  age 
And  £urrer  frayte  bytwene  hem  shnld  falle 
And  more  plesannf  for  hii'  hije  lynage  991 

nil*  brojiei'  so  faire  was  of  his  age 
]>af  hym  to  seen  fe  puple  had  kanjt*  plesaunce 
Commendyng*  nowe  je  Marquis  gou^nuzunce  994 

(135) 
0  steme  puple  ynsad  and  [vnjtrewe  995 

Eu^re  yndiscrete  and  chaungyng^  as  a  fane 
Delitinge  euere  in  Eumour  ]>af  is  nowe 
ffor  like  fe  mone  euere  weze  30  and  wane  998 
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Eiiet'e  fill  of  clapping*  dere  ynowe  a  lane 

^ooi'  dome  is  fals  ymr  constafice  euel  preue]> 

A  wel  grete  fool  is  he  ^af  on  ^ou  kue]>  1001 

(136) 
Thus  seiden  sadde  folk  in  )»af  Cite  1002 

Whan  ]>at*  ^e  puple  gased  vp  and  doun 
ffor  ^ei  were  glad  li^f  for  ]«  nouelte 
To  make  a  newe  lady  of  her  toim  1005 

No  more  of  ]>is  majce  I  menciotin  0^/175] 

Buf  to  griseld  ajein  wil  I  me  dresse 
And  telle  her  Constance  and  her  bysynesse  1008 

(137) 
Wel  bysy  w&s  gryseld  in  euery  thing^e  1009 

^1^  to  ^  feest*  was  partinenf 
"Kvfi  naught*  was  she  abasshed  of  her  clo^inge 
J>oi^e  ^i  were  Eude  and  eke  somdel  to-renf  1012 

Buf  wi])  glad  chere  to  ^e  gate  is  went^ 
wT^  o]wr  folk  to  greten  ^e  Marquissesse 
And  after  do])  she  for]>  her  bysynesse  1015 

(138) 
Wi^  fdl  glad  chere  ^e  gestes  she  receyue])  1016 

And  Boxomly  euerich  in  his  degre 
That*  no  man  defawte  ^er  perceyue]) 
Buf  euere  j^ei  wondren  what*  she  myjt  be  1019 

Thaf  in  so  poor  aray  was  forto  se 
And  cowde  sucH  honure  &  reuerence 
And  wor]>ely  ]>ei  preisen  her  prudence  1022 

(139) 
In  al  ^is  me[ne]  while  she  ne  stynte  1023 

This  maiden  and  eke  her  broker  to  commend 
Wi^  al  her  herf  and  benigne  entente 
So  wel  ^f  no  man  koude  her  prise  amende  1026 

Baf  at*  ^e  last*  whan  at*  ^ise  lordes  wende 
To  sitten  a  doi/n  h0  gan  to  calle 
Griseld  as  she  was  bysy  in  ]>e  halle  1029 
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Oiiseldf  qaod  he  as  it*  were  in  play  1030 

How  like])  ]w  my  wif*  in  her  bewte 

Ri3l^  wel  quod  she  my  loide  for  in  good  &y 

A  fidnei'  sawe  I  neneie  non  quod  she  1033 

I  piey  to  god  so  ^eue  30a  piosperiie. 

And  so  hope  I  he  wil  to  )oa  sende 

Plesannce  ynon^e  to  joxue  lyues  ende  1036 

(141) 
Suf  Qpn  ^ing<  I  biseche  and  wame  also ./  1037 

paf  )e  prik*  wi]>  no  tormentynge  Vmtin,  tedt] 

^is  tendere  mayden  as  ^e  ban  dofi  moo 
fibr  she  is  fostred  in  her  norshynge  1040 

fful  tenderly  in  her  jong*  pleyynge 
She  coode  noi^  aduersite  endure 
As  '^^"^^^  poor  fostied  creature  1043 

(U2) 
And  whan  ^is  Walter'  segh  her  pacience  1044 

her  glad  chere  and  no  malice  at<  aH 
And  he  so  off  ha]>  done  hii^  offence 
And  she  euer  constanf  and  sad  as  a  wdtt  1047 

Contynuyng*  euer  her  innocence  ou«7'att 
This  stordy  marquis  gan  his  herta  dresse 
To  Rwe  vpon  hui*  wifly  stidfastnesse  •  1050 

(143) 
This  is  ynoi^e  Griselcl  myfl  quod  he  1051 

Be  no  more  agasf  ne  euel  apayde 
I  haue  ]>i  fei^  and  ^i  benignyte 

As  wel  as  euer  womman  was  asaied  1054 

In  gr[e]te  astate  and  poorly  araied 
Now  knowe  I  dere  wiff  ^i  stedfastnesse 
And  hure  in  armes  toke  and  gan  to  kesse  1057 

(lU) 
And  she  for  wonder  toke  feroi  no  kepe  1058 

She  herd  not*  what^  ^ing*  ^af  he  seide 
She  ferde  as  she  had  sterf  ouf  of  her  sclepe 
Til  she  out*  of  ^e  maisednesse  abreide  1061 
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Gnselc}  quod  he  "by-god  faf  for  ycrdeyde 

foM  arf  my  wif  and  noon  o]>er  I  bane 

Ke  neueie  had  as  god  my  sonle  sane  1064 

(1*8) 
Thia  is  ^i  doubter  which  ^u  hast  supposed  1065 

To  bene  my  wif  and  noon  o^er  fei])fally 
shal  bene  myn  heii'  as  I  haue  eueie  disposed 
Thowe  here  hem  in  pi  body  trewly  1068 

At  boylen  haue  I  kepte  hem  sikerly 
Take  hem  ajein  for  fou  myjp  not*  seyn  [ImT  itq 

fB,\f  povr  hast  lorn  eny  of  pi  children  tweyn)  1071 

(146) 
And  folk  ^f  operwiae  ban  seide  of  me  1072 

I  wame  hem  wel  ^at*  I  haue  done  pis  dede 
ffor  no  malice  ne  for  no  cruelte 

Buf  forto  assay  ]>i  wommanhede  -  1075 

And  nof  forto  scle  my  children  god  forbede 
Bul^  forto  kepen  hem  prively  and  stiUe 
Til  I  ]>i  purpoos  knewe  and  al  pi  vnlle  1078 

(147) 
And  whan  she  pis  herd  adottn  in  swowe  she  fallep      1079 
ffor  pitous  ioying*  and  after  hire  swowinge 
She  bop  her  ydnge  children  to  Jiure  callep 
And  in  hure  armes  pitously  wepinge  1082 

Enbrased  bop  tenderly  kissynge 
Wel  like  a  modere  wip  her  salt^  teereiA 
She  baped  bop  her  visage  a7id  her  heeree  1085 

(148) 
0  such  a  pitous  pinge  it*  was  to  see  1086 

Her  sownyng*  and  her  pitous  vois  to  here/ 
Gramercy  my  lord  god  y  thenk  )ou  qt^od  she 
pal^  je  ban  saued  me  my  children  dere^  1089 

Now  rech  I  neuere  to  be  dede  ri3t*  here 
Sip  I  stonde  in  ^oui'  lone  and  in  ^oui'  grace 
Ko  force  of  dep  ne  whan  my  spirit  pace  1092 
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A  tendei'  o  dere  .a  ^enge  children  myii)  1093 

Jouie  wooful  modere  wende  siedfasily 

J)at*  cruel  hoondes  or  some  Yeimyii) 

Had  eten  30U  but*  god  of  Ids  mercy  1096 

And  joure  benigne  fadei'  tenderly 

Ha])  done  30U  kepte  and  ])af  same  stounde 

Al  sodeynly  she  swapte  doun  to  fe  grounde  1099 

(150) 
And  hin  her-swowne  so  sadly  holde])  she  1100 

her  children  two  whan  she  gan  hem  brace 
That*  wi])  grete  scleighf  and  difficulte  :>af  its,  bidi] 

The  children  from  her  armes  gan  ]^i  to  rase  1103 

0  mony  a  tere  .0  mony  a  pitous  face 
Doun  ranne  of  hem  ]>af  stoden  hyr  beside 
VnneJ  aboute  hui*  my3t«  fei  abide  1106 

(151) 
Walter  hii*  vptake])  and  hei*  sorowe  gladef  1107 

She  arise])  yp  al  abasshed  from  her  trance 
And  euery  wi3f  hii*  loye  and  feesf  makej> 
To  she  haue  kan^f  a3ein  her  countenance  1110 

Walter  her  do^  so  fei])fully  plesaunce 
J)at*  if  was  deynte  for  to  se  ^e  chere 
Bitwixe  hem  two  nowe  ]>ei  bene  mette  in  fere  1113 

(152) 
Thise  ladys  whan  ]>ei  hei  tyme  say  1114 

han  taken  hui'  and  into  chambre  gone 
And  stripen  hii'  out*  of  her  rude  aray 
And  in  a  clo^e  of  gold  )»it<  brighte  shone  1117 

wip  a  crowne  of  mony  a  ricbe  stone 
vpon  hui'  hede  ^ei  hii^  into  halle  brou^f 
And  pGt  she  was  honoured  as  she  ou^f  1120 

(153) 
Thus  ha]>  f\a  pitous  day  a  blisfol  ende  1121 

ffor  euery  man  and  womman  dojy  his  my3t* 
TMs  day  in  myr])e  and  reuel  to  dispendei 
Til  on  ])e  welken  shoon  ye  sterres  bri^f  1124 
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ffor  more  solempne  in  euerj  mannys  s^t^ 

This  feat*  was  and  gretter  of  costagQ 

pan  was  ye  reuel  of  ])e  manage  1127 

(164) 
fful  mony  a  jeer  in  higH  prosperite  1128 

lyuen  piae  two  in  concord  and  in  rest* 
And  richely  his  donjtei'  maried  lie 
Vnto  a  lord  on  of  fe  wor]>iesf  1131 

Of  aM  ytaile  and  ]>an  in  pees  and  rest* 
His  wifes  fadei*  in  his  courte  he  kepe]> 
Til  ])af  his  sonle  out*  of*  his  hody  crepeth     Omt  177]     1134 

(155) 
His  sone  entrejy  into  his  heritage  1135 

In  rest*  and  pees  aftere  his  faders  day 
And  fortunate  was  eke  in  mariage 

Al  putte  he  not*  his  wif  in  assay  1138 

7his  world  is  not*  [so]  stronge  it*  is  no  nay 
As  it*  hajy  bene  in  olde  tymes  jore 
And  harkenejy  what*  pQ  auctour  seij»  j»erfore  1141 

(156) 
))is  storie  is  seide  not*  ]»a<^  wives  shuld  1142 

ffolowe  Gryseld  as  in  humilite 
ffor  it*  were  importable  fgn^e  fei  wold 
But*  Jat*  euery  w^t*  in  h&  degre  1145 

Shulde  be  constant*  in  aduersite . 
This  storie  whicK  he  wi]»  high  stile  endite]> 
Wi^  pacience  Griseld  he  qwite])  1148 

(167) 
ffor  8i]>ens  a  woTTunan  was  so  pacient*  1149 

Ynto  a  mortaH  man  moch  more  we  oujt* 
Eesceyue  alle  in  gree  paif  god  ts  sent* 
ffor  grete  scelys  he  preue^  paif  he  boujt*  1152 

Mankynde  pe  which  p&V  he  wroujt* 
As  sei]>  seint*  lame  if  je  hiB  pistel  rede 
He  preue])  folk  al  day  it*  is  no  drede  1155 
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And  siLf&e]>  vs  as  for  our  exarcifle  1156 

Wijy  abarpe  shoures  of  adu^rsite 

Wei  ofte  to  be  leten  in  sondiy  wise 

Kowe  forto  knowe  vs  for  certys  he  ^  1159 

Er  we  were  bom  knewe  al  onr  freelte 

And  for  our  best*  is  al  oui'  gou^maunce 

Lat*  vs  if  bane  ]>an  in  vertuons  suffiranco  1162 

iOkamem^i  oddMrn  to  Ite  fWf.] 

Buf  00  witte  barkene])  loidyngges  er  30  goo  /  1163 

It  were  ful  barde  nowe  adayes 

In  al  a  tonne  fynde  Griseldjs  Jire  or  two 

ffor  if  yei  were  putte  in  suclL  assaies  1166 

y^  gold  of  bem  bajy  nowe  so  bardf  alaies 

Wi^  bras  ]>af  J^onje  )ye  kynde  be  faire  atte  ye 

If  woU:  rajyer  brasf  a  two  ]>an  plye  1169 

(160) 
[flfor  wbicbe  biere  .  for  the  wifes  love  of  bath  ffii^'Udb^' 
whos  lyf*  and  al  birs  .  swete  god  maynteigne^  nfsu^vm^ 
In  high  maistrie  .  and  ellis  were  if  skath         ^  ^'^'  ^^"■^' 
I  wil  wiUi  lusty  herf .  fressh  and  grene  1 173 

Say  now  a  song* .  to  gladde  yow  I  wene 
And  late  vs  stynf  .  of  Emestful  matiere 
Herknyth  my  song< .  thaf  saith  in  this  manere]  1176 

n  M<tM^<Wlt»M«Jfa;4ftwl.U71.] 


f  Le  Toy  Se  Chanoere  y        [headlme] 

(161) 

GHiselcl  is  dede  and  eke  her  pacience  Cka^m.iiMk] 

And  boj  af  onys  yburied  in  Ytalie 
ffor  which  I  cry  in  open  audience  1179 

No  wedded  man  be  hardy  to  assaile 
His  WjTves  pacience  in  trust  to  fynde 
Griseldes  for  in  certeyn  be  shal  faile  1 182 
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0  noble  -wjuea  ful  of  hegll  prudence 

laf  none  homilite  301110  tonge  nayle 

Ke  lat*  no  clerk'  haue  cause  ne  diligence  1185 

To  write  of  30U  a  stone  of  suc&  meryaile 

As  of  griseldtf  pacienf  and  kynde 

lest*  Chjchyuache  30U  swelowe  in  bir  entiaale  1188 

Folowe])  ekko  ])af  liolde]>  no  silence 
Buf  euere  answere])  af  pe  countzetale 
Be|>  not*  bydaflfed  for  our  Innocence  1191 

.  But*  sbarpely  take  on  30U  pe  gouemaile 
Emprinte]>  wel  ])is  lessofi  in  jouie  mynde 
ffor  Comon  profit*  sitti  if  may  availe  1194 

HE  diede  hem  nou^f  doth  hem  no  leuerence  1201 

fibr  J^ouje  ^ine  busbonde  aiaied  be  in  maile 

pe  arowes  of  ]>i  crabbed  eloquence  1203 

Sbal  perce  bis  brest  and  eke  bis  aduentale 

In  LJowsie  I  rede  eke  J)ou  bym  bynde 

And  ]>at*  ])ou  sbalt  make  bym  coucbe  as  do]>  a  quale   1206 

If  poxL  be  faire  ]^re  folk  bene  in  present* 

Sbewe  ]k)u  ])i  visage  and  ])ine  apparaile 

If  ]K)we  be  fowle  be  free  of  ])i  dispence  1209 

To  gete  pQ  freendes  ay  do  ^i  travaile 

Be  aye  of  cbere  as  li^t*  as  leef  on  lynde 

And  lat*  hjm  care  and  wepe  arid  wryng*  and  waile      1212 

^e  Arcbe  wiffes  stonde])  at*  joui'  defence  1195 

Si])  je  bene  stronge  as  is  a  grete  camaile 

Ne  Suffre])  nof  ]>at*  man  do  30U  offence  1197 

And  sclendere  wyves  feble  as  in  bataHe 

Betb  egre  as  a  tygre  jende  in  Ynde 

Ay  Clappe])  as  a  mylle  I  30U  counsaile .  1200 
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f  The  prologe  of  ye  flfrfttoikeleyid.  [^S^f^ 

ETTY  goddis  mercy  seide  oure  hoosf  J>oo  / 

n    Alle  euel  vynes  god  kepe  yb  ho  2420 

ffor  inoiij  sclei^tes  and  flub[t]ilite8 
Bene  in  wommon  paif  bene  euere  bisj  as  bees 
Ys  folj  men  forto  desceyue 

fifor  ttom  fe  so^  enere  ynl  fei  weive  2424 

Bj  monj  ensamples  it*  prouejy  weH 
Bnf  dontelees  as  tiewe  as  enj  stele 
I  hane  a  wiff*  ]>ongb  she  poor  be 

But*  of  her  txinge  a  labbyng*  shiew  is  she  2428 

And  she  ha^  an  hope  of  vices  moo 
]>eiof  no  force  laf  al  su<^  J'inggeff  goo 
But*  wete  je  what*  in  counsaile  be  if  saide 
He  rewe^  sore  ^af  I  am  to  her  teide  2432 

ffor  and  I  shnld  rekne  eue[r]y  vice 
Which  ^af  she  ha])  ywis  I  were  not*  wis 
^d  cause  whi  for  if  shuld  reported  be 
And  tolde  to  hure  of  somme  of  p\a  mayne  2436 

Of  whom  if  nede^  nof  to  declare 
8i)»  wommen  kon  oaf  such  chaffaie 
And  eke  my  witte  suffise])  not  ^erto 
,To  telle  alle  ^^ore  my  tale  is  doo  2440 

[Nb  break  in  the  M&] 
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Six'  ffirannkeleyne  come  nei'  if  it*  jottt*  wHle  be       i<m  lea/ntft 

And  say  TB  a  tale  for  sertys  30 

Can  ^eron  as  moc£L  as  enj  man 

Naj  sii'  quod  he  I  wil  say  as  I  can  4 

Witli  hertely  wille  for  I  nyl  be  rebelle 

A^einsf  jottie  wille .  a  tale  nowe  wil  I  telle 

ELiue  me  ezcnsed  3if  I  sey  amys . 

My  wille  is  good  and  loo  my  tale  is  ^is  */  8 

%  H«re  ende|i  >e  pndoge  of  >e  AraiukeUyft 
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712 

[lMfl79»bMk} 


716 


And  here  bygyime]^  ])6  ffiranJikeleyni  tale      {omu^rmi 
[THE  PROEM.'] 


Thise  olde  gentile  bretoynes  in  hei'  daies 
Of  dyneis  auentuies  maden  laies 
Eymeden  in  her  forsf  bretoyne  tonge 
Wlii<^  lajes  wi])  her  instromentes  ])ei  songe 
Oi]>er  ellia  radden  hem  for  her  plesafice 
And  oon  of  hem  haue  I  in  remembrance 
Which  I  shal  seie  wi^  as  good  wille  aa  I  can/ 
But*  sirs  bj  cause  ])af  I  am  buf  a  buritt  man 
Af  mj  bygynnynge  fursf  I  30a  biseche 
Haue  me  excused  of  my  rwde  speche 
I  lered  neuere  rethorike  certeyne 
^inge  ^af  I  speke  it*  mof  be  bare  and  pleyne 
I  slepte  neuere  on  ])e  mounte  of  pamaso 
Ne  I  neuer  lered .  Maichus  Tullius  ne  Cithero 
Colours  of  rethorike  kneive  I  none  wtt^-out*  dredo 
Buf  such  coloures  as  growen  in  Jie  mode 
Or  ellis  such  as  men  dye  or  peynf 
Colours  of  rethorike  bene  to  me  queynf 
Mi  spirit*  fele])  not*  of  sudL  matierd 
Buf  if  jou  lusf  my  tale  shul  30  here 
;  [No  break  in  the  M8^ 


[THE  TALE.] 

richer  was  a  knyghf  ]>af  loued  sind  did  his  peyne 
JL   In  aimorike  ])af  deped  is  breteyne 
To  seruen  a  lady  in  his  besf  wise 
And  mony  a  laboure  &  mony  a  greto  emprise 
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He  for  his  lady  wioujf  er  she  were  wonne 

ffor  she  was  oon  fe  fairesf  vndere  sonne 

And  eke  ferto  come  of  so  higfi  kynrede 

J)af  wel  Yunejyes  durst*  f  is  knyghi?  for  drede  736 

Telle  huie  his  woo  his  peyne  and  his  distresse 

But*  at*  pQ  last*  she  for  his  wor]>inesse 

And  namely  for  his  meke  obeysafice 

Ha]>  suche  a  pite  kau^t*  of  his  ^naunce  740 

That*  priyely  she  felle  of  his  acorde 

To  take  hym  for  hure  husbond  and  her  lortl 

Of  suche  lordship  as  men  han  ouer  her  wyves 

And  forto  lede  ])e  more  in  blisse  lier  lyves  744 

Of  his  fire  wills  he  swore  hur6  as  a  kny^t* 

Jaf  neuere  in  his  wille  by  day  ne  ny^f 

Ne  shuld  ypon  hym  take  no  maistrie 

A^einsf  her  wille  ne  kith  hxae  lalousie  74S 

Buf  hure  obeye  and  folowe  her  wille  in  alt  nearm] 

As  eny  louyere  to  his  lady  shdi 

Saue  ^af  fe  name  of  souereynte 

That*  wolde  he  han  for  shame  of  his  degre  752 

She  ^onke]>  hym  and  vnp  ful  grete  humblesse 

She  seide  sii*  sif  of  joure  gentylnesse 

90  pro&e  me  to  han  as  large  a  reyne 

Ke  wolde  neuere  god  betwix  ys  twe3me  756 

As  in  my  gilt*  were  eifer  werre  or  striff 

Sir*  I  wil  be  joure  owne  humble  &  trewe  wiff* 

Haue  here  my  troufe  til  Jat*  my  hert*  brest* 

Thus  bene  ]>ei  bo]»  in  quiete  and  in  rest*  760 

ffor  oon  ^inge  sires  saufly  dar  I  seie 

That*  frendes  euerich  opev  most*  obeie 

)if  fei  wil  longe  holde  companye 

loue  wil  not*  bene  constreyned  be  maistrye  764 

whan  maistrie  commep  )^  god  of  loue  anon 

Bete])  on  his  wengges  and  fare-wele  he  is  gofl 

loue  is  a  ]>inge  as  eny  spirits  &ee 

Wommen  of  kynde  desiren  liberte  768 
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And  nou3t*  to  be  constreyned  as  a  ]>raH 

And  so  done  men  ^if  I  ])e  sojie  seie  sbaH 

Loke  wlio  ]>af  is  most*  pacient^  in  loue 

He  is  at*  bis  avaantage  aboue  772 

Pacience  is  an  bie  vertue  certejfi 

ffor  it*  Yenquyssbe]}  as  derkes  seyne 

Tbingges  y&if  rigouie  sbulde  neuere  ateyne 

ffor  eueiy  worde  men  may  not*  cbide  ne  pleyne  776 

Leme])  to  sufi^  or  ellis  so  mote  I  go& 

je  Sbul  it*  leme  wbedei*  je  wil  or  nofi 

ffor  in  fis  world?  certcyne  no  wijf  nys 

^af  be  ne  do])  or  sei])  some  tyme  amys  780 

Or  o]^!'  siknesse  oi]>er  constellaciofl 

"Wyne .  woo .  or  cbauncbynge  of  complexioQ 

Cause]»  ful  off  to  do  amys  ei])ei'  speken 

On  euery  wronge  men  may  no<^  be  a-wreken  784 

Aitere  pQ  tyme  most*  be  temp^raunce  vm  170,  teek] 

To  euery  wijf  Jaf  can  no  gouemaunce 

And  ferfore  haf  f is  worfi  wise  knyjte 

To  lyue  in  ease  sn£&afice  bura  bib^te  788 

And  sbe  to  bym  ful  wisely  gan  to  swere 

])at*  neuere  sbuld  ])er  be  defaute  in  berd 

Here  may  men  seen  an  bumble  wif  acorJ 

Tbus  ba])  sbe  take  ber  seruaunte  and  ber  lorcl  792 

Seruat^nte  nyl  ofi  and  lord  in  manage 

fan  was  be  bo]»  in  lordsbip  and  seruage 

Seruage  nay  but*  in  lordscbip  alloue 

Sy]7ens  be  ba])  bo])  bis  lady  and  bis  loue  796 

His  lady  certys  and  bis  wiff  also 

Tbe  wliicb  fat*  lawe  of  loue  accorde])  ferto 

And  wban  be  was  in  fis  prospmte 

Home  vrif  bis  wiff  be  gop  to  bis  cuntre  800 

Not*  fer  £ro  Pedmarke  fer  as  bis  dwelling*  was 

Wbere  as  be  lyue]?  in  blisse  and  in  solas 

Wbo  coutbe  telle  but*  be  bad  wedded  be 

Tbe  loie  fe  ease  and  Je  prosperite  804 
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That  is  bitwix  an  husbonci  and  his  wiff 

A  jere  and  more  lasted  ^is  blisful  lif. 

Til  ])af  pis  kny3t*  of  whic&  I  spake  of  pxia 

That*  of  kynrede  was  cleped  Arueragus  808 

Shope  hym  to  goon  and  dwelle  a  jere  or  tweyn) 

In  engeloncl  ])at<  cleped  was  hreteyn) ./ 

To  seche  in  armes  worship  and  eke  honour 

ffor  aH  hit  lusf  he  sette  in  suc&  labour  812 

And  dwelle]>  )^re  pe  boke  sei^  fna 

Now  wil  I  stint*  of  ^is  Arueragus 

And  speken  I  wil  of  dorygen  his  wiff* 

That*  loue]>  her  husbonde  as  his  hertes  lif*  816 

And  for  his  absence  wepe^  she  aiid  sike^e 

As  done  ]>ise  noble  wyues  whan  hem  like)> . 

She  moume]> .  wake]> .  waile]) .  faste^  &  playne]> 

Desire  of  his  presence  hure  so  destreyne])  820 

That*  aH  fia  wide  worlcl  she  sette  af  noujt*  Cteif  iw] 

Her  frendes  which  ^af  knewe  her  hevy  J^oujf 

In  al  ^at*  euere  fei  iny^f  or  may 

fei  prechen  hui'  fei  tellen  hui'  ny3t  and  day  824 

y&V  causelees  she  slee])  her  self  alas 

And  euery  comfort*  possible  in  fia  cas 

They  doon  to  hure  wi]>  al  her  bysynesse 

And  al  forto  make  hure  late  her  heuynesse  828 

By  processe  as  je  knowe  wel  euerechoil 

Men  may  so  longe  grauen  in  pe  stofl 

Til  some  figure  ])er-Inne  emprinted  be 

So  longe  ban  fei  conforted  hure  pa\?  she  832 

Eesceyued  haj)  by  hope  and  by  resofl 

The  emprintyng*  of  hure  constellaciofl 

Thorgh  which  here  grete  sorowe  gan  aswage 

She  may  not  alway  endure  in  such  a  rage  836 

And  eke  arueragus  in  al  ])is  care 

Ha]>  sent*  her  htttea  home  in  al  ^is  fare 

And  ^af  he  wold  come  hastely  ajein 

Oy^er  ellis  had  fiB  sorowe  hure  hert*  sclayn  840 
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Her  frendes  segH  huie  herfc*  gan  to  sclake 

And  preiden  hure  on  knees  for  goddys  sake 

To  come  and  to  Rome  hure  in  companye 

Away  to  dryve  hure  derk  fantasie  844 

And  fynaly  she  graunted  faf  request* 

ffor  wel  she  seghe  it*  was  for  pe  best* 

Nowe  stoode  hure  castel  fast*  by  pe  see 

And  oft  wif  hure  frendes  walked  she  848 

Hire  to  disporte  on  pe  See  bank*  on  heg& 

Where  as  she  mony  shippe  ajid  barge  segh 

Seilynge  her  cours  where  hem  lust*  to  goo 

But*  9if  was  f  er  a  parcelle  of  her  woo .  852 

ffor  to  hure  self  ful  ofte  seide  she 

Is  f  er  no  shippe  of  so  mony  as  I  see 

wil  bringe  home  my  lord  Jan  wold  my  herte 

Al  warisshe  of  ]>ise  bittere  peynes  smerte .  856 

A-noper  tyme  f  er  wil  she  sitte  and  ])euke  beaf  iso,  back] 

And  cast*  her  yen  downward  fro  f  e  brinke 

But*  whan  she  se^  pe  grisaly  rokkes  blake 

ifor  verrey  fere  wold  hure  hert*  quake  860 

fat*  on  her  fete  she  my^t*  iiot*  hure  sustene 

Jan  wold  she  sitte  doune  on  Je  grene 

And  pitously  into  Je  see  she  wolde  biholde 

And  seyn  ri3t*  Jus  with  soroweful  hert*  cold  864 

Eteme  god  Jat*  Jouigh  Ji  pt^rueauTzce 

Ledest*  Je  worlde  by  certeyn  gouemaMnce 

In  ydelnesse  as  men  sayne  ye  no  Jinge  make 

But*  lorde  pise  grisly  feendly  rokkes  blake  868 

That*  semen  rajer  a  foule  confusiofL 

Of  werk*  pan  eny  faire  creacion 

Of  which  a  parfif  god  and  a  stable 

why  ban  je  wroujf  pis  werk  vnresonable  872 

ffor  by  pis  werk*  soupe .  norp  .  eest*  &  west* 

Ther  nis  yfostred  man  ne  biddde  ne  beesf 

If  dop  no  good  to  my  witte  but*  anoyep 

Se  ^e  not*  lorde  how  man-kynde  it*  destroiep  876 
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An  C.  thousand  bodies  of  man-kjnde  ' 

Han  rokkes  sclayn  al  be  pei  noujt  in  luynde 

Which  mankynde  is  so  faire  part*  of  pi  werke 

pa,\f  ])ow  it  maide^t*  like  to  ])ine  honde  werke  880 

peoL  semed  if  ^e  had  a  grete  cheerte 

Towan)  mankynde  but*  how  ])an  may  if  be 

Jyaf  ^e  suche  menes  make  if  to  destroieu ./ 

WhicH  menes  done  no  good  buf  euer  anoyen  884 

I  wote  wel  clerkys  woUea  seyn  as  hem  lesf 

By  argumenf  psif  al  ])ing<  is  for  pe  besf 

^ugh  I  ne  can  pe  causesse  forso])  knowe 

JBuf  pUk  god  p&V  made  wynde  to  blowe  888 

As  kepe  my  lorde  ])is  is  my  conclusiofi 

To  clerkes  lete  I  al  disputacion 

Buf  wolde  god  ])af  aH  ]>e  rokkes  blake 

Were  sonken  into  helle  for  his  sake  892 

Thise  rokkes  scleen  myn  herf  for  fere  []«•' isi] 

Thus  wol(}  she  sayn  vrip  mony  a  pilous  tere 

Hire  frendes  segh  ]>af  [it]  was  no  disporf 

To  Komen  by  pQ  see  buf  discomforf  896 

And  shopen  for  to  pleyen  somwher  ellis 

They  leden  hure  by  lyuers  and  by  wellys 

Aud  eke  in  o)^r  places  delitables 

Thei  daunsen  OTid  pley  atte  chesse  and  tables  900 

8p  on  a  day  ri^f  on  pe  morowe  tyde 

Vnto  a  gardyne  J)af  was  per  beside 

In  whiche  ^af  ])ei  had  made  her  ordinaunce 

Of  vitaille  and  of  oj^ere  purueaunce  904 

They  goon  and  pleien  hem  al  pe  longe  day 

And  ])is  was  on  pe  sexf  morowe  of  may 

Whicfi  may  had  peinted  vrip  his  softe  shoures 

This  gardeyn  ful  of  leues  and  of  floures  908 

And  wi]>  craff  of  mannys  honde  so  curiously 

Araied  had  pia  gardyne  traily 

Thaf  neuere  nas  J)er  gardyne  of  such  prise 

Buf  jif  if  were  pe  verrey  paradyse  912 
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The  odour  of  floures  and  )>e  freaahe  si^t* 

Wold  haue  made  eny  pensif  hert*  li3f 

That*  enere  was  boril  but*  if  to  grete  siknesse 

Oi]^r  to  grete  soiowe  helde  if  in  distiesse  916 

And  aftere  dynere  gan  ^ei  to  daunce  918 

So  ful  if  was  of  bewte  wi^  plesat/nce  917 

And  syngen  also  buf  dirigen  song<  allond 

And  made  alway  her  compleinte  and  her  mone  920 

ffor  she  ne  segh  him  in  )^  daunce  goo 

]9af  was  her  hnsbonde  and  her  loue  also 

Buf  najyelees  she  mosf  a  tyme  abide 

And  wi])  good  hope  lete  she  her  sorowe  glide  924 

IF  Ypon  ^is  daunce  amonges  ofer  men 

Daunsed  a  squiei'  afore  Dorigen 

JXtf  fresshei'  was  and  lolier  of  araye 

As  to  my  dome  ^an  is  fe  mou^e  of  may  928 

He  synge])  and  dounse])  passinge  eny  man  i>afi8i,bMk] 

]}af  is  or  was  sirens  fis  world  bygan 

))er-wi])  he  was  if  men  shnld  hym  discrive 

On  pQ  besf  faring*  man  alyue  932 

^ngi .  strong*  ri^f  vertuous  riche  and  wis 

And  wel  byloued  and  holden  in  grete  pris 

And  shortely  if  pe  so])  tellen  I  shal 

Vnwittyng*  of  f  is  Dorigen  af  aH  936 

This  lusty  squyere  seruaunte  to  Venus 

Which  ])af  ideped  was  aurelius 

Had  loued  hure  besf  of  eny  creature 

Two  jere  and  more  as  was  his  auenture  940 

Buf  neuere  dursf  he  telle  of  his  greuaunce 

Wi^uf  cuppe  he  dronke  al  his  penaunce 

He  was  despeired  no  ]>ing*  dursf  he  saye 

Sauf  in  his  sawe  somwhaf  wold  he  wreye  944 

His  woo  as  in  generaU  compleynyng* 

He  saide  he  loued  and  was  byloued  no  )>ing* 

Of  such6  matere  made  he  mony  laies 

Songges  compleyntes  roundelett«tf  virrelaies  948 
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How  )>af  he  durst*  not*  his  soiowe  telle 

^af  languysshe^  as  a  fuyre  do^  in  helle 

And  deye  he  seide  most  I  as  did  £kko 

ffor  Narsisus  ]>at*  duisf  nof  telle  huie  woo  952 

In  ofere  manere  ]>an  ^e  here  me  saye 

Ne  durst*  he  nof  to  hxae  his  woo  bywrey 

Saue  perauenture  somtyme  at*  daunces 

^ere  jonge  men  kepen  her  obseruaunces  956 

U  may  wel  be  he  loked  on  hure  face 

In  such  a  wise  as  man  ])af  aske^  grace 

But*  no  j»inge  wist6  she  of  his  entent* 

Ka]>eles  it*  happed  er  pei  ])ens  went*  960 

Bycause  fsAf  he  was  hur^  neighbour 

And  was  a  mon  of  worship  and  honour 

And  had  yknowe  hym  oft*  tymes  jore 

^ei  fylle  in  speche  more  and  more  964 

Ynto  his  ptirpoos  drowe  aurelius  [Imt  issj 

And  whan  he  segK  his  tyme  he  saide  ])us 

Madame  quod  he  by  god  ^at*  ]>is  worlc)  made 

So  fat*  I  wist*  it*  myjt*  ^oure  herte  glade  968 

I  wold  )»af  day  ^t*  ^oure  arueragus 

Went*  to  ])e  see  p&if  1  Aurelius 

Had  went*  ^t*  I  shuld  neuere  come  ajein 

ffor  wel  I  wote  my  seruise  is  in  yeyfii  972 

My  gwerdoil  is  but*  brestjmg  of  myfi  herte 

Madame  rewe))  vpon  my  peynes  smerte 

ffor  as  ynp  a  swerde  )e  may  me  scle  or  saue 

Here  at  joure  fote  god  wolde  I  were  in  graue  976 

I  haue  as  nowe  no  leisere  forto  seie 

Haue  mercy  on  me  swete  or  je  wil  do  me  die 

She  gan  to  loke  vpon  Aurelius 

Is  pU  joure  wille  quod  she  and  saye  je  ]>us  980 

Keuer  ersf  quod  she  ne  wist*  I  what*  ^e  menf 

But*  nowe  Aurely  I  knowe  joure  entent* 

By  )>ilk6  god  ]>at*  jaf  me  soule  and  US 

Ne  fihal  I  neuere  be  an  vntrewe  wiff  .  984 
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In  woide  ne  werk  as  fer  as  I  hane  witte 

I  wil  bene  his  to  whom  )nit*  I  am  knjtte 

But  aftere  ])at^  in  pleyn  Jras  seide  she  988 

Take  pia  for  fynal  answere  as  for  me  987 

Auielj  quod  she  by  hi^e  god  aboue 

)if  wil  I  graunte  jou  to  be  ^oure  lone 

Si^^  I  see  ^on  so  pitoualy  complejne 

Loke  what*  day  )«it*  enenlong*  breteyns  992 

)e  lemene  alle  ))e  Eokkes  stoon  by  stoon 

Jmt*  )^i  laf  shippe  ne  bote  none 

I  saye  whan  ^e  han  made  fise  costes  so  clene 

Of  Rokkes  ])af  per  be  no  stone  sene  996 

Jmn  wil  I  loue  ^ou  besf^  of  eny  man 

Haue  here  my  trou)^  in  al  ^af  euere  I  can 

Is  fere  noon  o])er  grace  quod  he 

Ko  by  )»af  lorde  quod  she  fat  made  me .  1000 

ffor  wel  I  wote  fat*  shal  neuere  betide  [iarfi88,bMki 

Lat*  such  foly  out*  of  ^ouie  herf  glide 

What*  deynte  shuld  man  haue  be  his  lif* 

fforto  loue  fuiopere  mannys  wiff*  1004 

fat*  haf  hure  body  whan  fat*  hym  likef 

Aurelius  ful  ofte  sore  sikef 

Woo  was  Aurelius  whan  he  fis  herde 

And  wif  a  sorowful  herf  f  us  answerde  1008 

Madame  quod  he  f  is  were  an  impossible 

fan  mote  I  deye  a  sodeyne  def e  horrible 

And  wif  fat*  worde  hh  turned  hym  anon 

Tho  come  hire  of^r  frendes  mony  oft  1012 

And  in  the  aleis  romed  vp  and  doun 

And  no  f  ing*  wist*  of  f  is  conclusioun 

But*  sodeynly  bygonne  to  reuel  newe 

Til  faf  fe  brijte  sonne  lost*  his  hwe  1016 

ffor  f orisonth  haf  raft*  f e  sonne  his  lijf 

This  is  as  moche  to  say  as  it  was  ny3t* 

And  home  f  ei  gone  in  loie  and  in  solace 

Saue  only  wrecched  Aurelius  alias  1020 
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he  to  his  hous  is  gond  vrip  sorowful  herte 

he  sei])  he  may  nof  from  his  de])  asterte 

Hjm  seme])  he  felef  his  herf  colde 

Yp  to  ])e  heuene  his  hondys  gan  he  holde  1024 

And  on  his  knees  bare  he  sette  hym  doun 

And  in  his  raving*  seide  ^is  Oiisoun 

fibr  Yeiiey  woo  oaf  of  his  witte  he  breide 

He  nysf  not*  what*  he  spake  but*  ])us  he  seide  1028 

Wi])  pitous  hert*  ha])  he  compleynt*  bygon 

Ynto  ye  goddesse  and  first  vnto  pe  sonne 

He  seide  Appollo  god  and  gouamour 

Of  euerj  planete .  herbe .  tree  and  fiouz'  1032 

))at*  jeuesf  aftere  ^i  declinaciofl 

To  ech  of  hem  his  tyme  and  his  sesoA 

And  ^ine  harborowe  chaunge])  lowe  and  hie 

Lord  Phebns  cast*  ^i  merciable  ye  1036 

On  wrecched  Anrely  which  ])at*  am  but*  lorne  [leaf  irs] 

loo  lorcl  my  lady  ha])  my  de^  swome 

Wi]H>ate  gilf  bnt*  ^i  benignite 

Ypon  my  dedly  herte  haue  somme  pite  1040 

Bat*  wel  I  wote  lorde  phebus  if  jou  lest* 

3e  may  me  helpe  to  haue  my  lady  best* 

Now  vouched  sauf  ^at*  I  may  30U  devise 

How  ^at*  I  may  be  hulpe  and  in  what*  wise  1044 

3oure  blisful  sustre  lucyna  ^e  Shene 

)>af  of  the  see  is  cheef  goddes  and  quene 

povL^e  I^eptynus  haue  deite  in  ^e  See 

3it*  Emperesse  abouen  hem  is  she  1048 

3e  knowen  wel  lorcl  ri3t*  as  hure  desire 

Is  to  be  qwykkenejd  and  li^tned  of  ^our  fire 

ffor  which  she  folwej  jou  fu[l]  bisily 

Rijt*  soo  pe  See  desire])  naturelly  1052 

To  folowen  hure  as  she  ^af  is  goddesse 

Bo^  in  ])e  See  and  in  pQ  Kyuere  more  and  lesse 

Wherfore  lorde  phebus  ^is  is  my  requeste 

Do  ^is  myracle  or  do  myn  herte  to-bresf  1056 
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That*  nowe  iiez1><  at*  piB  opposicioil 

Whiclie  in  ^e  signe  shal  be  of  ]»e  lyofl 

As  preie  buie  so  grete  a  floode  to  bijnge 

J^at*  .y.  i&ihmQ  at*  ])e  leest*  it*  ouere  spiysge  lOGO 

pe  biest*  rokke  in  harmoiike  Bretaigne 

And  lat*  ^is  flode  enduie  jeres  twejne 

Than  certis  to  my  lady  may  I  saye 

Holde])  joure  beeste  ^e  rokkes  ben  awaye  1064 

Lord  Pbebus  do  ^is  miiacle  for  me 

Preie  bnr^  sbe  goo  no  faster  cours  ])an  ^e 

I  seie  ^owe  ^us  preie  jonre  sostre  ])at*  sbe  go . 

Ko  fastere  cours  ^an  ^e  ])ise  jeres  two  1068 

])an  sbal  sbe  be  euere  at  pe  ful  alway 

And  springe  floode  laste])  bo^  nyjt  and  day 

And  but*  sbe  voucbe-eauf  in  sucb  manere 

To  graunte  me  my  kdy  souereyn  dere  1072 

Preie  bure  to  synken  euery  rokke  adoun  panf  iss,inck] 

Into  bura  owne  derk*  regioun 

Yndere  ^e  giounde  ])er  Pluto  dwelle])  Inne 

Oi))ere  neuere  more  sbal  I  my  lady  wynne  1076 

Tbi  temple  in  Delpbos  wil  I  barefote  seke 

Lorde  Pbebus  bibolde  je  ^e  teeres  of  my  cbeke 

And  of  my  peyne  baue  compassioz^n" 

And  wi^  ^at*  worde  in  swoune  be  fUle  adoun .  1080 

And  longe  tyme  be  lay  in  a  trat^nce 

lus  bro]^r  wbicb  ^at*  knewe  of  bis  penaz^nce 

Yp  kau^t  bym  and  to  bed  byfn  brou3t* 

Despeired  in  bis  torment*  and  bis  ^ou^t*  1084 

Loo  I  ^is  wooful  creature  lye 

May  cbese  wbedere  to  lyve  or  dye 

IT  Arueragus  wi^  bool  and  grete  bonour 

As  be  [tbat]  was  of  cbyualrie  ^e  floure  1088 

Is  commen  bome  and  o^er  wor^i  men 

0  blisful  art*  ])ou  Doregen 

^at<  bast*  ])ine  lusty  busbondl  in  J^ine  armes 

^at  firessbd  knygbt*  ])at*  worjii  man  of  armes  1092 

PETWORTH  886  (6-T.  610) 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


8IX-TBXT  511 

6B0UF  F.  §  4.  franklin's  tale.  Petworth  KS. 

])at*  loue])  ^e  as  bis  owne  hertys  lif 

No  fmg  lest*  he  to  be  ymagynatiff 

])0U3e  eny  wi^t*  bad  spoke  while  he  was  oute 

To  hiira  of  loue  he  made  ^eiof  no  doute  1096 

He  noi^t*  entende])  to  no  such  matere 

Buf  daunse]) .  luste^ .  and  make^  good  chere 

And  ^ns  in  loye  and  blisse  I  lat*  hem  dwelle 

And  of  pQ  swete  Amelias  '  wil  I  telle   [}jtr»i,AnainM,intMeMs.2 

In  langour  and  in  faiious  torment*  fxia 

Two  jere  and  more  lay  wrecched  aurelius . 

Oi  eny  foote  on  er])e  he  myjt^  gofi 

No  comfort*  in  ^is  tyme  nad  he  noik  1 104 

Sanf  of  bis  bro^ere  which  ])at  was  a  clerke 

he  knewe  of  aH  J^is  woo  and  al  ])is  werke 

ffor  to  nofl  oper  creature  certeyn 

Of  ]iis  matere  ne  durste  he  no  worde  seyn)  1 108 

Yndere  bis  brest*  he  here  it*  more  secree  [iMf  imj 

Than  euere  did  pbamphilius  for  galatbe 

Bis  brest*  was  hoole  wi^-outen  for  to  sene 

But*  in  bis  herte  was  ay  ^e  arowe  kene  1112 

And  wel  to  knowe  ]iat*  afore  Sanure 

In  Surgery  ful  perilous  is  ^e  cure 

But*  men  my^t*  not*  toucbe  fe  arowe  ^ou^e  be  come  ferby 

His  brofer  wepe])  and  weilleth  prively  1116 

Til  at*  ^e  last*  hym  felle  in  remembra&ce 

That*  whiles  he  was  at*  orliafice  in  franco 

As  jonge  clerkes  ])at*  bene  likerous 

To  reden  artes  ])af  bene  curious  1120 

Seken  in  euery  balke  and  euery  heme 

Particulere  sciences  forto  leme 

He  him  remembreji  vpon  a  day 

At*  OrUaunce  in  stody  a  boke  he  sale  1124 

Of  magike  naturel  which  his  felawe 

])af  was  ^at*  tyme  a  bachilere  of  lawe 

Al  were  he  pere  to  leme  eaioper  craft* 

And  priuely  vpon  his  desfc  he  laft*  1 1 28 
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This  boke  whicti  speke  mochel  of  op^^raciofis 

Touclimge  ^e  eight  and  twenty  ^  manciofis  D  JcvzzTmj 

))at*  longen  to  ^  mone  and  such  foly 

As  in  our  daies  nys  naf  wor])  a  flye  1132 

£for  holy  church^  aei^  in  our  bileue 

ISq  sufie])  noon  illusiofi  vs  to  gieue 

And  whan  ^is  booke  was  in  lemembiaunce 

Anone  for  ioy  he  gan  to  daunce  1 136 

And  to  hym  self  saide  prmely 

My  bro]»er  shal  be  warisshed  hastely 

ffor  I  am  siker  ^af  ^er  bene  sciences 

By  whicK  men  make  dyuers  appaiences  1140 

which^  as  ))ise  subtile  tregctours  pleien 

£for  off  at*  feestes  haue  I  herde  seyen 

That*  tregetours  wi^in  an  halle  large 

Han  maden  come  watei'  in  a  barge .  1144 

And  in  the  haUe  rowe  vp  and  doune  Dc«f  iH  b«ck] 

Bomtyme  ha^  semed  [come]  a  grete  lyoun 

[And  somtyme  flours  spryng  as  in  a  mede  y^iJo^SR* 

Somtyme  a  vyne/  and  grapes  whyt  and  reede]  1 148 

Somtyme  a  castel  al  of  lyme  and  stofi 

And  whan  hen  liked  voide  if  anofi 

Thus  semed  it*  to  euery  ma^^nys  si3f 

Kow  ])an  conclude  I  ])U6  if  J^at*  I  myjt*  1 152 

Af  Orliaunce  some  olde  felawe  finde 

]»at<  had  ])e  moons  mancions  in  mynde 

Oi])er  magike  naturel  aboue 

He  shuld  wel  make  my  bro^  han  his  loue  1156 

ffor  wi])  apparens  a  man  may  make 

To  mannys  si^t*  ])af  alle  )>e  Rokkes  blake 

Of  Bretoyne  were  ywenf  euerechofl 

And  )>af  shippes  by  ])e  brinkes  myjf  commen  and  gofi  1 1 60 

And  in  such  forme  enduren  a  ^ere  or  twoo 

fan  were  my  broker  warsshed  of  his  woo 

fan  moste  she  nedis  knowe  hura  byhesf 

Or  ellis  he  shal  shamen  hure  af  fe  lest*  1164 
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Whaf  sliuld  I  make  a  lenger  tale  of  ^is 

Ynto  Lis  broj^er  bedde  commen  he  ia 

And  suche  comforte  he  3aue  hym  foito  gon 

To  orliaunce  ^at*  he  ypsterf  anon  1168 

And  on  his  way  forj^ward  is  he  fare 

In  hope  to  bene  ylissed  of  his  care 

Whan  ^i  were  come  almost*  to  faif  cite 

But*  if  if  were  a  two  forlonge  or  Jree  1172 

A  jonge  clerk*  romyng*  by  hemself  ^ei  mette 

Whiche  ]iat*  in  latyn  thriftely  hym  grette 

And  altere  ^at*  he  seide  a  wondei'  ]>inge 

I  knowe  quod  he  ^e  cause  of  jottre  commynge  1 176 

And  er  Jei  former  eny  foote  went* 

He  tolde  hem  all  ^at<  was  in  her  entent* 

^is  bretoyne  clerke  hy7»  asked  of  ffelawes 

^  whiche  ])at*  he  had  knowe  in  olde  daies  1180 

And  he  answered  hym  J^at*  pei  dede  were 

ffor  whiche  he  wept*  ful  mony  a  tere 

Donne  of*  his  hors  Anrelins  li^f  an5n  [leaf  issi 

And  for])  wi^  ^is  Magicien  is  he  g5n  1 184 

Home  to  his  hous  and  made  hem  wel  at*  eese 

Ham  lacke^  no  vitaile  ^at<  hem  myjt*  plese 

So  wel  an  araied  hous  as  ther  was  oil 

Auielius  in  his  lif  ne  segh  none  1188 

He  shewed  hem  ere  \}ei\  went*  to  sopere 

fforestis  and  parkes  fal  of  wilde  dere 

[Ther  sauh^  he  hertis  /  wilfi  ther  homys  hihe  ^^^^^if^^* 

The  grettest  /  that  evir  wer  seyne  wttA  eye  1192 

He  sauhe  of  hem  an  hundred  /  slayna  wyth  houndes 

And  som  wil£  arwes  /  bleede  of  bytter  woundes 

He  sauhe  whanne  wyde  were  the  wylde  deer 

The  fauconers  vpon)  a  fayr  ryver]  1196 

And  howe  facouns  han  ])e  herowne  sclayii 

^at*  segh  he  knyghtes  iusten  in  a  playii 

And  aftere  ^is  he  did  hym  such  plesaunce 

]>at*  he  hym  shewed  his  lady  in  a  daunce  120(X 
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On  vrhic'h.  bim  self  daunsed  as  hjm  J^onjt* 

And  wban  pia  maistere  ])atf<  ^is  magike  wroujf 

SeglL  it*  was  tyme  and  clapped  Lis  hondys  twoo 

A  fare  wele  al  ouie  reuel  is  ydoo  1204 

But*  3it*  remeue  pei  neueie  out*  of  p\B  hous 

whiles  ^ei  seglie  al  ^is  si^f  merveilous 

But*  in  his  stody  ^ere  as  his  bokes  be 

pel  sitten  stille  and  no  w^f  buf  pei  ^re  1208 

To  him  ])is  maastere  called  ^an  a  sqwiere 

And  seide  him  pua  is  if  redy  oure  sopere 

Almost*  an  hoore  it*  is  I  vndeitake 

Sirens  I  30a  bad  onie  sopere  to  make  1212 

Whan  pa,if  piae  worpi  men  wenten  wt  t^  me 

Vnto  my  stody  j>er  as  my  bokes  be 

Sii'  quod  ^is  squiere  whan  it*  like^  30a . 

If  is  al  redy  Jouje  je  will  rijt*  nowe  1216 

Go  we  ^an  soupe  quod  he  &  for  pQ  best* 

^ise  Amorous  folk*  somtyme  mote  haue  rest* 

And  after  sopere  fille  ^ei  in  trete 

What*  somme  shulde  piB  maisters  guerdoA  be  1220 

To  rem[u]e  alle  pe  Eokkes  of  breteyn^ 

And  eke  from  geroA  to  ^e  mou^  of  SeyiO 

He  made  it*  straunge  &  swore  so  god  hym  saue 

Lasse  ^an  a  ^ousand  pounde  he  nolde  not*  haue  1224 

Ne  gladly  for  ^at*  somme  he  nold  not*  goofi         iiMfus^bMkj 

Aurelius  wi^  blisful  hert*  anofi ' 

Answered  ^us .  fie  on  a  thousand  poundo 

This  wide  world  ^at*  men  seyn  is  rounde  1228 

fat*  wold  I  jeue  if  I  were  lord  of  if 

This  bargayn  is  ful  drive  for  we  bene  knyf 

je  shullen  be  paide  trewly  be  my  troupe 

Buf  lokef  nowe  for  no  negligence  ne  slou])e  1232 

je  tary  vs  here  no  lenger  fan  to  morowe 

Kay  quod  this  clerke  haue  here  my  troupe  to  borowe 

To  bedde  is  gone  Aurelius  whan  hym  lisf 

And  welnygh  al  faf  ny^f  he  had  his  resf  1236 
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^t*  for  bis  laboure  and  for  his  hope  of  blisse 

His  wooftd  herte  of  penaunce  had  a  lisse 

Vpon  Jis  morowe  whan  Jaf  if  was  day 

To  breteigne  toke  fei  ^e  righf  way  1240 

Aurelius  and  ])is  ma^cien  be  side 

And  bene  descended  per  yei  willen  abide 

And  ^is  was  as  pe  bokes  me  remembre 

fe  colde  frosty  seson  of  decembre  1244 

Phebns  wexe  olde  and  hwed  like  latoH 

That*  in  his  bote  declinacion 

Shoone  as  pe  bymed  cold  with  stremes  bri}f 

Bnf  nowe  in  scorpion  a-doone  he  lijf  1248 

Where  as  he  shone  fdl  pale  I  dar  wel  seyn) 

fe  bittei^  frostes  vrith  pe  sclete  and  reyn) 

Destroied  ha^  ^e  grene  in  euery  jerde 

Lmns  sitte  by  ye  fuyr  with  double  berde  1252 

And  diynke])  of  his  bngle  horn  fe  wyne 

Byfom  hym  stanf  ye  biawne  of  ^e  tusked  swyne 

And  a  nowdl  crie])  euery  lusty  man 

Aurelius  in  al  ])at*  eu^re  he  can .  1256 

Doth  to  his  maistei'  chere  and  reuerence 

And  preie])  him  to  dofi  his  diligence 

To  bringgen  him  out*  of  his  peynes  smerte 

Oi]>ere  wi])  a  swerde  ])at*  he  wold  sclitte  his  h^rte        1260 

That*  subtile  clerk*  whic£l  yaif  louye  had  of  pis  man  v^tiw] 

^af  nyghf  and  day  he  him  spedde  p&V  he  ne  Ian 

To  waite  a  tyme  of  his  conclusiofi 

This  to  say  to  make  illusion  1 264 

I  ne  can  no  termes  of  Astrologie  1266 

By  whiche  an  appaience  of  logelrie  1265 

y&if  she  and  euery  wi)f  shuld  wene  and  seie 

That*  of  Breteyn  J^  rokkes  bene  away  1268 

Oifere  ellis  ^ei  were  sonken  ynder  grounde 

So  af  ^e  last*  whan  he  his  tyme  fotcnde 

To  make  his  iapes  and  his  wrecchednesse 

Of  which  a  sup^rsticious  cursednesse  1272 
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His  tables  colletanes  for^  he  broii^f 

Sal  wel  corrected  for  per  lacked  iioi:^t 

Ke  his  collectis  ne  his  expans  jeres 

Ne  his  rotes  ne  his  oper  geres  1276 

As  bene  his  Gentrys  and  his  arguments 

And  his  proporcions  conuenientz 

ffor  his  equacions  and  euery  ])inge 

And  by  his  viiij  spere  in  his  wirkinge  1280 

He  knewe  howe  fer  alna]>e  was  yshoue 

fi&om  ^e  hede  of  j^ilk*  fixe  arise])  aboue 

])af  in  pe  ninth  e  ^  spere  considered  is  p  jcvizj 

ffol  subtily  he  cal[cu]le])  alpis  /  1284 

And  whan  he  had  founde  his  firsf  mancion 

He  knewe  ^e  remynatinte  by  proporcion 

And  knewe  ^e  arising*  of  ^e  mone  weH 

And  in  whoos  face  and  terme  euery  dett  1288 

And  knewe  ful  wel  ^e  monys  manciofi 

Accordant!  to  his  operacion 

And  knewe  also  his  o))er  obsemaunces 

ffor  such  illusions  and  such  meschaunces  1292 

As  he^en  folk*  vsed  ^ilk<  daies 

ffor  whicfi  no  lenger  maked  he  delaies 

But*  ])oigh  his  magike  for  a  weke  or  tway 

If  semed  as  al  the  Eockes  were  away  1296 

Aurelius  which  ^at*  despeired  is  [iMf  uq,  i»ck] 

whedere  he  shal  han  his  loue  or  fare  amys 

Awaite^  nyjt»  and  day  of  f  is  myracle 

And  whan  he  knewe  ^er  was  non  obstacle  1300 

])af  voiden  were  piae  rokkes  euerechofll 

Doune  to  pia  maisters  fete  he  fille  anofi 

And  seide  I  woful  wreche  Aurelius 

Thonke  jou  lorde  and  lady  myne  Venus  1304 

That*  me  han  hulpe  from  my  carys  cold 

And  to  pe  temple  for)>  his  way  ha))  hold 

Where  he  knewe  he  shuld  ))i6  lady  se 

And  whan  he  segh  his  tyme  anon  rijf  he  1308 
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With  dredfol  herte  and  humble  chere 

Salwed  haj  his  souereyn  lady  dere 

My  ri^tfid  lady  quod  fis  wooful  man  . 

Whom  I  most*  drede  and  loue  as  I  besf  can .  1312 

And  loj^est*  were  of  al  fis  world  displese 

Kere  it*  ^at*  I  for  ^ou  haue  suche  dissese 

Thaf  I  most*  dye  here  at*  3oure  fote  anon 

%  But*  not*  wolde  I  telle  howe  me  is  woo  bygoil  1316 

But*  certes  ei^er  most*  I  deye  or  pleien ' 

Je  slee  me  giltelees  for  verrey  peyne 

But?  of  my  detll  Jouje  ye  haue  no  rouf  e 

Avise  30U  er  ])at*  je  lese  30ure  troupe  132G 

Repente])  30U  for  yiYke  god  aboue 

Er  3»me  sleen  by  cause  J^at*  I  30U  loue 

ffor  madame  wel  30  wote  pat  ^e  han  hi3t* 

USTot*  Jat*  I  chalence  eny  Jing*  of  ri3t«  1324 

Of  30U  souereyn  lady  but*  ^our  grace 

But*  in  a  gardyne  3onde  in  such  a  place 

Je  wote  r^f  wel  fat*  3e  bihote  me 

And  in  myn  honde  3ouTe  trouj^e  bK3t  30  1328 

To  loue  me  best*  god  wote  30  saide  so 

Al  be  ^at*  I  vnworj^i  am  J^erto  • 

Madame  I  seie  it*  for  pe  honure  of  30U ' 

More  ])an  to  saue  myn  hertes  lif  ri3f  nowe .  1332 

I  haue  done  as  36  comaunded  me  n^f  is?] 

And  if  3e  vouchesauf  ^e  may  go  see 

And  as  30U  lust*  haue^  30ttre  bihest*  in  mynde 

ffor  qwikke  or  dede  rijt*  J^us  3e  shullen  me  finde  133& 

In  30U  lif  aH  to  do  me  lyve  or  deye 

But^  wel  I  woote  ^e  rockes  bene  aweye 

He  toke  his  leue  and  she  astonyed  stode 

In  al  her  face  ^er  nas  on  drope  of  bloo<$  13  40 

She  wende  neuere  han  commen  in  such  a  trappe 

Alias  quod  she  p&i^  this  euere  shuld  happe 

ffor  wende  I  neuere  by  possibilite 

^f  sucfi  a  meschaunce  shuld  euere  bo  1344 
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If  is  igeinsf  Jw  processe  of  nature  ^  ^oSdSi aUTiS]  *~~* 

And  home  she  go])  a  sorifol  creature  ^ 

ffor  verrey  feie  Ynne])es  may  she  goo  / 

She  wepe^  and  weille])  a  day  or  twoo  1348 

And  swowne])  ])af  if  lauthe  was  to  see 

Buf  whi  if  was  to  no  wijf  tolde  she 

ffor  ouf  of  toune  was  goon  Arueragus 

Buf  to  hure  self  she  seide  and  speke  ^us «  1352 

Tn  hure  compleynte  as  je  shul  afbere  here 

With  face  pale  and  vnp  soriful  chere 

Alias  quod  she  on  ye  fortune  I  playfi 

^f  ynware  hasf  wrapped  me  in  pi  chayfl  1356 

ffor  which  )>e  eskape  wote  I  no  socoui^ 

Saue  only  de^  ei^er  dishonour^ 

Oon  of  ^ise  two  bihoueth  me  to  chese 

Buf  na])elees  jif  had  I  leuei'  lese  1360 

My  lif  ^an  of  my  body  to  haue  a  shame 

Ei^er  knowe  my  self  fals  eiper  lese  my  name 

And  wij)  my  de^  I  may  be  quytte  I-wis 

Han  )>er  naf  mony  a  wif  er  pia  1364 

And  mony  a  maiden  sclayn  her  self  alias 

Ka^er  ^an  wi^  her  bodies  done  trespas 

And  certes  loo  ]iise  stories  beren  witnesse 

Whan  XXX."  tirauntz  ful  of  cursednesse  •  1368 

Had  sclayn  Phidon  in  Athenes  af  ])e  lesf  [leaf  i87,baeki 

They  commaunded  his  doubters  to  aresf 

And  biinggen  [hem]  byfom  hym  in  despit 

Al  naked  to  fulfille  her  foule  delite  1372 

And  in  her  faders  bloode  ])ei  made  hem  daunce 

Yppon  pe  pauemenf  god  jeue  hem  meschaunce 

ffor  which  ^ise  wooful  maidens  fid  of  drede 

l(Ui^er  ^an  J^ei  wolde  lese  her  maidenhede  1376 

pei  prively  bene  sterte  into  a  welle 

And  dreinte  hem  self  as  ^e  bokes  telle 

Thei  of  mesne  lete  enquereiind  seke 

Of  lacedemye  .L  maidens  eke  1380 
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On  whidi  ^ei  wolden  dofi  her  lecherie 

Eaf  was  ^er  none  of  al  ^af  contpanye 

])at*  she  nas  sclayn  and  irip  a  glad  entenf 

Chese  ^e  raj^ere  to  die  ^an  to  assent*  1384 

To  bene  enpiessed  of  her  maidenhede 

W^i  shnlc}  I  ^an  to  dye  bene  in  drede 

Lo  eke  ])e  tiiaonte  Austodides 

pat*  toned  a  maiden  whicK  hijf  Symphalides  1388 

Whan  ^f  hure  fadere  sclayn  was  on  a  nyjt* 

Ynto  Dianes  temple  go]i  she  anon  ri^t* 

And  henf  ye  ymage  wi])  hure  armes  twoo  / 

ffrom  whic£l  ymage  she  nolde  neuer  goo  1392 

Ko  'wi3f  myjf  fro  hit*  hard  handle  race 

Til  she  was  sclayn  in  pe  self  place 

Nowe  si)>ens  pat*  maidens  had  such  despit 

To  bene  defoided  wip  mannys  foule  delite  1396 

Wei  oujte  a  wiff  rapere  hura  self  slee 

pan  ben  defoided  as  penkep  me 

What*  shal  I  sayn  of  hasdrubaldys  wif 

pat*  at*  Cartage  biraf t*  herself  hur  liff  1 400 

fibr  whan  she  segh  pat*  Eomayns  wan  pe  toi^n 

She  toke  her  chnldren  alle  and  swept*  adoun 

Into  pe  fnyra  and  ches  rather  to  dye 

pan  eny  Eomayfi  did  hnrs  vilenye  1404 

Hap  not*  lucres  y sclayn  hure  self  alias  VMfim 

At*  Eome  pere  she  oppressed  was 

Of  Tarquyne  for  hnie  poi:^f  it*  was  a  shame 

To  live  whan  pat*  she  had  lost*  her  name  1408 

The  .Tiij.  maidens  of  Melefie  also  / 

Han  sclayn  hem  self  for  drede  and  woo  / 

Baper  pan  folk  of  gaule  shuld  hem  oppresse 

Moo  pan  a  M|  stories  as  I  gesse  1412 

Coupe  I  nowe  telle  as  touching*  pis  maters 

Whan  habradas  was  sclayn  his  wif  so  dere 

Her  self  sdowe  and  lete  her  blood  to  glide 

In  Habradas  woundes  brood  and  wide  1416* 
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And  saide  my  body  at*  pe  leesie  waye 

Ther  shal  no  wiy^  defoile  if  Jat*  I  may 

What*  Bhul(}  I  moo  ensamples  herof  sayfL 

SiJ^en  ^t*  so  mony  han  hem  self  sclayfi 

Wei  ra])er  Jan  fei  wolde  defowled  be 

I  wil  conclude  what*  is  best  for  me 

[Tho  sleen  my  self,  than  be  defouled  thus 

I  wilbe  trewe .  vnto  Arueragus] 

£i)>er  lajer  slee  my  self  in  some  maner^ 

As  did  Demonycions  dou^tere  deie 

By  cause  Jat*  she  nolde  defoiled  be 

P  Gedasus  it*  is  ful  grete  pite 

To  reden  how  Ji  doi^teis  deiden  alias 

Jat*  sclowe  hem  self  for  suche  manure  cas 

As  grete  appetit*  was  if  or  more 

The  theban  maiden  J^af  for  Nichasore 

[Hir  selfen  slough  right  for  suche  a  man^r  woo 

Another  theban  mayden  dide  right  so] 

Hur6  had  wedded  and  sore  dressed . 

For  oon  of  Masidoigne  had  hure  oppressed . 

What*  shal  I  seyn  of  Nicharatyfe  wiff 

])at*  for  su(^  caas  biraff  hei'  self  her  lif 

Howe  trewe  was  eke  to  Alcebiades 

His  loue  Jat*  forto  dyen  [rajer]  ches 

])an  forto  su£&e  his  body  ymbreided  be 

Loo  which  a  wif  was  alcesteyn  quod  she 

What*  Emore  of  good  Penolo])e 

Alle  Grece  knowe)>  of  her  chaastite 

Parde  of  leodomya  is  written  ]ms 

That*  whan  a  Troy  was  sclayn  protheselayus 

No  longer  nold  she  lyf  aftere  his  day 

pe  same  of  noble  porcia  telle  I  maye 

WijH>uten  brutus  quod  she  not*  lyve 

To  whom  [sjhe  had  alhold  hure  herte  jeue 

The  parfit*  wifhode  of  Archemesie 

l^onoured  is  ]>org^  alle  pe  barbeiye 
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0  teuta  quene  in  fi  wifly  chastite 
To  alio  wives  may  fon  a  myrottr  be 

[    •     •     .    no  gap  in  the  M8:  these  lines 

*    m    ,     ,        known  ordy  in  EUesmere  MS.}  1456 

Thus  playned  Dorigen  a  day  or  tweye 

Puiposinge  euere  Jat*  she  vrolde  deye 

But*  na]>eles  vpon  Je  Jred  nyjf 

Home  came  Arueragus  ^  worthi  knyjt*     •  H60 

And  asked  huie  whi  ^af  she  wepte  so  sore 

And  she  gan  wepen  euere  J>e  lenger  more  •     • 

Alias  quod  she  ])af  eueie  was  I  borne 

Thus  haue  I  seide  quod  she  fua  haue  I  sworfl  1464 

1  tolde  hym  alle  as  je  han  herde  bifore 
If  nede^  not*  reheisen  it  here-of  no  more . 
This  husbonde  wi])  glad  chere  in  sondry  wise 
Answerde  and  seide  as  I  shal  [jou]  devise  1468 
Is  yet  oujf  ellis  Dorigen  but*  ])is 

Kay  nay  quod  she  god  helpe  me  so  as  wisse 

))is  is  to  moche  if*  it*  were  goddes  wille 

je  wiff  quod  he  lat*  sclepe  ^at<  is  stille  1472 

If  may  be  wel  jit*  pei*auenture  to  saye 

^e.shullen  joure  trou]>e  holden  be  my  fay 

ffor  god  80  wisly  helpe  me 

I  had  wel  leuere  ystikked  forto  be  1476 

ffor  verrey  loue  which  I  to  30U  haue 

But*  )if  je  shuld  30ure  trouthe  Saue 

Trou])e  is  ^e  hiesf  ])ing*  ]iaf  man  may  kepe 

But*  wi])  ]>at*  worcl  he  brast*  anon  to  wepe  1480 

And  seide  I  jou  forbede  in  peyfi  of  det£L 

That*  neuei'  whiles  30U  laste])  lif  &  breth 

To  no  w^t*  teUe  of^  fia  cure  Dm^  iw] 

As  I  may  I  most*  my  lif  endure  1484 

Ne  make  no  countenau nee  of  heuynesse 

))at<  folk*  of  30U  may  deme  harme  or  gesse 

And  for))  he  clepe])  a  sqwiere  and  a  mayde 

Go])  for^  anofi  with  Dorigen  he  saide  1488 
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And  bringe])  Irnie  to  bucII  a  place  anofi 

Thd  toke  her  leue  and  on  her  way  fei  goil 

But*  pel  ne  wiate  whi  she  thider  wenl^ 

He  nolde  no  wi}i^  telle  htue  entent*  14d2 

[iTkem  Hatt  kmmm  9mftf 
in  t»e  SUewmere  MS.} 


1496 

no  gap  in  the  M8-] 

This  Sqwier  which  ])at*  hijf  Aarelius 

On  doiigen  which  ^f  was  so  ameious  1500 

Of  auentuie  happed  hura  to  mete 

Amydde  fe  tonne  rijt  in  J^  qwikke  strete 

As  she  was  bonne  to  goo  fe  way  for])  rijt* 

Toward  the  gaideyn  ]»er  as  she  had  hi^t^  ]  504 

And  he  was  to  J^  gaideyil  ward  also 

ffor  wel  he  aspied  whan  she  wolde  goo 

Oui^  of  her  hous  to  eny  manure  place 

Buf  fus  pei  mette  by  anentnie  or  grace  1508 

And  he  sahief  her  wi)>  glad  entent* 

And  axed  of  hure  whidere  J>af  she  went* 

And  she  answerd  half  as  she  were  madde 

Ynto  pe  Gardyne  as  myn  husbond  badde  1512 

My  trou^  forto  holdl  alias  alias 

Aarelius  gan  wondere  of  ^is  ca& 

And  in  his  hert*  had  grete  compassioil 

Of  hure  and  of  her  lamentacioii  1516 

And  of  Arueiagus  ^e  wor^i  kny^f 

])af  bad  hure  holde  al  ^at^  she  Yngjai? 

So  lo])e  he  was  hys  wiff  sholde  breke  her  trou])e 

And  in  his  hert*  he  cast*  of  pia  grete  routhe  1520 

Consideringe  ])e  best*  on  euery  side 

^at*  from  his  lusf  hym  were  better  abide 

Than  done  so  high  a  cherles  wrecchednesse 

Ajeinst*  fraunches  and  al  gentilnesse  1524 
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ffor  whicb  in  fewe  wordes  seide  he  fufi 

Madame  sei);  to  jouie  lorde  Arueragus . 

paV  sipen  I  se  his  grete.  gentilnesse 

To  30U  and  eke  I  see  wel  30UT6  distiesse 

If  je  by  me  shulde  breke  joore  troupe 

Certes  me  penkep  it*  were  grete  lou^ 

I  haue  wel  leuei'  eueie  to  suffre  woo 

^n  I  departe  ])e  loue  ytwix  30a  twoo 

I  30U  relese  madame  into  30ure  honde 

Quite  euoiy  suremenf  and  euery  bonde 

That*  3e  ban  made  to  me  as  here  bifoifl 

V  8i]>ens  j^ilk*  tyme  ])at*  30  were  boifl 

My  troupe  I  pli3t*  I  shal  30U  neuei*  lepreef* . .  / 

Of  no  biheesf  and  here  I  take  my  leue 

As  of  pe  trewesf  &  ])e  beste  wiff 

JMit*  euere  3it*  I  knewe  in  al  my  liff 

And  euery  wi3t»  be  ware  of  hxxre  bihesf 

On  Dorygen  remembre);  at*  J?e  leste 

Thus  can  a  squyere  don  a  gentile  dede 

As  wel  as  can  a  kny3t*  wijy-oute  drede 

She  )>onked  hyn»  vpon  hure  knees  al  bare 

And  home  ynto  hure  husbonde  is  she  fare 

And  tolde  hym  alle  as  3e  ban  hercl  me  seide 

And  be  30  siker  he  was  ful  wel  apaide 

If  were  impossible  to  write 

What*  nedeji  lenger  in  ^is  cas  endite 

^  Arueragus  and  Dorigen  his  wiff* 

In  souereyn  blisse  leden  for])  her  lif 

Neuer  aftere  was  ]>er  anger  hem  bitwene 

He  Shershed  hure  as  poxi^e  she  were  a  quene 

And  she  was  to  hym  trewe  for  eu^rmore 

Of  ^ise  two  folk*  3e  gete  of  me  no  more 

^  Aurelius  ^at*  his  cost*  ha])  forlorfL 

Curse])  pe  tyme  ^at*  euere  he  was  borfli 

Alias  quod  he  alas  ^at*  I  bihi3t* 

Of  puicd  goldl  a  thousand  pounde  of  wi3f 
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Vnto  Jjis  philosople  how  shal  I  doo  itoaf  iw] 

I  66  no  more  buf  J)af  I  am  fordoo 

Mine  heritage  mosf  I  selle 

And  bene  a  begger  here  I  may  not*  dwelle  1564 

And  shamen  al  mj  kynrede  in  j>i8  place 

Buf  I  of  him  may  gete  better  grace 

Buf  naj)elee8  I  wil  of  hjm  assaie 

Af  certeyn  dayes  jere  by  jere  to  paie  156S 

And  J)onke  him  of  his  grete  Cttrtesie 

My  trouJ)e  wil  I  kepe  I  wil  nof  lie 

Wij)  hert6  sore  he  goj)  vnto  his  cofre 

And  broujte  golde  vnto  j>is  philysophre  1572 

J)e  value  of  .v.  C.  pounde  I  gesse 

And  hym  bisechej)  of  his  gentilness© 

To  graunte  hym  daies  of  Jje  remenattnte 

And  saide  maistere  I  dar  wel  make  auattnte  1576 

I  failled  neuere  of  my  troujje  jit 

ffor  sikerly  my  dette  shal  be  quytf 

Towardes  jou  how  J)af  euere  I  fare 

To  goon  a  begger  in  my  kirtel  bare  1580 

Buf  wolde  je  vouche  sauf  vpon  swerte 

Two  jere  or  J>re  forto  respite  me 

J?an  were  I  welle  for  ellis  mote  I  selle 

IT  Myn  heritage  J>er  nys  no  more  to  telle  1584 

This  Philisophre  soberly  answerde 

And  seide  fus  whan  he  J)is  word  herde 

Haue  I  nof  holde  conaunte  vnto  j>e 

Jis  certes  wel  afid  trewly  quod  he  1588 

hasf  \>ou  nof  had  J>i  lady  as  j>e  like)» 

No  no  quod  he  and  sorily  he  sikej) 

Whaf  was  ]>e  cause  telle  me  jif  pon  can 

Aurelius  his  tale  anon  bygan  1592 

And  tolde  hym  alle  as  30  han  herd  bifore 

If  ncdo]}  nof  to  rehercen  if  no  more 

He  saido  Arueragus  of  gentilnesse 

Had  leuere  dey  in  sorowc  and  distresse  1596 
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Than  his  wif  were  of  hui6  tiew^  fals  omt  uo,  baekj 

The  BOTowe  of  dorigen  he  tolde  hym  als 

Howe  loj>e  hire  was  to  be  a  wicked  wifif 

And  j>at*  she  leueie  ]>at*  day  lost*  hnxe  liff  1600 

And  j>at*  hxue  trouj>e  she  swoie  ]K)iiigtL  Innocence 

She  neuere  erst*  heide  speke  of  apparence 

That*  made  me  han  of  hxue  so  grete  pite 

And  ri^t*  as  fielj  as  he  sent<  hire  me  1604 

As  freely  sent*  I  hire  to  hym  ajein 

This  is  alle  and  some  j>er  nys  no  more  to  seyfi 

This  Philisophre  answer^  leue  broj>dr 

Eaericb  of  jon  did  gentilidi  til  o^  160^ 

Thou  art*  a  squyere  and  he  a  knyjt* 

But*  god  forbede  for  his  blisful  myjt* 

But*  if  a  clerk*  cou)>e  do  a  gentile  dede 

As  wel  as  eny  of  30U  if  is  no  drede  1612 

Sii'  I  relece  )»e  fi  jjousand  pounde 

As  Jk)w  rijt*  nowe  were  cropen  out*  of  y  grounde 

Ke  neuere  er  nowe  haddesf  j>oa  knowe  me 

ifor  sir'  I  nyl  not*  take  a  peny  of  j>e  1616 

ifor  al  my  craft*  and  my  travaile 

f  ow  hast*  ypaied  wel  for  my  vitaile 

It*  is  ynowe  and  fare  wele  &  haue  good  day 

And  toke  his  hors  and  for))  he  goJ>  his  way  1620 

H  Lordingges  ))is  question  wil  I  aske  nowe 

Whicfi  was  )»e  most*  free  as  )»enkej>  30a 

Kowe  telle]}  me  er  j>af  I  forj>eT  wende 

I  Can  no  more  my  tale  is  at*  an  ende  1624 

f  Thus  ende>  fe  ffiranUeyn  his  tale 
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[THE  PBOEM.]  Cw  wi».  fta<*] 

CJVb  break$  betwen  the  ttaiuat  in  the  MS,} 

IT  And  here  byginne))  y  prologe  of  y.  nonne 

(1) 

The  mynystere  and  fe  nonce  vnto  vices  1 

Which  J)at*  men  clepen  in  englissh  ydehiesse 
The  porter  of  J>e  gate  is  of  delices 

To  eschewe  and  hy  her  contrary  hure  oppresse  4 

J)af  is  to  sayn  by  leeful  bysynesse 
Wei  oujf  we  to  dofl  our  entent* 
Lesf  J)at«  Jje  feend  Jjoigh  ydelnesse  vs  shent*        [i««f  wi]     7 

(2)    ■ 
7or  he  ]>af  wi)»  his  ]H)iisande  cordes  scli^e  8 

Continuelly  vs  waite)>  to  be-clappe 
Whan  he  may  man  in  ydehiesse  aspie 
He  can  so  li^tly  cacche  him  in  his  trappe  11 

Til  J)af  a  man  be  henf  ri3f  by  pe  lappe 
He  nys  naf  ware  fe  fende  haj>  hym  on  honci 
wel  ou^f  vs  worch  and  ydelnesse  wi])ston(l  14 

(3) 
And  jjou^e  men  dradden  neuere  forto  deye  15 

jif  seen  men  wel  by  resoun  doutelees 
Thaf  ydelnesse  is  roten  scloggardye 
Of  whiche  ]}e{  neuere  commeth  non  encrees  18 

And  si)»ens  )»af  sclouti^  hurc  holde]>  in  a  lees 
Only  to  sclepe  and  forto  ete  and  drinke 
And  to  devouren  alle  \>a.V  opere  swynke  21 
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(*) 

And  forto  putten  vs  fiom  sucli  ydelnesse  22 

That*  cause  is  of  j>e  grete  confasioii 

I  haue  here  done  my  fei)»ful  bysynesse 

Aftere  j>e  legende  in  translacion  25 

Iti^f  of  yi  glorious  lif  and  paseioii 

Thow  wij)  J>i  garlond  wrou^f  of  rooees  and  lilie 

The  mene  I  maiden  and  martei'  seinf  Cicile  28 

(«) 

And  J>ou  p&if  floure  of  yiigynes  aif  eHe  29 

Of  whom  )>af  Bamaid  last<  so  wel  to  write 

To  J)e  af  my  bygynnyng*  fursf  I  calle 

Thou  comforte  of  vs  wrecches  do  me  endite  32 

fme  maidens  de)>  )>at*  was  ))orgh  ]>i  merite 

j>e  eternal  lif  and  of  J>e  feende  victorie 

Gertes  men  may  aftere  reden  in  his  stone  35 

(6) 
Thow  maiden  and  modeie  doujtei'  of  f^  sone  36 

Thow  welle  of  mercy  synful  soules  cure 
In  whom  )>af  god  for  bounte  chees  to  wone^        P  wom  later} 
Thowe  humble  and  h^h  ouere  euery  creature  39 

Thou  nobledest*  so  f erre  oure  nature 
Ihaf  no  desdeyn  )»e  maker  had  of  kynde 
His  sone  in  blood  and  flessh  to  cloJ>  and  wynde  42 

Wi]>-Inne  )»e  cloystere  blisful  of  )>i  sidys      n^f  loi.bAckj    43 

Toke  mannys  shappe  ^e  eteme  loue  and  pees' 

l^af  of  ^e  trynie  compas  lords  and  gide  es 

Whom  erjie  and  see  and  heuene  wij>  out*  relees  46 

Ay  heryen  and  fou  viigyne  wemlees 

Bare  of  fi  body  and  dwellesf  maiden  pure 

fe  creatour  of  euery  creature  49 
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(8) 
Assembled  is  in  )«  magnificence  50 

Wij)  meicj  goodnesse  and  sucK  pite 
That*  ))on  arte  ]>e  sonne  of  excellence 
Kou3t*  only  helpest*  hem  ]»at<  preien  )»e  53 

But*  oftetyme  of  pi  benigoyte 
ffiil  frely  er  j>af  men  Jiine  helpe  bisechd 
^ow  goosf  byfom  and  art*  her  lynes  leche  56 

(9) 
Vow  helpe  ^on  meke  and  blisful  faiie  maide  57 

Me  flemed  wrecli  in  ))is  deserte  of  galle 
Thenk'  on  j>e  womman  Canane  j>at*  saide 
^f  whelpes  eten  somTne  of  ]»e  crommes  alle  60 

]>at*  firom  her  lordis  table  bene  yfEdle 
And  ^ou^e  J>af  I  fe  ynwor)»i  sone  of  £ne 
Be  sinful  jif  accepte  my  bilene  63 

(10) 

And  for  ]>af  feip  is  dede  wi]H>ut*  werkes  64 

So  for  to  worchen  jene  me  witte  and  space 

]>at<  I  be  quytte  &om  place  fat  most*  derk*  es 

0  }K)n  ]>at*  art*  so  faire  and  so  fill  of  grace  67 

Be  myne  aduocate  in  so  higti  a  place 

Ther  as  wi)»-ouf  ende  is  songe  Osanna 

pou  cristes  moder  and  doujter  of  Anna  70 

(11) 

And  of  j>i  li^t*  my  soule  in  prison  lijt*  71 

j>at*  troubled  is  by  fe  contagiofi 

Of  my  body  and  also  by  pe  wi3t» 

Of  eryiy  lust*  and  fals  affection  74 

O  heuene  o.  refute  .o  saluaciofi 

Of  hem  ))at*  bene  in  sorowe  and  in  distresse 

Nowe  helpe  f  for  to  my  werk*  I  wil  me  dresse  77 
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(12) 

Jit*  prey  I  jou  ^af  redeu  Jjaf  I  write  78 

ffoijeae^  me  j>at*  I  doo  no  diligence  pMfissj 

))is  ilk  stone  subtelj  to  endite 

ffoT  bo))  haue  I  ^e  wordys  and  fe  sentence  81 

Of  hem  faf  at*  sey[n]tes  renerence 

^e  stone  -wroof  and  folowen  her  legende 

And  prei  jou  ^f  ^e  wil  my  werk  amende  '  84 

.     (13)  [THE  TALE.] 

First*  wolde  I  jou  fe  name  of  seint*  Cicile  85 

Ezpoune  as  men  in  her  stories  see 

If  is  to  saye  in  engelisshe  heuenes  lilie 

ffor  pure  chaastnesse  of  yirginite  88 

Oi)«r  for  she  witnesse  had  of  honeste 

Of  grene  of  consdens  and  of  good  fame 

The  swote  sauonre  lilie  was  hure  name  91 

(14) 

Oy)>ere  Cicile  is  to  say  ^e  way  to  blynde  92 

ffor  she  ensample  was  by  good  techinge 

Or  ellis  Cicile  as  I  writen  fynde 

Is  ioyned  by  a  manere  conioynynge  95 

Of  heuene  and  lya  and  hier  in  figurynge 

^e  heuene  is  sette  for  ]K)U3f  of  holynesse 

And  lya  for  hure  lastinge  bisynesse  98 

(16) 

Cicile  maye  eke  be  seide  in  ]>is  manere  99 

Wantyng«  of  blyndenesse  for  hure  grete  lijf 

Of  sapience  and  of  her  thewes  dere 

Oi^r  ellis  loo  ^is  maidens  name  bri3t*  102 

Of  heuene  and  leos  comme)»  for  whidL  by  nytf 

Men  my^t*  fe  heuene  of  puple  hxae  calle 

Ensample  of  good  and  wise  werkes  alle  105 
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(16) 
For  leos  puple  in  englissh  is  to  say  106 

And  rijt*  as  men  may  in  pe  heuen  see 
The  Sonne  and  mone  and  f  e  sterres  eucry  way 
Bi^t  so  [men]  goostJy  in  )»is  maiden  fre  109 

Seen  Je  feij)  of  magnificence 
And  eke  of  helpe  and  of  sapience 
And  sondiy  werkes  brijf  of  excellence  112 

(17) 
And  i^t*  as  ^ise  pbilisophres  write  113 

Jjaf  heuene  is  swiff  rounde  and  brennynge 
Ei3t*  so  was  faire  Cicile  ])o  white  penf  10s,  back] 

fful  swift*  and  bisy  euere  in  werkinge  116 

And  lounde  and  hool  in  good  pgrseuerynge 
And  brenne  euere  in  cbarite  lijt* 
Now  haue  I  declared  jou  whaf  she  hijf  119 

f  ThuB  eniep  )»e  prologe  /  &  here  bygynnej^  )>*  .ij  noimes 
tale 

(18) 

This  maiden  bri^f  Cicile  as  hure  lif  sai^      If  pe  tale  .f 
was  commen  of  Romaynes  and  of  noble  kynde 
And  so  forjje  fostred  vp  in  J)e  faij) 
Of  crwte  and  bare  hys  gospel  in  her  mynde  123 

She  neuere  sesed  as  I  writen  fynde 
Of  hare  preiere  and  god  to  loue  and  drede 
Bisechinge  hjin  to  kepe  her  maidenhede  126 

(19) 
And  whan  ^is  maiden  shuldl  vnto  a  man  127 

ywedded  be  j>at*  was  ful  jenge  of  age 
Thaf  ycleped  was  valirian 

And  j>e  day  was  coTnmen  of  hure  mariage  130 

She  fille  deuoute  and  humble  in  her  corage 
Yndere  hure  Kobe  of  gol J  )»af  saf  ful  faire 
And  next*  hure  flessh  yclad  was  in  an  haire  133 
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(20) 

And  wliile  J>e  Orgels  maden  melodie 
To  god  allone  pua  in  herf  songe  she 
O  lords  my  saule  and  eke  my  body  gie 
Ynwemmed  lest*  j>af  I  confounded  be 
And  for  his  loue  )»at<  dyed  on  a  tree 
Euery  secounde  or  tkridde^  day  she  fast* 
Ay  bidynge  in  here  orisons  ful  fast* 

(21) 

The  nyghf  come  and  to  bed  she  most*  gooiL 
Wi^  hur6  husbonde  as  aften  is  fe  manere 
And  pn'uely  she  seide  anon 

0  swete  and  welbiloued  spouse  dere 
^er  is  a  counsaile  and  ^e  wold  it*  here 
Which  j>af  ri^f  fayn  I  wolde  ynto  30U  seien 
So  Jiaf  je  me  assured  if  noujt*  bywreien 

(22) 

Yaleryan  gan  fast*  ynto  huro  swere 
j>at*  for  no  caas  ne  ))inge  j>af  myjt*  be 
He  shold  for  no  ]>inge  neuere  bewrien  hera 
And  }&n  at*  arst*  )»us  to  hym  seide  she 

1  haue  an  aungeH  which  j>af  loue^  me 
]>at*  wi))  grete  loue  whedere  I  wake  or  slepe 
Is  redy  ay  my  body  forto  kepe 

(23) 

And  jif  I>at*  je  may  felen  out*  of  diede 
j>at*  30  wil  30U  goueme  no  )»inge  amys 
He  wU  30U  saue  and  kepe  to  30  be  dede 
ffor  joure  clene  lyuyng*  &  joure  goodnesse 
And  bring*  30U  strei3te  into  heuene  blesse 
He  wol  30U  loue  as  me  for  30ure  dennesse 
And  schewen  30U  of  his  loye  and  his  bri3tnesse 
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(24) 

Yalerian  corrected  as  god  wolde  162 

Answerde  a36in  if>  I  slial  tmsf  to  J>e 

lat*  me  ^t*  aungel  se  and  hym  biholde 

And  3if  j>at*  if  a  verrei  aungel  be  165 

p9si  wil  I  done  as  ))ou  hasf  preide  me 

IT  And  3if  j>ou  loue  ano]>er  man  ]}an  me 

li)f  wi^  fia  swerde  I  wil  alee  30U  bo^e  168^ 

(26) 

Cicile  Answerde  anone  in  )>is  wise  169 

And  if  jon  lust*  ^af  aungel  shul  30  see 

So  )»at*  3e  trowe  on  crtste  and  30U  baptise 

Gro))  for^  to  Via  Apia  quod  she  172 

j>af  from  )»is  toune  ne  stanf  buf  myles  Jire 

And  to  Jje  pore  folk*  faf  fere  dwelle 

Say  hem  ri3t*  )>us  as  J>af  I  shal  30U  telle  175 

(26)' 

Say  faf  I  Cicilie  30U  to  hem  sent*  176 

To  shewe  30U  pe  good  vrban  fe  olde 

ffor  secre  nedes  and  for  good  entenf 

And  whan  faf  3e  seinf  Vrban  han  byholde  179" 

Telle  him  Jie  wordes  which  I  to  30U  tolde 

And  whan  ^f  he  hsf  purged  30U  fro  synne 

)»an  shul  30  seen  j>af  aungel  er  3e  twynne  182" 

(27) 

Valerian  is  to  }»at  place  yg5n  183 

And  ri3f  as  hym  was  tau3f  by  his  lumynge 

He  fonde  fis  holy  Vrban  anofi ./ 

Amonge  ]}ise  seintes  buriels  lowtynge       (iMfiM,back]     186^ 

And  he  anoiL  wi]K»uf  tariynge 

Did  his  massage  and  whan  he  had  [it]  tolde 

Vrban  for  ioye  gan  his  hondes  yp  holde  189^ 
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XXIII.  Odd  Texts  of  Chaucer's  Minor  Poemj*,  Part  I,  conhiinin^  1.  two  MS  fniomientR 
of  '  Tlie  ParJameut  of  Foule« ; '  2.  the  two  ditferiiij?  vensiorw  of  *  The  Prologue 
to  the  Legende  of  Good  Women,*  arranjjred  so  as  to  show  their  ditFerences ; 
3.  an  Appendix  of  Poems  attnhuted  to  Chaucer,  i.  *  The  Balade  of  Pitce 
by  Chauciers : '  li.  *The  Cronycle  made  by  Chaucer,'  both  from  MSS  written 
by  Shiriey,  Chaucer's  contemporary. 

XXIV.  a' One-Text  Print  of  Chaucer  8  Minor  Poems,  being:  the  best  Text  from  the 
Parallel-Text  Edition,  Part  I,  containinpr,  I.  The  Dethe  of  Bhiunche  the 
l)uche?<sc,  II.  The  Ccmiploynt  to  Pite,  III.  The  Parlament  of  Foules,  IV. 
The  Compleynt  of  Mars,  V.  The  ABC,  with  its  orijdnal  from  De  DeGnile- 
ville's  rtlerlnmje  ik  la  Vie  humaine  (edited  from  tho  best  Paris  MSS  by  M. 
Paul  Meyer). 

The  issue  for  1872,  in  the  First  Series,  is, 

XXV.  Chaur^'-'s  Tale  of  Melibe,  the  Monk's,  Nun's  Priest's,  Doctor's,  Pardoner's, 
"NVife  «*f  Bath's,  Friar's,  and  Summoner's  Tales,  in  .6  parallel  Texts  from 
the  MSS  ab<jve  named,  with  the  remaininjr  13  coloured  drawings  of  Tellers 
of  Tales,  after  the  oriprinals  in  the  EUesmere  MS,  and  with  SiR'cimens  (»f 
the  Variations  of  30  MSS  in  the  l)(K*tor-Pardoner  Link.  (6-Text,  Pt  IV.) 
XXVI.  The  WifVs,  Friar's,  and  Summoner's  Tales,  from  the  Ellesmero  MS,  with 

9  wo<Klcuts  of  Tale-Tetlers.     (Part  IV.) 
XXVII.  The  Wife's,  Friar's,  Summoner's,  Monk's,  and  Nun's  Priest's  Tales,  from 
the  llenjTwrt  MS,  with  23  wo<:»dcuts  of  the  Tellers  of  the  Tales.   (Part  III.) 
XXVIII.  The  Wife's,  Friar's,  and  Summoner's  Tales,  from  the  Cambridge  MS, 
with  9  woodcuts  of  Tale-Tellers.     (Part  IV'.) 
XXIX.  A  Treatise  on  the  Astrolabe,  addressed  to  his  son  Lowj's,  in  1391  A.D.,  by 
Geoffrey  Chaucer,  edittni  by  tho  Kev.  Walter  W.  Skeal,  M.A. 

Tho  issue  for  1873,  in  the  First  Series,  is, 

XXX.  The  Six-Text  Canterbury  Tales,   Part  V,  containing  the  Clerft's  and 
Merchant's  Tales. 

The  iv*<uc  for  1874,  in  the  First  Series  (ready  iu  Feb.  1873),  is, 
XXXI.  The  Six-Text,  Part  VI,  containing-  the  Squire's  and  P'ranklin's  Tale«, 
XXKII  to  XXXVI.  Large  Parts  of  the  separate  issueaof  five  MSS. 
The  issue  for  1875,  in  the  First  Series  (ready  when  £100  is  paid),  is, 

XXXVII.  The  Six-Text,  t*art  VII,  the  Second  Nun's,  Canon's- Yeoman's,  and 
Manci[)le's  Tales,  with  the  Blank-Parson  Link. 

XXXVIII  to  XLIII.  Large  Parts  of  the  separate  issues  of  the  Six  MSS,  bringing 
all  up  to  the  Parson's  Tale. 
XLIV.  A  detailed  Ct)mpariM>n  of  the  Troijlnn  and  Crijseiide  with  Boccaccio'i* 
Fi  lout  rat  o^  with  a  Translation  of  all  Passages  used  by  Chaucer,  and  an 
Abstract  of  the  Parts  not  us«'d,  by  W.  Michiwl  Kossctti,  Es(i.,  und  with 
a  print  of  the  Troiflus  from  the  llarleian  MS  3913.  Part  I. 
XLV.  An  alphabetical  list  of  Cliuucer's  rymcs  in  the  Canterbury  Tales,  as 
shown  by  the  EJlcsmerc  MS. 

Of  the  Second  Series,  the  issue  for  1868  is, 

1.  Eurly  Ensflish  Pronunciation,  with  especial  j-ef^jence  to  Sliakspere  and  ChAUc<>r, 
l»y  Alcvauder  J.  Kills,  Esij.,  F. U.S.  Part  I.  This  work  includes  an  aiiialganiali«»n 
*ii  Prof.  F,  J.  Child's  two  excellent  and  exhaustive  I'ajH-rs  on  the  use  of  the  Ihial  -t  by 
Chaucer  (in  T.  Wright's  ed.  of  llie  Cuiitcrbtinj  Ttilt.s)  and  by  Gower  (iu  I)r  Pauli's 
ed.  of  the  Confesftio  Amuutifi). 

2.  E«*>ays  on  Chaurer,  his  Words  and  Works,  Part  I.  :  1.  Prof.  Ebert's  Keview  of 
Sandras's  Etude  aur  C/uitftrr,  translated  ])y  J.  W.  van  Kfcs  Hocts,  M.A.  ;  2.  A 
i:irh-c<nturv  Latin  Treatise  on  the  Chiliitdre  (of  the  SJiijiuum's  Tult),  edit"d  bv 
Mr  E.  Brock. 

3.  A  Temporary  Profare  to  the  So^'icty's  Six-T»'\t  edition  of  Chain'ci's  Cant<Tbniy 
Talr.s,  Part  I,  attempt jrig  to  show  the  riirht  Order  of  the  Talo.  and  the  Days  and 
Stages  uf  the  Pilgriuiage,  Arc.  cS:c.,  by  F.  J.  Furnivall,  E>^q.,  M.A. 

Of  the  Second  Series,  the  issue  for  1869  is, 

4.  T^arlv  Knicli>h  Pronuneiation,  witli  e><])eri;tl  reference  U)  Sliak<pereand  Chaucer, 
by  Alexander  J.  Ellis,  Esq.,  F.K.S.     Part  11. 

Of  the  Second  Series,  tlie  issue  for  1870  is, 

5.  Earlv  En^'li-'li  T^\>nunciation.  with  e^jM-eial  reference  to  ShaksiHTcand  Chaucer, 
by  Alexan.lcr  J.  Ellis,  E>q.,  F.K.S.     Part  111. 

(^f  the  Second  Series,  the  i-^sue  for  1871  is, 

C}.   Trial-Forewords  t«>  my  ParalleUTrxt  edition  f»f  Cliancer's  "Minor  Poi'ms  for  the 
Chau'-.r  Soeicty  (witli  a  try  to  set  Chaiu-er's  AVovks  in  their  ri-hr  onler  of  Time),  bylp 
l-'rclk.  J.  Furnivall.     P:»rf  1.     (Tliis  Part  briny:s-out,  tur  the  tirst  lime,  Ckiueer'b,*^^ 
bvujj  curly  but  hopeless  love.) 
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Editor  in  Chief:— F.J,  Furnivall,  Esq.,  3,  St  GoorgT3*8  Square,  Primr:>80  Hill,  X.  W. 
iZbw.  Sec.  .-—A.  G.  Sxelgrovb,  Esq.,  Ixmdon  Ilcwpital,  London,  E. 


To  do  honour  to  Chaitceh,  and  to  let  the  lovers  and  students  of  him  sco  how  far  the 
befit  imprinted  Manuscripts  of  his  worics  differ  from  tho  printed  texts,  this  Society  ».•» 
foundeoL  There  are  many  questions  of  metre,  pronuneiation,  orthojoiiphy,  and  vty- 
mology  yet  to  be  settled,  for  which  more  i«rint.s  of  Manuscripts  tkre  >%-iuited,  and  it  ir* 
hardly  too  much  to  say  that  overj'  line  of  Ghau(»er  cf)ntainH  points  that  need  r*»con- 
Hideration.  The  founder's  proposal  is  to  lx?jrin  with  The  C<niterbwff  7V/<^*,  and  jri\f 
of  them  (in  parallel  tM)lumns  in  Royal  4t())  six  of  tho  best  unprintwl  Maimserijjt?* 
known,  inasmuoh  also  as  tho  paitijlol  arr^njreinout  will  neeessitate  the  altemtinn  <if 
the  places  of  certain  tales  in  some  of  the  MSS,  a  print  of  each  MS  will  be  issued  .•*»— 
parately,  and  will  follow  the  order  of  its  urig;inal.  The  first  six  MSS  to  be  printed  sir*- 
the  l^Uesmere  (bv  leave  of  the  Earl  of  Ellewmere) ;  the  HengAvrt  (by  leave  of  W.  \V. 
E.  Wynne,  Esq.)  ;  tho  Cainbrid^t*  Univ.  Libr.,  MS  G^.  4.  27 ;  the  Corpus,  Oxfor«l  ; 
the  Poiworth  (by  leave  of  Lord  Leeontleld)  ;  and  the  Lansdo>vne  8»51  (Brit,  Mus.). 

Of  Chauwr's  Minor  Poems, — tho  MSS  of  which  are  irenerally  later  than  the  b<^<t 
MSS  of  tho  Canterbury'  Tali^s, — all,  or  nearly  all,  tho  MSS  "will  be  printed,  so  as  ti> 
iiocure  all  the  existing-  evidence  for  the  true  text. 

To  secure  the  fidelity  and  unifonn  treatment  of  the  texts,  Mr  F.  J.  Fumivall  will 
read  all  with  their  MSS. 

The  Society's  publications  are  issued  in  two  Series,  of  which  tho  first  contains  tlw» 
ditferent  texts  of  Chaucer's  works;  and  the  S<HM>nd,  such  orifnnals  of,  and  essays  ou 
those  as  can  be  procuixid,  with  other  illustrative  troatisea,  aaid  Supplcauentar^'  Tales. 

Tho  Six'ioty's  issue  for  1808,  in  the  First  Series,  is, 

I,  The  Prtjlopnio  and  Kni^ht*s  Tale,  of  the  Canterbury  Ta]e<»,  in  6  parallel 
Texts  (fi-om  the  6  MSS  nanw^d  below),  tojr<'ther  with  Tables,  .sho'W'in?  tho 
Groups  of  the  Tales,  and  their  varj'injf  oixicr  in  38  MSS  of  the  Tales,  and 
in  o  old  printed  editions,  ami  also  Sixxirnens  from  several  MSS  of  the 
*'Movejible  Prrilcv^-ues"  of  the  Cahterburv'  Tales, — The  Shipman's  Prolog-ur\ 
and  Franklin's  Prolof*ue,  —when  moved  from  their  right  jkacea,  and  of  the 
Substitutes  for  them.  (The  Six-Text,  Part  I.) 
IT.  The  Prologue  and  Knight's  Tale  from  Uie  Ellosmero   MS. 

III.  „  „  „  „  „      „      „     Hen^-rt       „     154 

IV.  „  „  „  n  WW      „    Cambridge    „    ^p  4   27 
V.    „          „          „          „  y,      „      „    Corpus  „    Oxford 

VI.     „  „  „  „  „      „      „    Potworth      „ 

VH.    „  „  „  „  „      „      „     Lansdowne    „    Sol 

(separate  issues  of  the  Texts  forming  Part  I  of  tlw  Six- Text  edition.) 

Tho  issue  for  1869,  in  the  First  Series,  is, 

VITI.  Tho  Miller's,  Reeve's,  and  Cook's  Tales:  Ellosmero MS.^ 

IX.     „         „  „  „        „  „  Heng>*Tt     „  with  an 

X.     „         „  „  „        „  „  Cambridge  „     I      Appendix  of 

XI.     „         „  „  „        „  „  Cori)us         „     f     "Gamelvn** 

XII.     „         „  „  „        „  „  Petworth     „         from  SIX  MSS. 

XIII.  „  „  „  „        „  „  lansdowne,,    ) 
(sopju'ato  issues  of  the  Texts  forming  the  Six-Text,  Part  II,  No.  XIV.) 

The  issue  for  1870,  in  the  First  Series,  is, 

XIV.  The  Millar's,  Kecve's,  and  Cook's  TaUs^,  with  an  Appendix  of  the  Spurioua 

Tale  of  GiUutUyn,  In  G  puuUel  Texts.     (Six-Text,  Part  II.) 

Tho  issue  for  1871,  in  the  Firat  Series,  is, 

XV.  Tho  M.LU  of  Ljiw's,  Shipimui's,  and  Prioress's  Tales,  with  Chaucer's  o\ni 
Tale  of  Sir  Tliupas  in  IJ  piinillcl  Texts  fmm  the  MSS  above  naiiuMi,  and  H> 
c<»l'iuivd  dniwin.iTh  of  Tellers  of  T.iles,  after  the  originals  in  the  EllcsmereMS. 
XVL  The  Man  of  Liw's  Tale,  fnjui  the  Ellesinere  MS. 
XVII.      „       „      „       „         „        „       „    CainUridjru  MS, 
XVIII.      ,,       „      „       ,,        „         ,,       ,,    Corpu.s  MS. 
XIX.  Tho  Shij>man's,  I*rioress's,  and  Man  ot  I*iw'.s  Tah^,  from  the  Potworth  MS. 
XX.  Tilt;  Mm  of  Li^v's  Tak\,  fronn  tlie  I*:m>d<»\mc  MS. 
(«-!irh  with  woodcuts  of  fuiirtecu  drviwiny;-s  of  Tt•ll('r^  of  Tales  in  the  EIU?snn»n*  MS.) 
XXI.  A  Parallel -Text  f^dition  of  Chaucer's  Minor  Pooii»s,  Piurt  I: -'The  IVthe 
of  lilaunche  the  Duehesse,*  from  Thynne's  ixl.  of  lo.'Vi,  the  Fairfax  MS  I'i, 
and  T.'.nuer  MS  JiUi ;  '•the  Coiniile>nit  to  Pite,'  'the  Pai'lamw^^'TKuules,' 
and  'the  Coini>leynt  of  Mars,'  each  fr»n»  mx  MSS.  O 

XXII.  Siini»le:oentary  I'anillel-Tcxts  of  Chaucer's  Minor  Poems,  Part  I,  containing 
*  The  rarUuiuut  of  Poulcs,'  from  three  MSS. 
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81X-TEXT  634 

OBOup  0.  §  1.  SECOND  nun's  talb.  Petworth  MS, 

(28) 

The  teeres  &om  hk  eien  lete  he  fiGtUe  190 

Ahny3ty  god  o  Ihedii  crisf  quod  he 

Sowere  of  chaast*  coimsaile  &  herde  of  va  alle 

The  fruyte  of  filke  seede  of  chaastite  193 

)»af  )k)u  haste  sawe  in  cicile  take  to  ^ee 

Loo  like  a  bisy  bee  wi)»-ouf  gile 

])e  seraeth  ay  )»ine  owne  thralle  Cicile  196 

(29) 

Pot  J)ilk  spouse  faf  she  toke  buf  nowe  197 

fful  like  a  ferce  leon  she  sendej)  here 

As  meke  as  eny  lombe  was  to  30U  * 

And  wij)  faf  worde  anon  \tr  gan  apere 

An  olde  man  clad  wif  white  cloj>e8  clere 

And  had  a  boke  wif  \sttKA  of  golde  in  honde 

And  gan  bifome  Valerian  stonde  203 

(30) 
Valerian  as  dede  fiille  doune  for  drede  204 

whan  he  hyw  segh  and  hyw  vphenf  I>oo  • 
And  on  his  boke  fus  he  gan  to  rede 

00  lord  00  feif  00  god  wif-oute  moo  207 
Of  cristendome  and  fadere  of  ati  also . 

Abouen  alle  and  oueral  euery  where 

^ise  wordes  al  wiJ)  gold  [y]writen  were  210 

(31) 

Whan  ])is  was  radde  Jiaf  seide  J>is  olde  man  211 

Leuesf  Jk)U  I>is  J)ing«  or  no  sai  je  or  nay 

1  leue  al  \Sa  J>in[g]  /  [q^od  Valerian  [FmI.  tbm,  U9f^  6a<*] 
ffor  sother  thyng*]  &'  Jis  I  dar  wel  saye  p  thm  jrort]  214 
Vndere  fe  heuene  no  wi3t*  ne  ])enk  may 

%  Tho  vanshed  Jaf  olde  man  he  nyst*  wher 

And  pope  Vrban  hym  ciistened  ri3f  fere  217 

28  PETWORTH  409  (6-T.  634) 
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8IZ-TEXT  535 
GBOUF  0.    §  1.    BEOOND  NUN's  TALK.    PetWOrth  MS. 

(32) 

Valenan  goj>  home  to  seint<  Cicile  218 

And  mlAIime  his  chambre  an  Aungel  he  segh  stande 

piB  anngel  had  of  rose  and  of  lilie 

Coxovnes  two  )»e  whiche  he  bare  on  hande  221 

And  first*  to  Cicile  as  I  vnderstande 

Be  3af  ))af  oon  and  aftere  gan  he  take  Paaf  i»4] 

))at<  o]>er  to  Valerian  her  make  224 

(33) 

WiJ)  body  dene  and  wij)  vnwemmed  f  oujt^  226 

kepe])  ay  wel  pise  corownes  quod  he 

f&om  paradise  to  ^ou  hane  I  hem  broi^t* 

Ke  nenere  more  shul  j>ei  roten  be  228 

l^e  lese  her  swete  sauoure  tresteth  me 

Ne  neuere  wi^t*  shal  seene  hem  wi]>  his  ye 

But*  he  be  chaasf  and  hate  vilenye  231 

(34) 

And  ))ou  valenan  for  ]k)u  so  sone  232 

Assentest*  to  good  counsaile  also 

flay  what*  fe  lust*  and  pOTi  shalt*  haue  J>i  bone 

I  haue  a  bro])er  quod  Valerian  Jk>o  235 

]>at*  in  ])is  worU  I  loue  no  man  soo  / 

I  prey  30U  f af  my  brofere  may  haue  grace 

To  knowe  J>e  trouJ>e  as  I  do  in  J>is  place  238 

(36) 

The  aungel  answerde  god  like])  ^our  request*  239 

And  boj)  wi))  )>e  palme  of  marterdome 

30  shul  come  vnto  J>e  blisful  fest* 

And  ydp  \>b,V  worde  tiburce  his  bro]}ere  come  242 

And  whan  ])at<  he  fe  sauoure  yndemome 

WiJ>  ]}at*  ]}e  roses  and  ]>e  lilies  caste 

'Wi]>-Inne  his  herte  he  gan  to  wonder  faste  245 
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8IX-TBZT  536 

GROUP  0.  §  L  BiooND  nun's  talb.  Petworfli  MS. 

(36) 

And  aaide  in  J^is  tyme  I  wondeTe  of  ^e  jeie  246 

whennys  pia  swete  saaonre  cornmep  soo  / 

And  10868  and  lilies  ]Mif  I  smelle  here 

ffor  yom^e  I  had  hem  in  myn  hondes  twoo  1249 

^e  sauonre  my^f  in  me  no  depper  goo 

ye  swete  smelle  ^f  in  myn  hert*  I  fynde 

Ha^  channged  me  al  in  a  no^er  kinde  252 

<37) 

Yaleiian  saide  two  coiownes  haue  we  253 

Snowe  white  and  rose  lede  {Ksf  shynejy  clere 

whicli  J»af  )»ine  eyen  han  no  my^f  to  see 

And  as  ^we  smelleef  hem  J^our^e  ^  pieiere  256 

So  Shalt*  yoM  sene  hem  leue  bioj^er  deie 

)if  it*  so  be  )k)u  wilt*  wi]K>ute  sclou]»e . 

Byleue  a  lijt^  and  knowe  fe  Ycrrej  tTOu]»e  b«f  ih  bnk] 

(38) 

Tybnrce  answerd  seisf  pou  J^is  to  me  260 

In  sojynesse  or  in  dieeme  herken  )e  J^is 

In  diemes  quod  Valerian  han  we  be 

Into  (is  tyme  bio)»er  myfi  ywis  263 

But*  nowe  at*  aist*  our  tiou)»e  dwelling*  is 

Howe  woost*  yon  quod  Tibuice  &  in  what  wise 

Quod  Valerian  ]Mit*  shal  I  pe  devise  266 

(39) 

The  Aungel  of  god  haf  me  pe  troupe  taujt*  267 

Whicti  J»at*  )k)u  shalt*  seen  if  )»af  )k)w  wilt*  leneye 

The  ydoles  and  be  clene  and  ellis  nau^t 

But*  of  J»e  myiacles  of  J^ise  corownes  tweye  270 

Seint^  Ambrose  in  his  preface  list*  to  seie 

Solempnely  this  noble  dpctou r  dere 

Commendejy  it^  and  sei)»  in  (is  manere  273 
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BIX-TEXT   537 

OBoup  0.  §  1.  SECOND  num'b  TALK.  Petworth  MS. 

(40) 

The  palme  of  marterdome  forto  receyue  .274 

Seint*  Cicile  fulfilled  of  goddys  jiff 

J»e  worlde  and  [e]ke  huie  chambre  gan  she  weyue 

Witnesse  Tiburce  and  Cicilees  shrift  277 

To  whicfi  god  of  his  bountee  wold<3  shift* 

Goio'wnes  two  of  flowres  wel  smellynge 

And  made  ]>e  aungel  hem  )k>o  coiownes  bringe  280 

(41) 

This  made  ha)»  broujf  J»ise  men  to  blisse  aboue  281 

fe  world  haj)  wisf  what*  it*  is  worf  certeyne 

Deuocion  of  chastite  to  lone 

Tho  shewed  hym  Cicile  open  and  pleyne  284 

That*  alle  ydoles  nys  but*  fing*  in  veyne 

flfor  |>ei  bene  dombe  and  ferto  ^ei  bene  defe 

And  charged  hym  his  ydols  forto  lef  287 

(42) 

Who  ^at*  ])is  trovLep  nat*  a  beest*  he  is  288 

Quod  )»oo  tyburce  if  |)at*  I  shal  not*  ly 

She  gan  )»an  kisse  his  brest*  &  pat*  herd  pia 

And  was  ful  glad  be  cou^e  trou])  aspie  291 

This  daye  take  I  |)e  for  mjne  alye 

Saide  ])is  blesful  maide  faire  &  dere 

£for  aftere  )»at*  she  saide  as  30  may  here  ./  294 

(43) 

Loo  ryjt*  so  as  pQ  loue  of  crtst*  quod  She        [leof  iw]       295 

Made  me  pi  bro^eres  wif  ri3t*  in  ]7at*  wise 

Anoon  for  myn  alie  here  take  I  ]>e 

Si])ens  j)at*  pou  wolt*  ])ine  ydoles  despise  298 

Go  wi]>  ]7i  bro])er  nowe  and  ^e  baptise 

And  make  )»e  clene  so  ]7at*  ])0u  maist*  beholde 

^e  Aungels  face  of  whicb  ^i  brother  tolde  301 
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SIX-TEXT  538 
GROUP  0.    §  1.    8BG0ND  NUN's  TALE.    PetWOrth  MS. 

(44) 

Tyburse  anBwenl  and  seide  bro^r  dere  302 

ffuTst;'  telle  me  whideie  I  slial  and  to  what*  man 

To  whome  quod  lie  come  for])  wif  ri^t*  goode  chere 

I  wil  Je  lede  vnto  f  e  pope  Vrban  306 

To  Vrban  bro])er  myne  Valerian 

Q^od  j)Oo  Tiburce  wilt*  j)ou  me  ])idere  lede 

Me  ]>enke])  ^af  it*  were  a  wondere  dede  308 

(46) 

Bemenest*  ]>ou  nat*  Vrban  quod  he  j)oo  309 

Thaf  18  80  ofte  dampned  to  be  dede 

And  wonne^  in  balkes  to  and  froo 

And  dar  naf  ony8  put<  for^  his  hede  312 

Men  shul  hym  brenne  in  a  fire  so  rede 

If  he  were  founde  fat*  men  myjt*  hyw*  spie 

And  we  also  |)af  here  hym  companye  316 

(46) 

And  whiles  we  seken  filk*  Dyuinyte  316 

J»at*  is  ihidde  in  heuene  priye 

Algate  ybrenf  in  f  is  worl<}  shul  we  be . 

To  whom  Cicile  answerd  bodily  319 

Men  myjt*  drede  wel  and  skilfully 

This  lif  to  lese  myn  owne  dere  hrofer 

^if  f is  were  lyuynge  only  and  nofi  ofei  322 

(47) 
But*  |>er  is  better  lif  in  oojwr  place  323 

That*  neuere  shal  be  lost*  drede  f  e  nou)f 
Whi(^  goddes  sone  ys  tolde  f  ourgh  his  grace 
pChat  fadres  sone  hath  aUe  thynges  wrought  S^IbJJ!^' 

And  al  that  wrought  is  with  a  skilful  thoght 
The  gost  that  fro  the  fader  gan  procede 
ha1£  sowled  hem  with-outen  ony  drede  329 
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(48) 
By  word  and  by  myiacle  he  goddes  sona     [^«d.738i]     330 
whan  he  was  in  this  world  dedaied  here 
That  ther  was  other  lif  ther  men  may  wone 
Tho  answeide  Tiburce  o.  suster  dere  333 

Ke  s^-destow  right  now  in  this  maneie 
Ther  nys  but  o  god  lord  in  sothfiutnesse 
^d  now  of*  three  how  maisthow  here  witnesee  336 

(49) 

That  shal  y  telle  quod  she  or  y  go]        {Bud,  im  ^xtraet  mM 

Bijl^  as  a  man  hsp  sapiences  ]ire 

Memorie  engeyne  and  intellecte  also 

6o  in  00  beinge  of  diuinite  340 

Thre  p^rsones  r^t*  wel  ^er  may  be 

Tho  gan  she  hym  bisily  preche . 

Of  cnstes  come  and  of  his  peynea  teche  peafuSkineki 


(60) 

AiOd  mony  poyntes  of  his  passion 
How  goddys  sonne  in  ^is  wijhholde 
To  do  mankynde  pleyn  remyssioil 
^at*  was  ybounde  in  cares  coldtf 
Al  ^is  ^inge  she  vnto  Tiburce  tolde^ 
And  aftere  J»is  Tiburce  in  good  entent* 
To  pope  Vrban  wi|>  Valerian  wenl? 

(51) 

Whidi  )K)nked  god  and  wi|)  glad  herf  and  h^if 
He  Cristned  hym  and  made  hym  in  )»at*  place 
Parfit^  in  his  lyuynge  goddys  kny^t^ 
And  after  ^is  Tiburce  gate  such  grace 
faif  euery  day  he  seie  in  tyme  and  space 
fe  Aungel  of  god  and  euery  maner  bone 
^al^  he  god  asked  if  was  spedde  fnl  sone 
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<62) 

lif  were  fal  harde  by  oidei*  forto  seyne  358 

Howe  mony  wonders  Thesa  for  hjm  wroii3ti* 

But*  atte  last*  to  telle  short*  and  pleyft 

The  sergeaunf  of  ^e  towne  of  Rome  hem  soii3t*  361 

And  hem  byfom  Almache  )»e  prouosf  brou^f 

Whiche  hem  opposed  and  knewe  al  her  entenf 

And  to  pe  ymage  of  lubiter  he  hem  sent*  364 

(53) 

And  saide  who  so  wil  not*  sacrifise  365 

Swap  of  his  heued  ^is  is  my  sentence  here 

Anone  ^ise  marteeis  ^at*  I  30U  deuise 

On  maximios  )»at*  was  an  officers  368 

Of  ^e  prefectis  and  of  Comiculere 

Hem  henf  and  whan  he  for|)e  ^e  seyntes  ladde 

Hym  self  he  wepte  for  pite  ^at*  he  hadde  371 

(54) 

Whan  maximius  had  herde  pe  seintes  lore  872 

he  gate  hem  of  ^e  turment^^ttrs  leue 

And  had  hem  in  his  hons  wi)K)uf  more 

And  -wip  her  prechinge  er  ^at*  if  were  eue  375 

^i  gone  from  pe  torment(ncr8  to  reue 

And  fro  maximius  and  fro  his  folk*  echond 

fe  fals  feith  to  trowe  in  god  allond .  378 

(65) 

Oicile  come  whan  if  was  woxen  nyjf  D«iriw]         379 

Wip  preestes  Jiaf  hem  crtstened  al  in  fere 

And  afterward  whan  day  was  waxen  lijf 

Cicile  hem  seide  wi^  a  sobre  chere  382 

Now  cristes  owne  knyjtes  leef  and  dere 

Castejy  al  away  pe  werkes  of  derknesse 

And  aime^  30a  in  armnre  of  lijtnesse  385 
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(66) 

5e  lian  foisoJ»e  ydona  grete  bataille  386 

Wbicb  is  nowe  done  ^onre  feij»  ban  je  coiifermed 

Go]>  to  J»e  corowne  of  lif  |)af  may  not*  faile 

The  Ei^t*  luge  wlii(£  J^afc*  30  han  disserued  389 

Tofore  hym  ^e  bene  f^ij?falli  pieserued 

And  whan  fia  ]»inge  was  seide  as  I  deuise 

Men  ladde  hem  iarpe  to  done  ^e  sacrifise  392 

(57) 

Buf  wban  J>ei  were  vnto  pe  place  bioii3li*  393 

To  telle  shortely  pe  conclusioi^n 

pel  nolde  ensence  ne  sacWfise  r^t*  nonjt* 

But*  on  her  knees  )»ei  setten  bem  adoun  396 

Wi^  bumble  berf  and  sad  deuocioun 

And  losten  bo)»  ber  bedes  in  ^e  place 

Her  saules  wenten  to  pe  kinge  of  grace  399 

(58) 

Tbis  Maximius  ^at*  see  ^is  p\ng&  betide  400 

wi)»  pitous  tales  tolde  it*  anon  ri^f 

Tbat*  be  ber  sawles  segbe  to  beuene  gl'de 

WiJ)  aungels  ful  of  cleemesse  and  of  li3t«  403 

And  wif  bis  worde  conuerted  mony  a  wijt' 

fifor  wbicb  Almacbius  did  bym  so  to  bete 

Wi])  wbippe  of  lede  til  be  bis  lif  gan  lete  406 

(59) 

Gicile  bym  toke  and  buried  bym  anon  407 

By  Tiburce  and  Valerian  softely 

WiJ-Inne  ber  beriyng*  place  vndei'  pe  stofl 

And  aftere  )»is  Almacbius  bastely  410 

Bad  bis  mynystres  feccben  opynly 

Cicile  so  sbe  myjf  in  bis  presence 

Don  sacnfise  and  lubiter  ensence  ^^^. 
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(60) 

But*  ^ei  connerted  jK)igli  her  wise  lore  414 

Wepten  sore  and  gaf  credence  DmI  im,  back] 

Vnto  her  worde  and  criden  more  and  more 

Crisf  goddes  sone  wi^ute  difference  417 

Is  Verrey  god  pis  is  ali:  oure  sentence 

yski?  hap  so  good  a  seniaunte  hjm  to  serue 

Thus  -wij^  00  vois  we  trowe  fom^e  we  sterue  420 

(61) 

Almachius  )»at*  herde  al  this  [doinge]  421 

Bad  foche  Gicile  p&V  he  my^f  hurd  se 

And  alderfuist*  loo  pis  was  his  askinge 

What*  maner  womman  arf  porx  po  quod  he  424 

I  am  a  gentile  womman  bom  quod  she 

I  aske  quod  he  )»ou3e  if  pe  greue 

Of  J»i  religiofi  and  of  pi  bileue  427 

(62) 

Whi  pan  bygan  joure  questioii  folily  428 

Quod  she  paf  woldest*  two  answers  conclude 

In  oon  demannde  ^e  asked  lewedely 

Almachy  answerde  to  pat*  similitude  431 

Of  whennys  [comth  thyn  answeryng*  so  rude  [HkL  78M,  ifvri 

Of>  whennys]  quod  she  whan  pat*  she  was  refreyned 

Of  conscience  and  of  good  feip  vnfeyned  434 

(63) 

Ahnachius  seide  takesf  pou  non  hede  435 

Of  pine  answere  and  she  hym  answerd  pus 

3ouie  my3f  quod  she  litel  is  to  drede 

ffor  euery  morteH  mannys  power  nys  438 

But*  lich  a  bladdere  ful  of  wynde  ywis 

ffor  wip  a  nedelys  poynto  whan  pat*  ia  blowe 

May  al  pe  boost*  of  it*  be  laide  ful  lowe  441 
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(64) 

Fnl  WTon[g]full7  bygonne  pon  quod  he  442 

And  )i1i*  in  wionge  is  ^i  perseueratmce 

Woosf  J>ou  nat*  how  oure  myjty  pnnces  fee 

Ben  ^us  comaunded  and  maken  ordinaunce  445 

|>af  euery  cristen  wijt"  shal  han  penatmce 

But*  }if  fat*  he  his  cmtendome  wifseyn) 

And  goon  al  quite  if  he  wil  it*  receyne  448 

(66) 

Joure  pnnces  aren  as  joure  noblen  doj)  449 

Quod  ^o  Cicile  and  a  woode  sentence 

3e  make  ts  gUty  and  it*  nys  nat*  sotli 

ffor  )e  )»af  knowen  wel  our  Innocence  [iMf  i»7]         452 

ffor  as  nioch  as  we  done  Beuerence 

To  criste  and  for  we  here  a  cristen  name 

3e  put*  on  V8  a  cryme  and  eke  a  blame  455 

(66) 

But*  we  )»at*  knowen  filk*  name  soo  456 

ffor  yertuous  we  may  it*  not*  say 

Almachy  answerde  chese  on  of  fiae  twoo 

Do  sacnfise  or  cristendome  reney  459 

J^t*  f  owe  may  nowe  scapen  by  J>af  way 

At*  whiciL  pe  holy  blisful  maide 

Gan  forto  lau^e  and  to  fe  luge  she  saide  462 

(67) 

0  luge  confuse  in  ]d  nycete  463 

Wilt*  pon  psA?  I  reneye  Innocence 

To  maken  me  a  wicked  wi^t*  quod  she 

loo  he  diBsimulef  here  in  audience  466 

He  staref  and  wodef  in  his  adut^rtence 

To  whom  Almachius  o  vnsely  wrecch 

Ife  woost*  f ow  not*  howe  ferre  my  my^t*  may  streccK    469 
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MsLp  nou^t^  oar  my^ty  prince  to  me  ]^oaen  470 

3e  hop  powere  and  aucioritee 

To  make  folk*  to  dien  or  to  lyuen 

Whi  spekest^  pon  so  proudly  pan  to  me  473 

I  ne  speke  but*  stedfiastly  quod  she 

Kou^t^  proudely  for  I  sale  as  for  my  side 

I  hate  dedly  piike  vice  of  pnde  476 

(69) 

And  jif  )k)u  drede  noujt*  a  sope  to  here  477 

)»an  wil  I  shewen  al  openly  by  ri^t* 

]iat  )»ou  hast*  made  a  fal  grete  lesinge  here 

Thow  seist  ^i  princes  han  ^eue  pe  myjt^  480 

BoJ»  to  sleene  and  forto  quyk  a  wi^t* 

Thowe  )»at*  ne  maist*  but^  only  lif  here  by-reue 

Thow  nasf  J»erto  neil)ere  power  ne  leue  483 

(70) 

[But  jK>u  mayst  sayn  thi  prynces  han  the  maked]  ^IJpg?''' 

Hynystei*  of  de]»  for  )if  ]»ou  speke  of  moo 

)k)w  liesf  for  ^  powei*  is  fdl  naked 

Do  way  ^i  boldnesse  saide  Almachius  J»oo  487 

And  sacrifise  to  our  goddys  twoo . 

I  ne  recche  nou^f  what*  wronge  Jratf  ^u  me  profile  [ifi»7,bk] 

ffor  I  can  suf&e  it*  as  a  philoeofire  490 

(71) 

But^  J»ilk*  wronges  may  I  nat*  endure  491 

]»at*  ^u  spekest*  of  oure  goddes  here  qteod  he 

Cicele  answerde  oo  nyce  creature 

)k)w  seidest  no  word  ap  J»ou  spekest*  to  me  494 

paif  I  ne  knewe  perwip  ^i  nycete 

And  pa,tf  J»owe  were  in  euery  manei*  wise 

A  lewde  officere  and  a  veyn  lustise  497 
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(72) 

Ther  lacke)»  no  finge  to  fine  vtter  eyen  498 

pa,V  f  ou  narf  blynde  for  J^ing*  pa.V  we  seen  alle 

]>at;*  is  a  stone  |)af  men  may  wel  aspien 

Thaf  ilk^  stoon  a  god  fon.  wolf  it*  calle  501 

I  rede  fe  laf  J>ine  h[ond]  vppon  if  falle 

And  taasf  if  w^l  and  stoon  ))0u  shalf  if  fynde 

SiJ)e  )»af  povL  seesf  if  naf  wi))  )»ine  eyen  blynde  504 

(73) 

If  is  a  shame  |)af  ]>e  puple  shal  505 

So  scome  J)e  and  lauje  af  pi  foly 

ffor  comonly  wommen  wote  if .  well  oueraH 

Thaf  myjty  god  is  in  heuene  hie  508 

And  f ise  ymages  wel  fan  maisf  poM  spie 

To  pe  ne  to  hem  self  may  j)ei  naf  profite 

And  in  her  effecte  f  ei  bene  naf  worth  a  myte  511 

(74) 

Thise  and  sucli  ofer  wordes  saide  She  512 

And  he  wexe  wroof  and  bad  she  shuld  be  lede 

home  to  her  hous  and  in  her  hous  quod  he 

Brenne  hare  in  a  fdyre  wif  flawmes  rede  515 

And  as  he  bad  ryjf  so  was  done  fe  dede 

And  in  a  bath .  pei  gan  hare  fasf  shetten 

And  nyghf  and  day  grete  fayre  vnder  fei  maden  518 

(75) 

Al  fe  longe  ny)f  and  eke  pe  day  also  519 

ffor  al  pe  fuyre  and  eke  pe  bafes  hete 

She  satte  al  colde  and  felf  of  if  no  woo 

Ne  made  hure  a  drope  nou3f  forto  swete  522 

Buf  in  >af  bath  her  lif  She  mosf  lete 

ffor  he  Almachie  wif  ful  wicked  entenf 

To  scleen  hura  in  fe  bath  his  sonde  senf  /  [i«ari98] 
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(76) 
Thre  strokes  in  ^e  nekke  he  smote  hure  ^oo  526 

The  turmentoiir  but*  for  no  manere  chaunce 
He  my3f  not*  smyten  al  her  necke  a  two 
And  for  ])er  was  ^at*  tyme  an  ordynaunce  529 

That*  none  shuld  to  no  man  do  sucH  penaunce 
]>e  fer)»e  stroke  to  smyten  soff  or  sore 
This  turmentour  ne  dnrsf  do  no  more .  532 

(77) 
But*  half  dede  wi|)  her  necke  ycoruen  J?ere  533 

He  laft*  hure  lye  and  on  his  waye  he  went* 
^e  Cristen  folk*  which  aboute  hura  were 
WiJ)  shetes  home  ful  faire  hura  hente  536 

Thre  daies  lyued  she  in  pia  torment* 
And  neuere  cesed  hem  ^e  fei^  to  teche 
Whom  she  had  fostred  hem  she  gan  to  preche  539 

(78) 
And  hem  she  jaf  her  meueables  and  her  piagQ  540 

And  to  f  e  pope  Vrban  bytoke  hem  f  oo 
And  saide  j)us  I  asked  |)is  of  heuene  kynge 
To  han  respite .  pTQ  daies  and  no  moo  543 

To  recomaunde  to  30U  er  ^at*  I  goo 
Thise  soules  loo  f  and  faif  I  myjt*  to  wirche 
Here  of  myn  hous  p^petuelly  a  chirche  546 

(79) 
BEynt*  Vrban  wiJ)  his  dekenes  pnuely  547 

The  body  fette  and  buried  if  by  ny3t* 
Amonge  his  o)»er  seintes  honestly 

Hure  hous  ^e  churche  of  seint*  Cicile  hi3f  550 

Seint*  Vrban  halawed  if  as  he  wel  my^f 
In  )^  which  into  ^is  daye  in  noble  wise 
Men  done  to  cnsf  and  to  his  seinte  servise  .  553 

^  fxiB  ende])  |>e  tale  of  ^e  seoonnde  nonne 
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CiNiif^ruB]    f  The  prolag^ . 

And  liere  bygynne^  ^  prologe  of  ]«  ehaaoKiis  jeman 

L  ended  was  fe  lif  of  seinte  Cecile 
Er  we  fully  had  ryden  five  myle 
An  l)oghton  vndei  |)e  ble  yb  gan  a  take 
A  man  J»af  cloJ»ed  was  in  clojies  blake  557 

And  vnder  ^at*  be  had  a  white  surplis . 
His  hakeney  ]>af  was  so  pomel  gris  [iMfisa^iiMk] 

So  swete  ^t*  if  wondere  was  to  see 
It*  scmed  he  had  prikked  myles  ^re  561 

^e  hois  eke  ]»tt*  his  jeman  rode  vpofi 
So  swette  J^at*  Ynnej)e8  my3t*  he  goil 
Aboute  J^e  peitreH  stood  pe  foom  ful  hie 
He  was  of  fome  al  flekked  as  a  pie  565 

A  male  twifolde  on  his  ciopour  laye 
It*  semed  )»at*  he  caned  litel  aiaye 
Al  li3t*  for  somer  roode  ^is  wor])i  man  / 
And  in  myn  herte  wondie  I  bygan  569 

What*  fat*  he  was  til  I  ynderstode 
How  )»af  his  cloke  was  sewed  to  his  hode 
ffor  which  whan  I  longe  bad  ayised  me 
I  demed  hym  some  chanofi  forto  be  573 

His  hatte  honge  at*  his  bak*  doune  by  a  laas 
ffor  he  had  lyden  more  fan  trotte  or  paas 
He  had  aye  prikked  like  as  he  were  wood 
A  clote  leef  he  had  vnder  his  hode  577 

ffor  swote  and  forto  kepe  his  hede  from  hete 
But*  it*  was  ioye  forto  seen  hyw  swete 
His  forhede  dropped  as  a  Stillatorie 
Were  ful  of  planteyne  and  of  Pyritorie  581 
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And  whan  ^at*  he  came  he  gan  to  crie  582 

God  sane  qnod  he  pia  loly  companye 

ffasf  haue  I  prikked  qnod  he  for  ^oura  sake 

Becanae  faif  I  wolde  )ou  ouertake  585 

To  lyden  in  fla  mery  company 

His  ^eman  eke  was  ful  of  cnrtesie 

And  siires  now  in  ^e  moiowe  tide 

Ont*  of  jonie  osteliie  I  sQgK  jo*  ride  589 

And  warned  here  my  loide  and  my  soueieyfi 

Whicli  (at*  to  ride  wij)  jou  is  ful  fayfi 

ffor  his  disporiie  he  loueJ»  daliannce 

ffirende  for  j)i  warnyng«  god  jeue  |)e  good  chaunce  593 

Seide  onie  hoste  certes  it*  wolde  seme 

Thi  lorde  were  wise  and  so  I  may  wel  deme  Omtm} 

He  is  ful  iocounde  also  dai  I  lay 

Can  he  oi^f  telle  a  meiy  tale  or  twaye  597 

WiJ)  which  he  glade  may  (is  company 

Who  sit^  my  lord  i  je  ^e  wijH)uten  lie 

He  can  of  merth  and  eke  of  lolite 

And  (at*  ynouje  also  sii'  tresteth  me  601 

And  )e  hym  knewe  as  wel  as  do  I 

je  wolde  wonder  howe  wel  and  thriftelie 

He  oou(e  worche  and  (at*  in  sondiy  wise 

He  ha(  take  on  hym  mony  sondiy  aprise  605 

Which  were  ful  hard  for  euy  (at*  is  here 

To  bringe  abonte  hut*  (ei  of  hym  it*  lere 

As  homely  as  he  ritte  amonge  ^ou 

If  )e  hym  knewe  it*  wolde  be  jour  prowe  609 

3e  nolde  naf  foigofi  his  aqueyntaunce 

ffor  mochel  good  I  dar  laie  in  balaunce 

All  (at*  I  haue  in  myn  possession 

He  is  a  man  of  hije  discreciofi  613 

I  wame  jowe  wel  he  is  a  passing*  man 

Wel  ko(e  oui'  boost*  I  prey  (e  telle  me  (an 

Is  he  Clerk*  or  noon  telle  what*  he  is 

Kay  he  is  gretter  (an  a  clerk*  ywis  617 
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Seide  Jje  ^eman  and  in  wooides  fewe  618 

Oost*  of  his  craft*  somwhat*  I  wil  30U  shewe 

I  sale  my  lorde  can  sucH  a  sotilie 

But*  all  his  craft*  30  may  not*  wit*  at  me  621 

And  Somwliaf  helpe  I  )it*  to  his  worchinge 

f  af  al  |>is  grounde  which  J>at*  we  ben  on  ridynge 

Til  ^at*  we  come  to  cannterheiye  touil 

He  coude  al  clere  tume  vp  so  donn  625 

And  pane  it*  al  of  silnei'  and  of  golde 

And  whan  )»is  jeman  had  pvia  ytolde 

Ynto  oure  hooste  he  seide  Benedicite 

This  J»ing*  is  wonder  merrelous  to  me  629 

Sifens  jwit*  J>i  lord  is  of  so  hi^e  prudence 

Bycause  of  which  men  shulde  hym  reuerence      pMf  i90.i»ck] 

)?at*  of  his  worship  rekke])  he  so  lite 

His  ouersclope  nys  naf  worji  a  myte  633 

As  in  effecte  to  him  as  mot*  I  goo/ 

If  is  al  baudy  and  to-tore  also 

Whi  is  J>i  lord  so  scluttish  I  f  e  prey 

And  is  of  powei'  better  cloj^es  to  beye  637 

If  J^at*  his  dede  accorde  wi^  ])i  speche 

Telle  me  ]wit*  I  f  e  biseche 

Whi  quod  J»is  ^eman  wherto  aske  ^e  me 

God  helpe  me  so  for  he  shal  neuere  the  641 

But*  I  wil-  nat*  avowe  fat*  I  say 

And  ]>eifore  kepe  it*  secre  I  jou  pray 

He  is  to  wise  in  fei)»  as  I  bileue 

That*  ])at*  is  ouerdone  it*  nyl  not*  preue  645 

And  ri3t*  as  clerkes  seyn  it*  is  a  Tice 

wherfore  in  J>at*  I  holde  hym  lewde  and  nyce 

£for  whan  a  man  ha))  ouer  grete  a  witte 

fful  often  it*  happeji  to  misusen  it*  649 

So  doj>  my  lortJ  and  fat*  me  greuej)  sore 

God  if  amende  I  can  seye  now  no  more 

Therof  no  fors  good  ^eman  quo6t  our  hoosf 

Syf  of  ])e  konyng*  of  f i  lord!  fou  wosf  653 
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Telle  howe  he  doJ>  I  prey  pe  hertely  654 

Si]>j)es  ]>af  he  is  so  crafty  and  so  scly 

Where  dwellen  je  if  if  to  telle  be 

In  (e  Subarbes  of  a  toune  quod  he  657 

Lurkynge  in  hemes  and  in  lanes  blynde 

Where  ^ise  Eobbers  and  |)eues  be  kynde 

Holden  her  p*rve  feerfol  residence 

As  ]>ei  ]iaf  dar  not*  she  wen  her  presence  661 

So  fare  we  if  I  shal  say  |)e  sope 

^if  quod  [our]  oste  laf  me  talke  to  the 

Why  arf  pon  discolowred  on  pi  face 

Petei'  quod  he  god  jeue  if  harde  grace  665 

I  am  so  Ysed  pe  fire  to  blowe 

That*  if  ha)»  chaunged  my  coloui'  as  I  trowe  pMf  loo] 

I  ne  am  nof  wonte  in  no  myrour  to  prie 

Buf  swynke  sore  and  leme  to  multiplie  669 

We  Blundren  euere  and  powren  in  pe  fire 

And  for  alle  paif  we  faillen  of  our  desire 

£for  euere  we  lacken  our  conchisiofi 

To  mochtf  folk*  we  bene  buf  illusiofi  673 

And  borowe  golde  be  if  a  pound  or  twoo 

Or  ten  or  twelue  or  mony  so7?imes  moo 

And  make  hem  wenen  at  the  leesf  wey 

^af  of  a  pounde  we  cowde  make  twey  677 

3if  is  if  fals  and  ay  we  han  good  hope 

If  forto  doon  and  aftere  if  we  grope 

Buf  )»af  science  is  so  fer  vs  biforne 

We  mowe  nof  alle  |>ou3e  we  had  if  swoma  681 

If  ouertake  if  slitf  away  so  fasf 

It  wil  VB  make  beggers  af  pe  lasf 

pe  whiles  pis  ^eman  was  pns  in  his  talkyng* 

This  Chanofl  drowe  hym  nere  and  herdf  al  |)inge  685 

Which  ^af  ^is  3em[an]  spake  for  suspeciofi 

IT  Of  mennys  speche  euere  had  ]7is  chanofl 

fibr  Caton  seij?  he  ^af  gilty  is 

Deme]»  al  pinge  be  spoke  of  hym  ywis  689 
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By  cause  of  ^af  he  gan  so  nyje  to  diawe  690 

His  jeman  fsAf  herd  alle  his  sawe 

And  ])us  he  seide  vnto  his  3einan  ^oo 

Holde  now  ]>i  pees  and  speke  no  woides  moo  693 

ffor  if  ]K)we  doo  ])u  shalf  itf*  deie  aby 

jfow  sclanndeiesf  me  here  in  ]>is  company 

And  eke  diskenerest  y&if  fon  shnldesf  hide 

je  quod  oure  hoostf*  telle  on  what*  so  betide  697 

Of  al  ]>i6  }>retynge  recli  ]>e  not*  a  myte 

In  feij>  quod  he  no  moore  I  doo  but*  lite 

And  whan  pia  chanon  segh  if  wold  nat  be 

But*  ^at*  his  jeman  wolde  telle  his  p?^uete  701 

He  fledde  a-way  for  verrey  sorowe  and  shame 

A  quod  the  ^eman  here  shal  arise  a  game  cunf  tM,  teefc] 

Afi  ]>af  I  can  anofl  wil  I  telle 

Si]>ens  he  is  goon  ^  foule  fende  hym  quelle  705 

ffor  neuere  here  aftei*  wil  I  wi})  hym  mete 

ffor  peny  ne  for  pounde  I  30U  bihete 

He  ))at*  me  brou3t*  furst*  vnto  ]>at*  game 

£r  ]>af  he  dye  sorowe  haue  he  and  shame  709 

ffor  if  it  is  emesf  to  me  by  my  feife 

^af  fele  I  wele  whaf  so  eny  man  sei^ 

&  3if  for  all  my  smerte  and  al  my  greff 

ffor  al  my  sorowe .  labour  and  meschieff  713 

I  koujye  neuere  leue  if  in  no  wise 

Now  wold  god  my  wittes  my^f  suilise 

To  tellen  al  ])af  longen  to  paf  arf 

Buf  na])eles  jif  wil  I  telle  30we  parf  717 

Sifews  faf  my  lorde  is  goon  I  wil  nof  spare 

Such  ])inge  as  I  knowe  I  wil  declare 

%  Thus  ande^  ])e  prologa  of  ]>6  chanons  ^eman 
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[M  tattoo,  ftoeir]    &  here  bygynna}*  p*  tala 
[THE  PREAMBLE.] 

Witfe  fis  chanon  [I]  dwelt*  haue  seuene  ^ere    If  The 
And  of  his  science  am  I  neuer  fe  nere       ^®  •/ 
Al  })atf  I  had  I  haue  ylost*  ^erhy 
And  god  woo  so  han  many  moo  })an  I 
Ther  I  was  wonte  to  be  ri^f  fressh  mid  gay 
Of  clo})inge  and  of  good  aray  725 

Kow  may  I  were  an  hose  vpon  myne  heued 
And  where  my  colouie  was  boj)  fresh  and  rede 
Now  is  it*  wan  and  of  a  lewde  hwe 

Who  so  it*  vsef  sore  shal  he  rwe  729 

And  of  my  swynk  jit*  blered  is  myn  ye 
Loo  suclie  auauntage  it*  is  to  multiplie 
That*  sclydinge  science  ha])  me  made  so  bale 
That*  I  haue  no  good  wher  so  euer  y  fare  733 

And  jit*  am  I  endetted  so  })erby 
Of  golde  fat*  I  haue  borowed  trewly 
That*  whil  I  lyre  I  shal  it*  quite  neuere 
Lat*  euery  man  be  ware  by  me  for  euere  737 

What*  manei'  man  ])at*  caste])  hym  ^erto  DMf  aoi] 

K  he  contynue  I  holde  his  thrift*  ydo 
ffor  so  helpe  me  god  ferby  shal  he  nat*  wynne 
But*  empty  his  purs  and  make  his  wyttes  finne  741 

And  whan  he  thorgh  his  madnesse  and  folye 
Ha])  lost*  his  owne  good  forgh  lopa^-dye 
])an  he  excite])  o])er  men  ])erto 

To  lese  her  good  as  hym  self  ha])  doo  /  745 

ffor  to  shrewes  loies  it*  is  an  ese 
To  haue  her  felawcs  in  peyn  and  dissese 
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llias  was  I  ones  lemed  of  a  clerk* 

Of  faif  no  chaige  I  wil  speke  of  otu'  werk*  749 

Whan  we  bene  fere  as  we  shol  exercise 

Onre  elues^  ciaff  we  seme  wondei'  wise 

Our  teermes  bene  so  cleigial  and  so  qneynte 

I  blowe  fe  fyre  til  faf  myn  herf  feynte  753 

Wbaf  shuld  I  telle  eche  propoicioA 

Of  ]>ingges  whicb  ]Mtt  we  worchen  vpon 

As  on  .V.  or  .yj.  vnces  may  wel  be 

Of  Siluere  or  of  som  oJ>er  quantite  757 

And  bisy  me  to  telle  ^ou  Jye  names 

Of  Oipymenf .  brenf  bonys  yren .  squames 

Thatt  into  powdere  grounden  bene  ful  smaSi 

And  in  an  erthen  pof  howe  psAf  pitte  is  aUe  ^761 

And  salf  ypitte  In .  and  also  paupere 

Byfoie  ])ise  powdres  ])af  I  speke  of  here 

And  wel  ykeuered  wij)  a  laumpe  of  glas 

And  of  moche  o^r  ^inge  what*  per  was  765 

And  of  the  potte  and  glas  englutynge 

That*  of  fe  eyre  myjf  passe  no  ]>inge 

And  of  ]>e  Esy  fire  and  smert*  also 

Which  ]>af  was  made  and  of  the  care  and  woo  769 

That*  we  had  in  our  maters  sublymynge 

And  in  amalgamynge  and  calcenynge 

Of  quik  siluere  ycleped  Mercurie  crude 

ffor  aH  oure  scleightes  we  can  not*  conclude  773 

Our  orpyment*  and  sublymed  Mercurye  ci«»f»i,bMk] 

Our  grounde  litarge.eke  on  ]>e  porphirie 

Of  eche  of  J>ise  of  ynces  a  certeyn 

Iffat*  helpej>  vs  oure  hhour  is  in  veyn  777 

Ne  eke  oure  spmtes  aasenciotm 

ITe  eke  our  maters  J>af  lyen  al  fixe  a-dovn 

Mowen  in  oure  worchinge  no  J>iDg*  vs  availe 

ffor  lost*  is  al  our  laboure  and  travaile  781 

And  att  j>e  cost*  on  twenty  deuel  weye 

Is  lost*  also  whiche  we  vpon  if  laye 
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Ther  is  also  mony  a  noiher  ^ing 

That^  is  to  our  craft*  appertenynge  785 

])oi^e  I  by  oideie  hem  here  ne  reherce  kan 

Because  J^af  I  am  a  lewde  man 

jif  wil  I  telle  hem  as  ^i  come  to  mynde 

yovL^e  I  ne  can  sette  hem  in  her  kynde  789 

As  boole  armonyak .  vmlegrees .  boras 

And  sondry  vessels  made  of  er])e  and  glas 

Onr^  vrynales  and  oui*  dyscensories 

Violles  Creseletys .  and  sublimatories  793 

Goncurbites  and  alembykes  eke 

And  o^er  suche  dore  ynowe  a  leke 

Kaf  nede])  if  to  rehersen  hem  alle 

Waters  rubyfyinge  and  holies  galle .  797 

Arsenyke  sal  armonyak  and  biymstofl 

And  herbes  coude  I  telle  eke  mony  ofl 

As  Egrymoyn  Valerian  and  lunarie 

And  ojyer  such  jif  }»at*  me  list*  tarie  801 

Our'  lampes  brennyng*  bof  nyjt*  and  day 

To  bringe  about*  our  craff  ^if  ^af  we  may 

Our  fumayes  eke  of  Calcynaciofi 

And  of  waters  albificaciofl  805 

Ynslekked  lyme .  Chalk  and  gleir^  of  an  ey 

Powders  divers .  Ashes .  dunge .  pisse .  and  cley 

Sered  pockette^ .  sal  petei^ .  and  vitnble 

And  dyuers  fires  made  of  wode  and  Cole  809 

Salt  tartre .  alcalie  and  salt*  preparate  Omt  lof] 

And  combust*  maters  and  coagulate 

Cl^  made  wi]>  horses  or  mannys  here  and  oyle 

Of  Tartere .  alem  glas  berme  wort*  &  ai^ille  813 

Eysalgere  and  o^^re  mateers  enbyking^ 

And  eke  of  oure  mateers  encorporinge 

And  of  [our]  Siluei'  citrinaciofl 

Our  sementynge  and  fermentaciofl  817 

Our  ingotes  testes  and  mony  moo  / 

I  wil  ^ou  telle  as  was  me  taujt*  also 
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fe  four  spiiites  and  fe  bodies  seueue 

By  oidre  off  as  I  herd  my  loid  hem  neuene  821 

The  first*  spirit*  quykHsiluere  deped  is 

fe  Secounde  orpymenf  fe  thrid^  ywis  pMsiyi 

8al  Aimonyak  and  pe  feip  bremstone 

fe  bodies  seuene  eke  lo  hem  here  anofi  825 

Sol  gold  ia  and  luna  si]uer  we  threpe 

Mars .  jrren  Mdrcurie  quyksilnei*  we  clex>e 

Satumus  lede .  and  lubiter  is  tynne 

And  Venus  Copei'  be  my  federe  kynne  829 

This  cursed  craff  who  so  wil  exercise 

He  shal  no  good  han  ])af  may  hym  suffise 

ffor  al  fe  good  he  spende])  )»dr-aboute 

He  lese  shal  }»erof  haue  I  no  doute  835 

Who  so  ^t*  list  to  outen  his  foly 

Laf  hym  come  for])  and  leme  forto  multiplie 

And  euery  man  ^f  ha])  oujf  in  his  cofre 

Laf  [him]  apere  and  wexe  a  philoso&e  837 

Ascaunce  ]>af  craft*  is  so  li3f  to  lere 

Nay  nay  god  wote  al  be  he  monke  or  &ere 

Preesf  chanon  or  eny  ojter  wi^f 

fou^e  he  sitte  at*  his  boke  bo})  day  and  nyjf  841 

In  lemyng*  of  })is  elvissh  nyce  lore 

Al  is  in  veyn  and  parde  moche  more 

Is  to  lere  a  lewde  man  ])is  sotille 

fiy  speke  nat*  perof  for  it*  wil  nat*  be  •  845 

Al  coude  he  lettrure  or  coude  he  none  omttttit,  iiMfc] 

As  in  effecte  he  shal  fynde  if  all  one 

ffor  bo})  twoo  be  my  saluaciofi 

Concluden  in  multiplicaciojl  849 

Hiche  wel  whan  yei  han  al  ydoo 

This  is  to  seyn  fei  failen  bo])  two 

£uf  3if  for  ])af  I  to  moche  rehersaille 

Of  waters  corosif  and  of  lymaille  853 

And  of  bodyes  mollificacioii 

And  also  of  her  indumcion 
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Oilles  ablucion  &  metal  fusible 

To  tellen  alle  wold  passen  eny  bible  857 

ya,i?  owbeie  is  wber  as  for  fe  bestf* 

Of  M  piae  names  now  wil  I  me  lest* . 

ffor  as  I  trawe  I  haue  30a  tolde  ynowe 

To  leisen  a  feende  loke  be  neuere  so  rowe  861 

A  nay  lat*  be  ]>i  pbilosopbres  stone 

Elixir  cleped  we  secben  fast*  ecbono 

ffor  bad  we  bym  fsM  were  we  siker  ynou^e 

But*  ynto  god  of  benene  I  make  avowe  865 

ffor  al  our  craff  wban  we  ban  al  ydoo 

And  al  oure  sclei^te  be  wil  nof  come  vs  too/ 

He  ba^  vs  made  spende  mocb^  good 

ffor  sorowe  of  wbicH  almosf  we  wexen  wode  869 

£uf  y&V  good  bope  crepe}»  in  oui'  bert* 

Supposinge  euere  ]K>uje  we  sore  smerf 

To  be  releued  by  bym  afterward 

Supposinge  ])af  bope  is  sbarpe  and  bardf  873 

I  wame  ym  wele  if  is  to  seken  euere 

)»af  future  temps  ba]>  made  men  disseuere 

In  trest*  ^erof  firom  alle  paif  euere  }>ei  badde 

^iP  of  )»f  arf  ^  koude  nof  wexen  sadde  877 

ffor  ynto  bem  if  is  a  bitterswete 

So  semej)  if  for  ne  bad  pei  buf  a  sbete 

Wbicb  yei  my^f  wrap  bem  in  a  ny3f 

And  a  bak<  to  walken  In  by  day  li3f  881 

Tbey  wold  bem  Sellen  and  spenden  on  ]>is  craff       PMrios] 

Tbey  can  not  stynf  til  no  ]>inge  be  laff 

And  euermore  wber  ])af  euere  ])ei  gone 

Men  may  bem  knowe  by  pe  smelle  of  bremston^  885 

ffor  al  pe  worlde  ^ei  stynken  as  a  goto 

Her  sauour  is  so  rammyssfi  and  so  bote 

^t  })ou3  a  man  fro  bem  a  myle  be 

pe  Sauoui'  wil  enfecte  bym  ttestep  me  889 

Lo  Tbus  by  smellyng*  and  be  tbrede  bare  aray 

Jif  )»af  men  lusf  pise  folk*  ]>ei  know  may 
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And  if  a  man  wil  aske  hym  prively 

Whi  ]»ei  bene  clo])ed  so  ynthiiftily  893 

Ei3f  anone  }»ei  wil  rownen  in  his  eere 

And  seie  if  fey  aspied  were 

Men  wolde  hem  slee  by  cause  of  her  science 

Loo  J>us  pise  folk*  bitraien  Innocence  897 

Passe  ouer  pia  I  go  my  tale  vnto 

£r  pan  pe  potte  be  on  pe  fuyra  ydoo 

Of  metalles  wi})  a  certeyn  quantite 

My  lorde  hem  tempre]>  and  no  man  but  he  901 

Now  he  is  goon  I  dar  saie  boldely 

ffor  as  men  seyne  he  can  do  craftely 

Algate  I  wote  wel  he  ha]>  such  a  name 

And  3it*  ful  ofte  he  rennep  in  pe  blame  905 

And  wete  ^e  how  fill  ofte  it*  happeth  soo  / 

The  potte  to-breke})  and  fare-wel  al  is  goo 

Thise  metalles  bene  of  so  grete  violence 

Our  walles  may  nof  maken  hem  resistence  909 

But*  3if  J)ei  [weren]  wroi^t*  of  lyme  and  stone 

])ei  percen  so  psV  }>orje  pe  vrsB.  )wi  gone 

And  somme  of  hym  synken  into  pe  grounde 

Thus  haue  we  losf  by  tymes  mony  a  pound  913 

And  somme  are  scatered  al  the  ilore  aboute 

Somme  lepen  into  |>e  Hoof  with-ouf  doute 

Thou^e  p&V  pe  feende  naV  in  our  si^f  hym  shewe 

IT  I  trowe  J)af  he  wij>  vs  be  p&V  sclirewe  917 

In  helle  wher  pAi?  he  is  lord  and  aire  ciflflffos^iMek] 

Ne  is  pet  no  more  woo  angere  ne  Ire 

Whan  ^f  oure  pof  is  broke  as  I  haue  saide 

Euery  man  chitte  and  halt*  hym  euel  paide  921 

Som  saide  if  was  longe  on  pe  fire  makinge 

Som  saide  nay  if  was  on  pe  blowynge 

Than  was  I  aferde  for  ]>at  was  myti  office 

Strawe  quod  pe  ]>red  36  bene  lewde  and  nyce  925 

If  was  naf  tempred  as  if  ai^t  be 

Nay  quod  pe  ferj)e  stynf  and  harken  me 
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Be  cause  ouie  fire  vas  nof  made  of  beche 

Jiat*  is  pe  cause  noon  opere  so  theche .  929 

I  can  not*  telle  wheron  if  is  alonge 

But*  wel  I  woof  gref  strif  is  vs  amonge 

What  quod  my  lorde  per  nys  no  more  to  dona 

Of  ])ise  periles  I  wii  be  ware  eff  sone  933 

I  am  rijf  sykei'  ])af  pe  pof  was  craised 

Be  as  be  may  be  ^e  no  ]>inge  amasedf 

As  vsage  is  laf  swepe  pe  flore  as  swithe 

Pluk  vp  joure  herf  and  be  je  glad  and  blithe  937 

^e  Mullok*  on  an  hope  yswoped  was 

And  on  pe  fLoore  casf  a  canvas . 

And  al  this  Mullok  in  a  sif  yth[r]owe 

And  ysifted  and  yplukked  many  a  thiowe  941 

Parde  quod  oon  somwhaf  of  ouie  metaH 

5if  is  per  here  pou^Q  we  haue  naf  ati 

And  fou^o  fis  finge  myshapped  haj>  as  nowe 

AnoJ^er  tyme  If  may  be  wel  ynowe  945 

Vs  mosf  putf  our  good  in  auenture 

A  Marchaunte  parde  may  nof  ay  endure 

Tieste])  me  wel  in  his  prc/spmte 

Somtyme  his  good  is  drowned  m  pQ  see  949 

And  somtyme  commeth  if  sauf  vnto  pe  londe 

Pees  quod  my  lordf  pe  nexf  tyme  I  wil  fonde 

To  brynge  our  craff  al  in  Anoper  plite 

And  buf  I  doo  sirs  laf  me  haue  pe  wit«  953 

Ther  was  defaute  in  somwhaf  wel  I  wote  [Imt  mm] 

And  o]>er  seide  pe  fire  was  onere  bote 

Buf  be  if  bote  or  cold  I  dar  saie  ^is 

pa,V  we  concluden  euer  more  amys  957 

We  faillen  of  thaf  which  J>af  we  wold  haue 

And  in  oure  madnesse  euermore  we  raue 

And  whan  we  bene  to-gidere  euerechofi 

£uery  man  seme)>  as  wise  as  Salomon  961 

Buf  al  pinge  which  ]>af  seine))  *  as  pe  golde  p  or  sMne>3 

Is  naf  golde  as  I  haue  herd  if  tolde 
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Ke  euery  appel  pskif  is  fJEiire  af  ye 

Ke  is  nof  god  wbaf  so  men  dappe  or  crie  965 

Iii)t<  so  loo  faxef  it*  amonges  tb  / 

He '  p&if  semej)  pe  wisest*  by  Jheeus  P  «**  ho] 

Is  moosf  foole  whan  if  comme^  to  fe  pieef 

An4  lie  ]»f  semej>  trewesf  is  a  ^eef  969 

Thaf  shol  je  knowe  er  J»af  I  £roin  30^  wende 

Be  ))af  I  of  my  tale  baue  made  an  ende 

[No  break  in  the  MS.] 
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[THE  TALE,] 

Ther  is  a  chanon  of  Beligiottn  If  3*  pars.  S. 

Amonges  vs  wolde  enfecte  al  a  toun  973 

Tbou^e  if  as  girete  were  as  was  Nyniue 

Eoiii« .  AHsaimdre .  Troie  &  oper  fie 

his  scleightes  and  his  infinite  falsnesse 

Ther  coujie  no  man  writen  as  I  gesse  977 

Thoi^e  J>at*  he  my^f  lyuen  a  thousand  jere 

In  al  ])is  world  of  falsenesse  nys  his  pere 

fEbr  in  his  teermes  he  wil  hjm  so  wynde 

And  speke  his  wordes  in  so  sdeje  a  kynde  981 

Whan  he  comnne  shal  wi)>  eny  wijf 

That*  he  wil  make  hym  dote  anofl  rijt* 

But'  it*  pQ  feende  be  as  hym  seluen  is 

ffol  mony  a  man  h&f  he  bygyled  er  ^is  985 

And  wil  if  ^af  he  may  lif  a  while 

And  ^it*  men  riden  and  goon  fill  mony  a  myle 

Hym  forto  seke  and  haue  of  arqueyntaunce 

Nat*  knowing*  of  his  fials  gouemattnce  989 

And  jif  3e  lusf  to  ^ene  me  audience  [iMkf  aoi,  iMdk] 

I  wil  it*  tellen  in  wi}>  joure  presence 

But*  wotshipful  Chanofl  Religious 

Ke  demej>  nof  I  sclaundere  jour  hous  993 

Al-pou^e  my  tale  of  a  chanon  be 

Of  euery  ordere  som  shrewe  is  parde 

And  god  forbede  Jraf  bB.  a  companye 

Shulde  rewe  a  syngule  mannys  foly  997 

To  sclaundere  30U  is  nat*  myn  entent* 

But*  to  correcten  p&if  mys  I-ment* 
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This  tale  was  not*  only  told  for  jon 

Bnf  eke  for  o])er  moo  je  wote  wel  howe 

Thaf  amonges  crtstes  apostels  twelae 

yet  ne  was  no  traitour  buf  ludas  seine 

Than  whi  sholde  ^e  remenaunte  all:  hane  blame 

Jiaf  giltlees  were  be  30U  saye  I  ^e  same 

8auf  only  })is  if  je  wil  harken  me 

If  eny  ludas  in  joure  couenf  be 

Eemeueth  hym  be  tyme  I  jou  rede 

If  shame  or  losse  may  causen  eny  drede 

And  be]>  no  ])inge  displesed  I  30a  pray 

Bat*  in  this  caas  herkne}»  whaf  I  say 

In  london  was  a  preesf  an  annuelere 

Thaf  perlsme  dwelled  had  mony  a  jere 

WhicH  was  so  plesaunf  and  so  seruisable 

Vnto  fe  wiff  where  he  was  att  table 

Thaf  she  wolde  suffre  hym  no  ]>ing*  forto  paye 

ffor  borde  ne .  clo]>inge  wenf  he  nenere  so  gay 

And  spending*  siluere  had  he  r^f  ynowe 

Therof  no  force  I  wil  procede  as  nowe 

And  telle  for^  my  tale  of  pe  chanofi 

)»af  broujf  }>is  preesf  to  confasiotl 

This  fals  chanofi  came  vpon  a  day 

Ynto  ye  preeetes  chambere  per  he  lay 

Bysechinge  hym  to  lene  hym  a  eerteyfi 

Of  golde  and  he  wolde  quy te  hym  ageyfi 

Lenej>  me  a  marke  qnod  he  buf  daies  pre 

And  af  my  day  I  wil  if  quite  pe 

And  if  80  be  J)OW  fynde  me  fals 

An  ojyer  day  honge  me  by  fe  hals 

This  presf  him  toke  a  marke  and  pai?  as  swith^ 

And  p\&  chanon  hym  Jionked  ofte  sithd 

And  toke  his  leue  and  wenf  for]>  his  way 

And  af  pe  pred  day  brou^f  his  monay 

And  to  ]>is  preesf  he  toke  his  gold  ageyfi 

Therof  pia  preesf  was  glad  and  fayfi 

PSTWOBTH  486  (6-T.  66I) 


1001 


1005 


1009 


1013 


1017 


1021 


1025 


1029 


1033 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


BIX-TBXT   562 
GROUP  O.    §  4.   OANON'a-TEOMAK's  TALE.   PetWOXtll  MS. 


Certes  quod  he  no  ])inge  anoye^  me 
To  lene  a  man  a  noble  or  twoo  or  free 
Or  what*  finge  were  in  my  possessiofl 
Whan  he  so  trewe  is  of  condicioiL 
Thaf  in  no  wise  he  breke  wil  his  day 
To  sncK  a  man  I  can  neuare  say  nay 
What*  quod  Jis  chanon  shuld  I  be  vntrewe 
If  Nay  ]>at*  were  ]>inge  fallen  al  of  nwe 
Tren^  is  a  ^ing*  ]>at*  I  wil  euer  kepe 
Ynto  pe  day  in  which  }>af  I  shal  crepe 
Into  my  graue  and  ellis  god  forbede 
Bilene];  fiB  as  siker  as  is  3oare  crede 
God  thonke  I  and  in  good  tyme  be  if  seide 
That*  per  was  neuere  man  jit*  euel  apaide 
ffor  gold  ne  siluere  ^f  he  to  me  lent* 
Ke  neuere  falshede  to  myne  herf  I  ment^ 
And  sire  quod  he  nowe  in  my  privete 
Sijyens  je  so  goodly  haue  bene  to  me 
And  ky]>ed  to  me  so  grete  gentilnesse 
Somwhat*  to  quiten  wi})  joui'  kyndenesse 
I  wil  jou  shewe  and  jif  30U  lust  to  lere 
I  shal  if  shewe  to  30U  anon  rijt  here 
How  I  can  worchen  in  philosophie 
Take})  good  hede  je  shullen  see  wel  at  ye 
Thaf  I  wil  done  a  maistrie  er  I  goo 
3e  quod  pe  preesf  je  sii'  and  wil  je  so 
MarJ9  ^erof  I  prei  jou  hertely 
Af  joure  comaundemenf  sii'  trewly 
Quod  fe  chanon  and  ellis  god  forbede 
Loo  hpwe  piB  ^f  kou]>e  his  saruise  bede 
fful  so^  if  is  ))af  such  propferd  seruiae 
Stynke])  as  witnessen  J>ise  olde  wise 
And  ^af  ful  sone  I  wil  if  verefie 
In  pia  chandn  is  rote  of  al  trecherye 
Thaf  euere  more  delite  hsip  and  gladnesse 
Such  feendly  poxi^iea  in  his  hert  empresse 
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How  ciifltes  puple  he  may  to  meschief  bringe  / 

Grod  kepe  vs  from  his  faLs  dissimulynge  1073 

What*  wisf  fis  preest  wij>  whom  J«f  he  delte 

Ke  of  his  haime  commyng*  no  ]>ing*  he  felte 

O  sely  preesf  o.  sely  Inuocenf 

Wijy  couetise  anon  ])oa  shalf  be  blent*  1077 

O  gracelees  ful  blynde  is  fi  conseite 

No  fing*  art*  f ow  war  of  J»e  deceite 

Which  ])at*  pis  fox  shapen  ha]>  to  \>e 

His  wily  wrenches  you  maist  not*  flee  1081 

Wherfoie  to  goo  to  fe  conclosiofl 

)»af  ieferre]>  to  ye  confusiotl 

Ynhappy  man  anon  I  wil  me  hye 

To  tellen  pine  vnwitte  and  pi  foly  1085 

And  eke  pe  falsenesse  of  pat*  oper  wrecche 

As  ferforp  as  my  conyng*  wil  strecche 

pis  chanofl  was  my  loide  30  wolde  wene 

Sii^  Oosf  in  feip  and  by  pe  Heuene  quene  1089 

It  was  anoper  chanon  and  nat  he 

pat*  can  an  hundred  fold  more  sotilte 

he  hap  bytraied  folk*  mony  tyme 

Of  his  falsnesse  it*  dullep  me  to  ryme  1093 

Euere  whan  I  speke  of  his  falshede 

ffor  shame  of  him  my  chekes  wexen  rede 

Algates  pei  bygonne  forto  glowe 

ffor  redenesse  hane  I  now  ri^t  wel  I  knowe  1097 

Im  my  visage  for  fumes  dyuers  [ie«f»«] 

Of  metalles  which  je  han  herde  me  rehers 

Consumed  and  waasted  han  my  Hedenesse  / 

Take  nowe  hede  of  pi[3]  chanons  cursednesse  1101 

Sii'  quod  he  to  pe  preest*  lat*  ^our  man  gone 

ffor  quyk  siluere  pat*  we  it*  had  anon 

And  lat*  hym  brj'nge  vnces  twoo  or  pro 

And  whan  he  commep  as  fast*  shul  30  so  1 105 

A  wonder  pinge  whiche  ^e  see  nouere  er  pis 

Sii*  quod  pe  preest*  it*  shal  be  done  y  wis 
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He  bad  his  seroaunte  fecchen  him  ]>is  J^ixige 

And  he  al  redj  was  &.i?  his  biddynge  1 109 

And  went*  hjm  fotp  and  come  anofl  ageyfl 

wi]>  p\B  qnyk  siluere  shortely  forto  seyfi 

And  toke  J^ise  vnces  Jire  to  ]ye  chanoun 

And  he  if  laide  faire  and  wel  adoun  11 13 

And  bad  pe  seruaunte  colys  forto  biynge 

peAf  he  anoon  my^f  goo  to  his  worchis 

The  Colis  ri^t*  anoon  weren  sette 

And  ])is  Chanon  toke  out*  a  cioslette  1117 

Of  his  bosom  and  shewed  if  fe  pieesf 

This  instnimenf  quod  he  which  ]>af  pou  seesf 

Take  in  ]>ine  hond  and  pitt  J^iself  ferhme 

Of  ]>is  quyk  siluer  an  vnce  an  heie  bygynne  1121 

In  ]>e  name  of  ciisf  to  wex  &  philosophie 

per  bene  M  fewe  whiche  ])af  I  wold  piofre 

To  shewen  hem  ^us  mochel  of  my  science 

ffor  }e  shullen  see  here  by  expmence  1125 

Thaf  pis  quik  ailuei^  I  wil  mortefie 

Ri^f  in  jouie  si3f  anoon  wi}>-ouf  lye 

And  made  if  as  good  siluei^  and  as  fyne 

As  ]»er  is  eny  in  jooie  puis  er  myne  1129 

Or  ellis  where  and  make  if  malliable 

And  ellis  holds  me  fals  and  ynable 

Amonges  folke  euer  to  apeie 

I  hane  a  powder^  here  ^af  cosf  me  dere  1 133 

Shal  make  al  good  for  if  is  caase  of  aH  v»^wm,  \mA} 

My  konynge  which  ^af  I  ^ou  shewe  shaH 

Yoide])  ^our  man  and  laf  hym  be  ]>er  oaf 

And  schitte  Jye  door  ]>e  whiles  we  bene  abonte  1137 

Our  privete  ^f  no  man  vs  espie 

Whiles  we  worchen  in  fia  philosophie 

Al  as  he  bad  fulfilled  was  in'dede 

This  ilkfi  s^matmte  anoon  ri^f  ouf  3ede  1 141 

And  his  maisterc  shitie  fe  dore  anone 

And  to  her  laboure  spedely  ^ei  gon^ 
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This  pieesti'  at*  ]>is  cuised  dianoiis  biddynge 

Yppon  ]>e  fiiie  anon  sette  })i8  ]>inge  1145 

And  blewe  f  e  fire  and  busied  hym  ful  fast* 

And  this  chanon  into  ^is  croslette  cast* 

A  powdere  I  note  wherof  it*  was 

I-made  eipei  of  chalk*  or  ellis  of  glasse  1 149 

Or  somwhaf  ellis  was  not*  worJ>  a  flie 

To  blynde  wij>  fis  preesf  and  bad  hym  hie 

Thise  coles  forto  cowchen  al  aboue 

The  crossclette  f  for  in  token  ]>at*  I  ]>e  loue  '  1153 

Quod  ])is  Chanon  piae  hondes  twoo 

Shal  worche  al  ]>ing*  whicti  as  shal  be  doo 

Graunf  mercy  quod  fe  preest*  and  was  ful  glad 

And  cowched  coles  as  ]>e  chanofi  bad  1157 

And  ]>e  whilys  he  bisy  was  ]>is  feendly  wreche 

This  fals  chanon  pe  foule  fende  hym  fecche 

Out*  of  his  bosom  toke  a  bechen  cole 

In  which  ful  sotiUy  was  made  an  hole  1161 

And  ))er-in  pitte  was  of  siluere  lymaille 

An  vnce  and  stopped  was  Avi))-out*  faille 

This  hoole  wij>  wex  to  kepe  J>e  lymaille  Inne 

And  Tnderstonde))  ])af  ]>is  fals  gynne  1165 

was  not*  made  ]>ere  but*  it*  was  made  bifore 

And  o]>er  ]>ingges  I  shal  telle  more 

Here-afterward  which  fat*  he  wif  hym  broujf 

Ere  he  come  fere  to  begile  hym  he  foujf  1169 

And  so  did  er  J>ei  went*  atwynne  cieaf  w] 

Til  he  had  twrned  hym  cou}>e  he  naf  blyiine 

It*  dullej>  me  whan  p&\f  1  of  hym  speke 

On  his  falshede  fayn  wolde  I  be  a-wreke  1173 

If  I  wist*  howe  but*  he  is  here  and  there 

He  is  so  variaunt*  he  bitte  no  where 

But*  take]>  hede  nowe  sirs  for  goddys  loue 

He  toke  his  cole  of  whiche  I  speke  aboue  1177 

And  in  his  honde  he  bare  it*  prively 

And  whiles  fe  preest*  couched  bisyly 
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J)e  coles  as  I  tolde  30U  er  fis 

J)is  Chanon  seide  frende  36  done  a-mys  1181 

fis  is  not*  couched  as  it*  ou^t  be 

But*  sone  I  shal  amende  if  quod  he 

l^ow  lat*  me  medle  perwip  but*  a  while 

ffor  of  30U  haue  I  pite  be  seinf  gyle  1185 

Je  bene  rijf  hoote  I  se  wel  howe  30  swete 

Haue  here  a  clofe  and  wipe  away  fe  wete 

And  whilys  fe  preesf  his  wy  haas 

p\a  chanon  toke  his  cole  I  shrewe  his  has  1189 

And  laide  if  ypon  abouen  pQ  mydwan} 

Of  Jje  Crosselette  and  blewe  wel  afterwardl 

Til  ))af  ^e  Coles  gonne  fasf  brenne 

l^owe  3eue  vs  drynk"  quod  fe  chanofl  pen  •  1193 

As  swith .  al  shal  be  wel  I  vndertake 

Sitte  we  a-doun)  and  laf  vs  mery  make 

And  whan  pe  chanons  bechen  cole 

Was  brentte  al  ]>e  lymaille  ouf  of  pe  hole  1197 

Into  pe  Crosselette  ano&  fille  adot^n 

And  so  if  mosf  nedes  by  resoi/n 

Sijj  if  so  euen  aboue  couched  was 

Buf  ])erof  wisf  no  ])ing*  pe  preste  alias  1201 

He  demed  al  pe  coles  liche  good 

ffor  of  pe  scle^f  no  ]7inge  he  vnderstood 

And  whan  this  Alkamystere  segh  his  tyme 

Eise]>  yp  sire  preesf  and  stondeth  by  me .    .  1205 

And  for  I  wote  wele  Ingof  haue  3e  none  ear  207,  i»ck] 

Go])  walke])  iarp  and  bringe])  a  chalk  stone 

ffor  I  wil  make  if  of  J?e  same  shap 

Thaf  is  an  Ingof  jif  I  may  haue  happo  1209 

And  bringe  wi]?  30U  a  boUe  or  a  panne 

ffiil  of  water  and  30  shul  see  ]>an 

Howe  ]>af  ouie  bysynesse  shal  happo  and  proue 

And  3if  for  30  shul  haue  no  mysbileue  1213 

Ne  wronge  conceite  of  me  in  30ure  absence 

I  wil  nof  bene  ouf  of  30ure  presence 
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But*  go  wi})  30U  and  come  wi})  jou  agayn 

^e  Chambere  door  sliortely  to  sayn  1217 

They  opned  and  shette  aftd  went"  for})  her  way 

And  for])  wi])  hem  pei  karied  fe  kay 

And  comme  ageyn  wi])-out*  eny  delay 

What*  shuld  I  tary  al  ]>e  longe  day  1221 

He  toko  fe  chalk*  and  shope  it*  in  Jre  wise 

Of  an  Ingot*  as  I  shal  30a  deuyse 

I  sale  he  toke  out*  of  his  owne  scleue 

A  teyne  of  siluere  euel  mote  he  cheue  1225 

Whiche  Jat*  was  but*  an  vnce  of  weijf 

And  take])  hede  nowe  of  f\a  cuised  8clei3t* 

He  shope  his  Ingot*  in  length  and  in  biede 

Of  pe  teyne  wi))-out*  eny  diede  1229 

So  sdy^ly  ])at*  ])e  preesf  i\f  not*  aspied 

And  in  his  scleue  agayn  he  gan  it*  hide 

And  from  pe  fire  toke  vp  his  mateie 

And  into  ^0  Ingot*  if  pitt  with  mery  chexe  1233 

And  into  ))e  water  vessel  he  it*  cast* 

whan  ])at*  him  list*  and  bad  pe  preest*  as  fieist* 

Loke  what*  pei  is  pitte  in  ])ine  honde  and  grope 

Thow  shalf  fynde  ])ere  sUuer  as  I  hope  1237 

What*  deuel  of  helle  shuld  it*  ellis  be 

Shayynge  of  siluere .  siluere  is  parde 

He  pitte  In  his  honde  and  toke  vp  a  teynd 

Of  Syluere  fyne  and  glad  in  euery  veyne  1241 

was  ])is  preest*  whan  he  segh  ])at*  it*  was  so  [leaf  sob] 

Goddys  blessing*  and  his  moders  also 

And  alle  halowes  haue  30  sii'  chanon 

Saide  ^e  preest*  and  I  her  malyson  1245 

But*  and  30  vouche-sauf  to  teche  me 

This  noble  craft*  and  pia  sotilte 

I  wil  be  30Mr  in  all  ])af  euere  I  may 

Quod  ^e  Chanofl  3it*  wil  I  make  assay  1249 

The  secounde  tyme  fat*  30  mow  take  hede 

jLnd  bene  expert*  of  p\s  and  in  i^our  nede 

PETWOUTH   442   (O-T.  567) 


Digitized  by  VjOO^IC 


8IX-TKXT   663 

GROUF  0.  §  4.  oanok's-teoman's  talk  Petworth  MS. 


Anoper  day  [aasaie]  in  myne  absence 
This  discipljne  and  pia  crafty  science 
If  Lat<  take  taioper  vnce  quod  he  poo 
Of  quik  siluei*  wi})-out*  wordes  moo  / 
And  doo  perwip  as  ^e  han  done  er  pia 
With  })at*  ofer  which  p&V  now  siluei*  is 
This  preesl^  hym  busie]?  in  al  ^at*  he  can 
To  done  as  pia  chanon  ]7i3  cursed  man 
Comaunde])  hym  and  fast*  blowe]?  p"  fuyre 
fforto  come  to  ^e  efFecte  of  his  desire 
And  pia  chanon  ri^f  in  pe  mene  while 
Al  redy  was  pia  preest*  eff  to  begile 
And  for  a  countenaunce  in  his  hand  bare 
An  holowe  stik*  take  hede  and  be  ware 
In  pe  eende  of  which  an  vnce  and  no  more 
Of  syluere  lymaUle  puf  was  al  bifore 
was  in  his  cole  and  stopped  with  wex  wel 
fforto  kepe  in  his  lymaille  eueiy  dett 
And  whilis  ])is  preest*  was  in  his  bysynesse 
This  Chanon  vnp  his  stik  gan  hym  dresse 
To  hym  anon  and  his  powdere  cast*  Inne 
As  he  did  eer  pe  deuel  out*  of  his  skynne 
Hym  tume  I  prey  to  god  for  his  falshede 
ffor  he  was  euer  fals  in  o|)e  and  dede 
And  wi]>  his  stik*  aboue  pe  ciosselette 
Thaf  was  ordeyned  wi]>  ]>af  fals  gette. 
He  ethep  pe  coles  til  relente  g^ 
The  wex  a-gayn  pe  fuyr  as  euery  man 
Buf  if  a  fool  be  wote  wele  &  mote  nedo 
And  alle  ]>af  in  pe  hole  was .  ouf  ^ede 
And  into  pe  crosselette  hastely  if  felle 
The  preesf  supposed  no  fing*  buf  wel 
Buf  bisied  him  fasf  and  was  wondei'  fay& 
Supposing*  noujf  buf  troupe  Bop  to  sayn 
He  was  so  glad  I  can  nof  expresse 
In  no  manere  his  myith  and  his  gladnesse 
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And  to  ]>e  Cbandn  he  profred  eft*  sone 

Body  and  good  je  quod  fe  chanon  sone  1289 

pou^e  poor  I  be  crafty  ])0W  shalf  me  fynde 

I  wame  fe  pif  is  per  more  behinde 

Is  Jiere  eny  copoure  here  In  saide  he 

3e  sii*  quod  fe  preest  I  trowe  per  be  1293 

Ellis  goo  by  some  and  pa,\f  as  swithe 

Kow  sii*  go  for})  Ji  way  and  hithe . 

And  wenf  his  way  and  with  ])is  coper  he  cam 

And  pia  chanon  it  in  his  honde  it*  nam .  1297 

And  of*  ^at*  copere  weyed  ouf  but*  an  vnce 

Al  to  symple  is  my  tunge  to  pronuTzce 

His  monstr6  as  his  witte  pe  doublenesse 

Of  ])is  Chanon  roote  of  cursednesse  1301 

He  semed  frendely  to  hem  paV  knewe  hym  noujt* 

Bot*  he  was  feendly  bo])  in  werk  and  pon^if 

If  werie])  me  to  telle  of  his  falsenesse 

And  nathelees  ^if  wil  I  if  expresse  1305 

To  f af  entenf  men  may  be  ware  perhj 

And  for  noon  opere  cause  trewly 

He  putt  pla  vnce  of  copers  into  pe  crosselctto 

And  on  the  fuyre  as  switha  he  ha])  if  sette  1309 

And  kesf  In  powdere  and  made  |)*  preesf  to  blowe 

And  in  his  worching*  for  to  stoupe  lowe 

As  he  did  ersf  and  al  nys  buf  a  lape 

Eijf  as  him  lisf  ])e  preesf  he  made  his  Ape  1313 

And  afterward!  into  the  Ingof  he  if  casf  pMf  m] 

And  in  pe  panne  pitf  if  atte  lasf 

Of  watere  and  in  he  pitte  his  owne  honde 

And  in  his  scleue  as  ^e  to-fomhonde  1317 

Herd  me  telle  he  had  a  siluei'  teyne 

He  sdily  toke  if  ouf  ])is  cursed  heyne 

Ynwetinge  pia  preesf  of  his  fals  craff 

And  in  pe  pannes  botme  he  haj)  if  laff .  1321 

And  in  pe  watere  romblej)  too  and  froo  / 

And  wondere  prively  toke  if  vp  also 
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Je  Copere  teyne  nat*  knowing*  Jjis  pieest* 

And  hid  if  and  hente  hjm  by  pe  breesf 

And  to  hym  spake  and  ]>us  seide  in  his  game  ./ 

Stowpe])  a-downe  by  god  je  be  to  blame . 

Helpe])  me  nowe  as  I  did  30we  whilere 

Putte  Inne  joure  honde  and  loke])  what*  is  ]>ere 

This  preesf  toke  vp  pia  siluere  teyne  anone 

And  ^an  seide  ]>e  chanon  lat*  ys  gone 

WiJ  Jise  })re  teynes  whiche  Jaf  we  han  wrou^t* 

To  soTnme  goldsmyth  and  wit*  jif  if  be  ou3f 

ffor  be  my  feife  I  nolde  for  myne  hode 

Buf  if  pei  were  siluere  fyne  and  goode 

And  J>af  as  swipe  proued  shal  if  be 

Vnto  J>e  goldsmythe  ynp  Jise  teynes  pre 

wenf  ]>ei  and  pitte  ^ise  teynes  in  assay 

To  fyre  and  hamere  myjf  no  man  say  nay 

Buf  J>ei  were  as  hem  ou^te  to  be 

This  sotted  preesf  who  was  glad  buf  he 

Was  neuere  bridde  gladdere  a3einsf  pQ  day 

Ne  nyjtyngale  in  ]>e  sesofi  of  may . 

was  neuere  noon  p&V  lisf  better  to  synge 

Ne  lady  lustyer  in  Carolynge . 

And  forto  speke  of  loue  and  wommanhede 

Ne  knyghf  in  armes  done  an  hardy  dede 

To  stonden  in  grace  of  his  lady  dere . 

Than  had  ]>is  preesf  ^is  craff  to  lere . 

And  to  pe  chanon  J>us  he  speke  and  saide 

ffor  f e  loue  of  god  faf  for  vs  deyde  ./ 

And  as  I  may  deserue  if  vnto  yowe 

Whaf  shal  J>is  Eeceyte  coef  telle]?  nowe 

By  oure  lady  quod  pia  chanon  if  is  dere  / 

I  wame  jou .  for  saaf  I  and  a  &ere 

In  Engelonde  ))er  can  no  man  if  make 

No  fors  quod  he  nowe  sii*  for  goddys  sake  / 

Whaf  shal  I  paye  telle  me  I  pe  pray 

Iwis  quod  [he]  if  is  fol  dere  I  saie  / 
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Bb?  af  oon  woord  if  ]>at*  J>e  lest*  it*  haue 

3e  sliul  paye  xL  ti.  so  god  me  saue .  13G1 

And  ne  were  ^e  frendship  ]>at*  je  did  er  fia 

To  me  /  je  shuld  paie  more  ywis  ./ 

This  preest*  Jre  some  of  fourty  pounde  anoii 

Of  nobles  fette  and  toke  hem  euerechofi  1365 

To  ]>is  Chanofi  for  ^is  ilk  leceite 

AH  his  woTchinge  was  stiawe  and  deceite 

Sii'  preest*  he  saide  I  kepe  forio  haue  no  loos 

Of  my  craft*  for  I  wold  it*  were  kept*  cloos  1369 

And  as  je  loue  me  kepej>  if  secre 

ffor  and  men  knewe  al  my  sotilte 

By  god  men  wolde  haue  so  grete  envie 

To  me  by  cause  of  my  philosophic  1373 

I  Shuld  be  dede  ^er  nys  noon  o^er  waye 

God  it*  for-bede  quod  J>e  preest*  what*  say  je . 

3it*  had  I  leuere  spenden  al  |>e  good 

"Whicfi  fat*  I  haue  and  ellys  wexe  I  wood  /  1377 

Than  fat*  ^e  shuld  fallen  in  sucfil  meschief* 

ffor  joure  good  wille  sir'  haue  ^e  rijt*  good  precf 

Quod  fe  Chanon .  and  sii' .  ofb*  gnunt  mercy 

He  went*  his  way  fat*  neuere  fe  preest*  hjm  sie  1381 

Aftere  fat*  day  and  whan  f is  preest*  shulde 

Maken  assay  at*  suche  tyme  as  he  wolde 

Of  f  is  Eeceite .  &re  wel  it*  wold  naf  be 

Loo  f  us  byiaped  and  begiled  was  he  1385 

Thus  makef  he  his  Introduccion 

To  bringe  folk  to  her  destruction 

Consideref  surs  howe  fat*  in  eche  astaat* 

Bytwiz  men  and  gold  fer  is  debaat**  1389 

So  fer  forf  fat*  ynnef es  fer  is  oon  [ymt  cio] 

This  multiplyinge  so  blendef  mony  6n 

That*  in  good  faif  I  trowe  fat*  it*  be 

The  cause  grettest*  of  fe  grete  scarcete  1 393 

Thise  philosophres  speken  so  mystely 

In  f is  crafb*  fat*  men  can  not*  come  f erby 
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ffor  eny  witte  |«f  men  han  now  adayes . 

)>ei  may  wel  Chiteie  and  iangle  as  dotl  ^ise  laiea 

And  in  her  teemes  sette  lust*  and  peyne 

But*  to  her  purpoos  shul  fei  neuere  atteyne 

A  man  may  lijtly  leme  jif  he  haue  ou^te 

To  multiplie  and  bringe  his  good  to  nou3te 

Loo  suche  a  lucre  is  in  ])i8  lusty  game . 

A  mannes  merj>e  wil  it*  tume  al  to  grame 

And  empty  also  grete  and  heuy  purses . 

And  make  folk  to  purchasen  curses 

Of  hem  ])at*  han  ])erto  her  good  ylenf 

O.  fy  for  shame  pei  ]>af  han  be  brent* 

Alias  can  fei  nat<  flee  ^e  fixes  hete 

3e  yeAf  if  losen  I  rede  30  if  lete 

lesf  36  lesen  sA .  for  bette  pan  neuere  is  late 

Keuere  to  ^rive  were  to  longe  a  date 

Thou3e  3e  proUe  ay  3e  shul  if  neuei*  fynde 

3e  bene  as  bolde  as  is  bayard  ]>e  blynde 

Thaf  blundre])  for^  and  perile  caste))  noil 

He  was  bolde  to  renne  a3einst  a  stoil 

As  forto  goo  be  sides  in  pe  way 

IT  Soo  faren  3e  ]>af  multiplien  I  .say 

3if  ^af  oure  eyen  can  naf  seen  ari3f 

Loke]>  ^af  30ure  mynde  lak*  naf  his  si3f 

ffor  ]>ou3e  30  loke  neuere  so  brode  and  stare 

je  shul  naf  wynne  a  myte  in  ]7af  chafiare 

Buf  waasten  sA  ])af  3e  may  rappe  and  renne 

"WijKirawe  J>e  fuyre  lesf  if  so  fesf  brenne 

Medleth  no  more  ynp  ]>af  arf  I  mene . 

ffor  3if  3e  doon  30ure  ]>riff  is  goon  f ul  clene 

And  x^f  as  swi]>e  I  wil  30U  telle  here 

Whaf  ))af  ^e  philosophres  seyn  in  ]>is  matere 

Loo  fua  sei])  alnold  of  fe  newe  toune 

As  his  rosarie  make]>  mencio«n 

He  sei^  ri3f  )ms  wi}K)ute  eny  lie 

Ther  may  no  man  mercury  mortefie 
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Buf  jif  if  be  wijj  his  bro)>eTS  knowlecchinge 

Howe  ])af  he  whicH  ])af  ferst*  seide  fia  Jiinge  1433 

Of  philosophies  fiEuler  was  hennes 

He  seij>  how  J>at*  ]>e  dragon  doutelees  / 

Ne  dyef  naf  but*  ^if  he  be  sclajtL 

Wijy  his  bro]>er  and  J»at*  is  forto  sayne  1437 

By  f  e  dragon  meicnrye  and  nooa  oJ>er 

He  vnderatood  ^af  bremstone  were  his  hioper 

faif  ouf  of  sol  and  luna  were  ydrawe 

And  ]>erfore  saide  he  take  hede  to  my  sawe  1441 

Laf  no  man  bisie  him  fia  arte  forto  seche . 

Buf  he  ]>af  pe  entencion  and  speche 

Of  philosophres  vnderstonde  can 

And  if  he  doo  he  is  a  lewde  man  *  1445 

ffor  |>is  science  and  fis  conyng<  quod  he 

Is  of  pe  secree  of  secrees  parde 

Also  ]>er  was  a  disciple  of  plato 

f&if  on  a  tyme  saide  his  maistei'  too .  1449 

As  his  boke  somere  wil  here  witnesse 

And  pla  was  his  demannde  en  so])fastnesse 

Tel  me  ^e  name  of  a  prme  stoon 

And  plato  answered  vnto  hym  ano5n  1453 

Take  pe  stoon  ]>at*  Titanos  men  name 

Which  is  ^af  quod  he  magnasia  is  ]>e  same 

His  disciple  seide  ^e  sire  and  is  if  ^us 

fis  is  ignotum  per  ignocius  1457 

Whaf  is  magnasia  good  sira  I  pray 

If  is  a  watere  ]>af  is  made  I  saye 

Of  elementes  foure  quod  Plato . 

Telle  me  fe  roche  good  sire  quod  he  ^oo .  1461 

Of  })af  watere  if  if  be  joure  wille 

Nay  nay  quod  Plato  certeyn  })af  I  nytt 

The  philosophres  were  sworn  echofi 

Jyaf  pei  shulde  diskeuere  if  to  no  mofi  1465 

Ne  in  no  booke  if  write  in  no  manere  peaf  jii] 

ITor  vnto  crisf  if  is  so  leef  and  dere . 
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]>af  lie  wU  nat*  ^at*  if  diskeuered  be 

But*  where  if  likej>  to  his  deite  1469 

Man  to  enspiie  and  eke  forto  defende 

Whan  ])af  him  likej>  loo  ^is  is  ]>e  ende 

Than  conclude  I  ^us  sij^ens  ])af  god  of  heuene 

Ne  wil  nof  faf  pe  plulisophres  neuene  1473 

How  ]>af  a  man  shal  come  vnto  ^lb  stone 

I  lede  as  for  the  besf  laf  it  gone 

ffor  who  so  make])  god  his  aduersarye 

As  forto  worche  eny  ]>inge  iri  contrarie  1477 

Vnto  his  wille  certes  neuere  shal  he  thryve 

])0U3e  ])af  he  multiplie  teerme  of  his  lyue 

And  ]>er  a  poynf  for  eended  is  .my  tale . 

God  seende  euery  trewe  man  boote  of  his  bale  /  1481 

^  Thus  6nde|>  >6  chanons  jeman  his  tale 
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And  here  bigynneb  b«  prologs  of  b«  doctou r  of  Phisike 

[oiling  211] 

Whan  ^at*  ]>is  ^eman  his  tale  ended  hadde  IT  The  prolog. 
Of  ]>is  fals  Chanon  which  ])at*  was  so  badde 
Our  hoosf  gan  say  trewly  &  in  certayn) 
Jis  preesf  was  begiled  sofly  forte  sayfi  4 

He  wenynge  forte  be  a  philosophre 
Til  he  lift*  lijf  noujf  in  his  Cophre 
And  so^ly  pis  preesf  had  a  li])er  lape 
This  cursed  chanon  put*  in  his  hede  an  ape  8 

Buf  al  ])is  passe  I  euer  as  nowe 
8ii*  dectoMr  of  phisik  I  prey  jou 
Telle  YS  a  tale  of  some  honesf  matere 
It*  shal  be  done  3if  ]>af  je  wil  it  here  12 

Saide  ]>is  doctoz^r  and  his  tale  bygan  anofl 
Now  good  men  quod  he  harkenej)  euerechon 

IT  Thus  endej?  ^e  prologs  of  ^e  doctai^r  of  phisik 
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And  here  bygynne^  fe  tale . 


Tber  was  as  telle^  vs  tytiis  lyneus 
A  knyghf  fat*  cleped  was  virgineus 
ffulfiUed  of  honomes  and  worj^inesse 
And  stionge  of  frendes  and  of  ricliesse 
A  doujtei'  he  had  be  his  wiff* 
And  neuere  had  hee  moo  in  al  his  lif* 
ffaire  was  f  is  maide  in  excellent*  bewte 
Abouen  euery  wi3t*  fat*  man  may  see 
ffor  nature  haf  wij>  souereyn  [diligence] 
fformed  hii'  in  so  greto  excellence 
As  }K)U}e  she  wold  say  loo  I  nature . 
Thus  can  I  forme  and  peynte  a  creature 
Whan  fat  me  list*  who  can  me  countrefete 
Pigmalyon  noght*  fouje  he  alway  forge  and  bete 
Or  graue  or  peynt*  for  I  dar  wel  sayn 
ApoUus  Zephirus  shulde  worche  in  veyn 
Te  graue .  peynte .  or  forge  or  bete 
If  fei  presumed  me  to  countrefete 
ffor  he  fat*  is  fe  fourmer  principal 
Haf  e  made  me  his  vikere  general 
To  forme  and  peint*  eche  erf  ely  creature 
Ei3t*  as  me  list*  for  al  f  inge  is  my  cure . 
Vnder  f e  mone  fat*  may  wayne  and  waxe 
And  for  my  werk*  *  no  f  inge  wil  I  axe 

PETWOETH   451  (6-T.  808) 


[on  le<tf  ill] 


IT  The  tale./ 


4 


12 


16 


20 


24 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


SIX-TEXT   304 

GROUP  C.   §  1.  doctor's  tale.  Fetwortii  MS. 

My  lorde  and  I  bene  fully  atte  acorde 

I  made  hii*  to  fe  worship  of  my  lorde 

So  doo  I  alle  myne  ojjor  creatures 

Of  what*  coloure  pQi  be  or  what*  figwres  28 

Thus  semef  me  faf  nature  wolde  say 

This  maide  was  of  age  .xij.  3ere  and  tway 

In  whiche  ]7af  nature  ha]>  such  dclite 

ffor  ri3f  as  she  can  peynf  as  lily  white  32 

And  roody  as  roose  rijf  wijj  such  peynture 

She  peynted  haj?  fis  noble  creature 

Er  she  was  bom  vpon  her  lymes  fre 

Were  also  bri3t*  as  such  coloures  my3t*  be  .  3G 

And  phebus  died  had  her  tresses  grete 

liike  to  ]7e  stremes  of  his  boomed  hete 

And  3if  Jaf  excellenf  was  her  bewte 

A  thowsand  folde  more  yertuous  was  she  40 

In  hui'  ne  lacke]>  no  condiciofi 

])at*  is  to  preise  as  by  discrecioii . 

As  wel  in  body  as  goost*  chaasf  was  she  [leaf  sisj 

ffor  which  she  flowred  in  viiginite  44 

"WiJ  al  huwilite  and  abstinence 

Wi^  alle  attemperance  and  pacience 

Wi})  mesure  eke  in  beringe  of  araye . 

Discrete  she  was  in  answering^  alwaye  48 

And  she  was  wis  as  pallas  dar  I  seyn 

Hii^  facofl  eke  ful  womanly  and  pleyfi 

Koon  counteifeted  teermes  had  shoe 

IT  To  seme  wise  but*  after  her  degree .  52 

She  spak  and  alle  her  wordes  more  and  lasse 

Sownynge  in  vertue  and  in  gentelnasse 

Shamefasf  she  was  in  maidens  shamfastnesse 

Constanf  in  herf  and  euere  in  bysynesse  56 

To  drive  hui*  out*  of  her  ecloggardrie  , 

Bachus  had  of  her  moujje  no  maistrie 

ffor  wille  and  Jjoujf  done  Venus  encrece 

As  men  in  fire  wil  castcn  oile  or  grece  CO 
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And  of  lier  owne  vertiie  vnconstreyned . 
She  ha]>e  ful  oft*  tyme  hui'  seke  feyned . 
ffor  feif  she  wolde  flee  fe  companye 
where  likly  was  to  treten  of  folye 
As  is  at*  feestys .  Eeuels .  and  daonces 
Whiche  bene  occasiofi  of  daliaunces 
Suche  ]>mgge8  maken  children  forto  be . 
To  sone  ripe  and  bolde  as  men  may  see 
Which  is  ful  perilous  and  haj>  bene  joore 
ffor  al  to  sone  may  she  leme  lore . 
Of  boldnesse  whan  she  is  a  wiff 
And  3e  Maistresses  in  ^oure  olde  liff* 
^af  lordes  doubters  ban  in  gouernaz^nce 
Ne  take])  of  my  wordes  no  displesauTice 
Thingges  ^at*  bene  sette  in  gouemyngge^ 
Of  lordys  doubters  oonly  for  two  pingges 
Oyyei  for  je  ban  kepte  joure  honeste 
Oyl^ere  ellis  30  ban  falle  in  freelte 
And  knowen  wel  ynouje  f  e  olde  daunce 
And  konne  for-sake  fully  [such]  meschaunce . 
ffor  euermoo  ])erfor  for  cristes  sake 
kepe]>  wel  J 00  })at*  je  vndertake 
A  theef  for  yenyson  faf  hath  forlaff 
His  likerousnesse  and  al  his  ]>eeues  craft* 
Can  kepe  a  forest*  best*  of  eny  man . 
Kow  kepe])  hem  wel  for  and  je  wil  je  can . 
loikep  wel  to  no  vice  ])at*  )e  assente . 
Lest*  3e  be  dampned  for  joure  euel  entente  . 
ffor  who  so  dof  a  traitoure  is  certeyn . 
And  take])  [kepe]  of  ^af  ]>at*  I  shal  seyn . 
Of  al  treson  suffreyn  pestilence . 
Is  whan  a  wi)t*  bitraie)^  innocence . 
3e  faders  and  30  moders  eke  also . 
])ou3e  3e  ban  children  be  it*  on  or  twoo . 
3oure  is  pe  charge  of  al  her  sufiraunce . 
Whiles  fei  bene  vnder  gouomattnce 
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Be  ware  faf  by  ensample  of  joui^  lyuynge 

E^ere  by  necligence  in  cbaastisinge 

faif  fei  ne  perisshe  for  I  dar  wel  saye 

Jif  faf  36  done  ^e  shul  fal  sore  abaye  100 

yndere  a  eheparde .  soft*  and  negligent* 

^e  wolf  ha^  mony  a  shepe  and  lomb  to-ient* 

Sufi&se]>  oon  ensample  nowe  as  here 

ffor  I  mot/  tume  i^ein  to  my  matere  104 

IT  This  maide  of  whid&  I  telle  my  tale  ezpiesse . 

She  kept*  her  self  her  neded  no  maistresse . 

ffor  in  her  lyuynge  maidens  my^t*  rede 

As  in  a  booke  euery  good  woord  and  dede  108 

J^at<  longe]>  to  a  nudde  vertuous 

She  was  so  prudenf  and  so  bounteuons . 

ffor  whiche  [J)e  flame]  ouf  spronge  on  euery  side . 

Both  of  her  be wte  and  of  her  bounte  wide .  112 

p&i  ])orowe  J>e  londe  fei  preised  hur6  echoik . 

pai  loued  vertue  sauf  envie  allone . 

])af  sorie  is  of  o]>er  mennys  wele 

IT  And  glad  is  of  his  sorowe  and  vnhele  116 

The  doctoure  make])  ^is  descripcioun 

Thi3  maide  wenf  on  a  day  into  ]»e  toun 

Toward  ^e  temple  wif  her  modere  dere  ii«afiis] 

As  is  of  yonge  maidens  j>e  manere  120 

Kow  was  ^r  a  Justice  in  pe  toune 

J^at*  gouernere  was  of  ])af  Eegioun 

And  80  bifelle  ^is  luge  his  eyen  cast* 

Yppon  ]7is  mayde  avisinge  hii'  ful  fast*  124 

As  she  came  for]>e  by  ]>ere  ]>e  luge  stood . 

Anon  his  hert*  chaunge])  and  his  mood . 

So  was  he  kaujt*  wi])  J>e  bewte  of  ])is  maide 

And  to  him  silf  ful  pnuely  he  saide  128 

This  maide  shal  be  myn  for  eny  man . 

Anofi  pe  feende  into  his  herf  ran 

And  tau3t«  him  sodeynly  by  what*  sclijf 

Hie  maide  to  his  pt/rpoos  wynne  he  my^f  132 
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ffor  certis  bj  no  force  ne  by  no  mede 
Him  poxL^if  he  was  not*  able  forto  spede . 
ffor  lie  was  stronge  of  freendes  and  eke  slie 
Confeermed  was  in  such  souereyn  bewte 
pa,i?  wel  he  wist*  he  my^t  her  neuere  wynne 
As  forto  make  here  wij)  hui*  body  synne 
ffor  whiche  wif  grete  deliberaciown 
He  sent*  after  a  clerk  into  pe  tonne . 
J>e  whiche  he  knewe  for  subtile  or  for  bold 
This  luge  ynto  Jjis  clerk*  his  tale  ha^  told 
In  secre  wise  and  made  him  to  assure 
He  shulde  telle  it*  to  no  creature . 
And  if  he  did  he  shulde  lese  his  hede 
whan  assented  was  ^is  cursed  rede 
Glad  was  ])e  luge  and  made  glad  chere 
And  3aue  hym  jiftes  precious  and  dere 
whan  shapen  was  aU  yia  conspiracie 
f&om  poynt*  to  poynf  how  faf  pis  lecherie 
Perfourmed  shulde  be  ful  sotclly 
And  ^e  shul  here  afterward  openly 
Home  goo])  this  clerk*  ])af  hi3t*  Claudius 
This  fals  luge  ^at*  hi^f  apius 
So  was  hia  name  for  it*  is  no  fable 
But*  knowen  for  an  historial  ])ing*  notable . 
The  sentence  of  hit*  so]>  is  out*  of  dowte 
This  fals  luge  go]>  nowe  fast*  aboute 
To  hasten  his  delif  and  Jiaf  he  may 
And  so  bifelle  sone  after  on  a  day . 
This  fals  luge  as  telle])  vs  fe  story 
As  he  was  wonned  in  his  consistorie 
And  jaf  his  doomes  vpon  sondrie  caas 
This  fals  Clerk  came  foT)»  a  wel  good  paas . 
And  saide  lord  if  ])at*  it*  be  joure  wille 
As  do))  me  ri3f  ypon  pia  pitous  bille 
In  whiche  I  pleyn  vpon  Virginius . 
And  jif  fat*  he  wol  sayn  it*  is  nat*  Jjus 
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I  wiH  proue  it  and  fynde  good  wittnesse 

))at*  8o]>e  is  ))at*  my  bille  wii  expresse 

)>6  luge  answerde  of  pis  in  lus  absence 

I  may  not*  36x16  diffinitif  sentence  172 

Laf  doon  hym  calle  and  I  witi  gladly  here 

fovL  shalt*  hane  r^t*  and  no  wionge  here 

Viiginius  came  to  witte  Je  luges  wille 

And  Ti3tri  anoon  was  lad  pis  cursed  bille  176 

IT  The  sentence  of  hif  was  as  36  shul  here 

To  30we  my  lord  sii'  Apius  so  dere 

Shewe]>  30ur  poor  seruazmte  Claudius 

How  ]wit*  a  kny3t*  called  Yirginius  180 

A3ein8t*  ]>e  lawe  a3einsf  al  equite 

Holde])  expresse  a3einsf  pe  wille  of  me . 

My  seruaunf  which  )Mif  is  J>ral  be  ri3f 

Which  from  myn  hous  was  stolen  on  a  ny3f  184 

j)e  whiles  she  was  ful  3enge  I  wil  it  preue 

By  witnesse  lord  so  p&i?  30  30U  naf  greue 

She  is  naf  his  dou3tere  what*  so  he  saye 

wherfore  my  lord  pe  luge  to  30U  I  praye  188 

3eelde  me  my  thraH  if  fat*  if  be  30^*  wille 

loo  pis  was  alle  pe  sentence  of  pe  bille 

Virginius  gan  vpon  J>e  clerk  biholde 

IT  Buf  hastely  er  he  his  tale  tolde  192 

he  wold  haue  defended  if  as  shulcl  a  kny3f 

And  by  witnesse  of  mony  a  trewe  wi3f 

Thaf  al  was  Mb  ]>af  saide  his  aduersarie  |i««f  210 

This  cursed  luge  wol<J  no  lenger  tarye  196 

Ne  here  oon  woord  more  of  Virgyneus 

Buf  3af  his  lugemenf  and  saide  ]>us . 

I  deme  anoon  pia  clerk  his  s^ruaunte  haue 

Thow  shalf  no  longer  in  ]>ine  hous  hii'  saue  200 

Goo  bringe  hii*  for))  and  puf  hur  in  our  wardo 

This  Clerk*  shal  haue  his  proB.  pus  I  awarde 

And  whan  fis  worJ>i  kny3f  Virgineus 

Thorgh  J>e  assenf  of  pe  luge  Apius  204 
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Mosf  by  force  his  dere  doujtere  ^eneii 

Vnto  the  luge  in  lecchery  to  lyuen . 

He  goo])  hym  home  and  sette  hy^n  in  his  halle 

And  lete  anoon  his  deer  dou^tei'  calle . 

And  vnp  a  face  dede  as  asshen  colde 

Ypon  her  humble  face  he  can  biholde 

WiJ>  faders  pite  stikyng*  Jorgh  his  hei'te 

Al  wold  he  naf  from  his  purpoos  conuerte 

Doughtere  quod  he  Yirginea  be  fi  name 

J)er  bene  twoo  weies .  oiper  def  oiJ>er  shame 

])at*  thow  mosf  sufifro  alias  p&if  I  was  bore 

fibr  neuer  ]>ou  deseruedesf  wherfore 

To  dyen  wij>  a  sweei-d  or  wij>  a  knyf* 

0  dere  doujter  ender  of  ray  lif 

Which  I  haue  fostred  vp  wij>  such  plesaunce 

J}af  J)ou  ne  were  ouf  of  my  remembraunce 

O  doughtere  which  ]>at*  art*  my  last*  woo . 

And  in  lif  my  last*  loie  also 

O  gemme  of  chastite  m  pacience 

Take  fou  J)i  dej>  for  f is  is  my  sentence 

ffor  loue  and  nat*  for  hate  ])0U  mosf  be  dede 

My  pitous  honde  mote  smytcn  of  })ine  hede 

Alias  p&V  euer  Apius  pe  say 

Thus  ha])  he  falsly  luged  pe  to  day 

And  tolde  hui'  al  pe  caas  as  36  bifore 

Haue  herd  it*  nedep  telle  it*  no  more 

Mercy  dere  fadere  quo^  pia  maide 

And  wit*  fat*  word  she  boJ>  hure  armes  laide . 

Aboute  his  nek  as  she  was  wonned  to  doo 

J>e  teeres  brosten  ouf  of  her  eyen  twoo 

A[n]d  saide  good  fadere  shal  I  dye 

Is  J)ere  no  grace  is  Jer  no  remedye 

iN'o  certes  dere  doujter  myn  qz/od  he . 

Than  ^eue  me  leue  fader  myn  q7/od  she . 

My  dej)  [for]  to  compleyn  a  litel  space 

ffor  parde  leffa  3aue  liis  dou3tere  grace 
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fforto  compleyn  er  lie  her  sclou^e  alas . 

And  god  if  woof  no  ])ing<  was  his  trespas 

Buf  ]>an  she  ranne  her  fader  firsf  to  see 

To  welcome  him  wi))  grete  solempnite  2ii 

And  wi])  ]>af  wok}  she  felle  a  swoun  anofi 

And  aftere  whan  her  swownyng*  was  agoil 

She  rise])  vp  and  to  her  fadere  saide 

Blessed  be  god  faf  I  shal  die  a  maide  248 

Jeue  me  my  dee]>  er  pBt  I  hane  a  shame 

Do))  wij)  jonre  childe  joui*  wille  a  goddys  name 

And  wiJ)  J>af  word  she  preie))  [him]  ful  off 

Thaf  wiJ)  his  swerde  he  shuld  smyte  her  soff  252 

And  wiJ)  f  af  woord?  in  swowne  doune  she  felle 

Hui*  fadere  wij>  ful  sorowful  herf  and  felle 

Hure  hede  of  smote  and  by  ])e  top  if  henf 

And  to  the  luge  he  jane  if  to  presenf  256 

As  he  satte  in  his  doome  in  consistorie 

And  whan  pe  luge  if  seie  as  sei))  pe  storie 

He  bad  take  him  and  honge  hy^n  also  fasf 

Buf  rijf  anoon  al  pe  puple  in  j^rasf  2G0 

To  saue  pe  knyjf  for  rewfe  and  for  pite 

ffor  knowen  was  pe  fooles  iniquite 

The  puple  anoon  had  suspects  in  p\s  finge 

By  manere  of  piB  clerkes  chalengynge  264 

J5af  if  was  by  fassenf  of  Apius . 

J3ei  wisf  wel  ))af  he  was  lecherus 

ffor  which  vnto  fis  Apius  fei  gofl 

And  casten  hjm  in  prison  rijf  anon  268 

Wher  as  he  sclough  hym  self  and  Claudius 

])af  Seruaunte  was  vnto  fis  Apius 

Was  demed  forto  honge  vpon  a  tree  iie»f  iis] 

Buf  Virginius  of  his  grete  pite  272 

Preide  for  hym  f  af  he  was  exilecf 

And  ellis  certys  he  had  be  begiled 

The  remenanf  were  honged  more  and  lesse 

f  af  consented  were  to  )>is  cursednesse  /  276 
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Here  may  men  see  howe  synne  ha]?  his  merite 

Be  ware  for  no  man  woote  how  god  wil  smyte 

In  no  degree  ne  in  whic&  manere  wise 

fe  worme  of  conscience  wil  arise .  280 

Of  wicked  lif  ])ongtL  if  so  prive  be 

]»t»  no  man  woote  of  it* .  but*  god  and  hee 

Where  he  be  lewde  man  or  lere<l 

He  note  howe  sone  he  may  be  afered .  284 

Therfore  I  rede  ^on  this  counsel  take 

fforsake])  synne  er  synne  30U  forsake 
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[|  The  prologe  of 

Our  hoost  gan  swere  as  he  were  voo<$     ]>e  Fa7'dOQere. 
Harowe  quod  he  by  nailles  and  by  blooc^  288 

This  was  a  cursed  j^eef  a  fals  lustise 
As  shameful  dee))  as  herte?  can  deuise . 
Come  to  pe  lustise  and  her  aduocas . 
Aigates  ]>is  sely  womman  is  sclayu  alas .  292 

Alias  dere  abou3t6  she  bewtee  . 
Wherfore  I  say  alday  psit  man  may  se 
That*  jiff  of  fortune  or  of  nature 

Bene  cause  of  dej>  of  mony  a  creature  296 

[Hii*  beaute  was  hir^  deth  I  dai^  weH  sayn .    [^4^J^  ^  ^^ 
Alias  so  pitottsly  as  sche  was  slayn .] 
As  bo]7  jiffces  as  I  speke  of  nowe 

Men  han  ful  off  more  harme  pSkn  prowe  300 

Buf  trewly  myne  owne  maister  dere 
This  is  a  pitous  tale  for  to  here 
Buf  na))elees  passe  ouer  is  no  fors 

I  prey  to  god  to  saue  j^i  gentile  cors  /  304 

And  pine  vrynales  and  ^i  lordans 
\)me  ypocras  and  eke  ])i  Galyans 
And  euery  box  ful  of  f  i  letwarye 

God  blesse  hem  and  our*  lady  seinf  Marye  308 

So  mote  I  the  ^ou  art  a  propre  man . 
And  like  a  prelate  by  seynf  Eunyan . 
Saue  ^af  I  can  not  speke  wel  in  terme  Deof  2i5,inck] 

Buf  wel  I  woote  J)ou  doosf  myn  herf  eerme  312 

Thaf  I  haue  almosf  kaughf  a  Cardyacle 
By  corps  boones  buf  I  haue  triacle 
Or  ellis  a  draujf  of  moisf  or  corny  ale 
Or  buf  I  here  anoon  a  mery  tale  316 
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My  berf  is  lost*  for  pite  of  fis  maide 

]>owe  belamy  lohfl  pardonere  he  saide 

Telle  Vs  some  merjje  or  lapes  rijf  anon 

he  shal  he  done  quod  he  be  seynf  Eunyofi  320 

But*  fuTst*  quod  he  here  at*  fe  next*  ale  stake 

I  wil  bo)>  drink*  and  ete  of  a  cake 

Buf  ri^f  anofi  ]>iso  gentiles  goiL  to  crye 

Nay  laf  hym  telle  vs  of  no  Rybaudrye .  324 

Telle  Ys  some  moral  ])ing*  j^af  we  may  lere 

Somme  witte  and  ))an  wil  we  gladly  here 

I  graunt*  Iwis  quod  he  buf  I  mote  fink* 

Vpon  som  honest*  ])inge  whiles  J)af  I  drink*  /  328 

IT  Thus  eniep  ])6  prologe  of  pe  pardoner. 
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And  here  bygynne])  the  tale.  [<»»  'm^us*  &««*] 

Loldingges  quod  he  in  church  whan  I  preche      IT  The 
I  peyn  me  to  haue  an  hautyn  speche  ^^^ 

I  lyng*  if  ouf  as  lounde  as  go])  a  belle 
ffor  I  can  al  by  loote  ])af  I  teUe  332 

My  teeme  is  alway  oon  and  eueie  was . 
Badix  omnium  malorum  esf  cupiditas . 
fiOist*  I  pionoz^ns  whennys  ])at  I  come 
And  ])an  my  bulles  schewe  idl  and  some  /  336 

Our  liege  loides  seel  on  my  patenf 
yeA?  shewe  I  fuisf  my  body  to  warenf 
Thaf  no  man  be  so  bolde  preesf  ne  clerk* 
Me  to  distrowbe  of  cristes  holy  werk*  340 

And  after  j^af  telle  I  for])  my  tales 
Bulles  of  popes  and  of  Cardynales . 
Of  patriarkes  and  bisshoppes  I  shewe . 
And  in  latyn  I  speke  a  wordys  fewe  344 

To  sauer  wi])  my  predicaciofl 
And  forto  stirre  men  to  deuocion 

Than  shewe  I  for])  my  longe  cristal  stones  Ck»f  uc] 

Ycrommed  ful  of  dowtes  and  of  bones .  348 

Eelikes  fei  bene  as  wene  men  echon 
pan.  haue  I  in  laton  a  sholdere  bone 
Which  ])at*  was  an  holy  Iwes  shepe 
Good  men  say  I  take  af  my  wordes  kepe  352 

3if  ])at*  )>is  boon  be  wasshen  in  a  welle 
3if  kowe  or  calf,  shepe  or  oxe  swelle 
))af  eny  worme  hath  ete  or  stonge 
About*  pe  herf  or  ellis  fe  longe  356 
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If  is  hool  anon  and  fer])ermore 

Of  pokkes  and  of  scabbe  and  of  euery  sore 

Shal  eueiy  shope  be  hool  j^af  of  ])is  welle 

Drynke])  a  draujt  take  bede  what*  I  telle  360 

Jif  ])af  pe  good  man  ])af  ]>e  beesf  owep 

Wil  euery  weke  er  fat*  J)e  Cok  hym  crowef 

ffastinge  drink*  of  fia  welle  a  draa3te . 

As  filk*  holy  Iwe  otu*  eldere  taujte  3G4 

Uis  beestees  and  his  stoor  shal  miiltiplie 

And  sirs  also  it*  hele]>  lalowsie 

And  ])on3e  a  man  be  fallen  in  a  Talons  rage 

Lat*  maken  wi]>  pis  watere  his  potage  368 

And  nouer  shal  he  [more]  his  wif  mystrusf 

Jyouje  he  fe  so])  of  hure  defjEiute  wosf 

Al  had  she  taken  *  preestes  tweyn  *  or  ]>ree 

Here  is  a  myten  eke  J>at*  je  may  see  372 

He  ])at*  his  honde  wil  putte  in  fia  myteyn) 

He  shal  haue  multiplyinge  of  his  greyn 

Whan  he  ha])  sawen  be  it*  whete  or  otys 

8o  ]>af  he  bringe  mc  goodi  pans  or  ellis  grotys .  376 

And  men  and  wommen '  oo  ])ing*  I  wame  ^owe 

3if  eny  wi3f  be  in  ]>is  churche  nowe 

pa,V  ha])  doo  synne  horrible  [so]  ])at*  ho 

Dar  not*  for  shame  of  if  shryuen  be  380 

Or  eny  W077iman  be  she  ^ong*  or  olde 

Thaf  h&f  made  her  husbonde  CukwolJ 

Suche  folk*  shal  haue  no  power  ne  no  grace 

To  ofire  to  my  relikes  in  )>is  place .  384 

And  who  so  finde])  hym  ouf  of  such  blame  Omt  tio,  i»ck] 

Thei  wil  come  vp  and  offre  in  goddis  name 

And  I  assoille  hym  by  fe  autorite 

Such  as  my  bulle  was  graunted  to  me  388 

By  ])is  gaude  haue  I  wonnen  euery  ^eere 

An  .0.  Mark  si])ens  I  was  pardonere . 

I  stonde  like  a  clerk*  in  my  pulpitte 

And  schewe  lewde  puples  synne  ysette  393 
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I  preche  so  as  I  haue  lered  by-fore 

And  telle  an  hundred  lapes  moi*e . 

Than  peyne  I  me  to  strechc  forJ>  J>e  necke 

And  eest*  and  west*  vppon  J>e  puple  I  bekke  396 

As  do)>  a  dowue  sittings  vppon  a  beeme 

Myne  hondes  and  my  tunge  gofi  ful  ^eeme 

Jjaf  if  is  ioye  to  see  my  bysynesse 

Of  auarice  and  suche  cursednesse .  400 

Is  al  my  prechinge  for  to  make  hem  free 

To  3eue  her  pans  and  namely  vnto  me 

flbr  myn  entenf  is  naf  but*  forto  wj^nne 

And  nof  inge  for  correctioft  of  synne  404 

I  rekke  neuere  whan  ))at*  J>ei  bene  buried 

^ou3e  ]>at*  her  saules  goo  o  blakburied . 

ffor  certes  mony  a  predicacion 

Comme^  ofbe  tyme  of  euel  entenciofi  408 

Somme  of  plesaunce  of  folk*  and  of  flaterye 

To  bene  auaunced  by  ypocresie 

And  somme  for  veynglorie  and  for  hate 

ffor  whan  I  dar  nat*  o]>er  waies  debate  412 

Than  wil  I  stynge  hem  wip  my  tunge  smerte 

In  prechinge  so  that*  he  shal  not*  sterte 

To  bene  defamed  falsely  so  ])at*  he 

ha))  trespased  to  my  bre]>eren  or  to  me  416 

ffor  J^ou^e  I  telle  nat*  his  propre  name 

Men  shal  wel  knowe  ^at*  it  is  pe  same 

By  somme  signe  and  o))er  circumstaunces 

Thus  smyte  I  folk*  j^at*  dofi  ys  displesaunces  .  420 

Thus  spitte  I  out*  my  venyme  vnder  hwe 

Of  holynesse  to  semen  holy  and  trewe 

But*  shortely  myne  entent*  I  wil  devise  ./  peaf  fi7] 

I  preche  of  no  J'inge  but*  of  Couetise  ./  424 

]>erfore  my  teeme  is  pi?  and  euer  was 

Badix  omnium  malorwm  est  cupiditas 

Thus  can  I  preche  ajeinst*  fe  same  vice 

Which  fat*  I  vse  and  fat*  is  Auarice  428 
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Buf  Jjon^e  my  self  bo  giltif  iu  fat*  synne . 

3ifc*  can  I  make  ofer  folk*  to  wynne 

ffrom  auarice  and  soor  hem  repent* 

I>ut*  J>at*  nys  not*  my  principal  entent*  432 

I  preche  nat*  but*  for  coueityse 

Of  f  is  matere  it*  oujf  ynowe  suffise 

Than  telle  I  hem  ensamples  mony  oon 

Of  olde  stories  longo  tyme  agofi  436 

ffor  lewde  pnple  loucn  tales  olde 

which  fingges  J>ei  conne  report*  and  hold 

"What*  trow  ^e  fe  whiles  I  may  preche 

And  Wynne  gold  and  siluere  forto  teche  440 

)>af  I  wil  ly  ve  in  pouert*  wilfully 

Kay  nay  I  foujt*  if  neuere  trewly  . 

tibr  I  wil  preche  and  begge  in  sondry  londys 

I  nyl  do  no  laboure  wif  my  hondes .  444 

Ne  make  baskette*  for  to  lyve  fer-by 

Because  I  wil  not*  lyuen  ydelly 

I  wil  noon  of  fe'apostels  counterfete 

I  wil  haue  money .  malt*  chees  and  whete  448 

Al  were  it*  ^euen  of  f  e  poorest*  page 

Eyf  ere  of  fe  poorest*  wydowe  in  a  vilage 

Al  shulde  her  children  sterue  or  famync 

And  I  wU  drink  pe  licourest*  of  f  e  w}'ne  452 

And  haue  a  ioly  wenche  in  euery  toune 

But*  harkene)>  lordes  in  conclusioun 

5oure  liking*  is  fat*  I  shal  telle  a  tale 

Kow  haue  I  dronken .  a  draujf  of  corny  ale  456 

By  god  I  hope  I  shal  tel  30U  a  fingo 

fat*  shal  of  reson  be  at*  ^oure  likinge 

fFor  )K)uje  my  self  be  a  vicious  man  • 

I  morale  tale  jit*  I  30U  telle  can .  46Q 

Whiche  lames  went*  to  preche  forto  wynne .       [leaftn,  iweki 

Kow  holdej)  joure  pees  my  tale  I  wil  bygynne . 
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In  fflanndres  whilom  was  a  companj-e  i<mren/in,baeir] 

Of  yonge  folk  p&V  haunted  folye  464 

As  hasard  Riot*  /  stewes  .  and  tauemes  . 
Harpes .  Kubibes .  lutes  and  giiemes . 
J>ei  dauncen  and  pleyen  at*  ]>e  dys  nyjf  and  day 
and  £ten  also  ouer  ])af  her  my^f  may  4G8 

Thoigh  whiche  ])ei  do  )>e  deuel  sacrifise 
Wif-in  J)e  deuels  temple  in  sondry  wise 
By  supe/'fluite  abhominable 

Her  o]>es  bene  so  grete  and  damnable  472 

J5at»  if  is  grisly  forto  here  hem  swere 
Our  blessed  lordys  body  fei  to-tere 
Hem  foujf  fe  Iwes  rent*  hyw  naf  ynowe 
And  ilk*  of  hem  at*  o]>er  synne  loowe  476 

And  ri3t<  anofi  coTnmen  Inne  j^an  tomblesters 
ffetys  and  smale  and  ^ong*  fruters 
Syngers  wi^  harpes .  bawdes  and  waifrera 
Such  bene  verrey  fe  deuels  officers .  480 

To  kyndel  and  blowe  fe  fyre  of  leccherye 
That*  is  annexed  [vn]to  glotenye 
The  holy  writf  take  I  to  witnesse 

])at*  lecherie  is  in  wyne  and  dronknesse  484 

f  Lo  howe  fat*  dronken  Loth  vnkindely         "^  J^^^^tTS 
Lay  by  his  doubters  two  vnwittyngly  luxuH* 

So  dronken  he  was  he  nyst*  what*  he  wroujf 
Herodes  who  so  ha])  pe  stories  sou3t*  488 

[ 
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whan  he  of  wyne  was  replete  at*  his  feesf  489 

Eijt*  at*  his  owne  table  ^af  his  heest 

To  sleen  ])e  baptist*  lohn  fill  giltelees 

Senec  aaip  a  good  word  doutelees .  '  ^^^^         492 

He  sei])  he  can  no  difference  fynde 

Betwix  a  man  ])at*  is  out*  of  his  mynde 

And  a  man  ])af  is  dronMewe 

But*  ^at<  woodenesse  is  fallen  in  a  shrewe  496 

Perseuere])  lenger  fon  do]>  dronknesse 

0  gloteny  ful  of  Ciirsednesse . 

0  cause  fursf  of  oui'  confusiofi  Pcaf  sis] 

Oiyginal  of  our  dampnaciofl  500 

Til  crisf  had  bou3t*  vs  wij)  his  blood  agayil 

Lo  how  dere  shortely  forto  sayne 

Aboujf  was  fe  Cursed  vilanye  ISSSIfm  aiSSSS^t 

Ck)rrupte  was  as fis worlcJ forgfi gloteny e  S^k^oSUS** 

Adam  oure  fadere  and  his  wif  also  •i^ct.^ -<  ^.ti^ 

firom  paradis  to  labour  and  to  woo 

"Were  driven  for  fat*  wise  if  is  no  drede 

ffor  whiles  fat*  adam  fasted  as  I  rede  508 

He  was  in  paradys  and  whan  fat*  hee 

Ete  of  fe  fruyte  defended  on  f e  tree  • 

Anoon  he  was  out*  cast*  to  woo  &  peyne 

O  glotenye  on  fe  wel  oujf  vs  pleyne  512 

0  wist*  a  man  how  mony  maladyes 

ffolowef  of  excesse  and  of  glotonyes 

He  wolde  bene  f  e  more  mesurable 

Of  his  diete  sitting*  at*  his  table  516 

AUas  fe  short*  frote  f e  tender  mouf e 

Makef  fat*  Est*  and  West*  norf e  &  souf e 

In  erthe  in  eire  in  watere  men  to  synk* 

To  geten  a  gloton  deynte  mete  and  drink*  520 

Of  f  is  matere  o  poule  wel  cast*  pon  trete 

Mete  vnto  wombe  and  wombe  eke  vnto  mete 

Shal  god  distroie  bof  as  Powle  seif 

Alias  a  foule  finge  it*  ia  be  my  feif .  524 

PETWOETH  467   (6-T.  310) 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


SIX-TEXT    320 

GROUP  C.  §  4  pabdoner's  tale.  Petworth  MS. 

To  sale  fia  worde  and  foulere  is  pe  dede 

Whan  men  so  drinken  of  pe  white  and  rede 

pai?  of  his  ^rote  he  make^  his  pnuee 

Thorgfi  filk*  cursed  Sup(?rfluite  528 

pe  Apostcl  wepinge  seif  ful  pitously 

J>er  walken  mony  of  which  tolde  haue  I 

I  saie  it*  nowe  weping*  wij>  pitous  vois 

per  bene  enemyes  of  cristes  croys  532 

Of  whiche  pe  eende  is  dej> .  Wombe  is  her  god 

O  woombe  o  baly .  o  stynking*  cod . 

ffulfiUed  of  donge.  and  of  comipcion 

Af  eij>er  eende  of  J>e  foule  is  J>e  seson  536 

Ilowe  grete  cosf  and  labour  is  to  fynde  [laf  tis,  i»rk] 

Thise  Cokes  howe  ^ei  stampe  streyne  afid  grynde 

And  tumen  substance  into  accident* 

To  ffuimie  alle  pe  likerous  talent*  540 

Out*  of  pe  hard  bones  knokke  pel 

\)e  mary  for  pel  cast*  naf  away 

])af  may  goo  ]^orgh  pe  golett*  sauf*  and  soote 

Of  spiceiy  of  leeues  berk*  and  rooto  644 

Shal  bene  his  sause  ymade  be  delite 

To  maken  hym  jif  a  newe  appetite 

But*  certes  he  j^at*  haunte]>  suche  delices 

Is  dede  whiles  J^at*  he  lyue]?  in  ])oo  vices  548 

A  lecherous  )>inge  is  wyne  and  dronknesse 

It*  is  ful  of  strivinge  and  of  wrecchednesse 

0  dronken  man  disfigured  in  |7i  face 

ffoule  is  )>i  bree)>  foule  art*  ))ou  to  enbrace  552 

And  poTgh  ])i  dronken  nose  coune])  p^  sotine 

As  ])0U3e  povL  seidest  ay  Sampson  Sampsoun 

And  jit*  god  woot  sampson  dronk  neuere  no  wyne 

j5ow  fallest*  as  it*  were  a  dronken  swyne  550 

pi  tunge  is  lost*  and  alle  ^ine  honest*  Cure 

ffor  drunknesse  is  verray  sepulture 

Of  mannys  witte  and  his  discrecion 

In  whoom  Jat*  drink*  \mp  dominaciofi  560 
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He  can  no  coiinsaile  kepe  it*  is  no  drede 

Nowe  kepe  jou  from  J>e  white  and  fro  J>e  rede 

Namely  from  J)e  white  wyne  of  lepe 

])at*  is  to  selle  in  fisshstrete  and  in  chepe 

This  wyne  of  spayn  crepef  subtilly 

In  of  er  wynes  growinge  faste  by 

Of  woche  riseth  suche  fumosite 

]3at<  whan  a  man  ha]>  dronke  a  draii^f  or  ]>re 

And  wenej)  J>af  he  be  af  home  in  chepe 

J)an  is  he  in  spayn  n^\?  at*  J>e  tonne  of  lepe 

Non3f  af  the  rocheti  ne  af  burdeux  tot^n 

And  fan  wil  fei  say .  Sampson  sampsot^n 

But*  harkenef  lordingg^f  oo  Jjiiig*  I  30U  pray 

J>at*  alle  fe  souereyn  actes  dar  I  say 

Of  victories  in  olde  testamenf  . 

fat*  f oi^ghe  verrey  god  fat*  is  omynpotenf 

"Weren  doon  in  abstinence  and  in  preiere 

Lokejj  fe  bible  and  fer  ^e  may  it*  lere 

Lokef  Attila  f  e  grete  conqueroui^ 

Deide  in  his  sclepe  wif  shame  and  dishonotir 

Bledinge  af  his  nose  in  dronknesse 

A  Captayn  shuld  live  in  sobrenesse 

And  oner  al  fise  avise  jow  rijf  weH 

Whaf  was  comaunded  ynto  lamueH 

Nof  Samuel  buf  lamuel  say  .1. 

Eedef  fe  bible  and  fyndef  if  expresly 

Of  wyne  jeuynge  of  hem  f  af  aren  lustise 

Ko  more  of  f is  for  if  may  suf&se 

And  now  f  af  I  haue  spoken  of  glotenye 

Kowe  wil  I  defende  30a  hasardye 

IT  Hasan}  is  verrey  modere  of  lesingges 

And  of  disceite  cursed  forswerynges 

Blaspheme  of  crisf  mansclaughter  and  waasf  also/      ••*  •** 

Of  bataile  and  of  tyme  and  of  ferfermoo 

If  is  repreef*  and  contrarie  to  honours 

fforto  be  holden  a  comon  hasardoure  596 
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And  eaer  f  e  bier  he  is  of  estate 

The  more. he  is  holden  desolate 

3if  )>at<  a  prince  vse  hasardie 

In  al  gouemance  and  polecye  600 

He  is  as  by  comon  opiniofi 

Holde  pe  lasse  in  reputaciofl 

IT  Stilboon  bat*  was  holde  a  wise  embassatour      Y  stflboi  .l 

Was  sent*  into  Corinm  wtt^  grete  honowr. 

firo  Calidoyne  to  make  hem  allia&ce 

And  whan  he  came  happed  l^is  chance 

And  al  pe  grettest*  fat*  were  of  fat*  londl 

Pleiyng*  af  J)e  hasard  he  hem  fond  608 

ffor  which  as  sone  as  fat*  my3t  be 

He  stale  hym  home  a3ein  to  his  cuntre 

And  saide  fere  I  wold  not*  lese  my  name 

I  wold  naf  take  on  me  so  gret*  diffame.  612 

fforto  allye  jou  to  noon  hasardours  •/  Deai  sio,  tack] 

Sendef  of  er  wiser  embassatours  ./ 

ffor  by  my  trouf  e  me  were  leuere  dye 

])an  I  shuld.  30 w  to  hasardours  allie  616 

But*  je  fat*  bene  so  glorious  in  honcn/res. 

Shal  not  allie  30U  wif  hasardoures  . 

As  by  my  wille  ne  as  by  my  trete 

This  wis  philisophre  fus  seide  hee  620 

Loke  eeke  fat*  to  f e  kinge  Demetreus 

The  kyng*  of  partes  as  f e  booke  seif  fus 

Sent*  hym  a  paire  of  golden  dys  in  scome 

ffor  he  had  vsed  hasardrie  f  er  byfome  624 

ffor  whiche  he  heelde  his  glorie  and  his  rcnot^n 

ffor  no  value  of  reputacio?/n 

lordes  myght*  fynde  of  er  manere  playe 

Honest*  ynowe  to  dryue  f  e  day  awaye  628 

Now  wil  I  speke  of  of  es  fals  and  grcte 

A  worde  or  twoo  as  of  er  bookes  entrete . 

Grete  sweringe  is  a  f  ing*  abhominable 

And  fals  sweringe  is  moche  more  rcproueable  632 
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The  highc  god  forbere  sweryng'  af  alle       %  vm»  omniiio  inxwt 

Witnesse  of  mathewe  buf  in  speciaH 

Of  swerynge  [seij)]  J)e  holy  leremye .  IwTSJjwS  ^Z 

Thowe  shalf  swere  soJ>e  pme  opea  and  not*  lie  ^SJ^iJSou"' 

And  swere  in  doome  and  eke  in  rijtwisnesse 

But*  ydel  sweringe  ia  a  cursednesee 

Biholde  and  see  ))at*  in  pe  first  table . 

Of  bie  goddes  beestes  bonnrable  640 

How  Jat*  twoo  beestes  of  byw  is  fis 

Take  nof  my  tale  in  ydelnes  amys 

Loo  rafer  be  forbedej)  sncb  swerynge 

Tban  bomicide  or  eny  oJ>er  J)inge .  644 

I  saie  as  ))us  by  order  it*  stonde]) 

Tbis  knowen  ])at*  beestes  vnderstondc]) 

How  ])at*  fe  Secounde  beest  of  god  is  ])at 

And  fer])er  oner  I  wil  J)e  telle  al  plat*  648 

Jjat*  vengeance  sbal  not*  part*  from  bis  bous 

])at*  of  bis  o]>es  is  so  outrageous . 

By  goddys  precious  bert*  and  bis  nailles  [leaf  fieo] 

And  by  bis  blood  ))at*  is  in  bailies  652 

Seuen  is  my  cbaunce  and  bis  .v.  and  tbre 

By  goddys  armes  ^if  fou  falsly  plaie  me 

Tbis  daggard  sbal  ))orgb  ))ine  bert*  goo . 

Tbis  fruite  co772me])  of  ))ilk  bones  twoo .  656 

ITor-sweringe  Ire  falsenesse  bomyside 

Now  for  J)e  lone  of  crisf  fat*  for  vs  dyde 

LeueJ)  3oure  of  es  botbc  grete  and  smale 

ffor  I  sbal  telle  jou  a  mervelous  tale  /  660 

Tbise  Riotours  of  wbicb  I  telle . 

Longe  erste  er  prime .  ronge  eny  belle 

Were  sette  in  a  taueme  for  to  diynke 

And  as  fei  satte  ]>ei  berd  a  belle  cbink*  664 

Byfom  a  corps  was  caried  to  bis  graue 

]}af  oon  of  hem  can  calle  to  bis  knaue  / 

Goo  bette  quod  he  and  aske  redely 

What*  coors  is  fat*  fat*  passe))  for  J)  by  668 
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And  loke  )»a1^  ]k)u  repoif  his  name  wdi 

Sire  quod  p\a  [knaue]  it*  nede])  neuer  a  dett 

It  was  me  tolde  eer  ^e  came  heer  tvro  houres 

He  was  parde  an  olde  felawe  of  ^ouies  672 

Al  Bodeynly  was  lie  sclayn  to-nyjf 

ffor-dronken  as  he  satte  vpon  his  bench  Ypri3t* 

Ther  come  a  prive  feef  men  clepen  de)»e 

psiif  in  his  contray  al  pe  puple  sclee)?  G76 

And  wi^  his  speer  he  smote  his  herf  atwoo 

And  went"  his  way  wi^-oute  wordes  moo 

He  hap  a  thousand  sclayn  )»is  Pestilence 

And  maistere  er  ^e  come  in  his  presence  680 

Me  fenkef  p&V  it*  were  necessarie 

ffor  to  be  war  of  such  an  adu^rsarie 

BeeJ  redy  forto  mete  hywi  euermore 

Thus  tau^f  me  my  dame  I  saye  no  more  684 

f  By  seinf  marye  saide  Jia  tauernere 

j)e  Childe  sei))  soo])  for  he  ha]>  sclayn  to  jero 

hens  ouer  a  myle  wijhinne  a  grete  vilage 

Both  man  and  woznman  childe  and  page .  688 

I  trowo  his  habitacioun  be  J)ere  Deaf  220,  buki 

To  bene  avised  grete  wisdome  if  were 

£r  ])at*  he  did  a  man  dishonoure 

3e  goddes  armes  quod  ))is  Eiatour^  692 

Is  it*  suche  perile  wif  hym  forto  mete 

I  shal  hym  scchen  by  stie  and  by  strete 

I.  make  a  vowe  by  goddys  digne  bones . 

HarkeneJ)  felawes  we  fre  bene  al  ones .  696 

Lat*  eche  of  ys  holde  vp  his  honde  to  ofere 

And  eche  of  vs  bycome  oJ)eT8  brofer 

And  we  wil  slee  )>is  fals  traitowr  dcfe 

He  shal  be  slayne  he  Jjat*  so  monye  sleefe  700 

By  goddys  dignite  er  it*  be  nyjt* 

To-gidere  ban  Jjise  fre  her  liertes  plijt* . 

To  lif  and  to  dye  ilk*  of  hem  wif  oJ>er 

As  Jjouje  he  were  his  owne  bom  brofer  704 
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And  yp  fei  sterten  and  dronken  in  pis  rage. 

And  for])  fei  goon  towardes  ^at  vilage 

Of  wbicfi  fe  tauemere  haj  spoke  byfome 

And  mony  a  grisly  oo]>e  han  ^ei  sworne  708 

And  cristes  blessed  body  ^ei  to-rent* 

)>af  deetb  sbal  be  dede  if  we  may  hym  hent^ 

Whan  Jyei  ban  goon  naf  fully  a  myle 

Ri^f  as  ^ei  wold  bane  troden  ouer  a  stile  712 

An  olde  and  a  poor  man  wi])  hem  mette 

This  olde  man  fdl  mekely  hem  grette 

And  saide  ])us  nowe  lordes  god  30U  see 

J)e  Prowdest*  of  Jise  Kiatours  thre  716 

Answerde  a^ein  what*  cberlde  wi])  barde  grace 

Why  art*  ^u  al  forwrapped  sauf  J)i  face 

Whi  lyuest*  po\x  so  longe  in  so  grete  age 

This  olde  man  gan  loke  in  his  visage  720 

And  seide  ))iis  for  I  can  nat*  fynde 

A  man  ponje  I  walked  into  Ynde 

Neijyer  in  Cite  ne  in  noon  vilage 

J)at*  wil  chaungen  his  ^oupe  for  myfi  age  724 

And  ])erfore  mote  I  haue  myn  age  stille 

As  longe  tyme  as  it  is  goddys  wills  / 

Ne  deth  alias  nyl  not*  haue  my  lif*  omt  isi] 

Thus  walk  I  like  a  restlees  catif  728 

And  on  pe  grounde  which  is  my  modei*  gate 

I  knokke  vrip  my  staf  erly  and  late 

And  saie  leue  moder  lat*  me  Inne 

Loo  ho  we  I  vanyssh  flessh  blood  and  skynne  7o2 

Alias  whan  shul  my  bones  bene  at*  rests 

Modere  with  90U  wold  I  chaunge  ray  chest* 

That*  in  my  chambere  longe  tyme  ha^  be . 

)e  for  an  heeren  clonte  to  wrappe  me  736 

But*  3it*  to  me  she  wil  nat  do  pat  grace . 

(Tor  whiche  ful  welked  is  my  face 

And  sirs  to  )ou  if  is  no  ciu*tesie 

To  speken  vntil  an  olde  man  vilany  740 
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Baf  he  trespase  in  word  or  ellis  in  dede 
In  holy  writte  je  may  ^ouie  self  wel  rede 
IT  Ajeinst  an  oolde  man  hoor  vpon  his  hede     IJS^JS!?^* 
3e  shnld  arise  J^erfoT  I  jeae  ym  rede  744 

Ne  do]y  ynto  and  olde  man  hanne  as  nowe 
No  more  ))an  je  wolde  a  man  did  ^owe 
In  age  if  y&V  ^e  so  longe  abide 

And  god  be  wi]>  jow  wheder  ^e  goo  or  ride  748 

I  mote  goo  ))idere  as  I  hane  to  goo 
We  nay  olde  cherle  by  god  )K)n  shalt^  naf  soo . 
8eyde  fiae  o^er  hassTdouis  anone 

Thow  partesf  naf  so  li^tly  be  seynt*  lohn  752 

Thow  spak*  ri^t*  now  of  )»ilk*  tratow  de)» 
^af  in  fia  cimtie  alle  our  frendes  slee])e 
Haue  here  my  trou])e  as  ^u  art*  his  aspie 
Telle  wher  he  is  or  ellis  )>ou  shalt*  dye  7bS 

By  god  and  by  fe  holy  sacframent* 
ffor  Boflj  J)OU  art*  [on]  of  his  assents 
To  scleen  vs  jenge  folb  ^ou  fals  ^eef 
Nowe  sirres  if  if  be  to  jou  so  leef  760 

To  fynde  dej  tame  vp  fis  croked  "way 
ffor  in  faf  groue  I  left*  hyw  be  my  fay 
Vnder  a  tree  and  fere  he  wil  abide 

Ne  for  jonie  boosf  he  nyl  hym  no  ])inge  hide  764 

See  je  J»f  ooke  ri3t«  )?ere  je  shul  by w  fj^nde        ci«rf  »i.  i»cii] 
God  sane  30a  ]>af  boojf  ajeiii  mnnkynde 
And  30U  amende  )ms  saide  ])is  olde  man 
And  euery  of  fise  Riatonrs  lanne  768 

Til  fei  come  to  fe  tree  and  J>er  fei  fonde 
ffloreyns  of  gold  fyne .  ykoyned  rounde 
Wel  nyghe  a  senen  busshells  as  hem  J^onjf 
Ko  lenger  than  aftere  def  fa  son^f  772 

But*  eche  of  hem  so  glad  was  of  f  af  sy^f 
ffor  )«f  pe  floreynes  so  fairo  be  and  brijf 
That*  donne  fei  sette  hem  by  pe  precious  hoorde 
The  worsf  of  hem  he  spat  fe  furst  word  776 
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Brejyeren  quod  lie  take  hede  what*  I  say. 

My  witte  is  grete  )»oug&  I  bourde  and  play 

This  tresouT  ha])  fortune  to  ys  3euen 

In  mjrfe  and  iolite  our  lyf  to  lynen  780 

And  lightly  so  as  if  comme^  so  wil  we  spende 

Ey  precious  goddys  herf  who  wende 

To-day  ))af  we  shulde  haue  so  feure  a  grace 

Buf  mj^V  ))is  gold  be  caried  fro  fia  place  784 

Home  into  myna  hous  or  ellis  to  joures 

ffor  wel  I  woote  ))af  bM  p\B  gold  ia  oures/ 

Than  were  we  in  hig&  ffelicite . 

But*  trewly  by  day  if  may  naf  be  788 

Men  wold  say  ))af  we  were  ))eues  stronge 

And  for  oure  owne  tresoui'  done  vs  honge 

As  wisely  and  as  sdi^ly  as  if  my^f 

This  tresour  mosf  ycaried  be  be  ny^f  792 

Wherfore  I  rede  laf  loke  among*  ys  all6 

To  drawe  and  laf  see  where  )ye  Cut  wil  falle 

he  fa.V  hsLp  fe  curf  wijy  herte  blitli 

Shal  renne  to  toune  and  paV  ful  switli  796 

To  brings  ys  brede  and  drink*  ful  priuely 

And  two  of  YS  shal  kepen  sotilly 

This  tresour  wel  and  if  he  wil  nof  tarie 

Whan  if  is  nyjf  we  wil  fia  tresor  carie  800 

By  oon  assenf  where  as  ys  like  J)  besf 

Thaf  oon  of  ham  bro^f  gras  in  his  fesf 

And  bad  hem  drawe  and  loke  wher  it  wolde  falle     Dni  its] 

And  if  felle  on  the  ^ongesf  of  hem  alk  80i 

And  for)?  toward  pe  U>wne  he  wenf  anoon 

And  also  sone  9a  that  he  was  goone 

Thaf  oon  of  hem  spak*  Ynto  pat  opere 

Thowe  woosf  wel  fou  arf  myn  owne  sworn  broJ)ei'e      808 

Thi  prophite  wil  I  telle  po  anofl 

Thowe  woosf  wel  J)af  oui'  felawe  is  goofi 

And  here  is  gold  and  ])af  grete  plente 

))af  shal  departed  be  amonges  ys  ])ree  812 
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But*  naj;elee8  if  I  can  shape  if  see 

j)af  if  departed  were  amonges  vs  twoo 

Had  I  nof  done  a  frcndes  tume  to  pe 

])af  o])er  Answered  I  nof  howe  faff  myjf  be  816 

I  wold  wel  Jaf  Je  gold  were  oures  twoo . 

Whaf  shuld  wee  doo  J^af  if  my^t  be  soo . 

Shal  if  be  counsaile  said  )?e  firsf  schi'ewe 

And  I  shal  telle  [fe]  in  wordes  fewe  820 

Whaf  we  shul  doon  and  bringe  if  aboute 

I  granuf  quod  J>af  ojer  ouf  of  doute 

Thaf  by  my  troufe  I  nyl  fe  naf  bywreien 

Now  quod  the  fursf  ^u  woote  wel  we  be  tweyen  824 

And  twoo  of  vs  shul  strenger  be  ^an  oon 

loke  whan  he  is  sette  and  ])af  anon 

Arise  as  j^ou^e  J)ou  woldesf  wijj  hy?/?  play 

And  I  shal  ryuen  hym  foi^h  pe  sides  twey  828 

Whiles  J)af  fow  strogelesf  witA  hym  as  i»  game 

And  wi])  fi  daggere  loke  ^ou  doo  fe  same 

And  ^an  shal  al  ))is  golde  depaHed  be 

My  dere  freende  bytwixe  fe  and  me  832 

Than  may  we  boo]>  our  lustes  fulfille 

And  play  af  fe  dice  af  our  owne  wille 

And  Jus  accorded  bene  fise  shrewes  tway 

To  scleen  fe  Jred  as  ^e  han  hei*d  me  say  83G 

IT  This  3ongesf  which  J)af  wenf  to  fe  toune 

fful  off  in  his  herf  rolled  vp  and  doune 

J>e  bewte  of  f  ise  floreyns  faire  and  bri3f 

O  lord  quod  he  ^if  if  so  were  I  my^f  840 

Haue  al  Jis  tresoui^  to  myself  alone  0^  «».  i»ck] 

Ther  nys  no  man  faf  lynef  vnder  trone 

Of  golde  Jaf  shuld  ly  ve  so  mery  as  I 

And  af  fe  lasf  J)e  feende  oure  eneraye  844 

Puf  in  his  foujf  faf  he  shuld  poysen  bey 

wij  which  he  my^f  scleen  his  felawes  twey 

ffor  whi  fe  feende  fonde  him  in  such  liuynge 

Thaf  he  had  leuo  hy?^  to  sorowe  bringe  848 
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I 
ffor  f  is  was  vtterly  his  entent*  j 

To  scleen  hem  bofe  and  neuere  to  repent* 

And  forj)  he  gof  no  lenger  wolcl  he  tarye 

Into  J)e  towne  vnto  apotecarye  862 

And  preide  hym  fat*  he  hym  wolde  selle 

Somme  poysen  ])af  he  my^t*  his  rattes  kelle 

And  eke  ])er  was  a  polcat*  in  his  hawe 

)>af  as  he  seide  his  capons  had  Isclawe  856 

And  seide  he  wolk  wreke  hym  ^i£  he  myjt* 

On  vermyn  fat*  destroyen  hem  by  ny^t* 

The  appoticarie  answerd  f on  shalt*  haue 

A  ))inge  ])at*  as  god  my  saule  saue  860 

In  al  ])is  worlde  per  nys  no  creature 

J)at*  ete  or  drink^  of  fis  confectuie 

Noujt*  hut*  J)e  mo7/ntance  of  a  com  of  whete 

pAV  he  ne  shal  his  lif  anoon  forlete  864 

)e  sterue  he  shal  and  )»af  in  lasse  while 

)>an  ])ow  wilt*  goon  a  pace  naf  but*  a  myle 

This  poysen  ])at*  is  so  hard  and  violent* 

This  cursed  man  ha)»  in  his  honde  it*  hent*  868 

This  poysen  in  a  boxe  and  8i])ens  he  ranne 

Into  fe  next^  strete  vnto  a  man 

And  borowed  hym  large  botelles  pre 

And  to  his  felawes  i^ein  repaire]?  he  872 

The  i\j.  he  kepte  clene  for  his  drinke 

ffor  alle  fe  ny^t*  he  shope  hym  forto  swynk* 

In  cariyng*  of  faV  gold  out*  of  ])at*  place 

And  whan  Jis  notour  wif  sory  grace  876 

Had  filled  wi])  him  his  grete  hotels  pre 

To  his  felawes  a^ein  repaire))  he ./ 

What*  nedef  if  to  sermon  )»erof  more  [i«f  nsj 

ffor  ri^t*  as  pei  had  cast*  his  deep  byfore  880 

Ri3t*  so  ])ei  han  hym  sclayn  and  pat  anofi 

And  whan  ]yaf  pia  was  doon  pan  speke  paif  ofl 

Now  lat*  vs  sitte  and  drink*  and  make  vs  mery 

And  afterward  we  wil  his  body  bery  884 
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And  after  ^af  hit*  happed  hem  percas 

To  taken  a  boteti:  wher-in  the  poyson  was 

And  dianlc  and  ^ane  his  felawe  drink*  also^. 

^dghe  whiche  anoon  fei  steruen  bothe  88S 

Bat*  oertes  I  suppose  ]Mif  Auicen 

Wroote  neuer  in  no  canon  ne  in  no  fen 

Moo  wondere  sorowes  of  empoysenynge 

Thus  had  ^ise  wrecches  two  her  endinge  892 

Thns  eended  be  )?ise  homjcydes  twoo 

And  eke  )»is  false  enpoysoner  alsoo 

O .  corsed  synne  fdl  of  al  cnrsednesse 

O .  traterous  homycides  .o.  Wickednesse  896 

O .  g^otenye  loxtuye  and  hasardiye 

Thow  blasphemour  of  crist  wij  vileny 

And  ojyes  grete  of  vsage  and  of  pride 

Alias  mankinde  howe  may  if  betide  900 

That*  to  ^i  creatour  which  ]>at*  )»e  wiou^t* 

And  wi^  his  precious  blood  ye  bon^t* 

Thowe  art*  so  f9ls  and  so  ynkynde  alias 

Now  good  men  god  forjeue  30U  )our  trespaa  904 

And  kepe  jou  from  ye  synne  of  anarice 

Myne  holy  pardofi  may  30U  afi  warisshe 

So  that*  je  offer  nobles  or  stedyngges 

Oi^er  ellis  Siluere .  spoones .  broches .  or  ryngges  908 

Bowejy  jonre  hede  vnder  yia  b\dle 

Commejy  vp  30  Wynes  oSrey  jour  wille 

3ouie  name  I  entre  here  in  my  roUe  anoft 

In  to  ye  blisse  of  heuene  shul  je  al  goon  912 

I  jou  assoille  be  my  highe  powere 

3e  yai^  wollen  of&e  as  clene  and  eke  as  cleere 

As  )e  were  bom  and  loo  sirs  ^us  I  preche 

And  Jhesu  crist*  ^at*  is  our  saules  leche .  916 

So  graunte  30U  his  pardon  to  receyue  ./  Dmt  tss,  bwk] 

ffor  )?at*  is  best*  I  wil  30U  not*  deceyue 

IT  But*  sirs  oon  word  forgate  I  in  my  tale ' 

I  haue  relikes  and  pardon  in  my  male  920 
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As  faire  as  eny  man  in  engelond 

Whiche  were  jeue  me  by  J>e  popes  hond 

Jif  eny  of  jow  wol  of  deuocion 

OfEre  and  ban  myn  absolucioii  924 

Commep  forf  anon  and  knele^  here  adoun 

J>at*  3e  may  haue  part*  of  my  pardown 

Or  ellis  take^  pardon  as  ^e  wende 

Al  newe  and  fressb  at*  euery  tonnes  ende  928 

So  Jaf  je  offre  alway  newe  and  newe 

Nobles  and  pans  whi(^  ^at*  bene  good  and  trewe 

If  is  an  bonure  to  euery  ])at*  bene  bere 

))af  ^e  may  bane  a  saffisanf  pardonere  932 

To  assoile  )ou  in  contree  as  30  ride 

ffor  aaentures  wbicb  ]yat*  may  be-tide 

ffor  parauenture  fei  may  &lle  oon  or  twoo 

Doune  of  ber  bois  and  breke  ber  nek*  atwoo  936 

Looke  swicbe  a  swerte  if  is  to  30U  alle 

Tbaf  I  am  in  joare  felawsbip  yfalle 

paf  may  assoile  30U  boj)  more  and  lasse 

Wban  ]>af  ^e  soule  sbal  fio  )»  body  passe  940 

I  rede  ])af  bour  [booste]  sbal  bygynne 

ffor  be  is  mosf  enuolupte  of  synne 

Come  for)>  sire  boosf  and  ofifre  firsf  anoil 

And  povL  sbaif  kysse  pe  relikes  eu^recboft  944 

3e  for  a  groof  vnbokel  anon  fi  purs 

Nay  nay  quod  be  ^an  baue  I  cristes  curs 

laf  be  quod  be  if  sbal  naf  be  so  tbecbe 

))ow  woldesf  make  me  kissen  pine  olde  brecbe  948 

And  swere  if  were  pe  relike  of  a  seynf 

povL^  if,  were  wij)  pi  foundemenf  dcpeynf 

Buf  by  ])e  croese  wbicH  seinf  Elyne  fonde 

I  wold  I  bad  ])i  culyons  in  myne  bonde  952 

In  stede  of  relikes  of  seinf-wary 

Laf  kitte  bem  of  and  I  wil  belpe  bem  cary 

Tbey  sbulde  be  scbryned  in  an  bogges  toord  dmt  224] 

Tbis  Pardonere  answered  naf  a  woorJ  956 
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So  wro))  he  was  he  wolde  no  word  say 

Nowe  quod  our  oost*  I  nyl  no  lenger  play 

WiJ  fe  ne  wip  noon  ofer  angry  man 

Buf  ri^f  anoon  pe  woT))i  kny^t  bygan  960 

Whan  ))af  he  seegh  |>at*  alle  pe  puple  lou^e 

No  moie  of  pis  for  if  is  nfi  yuoghe 

Six*  Pardonere  be  mery  and  glad  of  chere 

And  3ee  sii^  Hoosf  p&V  bene  to  me  so  deie  964 

I  prei  30a  ))af  30  kisse  ^e  Pardonere 

And  pardonera  I  prei  30U  drawe  30  nere 

And  as  we  did  laf  vs  lau^e  and  play 

And  anofi  ^ei  kissed  and  riden  ioip  her  way  969 

IT  Thus  ende]y  pe  pardonera  tale. 
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And  here  bygynne)) 
TheprologeofThoppas  %  Theprologe 

[on  iMtfUU] 

WHan  saide  was  fis  tale  euery  man 
Ab  sober  was  ))af  wonder  was  to  see 
Til  ))at*  our  oost*  lape  byganne 

And  ]yan  at*  erst*  he  loked  vpon  me         .L  chaucen     1884 
And  saide  fuB  what*  man  art  paa  quod  he 
Thow  lokesf  as  )k>w  woldest*  fynde  an  hare 
ffor  euer  vpon  pe  grounde  I  se  |»e  stare  1887 

IT  Approche  nere  and  loke  meryly 

Now  war  jou  sirs  and  laf  )»is  man  ban  plas 

He  in  ^  waast*  is  shape  as  wel  as  I 

This  were  a  popet*  in  armes  to  embrace  1891 

ffor  eny  womman  smal  and  fairs  of  faice 

He  seme)»  Elnyssh  be  his  cuntenaunce 

ffor  vnto  no  wi^t*  do))  he  daliaunce  1894 

Say  nowe  somewhat  si^ns  ofere  folk  ban  saide 

Telle  Ts  a  tale  of  merth  and  )>at*  anofi 

Oost*  quod  I  ne  be  naf  euel  paide . 

ffor  o))er  tale  certes  can  I  noon .  1898 

But*  of  a  ryme  I  lered  longe  agofl 

30  Jyaf  is  good  quod  he  shul  we  it  here 

Som  deynte  Jing*  me  seme)»  by  his  cbeie  .  1901 

[No  break  in  the  MS^  and  no  spaces  between  the  stanzas 
above  and  after.'] 
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IT  Here  liygyiiiiei^  be  tale  of  ehaneere  by  Sir«  Thopacj 


f  Capi^um  six"    IT  Sir^  Thopaoe. 


[Fitte  I.] 


LEstnet^  lordes  in  good  ententr' 
And  I  wOi  telle  Y«nemenf 
Of  myrUi^  and  of  solace . 
Of  a  knyjt*  was  faire  and  genf 
In  bataile  and  in  tomamenf 
His  name  was  sir  thopacc . 


Clear  tM^llMk] 


l^UalmterkmuQ      1904 


1907 


I-bom  he  was  in  fer  cuntiee 
In  fflaunders  al  by^onde  ^;see 
Atf  Poperinge  in  ])e  place    ..  . 
His  fader  was  a  man  fid  fiee 
And  loide  be  was  of  ^f  cuntre 
As  if  was  goddes  grace 


1910 


1913 


Sii'  Tbopas  was  a  doughty  swayH 
White  was  his  face  as  payndemayfl 
His  lippes  rede  as  Eoos . 
His  rudde  is  like  scarletf  in  grayfi 
And  I  30W  telle  in  good  certayfl 
He  had  a  semely  nose 


1916 


1919 


His  beer  bis  beerd  was  lik  safifrofi 
Jyaf  to  bis  giidel  kau^t*  adoune 
His  shoon  of  Cordewayne/ 
Of  brogges  were  his  hosen  broun 
His  Boobe  was  of  Ciclatoun 
That*  cost*  mony  a  rayli 
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He  couJ>e  hunte  at*  wylde  dere ' 

And  Eide  on  hawkyng*  for  fe  Ryuer* 

Wijy  grey  goshauke  on  honde  1928 

Therto  he  was  a  good  archere 

To  wrastling*  was  ^er  noon  his  peei 

Ther  eny  ram  shulde  sionde  1931 

fful  mony  a  maide  bri^f  in  bouro 

^i  mom  for  him  Paramoure 

Whan  ^i  were  bette  to  sclepe .  1934 

But*  he  was  chaasti  and  no  lecchoure 

And  swete  as  is  ^e  bremble  floure 

That*  here))  ])e  reede  heppe  1937 

And  so  byfelle  yppon  a  day 

ffor  Bofpe  as  I  ^owe  telle  may 

Sire  Thopaas  wold  out*  ride  iiMfm]     1940 

He  wor]y  vp  on  his  stede  gray 

And  in  his  honde  a  launce  gay 

A  longe  swerde  be  his  side  1943 

He  prikke|»  ))orowe  a  faire  forest* 

Ther-in  is  mony  a  wilde  beest* 

^a  bo))  bukke  and  hare  1946 

And  as  he  prikke)^  nor))  and  eest* 

I  telle  30we  hym  had  almest* 

By-tidde  a  sory  care  1949 

There  springen  herbes  grete  and  smale 

fe  lykorice  and  pe  Setaale 

And  mony  a  clowe  gyloffre  1952 

And  notemnges  to  put*  in  ale 

Whe^re  if  be  moyst*  or  stale 

Or  forto  lay  in  Ck)ffre  1955 
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^  birdee  eyngen  it*  is  no  nay 

fe  sparhauke  and  ])e  popeniay 

^at*  loie  if  was  to  here  1958 

The  ^rostel  cok*  made  eke  his  lay 

The  woode  douvc  vpon  J)e  spiay 

She  songe  fol  loude  and  cleie/  1961 

Sire  Thopas  felle  in  loue  longynge 

And  whan  he  hani  ])e  J^rostel  synge . 

He  prikkes  as  he  were  woode  1964 

His  &iie  stede  in  his  piikkinge 

So  swette  ))af  men  myjf  hym  wringe 

His  sides  were  al  bloo()  1967 

Sire  Thopas  eke  so  wery  was 

ffor  prikkinge  on  fe  soft*  gias 

So  feets  was  his  corage  1970 

That*  dotme  he  laide  hym  in  ]Mif  plas 

To  maken  his  stede  som  solas 

ffor  he  was  so  Saoage  1973 

O  seint*  Marie  Benedicite 

What*  ailejy  pis  lone  at*  mee 

To  bynde  me  so  sore  1976 

Me  dremed  al  )ds  ny^t*  parde 

An  Elfe  quene  shal  my  lemman  be  D^f  tu,  t«ek] 

And  sdepe  vndere  my  gore  1979 

And  elf  qnene  wil  I  loue  ywis 

ffor  in  p\B  world  no  womman  is 

Wor|)i  to  be  my  make  1982 

in  totm 
Al  o)>er  wommen  I  forsake 
And  to  an  elfe  qnene  I  me  take 
By  dal»  and  eke  by  doune      -  1986 
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Into  bis  sadel  be  came  anona 

And  prikke])  onere  stile  and  ston^ 

An  belf  qnene  forto  aspie  1989 

Til  be  so  longe  ba^  riden  andgoofi 

Tbat*  be  fonde  in  a  privee  wooft 

Je  Cu/itry  of  fary .  1992 

IT  so  wildt 
ffor  in  ])af  cuntre  nas  per  noon 

[ no  gap  in  the  MS.] 

l^ei)»er  wif  ne  cbild  1996 


Til  bim  f  er  come  a  loly  geaunf 

His  name  was  clepede  Sir  Olyfaunte 

A  perilous  man  of  dede  1999 

He  seide  cbiide  by  tirmagannt* 

But*  ^if  ]K)tt  prik*  out*  of  myn  baunt 

Anoon  I  sclee  pi  stede .  2002 

IT  wij)  mace 
Here  is  fe  quene  of  fairie 
Wi))  barpe  wif  pipe  and  Simpbony 
Dwelling*  in  fis  place  2006 


The  Cbiide  saide  so  mof  I  J>ee 

To  morowe  wil  I  meten  Jee 

Wban  I  baue  myn  Armnre  2009 

And  ^it*  I  bope  par  ma  faye 

fat*  poxi  sbalt*  wij  J)is  launcelay 

Abien  if  ful  sore  2012 

IT  Tborgb  Jj*  mawe 
Sbal  I  peice  jif  I  may 
Er  it*  be  fully  prime  of  day 
ffor  bere  fow  sbalt*  be  sclawe  2016 
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Sire  Thopas  drogti  a-bak  ful  fast*  ' 

This  GeauDf  at*  him  stones  cast* 

Out*  of  a  felle  staf  sclynge  ^019 

But*  faire  eskape|»  childl  thopa 

And  al  if  was  )»oig1i  goddes  gmce  .    [iMf  ns] 

And  ]>oig1i  his  faire  beringe  2022 

3if  listne])  lordes  to  my  tale 

Murier  ^an  ^  ny^tingale 

ffor  noMT  I  wil  30U  rowne  2025 

Howe  Sire  Thopas  wi^  sides  smale 

Prickinge  ouer  doune  ami  dale 

Is  come  a^ein  to  toune  2026 

His  mery  men  commaunded  he 

To  make  hym  ho]>  game  and  gle» 

ffor  nedes  mosf  he  ^^if  2031 

Wij)  oon  geaunf  vrif  hedes  J?re 

ffor  paramours  and  lolite 

Of  oon  |)af  shoon  ful  bri3t*  2034 

Do  come  he  seide  myn  menstralles 

And  geestours  for  to  telle  ys  tales 

Anon  in  myn  aimynge  2037 

Of  Romance  ^af  bene  reales 

Of  popes  and  of  cardynales 

And  eke  of  loue  likynge  2040 


)>ei  fatte  hyw*  first  fe  swete  wyne 
[ ■. 


2043 


no  gap  in  the  M8!\ 

And  licorice  and  eke  comyne 

WiJ)  sugre  J)at*  is  cree  2046 
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He  did  next*  his  white  leer 

Of  clo]>  of  lake  fyne  and  clere 

A  hreche  and  eke  a  sherte  2049 

And  nexf  his  sherf  an  aketofl 

And  ouer  )»af  an  haberiofi 

for  peercyng*  of  an  herte  2052 


And  ouer  ]>af  a  fyne  hawberk 

Was  al  ywroujf  of  Iwes  werk* 

fful  strouge  if  was  of  plate  2055 

And  ouer  ]>af  his  cote  armour 

As  white  as  is  ))e  lily  floui' 

In  which  he  wil  debate  2058 


His  sheeld  was  of  gold  so  rede 

A  ^r-iu  was  a  bores  hede 

A  charbocle  by  his  side  2061 

And  ^re  he  swore  on  ale  and  biede  \\mx  »8,bMkj 

Howe  )»at*  )»e  geannf  shal  be  dede 

Betide  whaf  bytide  2064 

His  laumbeuxe  were  of  ^quirboile  l»?  »jrfurboii«j^ 

His  sweerde  8chee)»  of  yuory 

His  hehne  of  laton  bri^f  2067 

His  sadel  was  of  Rowel  bone 

His  bridel  as  ^  sonne  shone 

Or  as  ^  moon  lijf  2070 

His  spere  was  of  fyne  Cipres 

That*  bode))  werre  <^  no  ^ng*  pees 

The  hede  ful  sharpe  ygrounde  2073 

His  stede  was  al  dapple  grey 

If  gof  an  aumble  by  fe  wey 

M  softftly  and  rounde  2076 
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IT  In  londe 
Loo  lopdys  myne  liere  is  a  fitte 
If  je  wil  eny  more  of  if 
To  teUe  if  wil  I  fonde  2080 


[FiUe  IL] 

Now  holde  ^oiire  moutH  for  charite 

£o))  kny^t*  and  lady  fire 

And  barkne])  to  my  spelle  2083 

Of  Batell  and  of  Chivalrie 

And  of  ladies  lone  draiye 

A  noon  I  wil  90U  telle  2086 

Men  speken  of  romances  of  price 

Of  horn  childe  and  of  ypotice 

Of  Befes  and  of  sire  gie  2089 

Of  Sy  le  boyx  and  Pleyndamowr 

But*  Bue  Thopace  be  here]>  )>e  floui^ 

Of  royal  chynalrie  2092 

His  good  stede  he  bystrode 

And  for))  vppon  bis  way  glode 

As  B^Kirke  ouf  of  pe  brond  2095 

Vpon  his  creesf  be  here  a  toui^ 

And  fer-Inne  stiked  a  lilye  flour 

God  sbilde  his  corps  fro  shonde  2098 

And  for  be  was  a  kny^f  auntrous 
He  nolde  sclepen  in  non  bous  / 

Buf  ligge  in  bis  bode  Pttfaar] 

His  bri^f  belme  was  bis  wonger« 
And  by  bym  baite  bis  deistrere 

Of  eerbes  fyne  and  good .  2104 
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Hym  self  drank  watere  of  pe  welle 

As  did  J)e  kny3t«  sire  percyvelle 

So  worjely  vnder  wede 

[ no  gap  in  the  MS,]  2108 


33  PrrWOnXH  489   (6-T.  198) 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


8IX-TKXT    199 
GBOUP  B.    §  9.    THOPAS-MBLIBB  LINK.    PetWOlth  MS. 


NO  more  of  ]>is  for  goddys  dygnite 
Quod  our  hoosf  for  ]>ou  makesf  me 
So  wery  of  fi  verrey  lewdenesse 

That*  also  wisly  god  my  soule  blesse  2112 

Myn  eeres  aken  of  ])i  drasty  speche 
Now  8uc!l  a  ryme  fe  deuel  I  byteche 
IT  This  may  wel  be  cleped  ryme  dogrel  quod  be 
Whi  so  quod  be  wbi  wilf  ]>ou  lette  me .  2116 

More  of  my  tale  ^an  an  o^er  man 
Si])  ])af  if  is  ^e  best*  ryme  ]>at<  I  can 
By  god  quod  be  for  pleynly  at*  a  worde 
Tbi  drasty  rymyng*  nys  naf  wor^  a  torde  2120 

Tbow  dosf  not*  ellis  but*  spendest*  tyme 
Sir6  atte  oon  worde  ]>ou  sbalf  no  lenger  lyme 
Laf  see  wber  ])ou  canst  tellen  oujf  in  geeste 
Or  ellis  in  prose  somewbaf  at*  ]>e  leest*  2124 

In  wbicbe  fer  be  somme  mertb  or  doctn'ne 
Gladly  quod  I  by  goddys  swete  pyne 
I  wil  30W  telle  a  litel  ])inge  in  prose 
]>at<  aujf  like  90U  as  I  suppose  2128 

Or  ellis  cartes  30  bene  to  daungerous 
If  is  a  moral  tale  yertuous 
Al  be  if  tolde  somtyme  in  sondry  wise 
Of  sondry  folk<  as  I  sbal  30U  devise  21 32 

As  fus  je  woote  ^af  euery  euawngeb'sf 
Thaf  tellen  vs  ^e  peyn  of  Ibe^u  crisf 
Ne  sei)»  al  )>ing  as  bis  felawe  doo]> 

Buf  na^eles  ber  sentence  is  all:  soo]) .  2136 

And  al  accorden  as  in  ber  sentence 
Al  be  per  in  ber  tellyng*  difiference 
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£for  somme  of  hem  seyn  more  and  somme  lease    p«arss7,  b«eii] 

Whan  fei  his  pitous  passioun  expresse  2140 

I  mene  of  mark*  mathewe  luke  and  lohn 

But*  doutelees  her  sentence  is  al  ofi 

Therfoze  lordynggs  al  I  30a  biseche 

jif  j?af  ^e  ]>enk*  I  yary  as  in  my  spech  2144 

As  ]>as  poM^e  ^at*  I  telle  somwhaf  more 

Of  prouerbes  ^af  ^e  han  herd  byfore 

Comprehended  in  ^is  liteli  tretys  here 

To  enforsen  yrip  ]>e  effecte  of  my  matera  2148 

And  JK>u3e  I  nof  ])e  same  wordes  say 

As  3e  han  herde  3it  to  30"  aH  I  pray 

Blame])  me  naf  for  in  my  sentence 

Shnl  3e  nowhere  fynde  difference  2152 

£&o  ^  sentence  of  ]>is  tretys  lite 

Aftere  |)e  which  ^is  meiy  tale  I  write 

And  ]>erfor  harkenejy  what*  I  shal  say 

And  laf  me  telle  al  my  tale  I  pray  2156 

IT  Here  ende))  ))e  tale  of  Sir  Thopas 

[No  break  in  the  MS.] 
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\ There  are  no  line-nnmlers  er  breaks  between  the  paragraphs  in 
the  MS.  T\fnthitt*s  breaks  are  kept  here  to  prerent  slight 
differences  in  the  Six  Texts  throwing  ovt  many  lines.  Some 
of  the  omissions  in  the  MS  are  supplied  from  the  print  of  the 
French  original  in  Le  Mteagier  de  Paris,  ed.  1847,  i.  186,  as  that 
prates  the  omissions  to  be  sueh.'] 

[Pdtcarth  MSy  on  leaf  227,  back.] 

And  here  bygnnej?  fe  tale  of  Melebiiu  &  prudence. 

[2157] 

A  Jong*  man  called  Mclebius  taj^ij  and  liche 
bjgate  vpon  his  wiff  J)at*  called  was  Prudence  a 
doughtei'  which  ]>af  called  was  Sophie. 
[2158]  Vpon  a  day  byfellef  fat*  he  for  his  disporte 
is  went*  into  \fe  feldes.  him  to  playf  [2159]  his  wif 
and  his  doughtere  he  haf  bylaff  in-wztA  his  hons .  of 
which  pe  doores  weren  fast*  shette.  [2160]  Ther  of  his 
olde  fooen  had  espied,  and  satten  ladders  to  ye  walles 
of  his  hous .  and  by  Jm  wyndowes  bene  entred .  [2 161]  and 
bete  his  wiff  and  wounded  his  donjtei'  wif  .v. 
mortal  woundes  in  .y.  sondry  places.  [2162]  This  is  to 
sayn  in  her  feete.  in  her  hondes.  in  her  eeres.  in  her 
nose .  and  in  her  mouf  e .  and  laften  hei^  for  dede .  aiul 
wenten  her  way 

[2163]  Whan  Melebius  retoumed  was  into  his 
hous  and  segh  al  fis  meschief.  Ho  like  a  mad  man 
reending*  his  clones  gan  to  wepe  and  crie . 

[2164]  IT  Prudence  his  wiff  as  ferforf  as  she  durst*. 
bysou3f  hym  of  his  weping*  for  to  stynf .  [2165]  but*  not* 
forfi .  he  gan  wepe  and  ciye  euere  lenger  pe  more . 

[2166]  This  noble  wif  prudence  remembred  hei*  vpon 
J)e  sentence  of  Ovide  in  his  booke  fat*  cleped  is  f *  remedy 
of  lone .  *  De  remedio  Amoris.  Where  as  he  seif .  [2167] 
He  is  a  foole  fat*  distroubef  f e  modere  to  weepe  in  fe  deef 
of  her  chiide .  til  she  haue  wepte  her  fnlle .  as  for  a  certeyn 
tyme.  [2168]  And  fan  shal  man  /  doon  his  dyligence  wif 
amyable    chere    hii*    to    recomforte    and    prei    hyi*    of 
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her  wepinge  forfco  stynf.  [2169]  ffor  which  roson  fis 
noble  wiff  Pnidence  sufi&ed  her  husbonde  forto  wepe 
and  crie  as  for  a  ccrteyn  space.  [2170]  IT  And  whan  she 
segh  her  tyme  she  saide  to  him  in  ^is  wise  IT  Alias  my 
lord  quod  she  whi  maken  }e  ^oui^  self  forto  [jsemhlcr  fol  f 
[2 1 71]  II  rCappartient  pas  d  sage  homme  de] 
maken  such  a  sorowe.  [2172]  ^oure  doujtere  with 
J)e  grace  of  god  shal  wanssh  and  scape.  [2173]  And  al 
were  is  so?  |)af  she  ri^f  nowe  were  dede.  je  ne  aujf 
not*  as  for  her  deth  jour  self  destroie.  [2174]  %  Senec* 
seij)  /  )>e  wise  man  shal  not*  take  to  gref  discomfort*  for 
^  dee])  of  his  children.  [2175]  ^^^  certes  he  shuld 
suffre  if  in  pacience  /  as  wel  as  he  abide])  ^e  dee]? 
of  his  owne  propre  persons . 

[2176]  IT  This  Melebius  answer^  anofl  and  sayde. 
What*  man  quod  he  shulde  of  his  weping*  stenf .  ])af  ha]> 
so  grete  a  cause  as  I  haue .  [2177]  .Ihe^u  our  lord  him  self 
wepte  for  ])e  dee])  of  lazarus  his  frende  ^  Qualiter  Jhosus 
christus  flenit  frofter  moiiem  Lazari .  [2178]  IT  Pru- 
dence answerde .  Certes  wel  I  woof  attempre  wepinge  is 
no  ])inge  defended  to  him  ^af  soroweful  is .  amonges  folk 
in  sorowe .  buf  if  is  rather  graunted  hym  to  wepe .  [2179] 
The  Appostel  paul  vnto  pe  Komayns.  Apostolna  a  Ro- 
manos  write^  .  Man  shal  reioyse  wi])  hem  ^af  maken  loie . 
and  wepe  with  suche  folk  as  wepen :  [2180]  Buf  fovL^e 
attempre  wepinge  be  graunted .  certes  outrage  wepinge  is 
defended.  [2 181]  IT  Mesure  of  wepinge  shulde  be  con- 
sidered aftere  fe  loor  J)af  teche])  vs  senec  [2182]  IT  Whan 
fat  fi  frende  is  dede  sei])  he .  laf  nof  ])ine  eyen  to  moisf 
bene  of  teeres .  commynge  to  ])ine  eyen .  laf  hem  nat  falle . 
[2183]  And  whan  ])owe  hasf  forgoon  ])i  freende.  Do 
diligence  to  geten  ano^er.  and  pia  is  more  wisdome 
^an  forto  wepe  for  ])i  frende  which  ])af  fow  hasf  lome . 
for  fer-in  nys  no  boote.  [2x84]  And  fer-fore  ^if  je 
goueme  90U  by  sapience .  putte  away  sorowe  from  joure 
hertes.     [2185]    Eemembre])    ])af    Ihe^t^    Sirak    sei^, 
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A  man  ^af  is  loious  and  glad  in  hert*  i1^  conaerae]^ 
hym  floTsahyng*  in  his  age  Buf  solj  soiowfiil  heif 
inake]»  his  bonys  drie.  [2186]  He  eei)»  eke  fas, 
faAf  soTowe  in  herff  8clee]>  fdl  mony  a  man.  [2187]  Sa- 
lomon aeipi  fskV  li^t^  as  motiiea  in  fe  shapes  fleess 
annoyen  to  pe  clo]>es.  and  ]»e  smale  wonnes  to  fe  tree. 
Bi3t^  so  aimoiej?  soiowe  to  f*  herie  [2188]  >Wlieifora 
ys  anjt*  as  wel  in  ^  dee]»  of*  oure  children  as  in  ^ 
losse  of  our  goodes  tempoieles  haue  pacience . 

[2189]  BemembreJ»  jowe  Tpon  pacient*  Job. 
Whan  he  had  losf  his  cbildere  and  his  temporeH  snb- 
staunce  and  in  his  body  endured  mony  a 
gieuoos  tribulaciojl  ^W  saide  he  ]>iis.  [2190]  Onr 
lords  ha^  [jene  it  me  /  our  lorde  ha^]  byraft*  it  me 
Ki^f  so  as  oar  lord  wolde  ri^f  so  is  if  done,  ybiessed 
be  ye  name  of  ooi'  loicl  [2x91]  IT  To  fiae  forseide 
^ingges  answered  Melebins  ynto  his  wif  Prudence 
Afi  ]>ise  wordes  quod  he  bene  trewe.  and  Jyerto  pro- 
fitable .  But*  trewly  myn  herf  is  troubled  soo .  wi^  ]ns  soiowe . 
so  grisly  fat  I  note  whaf  to  doon.  [2192J  Laf  calle 
quod  prudence  fi  trewe  frendes  alls,  and  ]»ine  lynage 
which  ]»af  bene  wise,  telle])  3our  caas  and  herkene^ 
whaf  fei  say  in  counsailinge  And  ^ou  gou^me  afteie  her 
sentence.  [2193]  Salomon  sei))  wirk  al  fi  ]»ing* 
by  cot»isail  and  fon  shalf  neuere  repent* 

[2194]  IT  Than  by  fe  counsaile  of  [his  wif  Pru- 
dence] [MellihSe  appeHa  movU  de]  folk*.  [2195]  as 
Sirurgyens.  Phisiciens,  olde  folk*  and  ^onge.  and  som 
of  his  olde  enemyes  reconsiled  as  by  her  oountenaunce 
to  his  loue  and  into  his  grace.  [2196]  And  pervrifal 
fer  commen  somme  of  his  nei3bouros  pat  didden  hisk 
xeuerence.  more  for  diede  ]7an  for  loue  as  if  happe^ 
oft*  [2197]  IT  Ther  commen  also  ful  mony  subtile  flaterers 
and  wise  aduocate^  lered  in  ^e  lawe . 

[2198]  And  whan  j?ise  folk*  to-gydeie  were  assembled  . 
this  Melebius  in  sorowful  wise  shewed  hem  his  caas  . 
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[2199]  And  by  )»e  manere  of  his  speche  if  semed 
j?at*  in  his  lierf  lie  bere  a  cruel  yre.  redy  to  do  venge- 
amice  vpon  bis  foon.  And  sodeynly  ))an  desired  ^af  ^e 
werr0  sbuld  bygynne  [2200]  But*  naj^elees  ^it*  axed  be 
ber  counsaile  ypon  J^is  matere ./  [2201]  IT  A  Sirargien  by 
licence  and  assent*  of  sucti  as  were  wise  vp  aroos  and  yn- 
to  melebius  saide  as  ^e  sbnl  bere 

[2202]  IT  Sir  quod  be  as  to  vs  Syrurgience  appentef 
faf  we  doo  to  euery  wigbt*  fe  best*  fat*  we  can  •  wber  as 
we  bene  wijbolden .  and  to  our  pacience  faf  wo  do  no 
damage.  [2203]  Wberfore  if  bappef  mony  tyme  and  off 
)»f  wban  l^af  twey  men  bad  enerich  wounded  of  ere  oon 
Siruigien  bele)>  bem  bofe .  [2204]  Wberfore  vnto 
our  arf  if  is  nof  appertenenf  to  norssbd  werre  ne  parties 
to  snpporte  /  [2205]  Buf  certes  as  to  ))e  waris8bing<.of 
^oure  dogbtere  al  be  if  so  ^af  sbe  perilously  be 
wounded  we  sbullen  do  so  ententif  bysynes  &o  day  to 
nygbf  Tbaf  wij>  ])e  grace  of  god  sbe  sbal  be  bool  and 
Bounde  as  sone  as  is  possible  [2206]  IT  Almosf  ri^f 
in  ^e  same  wise  pe  Pbisicien  answerd  saue  ]>af 
J)ei  seiden  a  fewe  woordes  moore.  [2207]  Tbaf  rijf 
as  maladies  ^bene  by  bura  contraries  saued  Ei3f  soo  sbal 
man  warissba  werra  by  yengeaunce.  [2208]  His  neigb- 
bours  ful  of  envie  bis  feyned  frendes  ])at  semeden 
reconsiled  bis  flaterers  [2209]  made  sembknf 
cf  wepinge  and  enpeiren  and  engreggen  mocbel  of  j?is 
matere  in  preising*  gretely  meleby  of  my^f .  of  power, 
of  Ricbesse  and  of  frendes .  Dispisinge  ^  power  of  bis 
aduersaries  /  [2210]  and  seiden  vttrely  ])af  be  anoon 
sbuld  wreke  bym .  on  bis  foes  and  bygynne  werre . 

[22x1]  IT  Vp  roos  ]>an  an  aduocate  ]>af  was  wise, 
by  leue  and  by  counsaile  of  o]>ere  ])af  were  wise,  and  saide . 
[2  2 1 2]  IT  LoTdingg6«  Je  nede  for  J>e  wbicb  we  bene  assembled 
in  j?i8  place  is  ful  beuy  ))inge.  and  a  grete  matere 
[2213]  by  cause  of  )ye  wronge  and  of  jfQ  wikkednesse  ])af 
htip  bene  doon .  and  eke  by  resofi  of  a  grete  damage  ])af 
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in  tyme  commyng*  is  possible  to  fallen,  for  pe  same. 
[2214]  and  eke  hj  resoii  of  ])e  grete  riches  and 
power*  of  fe  parties  boj?e.  [2215]  ffor  fe  wbic&  resona 
it*  were  a  ful  grete  pcrile  to  eiren  in  pia  mateie .  [2216] 
Wlierfore  melebius  fis  is  oure  sentence,  we  counsaiie 
3on  abouen  al  ))inge.  psX  n^if  anoon  ^e  do 
diligence  in  pe  kepinge  of  ^oure  propie  persone  in  such,  a 
wise  ])at*  ^e  ne  wante  noon  espie  ne  waccbe .  ^onre  body 
forto  saue .  [2217]  And  after  ^af  we  connsaUe  ^t*  in 
30ure  bous  36  sette  sufiQsanf  liamays.  so  J?af  yei  mowe 
as  wel  joure  body  as  jowr  hous  defende  [2218]  But  certes 
forto  moue  werre  .  or  sodeynly  to  doo  vengeannce 
we  mowe  not*  deme  in  so  litel  tyme  faf  were  profit- 
able [2219]  wherfore  we  axen  leisere  and  space  to  haue 
deliberaciofi  in  ^is  caas  to  deme.  [2220]  ffor  pQ  Comon 
prouerbe  eeip  pus.  He  j^af  sone  demej>  sone  shal 
repent*.  [2221]  And  eke  men  sayn  psif  pilk  Inge  is 
wis  ^at*  sone  vnderstonde])  a  matere.  and  luggej)  by 
leisere.  [2222]  ffor  al  be  it*  soo  fat*  taryinge  be  noyful. 
algate  it*  is  nat*  to  reprene  in  ^euynge  of  luggemenf  ne  in 
Yengeaunce  takinge  whan  it*  is  so  suffisannt*  and  resonable . 
[2223]  &  swed  oure  lorde  Iheiru  crist*  by  en- 
sample,  ffor  whan  pe  womman  fat*  was  taken  in 
avoutrie  /  was  broujt*  in  his  presence  to  knowen  what* 
shulde  be  doon  of  her  p«rsone.  al  be  it*  ]}at*  he  wist^ 
wel  him  self  what*  he  wold  answere  [toutesvoies  H  ne 
respondipas]  sodeynly .  but  he  wolde  haue  deliberaciofi.  And 
in  pe  grounde  he  wroot*  threse.  [2224]  and  by  piae 
causes  we  axe  deliberaciofi .  And  we  shul  ]>an  by 
grace  of  good  counsaiie  doo  finge  that*  shal  be 
profitable 

[2225]  %  Vp  sterten  fen  fe  ^onge  folk  at  onys 
^and  fe  moost*  partie  of  fat*  co/npanye  ban  scome  of  fis 
wise  olde  man  and  bygonnen  to  make  noyse  and  saide. 
[2226]  Ri3t*  soo  fe  while  fat*  yren  is  hoote.  men  sLuldo 
smy  te .  Ri3f  soo  shulil  men  wreken  her  harmes  and  wrogges . 
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J>e  while  fei  bene  firesshe  and  newe.  And  wij)  lowde  voice  fei 
criden  werre . 

[2227]  .Vp  roo8  Jjoo  oon  of  fise  olde  wise  and 
wij)  his  hondes  made  countenatince  ])af  men  shulde 
holden  hem  stille  and  ^euen  hym  audience.  [2 2 28 J 
IT  Lordingges  quod  he  ^er  is  ful  mony  a  man  /  ])af 
crien  werre  werre  fat*  woten  ful  litel  what*  werre 
amounted  .  [2229]  Werre  af  his  bygynnynge  haj)  so  grete 
an  entre  and  so  large  fat*  euery  wi^t*  may  entro 
whan  him  likef  and  li3tly  fynde  werre.  [2230]  But* 
certes  what*  ende  shal  falle  it*  is  nat*  lijt* 
to  knowe.  [2231]  ffor  sofoly  whan  fat*  werre  is  onys 
bygonne .  f  er  is  ful  mony  a  childe  vnborn  of  his  modere . 
fat*  steruen.  jonge  by  cause  of  filk  werre  or  ellys 
lye  in  swowe  and  dye  in  wrecchednesso.  [2232]  And 
ferfore  er  fat*  eny  werre  be  bygonne  f  men  most*  han 
grete  couwsaile  and  grete  deliberacion  [2233]  And  whan 
f is  olde  man  had  wende  to  enforsen  hiB  tale  by  resons . 
wel  nygh  aE  at  onys  bygonne  to  rise  forto  breken  his 
tale .  and  beden  hjm  ful  oft*  his  wordes  forto  abrigge . 
[2234]  ffor  sofly  he  fat*  prechef  to  hem  fat*  list* 
naf  here  his  wordes  his  sermon  availef  not*.  [2235] 
ffor  Ihesua  Sirak* .  seif .  fat*  musike  in  wepinge  is 
noyous  f  inge .  This  is  to  saien  as  moch  availef  to 
speke  to-fore  folk  to  which  his  speche  availl^f  not* .  as  it*  is 
to  synge  byfore  hym  fat*  wepef .  [2236]  And  whan  fis 
wise  man  segh  fat*  hym  wanted  audience  al  shamefast* 
he  sette  hym  doune  ageyne .  [2237]  ffor  Salomon  seif .  Ther 
as  fou  ne  maist*  not*  haue  audience,  enforce  fe  naf 
to  speke  [2238]  IT  I  se  wel  quod  fis  wise  man  fat*  fe 
comon  prouerbe  is  sof e .  fat*  good  counsaile 
whan   if  is  mosf  nede  availlef 

[2239]  IT  Jif  had  fis  Melebius  in  his  counsaile  moche 
folk*  f af  prively  in  his  eere  counsailed  hym  moche  f inge 
and  counsailed  hym  f  e  contrarye  in  general  audience 

[2240]    ^   Wha?*    Melebius    had    herd    fe   grettesf 
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partye  of  his  counsaile  were  acotded  ])at*  he  shuld  make 
werre.  Anofi  consented  to  her  counseiUinge  and  folij 
affermed  her  sentence  [2241]  IT  Than  dame  Prudence 
whan  J>af  she  seye  howe  ^at*  her  husbonde  shope 
forto  wreke  hym  on  his  foon  and  bygynne  werre.  she 
in  ful  vnble  wise  whan  she  segh  her  tyme  saide 
hym  pise  ^wordes  [2242]  IT  My  lord  quod  she  I  ^ow 
biseche  as  hertely  as  I  daxe  and  can  no  hast*  30U  naif  to 
fasf .  and  for  ati  guerdons  as  3ene  me  audience . 
[2243]  ffor  Pirus  Alfons.  sei^  ^us .  who  so  )»af  do)» 
pe  good  or  harme .  hast*  |>e  nat*  to  qwiten  if .  ffor 
in  pis  wise  ^i  frende  wil  abide  and  ^ine  enemye  shal 
pe  lenger  lyye  in  drede ./  [2244]  IT  The  prouerbe  seij) .  He 
haste])  wel  ]>af  wisely  can  abide .  And  in  wicked  haasf 
nys  no  profit* 

[2245]  ^  T^^  Meleby  answerd  to  his  wiff  Prudence 
I.  ptirpoos  not*  quod  he  to  wirken  afbei'  ^i  counsaile  ffor 
mony  causes  and  resons.  ffor  certes  euery  wi^t*  wolde 
holde  me  ^an  a  fooH  [2246]  IT  This  is  to  sayne  If  I 
for  ^i  counsailing*  wold  chaunge  ]>ingge8  ]>af  aren 
affermed  by  so  mony  wise  men.  [2247]  Sec- 
oundly  I  saye  Jat*  alle  wwwmen  bene  wicke.  and  non 
good  of  hem  aH .  for  of  a  thowsande  men  B&ip  Salomon 
.1.  foond  oon  good  man .  But  certes  of  alle  wommen  good 
woTTmian  fonde  I  neuer  on^.  [2248]  And  also  certys  3if  I 
gouemed  me  by  ])i  counsaille  it*  shuld  seme  p&if  I  had 
3eue  ])e  euere  pe  maistrie  as  god  forbede  ])af 
it*  so  were.  [2249]  ffor  Syrak  seiJ  fat*  if  J)e 
wif  haue  pe  maistrie  she  is  contrarious  [d  son  mary']. 
[2250]  And  Salomon  sei])  ^euere  in  ^i  lif  to  ^i 
wif  ne  to  ^i  childe  ne  to  |)i  frende  ne  jeue  no  power 
ouer  ]>i  self,  ffor  bettere  it*  were  )>at*  |)i  children  asken 
of  ])i  p^rsone  )>inge  ])at*  hem  nede])  ^an  ]>ou  sese 
j^i  self  in  pe  hondes  of  ^i  children  [2251]  IT  And  also  3if  I 
wolde  wyrk*  by  |»i  couwsaillinge .  Certes  my  counsaile 
most*  somtyme  be  secree .  til  it*  were  tyme  ))at*  it*  most*  be 
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knowe  and  fifl  ne  may  not*  be  [2252.  For  it  is  Tmtten, 
'pe  langelarie  of  wo^nmen  can  hide  ]>ingge8  ^at< 
j?ei  woote  noujt'  [2253]  Furthennore,  the  philosopher 
saithy  '  In  wicked  counsaille  wommen  venquissh  men ; ' 
and  for  these  reasons  I  ought  not  to  make  use  of  thy 
counsel     {See  I  2274,  2280,  p,  209,  210,  Mow.)] 

[2254]  IT  Dame  Prudence  fid  debonairly  and 
wi)>  grete  pacience  had  harde  att  ])af  her  husbonde 
liked  to  say.  |)an  axed  she  of  hym  licence  forto 
speke  and  saide  in  fis  wise.  [2255]  IT  My  lord  qtiod  she 
as  to  3oure  fursf  reson  certes  if  may  li^fly  be 
answerde.  for  I  say  fat*  if  nys  no  foly  to  chaunge 
counsaille  whan  |)e  f inge  is  chaunged .  ffor  ellis  whan 
])e  finge  seme])  o])er  wise  ]>an  if  was  byfom 
[2256  Apres,  je  dy  encores  plus,  car  se  tu  avoies 
promis  et  jur6  de  faire]  ^oure  empnse .  And 
na])elees  je  wayn  to  [per]foreme  filk*  same  empnse. 
by  iusf  cause .  Men  shuldl  nof  seyn  ])af  30  were 
a  Iyer  or  forsworne.  [2257]  ffor  fe  booke  seif  The 
while  man  makef  no  lesinge  f  whan  he  tume])  his  corage  to 
fe  bettei'.  [2258]  And  al  be  if  boo  ])af  joure  empnse  be 
establed  and  ordeyned  by  grete  multitude  of  folk.  3it 
ther  30U  nof  acomplise  ])ilk*  same  ordynaunce  buf  30U  like . 
[2259]  ffor  ]>e  trou)>e  of  j^ingges  and  fe  profite  bene 
ra)>er  founden .  in  fewe  ^  folk*  ]>af  bene  wise  and  ful  of 
resofi  fan  by  grete  multitude  of  folk*  ])er  euery  man 
crie])  and  clatere])  whaf  hym  likef .  Soo])ly  such 
multitude  nys  nof  honesf  [2260]  And  to  pe  secounde 
resofi  wher  as  30  seyn  j?af  wommen  bene  wicked, 
saue  joure  grace  Certes  30  dispise  aH  wommen  in  ]>i8 
wise .  and  [he]  ]>af  al  dispiseth  [al  displeseth] .  as  eeip  pe 
boke.  [2261]  And  Senec<  eeip,  Who-so  wil  haue  sapi- 
ence fihal  no  man  dispreise.  buf  he  shal  gladly  teche 
j?af  he  can.  wi]>[out]  presumpcioun  or  pride. 
[2262]  and  suche  ]>inge  as  he  nou^f  ne  can  he 
shal  nof  bene  ashamed  to  leme  hem  /  and  enquere  of  lasse 
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folk*  ^n  hym  self.  [2263]  And  )>at*  ^r  ba]>  bene 
ful  monj  good  wommen .  [Ten  7e  puet  prouver  legihremeni . 
[2264]  Premieremefdj  car  nostre  tkignetir  Ihesu-Crid,  ne 
se  fust  oncques  daignS  deseendre  en  femme]  ^if  alle 
wommen  bad  be  wikke.  [2265]  but*  for 
j?at*  grete  boonte  |>at<  is  in  wommen  f  our  lotde  Jhesus  crisf 
whan  he  was  risen  from  de]>e  to  lyf  appered  rspet  to  a 
womman  j?an  to  his  apostels.  [2266]  And  ^ouje 
^t  Salomon  say .  ^af  be  ne  fonde  neuer  no  good  womman  i 
If  folowef  nof  Jjerfore  fat*  alle  wommen  bene 
wikke.  [2267]  fPor  J^ou^e.  )>at*  he  ne  foonde  noon  good 
Certes  mony  an  o]>€re  man  ha))  fouude 
mony  a  womman  ful  good  and  trewe.  [2268]  Or  ellis 
p^rauenture  ye  entcnt*  of  Salomon  pis.  as  in 
souereyn  bounte  he  saide  no  womman.  [2269]  This  to 
sayn  paf  per  is  no  wi3f  }>af  hstp  souereyne  bounte 
sauf  god  allone .  as  he  hym  self  recorde])  in  his  euaun- 
gely .  [2270]  IFor  J>er  nys  no  creature  so  good  ))af  hym 
ne  wantef  somwhaf  of  J>e  perfeccioun  of  god  J)at*  is  bis 
[maker]  [2271]  f  Joure  iij.  resofi  is  Jjis.  je  seyne  pat*  if 
^e  gouemed  30U  by  counaaile  of  me  it*  sbulde  seme  Jaf  je 
bad  3eue  me  jfe  mai^trie  and  pe  lordsliip  Oaer  ^oure 
persofi .  [2272]  sue  saue  3oure  grace  f  if  is  nof  soo .  ffor 
jif  if  so  were  J>af  man  shulde  be  counsailed  buf  only 
of  hem  \>eA?  had  maistrie  and  lordship  ouer  his  persone . 
men  wold  naf  be  counsailled  so  off.  [2273]  IT  ffor  sofly 
pilk  man  ])af  axe)>  counsaile  of  a  purpoos.  3if  bap  he 
free  chois  wheper  he  wil  wirk*  by  J>af  counsaile  or 
noon.  [2274]  IT  And  as  to  ^oure  ferpe  resofi  per  as  je 
sayn  j?af  pe  langelarie  of  wommen  can  hide  pingges  paf 
pei  woote  nou3f  as  who  seip .  paf  a  womman  can  nof 
hide .  [2275]  Sire  Thise  woordes  bene  vnder- 
Btonde  of  wommen  paf  bene  laugelers  and  wicked 
[2276]  of  which  wo7nme  men  seiyfi  paf  pre  pingges 
dryuen  a  man  ouf  of  his  hous .  Thaf  is  to  seyn  Smoke . 
dropping*  of  Keyn/  and  wicked  wyues   [2277]  ^   ^^^ 
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8T1C&  womman  seitfi  Salomon .  j^at*  it  were  better  a  man  were 
in  desert*  by  hym  self .  ]?an  wij)  a  woTnman  at*  home  J^af  is 
riotours.  [2278]  And  Sire  by  joure  leue  ^faf  am  naf  I. 
[2279]  ffor  3e  haue  ful  oft*  assaied  my  grete  silence  and  my 
grete  pacience.  and  eke  how  wel  I  can  hiden  and  hele  fing^ 
)}at*  men  ou3ten  secrely  to  hyde  [2280]  IT  And  Bojilj  as  to 
joure  .y.  resoii.  where  as  ^e  sayn  ]>af  in  wicked  coun- 
saille  wommen  venqnissh  men  /  god  woote  J^ilk  is  no  reson 
in  no  stede .  [2281]  ffor  vnderstondeth  nowe .  }e 
axen  connsaile  forto  doo  wikkednesse .  [2282]  and  if  je  wiH 
wirk  wickednesse  and  ^oure  wiff  resti-eyn  filk 
wikkednesse  &  ouercomme]>  30U  by  reson  and  by 
good  connsaile  /  [2283]  certis  30ure  wiff  on3f  rafer  to  be 
preysed  fan  yblamed  [2284]  f  Thus  shuld  30  vnder- 
stonde  fe  philosophre  ]?af  saif .  In  wikked  connsaille 
wommen  yenqnyssh  her  husbondes  [2285]  ^^^  P^^ 
as  3e  blamen  aHe  wommen  and  her  resons  I  shal  shewe 
30U  by  mony  ensamples  faf  mony  a  womman  ha]) 
bene  ful  good  an  3if  bene,  and  her  connsaile  hoolsom 
and  profitable  [2286]  Eke  6om7ne  men  han  saide  ])af  ]?e 
counsail  of  wommen  is  ei]>er  do  dere  or  to 
litel  of  price  [2287]  But*  al  be  if  soo  fat*  ful  mony 
womman  is  badde  and  her  counsaile  vile  and  not*  wor)«  / 
3it*  han  men  founden  ful  mony  a- good  wo/nman  and  ful 
discrete  and  wise  in  counsailynge  [2288]  IT  Loo  lacobe  by 
counsaile  of  his  modere  Eebekka  wan  fe  benyson  of 
Isaak  his  fadere  and  pe  lordship  of  al  his  // 
[2289]  Iiidith  by  her  good  counsaille  delyuered  J?e  Cite  of 
Bethulye  in  which  she  dwelled  out*  of  fe  hondes  of 
Olyfemes  fat*  had  it*  bisechcd  and  wolde  if  destroye 
[2290]  abigaille  deliuercd  Nabell  her  husbondo  from 
dauid  fe  [roj/  qui  le  voloit  occire,  et  appaisa'] 
fe  kinge  by  her  witte  and  by  fe  good  counsail- 
inge  [2291]  IT  Hester  By  hure  good  consaile  enhaunsed 
gretly  fe  puple  of  god  in  fe  regne  of  Assuerus  .  The  kinge 
[2292]    and    fe    same  bunte    in  good    counsailynge   of 
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monj  a  good  womman  may  men  telle  /  [2293]  and  more- 
oner  whan  onr  lorde  had  create  Adam  our  forme  fadere 
he  saide  in  pis  wise  [2294]  ^  If  is  naf  good  to  be  a 
man  allone .  make  we  to  hym  an  helpe  8[e]mblable  to  him 
self  [2295]  IT  Here  may  je  see  ]?aif  ^if  womman 
were  naf  good  and  her  counsaile  good  and  profitable 
[2296]  Cure  lord  god  of  beuen  wolde  nei]>er  haue  wronjf 
hem .  ne  called  hem  helpe  of  man .  bnf  raj^er  confusion  to 
man.  [2297]  And  ]7af  seide  onys  a  clerk  in  twoo  Ters. 
Whaf  is  bette  pan  gold .  lasper .  And  whaf  is  better  ]nn 
laspe.  Wisdome.  [2298]  And  whaf  is  better  ^an 
wisdom  Womman.  and  whaf  is  better  ^an  good 
womman  no  ]>inge.  [2299]  And  sire  by  mony  opet 
resons  may  ^e  see  J^af  wommen  bene  good 
[et  leur  coneeil  bon]  and  profitable.  [2300]  And  ^erfore 
jif  je  wil  tresf  to  my  counsaile  I  shal  restore  jou 
^oure  doujtere  hool '  and  sounde .  [2301]  And  eke  I  wil  do 
to  )ou  so  moche  ^af  30  haue  honure  in  pia  caas 

[2302]  IT  Whan  meleby  harde  pe  wordes  of  his 
wiff*  Prudence  he  saide  ])U8.  [2303]  I  see  wel  ]»f  pe 
wordes  of  Salomon  bene  6o])e.  He  sei]?  ]>af  wordes  ^f 
bene  spoken  discretely  by  ordinaunce  .  bene  hony  combes 
for  ^ei  jeuen  swefnesse  to  pe  soule  and  hoolsonmesse 
to  pe  body  [2304]  And  wif  by  cause  of  ]>i  swete 
wordes  and  eke  for  I  haue  assaied  and  preued  ))i  grete 
sapience  and  ]>i  grete  trou]?e  I  wil  goueme  me  by  ]ii 
counsaile  in  al  J^inge 

[2305]  IT  Now  sire  quod  dame  prudence  and  sijKni  ^ 
vouche  sauf  to  be  gouemed  by  my  counsaile  I  wol 
enforme  jowe  howe  ^e  shul  goueme  ^oure  selfe  in  chesing* 
of  30ure  counsaile.  [2306]  ^e  shal  firsf  in  al  joure 
werkes  mekely  bysechen  to  pe  hi^e  god  ]?af  he  wil 
be  3oure  coimseilot^r  [2307]  and  shape^  as  to  6ue& 
entenf  ]>af  he  ^eue  30U  counsaile  and  comforte  as  tai^t* 
Thebye  his  sone.    [2308]  Af  al  tymes  ]h)w  shalf  blesso 
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god  and  piey  hjm  dresso  pi  waies.  and  loke  alle 
fi  comusailles  bene  in  hjm  for  euennore  [2309]  IT  Seinf 
lame  eke  saif .  If  eny  of  jowe  haue  nede  of  Sapience .  axe 
if  of  god.  [2310]  and  afterward  ]>an  shal  ^e  take 
connsaile  in  joure  self,  and  examyne  wel  ^o\ae  Jyon^t^  of 
8UC&  J^ingges  as  90U  ]>enke]?  J^af  is  besf  for  joure  profit*. 
[23 11]  And  ])an  shal  30  driue  from  ^oure  hert*  ]>oo 
]>af  bene  contrarious  to  good  counsayle .  [2312] 
]»at*  is  to  sayn  Ire .  Couetise  and  hastinesse . 

[2313]  ffiirsf  he  ]>af  aske]?  connsaile  of  hjm  self  certys 
he  mosf  bene  "wij^oaf  Ire .  for  many  causes  [2314] 
IT  pe  fursf  is  ^is.  He  ]>af  ha]>  grete  Ire  and  wre^e  in 
hy7/i  self  he  weue]?  alway  ]>af  he  may  doo  ^at*  he 
may  nat*  doo  [2315]  IT  And  secoundly  he  paAf  is  Irons 
and  wroth .  he  ne  may  naf  wel  deme .  [2316]  [and  he  ^at] 
may  naf  wel  [deme  may  nat  wel]  connsaile  [2317]  IT  The 
iij.  is  this  ])af  he  ])af  is  Irons  and  wro]?e  as  e&ip 
Senec<  ne  may  nat  speke  but*  blameful  l^ingges  /  [2318] 
and  wi])  his  vicious  wordes  he  stire])  o])er  folk*  to 
angre  and  to  Ire.  [2319]  And  eke  sir  30  most  dryue 
Coueitise  out*  of  ^oure  hert* .  [2320]  ffor  ^e  appostel  aeip 
])at*  Couetise  is  roote  of  alle  harmes.  [2321]  And  truste]) 
wel  ]>af  a  couetous  man  ne  can  naf  deme  [ne  tbinke] 
buf  only  to  fulfille  pe  eende  of  his  couetise  [2322]  and 
certes  ]»af  may  neuei'  ben  accompliced.  ffor  euer 
more  pQ  habundance  ^af  he  ha]?  of  Kicchesse  pe  more 
he  desiref .  [2323]  IT  And  sire  jou  mosf  also  dr}'ue  ^away 
from  joure  herf  hastynesse  [2324]  for  certes  ^e  may 
nof  deme  for  pe  besf  a  sodeyn  foujf  faf  falle^  in 
joure  herf.  IT  buf  ^e  mosf  aviso  jou  on  if  ful  off. 
[2325]  ffor  as  je  herde  he[re]-to-foni)  pe  comon  prouerbe .  If 
is  piB  pSLif  he  )>af  sone  deme]? .  sone  repente]? . 

[2326]  Sire  je  bene  nof  alway  in  like  disposiciofi 
[2327]  for  certes  some  ])inge  ]?af  seme]?  somtyme  to 
JOU  good  to  do.  Anoper  tyme  if  seme)?  to  30U 
^e  contrarie 
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[2328]  IT  Whan  30  han  taken  counsaile  in  joore  self  and 
so  han  demed  by  good  deliberacion  such  piogges  as  30a 
semed  besf  /  [2329]  y&n.  lede  I  30U  )>at*  ^e  kepe  it^ 
Secre  [2330]  Bywrey  naf  ^ouie  counsaile  to  no  persone . 
bnf  if  BO  be  ^at*  30  wenen  ]?at*  sikerly  pa.V  ))orgh  3oare 
bewraying*  30ure  condicioii  shal  be  pe  more 
profitable.  [2331]  ffor  Jhesus  Ciiak  sei|y .  nei]>ere  to  pi 
ffoo  ne  to  pi  freende  diskeuere  not*  ]?i  score  ne  ]?i  folye 
[2332]  for  ])ei  wil  3eue  pe  audience  and  lokinge  and 
supportacioii  in  ))i  presence  and  scome  pe  in  ]>ine 
absence  [2333]  IT  Anofer  clerk  seij?  )Mit  scarcely  shalf  ])ow 
fynden  eny  p^rsone  J?at*  may  kepe  counsaQe  secrely. 
[2334]  \>e  boke  saij? .  "Whilst*  J)at*  J>ou  kepest*  f  i  counsaile 
in  fine  herte  J>ou  kepest*  if  in  J?i  prison.  [2335]  And 
whan  povL  bywreyest  J)i  counsaOe  to  eny  wight*  he  holdef» 
pe  in  his  snare  [2336]  And  Jerfore  it*  is  better 
hide  fi  counsaile  in  fine  hert*.  fan  preien  hym  to 
whoom  30  han  bywreief  3our«  counsaile  fat*  he  wil  kcpeit 
if  clooce  and  stille  [2337]  IT  fifor  Senec*  saif.  K  so  be 
faf  ])ou  ne  may  fine  owne  counsaile  hide,  how 
maist  fou  preieji  eny  ofer  wi3f  f i  secree  counsaile  to 
kepe  [2338]  IT  Buf  nafelees  3if  fou  wene  sikerly  faf 
fi  bewrijTig*  of  fi  counsaile  to  a  pe^-sone  wil  make  fi 
condicion  stonden  in  a  better  plite .  fan  shalf  fou 
telle  him  fi  counsaile  in  fis  wise  [2339J  IT  ffiirat  fc;u 
shalf  make  no  semblanf  whedere  f  e  were  leuer  pees  or 
werre.  or  fis  or  faf.  ne  schewe  h}Tn  nof  fi  wille  and 
fine  entenf .  [2340]  ffor  tresf  wel  faf  comonly  fise 
counsailours  bene  flaterers  [2341]  and  namely fe  counseilours 
of  grete  lordys .  [2342]  tfor  f ei  enformen  hem  alway 
raf er  to  speke  plesannf  wordys  enclynynge  to  f e  lordes 
lusf  fan  woordes  faf  bene  trewe  and  profitable  [2343]  IT  And 
f erfore  men  sayne  faf  f e  riche  man  haf  seelden  good  coun- 
saile .  buf  3if  he  haue  it  of  hym  self*  [2344]  And  aftere  faf 
fow  shalt  considere  fi  frendes  and  fine  enemyes. 
[2345]   and  as    touchinge    fi    freendes    fou    slialt    eon- 
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sidere  IF  whicli  of  hem  bene  most*  fei]?faH.  and  most 
wyse  a7id  eldest*  'and  mosf  approued  in  counseilljmge  / 
[2346]  of  hem  shalt*  J>owe  axe  J?i  counsailo  as  fe 
caas  require)) 

[2347]  I  say  nof  fursf  je  shul  clepe  to  joure  coun- 
saile  30ure  frendes  faf  bene  trewe  [2348]  IT  ffor  Salomon 
sei]?.  ])at*  ri3t<  as  )>o  herf  of  a  man  delite])  in  Sauot^r 
pat*  is  swete.  ri^f  so  pe  counsaile  of  trewe  frendes 
^euep  8wet*nesse  to  pe  sovrle .  [2349]  He  sei)>  also  pat  per 
may  no  ping*  be  likned  to  pe  trewe  fi^nde.  [2350]  ffor 
certes  gold  ne  siluer  bene  nof  so  mocH  worp  as  pe 
good  wille  of  a  trewe  frende.  [2351]  IT  And  eke  he  saip 
paf  a  trewe  frende  is  a  grete  defence  /  who  so  pat* 
it*  fyndep .  certis  he  fyndep  a  grete  tresoure . 
[2352]  Than  shul  je  eke  considere  if  pat*  joure 
trewe  frendes  bene  discrete  and  wise,  for  pe  boke 
seip  Aske  alway  pi  counsaile  of  hem  pat*  bene  wise. 
[2353]  And  by  pis  same  reson  shulde  ^e  clepen  to  ^ome 
counsaile  of  30ur6  frendys  pat*  bene  of  age  su(£  as  ban 
sayn  mo(£  and  bene  expert*  in  mony  pingges  and  bene 
approued  in  counsailinge .  [2354]  ffor  pe  boke  seij> 
pat*  in  olde  men  is  pe  sapience  [et  en  moult  de  temps 
est  prudence\  [2355]  IT  And  Tullius  saip  pat*  grete 
pingges  ne  ben  not*  accomplised  by  strenghf  ne  by 
delyuernesse  of  body  but*  by  good  counsaile  By  auctorite 
of  persones  and  be  science  pe  which  iij.  pinges  ne 
bene  nof  feble  by  age  buf  certes  pei  cnforsen  and  en- 
cresen  day  by  day .  [2356]  And  pan  shal  je  kepe 
pis  for  a  general  rewle  IF  ffursf  shal  30  kepe  to  ^oure 
counsaile  a  fewe  of  joure  firendes  paf  especial  bene 
[2357]  ffor  Salomon  seip  Mony  frendes  haue  powe 
buf  among  a  thousand!  chese  pe  oon  to  be  pi  counseil- 
OMr .  '[2358]  ffor  al  be  if  soo  paf  powe  fursf  ne  telle  pi 
counsaile  buf  to  a  fewe .  pou  maisf  afterward  telle  if  to 
more  folk",  jif  if  be  nede.  [2359]  Buf  loke  alway  paf  pi 
counsailers  haue  pilk  thre  condiciot^ns  }}af  I  haue  saide 
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byfore.  ])at*  is  to  say  ]7at*  ]>ei  bene  tiewe  and  wise  and 
of  oWq  expmence .  [2360]  and  wirk*  not*  alway  in  euery 
nede  by  oon  counsailere  alloii.  for  some  if  byboue^ 
be  counsailed  by  mony  [2361]  IT  fibr  Salomon  sei]^ 
[salvation]  of  ]>ingges  f  is  wher  per  bene  mony 
counselours 

[2362]  IT  Nowe  seef  whaf  I  haue  tolde  jou  of  which  folk* 
je  sbulcB  be  coimsailed.  Now  wil  I  telle  jou  wbicfi 
cou72saile  je  au^f  eschewe  [2363]  IT  ffiisf  30  shul  eschewe 
]>e  counsaile  of  foolis.  So  sei]»  Salomon.  Take  no  coun- 
saile  of  a  foole  ffor  he  can  no  counsaile.  buf  afteie  his 
owne  affeccioli  [2364]  IT  The  boke  8ai|y.  ])af  ^e 
proprete  of  a  fool  is  ^is.  He  troweth  lijtly  harme 
of  euery  wijf .  and  li3tly  trowe|y  all  bounte  ^in  hym 
self*  [2365]  Thow  eke  shal  eschewe  J)e  Coiinsaillynge 
of  aH  flateiers  suche  as  enfoisen  hem  ra]?er  to  preise 
pe  ^ersone  by  flaterye  ]>an  forto  telle  30U  ]?e  so]>- 
fastnesse  of  ^ingges ./ 

[2366]  IT  Therfore  TuUius  seij?  IT  Amonge  alle  Jw 
pestilences  ]>af  ben  in  frendship  pe  grettesf  is 
flflatery.  And  J>erfore  is  moor  nede.  pat  ^owe  eschewe 
and  drede  and  flee  from  pe  swete  wordes  of  flaterers  pan  of 
enjoper  puple  [2367]  IT  The  booke  sei]) .  Thow  shalf  raj^er 
drede  and  fflee  from  pe  swete  wordes  of  flaterers  and  preisers 
])an  fro  pe  eger  wordes  of  ^i  &ende  |yat*  sai))  pe  ^i  so))es.  [2368] 
IT  Salomon  sei)>  f  That*  ]>e  wordes  of  a  flaterer  is  a  snare 
to  cacchen  innocentes  wi]?e .  [2369]  He  Beip  also  ]>at*  he 
]>af  speke])  to  his  freende.  wordes  of  swetnesse  and  of 
plesaunce  sette])  a  netf  byfore  his  foote  to  cacchen  him 
[2370]  And  ferfore  seij>  Tullius  H  Encline  naf  fine 
ceres  to  fllaterers.  ne  take  no  counsaile  to  wordes  of 
fflatery  [2371]  And  Caton  seij  IT  Auise  pe  wel  and 
eschewe  wordes  of  swetnesse  and  of  plesaunce . 
[2372]  And  eke  fou  shaJf  eschwe  pQ  counsaile  of 
pine  olde  enemyes  [qui  sont  reconcilicSj  [2373] 
car  U   est   eecript :    nul   ne   refoume  eeurement    en   la 
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grdce  de  son  ennemy.]  [2374]  IT  And  Isope  seij?.  Ne 
tresf  nof  to  hem  to  J?e  whicfi  J?ow  hast*  hadde  somtyme  werre 
or  onemyte.  ne  telle  not*  hem  fi  coimsailo  [2375]  IT  And 
eenec*  telle))  •  fe  cause  whi  *  it*  may  nat*  be.  He  self 
where  Jjaf  grete  fuyre  haj?  longe  endured .  J?at* 
jjer  dwelle)>  somme  vapour  of  wannnesse  [2376]  IT  And . 
J?erfore  seij  Salomon ./  In  fine  olde  foo  treat*  neuere . 
[2377]  ffor  sikerly  fou^e  J?ine  enemye  be  reconsiled 
and  make]?  fe  chere  of  humilite.  and  lowte]?  to  ]?e 
his  hede.  ne  trust*  him  neuere.  [2378]  for  certes 
he  make])  ]>ilk  fayned  humilite  more  for  his  profite 
fan  for  eny  loue.  of  fi  persone.  [afin  quHl  puisse 
avoir  victoire  de  toi\  by  swich  feyned  cownten- 
at^nce.  fe  which  victory  he  my3t*  not*  haue  wif  stryf 
or  werre  [2379]  IT  And  Peter  Alfons  seif  IT  Make  noon 
felawship  wif  fine  olde  enemyes .  for  ^if  fowe  doo  hem 
bounte.  pei  wil  peruerten  it*  into  wykkednesse 
[2380]  IT  And  eke  fou  most*  eschwe  fe  counsaile  of  ham 
fat*  befl  f i  8e[r]uauntes .  and  beren  fe  grete  reuerence .  for 
perauenture  fei  sayfi  if  more  for  drede  fan  for  loue 
[2381]  IT  And  ferfore  seif  a  Philosophre  in  fis 
wisef  Ther  nys  no  wi3f  perfitly  trwe  to  hym  fat*  he  to 
fore  dredef  [2382]  IT  And  Tullius  saif  IT  Ther  is  noo 
my3t*  80  grete  of  noon  Emperour  that*  longe  may  endure 
but*  jif  he  haue  more  loue  of  fe  puple  fan  drede 
[2383]  %  Thow  shalt*  also  e[s]cheu  f  e  counsaillynge  of  folk 
fat*  bene  dronklewe.  for  fei  ne  can  no  counsaile  hide 
[2384]  IT  ffor  Salomon  seif  IT  Ther  is  no  counsaile  fer  as 
regnef  dronknesse  [2385]  IT  Je  shul  also  haue  in  suspecte 
fe  counsaile  of  such  folk*  .  as  counsaile  3owe 
prively.  oon .  'and  fe  contrarie  openly  [2386] 
ffor  Cassiodorie  self./  That*  if  is  a  manere  8clei3f  to 
hindere .  whan  he  sweweth  to  doon  oon  f  inge  openly  and 
werkef  fe  contrarie  prively  [2387]  IT  Thow  shalf  also 
haue  in  suspecte  the  counsailing*  wif  wickef  folke  ffor  f  6 
bolLe  saif  The  couTzsailynge  of  wicked  folk*  is  alway  ful 
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of  fraude  [2388]   And  dauid  sei]?  Blessed  is   \fSLif  man 

faf  haf  not*  folowed  J>e  counsaiUing*  of  wikked  men  or 

sclirewen  [2389]  IT  Thow  shalf  also  eschewe  fe  counsaile 

of  jonge  folk* .  for  her  counsaile  is  not*  ripe 

[2390]  IT  Now  Sire  sif  I  haue  sliewde  jou  of  sucb 
folk*  30  shuld  take  ^ouie  counsaille  And  of  wnicti  folk*  }e 
shul  take  ^ouie  counsaile.  and  of  which  folk*  le  shol 
folowe  pe  counsaille  [2391]  IT  Now  shal  I  telle  jou  ho  we  je 
shul  examyne  jouie  counsaile .  aftei'  ^e  doctrine  of  Tullius 

[2392]    in    examynynge.    fan    of    joure    counseillour . 

3e  shul  considere  mony  ]?ingges  [2393]  IT  Al]»er  furst*  30 

shul  considere  paif  in   pUk  pinge  J^at*  ]>owe  pioposest. 

and  vppon  what*  J?inge  jjow  wolt*  haue  counsaille  ^af  verrey 

trou]?e  he  saide  and  considered.   This   is  to  sayn   telle 

trewly  ^i  tale.    [2394]    for  he   fat*  seij  fals   may  not" 

wel  he  counsailed  in  Jjat*  tale  [in  which  he  lyeth]  [2395] 

And    aftei'  This  |>ou  shalf  considere    ]>oo    jyingges   pai^ 

accorden  to  J?at*  J>ou  purposest  forto  doo  hy  j)i  coonsail- 

lours.   3if  reson.   accorde   J?erto.   [2396]   &   eke    jif   Ji 

myght*  may  atteyne  J?erto .  And  ^if  f  e  more  party  and  J)e 

better    part*    of    ))i    counsailours    accorde   ]>erto   anoon. 

[2397]    ]7an  shalt*   po\i    considere    ptxV    ])inge    psiif    shal 

folowe     of     J?at*     counsailleng* .      as .     pees .      werr© . 

grace,    profite    or    damage    and    mony    o]7er    ]»ingge8. 

[2398J    [et   en   toufes   cea   chosea]   ]?ow  shalf    chese    p^ 

besf      and      wayue      alt      ojer.      [2399]      %      Than 

shalf  J)ow  considere  of  whaf  roote  is  engendred  ^i  matere 

of  p\  counsaile  and  whatf  fruyte  may  he  conseyued  and 

engendred  ))or-of  [2400]  %  Thow  shalf  also  considere  n&  ]»ise 

cases    from   whannes    pQ\    bene   sprongen    [2401]    And 

whan  3e  han  examyned  joure  counsaille  as  I  haue  saide . 

which    parte    is    pQ    better    and-    more    profitable    and 

haue  approued  if  by  mony  wise  folk*  and  eelde .  [2402] 

Than  shalf  ]?ow  considere  if  ]?ow  maisf  p^orme  if  and 

make   of   if  a  good  ende.    [2403]    ffor  resofl  wil  not* 

])af  eny  man  shuld  bygynne  a  ]>inge  buf  3if  he  myghf 

pe}-forme  if  as  hym  lest  or  aujf  [2404]  Ne  no  wi)f  shuld 
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take  vpon  him  so  heuy  a  charge  J)af  he  my^f  not*  here 
it*.  [2405]  ffor  fe  prouerbe  seij?.  He  fat*  to  nioche 
embraisethf  destrajne])  litel  *  [2406]  And  Caton  ssiip 
IT  Afsaie  to  doo  8uc&  f ingges  as  ])ow  hast  pouer  to  doo . 
lest*  fat*  fi  charge  oppresse  fe  so  soor  fat*  fe 
byhouej)  to  wayue.  finge  fat*  fon  hasf  bygonne 
[2407]  IT  And  jif  so  be  ^fat*  fowe  be  in  doute  whedere  fou 
maist*  p^rforme  a  finge  or  noon,  chese  rafer  to  suf&e 
fan  bygynne  [2408]  And  Petnu  Alfons  /  saif  f  If 
fou  hasf  myght*  to  done  a  fingo  of  'whicK  fe  most* 
repent*,  it*  is  bettere  nay  fan  300.  [2409]  This  is 
to  sayn  fat*  fe  is  bettere  to  holde  fi  tunge  stille.  fan 
forto  speke.  [2410]  Tlian  may  je  vnderstonde  by 
strenger  resons.  fat*  jif  fou  hast*  powere  to  perfourme  a 
warke  of  which  fon  shalf  repent*,  fan  is  it*  bett^ 
fat*  fowe  suffre  fan  bygynne  [241 1]  IT  Wei  sayne  fei  fat» 
defenden  euery  wi3t*  to  assay  a  fing*  of  which  he  is 
in  doute  whedere  he  may  performe  it*  or  noon.  [2412] 
And  after  whan  30  ban  examyned  3oure  counsaile  as  I 
haue  saide  bifom.  and  knowen  wel  3e  may  per- 
fourme  30ure  emprise .  conforme  if  fan  sadly  til  if  be  af 
an  eendf 

[241 3  J  IT  No  we  is  if  reson  and  tyme.  faf  I  shewe 
when  and  wherfore  faf  30  may  chaunge  30ure  counsail- 
lours  wif-ouf  repreef*  [2414]  IT  Sofely  a  man 
may  change  his  counsaille .  and  his  purpoos  if  f  e  cause 
sesef.  or  whan  a  newe  cause  byndef .  [2415]  ffor  fe 
lawe  seif  faf  vpon  fingges  faf  newly  betiden  byhouef 
newe  consaille.  [2416]  And  Senec  self  /  3if  fi  counsaile 
be  common  to  f e  eeres  of  myfi  enemyef  chaunge  fi  counsaille 
[2417]  IT  Thow  maisf  also  chaunge  fi  counsaille.  3if  so 
be  faf  fou  fynde  faf  by  errour  or  by  ofer 
cause  harme  or  damage  may  be-tide  [2418]  IT  Aiso  3if  fi 
counsaille  be  dishonest .  or  ellis  commef  of  dishonesf  cause 
chaunge  fi  (^onsaiLle  [2419]  ffor  fe  lawes  sayn  *  faf 
al   byheestes  faf  bene  dishonesf  bene  of  no  yalewe. 
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[2420]  And  eke  ^if  it*  so  be  J>af  if  be  inpossible  or  may 
not*  goodly  be  performed  or  kept*. 

[2421]  And  take  J?is  for  a  general  rewle  fat*  eueiy 
connsaile  f&V  is  afifermed  so  strongly  ]>af  if  may  naf  be 
chaunged  for  no  condiciofi  J?af  may  be-tide  I  saye  paV 
])ilk*  connsayle  is  wikked 

[2422]  IT  This  Melcbius  whan  be  had  herde  fis  doctrine 
of  his  wiff  Dame  Prudence;  Answerde  in  fla  wise. 
[2423]  f  Dame  quod  he  as  jif  into  fis  tyme  30 
ban  wel  and  connably  tanjf  me.  as  in  generaS  howe  I 
shal  goiieme  as  in  chesinge  and  in  wi]?holding* 
of  my  counsaiUours  [2424]  Buf  nowe  wolde  I  fayn  faf 
90  wolden  condescenden  in  especiaii.  [2425]  and  tel  me 
howe  like]?,  or  whaf  seme))  jowe  by  our  counsaiUours 
J)af  we  haue  chosen  in  our  presenf  nede 

[2426]  IT  My  lord  quod  she  I  biseche  ^owe  in  alle  hum- 
blesse  f  af  ^e  wil  nof  wilfully  replie  ajoinsf  my  resons  / 
and  mystemper  naf  30UT  heif  J^ouje  I  ^say  or  speke  ])inge  ]}af 
jou  displese)} .  [2427]  ffor  god  woote  ]?af  as  ))af  as  in  myn 
entenf  T  speke  if  for  joure  besf  for  joure  honure  and  joure 
profite.  [2428]  and  sofly.  I  hope  faf  joure  be- 
nig*nit6  wil  taken  in  pacience.  [2429]  Treste]?  me 
wel  quod  she  ]7an  f  af  ^oure  counsaille  as  in  f  is  caas  ne  shuld 
naf  as  forto  speke  proprely .  be  called  a  consaillinge .  buf  a 
mocion  or  mouynge  of  foly.  [2430]  in  which  counsaille 
30  ban  erred  [en  motUi  de  manihres] 

[2431]  [Premihrementy  tu  as  erre]  in  Jje  assem- 
blyng*  of  joure  counsaillers .  [2432]  fFor  je  shuld  fiisf 
haue  cleped  a  fewe  folk*  [et  puis  aprks  plusieurs] 
jif  if  had  bene  nede.  [2433]  Buf  certes  ^e 
ban  sodeynly  cleped  to  joure  counsaille  a  grete 
multitude  of  puple .  fful  chargeanf  and  ful  noyous  forto 
here  [2434]  Also  je  ban  erred,  for  fere  as  je 
shuld  oonly  haue  cleped  to  joure  counsaille  joure 
trewe  freendes  olde  and  wise  [2435]  3®  I^avlq  ycleped 
straunge  folk*,   jonge  folk*,   fak  flaterers  and  enemyes 
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leconsiled  and  folk*  ]>at*  done  jou  leueience  witJionf^ 
loue  [2436]  IT  Also  30  haue  erred,  for  je  -haue 
broujf  yvip  30U  to  ^oure  counsaille.  Ire.  Coueityse. 
and  hastynesse  [2437]  fe  "wliicll  fie  finggea  [sonf 
contrav'es  a  conseilf  et]  [2438]  je  han  nof 
avyncesed  or  destroyed  hewi  /  neiper  in  joure 
self  ne  in  joure  counsaillouis  as  30  ou^t  [2439] 
IT  3^  haue  erred  also  for  je  han  shewed  to  joure 
coonsailers  joure  talent*  and  joure  affection  to  make 
werre  anoon  and  forto  do  vengeance.  [2440]  fei  han 
espied  by  joure  lYordes  to  what*  jjing*  je  bene  endined. 
[2441]  &  )>erfore  han  pei  counsailled  jou  ra]7er  to 
joure  talenf  ]?an  to  joure  prophete  [2442]  IT  ^e  haue  erred 
also .  £for  it  semed  ]?af  jou  suffised  to  haue  bene  coun- 
sailled by  piae  counsailloures  oonly  &  vrith  ^af  litel  avice ./ 
[2443]  Where  as  in  so  grete  and  so  highe  a  nede  it*  had 
ben  necessarie  moo  counsaillours  and  more  deliberaciofi  to 
performe  joure  emprise  [2444]  IT  je  haue  erred  also,  for 
je  haue  nat*  examened  joure  counsaile  in  pe  forseide 
matere  ne  in  dwe  manere .  as  pe  cace  require])  [2445]  IT  je 
han  erred  also  for  je  han  maked  no  dyuysion  bytwix 
joure  counsaiUours .  ))is  is  to  sayii  bytwix  joure 
frendes  &  joure  fayned  counsaillours  [2446]  ne  je  han 
nof  knowe  pe  wille  of  joure  trewe  frendes .  olde  and  wise 
[2447]  But"  je  han  cast*  aH  her  wordes  in  an  hochepote 
and  endyned  joure  herte  to  pe  more  .parte  and  to  pe 
gretter  nombre  and  fer  by  je  condescended.  [2448] 
And  Bip  je  wote  wele  ^at*  men  shal  fynde  a 
gretter  multitude  of  fooles  J?an  of  wise  men .  [2449]  and 
perioT  pe  counsaillours  p&if  ben  at  congregacions  and  mul- 
titudes of  folk*  ^T  as  men  take  more  reward  to  pe 
nombre  fan  to  pe  sapience  of  persones  [2450]  IT  Je  se  wel 
fat*  ^in  such  counsaillynggetf  fooles  haue  J>e  maistrie  [2451] 
.Melebius  answerd  ageyn  and  saide  IT  I  graunte  wel  fat* 
I  haue  erred.  [2452]  but*  fer  as  fowe  saist*  me  here 
bifore  fat*  he  nys  nat*  to  blame  fat*  chaungef  his  coun- 
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saillours  in  certeyn  coses  and  for  corteyii)  iusf  causes 
[2453]  I  am  al  redy  to  chaunge  my  counsailours  rijf 
as  J?owe  wolf  devise  [2454]  IT  The  prouerbe  seijj.  J)af 
forto  do  synne  is  mannyssti  But  certes  forto  p^rseuere 
longe  in  synne  is  werke  of  pe  deueii 

[2455]  IT  To  fis  sentence  anoon  answered  dame  pru- 
dence and  saide  [2456]  Examyne))  quod  fan  she  jouie  coun- 
saile.  and  lat  vs  see  whiche  of  hem  ha]?  spoken 
moost*  resonable  •&  taughf  30U  besf  counsaile.  [2457] 
And  for  as  moche  as  ]>at*  fe  examynaciofi  is  necessarie 
laf  Ys  bygynne  at*  Cirurgiens  and  at*  p&  phisicience  ]7af 
furst*  speken  iu  pia  matere.  [2458]  I  say  30U  psif  pQ 
Cirurgiens  and  pe  phisiciens  haue  seiden  30U  in  ^oure  coun- 
saile discretly  as  hem  au^te.  [2459]  ^^<^  ^^  ^^^  speche 
seiden  ful  wisely  as  to  ]>e  office  ]7af  hem  appeute]?  to 
done  to  euery  wighf  honoure  and  profite  and  no  wijf 
to  anoye  [2460]  and  aftere  her  craft*  to  doon  grete  diligence 
vnto  pe  cure  of  hem  which  ]7at*  ])ei  han  in  gou67-n- 
at^nce.  [2461]  And  sii^  rijf  as  ])ei  han  answered 
wisely  and  discretely  [2462]  ri3t  so  rede  I  ]>af  J)ei 
bene  heghly  and  souereynly  guerdoned  for  her  noble 
speche.  [2463]  and  eke  for  ]?ei  shuld  do  pe  more 
ententif  bysynes  in  pe  Curacioft  of  joure  doujtei'  / 
[2464]  ffor  al  be  it*  soo  J^at*  ]>ei  bene  ^oure  freendcs 
Jjerfore  shal  je  not*  suffre  fat*  fei  serue  90U  for 
noujt*  [2465]  But*  3e  au3t*  pe  rajier  to  gerdone  hem  and 
shewe  hem  jour  largesse .  [2466]  And  as  tochinge  pe 
p7*opo8iciofi  pe  which  pe  phisiciens  encresden  in  ])is 
caas.  ]>iB  is  to  sayn  [2467]  )>at*  in  maladies,  fat*  oon 
contrarief  is  warshed  by  anofer  contrarie  [2468]  .1 
wold  fayn  knowe  how  f  ei  ynderstonde  f  ilk*  text*  And 
what*  is  her  sentence  [2469]  IT  Certes  quod  Melebius 
vnderstonden  it*  in  pia  wise .  [2470]  fat*  rijt*  as  f ei  han 
[m!(ont)  fait  un  eontraire,  que  je  leur  face  un  autre^ 
[2471]  et  pour  ce  quails  (se)  sont]  venged  ham  on  me  and 
done  me  wronge  Rijt*  so  shal  I  venge  me  vpon  hem. 
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and  done  hem  wronge  [2472]  and  ]>an  haue  I  cured  oon 
contrary  by  a  nofer 

[2473]  IT  lo  lo  quod  dame  Prudence,  how  li^tly  is 
euery  man  enclyned  to  his  owne  desire  and  to  his  awne 
plesaunce  [2474]  Certes  qiiod  she.  wordes  of  ]?e 
phisiciens  ne  shulden  nat*  haue  bone  vnderstonden  in  J^is 
wise.  [2475]  ^^^  certys  wikkednesse  is  naf  contrarie 
to  wicknesse .  ne  vengeance  to  vengeaunce .  ne  wrong* 
to  wronge.  but*  fei  bene  semblable  [2476]  and  Jier- 
for  on  vengeawnce  is  nof  warisshed  by  anojjcr  venge- 
aunce.  ne  oon  wrong*  by  a  noJ?er  *  wronge.  [2477]  but* 
euer-ych  of  hem  encrese)>  and .  angre]>  and  gregge])  o^er . 
[2478]  But  certes  fe  wordes  of  ^e  pliisicieii  shuld  ben 
vnderstonden  in  fis  wise .  [2479]  ffor  goodnesse  and  wikked- 
nesse ben  two  contraries  and  pees  and  werre  and  venge- 
aunce  and  su£&ance .  discord!  and  accorde  and  mony 
o]?er  ]?ingges.  [2480]  But*  certes  wikkednesse  shal  be 
warsshed  by  goodnesse .  discorcJ  by  accord .  werre  by  pees  - 
and  so  for^  of  oJ?er  J)ingges .  [248 1]  And  also  to  hem  accordej) 
[saint  Pot]  fe  appostel  in  mony  places  [2482]  He 
sei]? .  ne  jelde]?  nou3t*  harme  for  harme  ne  wikked  speche 
for  wikked  speche .  [2483]  but*  doj?  wel  to  hem  J?af  don 
30U  harme .  and  blesse  hem  ])af  sayn  to  ^e  harme  [2484] 
and  in  mony  o^er  places  he  amoneste])  pees  and 
accorde .  [2485]  IT  But*  now  wil  I  speke  to  jou  of  J)e  coun- 
saile  which  ])at*  was  3euen  to  30U  by  pe  men  of  lawe 
and  ))e  wise  folk*  [2486]  ^af  seiden  aH  by  oon  acorde 
as  30  ban  herd  bifore .  [2487]  That*  ouer  alle  ]?ingges  30 
shal  do  30ure  diligence  to  kepo  30ttre  persones  and 
to  wamestore  joure  hous  [2488]  and  saiden  also,  ^af 
in  fis  30  ou3f  forto  worchen  ful  wisely  and  bisily  and 
wij?  grete  delibcracion  [2489]  And  sire  as  to  )>e  fursf 
poynt*  J)af  touchef  to  J?e  keping*  of  3our  persone 
[2490]  3e  shul  vnderstonde  ))af  he  ]>at*  ha])  werre  shal 
euermore  deuoutely  and  mekely  preien  by-fom  alle 
Jingges    [2491]    Jjaf    Ihe^u    crtst    of    his    mercy,    wol 

PETWOBTH  613   (6-T.  322)        pi«f«26>bock] 


Digitized  byVjOOQlC 


SIX-TEXT   223 

GROUP  B.  §  10.  MELiBEus.  Petworth  KB. 

liaue  hjm  in  his  protectiofl  and  bene  his  souereyn  helpinge 
at*  his  nede.  [2492]  ffor  certes  in  ]?is  world  per  nys  no 
wi^f  |)af  may  be  counsailled  or  kepte  sufficiently  wi]>> 
out*  J)e  kepinge  of  our  lord  Ih^^u  cnst.  [2493]  To  ^is 
sentence  accorde])  fe  profete  Dauid  ]?at*  sei]?.  [2494] 
3if  god  ne  kepe  ]>e  Citee  in  ydel  waite]»  he  ]»af  if  kepe]i . 
[2495]  Now  sire  ]»an  shul  30  committe  [la  garde]  of 
joure  parsone  to  ^oure  trewe  frendes  ]?at*  bene  appreued 
and  yknowe  [2496]  and  of  hem  shul  je  asken  helpe  ^oure 
body  forto  kepe  ffor  caton  seij?  IT  Jif  ^ou  hasf 
nede  of  helpe  aske  if  of  fi  frendes  [2497]  ffor  J>er  is 
noon  so  good  a  phisicien  as  pi  tiewe  frende  [2498] 
IT  After  pla  ])an  shal  je  kepe  30U  from  al 
straunge  folk*  and  fro  leers  and  haue  alway  in  suspecie 
her  companye  [2499]  IT  ffor  Pers  Alfons  seij)  pus  ne 
take  no  company  by  pe  waye  of  a  straunge  mon .  but  3if 
so  be  ]>af  ]K)we  knowe  him  of  a  lenger  tyme.  [2500] 
And  ^if  so  be  ]?af  he  falle  to  ]>i  companye  per- 
auenture  wi)>-outen  ]>ine  assenf  [2501]  enquere  pan 
as  sotilly  as  euer  ^ou  maisf  of  his  conuersacion  and  of  his 
lyf  byfore  and  feyne  fi  way.  Say  Jiow  wolf  goo  ]?idere 
as  ^ou  wilf  nof  goo.  [2502]  and  jif  he  bere  a  spere 
holde  pe  on  pe  ri3f  side.  And  3lf  he  bere  ^a  sweide 
holde  fe  on  ))e  liff  side  [2503]  and  so  aftei*  Jjis 
])an  shal  3e  kepe  30U  wisely  from  a1  aucK  manere 
puple  as  I  haue  saide  byfore  and  hem  and  her  counsaOe 
eschewe.  [2504]  And  ])an  after  ]>af  shal  3e  kepe  30U 
in  sucfi  a  manere  [2505]  ))af  for  eny  presumpciofi  of  30ure 
strength.  J^af  30  ne  despise  naf  pe  my3f  of  30ure 
enemye  and  of  3our  aduersarie.  so  lite  ]>af  30  lete  ^e 
kepinge  of  30ure  persone  for  30ur6  presumpcidn.  [2506] 
ffor  euery  wise  man  drede]»  his  enemye.  [2507] 
Salomon  ssAp .  wakeful  is  he  J^af  off  ha]»  drede . 
[2508]  ffor  certes  he  J)af  J?orowe  hardynesse  of  his 
herf  and  J?orowe  pe  hardynesse  of  hym  self*  haf  to 
grete  presumpcion  him  shal  euel  betide  [2509]  IT  Than 
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slial  36  euennoTe  countrewaifee  enbusshmentys  and  al 
especials.  [2510]  fTor  Senec*  saij).  ^af  pQ  wise  man 
]?af  diede])  barmesf  eschewe^  hannes.  [25 11]  he  ne 
falle])  not*  into  periles  f  Jjat*  penles  eschewe^  [25 1 2]  IT  And  al 
be  it*  so  ])at*  it*  seme  ^af  ]»ou  art*  in  siker  place  jif 
sbaltowe  alway  doo  pi  diligence  in  kepinge  of  pi  pe?:8one . 
[2513]  pis  is  to  sayn  be  not*  necligent*  to  kepe  pi 
p^rsone  not*  oonly  from  pi  grettest*  enemyes  f  but*  fro  pi 
leest*  enemyes.  [2514]  Senec*  saip.  A  man  pat*  is  wel 
avised  he  diedep  his  leesf  enemye  [2515]  Ovide.  saip. 
pat*  pe  litel  weseH  wil  slee  pe  grete  Owle  and  pe 
wilde  hert*  [2516]  And  pe  boke  seipf  A  litel  pome 
may  prik*  a  kinge  ful  sore.  And  an  bounde  wil 
holde  pe  wilde  bore.  [2517]  But*  napelees  I  say.  IT  not* 
pou  sbalt*  be  so  moch  cowarde  pat*  pou  doute  per  as  it*  is  no 
drede  [2518]  IT  Tbe  boke  saip  /  pat*  some  folk*  ban 
grete  lesf  to  desceyue .  but*  jif  pei  dreden  hem  to  be  de- 
sceyued.  [2519]  Jif  sbalt*  pou  drede  to  be  empoysene<$ 
and  kepe  pe  from  pe  company  of  scomers  [2520] 
IT  ffor  pe  booke  sepf  Wip  scomers  make  no  companye. 
but*  flee  hem  and  her  wordes  as  venyme . 

[2521]  Now  as  to  pe  secounde  poynt*  when  as  joure 
-wise  counsailours  counsailed  jow  to  wamstore  joura  hous 
wip  grete  diligence.  [2522]  I  wold  fayn  knowe  how  pat* 
3e  vnderstonden  pilk*  wordys  and  what*  is  joure  Sentence . 

[2523]  Melebius  Answered  and  saide .  Certes  I  ynder- 
stonde  if  in  pis  wise  paf  I  shal  wamstore  myn  hous 
wip  towres  such  as  haue  castels  and  oper  manere 
edifi[c]e8  and  armure  and  arcelries  [2524]  by  such 
pingges  as  I  may  my  p^rsone  and  my  hous  kepe  and 
defende.  pat*  myn  enemyes  sliul  be  in  drede  myn 
hous  to  approche . 

[2525]  To  pis  sentence  anon  answerd  Dame  Frodence 
IT  Wamstoringe  quod  she  of  hegh  toures  and  grete 
edifices  [appertaineth  sometimes  to  pride  [2526]  Men 
make      towers      and      great      edifices]      with      grete 
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costages  and  wif  grete  travaile .  and  vhan  fat*  Jjei  be 
accompliced .  jif  bene  )iei  nat*  wor]»  a  stree.  buf  3if  fei  ben 
defifended  by  trewe  frendes  )iaf  bene  olde  and  wise ./  [2527] 
*And  vnderstonde  wel  Jyaf  fe  strengesf  and  Jje  grettest* 
gaiisoil  y&i?  ]7e  ricbe  man  may  bane  as  wel  to  kepe  his 
persone  as  his  goodes.  is  [2528]  ])af  be  be  beloued 
wif  his  subiectys.  and  wif  his  neijbotcrs  [2529]  flFor 
])us  sai^  Tullius  IT  Thaf  fer  is  a  maner  gameson  p&if 
no  man  may  venquyssh  ne  discomfetf .  And  ])af  is  [2530] 
a  lord  to  be  byloued  wi^  bis  Citeseins  and  of  his  puple 

[2531]  Now  sir  as  to  )ie  iij.  poynt*  where  aa 
^ur6  olde  and  wise  counsaillours .  seiden  ])af  ^owe  ne 
au^f  not*  sodeynly  ne  hastely  proceden  in  fia  nede . 
[2532]  but*  ])af  30U  an3t*  purveien  and  apparailen  30U 
in  fia  caas  wip  grete  diligence  and  grete  deliberacion . 
[2533]  trewly  I  trowe  Jaf  Jei  seiden  ri3f  wisely 
and  ri3f  8o])e.  [2534]  ffor  Tullius  seijj  IT  In  euery 
nede  er  ]70W  bygynne  it*  apparaille  ]>e  wi]>  grete 
diligence  [2535]  Than  say  I  Jat*  in  vengeance 
takinge  in  werre  in  bataile  and  iii  wame^toringe . 
[2536]  er  Jyan  Jwu  bygynne.  I  rede  Jaf  Jou  apparaile  pe 
])erto.  and  do  if  witfe  grete  deliberaciofi .  [2537]  ffor 
Tullius  Baip  f  %  That*  longe  apparaylinge  to-fom  J^e  bataile  5 
makejishortevictorie.  [2538]  And  so  Cassidorw  sai J> .  ITThe 
gameson  is  stronger  whan  if  is  longe  tyme  ayised . 

[2539]  Buf  now  laf  vs  speke  more  of  pe  counsaile.  ]>af 
was  accorded  by  30ure  neighbours  whic£L  as  doon  30U 
reuerence  wi)i-ouf  loue  [2540]  30ure  olde  enemyes  recon- 
siled.  joure  flaterers  [2541]  ]>af  counsailden  30U  cer- 
teyn  ])ingges  prively.  and  openly  counsailden  30a  fe 
contrarie  [2542]  IT  The  3onge  folkl  also  )»af  coonsailed 
30U  to  venge  30U  /  and  make  werre  anoon  [2543]  IT  And 
certes  sire  as  I  haue  saide  byforfi  30  haue  gretly  erred 
to  ban  cleped  SucK  manere  folk*  to  3oure  counsaile .  [2544] 
whicll  counsailours  bene  nowe  repreued.  by  fe  resons 
to-fore  saide.  [2545]  Buf  na])elees  laf  nowe  descende  to 
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^e  speciaH .  IT  je  shullen  fiirsf  pioccden  aftere  ^e  doctrine 
of  Tullius  [2546]  IT  Certes  Jie  troufe  of  J>i8  or 
fia  connsaile  nedeji  naf  diligently  enquere .  [2547]  for  if 
is  'wel  wisf  whicK  fei  bene  ^af  .done  to  30a  pis 
tiespace  and  vilanye  [2548]  and  how  mony  trespasonrs. 
and  in  whaf  manere  ]pei  ban  to  30U  done  .  Att  fiB 
wronge  and  al  ])is  yylanye  [2549]  And  aftere  ^is 
)»an  shal  30  examyne  ]7e  .ij.  condicions  whiche 
)iat*  ])e  same  Tullius  addeji  in  ))is  matere.  [2550]  ffor 
Tullius  put*  to  a  ))inge .  fe  whicb  he  clepe]?  consentinge . 
Jis  18  to  sayn  [2551]  IT  Who  Len  J>ei  and  which  bene  Jyei. 
and  how  mony .  )»at*  consenten  to  ]>i  counsaile  in  fi  wilful- 
nesse  to  doo  hastely  IT  veugeaunce .  [2552]  And  laf  vs  con- 
sidere  also.  Who  bene  ]>ei  and  howe  mony  &  which 
bene  fei  yai?  consenten  to  ^oure  aduersaries.  [2553] 
And  certys  as  to  )«  ^furst*  poynf  if  is  wel  knowen  which 
folk^  bene  pei  )»af  consenten  to  joure  hastif  wilful- 
nes.  [2554]  ffor  trewly  al  )k)o  faV  counsailden  30U 
to  make  sodeyn  werre  ne  bene  naf  30ure  frendes  [2555] 
[Or  veons  doncques  qui  tu  ea  et  qui  sent  ceidx  que  tu 
Hens  tant  d,  ennemis.]  as  to  3oure  p^rsone.  [2556]  ffor 
al  be  if  800  )iaf  30  bene  myghty  and  riche.  certes  30 
bene  buf  alloon .  [2557]  for  certes  3e  ne  haue  no  childe 
buf  a  dou3ter6 .  [2558]  ne  30  ne  haue  no  bTe])eren  ne  Cosyns 
Germaynns  ne  noon  ofer  nygh  kynrede./  [2559]  wherfore 
)Mtf  30ure  enemyes  for  drede  shulden  stenf  to  plede  with 
30we  ne  destroye  3oure  persone  [2560]  IT  Je  knowe 
also  )»af  30ure  richesses  mosten  be  dalf  in 
diuers  parties.  [2561]  and  whan  )>af  euery  wi3f  haj> 
his  parte  |)ei  ne  wol  nof  take  buf  litel  reward  to  venge 
fi  deth.  [2562]  buf  )»ine  enemyes  bene  ]}re.  And 
J)ei  ban  mony  children .  bre])eren  Cosynes  and  ofer  nygh 
kinrede.  [2563]  And  fow^e  if  so  were  jrow  haddesf 
sclayfi  of  hem  twoo  or  free .  3if  dwellen  f er  ynowe  to  wreke 
her  deeth.  and  to  slee  ^i  p^rsone  [2564]  And  ^ou^e  so 
were  ^af  3oure  kynrede  were  more  siker  and  stedfasf  ])an 
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])e  kyn  of  joure  adaersaries.  [2565]  3!^  najielees  jourd 
kynrede  nys  but*  litel  kynrede .  and  litel  sibbe 
to  jowe .  [2566]  And  fe  kynne  of  joure  enemyes  ben  nygfi 
sibbe  to  hem .  And  ceirtis  as  to  )iaf .  Her  condicione  is  betf 
])af  ^owres.  [2567]  Than  lat*  vs  considere  also,  ^if  )» 
counsaillinge  of  hem  )iaf  counsailed  jowe  to  take  sodeyn 
vengea«nce  whedere  if  accoide  to  lesofi .  [2568] 
Certys  3e  knowe  wel  nay.  [2569]  ffor  as  by  rijf  and 
resoil  ))er  may  no  man  take  yengeaunce  on  no  wi^P  buf 
^e  luge  psif  ha])  J>e  Inrisdiction  of  if  [2570]  whan  if  is 
ygraonted  hym  to  take  ]>ilk*  vengeance  hastely  or  at- 
temporally  as  Je  lawe  require)).  [2571]  And  3if  more- 
ouere  of  Jyilk*  word  J>af  Tullius  clepe]>  consentynge. 
[2572]  Thow  shalf  considere  jif  fow  myjf  and  pi  power 
my3f  consenf  and  suffice  to  |)i  wilfulnesse  and  to  ^i 
counsailours .  [2573]  IT  And  certes  J)ou  maisf  wel  say 
nay.  [2574]  for  sikerly  as  forto  speke  proprely. 
we  may  do  no  ))inge.  buf  oonly  j^ing*  as  we  may 
done  ri3tfully.  [2575]  And  certes  ri3ffully  ne  mowe  30 
take  no  vengeaunce  as  of  30ure  propre  auctorite  [2576] 
|)an  mowe  30  sene  ))af  30ure  power  consente]) 
naf  ne  accordej)  nof  to  3oure  wilfulnesse  [2577]  %  laf 
vs  nowe  examyne  fe  iij  poynf  Jaf  Tullius  clepe)» 
consequewf  [2578]  \Tu  dote  doncquca  eavoir  que  a 
vengence  qtie  tu  veulx  faire^  est  consequent] 
[2579]  And  J»erof  foloweji  a-no))er  vengeaunce 
perile  and  werre.  and  o))er  damages  wi])-ouf  nombre 
of  which  we  bene  litel  warre  as  at  fis  tyme ./  [2580]  IT  And 
as  toufing*  fe  fourte  poynf  faf  Tullius  clepe))  en- 
gendringe  [2581]  ])ou  shalf  considere  ))is  wronge 
which  ])at  is  done  to  ))e  is  engendred  of  ))e  hate  of 
))ine  enemyes  [2582]  and  of  ^e  Vengeance  takinge  vpon 
])af  wolde  engendre  ano])ere  vengeaunce  And  mochel  sorowe 
and  waastinge  of  Eichesse  as  I  saide  eersf . 

[2583]  IF  Now  sire  as  Jyan  touchinge  to  Jye  poynf .  Thaf 
Tullius  causes  which  J)af  is  fe  lasf  poynte   [2584]  Jk>u 
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shalt*  vnderstonde  Jyat*  fe  wronge  Jyaf  fou  hast*  reeeyued . 
h&p  certeyne  causes.  [2585]  whiche  )iat*  clerkes  clepen 
orience.  And  officience.  And  causa  longinqua  and  causa 
propinqua.  This  is  say  fe  fer  cause  and  )ie  nyje 
cause.  [2586]  The  fer  cause  is  almyjty  god  )iaf  is 
cause  of  al  j^ingge^.  [2587]  The  nere  cause  is  hy 
^re  enemy es  [2588]  V  The  cause  accidentale  was  hate. 
[2589]  fe  cause  materiaH  bej)  .v.  woundes  of 
fi  doujtew  [2590]  The  cause  formal  is  J>e  maner  of 
her  worching*  ])af  brou^ten  ladders  and  clomben  Inne  af 
Jii  wyndowes.  [2591]  The  cause  flynal  was.  for  to  scle  fi 
doughter^.  If  letted  nou3t<  in  as  mocfi  as  in  hem  was  /  [2592] 
Than  to  speke  of  fe  ferjie  cause  as  to  what*  ende  pel 
shal  come  or  whaf  shal  fynaly  bytide  of  hem  in  ]7is 
caas.  ne  can  I  nof  deme  but*  by  countyng*  and  by 
supposinge  [2593]  IT  fibr  we  shul  suppose .  ]7at*  pei  shul 
come  to  a  wikked  ende .  [2594]  by  cause  patf  pe  booke 
of  Decrees  seiji  IF  Seeldome  or  wi))  grete  peyne  bene  causes 
ybroujf  to  good  ende  whan  J>ei  bene  bodely  begonue . 

[2595]  IT  Now  sire  jif  men  wold  aske  me  whi  faf 
36  suflfred  men  to  doo  jou  fis  wronge  and  vilenye .  Certes  I 
can  nat*  wel  answer^}  as  for  no  sojifastnesse .  [2596]  ffor 
^e  apostett  saip.  pa.i?  pQ  sciences  and  pe  lugementes  of 
our  lord  god  almyjty.  bene  ful  depe.  [2597]  J>er  may 
no  man  conprehende  ne  Serchen  hem  suffisantly  [2598] 
IT  Ka^elees  by  certeyne  presumpcioiis  of  coniectyngg/:^ 
I  holde  and  bileue  [2599]  p&if  god  which  )»at*  is  ful  of 
iustice.  and  of  ri3twisnesse  ha^  soffred  ^is  bitidde  by 
lustise  IT  cause  resonable 

[2600]  IF  Thi  name  is  Melebye  IT  This  is  to  sayne  a  man 
^af  drynke))  hony.  [2601]  thow  hasf  ydronke  so  moche 
hony  of  which  swete  temporell  richesses  /  and  delicious  hon- 
oures  of  ^is  world  [2602]  ))af  pou.  art*  dronken.  and 
hast*  forjeten  Ihe^i  crisf  ^ine  creature  [2603]  Thow  no 
hasf  not*  doon  to  hym  such  honoure  and  reuerence  as  pe 
au^f    [2604]   T^^  P<^^  ^G  hasf  naf  wel  taken  kepe   to 
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I>e  wordes  of  0  IT  Ovide  Jyaf  eeif .  [2605]  Vndere  Je  hony 
of  fQ  goddes  of  fi  body .  is  liidde  ^e  venyme  ])at<  sclee^ 
^i  Boule  [2606]  IT  And  Salomon  sai^.  ^yi  ])oa  hast^ 
found  hony .  eete  of  if  Jiaf  suflSseJi  the .  [2607]  ffor  3if  Jou 
ete  of  it*  ouf  of  mesoie.  ^ou  shalf  spewe  and  be  nedy 
and  poore.  [2608]  and  perauenture  criste  haue  fe  in 
despite  •  and  ha)i  turned  away  from  pe  his  face  and  his 
eeres  of  mysericoTd  [2609]  And  also  he  hap  sofiied 
pat  povL  hast  be  ^punshed  in  pe  manere  )>af  ]k)u 
hast*  trespased .  [2610]  Thou  hast*  doon  synne  i^einst^ 
our  lord  crisf  [261 1]  ffor  certes  iij.  enemyes  of  man- 
kynde  ))af  is  to  seyne  pe  ilesd^ .  pe  feende.  and  pe 
worlde  [2612]  thowe  hast*  suffred  hem  entred  into  ^ine 
hous  wilfully  by  pe  wyndowe  of  fi  body.  [2613]  And 
hasf  naf  defended  )ii  self  sufficiently  a^einsf  her  assawtea 
and  her  temptacions  so  ])at*  )»ei  han  wounded  ]>e 
saule  in  .y.  places.  [2614]  ]7is  is  to  sayn  ^e  dedly 
synnes  J)at*  bene  entred  into  Jine  herf  by  fi  .v. 
wyndowes  [2615]  and  in  pe  same  manere  our  lord  enst 
ha}»  sufTred  and  willed  [)af  ]>ise  iij.  enemyes  bene  entred 
into  ])i  hous  by  ]>i  wyndowes  [2616]  and  haue 
y  wounded  ))i  dou^tere  in  pe  forsaide  manre 

[2617]  IF  Certes  quod  Melebius  I  se  wel  p&V  30  en- 
force 30U  moche  by  wordis  to  ouercome  me  in  suche 
a  manere  p&V  I  shal  not*  venge  me  on  myn  enemyes .  [26 18] 
shewing*  me  pe  periles  and  pe  eueles  ]>af  myghten 
falle  of  ])is  vengeaunce  [2619]  But*  who  so  wol<$  considere 
in  aH  vengeances  pe  periles  and  euels  )iaf  my3ten  swe 
of  vengeance  takinge  [2620]  a  mon  wold  neuere  take 
vengeance  and  ])at*  were  harme  [2621]  fifor  by  pe  venge- 
aunce takinge.  bene  pe  wikked  men  disseuered  from  pe 
good  men.  [2622]  And  ]>ei  ps,tf  han  wille  to  do  wikkcd- 
nesse  restreynen  her  wikked  purpooa  whan  they  sene  ])e 
punshynge  and  chastising*  of  trespasoures . 

[2623]  [And  to  this  answered  dame  Prudence :  ^  Certes/ 
said  she,  'I  grant  you  that  from  vengeance  come  many 
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advantages  as  well  as  many  evils ;  [2624]  yet  vengeance  be^ 
longetli  not  to  a  **  senglere  persone,"  but  only  to  the  judges, 
and  to  those  who  have  jurisdiction  over  evil-doers.'] 
[2625]  And  jif  say  I  more  )iaf  as  rijt*  as  so  senglere 
persone  synne^  in  takinge  vengeaunce  of  a  nofer  man 
[2626]  Eijt*  so  synne^  fe  luge  ^if  he  doo  no  vengeat/nce 
on  hem  )»af  it*  haue  deserued  [2627]  IT  ffor  Senec  8ei]> 
^us  IT  )»af  maister  he  sai])  is  good  ^af  repreue^  shrewes 
[2628]  IT  And  as  Cassiodorie  seiji.  A  man  dredeji  to  do 
outrage  whan  he  woote  and  knoweji  ])af  it  displesejr 
to  ]>e  lugges  and  fe  souereyns .  [2629]  And  ano]>er  sei]i  IT  The 
luge  )»at<  drede^  to  do  rijf.  make^  men  schrewes 
[2630]  IT  And  seinf  Paule  )»e  appostel  sei]?  in  his  epistel 
whan  he  writeji  to  )»e  Eomayns  ]}af  ]>e  luge  berent* 
nof  Jie  spere  wi^outen  cause.  [2631]  but*  Jiei  beren  if 
to  punshe  fe  schrewes  and  mysdoers  and  forto  defende 
]>e  good  men .  [2632]  ^if  je  wil  )ian  take  vengeance 
of  30ure  enemyes  je  shal  retoume  or  haue  joure  recours 
to  ]ie  luge  ]iaf  ha))  fe  lurisdictiofi  vpon  him  [2633] 
and  he  shal  punsshe  hem  as  Jie  lawe  aske^  and  requereji 

[2634]  IT  A  quod  Melebies  ^is  vengeance  like))  me 
no  ])inge  [2635]  ^  by-^enk  me  nowe  and  take  hede. 
howe  V.  fortune  ha]>  norsshed  me  firo  my  childhode . 
and  ha))  hulpen  me  to  passe  mony  a  stronge  paas  [2636] 
V  Now  wil  I  assaien  her  trowinge  wi^  goddes  helpe 
^af  he  shfld  helpe  me  my  shame  forto  Wenge 

[2637]  IT  Certes  quod  Prudence  jif  30  wil  wirk*  by  my 
counsaiH  ^e  shul  nof  assaien  fortune  by  no  way  [2638]  ne 
je  shul  nof  lene  ne  bowe  vnto  hire,  after  ]>e  wordes 
of  Senec*.  [2639]  ffor  ))ingge8  ))af  bene  folily  done,  and 
^f  bene  in  hope  of  fortune  shullen  neuere  come  to  good 
eende.  [2640]  IT  And  as  ]>e  same  senc  sai)).  ]>e  moro 
clere  and  fe  more  shynynge  ))af  fortune  is.  ])e  more 
brotel  and  pe  sonner  breke]»  she.  [2641]  treste])  nof 
on  her  for  she  nys  naf  stedfasf .  [2642]  ffor  whan 
^we  weneef  or  trowesf  to  be  more  swre  or  siker  of  her 
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belpe.  she  wil  faile  )iee.  [2643]  IT  And  fer  as  ^e 
sayn  ^af  fortune  ha])  nonshed  30a  &om  30010  child- 
hode.  [2644]  I  say  ^V  in  so  mochel  shal  ^e  )»e 
ksse  tresf  in  hei^.  and  in  her  witt^  [2645]  ^  ^^^  Senec* 
ftal]>.  whal^  man  ]7af  is  noisshed  by  fortune  f  she  makej» 
him  to  grete  a  foole  [2646]  IT  Now  )»an  ap  je  desire 
and  aske  vengeaunce.  and  )»  vengeance  faif  is  done 
[mZoti  Vordre  de  droit  ei  devant  le  juge  ne  te  plaisi,  [2647] 
et  la  vengenee  qui  se  fait]  in  hope  of  fortune  is  peril- 
ous and  yncerteyn .  [2648]  ])en  haue  noon  o^ 
remedy,  buf  forto  haue  ^ouie  cours  vnto  fe  souesreyn 
luge  ^an  yenge]>  ali  vilanyes  and  -wrongges.  [2649] 
and  he  sbal  venge  30U .  After  hym  self  vitnesse))  f 
where  as  he  sai^  [2650]  IT  leue^  )»e  vengeance  to  me./ 
&  I  shal  doo  if 

[2651]  IT  Melebius  answra^ .  3if  I  no  venge  me  no3t^  of 
^e  vilanye  ^af  men  han  done  to  me .  [2652]  I  shal  somne  or 
wame  hem  ^af  han  do  to  me  ))00  vilanyes  and  al  o^ 
to  doo  me  ano^er  vilanye .  [2653]  IT  ffor  if  is  writen .  ^if 
)>ou  take  no  vengeaunce  of  an  olde  vilanye  /  fow  somn- 
esf  |nne  adu^rsaries  to  doo  an  newe  vilanye,  [2654] 
And  also  for  my  suffraunce  men  wolden  doo  me  so 
moche  vilanye  )»af  I  my^f  nei)>er  here  if  ne  sus- 
teyne  if.  [2655]  And  so  ])an  I  shulde  be  kepf  ouer 
lawe  [2656]  V  ffor  men  sayn  In  mochel  sufGringe  ahul 
mony  )iingges  vnto  ^e  which  ^ow  shalf  nof 
mow  sufi&e 

[2657]  IT  Certes  quod  prudence  I  graunte  30W  faif 
ouer  mochel  suffraunce  is  nof  good  [2658]  Buf  ^if  ne 
folowe^  if  nof  ^er-of .  Thaf  euery  p^rsone  to  whome  men 
doo  vilany  take  of  if  vengeaunce .  [2659]  ffor  ^f  spper- 
lene^  &  longe)»  oonly  to  the  luges,  ffor  ]>ei  shul 
venge  vilanyes  and  Iniuries.  [2660]  And  herfore 
]>oo  two  autoritees  p&V  30  han  saide  aboue  ben  oonly 
vnderstonden  in  ))e  luges  [2661]  for  whan  ^ei  suffre 
ouer    IT  mykel  ]>e  wronggos  and  vilenyes  to  be  done 
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'wi]>-out^  ponshinge.  [2662]  fei  eommone  naf  a  man  al 
only  forto  doo  newe  wiongges  but*  ^ei  commaunden  it^ 
[2663]  IT  Also  a  wise  man  seiji  )iat*  ^e  luge  )iaf  cor- 
recte))  nof  ]>e  synner.  Commaunde]>  and  biddeji  hym  to 
synne  [2664]  and  )ie  luges  and  Uouereynes  myjten  in 
her  londe  so  moclie  suffre  of  )»e  Sbrewes  and  mysdoers 
[2665]  ))af  ]>ei  shulden  bye  suc^  suffraunce  by  processe  of 
tyme  wexen  of  sucfi  power  and  my^f .  ^at*  ^ei  shuld 
putte  ouf  ]>e  luges  and  souereynes  from  her  places . 
[2666]  and  af  ^e  lasf  do  hem  lose  her  lordshippes 

[2667]  V  I  puf  caas  rijt*  nowe  je  had  leue  to 
venge  30U .  [2668]  I  say  )»af  30  ben  noujf  of  myghf  ne 
power*  as  nowe  to  venge  jou .  [2669]  ffor  ^if  we  wil  make 
compansofi  vnto  pQ  niy^t*  of  ^our  aduersaries.  30  shul 
fynde  in  many  ^ingges  )iaf  I  haue  shewed  30"  er  ]>is 
^af  her  condiciofi  is  better  psai  ^ovae .  [2670]  And 
]>erfore  say  I  ^at*  it*  is  good  as  nowe  ^at*  je  sufifre  and 
be  pacienf  V 

[2671]  IT  ffer])er  more  30  knowen  wel  ]>af  after  ^e 
comon  Sawe  it*  is  a  woodenesse  a  man  to  stryue  vrif  a 
strenger.  or  wi)»  a  more  my^ty  man  fan  hym  self. 
[2672]  And  forto  stryue  wi^  a  man  of  euen  strength 
]>at*  is  to  say  vrip  as  stronge  a  man  as  he  is  if  is  perile . 
[2673]  ^^  ^orto  stryue  wij>  a  waikere  man  it*  is  foly 
[2674]  And  ^erfore  shuld  a  man  flee  stryuynge  as 
mochel  as  he  myjt*  [2675]  IT  ifor  Salomon  SBip,  It  is  a 
grete  worship  a  man  to  kepe  hym  from  noyse  and 
stryf .  [2676]  And  3if  if  so  byfalle  or  happe  )iaf  a  man 
of  gretter  my3f  and  strenger  )»an  fon  arf  do  pe 
greuaunce.  [2677]  stody  and  byse  fe  ra^er  to  stille 
fe  same  greuatence  ^an  forto  venge  fe  [2678]  IT  ffor 
Senec*  sai))  Thaf  he  putte^  hym  in  grete  perile.  )»af 
stryue})  wi]>  a  gretter  man  ^an  he  is  him  self  [2679] 
And  Caton  sai^ .  ^if  a  man  of  hier  astate  or  of  degre  or 
more  my3ty  ))an  ))0U .  do  ^e  an  ofet  greuaunce 
mil&e    hym    [2680]    for    he   ]>af   onys   ha]>   greued   Jie 
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may  ano))er  tyme  leleue  )>6.  and  helpe  )»e.  [2681]  jit* 
eette  I  caas  30  baue  bo]?  myjt*  and  licence  forte 
venge  jou.  [2682]  I  sale  ]>at*  ^er  bene  ful  mony 
)>ingges  ^af  shuld  restreyn  30U  of  vengeance  takinge 
[2683]  and  make  jou  forto  enclyne  to  BuSre  and  foiv 
to  haue  pacience  in  )»e  wrongges  ^at*  bene  done  to 
}ou.  [2684]  ifiirsf  and  forward  jif  je  wil  considerc 
])e  defautes  ])af  bene  in  joure  persone.  [2685] 
for  whicK  defautes  god  haji  Bufl&ed  jou  to  haue 
tribulaciofi  aa  I  haue  saide  byfore  [2686]  IF  ffor 
fe  Poete  8ai]> .  ])af  we  oujten  paciently  ^e  trn>ulacions  to 
take  fat  commen  to  vs  whan  ))af  we  Jienken  and  consideren 
faff  we  han  deserued  to  haue  hem  [2687]  IT  And  seinf 
Gregor  sei]) .  That*  whan  a  man  considere))  wel  ye 
nombre  of*  his  defautes  and  of  his  synnes  [2688]  )>an 
peynes  and  fe  tn'bulaciofis  ])af  he  sulTre])  semen  fe 
lasse  vnto  hi-m  [2689]  And  in  as  moche  as  him  ]>enk< 
e])  his  synnes  more  hevie  and  greuous  [2690]  in  so 
moche  his  peyne  is  ^e  lifter  /  and  fe  '  esier  vnto 
hym  [2691]  IF  Also  je  owen  to  enclyne  and  bowe  jouw 
herte  to  take  fe  pacience  of  our  lorde  Ihe^  cnsf .  As 
sei))  seint  Petra  in  his  epist^  [2692]  Ihe«u  cnst^  he 
sei])  ha]?  suffred  for  vs  and  jeuen  ensample  to  euery 
man  to  folowe  and  to  swee  hym  [2693]  for  he  did  neuere 
IF  synne  ne  neuere  cam  a  vileyns  worde  out*  of  his 
mou])e   [2694]   whan  men   cursed  hym .  he  cursed  hem 

noujf     [     

no  gap]  [2695]  Also  fe  grete  pacience  IF  whiche  faf 
seintes  ])af  bene  in  paradis  han  had  in  tribulacions  ])at* 
^ei  han  suffred  wi))-outen  her  desert*  or  gilt*.  [2696] 
aught*  mocfi  stire  30U  to  pacience  [2697]  IF  iferfer- 
more  je  shal  conforte  30U  to  haue  pacience  [2698] 
consideringe  paif  ]>e  tn'bulacions  of  pie  worlde.  but 
litel  IF  while  enduren .  and  soon  bene  ypassed  and  goou 
[2699]  And  pe  loye  ])at  a  man  seche^  to  haue  by 
pacience    in    tribulacions    is    perdurable,   aft^  J)at*    fe 
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appostol  seiji .  in  his  Epistel  [2700]  IT  The  loie  of  god  he 
8c»if  is  perdurable.  f&V  is  to  saye  euerlastinge .  [2701] 
Also  troue))  and  bileiie]>  stedfastly  )»af  he  nys  nat< 
wel  noTBshed  ne  wel  ytanjl^  fat  cannof  haue  pacience 
ne  wil  not*  receyue  pacience  [2702]  IT  flTor  Salomon  scif . 
Thaf  |)e  doctnne  and  pe  witte  of  man  is  knowe  by 
pacience .  [2703]  And  in  ano))ere  place  he  sei]) .  fat*  he  faf 
kepef  hyw  by  pacience  IT  gouernef  him  by  grete  prudence 
[2704]  IT  And  pQ  Same  Salomon  seif  The  angie  and  fe 
wrethful  man  make])  noyses .  and  fe  pacienf  man  attempref 
and  stillc))  him  self  [2705]  IT  he  saif  also  if  is  more 
worth  to  be  paciont*  fan  for  to  be  ri3t*  stronge  •  [2706]  And 
he  faf  may  haue  lordship  of  his  owne  herf  is 
more  to  praise  fan  he  fat*  by  his  fors  takef 
grete  Citees  and  townes  [2707]  Therfore  seif  seinf 
lame  in  his  EpisteH .  fat*  pacience  in  a  grete  vertue  of 
perfectiofi  • 

[2708]  [Certes,  dit  MelUUey  je  voub  ottroye^  dams 
Prudence,  que  patience  est  une  grant  vertu,] 
[2709]  But*  euery  man  may  nat*  haue  fe  perfectiofi  fat  we 
seken.  [2710]  ne  I.  am  not*  of  fe  nombre  of  rijf  per- 
fit  men.  [271 1]  for  myn  hert*  may  neuer  be  in 
pees  f  vnto  f e  tyme  it  be  venged  [2712]  IT  And  al  be  if  so 
f  af  if  was  grete  perile  to  myne  IT  ennemyes  to  done  me  a 
Tilanye  in  takinge  vengeance  ypon  me.  [2713]  jif 
token  fei  noon  hede  vppon  f e  perile .  buf  fulfilleden  her 
wiklTked  wille  and  her  corage  [2714]  And  fer-for  me 
fenkef  men  ou3f  nof  repreue  me  fouje  I  putte  me 
in  a  litel  perile  to  venge  me.  [2715]  and  fou3e  I  doo 
a  grete  excesse .  f  af  is  to  say  f  0U30  I  venge  oon  outrage 
by  a  nofere 

[2716]  IT  0  quod  dame  prudence  30  say  30ure  wille. 
and  as  30U  likef .  [2717]  Buf  in  no  caas  of  fe  world  a 
man  shuld  not  do  outrage  ne  excesse  forto  venge 
hyw  [2718]  IT  ffor  Cassidore  seif  faf  as  euel  dof 
he  faf  auengef  him  by  outrage,    as  he    faf  dof  fo 
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outrage.  [2719]  And  J)er-for  je  shul  venge  30U  after 
^e  ordere  of  Ty3f  ))af  is  to  sain  ^  by  ye  lawe  and  by  noon 
exoesse  ne  noon  outrage .  [2720]  And  also  if  ^e  wil 
venge  jou  of  ye  outrage  of  ^oure  aduersaries  in  oyer 
manere  J>an  ri^f  comaunde]>  je  synnen  [2721]  IT  And 
^erfore  sai))  Senec* .  ))af  a  man  shal  neueie  yenge 
schrewdenesse  by  schrewdenesse  /  [2722]  And  if  30  say 
y&if  ri^t*  axeji  a  man  to  defende  violence  by  violence, 
and  fijtynge  by  fi^tinge.  [2723]  certes  je  say  sotH. 
whan  ye  defence  is  done  anoon  wit&-outen  interuaHe  or 
wijH>uf  taryinge  or  delay .  [2724]  for  to  defenden  hym  and 
not*  forto  vengen  hym .  [2725]  And  it*  bihoue^  )Mif  a  man 
put*  sucll  attemperance  in  his  defence  [2726]  ])at*men  haue 
no  cause  no  matere  to  repreuen  hym  J>af  defende])  hym 
of  excesse  and  of  outrage .  [car  autremeni  ce  seroH  centre 
droit  et  eontre  rainon  (Le  M6n.)]  [2727]  IT  Pai-de  je  knowen 
wdi  ))at*  30  maken  noon  defence  as  nowe  forto  defende  30U 
buf  forto  venge  30U  [2728]  And  so  swej)  it»  Jjaf  30 
han  no  wille  to  doo  30ure  dede  attemperally .  [2729]  and 
^erfore  me  yeokey  ))af  pacience  is  goode  IT  ffor  Salomon 
seiji  f  ))af  he  ^af  is  naf  pacienf  shal  haue  giete 
harme 

[2730]   IT  Certes  quod   meleby  I  graunte  30U  faf 
whan  a  man  is  impacienf  and  wroo]?  of  ])af  ]>at^  touche]> 
hym  naf  and  of  Jiat*  )>at*  pertene))  not*  to  hym .  )>ou3e  if 
harme  him  if  is  no  wondere  [2731]  IT  flFor  ye  lawe  8ai)>. 
)»af  he  is  coupable .  ^f  entermete))  hym  or  melle])  hym  wi^ 
suche  )iinge  as  apperteyneji  naf  to  hyvn  [2732]  %  And 
Salomon   8ai]> .    That*  he    Jiaf    entermete))    hym   of    ]>e 
noise  or  of  ^e  strif  of  an  o]ier  man  is  like  to  hym .  J>af  take^ 
ye  hounde  by  ye  eeres  [2733]  and  [aussi  comme  cellui  qui 
prent  le  chim  par  lea  oreilles]  is  ojyer  while  biten  wi^ 
ye  hounde .  [2734]  IT  Ili3f  in  ye  same  wise  is  if  reson  ysAf 
he  haue  harme  j^at*  by  his  impacience  medle))  him    of 
^e  noise  of  an  oyer  man .  wher  y^Af  if  appertene^  not  to 
him    [2735]  ^  But*  3e  knowo  wel  fal?  y\&  dede   and 
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fiB  greef  and  fiB  dissese  tonche^  me  ri^f 
nygfi.  [2736]  And  Jerfore  jH)uje  I  be  wrojie  and  im- 
pacienti*  it*  is  no  mervaile.  [2737]  and  sauynge  ^oure 
grace  I  can  not*  see  )»af  it*  my^t*  gretlicK  harme  me. 
povL^e  I  toke  vengeance  [2738]  ifor  I  am  Eiccher  and 
more  myjty  fan  myn  enemyes  bene.  [2739]  •A.nd  wel 
knowen  ^ee  )Mtt*  by  money  and  by  haiiyng*  grete  posses- 
sions bene  bA  ])ingges  of  )iis  world  ygouemed  [2740] 
IT  And  Salomon  sei]> .  faV  tl&  f ingges  obeyen  to 
monay . 

[2741]  {^Prudence,  quant  die  oy  son  mary  vanter  de  sa 
ricJiesse  et  de  sa  puiemnce,  et  eoy  esfouir,  e/]  dispreis- 
iiig*  fe  poor  of  his  aduersaries .  Tho  she  spak  and  seide  in 
fis  wise.  [2742]  Certes  dere  siT6  I  graonf  30a  )}af 
36  bene  riche  and  my^ty.  [2743]  and  J>af  ricbesses  ben 
good  to  hem  ]»t*  han  wel  goten  hem .  and  ])at* 
wel  can  vsen  hem  [2744]  ffor  ri^t*  as  pe  body  of  a 
manf  may  not*  lyue  wij-out*  J>e  saule,  no  more  may  it* 
live  wiJK)uf  temporal  goodes.  [2745]  And  by  rich- 
esse  may  a  ^man  gete  hyin  grete  worship  [2746]  IF  And 
f  erfore  sei])  Pamphilles .  ^if  an  neterdes  doii3tere  he  saif 
be  riche  she  may  chese  of  a  thowsand  men  [lequel 
qtHeUe  vetdtpour  son  mary  [2  747]  car  (Le  M^nagier,  tome  i)] 
[.  .  no  gap  in  the  MS!]  oon  wil  not*  forsake  her  ne  refuse 
her.  [2748]  And  )ms  Pamphilles  seith  also  IT  ^if  pow  be 
rijf  happy  )>at*  is  to  say  ri^t*  riche  |k>w 
shalf  fynde  a  grete  nombre  of  felawes  and  frendes .  [2  749 J 
And  }if  ^  fortune  that*  \o\x  wexe  poor,  fare 
wel  frendship  and  felawship.  [2750]  for  fou  shalt  bene 
allone  wi^ute  eny  companye.  but*  ^if  if  be  fe 
company  of  poor  folk*  [2751]  //  And  jit  seij?  fis 
Pamphilles  more  ouer  ])af  ))ei  ])at*  bene  thral  and 
bonde  of  lynage.  shullen  be  made  wor)»i  and  noble  by 
richessesse  [2752]  And  rijt*  so  as  by  ricbesses  ])er 
common  mony  goodes.  Rijt*  so  by  pouert*  )>er  commen 
inony  harmes  and  enels.  [2753]  fiPor  grete  poiierte  con- 
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strejneth  a  man  to  doo  mony  euds  [2754]  IT  And  fer- 
fore  clepe^  Cassidore  pouerf.  ]»e  modeie  ruyne. 
[2755]  That*  is  to  say  |)6  modere  of  oaeT|yTowinge  or 
falling*  downe  [2756]  IT  And  feifore  Peis  Alfons  saif. 
Oon  of  fe  grettesf  adueisitees  of  ^is  woilcl  is  [2757] 
-whan  a  fi:ee  [man]  by  kinde  is  constieyned  by 
pouerf  to  eten  )>e  almesse  of  his  enemye  [2758]  IT  And 
fQ  Same  Sei])  Innocent*  in  oon  of  his  bokes.  He  sei^ 
^af  soriful  and  v^ibappy  is  ])e  conditiofi  of  a  poor 
^SS^^-  [^759]  ^^^  3^  ^^  aske))  not*  his  mete  he  dye)»  for 
hungere .  [2760]  [et  as  Us  demandent^  ils  meureni 
de  honte;]  Kecessite  constreyneji  hym  to  aske.  [2761] 
And  ^erfore  seif  Salomon .  That*  better  'is  to  dye  J«m 
forto  haue  suche  pouerte  [2762]  IF  And  as  ]»e  Same  Salo- 
mon sei^  Better  is  to  dye  a  bitter  dee]>  ])an  forto 
lyuen  in  swich  wise  [2763]  IT  By  J^ise  resons  faf  .1 
haue  seide  ynto  )owe  and  by  mony  resons  y&if  I 
coude  saie  [2764]  I  graunte  Juif  richesses  bene 
good  to  hem  ]>at*  geten  hem  veH 
And  Tsen  hem  wel.  [2765]  And  ])erfore  wil  I  shewe 
30W  how  30  shul  haue  jou .  and  howe  30  shal  here  30U 
in  gaderinge  of  richesses.  and  in  what^  manere  je  shul 
vsen  hem 

[2766]  ffirst*  je  shul  geten  hem  wit£-out  greta 
desire,  by  good  leisere  sokingly.  and  nof  ouerhastely* 
[2767]  ffor  a  man  ^af  is  to  desiringe  to  geten  riehesae. 
abandoned  hym  to  ])efk*  and  to  all  oper  evels 
[2768]  IT  And  )>erfore  sei^  Salomon  IT  he  p&if  haste^ 
hym  to  bysily  to  wexe  licche  f  shal  be  noon  Innocent^  [2  769] 
IT  He  sai^  also  y&i?  pQ  Eichesse  paif  hastely  aommef  to 
a  man.  sone  and  lijtly  gooji  and  paaaef  from  hym 
[2770]  IT  But*  )nit*  richesse  ]>af  commef  alway  litel  and  litel « 
wexe))  alway  and  multiplied  [2771]  ^  And  sire  30  shul 
gete  richesse  by  joure  witte .  and  by  3Dure  travaile .  vnto 
3oure  profite  [2772]  and  J>af  wi)>-outen  wronge  or  hanne 
doynge    to    eny  opere    persone.   [2773]    flfor    pe    Iblwo 
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861^  IT  That*  he  ne  malce])  nat*  hjm  self  liche .  jif  he  do 
hanne  to  a  noj^er  wighf  [2774]  IT  This  is  to  say  )>af 
nature  defendeji  and  forbede))  by  ryghf.  )»at*  'no  man 
make  him  self  riche  wi)i  pe  hanne  of  a  no^^re  person. 
[2775]  IT  And  Tullius  asdp.  faif  no  sorowe  ne  no  drede 
of  detfe  ne  of  Jyou^f  faf  may  falle  to  a  man  [2776] 
is  so  mochel  ajeinst*  nature  as  a  man  to  encrees  his 
owne  profite  to  ]>e  harme  of  anojier  man  [2777]  IT  And  Jiou^e 
^e  grete  men  and  ^e  riche  men  geten  lychesses  more 
lijtly  ^an  ^ou .  [2778]  ^it*  shalt*  ^ou  naf  be  ydel  ne  sclowe 
to  fi  prophete .  ffor  you  shalf  in  al  J^inge  and  in  al  wise  fle 
ydelnesse  [2779]  ^  ^^^  Salomon  sei))f  That*  ydelnesse  teche]» 
a  man  to  do  mony  eueles  [2780]  IT  And  ]>e  Same  Salomon 
sei^.  ^f  he  y&if  travaille]?  and  bysie)^  him  to  tille 
his  londe  shal  ete  ])e  brede.  [2781]  But*  he  ))at*  is  ydel  and 
caste))  him  to  doo  no  bysynesse  ne  occupaciofl  shal  falle  into 
ponert*  and  dye  for  hungers.  [2782]  And  he  )iat*  is 
ydel  and  sclowe.  can  neuer  fynde  conable  tyme  forto 
do  his  profite  [2783]  V  ffor  ))er  is  a  versiiiour  )iaf  sai]) .  Thai^ 
)ie  ydel  man  excuse]>  hym  in  wyntere.  be  cause  of  ye 
grete  colde .  And  in  somer  by  encheson  of  ]>e  grete  hete 
[2784]  IT  ffor  Jiise  causes  seiji  Caton  IT  Wakeji  and  enclynef 
30U  nof  ouermoche  forto  sclepe .  for  ouer  moche  rest? 
norsshe))  and  cause^  mony  yyces  [2785]  IT  And  ))erfore 
sei^  seint*  lerom  V  Doy  somme  good  dedys  yaV  ye  deuel 
whic%  is  oure  enemye  ne  fynde  30U  naf  ynocupied. 
[2786]  ffor  J>e  denel  ne  take))  nof  li^tly  vnto  his  worch- 
inge  sucll  as  he  fynde))  occupied  in  goode  werkes 

[2787]  IT  Than  ))us  in  geting*  of  Eichesse  ^e 
moten  flee  ydelnesse  /  [2788]  IT  and  afterward  je  shul  vse 
yo  richesse  which  30  han  geten  by  30ure  witte  and  by 
3oure  travaile  [2789]  in  such  a  manere  ))af  men 
holde  30x1  naf  to  scarce .  ne  to  sparinge .  ne  to  fool  large  • 
))af  is  to  sayn  ouer  large  a  spendere  [2790]  IT  ffor  ri3f  as 
men  blamen  an  Auarous  man  by  cause  of  his  scarsete 
and  chyncherie  [2791]  In  ^e  same  manere  is  he  blamed 
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faV  Bpendef  ouer  largely.  [2792]  IT  And  ^erfore  aei^ 
Caton.  Yse  he  sai^  fe  Eichesse  J^af  ]x>u  hast*  ygeten. 
[2793]  in  sucH  a  manere.  fsiif  J^er  be  no  mateie  no 
cause  to  calle  fe  nei)»er  ivrecche  ne  cliynche.  [2794] 
fTor  if  is  grete  shame  a  man  to  haue  a  poor  hert* 
and  a  ricll  purs  [2795]  ^  ^®  ^^t  ^-^  t^  goodes  ])af^ 
thow  hasf  geten  vse  hem  by  mesoie  )»af  is  to  say. 
spende  mesuiably  [2796]  ffor  J)ei  )>at«  folyly  waasten 
and  dispenden  pQ  goodes  ])af  )»ei  haue.  [2797]  whan 
pel  han  no  more  propre  of  her  owne  pel  shape  hem. 
to  take  pe  goodes  of  a  noJ>er  man.  [2798]  IT  I  say  fan 
Jaf  3e  shal  flee  Auarice  /  [2799]  vsinge  jourc  richesse 
as  in  such  manere  ]>af  men  say  nof  p&V  ^ouie  goodes 
bene  yburied.  [2800]  but*  fat  ^e  ^haue  hem  in  ^our^ 
myghf  and  in  joure  weldingo  [2801]  fibr  ])e  wiso 
repreeuej)  pe  Auerous  man  and  sei])  in  twoo 
versus.  [2802]  Wherto  and  whi  bere|»  a  man  his 
goodes  by  his  Auarice  and  knowe])  wel  ))af  nedes 
he  most*  deye .  [2803]  for  dej>  is  fe  ende  of  euery  man 
as  in  )iis  presenl^  lif  [2804]  and  for  vhaf  cause  or 
enchesofi  ioyneji  he  him  or  knytte)»  he  hym  so  fut* 
vnto  his  goodes  [2805]  f&V  aH  his  wittes  mowe  nol^ 
disseuere  hym  or  departen  hym  fro  his  goodes. 
[2806]  and  knowe]>  wel  or  aught*  knowe  )»at*  whan  he 
is  dede  he  shal  no  ]>inge  bere  wip  him  out*  of  )»i8 
world  [2807]  IT  And  Jerfore  seij)  seynt*  Austyne.  That" 
pe  Auerous  man  is  likned  into  helle.  [2808]  )»af  pe 
more  it*  swoloweji .  |)e  more  desire  it*  ha))  to  swalowe  and 
deuowre  [2809]  And  as  wel  as  30  wolde  eschwe  to  be 
cleped  an  Anarous  man  or  chynche  [2810]  as  wel 
shul  ^e  kepe  30U  and  goueme  jou  so  and  in  such  a  wise 
so  paif  men  ne  cleped  jou  not*  fool  large  [2811]  IT  Therfore 
sei))  Tullizia  The  goodes  he  sei))  of  ))ine  hous  ahuld 
naf  bene  hidde  ne  kept*  so  cloos  but*  fat*  J)ei  myjf 
be  opned  by  Pite-  and  by  bonairte  [2812]  ps.if  is  to 
sayn  to    ^eue  hem   parte    ])at*  han   grete  nede  [2813] 
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Ne  yi  goodes  sbuld  not*  bene  so  open  to  be  eneiy 
mawnys  goodes  [2814]  IT  Afterward  in  getinge  of  30urfl 
ricbesse  &  in  Ysyng*  of  bem  30  sbul  alway  baue  pre 
fingges  in  joure  bert*.  [2815]  fat*  is  to  sayn.  our  lorde 
god.  conscience  and  good  name  [2816]  IT  ffirsf  ^e  sbul 
baue  god  in  ^oure  berf  [2817]  and  for  no  riccbesse  ^e 
sbul  doo  no  f  inge  wbicb  may  in  eny  manere  displese 
crist*  J)af  is  youre  creatoui*  and  joui*  maker*  [28 18]  IT  ffor  after 
]>e  worde  of  Salomon,  if  is  better  to  baue  a  litel  good 
'with  fe  loue  of  god  [2819]  fan  to  baue  mocbe  good 
and  tresoui*  and  lese  fe  loue  of*  bis  lorde  god  [2820] 
IT  And  fe  p?'opbet*  seif.  fat*  better  if  is  to  bene  a 
good  man .  and  baue  a  litel  good  and  tresoui' .  [282 1]  fan  to 
be  bolden  a  sbrewe  and  liaue  grete  Eiccbesse.  [2822] 
And  ^if  say  I  ferfermore  faf  je  sbulden  alway 
doon  jouf  bisynesse  to  gete  30U  ricbesses  [2823]  so  faf 
je  gete  bem  wif  good  conscience  [2824]  IT  And  f  e  Appostel 
saif .  Tber  nys  no  finge  in  tbls  world  of  wbic&  we 
sbuld  baue  so  grete  loye  as  wban  our  conscience  beref 
vs  witnesse  of  good  [2825]  IT  And  fe  wise  man  saif .  Tbe 
substance  of  a  man  is  ful  good  wban  synne  nys  naf  in 
bis  coscience  [2826]  IT  Afterward  in  getinge  of  ^oure 
ricbesses  /  and  in  ysing*  of  bem  [2827]  fe  mosf  baue 
grete  bysynesse  and  grete  diligence  faf  3oure  ^good 
name  be  alway  kepf  and  conserued  [2828]  IT  ffor  Salo- 
mon seif  Tbaf  better  if  is  and  more  availlef  a  man 
to  baue  good  name  fan  to  baue  grete  ricbesse 
[2829]  IT  And  ferfore  be  saif  in  a  nofer  place  Doo  grete 
diligence  seif  Salomon  in  kepinge  of  fi  frend  and  of 
fi  good  name.  ['2830]  ffor  if  sbal  lenger  abide  wif 
fe  fan  eny  tresoui*  be  if  neuere  so  precious.  [2831] 
And  certes  be  sbuld  nof  be  cleped  a  gentil  man.  faf 
after  god  and  good  conscience  bR  fingges  leff  ne  dof 
bis  dyligence  and  bysynesse  to  kepen  bis  good  name 
[2832]  IT  And  Cassidore  saif  f  faf  if  is  signe  of  a  gentiH 
bcrf  wban  a  man  desiref  and  louef  to  baue  a  goode  namd ./ 
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[2833]  IT  And  ferfore  seij)  seinf  Austyne.  Ther 
bene  two  J'in^es  p&V  are  necessarye  and  nedefuH. 
[2834]  &  ]7af  is  good  conscience  and  good  loos.  [2835] 
that*  is  to  sayn  good  conscience  to  ]>ine  owne  persone 
inward  And  good  loos  for  ^i  neighbour  outward. 
[2836]  And  he  )>at*  trcste])  him  so  moche  in  his  good 
conscience  [2837]  )>af  he  displese  and  setteji  at* 
noujt  his  good  name  or  loos,  and  rekke)»  not*  ]>ou3e 
he  kepe  not*  his  good  name .  he  nys  but  a  crueH  cherle 

[2838]  ^  Sire  now  haue  I  schewed  jou  how  30  shuld 
doo  in  kepinge  rychesse  and  howe  36  shuld  vsen  hem 
[2839]  ^  I  see  wel  )»af  for  pe  trust*  ])at*  3e  haue  ia 
30ur6  ricchesse.  3e  wil  meuen  werre  and  bataille  [2840] 
I  counsaile  fat*  30  bygynne  no  werre.  in  trest*  of 
30ure  Richesse .  ffor  f  ei  ne  sufiisen  not*  weires  to  Mayn- 
tene  [2841]  ^  And  ferfore  saij)  a  Philosophre.  That^ 
man  fat*  desire]>  and  wil  algates  haue  werr^.  shal 
neuere  haue  suffisaunt.  [2842]  ffor  pe  Richer  fat*  he  is 
fe  gretter  dispence  mot«  he  make  3if  he  vnl  haue  wor- 
ship or  victorie  [2843]  ^  -^jid  Salomon  saif  fab*  fe 
gretter  richesse  fat*  a  man  hath .  f e  gretter  dispendouia  he 
haf .  [2844]  And  dere  sir  al  be  it*  soo.  fat*  for  3our6 
richesse  30  mowe  haue  mochel  folk*.  [2845]  3if  byhouef 
it*  not* .  ne  it*  is  not*  good  to  bygynne  vrerre .  f  er  as  30 
may  in  ofer  manere  haue  pees  vnto  30ure  worship 
and  profite  [2846J  IT  flfor  fe  victorie  of  batailles  fat*  bene 
in  fis  world  lith  not*  in  grete  nombre  or  multitude  of 
puple.  ne  in  vertue  of  man.  [2847]  ^^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^ 
fe  wille  and  in  fe  hand  of  oui'  lord  god  almy3ty 
[2848]  ^  And  f  erf  ore  ludas  makabeus  which  was 
goddys  kny3t  [2849]  '^^^^  ^^  shuld  fi3t*  a3einst  his 
aduersarie  fat*  had  a  gretter  nombre  and  a  gretter  mul- 
titude of  folk*  And  strenger  fan  was  fis  puple  of  Maka- 
bo.  [2850]  Jit*  he  recomforte  his  lytel  '  company e  and 
saide  ri3t*  in  fis  wise  [2851]  IT  Also  li3tly  quod  he 
may  our  lord  god  almy3ty  3eue  victorie  to  fewe   folk* 
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as  to  monye  [2852]  ffor  fe  victory  of  bataille  commep 
not*  by  pe  grete  nombre  of  puple  [2853]  but*  if  commeth 
fro  our  lord  of  heuene.  [2854]  And  dere  sire  for 
as  mocB  As  ^r  nys  no  man  certeyn  jif  if  be  wor^  ^af 

god  ^eue  bym  victorie  [ 

no  gap  in  the  MS.]  or  noujf .  aftere 

]7af  Salomon  sei]) .  [2855]  Therfore  enery  man  shulde  gretly 
drede  werrus  to  bygynne  [2856]  And  by  cause  faf  [in] 
bataiUes  [are]  manyperiles  [2857]  &  [it  may]  happen  o^er 
while  )»af  as  sone  is  ]>e  grete  man  sclayn  as  )»e  litel 
man  [2858]  IT  And  as  it  is  ywritte  in  fe  secofid  book*  of 
kingges  The  dedes  of  bataiUes  bene  auenturous  and  no 
])inge  certeyn.  [2859]  for  as  lijtly  is  oofi  hurf  wif  a 
spere  as  a  no]>er  [2860]  And  ]>erfore  if  is  grete  porile  in 
\7erre .  Therfore  shuld  a  man  flee  and  eschewe  werre  in 
as  mochel  as  a  man  may  goodly ./  [2861]  fibr  Salomon 
8ei]>  f  He  )»af  loue])  perile  shal  falle  in  perile 

[2862]  After  )>af  dame  prudence  had  spoken  in 
y\s  manere  Melebiz^  answerd  and  saide.  [2863]  I  see 
vel  dame  ]>af  by  30ure  faire  wordes  and  by 
3oure  resons  paif  ye  ban  schewcd  me .  ^af  )»e  werre  likeji 
30U  no  ]>inge .  [2864]  £uf  I  haue  nof  jif  herde  ^oure  coun- 
saile  howe  I  shal  doo  in  ]7is  nede . 

[2865]  Certes  quod  she  I  counsaile  30'  Jaf  36  ac- 
corde  wi)>  30ure  aduersaries  and  ]>af  30  haue  pecs 
vrith  hem  [2866]  IT  ffor  scinf  lame  seiji  in  his  EpisteH 
^  Thaf  by  concor<l  and  pees  ]>e  smale  richesses  wexen 
grete  [2867]  And  by  debate  and  discord  J>e  grete  richesse 
fallen  doun.  [2868]  And  30  knowe  wel  ])af  oon  of  pe 
grettesf  and  mosf  souereyn  finge  paf  is  in  fis  world? 
is  ynite  and  pees  [2869]  And  ]>erfore  8ai)»  our  lord 
IhesvL  crisf  to  his  apostel  in  pia  wise  [2870]  ^  Wcl 
Liappy  and  blessed  bene  pel  )»af  louen  and  pu[r]chasen 
pees  for  pei  bene  called  children  of  god  [2871]  IT  A  quod 
Meleby  nowe  se  I  wel  faf  30  loue  nof  myn  h[o]noure 
and    my  worship.    [2872]    Je    knowen  wel    paf  myne 
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aduersaries  hane  bygonnen  pis  debate  and  brigge  hj  her 
outrage  [2873]  And  ^e  See  vel  pa^if  pei  ne  leqniren  iie 
prcien  me  naf  of  pees  ne  |>ei  asken  not*  to  be  leconnsailled. 
[2874]  wil  ^e  ^n  pSiV  I  goo  meke  and 
obeye  me  to  hem  .  and  crye  hem  mercye .  [2875]  ^^^  ^^^ 
^t*  were  not*  my  worship .  [2876]  ffor  ri3t<  as  men  sayn 
)»at*  ouer  grete  humblesse  engendre]y  dispisinge.  so 
fare))  it*  by  to  grete  humilite  &  mekenesse 

[2877]  IT  Than  bygan  dame  pradence  to  make  sem- 
blaunf  of  wreth  and  saide.  [2878]  Certes  sire  sauf 
}oure  grace  I  lone  ^our  honoare  and  ^oure  profite  as  I  doo 
myn  owne  and  euere  ha^ue  done  [2879]  ^®  3®  ^®  mowen 
nof  sayn  pe  contrarie .  [2880]  And  ^if  ^if  I 
had  saide  ^t*  30  shulde  haue  purchased  pe  pees  and 
pe  reconsiliacioii  I  ne  had  nof  moche  mystake  me 
ne  saide  amys  [2881]  ffor  J^e  Wise  man  sei)>.  The  dis- 
sencion  bygynne)»  by  a  no)»er  man .  and  pe  reconsilynge 
by  ))i  silf.  [2882]  And  pe  prophete  saiji.  fflee 
schrewdenesse  and  doo  goodnesse  [2883]  IF  Seke  pees  and 
folowe  if  in  as  moche  as  in  J^e  is .  [2884]  IT  3it*  seif  he  nof 
^af  ^e  shul  Swe  ra^r  to  joure  aduersaries  for  pees 
pfOL  ]>ei  shullen  to  }oa.  [2885]  ffor  I  knowe  wel  )»af  30 
bene  so  hard  herted .  )»af  je  wil  do  no  J^ing*  for  mee 
[2886]  IF  And  Salomon  seiji  f  ^af  he  ])af  ha]y  ouer  harde 
an  herf .  af  pe  lasf  shal  myshappe  and  mystide 

[2887]  IT  Whan  Melebius  had  seye  dame  prudence 
make  semblaunf  of  wreth  he  saide  in  }}is  wise  [2888] 
IT  Dame  I  prey  30U  f  af  je  be  nof  displesed  of  ]>inggcs 
J)af  I  saye .  [2889]  ffor  30  knowe  wel  faf  I  am  angry  and 
wroo^  and  faf  is  no  wondere.  [2890]  and  J)ei  J>af 
bene  wrooj) .  weten  nof  wel  whaf  J»ei  doon  ne  whaf  fei 
seyn  [2891]  IT  And  Jerfore  the  prophete  seiji .  Thaf 
trowbled  eyen  haue  no  clere  sijf .  [2892]  Buf  saij)  on 
and  counsaile  me  as  30  like)».  for  I  am  redy  to  doo 
ri3f  as  3e  wil  desire .  [2893]  and  if  3e  repreue  me  of  my 
bly  .1  am  pe  more  holden  to  loue  30U  and  to  preise 
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}0Q  [2894]  ^  ffor  Salomon  saitB  Thaf^  lie  ^at*  reprouej) 
hym  pSiV  dooJ>  foly.  [2895]  he  shal  finde  gretUr  grace 
Jaf  he  J>at*  deceyuej  hym  wij  ewete  wordes 

[2896]  Than  said  Dame  prudence .  I  make  no 
semblant*  of  wrefe  ne  of  angei'  but*  for  ^oure  grete  profite 
[2897]  IT  ffor  Salomon  seiff  he  is  more  wrooj  faf  re- 
preueth  or  chidejj  a  foole  for  his  folye  schewing^  him 
semhlant*  of  wrefe  [2898]  J»an  he  fat*  supporie])  hym 
or  preise])  him  in  his  mysdoynge  at*  laughe])  at*  his 
foly  [2899]  IT  And  J^is  same  Salomon  seif  afterward 
])af  by  fe  soriful  yese  of  a  man  )»af  is  to  sayn  by 
sory  and  heuy  countenat/nce  of  a  man  [2900]  pe  foole 
corrected  and  amende]^  him  self 

[2901]  IT  Than  sayde  Meieby  I  shal  not*  conne  an- 
swere  to  so  mony  resons  as  30  putten  to  me  and 
shewen  /  [2902]  aaif  shortely  joure  wille .  and  joure  coun- 
saile  and  I  am  al  redy  to  fulfiUe  and  performe  it 

[2903]  IT  Than  Dame  prudence  diskeuered  al  her  wille 
vnto  hym  and  saide  [2904]  I  counsaile  30U  f&V  ^e 
abouen  al  ))inge  maken  pees  bytwene  god  and 
30we  [2905]  and  hep  recofisailled  vnto  him  and  to  his 
grace.  [2906]  ffor  I  haue  seicJ  jow  here  byfore  IT  God 
hsLp  suf&ed  30U  to  haue  p]a  tribulaciofi  and  dissese  for 
^oure  synnes .  [2907]  And  if  ^e  doo  as  I  say  jowe  ^god  wil 
sende  ^ome  aduersaries  vnto  30U  [2908]  and  make  hem 
to  falle  at*  ^oure  fete  redy  to  joure  wille  and  joure  com- 
aundement*  [2909]  IT  ffor  Salomon  seij^ef  Whan  ]>e  con- 
dicion  of  man  is  plesaunte  and  likinge  to  god  [2910]  he 
chaungeth  ))e  hertes  of  ))e  mannes  aduersaries  and  con- 
streyne])  hem  to  bysechen  him  of  pees  and  of  grace 
[291 1]  IT  And  I  prei  30U  lat*  me  speke  wi)»  ^oure  aduersaries 
in  privy  place.  [2912]  for  pei  shal  not*  knowe  it* 
be  3oure  wille  ne  ^oure  assent*.  [2913]  And  )»an  whan 
I  knowe  her  witi  and  assent*!  I  may  counsaile  30U 
ye  more  suerly 

[2914]  IT    Dame    quod    Meieby  dof  3our  witt  and 
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^oure  lyking*    [2915]   ffor  I    putte    me   fulli    in    joma 
disposicion  and  ^oure  ordjnaunce 

[2916]  IT  Than  dame  pradence  whan  [she]  seg^  ]?e 
wille  of  her  husbonde  and  she  delyuered  her  and  toke  avice 
by  hure  self  [2917]  )>enkinge  by  her  6elf<  how  she  my^f  bringe 
)»is  nede  Tnto  a  goode  conclusion  and  a  good  eende 
[2918]  IF  And  whan  she  8ee3e  her  tyme  she  senf  for  Jiise 
aduersaries  to  come  vnto  her  into  a  piyvy  place 
[2919]  and  schewed  wisely  vnto  hem  pe  greet*  goodnesse 
])af  commej)  of  pees.  [2920]  and  ])e  grete  harmes  and 
periles  ])af  ben  in  werre.  [2921]  and  saide  to  hem  in 
a  goo[d]ly  manera  howe  ])at*  hem  oujten  to  haue  grete  re- 
pentance [2922]  of  ]>e  Iniurie  and  wronge  ]>af  Jiei 
hadden  ydone .  to  Meleby  her  lorde  and  ynto  her  and  vnto 
her  dou^tei' . 

[2923]  And  whan  fei  herden  fe  goodly  wordes  of 
dame  Pradence  [2924]  pei  weren  so  supprised  and 
rauisshed  and  hadden  so  gret  loie  of  hei'  ^at*  wondere 
was  to  telle  [2925]  IT  0  lady  quod  pei  je  IT  han  schewed 
vnto  YS  fe  blissinge  of  swetnesse  aftere  ^e  Sawe  of 
dauid  fe  prophete.  [2926]  ffor  J)e  reconsilinge  which 
we  ne  bene  not*  worj^i  to  haue  in  no  manere .  [2927]  but*  we 
ou^f  to  requiren  it*  wi]>  grete  contriciofi  and  humilite 
[2928]  je  as  30ur6  grete  goodnesse  ha^  presented  vnto  us 
[2929]  Kow  se  we  wel  fe  science  and  ^e  konyng* 
of  Salomofl  is  ful  trewe  [2930]  for  he  seij)  Jat^ 
swete  wordes  mtdtiplien  and  encresen  freendes.  and 
maken  schrewes  to  be  debonayro  and  meke 

[2931]  Certes  quod  Jei  we  putten  oure  dede  and 
al  our  matere.  and  cause  alhooUy  in  ^oure  good  wille 
[2932]  and  bene  redy  to  obeye  to  pe  speche  and  pe  comaunde- 
ment*  of  my  lord  Melebye  [2933]  IT  And  ferfore  our  dere 
and  benigne  lady  we  preien  30U  and  bysechen  30U  as 
mekely  as  we  conne  or  mowen  [2934]  IT  )?at*  ^it*  like  vnto 
3oure  grete  goodnesse  to  fuliille  in  dede  joure  good- 
ly   wordes     [2935]    ffor    we    consideren    and    knowen 
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fat*  we  han  oflfended  and  greued  my  lorde  Melebie  out*  of 
mesure  [2936]  so  fer  for)»  )>at*  we  bene  naf  a  power  to 
maken  bis  a[men]dys.  [2937]  and  Jyerfore  we  oblie  and 
bjnde  ys  and  our  frendes  forto  doo  al  bis  wille  and  bis 
comaundement<  [2938]  But*  perauenture  be  ba]>  sucb 
bevynesse  and  sucb  wretb  to  ys  wardf  by  cause  of  our 
defence  [2939]  j)at*  be  wil  enioyne  vs  suebe  peyne 
as  we  may  not*  bere  ne  susteyne  [2940]  IT  And  J^erfora 
noble  lady  we  biseke  to  joure  wommanly  pite. 
[2941]  takef  BVLch.  avisement*  in  pia  nede  pai?  we  ne  our 
frendes  ben  not*  disberited  ne  distroied  ]>orgb  ouie 
foly 

[2942]  Certis  quod  Prudence  it*  is  an  barde  finge  and 
rijt*  perilous  [2943]  fat*  man  put  bim  al  vtterly 
in  f e  arbitracion  and  lugement*  and  in  f e  mygbt*  and 
power  of  bis  enemyes  [2944]  IF  ffor  Salomon  seijj  Leueji 
and  3eue]>  credence  to  fat  I  sbal  sayn  IT  I  say 
quod  be  ^if  puple  and  gouemours  of  boly  cburcb* 
[2945]  to  fi  sone.  to  fi  wif  and  fi  frende.  ne  to 
fi  brofer.  [2946]  ne  jeue  fou  neuere  myjf  ne 
maistrie  of  fi  body  wbile  fou  lyuest*  [2947]  IF  No  we 
sitb  fat*  be  forfendef .  fat*  man  sbuld  not*  3eue  to  bis 
brofer  ne  to  bis  freende  fe  my^t*  of  bis  body  [2948] 
Tban  by  a  strenger  reson  be  forfendef  and  forbedef .  a 
man  to  jeue  bym  self  vnto  bis  enemye  [2949]  H  And  nafe- 
les  I  counsaile  ^owe  fat*  30  ne  mystrest*  not*  my  lorde 
[2950]  for  I  woote  wel  and  knowe  verrely  fat*  be  is 
debonaire  and  meke.  large  and  curtays .  [2951]  and  no 
])inge  desirous  ne  coueitous  of  good  ne  riccbesse.  [2952] 
ffor  nys  no  f  inge  in  f  is  world  fat  be  desiref . 
saue  oonly  worsbip  and  bonowr  [2953]  IT  fferfermore 
I  knowe  wel  and  I  am  ri^f  swre  fat*  be  wil  no  finge 
doo  in  f  is  nede  wif-out*  counsaile  of  me .  [2954]  And  I 
sbal  so  worcbe  in  f is  cause  fat*  by  f e  grace  of  our  lorde 
god  3e  sbul  be  recounsailled  vnto  ys . 

[2955]    Tban   seide    fei   wif   oon   vois.   Worsliipful 
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ladj  we  putten  ts  and  ouie  IT  goodes  al  fully  in  ^onre  willo 
and  in  ^oure  disposisiciofi  [2956]  and  bene  redj  forto  come 
what*  day  ^at*  if  like})  vnto  jourd  noblenesse  to  lymyte  yb  or 
asigne  ts  [2957]  forto  make  ooie  obligaciofi  and  be  bonnde  as 
Btronge  as  if  hkep  vnto  ^oure  goodnesse  [2958]  ^t*  we  may 
fulfille  ^  will  of  30W  and  of  my  lorcl  Melebye . 

[2959]  And  whan  dame  prudence  had  %  'herde  J>e  an- 
swers of  )»ise  men  she  bad  hem  go  ageyn  prively 
[2960]  And  she  retomed  to  her  lord  Meleby  and  told 
hym  how  she  fand  his  adueisaries  ful  repentaunte  [2961] 
knowlechyng*  ful  lowly  her  synnes  and  trespases  /  and  howe 
]»ei  weren  redy  to  suf&en  al  peyne .  [2962]  requiryng*  and 
preying^  hym  of  me/*cye  and  pite 

[2963]  IT  J)an  saide  Meleby  he  is  wel  worf  to 
haue  pardone  and  for^euenesse  of  his  synne .  ])af  excuse];  naf 
his  synne.  [2964]  buf  knowlecche])  and  repente)> 
hym  asking*  Indulgence  [2965]  IT  £for  Senec  say .  There 
is  pe  remyssioii  and  for^euenes  f  wher  as  ^e  confession  is . 
[2966]  ifor  confession  is  neighbour  to  Innocence.  [2967] 
^  And  he  saj)  in  an  opev  place  i^  f at*  he  faf  hsLp  shame  of 
his  synne  and  knowlecheji  itf  is  wor])i  remyssioii. 
And  ^refoi'  I  assent*  and  conferme  me  to  haue  pees. 
[2968]  But*  it*  is  good  faf  we  doo  it*  not*  wijK)uf  ^assent* 
of  oure  frendes 

[2969]  Than  was  prudence  ri^f  glad  and  loyftU 
and  saide  ])is  [2970]  IT  Certes  sire  quod  she  ye  ban  wel  and 
goodly  answerd.  [2971]  ffor  rijt*  as  by  the  counsaile  of 
assent*  and  helpe  of  joure  frendes  ^e  haue  ben  stired 
to  yenge  30U.  and  make  werre.  [2972]  Ri^t*  so  wij>- 
outen  her  connsaOe  shal  je  not*  accorde  30U  ne  haue 
pees  wij)  ^oure  aduersaries  [2973]  IT  ffor  pe  la  we  saif . 
Ther  nys  no  Jing*  so  good  by  way  of  kynge  as  finge 
to  bene  vnbouiide  by  hym  fat*  it*  was  ybounde 

[2974]  And  fan  Dame  prudence  wif-outen  delay 
or  tarynge  sent*  anoon  Massagers  for  her  kynne  and  for 
her  olde  frendes  which  fat*  were  trowe  and  wise  [2975] 
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and  tolde  hem  by  order  iu  )»e  presence  of  Me[le]l)ye  al 
p'lA  matere  as  it<  is  aboue  expressed  and  declared .  [2976] 
and  preyed  hem  Jjat?  f  ai  wolde  3euen  her  avice  and  coun- 
saile  whaf  besf  were  to  doo  in  pid  nede  [2977]  IT  And 
whan  Melibies  frendes  had  taken  her  avise  and  deliber- 
aciofl  of  )>is  forseide  matere  [2978]  and  hadden  examyned 
it*  by  grete  bysynesse  and  grete  diligence.  [2979]  ^ei  ^af 
ful  counsaiUe  forto  haue  pees  and  rest*.  [2980]  And  )»at* 
Melebius  shuld  receyuen  wi]>  good  hert*  his  aduersaries 
to  for3euenesse  and  Mercy . 

[2981]  K  And  whan  dame  prudence  had  here) 
]>assenf  of  her  lord  Melebius  and  pe  counsaile  of  his  frendes 
[2982]  accorde  wif  her  wille  and  her  entencioft  [2983] 
she  was  wonderly  glad  in  heii;*  and  saide  [2984] 
Ther  is  and  olde  prouerbe  quod  She  sei)>f  ]>a,if  pe 
goo[d]nesse  p&V  thou  maist*  doo  p\a  day  do  it*  [2985]  and 
abyde  nat*  til  [le  soir  ne\  to  morowe.  [2986]  And 
^^oi'  ^I  counsaile  30U  ]?at*  ye  sende  ^oure  massagers  which 
^f  bene  discrete  and  wise .  [2987]  vnto  ^oure  aduersaries 
Telling*  hem  in  ^our  bihalf*  [2988]  J^at*  ^if  p^i  wil 
trete  of  pees  and  accorde.  [2989]  ])at*  )»ei  shapen  hem 
wif^-oute  delay  or  taryng*  to  come  vnto  vs.  [2990] 
Which  ^inge  was  pcrfourmed  in  dede .  [2991]  And 
whan  }}ise  trespasours  and  repcntynge  folk  of  her 
folies  ]>at  is  to  say  \q  aduersaries  of  melebye  [2992] 
hadden  hercl  whaf  pQ  massagers  saideu  vnto  hem . 
[2993]  )>ei  were  ri^t*  glad  and  loiful  and  answerden 
ful  mekely  and  benygnely  [2994]  ^eeldinge  graces  and 
thonkingges  to  her  lorde  Melebie  and  to  al  his  companye 
[2995]  and  shopen  hem  wi)>-oute  lay  to  goo  wi]>  )»e 
massagers  and  obey  to  ^  Comaundemenf  of  her  lorde 
Melebius 

[2996]  IF  And  rijt*  anoon  fei  token  her  way  to  J>e 
courte  of  Meleby  [2997]  and  token  to  hem  some 
of  her  trewe  frendys  to  make  fei])  for  hem  and  forto 
bene  her  borowes  [2998]  IT  And  whan  fei  were  co7«men  to 
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pQ  presence  of  melebius  he  seide  hem  pise  woides 
[2999]  If  stonde)^  )»us  quod  Melebie  and  so})  it*  ia 
)»af  36  [3000]  causolees  and  wiji-ouf  skille  and  leson 
[3001]  haue  done  grete  iniuries  and  wronges  to  me  and 
to  my  wiff  Prudence  And  to  my  IT  dou^tere  also .  [3002]  ffor 
^e  han  entied  into  myn  hous  by  violence  [3003]  and  haue 
done  such  outrage  ])at*  oHe  men  knowe  wel  fat  36  han 
deserued  J>e  deej»  [3004]  And  ferfore  wil  I  knowe 
and  witf  of  30U  [3005]  whej>ere  3e  putte  fe 
punsshmenf'^and  ^e  chastisemerif  and  ^e  vengeaunce  of 
^is  outrage  in  Jje  will  of  me  and  of  my  wif  Dame  Prudence 
or  3e  wil  not 

[3006]  Than  fe  wisest*  of  hem  jire  answerf  for 
hem  alle  and  seide  [3007]  IF  Sire  quod  he  we  knowe 
wel  fat*  we  bene  vnworjii  to  come  vnto  )?e  Suerte  mto 
80  grete  [a  lord]  and  so  woi)>i  as  30  bene.  [3008]  fibr 
we  han  so  gretely  mystaken  ys  and  haue  offended  and  gilted 
in  such  a  wise,  ageyn  30ure  hegh  lordship.  [3009]  ]»f 
trewly  we  han  deserued  fe  deej>.  [3010]  Buf  3it*  fot 
J»e  grete  goodnesse  and  debonairte  fat*  aH  men  don 
witnesse  of  30ure  persone  /  [301 1]  We  submytten  vs  to 
^our  excellence  and  benygnyte  of  3oure  ga*acious  lordship . 
[301 2]  for  we  bene  redy  to  obey  to  aH  30ure  comaundementes 
[3013]  bysekinge  30U  fat*  of  30ure  merciable  pite  30 
wil  considere  our  grete  ropentaunce  and  lowe  submyssion 
[3014]  and  graunf  us  foi^euenesse  of  our6  outrageous 
trespas  and  offence.  [3015]  ffor  wel  wo  knowen  fat*  3ouie 
liberaH  grace  and  m^rcie  strecchef  forfere  into  good- 
nesse fan  dof  our  outrageous  trespas  into  -wnkked- 
nesso.  [3016]  ^al  be  if  faf  cursedly  and  damp- 
nably  we  han  ygilf  a3einsf  3oure  grete  lordship 

[3017]  IT  Than  Melebye  toke  hem  vp  fro  fe  grounde 
ful  benygnely  [3018]  and  receyued  her  oblacions  and  her 
londes  by  her  ofes  vpon  her  plegges  and  borowes.  [3019] 
And  assigned  hem  a  certeyn  day  to  retourne  vnto  his 
courte  [3020]  forto  accepte  and  to  receyue  f  e  sentence  and 
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luggement*  of  faf  Melebye  wil  comaunde  to  be  done  to  hem 
by  Jiae  causes  to-fore  seide .  [302 1]  whicli  fingges  ordeyned  / 
.  euery  man  •  retowmed  borne  to  his  bous 

[3022]  IF  And  whan  J>af  Dame  Pradence  segh  her 
tyme.  she  f[r]ayned  and  asked  her  lorde  [3023]  what;' 
vengeaunce  he  ))0U3f  to  take  on  his  aduersaries 

[3024]  To  which  Melebins  answerd  and  saide .  Certys 
quod  I  I  thenk*  and  pwrpoos  me  fully  [3025]  to  dis- 
herite  hem  and  al  J»at*  euere  J»ei  haue  and  forto  putte 
hem  in  exile  for  ei|ere.moo 

[3026]  IF  Certw  quod  dame  Prudence  J>is  were  a  cruel 
sentence  and  mochel  a3ein8t  reaon.  [3027]  ffor  ^e  bene 
riche  ynou^e  and  haue  no  nede  of  oper  mennys  good  / 
[3028]  and  30  my^ten  lightely  gete  30U  a 
coueitous  name  [3029]  Whiche  is  a  vidious  J>inge  and  ou^te 
to  bene  escbewedf  of  euery  man  [3030]  IT  ffor  aftere  fe  sawe 
of  f  e  word  of  ))e  apostel  Coueityse  is  roote  of  alle  harmes 
[3031]  And  ])erfore  it*  were  better^  to  30U  to  lese  so  mochel 
good  of  30ure  owne.  ])an  forto  take  of  her  good  in  fis 
manere .  [3032]  ffor  bettere  it  is  to  lese  good  wit^  "Worship 
fan  it*  is  to  wynne  good  wiji  vileny  and  shame ./  [3033]  And 
euery  man  ou3t*  to  doo  his  diligence  of  his  bysynesse 
to  geten  hym  a  good  name .  [3034]  And  3it*  shal  he  not* 
oonly  bysyen  him  in  kepinge  his  good  name  [3035]  But* 
he  shal  also  enfoisen  him  alway  to  doon  aomme  Jiinge  by 
.which  he  may  renouelle  his  good  name  [3036]  IT  ffor  if  is 
written  IT  The  olde  good  lose  or  good  name  of  a  man- 
ia sone  done  or  goon  or  passed  whan  it*  is  not*  newed  ne  re- 
nouelled  [3037]  And  as  touching*  jiat*  ^e  sayn  3e 
wil  exile  3oure  aduersaries  [3038]  J^at*  ))enke)»  me 
moch  i^einst*  reson.  and  out*  of  mesure  [3039]  con- 
sidered, fe  power  paif  pei  ban  3euen  30U  vpon  hem  self 
[3040]  ^  And  it*  is  writen  ^  that*  he  is  wor]>i  to  lesen  his 
privelegge  fat*  mysvsef  fe  my3t*  and  fe  power  fat* 
is  3euen  hym  [3041]  And  I  sette  caas  3e  my3t*  enioyne 
hem    fat*    peyne    by  ri3f  and    lawe    [3042]    which    I 
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trowe  je  mowe  not»  doo  [3043]  I  say  je  my^f  not;* 
put?  if  to  execucion  perauentuie  /  [3044]  and  ^an 
were  if  likly  to  retoume  to  ^e  -werre  as  it  was  byfome 
[3045]  And  Jyerfoie  }if  ^e  )»an  wol  p&V  men  don  ^^ou  obeis- 
annce  30  mosf  deme  more  cnrtaiBly  [3046]  This  is  to 
sayn  30  mosf  ^eue  more  esy  sentences  and  luggementys . 
[3047]  ffor  if  is  writen  }}af  he  p&i?  mosf  curteiBly 
comaunde)»  to  hym  men  mosf  obeyen  [3048]  IF  And  )»er- 
fore  I  prey  30U  )»af  in.  pis  necessite  and  in  pia  nede 
je  casf  30a  to  oouercome  301116  herf .  [3049]  ffor  Senec* 
Baip .  He  )»af  ouercomme)»  his  herf  ouercotnme^ 
twies ./  [3050]  IT  And  Tullius  saiji .  Ther  nys  no  fing*  so 
comendable  in  a  grete  lord  [305 1]  as  whan  he  is  debonaire 
and  meke  and  apaisetli  hym  self  lightly .  [3052]  And  I  prey 
jou  J»af  ye  wil  forbore  nowe  to  do  vengeaunce  [3053]  in 
audi  a  maner  pat  ymr  good  name  may  be  kepf  and 
consemed  [3054]  and  ^f  men  mow  han  a  cause  and 
matere  to  preise  30U  of  pite  and  of  mercy  [3055]  and 
]»af  30  haue  no  cause  to  repenf  30U  of  })inge  ])af  3e  doon 
[3056]  IT  ffor  Senec*  sai]>.  He  ouercomme)»  in  an  euel 
manere  faf  repente]>  hym  of  his  victorie.  [3057]  Wher- 
fore  I  prey  30U  laf  mercy  be  in  30i]re 
herf  [3058]  to  ^  effecte  and  entenf  ^af  god 
almy3ty  haue  mercy  on  30U  in  his  lasf  luggemenf  [3059] 
IT  ffor  seinf  lame  8ei)»  in  his  Epistel  IT  luggemenf  wi)h 
oute  mercy  shal  be  do  to  hym  ])af  ha])  no  mercy  on 
another  wijf 

[3060]  Whan  Melebius  had  herd  ^e  grete  skilles 
and  resons  of  dame  *  Prudence  and  her  wise  enformacion 
and  techinge.  [3061]  His  herf  gan  enclyne  to  ])e  wille  of 
lus  wif.  considerynge  her  trewe  entenf.  [3062]  Con- 
feimed .  hym  anon  and  contened  fully  to  woichen  aftere  her 
counsaile  [3063]  and  ])onked  god  of  whome  procede])  al 
goodnesse  J^af  hym  senf  a  IT  wif  of  so  grete 
discrecion  [3064]  And  whan  \%  day  come  ^f  his  aduer- 
saiies  shuld  apperen*  in  his  presence  [3065]  he  speke 
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to  hem  ful  goodely  And  saide  in  fis  wise .  [3066]  Al  be 
it*  800  )>at*  of  joure  pride  and  hegli  presumpcion  and  foly . 
and  of  ^ouie  negligence  and  vnkonyng*  [3067]  ^e  ban 
mysbom  30a.  'and  trespased  vnto  me  [3068]  ^if  for  aa 
mocbe  as  I  See  and  byholde  jouie  grete  bumilite 
[3069]  and  )»af  ^e  bene  sory  and  repentaunte  of  joure  giltes . 
[3070]  If  constreyne}}  me  to  do  jou  grace ./  and  meicy 
[307 1]  and  wherfore  I  receyue  30U  to  my  grace .  [3072]  And 
forjeue  30U  vtterly  al  fe  offences  Iniuries  and  wrongge^ 
)»af  ^e  have  done  a^einsf  me  and  myne  [3073]  to  pis 
effecte  and  to  Jiis  eende  paif  god  of  his  endelees  meicye 
[3074]  wil  af  j)e  tyme  of  our  deyinge  forjeiie  vs  our 
giltes  paif  we  ban  trespased  vnto  hym  in  ]7is  wrecched 
world.  [3075]  ffor  douteleesjif  we  bene  sory  and  repentaunte 
of  Jie  synnes  and  giltes  in  pe  which  we  ban  trespased  in  J^e 
sijf  of  oure  lorde  god .  [3076]  be  is  so  free  and  so  merci- 
able,  [3077]  y&if  he  *wil  forjeue  vs  oure  gQtes  [3078] 
and  brynge  ts  to  pe  blisse  paif  neuere  ha)»  eende  .  AmeN . 

f  Here  ende^  ohanoert  tale  of  melebye 
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And  here  hygjimef  }e  prologe  of  )>e  Monke ./       {2^  m] 

Whan  ended  was  my  tale  of  Meleby 
And  of  Prudence  and  her  benygnyte  3080 

Our  hoosf  Haide  as  I  am  feijiful  man 
And  by  J)e  corps  precious  Matrian 
I  had  leuer  ^an  a  barel  of  ale . 

That*  good  loue  my  wif  had  herd  f  is  tale  3084 

.  Ifor  she  nys  no  ]>inge  of  such  pacience 
As  was  pilk  Melebies  Dame  Prudence 
By  goddes  bones  whan  I  bete  my  knaues 
She  bringe]>  me  for]>  pQ  -grete  clubbed  staues  3088 

And  crieth  Slee  )»oo  dogges  eueiychofi 
And  breke  of  hem  bo])  bak  and  boon 
And  }if  )»at*  eny  neighbour  of  myne 
Wil  nat*  to  my  wif  in  church  enclyne  3092 

Or  be  so  hardy  to  hure  do  trespas 
Whan  she  commep  hoom  she  rampe)»  in  my  face 
And  crie])  fals  cowardf  kepe  and  wreke  pi  wiff 
By  goddes  bonys  T  wil  haue  J)i  knyfF  3096 

And  Jow  shalf  haue  my  distaff  and  go  spynnc 
ffrom  day  to  nyghf  Jus  she  wil  bygynne 
Alias  she  seijj  fat*  euer  I  was  yshape 
To  wedde  a  Milksop  or  a  cowardf  ap J  3100 

That*  wil  be  ouercome  wij  euery  wijf 
Thow  darsf  not*  stonde  by  J»i  wyues  rijf 
Jjis  is  my  lif  buf  3if  J>at*  I  wil  h^if 

Out*  at*  pe  door  anoon  I  mot*  me  di^t*  3104 

Or  ellys  I  am  lest*  but*  jif  fat*  L 
Be  like  a  wilde  lyofl  fool  hardy . 
I  wote  wele  she  wil  do  me  sclee  som  day 
Somme  neighhoure  of  myne  and  f  ennes  renne  away    3108 
ffor  I  am  perilous  wijj  knyf  in  honde 
Al  be  it*  I  dar  naf  her  withstonde 
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ffoT  she  is  bigge  in  Annes  be  my  faitti 

)>af  shal  he  fynde  |)at*  hir  mysdo^  or  saiji  .  3112 

But*  lat*  Ys  passe  away  fix>  )»is  matere 

My  lorde  ]>e  Monke  quod  he  be  mery  of  chiero  pmT  t47] 

fifor  ^e  shul  telle  a  tale  trewly 

Loo  Eoucliestei^  stant*  here  fast*  by  3116 

Bide  for])  myn  owne  lord  breke  not*  ^oure  game 

But*  by  my  trou)»e  I  knowe  nou^t*  ^oure  name 

Whedere  shal  I  calle  30U  my  lord  dan  lohn 

Or  danne  Thomas  or  danfi  Albofi  3120 

Of  "what*  hous  be  ^e  by  joure  fadei'  kyn 

It*  is  a  gentile  pasture  ]>at*  ^e  goon  In 

Thow  art*  not*  like  a  penannte  or  a  goost* 

Thus  to  pe  Monke  seide  oure  oste  3124 

Yppon  my  fai^e  pon  art*  some  officere 

Som  woTpi  Sexteyn  or  som  selerere 

Sot  by  my  fadere  saule  as  to  my  dome 

Thow  art*  a  maistere  whan  ^ou  art*  at*  home  3128 

No  poor  cloistrere  ne  no  novise 

But*  gouemour  boji  wily  and  wise 

And  ^er-wi]>-al  of  braone  and  of  bonys 

A  wel  farynge  persone  for  pe  nonys  3132 

I  pray  god  ^eue  hym  confasiofi 

That*  fe  furst*  broujt*  to  Religiofl 

fFor  f ou  woldesf  haue  bene  a  tredeforj  arijf 

Haddesf  thou  as  grete  leue  as  )>ou  hast  my^t*  3136 

To  p^rformo  al  pi  lust*  in  engendrure 

Thow  haddest*  ygete  mony  a  creature 

Alias  whi  werest*  pow  so  wide  a  cope 

God  3eue  sorowe  to  me  and  I  were  pope  3140 

Kot*  oonly  jiou  but*  euery  my3ty  man . 

Thon3e  he  were  shore  brode  vpon  pe  pan . 

Shuld  haue  a  wiff  for  al  pe  worW  is  lorfl 

Beligion  ha]^  take  vp  al  ^e  com  3144 

Of  tredyng  f  and  we  burile  men  beil  but*  slirympes . 

Of  feble  trees  per  conunen  symple  ympes . 
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This  make^  feAf  ome  heires  bene  so  sclendere 

And  feble  )»af  )>ei  may  nof  wel  engender  3148 

This  make}^  ^at*  our  wyues  wil  assay 

Belygious  folic  for  ^ei  may  bettera  paye  I 

Of  Venes  payment*  J>an  i;aay  we  | 

God  woof  no  lassheboumes  pay  ^e        n«rf«*7,  »»ckl       3152  ^! 

Be  nat*  WTo))e  my  lorde  ^u^e  I  play  I 

ffor  ofte  in  game  a  soye  I  haue  herd  say 

This  wor}yi  monke  toke  ail  in  pacience 

And  saide  I  wil  doon  al  my  diligence  3156 

As  fer  as  sowneth  unto  honeste 

To  telle  30U  a  tale  or  two  or  |)re 

And  ^if  ^e  list*  to  herken  hiderwarde 

I  wil  30U  say  pe  lif  of  seinf  Edward  3160 

Or  elles  furst  tregedies  wil  I  30U  telle 

Of  which  I  haue  an  hundred  in  my  Selk 

Tregedie  is  forto  seyn  a  certeyn  storie 

As  olde  bookes  make  vs  memorie  3164 

Of  hem  ^at*  stood  in  grete  prosp^te 

And  is  falle  out*  of  hie  degree 

Into  Miserye  and  ende}^  wrechedly 

And  Jei  bene  versefied  comonly  3168 

Of  sex  fete  of  which  men  callen  exametrofi 

In  proose  eke  bene  endited  mony  ofi 

In  metera  eke  and  in  sondry  wise 

loo  piB  daring*  aujt*  ynow  suffise  3172 

Now  herkene))  ^if  jou  like  to  here 

Buf  furst*  I  30U  biseche  in  Jis  manere 

^ou^e  I  be  ordred  tel  not  pise  pingges 

Be  if  of  Popes  Emperoiirs  or  kyngge*  3176 

After  her  Age  as  men  may  writen  fynde 

Buf  telle  hem  som  byfore  and  some  behynde 

As  it  commef  nowe  in  my  remembrau»ce 

Haue  me  excused  of  myn  ignoraunce  3180 

^  Here  bygyime}^  >e  prologe  of  pe  monke 

FETWOKTH    M6  (6-T.  S66) 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


8ix-TBrr  256 
oBoup  B.  §  12.  monk's  talk.  Petworth  MS. 


[No  breaks  between  the  stanzas  in  the  MS,  except  for 
the  red  headings,'] 


And  here  bygynne]^  \t  monkes  tale 


ion  UofUl.baO^ 


^]}etale 


3184 


I  vol  by-waile  in  iiia[ne]re  of  tr^edie 
)>e  harme  of  hem  ^at*  stonden  in  hie  degrie 
And  fSdlen  so  }yat*  ^er  nys  no  remedye 
To  bringe  hem  out*  of  her  aduersite 
ffor  certeynly  whan  fortune  list  to  flee 
^er  may  no  man  of  hii^  ^e  cours  wi}yholde 
Lat*  no  man  tresf  on  blynde  prosperite 
Be]»  ware  of  J^ise  ensamples  trewe  and  olde    \yMtuxi\     3188 

AIT  Primo  de  Lnoifero  f 
t^  lucifere  ^on^e  he  an  aungel  were 
And  nat*  a  man .  buf  af  hym  I  wil  bygynne 
ffor  ^ou^e  fortune  may  noon  aungel  dere 
ffroo  higti  degre  ^er  felle  he  for  hys  synne 
Downe  into  helle  wwere  he  ^if  is  Inne 
0  lucifer  brijtest*  of  aungels  aUe 
Now  art*  )k)u  Sathanas  }yaf  maist*  nat.twynne 
Oaf  of  myserie  in  which  ^at*  }you  art*  falle 

L^  Be  Adam ./ 
oo  Adam  in  ^  feelde  of  Damyssene 
Wi^  goddes  oune  fyngers  wrou^t*  was  he 
And  noujf  bygeten  of  mannes  sperme  vnclene 
And  wolf  al  Paiadys  sauyng*  oon  tree 
Had  neuere  worldly  man  so  hie  degre 
As  Adam  vnto  he  wy^  nyce  gonemafice 
Was  dryue  ouf  of  his  high  prosperite 
To  laboure  and  to  helle  and  to  meechafice 
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LIT  Be  Sampsone 
o  Sampson  p9,if  was  annunciate 
By  ^e  Aungel  longe  er  his  natiuite 
And  was  to  god  almy3ty  consecrate 

And  stoode  in  noblesse  while  fat  he  my^t  see  3208 

Was  neuer  such  a  no^r  as  was  he 
To  speke  of  strength,  and  ^rto  hardynesse 
But*  to  his  wyues  tolde  he  his  secree 
Thourgh  which  he  sclou^e  hym  self  for  wiecchednese  3212 

If  Sampson  f  is  noble  and  my^ty  champion 
Wi]>-oute  wepen  saaf  his  hondes  tway 
He  sclough  and  also  to-rent*  ^e  lyofi 
Toward  his  weddyng*  walking*  by  fe  way  3216 

His  fals  wif  coude  hy w  so  wel  plese  and  pray 
Til  she  his  counsaile  knewe  and  she  mtrewe 
To  his  foos  his  counsaile  gan  to  wrye 
And  hym  forsoke  and  toke  ano^er  newe  3220 

Thie  hundred  foxes  toke  Sampson  for  Ire 
And  alle  her  tailes  he  to-gyder  bonde . 
And  Sette  ^e  foxes  tailles  a  fire  cic^Ms^iMAr] 

ffor  he  in  euery  taile  had  knytte  a  bronde  3224 

And  pei  brent*  al  pe  comes  of  ^at*  londe 
And  al  her  oliueros  an  vynes  eke 
A  thowsand  he  sclough  eke  wi)>  his  honde 
And  had  no  wepon  but*  an  asses  cheke  3228 

Whan  Jei  were  sclayn  so  ^rested  hym  fat  he 
was  wel  nye  lorn  wherfor  he  gan  to  preye 
)^af  god  wolde  of  his  peyne  haue  som  pite 
And  sende  hym  drynke  or  ellys  most*  he  deye  3232 
And  out  of  his  asses  cheke  fat*  was  so  dreye 
Out*  of  a  wonge  toth  spronge  anofi  a  welltf 
Of  whiche  he  dronk*  ynouje  shortly  to  [     .    . 
no  gap  in  the  MS.]  telle  3236 
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By  verraj  force  af  Algason  ypon  a  nyjt* 
Maugre  the  philistiens  of  ^at*  Cite 
fe  gatys  of  fat*  toune  he  haf  vp  pK3t« 
And  on  his  bak  caried  hem  haf  he  3240 

Hie  ypon  an  hille  fat*  men  my3t*  See 
0  noble  almyjty  sampson  leef  and  deie 
Haddest*  ^u  nat<  to  wommen  told  f  i  secre 
In  al  J>is  world  ne  had  ben  J>i  pere  3244 

This  Sampson  neif  er  Sither  dronk  ne  wyne 
Ke  on  his  hede  come  neifere  rasooi'  ne  Shere 

[. no  gap  in  the  M8.^ 

fifor  al  f  e  strength  in  his  heres  were  3248 

And  fully  xx**  wynter  jeer  by  jere 

He  had  of  Israel  }ye  gouernaunce . 

But*  he  shal  wepe  mony  a  tere 

£for  wommen  men  bryngen  to  meschaunce  3252 

To  his  lemmon  his  Dalyaunce  he  told 
That*  in  his  herns  al  his  strengths  lay 
And  falsly  to  his  foomen  she  hym  sold 
And  sclepinge  in  her  barme  ypon  a  day  3256 

She  made  to  clippe  or  shere  his  heer  away 
And  made  his  foomen  ail  his  craft*  to  aspyen 
And  whan  fat*  f ei  foofide  hym  in  f is  aray 
)>ei  bounde  hym  fast*  and  put*  out*  his  yen  3260 

But*  er  his  heer  was  yclipped  or  shaue 

Ther  was  no  boonde  wif  which  men  myjf  hyw*  bynde 

But*  now  he  is  in  p7ison  put*  in  a  kaue  [ieart49] 

Where  as  ])ei  made  hym  at*  fe  queme  grynde  3264 

O  noble  Sampson  strongest*  of  mankynde 

O  whilom  luge  in  glorie  &  richesse 

Kow  maist*  f ow  wepe  wif  fine  eyen  blynde 

Sifens  fow  art*  from  wele  falle  into  wrecchednesse      3268 
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The  eende  of  l^ise  catyfs  was  as  I  shal  say 
His  ffoomen  made  a  feesf  vpon  a  day 
And  made  hym  as  her-foole  to-fom  hem  play 
And  ^is  was  [in]  a  temple  of  a  grete  aray  3272 

Bat*  at*  ye  last*  he  made  a  foule  afray 
ffor  he  two  postes  shoke  and  made  hem  faUe 
And  downe  fiii  temple  and  al  ^r  if  lay 
And  sdough  hym  self  and  eke  his  foomen  all^  3276 

This  is  to  say  pe  princes  euerechofk 
And  eke  a  thowsand  bodyes  were  ^ere  sclayfi 
WiJ  &lling*  of  fe  grete  temple  of  stofi 
Of  Sampson  ne  wil  I  no  more  sayfk  3280 

Be  ware  of  ^ise  ensamples  olde  and  playn 
J^at*  no  man  telle  her  counsaile  to  her  wyves 
Of  suche  ]»inge  as  pel  wolde  haue  secre  feiyn 
3if  ]»af  if  touche  her  ly77imes  or  hir  lyues .  3284 

Olf  DeEronle./ 
f  Ercule  this  souereyn  conquerour 
Syugen  his  werkes  lewde  and  high  renoun . 
ffor  in  his  tyme  of  strengl£  he  here  ^e  flour 
He  slowe  and  raff  ]»e  skyn  fro  fe  Ijoun  3288 

He  of  Sentawres  laide  ^e  boosf  a  doun 
He  Arpies  sclowe  ^e  cruel  briddes  felle 
He  golden  apples  byraff  ^e  dragoun 
He  drowe  ouf  Serbyrois  fe  hound  of  helle  3292 

He  sclowe  ^e  cruel  tyraunf  Buscrus 
And  made  his  hors  to  frete  hyin  flessh  and  bofi 
He  sclough  pe  verrey  serpenf  venemous 
Of  Achiles  two  homes  breke  he  on  3296 

An  he  sclowgh  Cacus  in  a  kaue  of  stoft 
He  sclowgh  ^e  geaunte  Anteus  pe  strong* 
He  sclowe  ]>e  giisly  boore  and  |)af  anofi 
And  bare  fe  hede  vpon  his  nek*  longe      [ieafti9,iMck]     S3W 
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Was  neuer  wi^t*  si^en  fe  worlcl  bygan 
^at*  Bclowe  so  mony  monstres  as  did  he 
]90TgIi-ouf  pia  wide  worlcl  his  name  ran 
What*  for  his  strengtii  and  for  his  bounte  3304 

And  euery  Eewme  went*  he  forto  See 
He  was  so  stionge  no  man  my^f  hym  lette 
And  bo^  pe  worldes  ende  sai^  trophe 
In  stode  of  bondes  he  a  pilei'  sette  3308 

A  lemman  had  }yis  noble  Campiofl 
That*  bight*  Dianyre  fressti  as  may 
And  as  ^e  clerkes  maken  menciofl 

She  ha^  hym  sent*  a  shert*  fressh  and  gay  3312 

AUas  ^is  shert*  and  welaway 
Even3rmed  was  subtilly  wi^-aU 
That*  ere  ^at*  he  had  wered  it*  half  a  day 
If  made  his  bones  from  his  flesshe  falls  3316 

But*  na^eles  some  derkes  her  excusen 
By  oon  fat*  bight*  Nessus  faf  it*  maked . 
Be  as  be  may  I  wil  her  not  acciisen  • 
But*  on  his  bakke  fe  shert*  he  weres  al  naked  .  3320 

Til  }yat*  his  flessK  was  for  f  e  veuyme  blaked 
And  whan  he  segh  noon  of  er  remedye 
In  bote  cooles  he  haf  hyni-self  raked 
ffor  wif  no  venyme  deyned  he  to  dye  3324 

Thus  sterf  f is  worfi  myghty  Ercul(»s 
Lo  who  may  trust*  on  fortune  eny  throwe 
ifor  hym  fat*  folowef  al  fis  world  of  prees 
Er  he  be  ware  is  off  yleide  ful  lowe  3323 

fiul  wise  is  he  faf  hym  self  can  knowe 
Bef  ware  for  whan  faf  fortune  lesf  to  glose 
)?an  waitef  she  her  man  doun  to  throwe 
By  suche  a  way  as  he  wold  lecsf  suppose  3332 
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TIT  De  rege  Kabngodonosor.  / 
he  myjty  trone  pe  precious  tresour 
The  glorious  sceptre  and  real  mageste 
]9af  had  J>e  kynge  Nabugodonosor 

AVi^  tunge  ynnej)  may  /  discrivod  be  3336 

He  twyes  nam  I&ntscdem  fe  Cite  peaf  sso] 

The  VesseH  of  J>e  temple  he  wif  hy  w  lad 
At*  Babiloyne  was  his  souereyn  See 
In  which  his  glorie  and  his  delit*  he  had .  3340 

The  fairest*  children  of  fe  blood  Royal 
Of  len^al^m  he  ded  do  gilde  anonon 
And  maked  eche  of  hem  to  bene  Ids  cherie 
Amon[ge]  slA  ofer  Danyel  was  oon  3344 

faV  was  fe  wysesf  childe  of  euerychon 
tfor  he  f  e  dremes  of  pe  kynge  expowned 
Wher  as  in  Caldey  clerb  was  per  noofi 
fat*  Avist*  to  what*  fyne  his  dremes  sowned  3348 

This  prowde  kynge  leto  make  a  stature  of  gol(J 
Sixty  cubites  longe  and  Seuen  in  brede 
To  whiche  ymage  boj)  jonge  and  olde 
Comaunded  he  to  loute  and  haue  in  di-ede  3352 

Or  in  a  fomays  ful  of  flawmes  rede . 
He  shal  be  brent*  faf  wold?  naf  obeye 
But*  neuere  woldf  assent*  vnto  fat*  dede 
Danyel  ne  his  jonge  felawes  tweye  3356 

This  kynge  of  kyugges  prowde  was  and  elate 
lie  wentte  god  J)at*  sitte  in  maieste 
!Ne  myght  liym  naf  byi*eue  of  his  estate 
But*  sodeynly  he  lost*  his  dignyte  3360 

And  like  a  beest*  hy;?i  semed  forto  be 
And  etc  hay  as  an  oxe  and  lay  jjcrout* 
In  reyne  wij)  wUde  beestes  walked  he 
Til  a  corteyn  tyme  was  come  aboute  3364 
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And  like  aii  Egles  fetlieres  was  his  lineres 
His  nailes  like  briddes  clawes  were 
[Til]  God  releued  hym  a  certeyn  ^eres 
And  jaf  hym  witte  and  fan  wif  mony  a  tere  3368 

He  f  onked  god  and  euere  his  lyf  in  fero 
M'as  he  to  doon  amys  in  moie  trespas 

And  or  fat  tyme  ylaide  was  on  his  here  . 

He  knewe  wel  fat  god  was  ful  of  my^f  and  grace       3372  j 

Be  Baltaiar  iieti  B^m  H abngodonosor  filio . 

His  so&e  which  fat*  hi3t*  Baltazar 
That*  heelde  ]>e  legne  aftero  his  faders  day  paafSM^iMck] 

He  by  his  fadere  couf  e  not*  be  war 

ffor  proude  ho  was  of  hert*  and  of  aray  3376 

And  eke  an  ydolater  was  he  ay 
His  high  astate  assui-ed  hym  in  pride 
But*  fortune  cast*  hym  doune  a7id  f  er  he  lay 
And  sodeynly  his  regne  gan  devide  3380 

A  feesf  he  made  vnto  his  lordes  ^]le 
Yppon  a  tyme  and  made  hem  blife  be 
And  fan  his  officers  can  he  calle 

Goof  bryngef  forf  f  e  vessels  quod  he  3384 

Which  fat*  my  fader  in  his  prosperite 
Out*  of  f  e  temple  of  lenwakon  byraff 
And  to  oure  hegh/j  goddes  f  onke  wee 
Of  honur*  fat*  our  elders  wif  vs  laft*  3388 

His  wif  his  lordes  and  his  concubynes 
Ay  dronken  f  e  whiles  her  appetite  la^t* 
Out*  of  fise  noble  vessels  sondry  wynes 
And  on  a  wal  fis  kyng*  his  eyen  cast*  3392 

And  sawe  an  honde  armelees  fat*  wrote  ful  fast 
flfoT  fere  of  which  he  quoke  and  sighed  sore 
This  honde  fat*  baltazar  made  so  soor  agast* 
Wrote  mane  techel  phares  and  no  more  3396 
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In  al  p&if  londe  Mag3rtien  was  fer  noon 
^af  cou^e  expoune  what*  ^is  lettie  ment* 
But*  Danyel  expouned  if  anoon 

And  saide  king*  god  ^i  fetder  sent*  3400 

Glorie  and  honoui'  Eegne  tresour  and  rent* 
And  he  was  proude  and  god  no  ^ing<  dradde 
And  f  erfore  god  grete  wreth  vpon  hym  Sent 
And  hym  by-raft*  pe  regno  ^at*  he  hadde  3404 

He  was  out*  cast*  of  mannys  co^npanye 
Wi])  asses  was  his  habitacion 
And  ete  hay  as  a  beest*  in  wete  ajtd  drye 
Til  ^af  he  knewe  by  grace  arid  by  resofi  3408 

That*  god  of  heuene  ha^  domynaciafi 
Oner  euery  regno  and  euery  creature 
And  ^an  had  god  of  hym  compassioil 
And  hym  restored  his  regno  and  his  figure       [isaftti]  3412 

Eke  pon  )}at*  art*  his  sone  art*  proude  also 
And  knowest*  aH  ^ise  ^ingges  prively 
And  art*  rebel  to  god  and  art*  his  foo 
Thow  drank*  eke  of  his  vessels  boldly  3416 

Thi  wif  eke  and  Ji  wenches  synfully 
Drank*  of  ]»e  same  vessels  sondry  wynes 
And  heried  fals  goddys  cursedly 
periove  to  pe  shapen  grete  peyn  es  3420 

This  hand  was  sent*  fro  god  })af  on  pe  waH 
wrote  mane  techel  phares  trest*  me 
Thy  regne  is  done  Jou  waiest*  not*  at  aft 
Devided  is  pi  regno  and  it*  shal  be  3424 

To  Modes  and  to  perses  3euen  quod  he 
And  piUs*  salne  nyjt*  J>e  kyng*  was  sclawe 
And  Darius  occupie];  his  degre 
They  he  ))erto  nad  noi])er  ri^t*  ne  lawe  3428 
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Lordyngge^  her-by  ensamples  mowe  ^e  take 
How  ]»af  in  lordship  is  no  sikemesse 
ffor  whan  fortune  wil  a  man  forsake 
He  hereip  away  his  regno  and  his  richesse  3432 

And  eke  his  frendes  bo^  more  and  lease 
And  what<  man  hsLp  frendes  Jyorowe  fortune 
Mishappe  wil  make  hem  enemyes  I  gesse 
This  prouerbe  is  fill  80)>e  and  ful  commune  3436 


C: 


If  De  Cenobiaf/ 


^Enobia  of  Palamere  |)e  quene 
Ab  writen  Persians  of  her  noblesse 
6o  wor^i  was  in  Armes  and  so  kene 
faf  no  w^f  passed  hure  in  hardynesse  3440 

Ne  in  lynage  ne  in  o^er  gentilnesse 
Of  fe  kyngga«  blood  of  percy  is  she  descended . 
I  say  |>at*  she  nad  not*  moost*  fairenesse 
But*  of  hure  Shap  she  myjt*  not*  be  amended  3444 

Fro  childhode  I  fynde  J^at*  she  fledde 
Office  of  wommen  and  into  woode  she  went* 
And  Mony  a  wilde  hertes  blode  she  shedde 
wif  arowes  brode  J)at*  she  to  hym  sent*  3448 

She  was  so  swift  fat*  she  anoon  hem  henf  [Uaf  »i,  iwckj 

And  whan  J>at  she  was  elder  she  wold?  kille 
Lyofls .  lybaides  and  beres  alto-rent* 
And  in  hure  armes  weelde  hem  at*  her  wille  3452 

She  dui'sf  wilde  beestes  dennes  seke 
And  renne  in  f  e  mountayn  al  |>e  nyghf 
And  sclepe  vndere  a  bussh  she  coude  eke 
Wrastelen  by  verray  force  and  myght*  3456 

Wif  eny  yong*  man  were  he  neuer  so  wi3f 
Ther  myght*  no  f  inge  in  her  Armes  stonde 
She  kepte  her  maidenhode  from  euery  wi^t* 
To  no  man  deyiied  hure  to  be  bonde  3460 
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But  af  ^e  lasf  her  frendes  han  hare  niaried 
To  Odonak  a  prince  of  J>at*  Cite 
Al  were  it*  so  pa,if  she  hem  longe  taried 
And  ^e  shal  ynderstonde  how  ysP  he  3464 

Ha^  suche  fantasies  as  had  she 
But*  naj^elees  whan  ^ei  were  knyt*  in  fere 
^ei  lyueden  in  loie  and  in  felicite 
fibr  eche  of  hem  had  o)>er  leef  arid  dere  3468 

Sauf  oon  )}inge  that  30  nolde  neuera  assents 
By  no  way  J)af  he  shulde  by  hire  lye 
But*  onys  for  it*  was  her  pleyn  entent* 
To  haue  a  childe  ^e  world  to  multiplie  3472 

And  also  sone  as  she  my3t*  aspie . 
That*  she  was  noiijf  wi)>  child  wiiJi  jfaif  dede 
^an  wil  she  snfl&e  hym  doon  his  fantasie 
Eftsone  and  not*  but*  onys  out*  of  drede  3476 

And  3if  she  were  wij)  childe  at*  ^ilke  cast* 
Ko  more  shulde  he  playe  yilke  game 
Till  xl^  daies  were  past* 

Than  wolde  she  onys  suffre  hym  doo  Je  same  3480 

Al  were  this  Odenake  wilde  or  tame 
He  gate  no  more  of  hur^.  for  ]»us  she  saide 
If  was  to  wyues  lechery  an  shame 
In  o^er  caas  if  ^at*  men  wi^  hem  plaide  3484 

Twoo  sones  by  ^is  odynak  had  She 
The  whiche  she  kepte  in  vertue  and  iti  letture 
But*  nowe  vnto  ouro  tale  tume  wee  (Imt  tssj 

1  say  J>at*  worshipful  creature  3488 

And  wise  f  er-^vif  and  large  wit^  mesure 
So  penyble  in  j>e  werre  and  curteyse  eke 
No  more  labour  my3t*  in  werre  endure 
•was  noon  ^ou3e  in  al  ])is  world  men  shuld  seke  3492 
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I 
Hire  Eiche  araj  my^f  not*  be  tolde  I 

As  wel  in  vessel  as  in  clo])inge 
She  was  al  clad  in  peny  and  in  gold 
And  eke  she  lafb*  not*  for  noon  hnntyjige  3496 

To  haue  of  sondry  tungges  folk*  knowing* 
whan  |>at*  she  leisere  had  and  forto  entende 
To  leme  bookee  was  al  hnie  likynge 
How  she  in  vertue  niy3t<  her  lyf  dispende  3500 

And  shortely  of  ^is  storie  forto  entrete 
So  daghty  was  her  husbonde  as  she 
That*  pel  conquered  mony  regnes  grete 
In  ^e  Orient*  wi|)  mony  a  faira  Cite  3504 

Appertenent*  vnto  ])e  mageste 
Of  Home  and  wi])  stronge  bond  helde  hem  fast* 
Ke  nener  my^t*  her  foomen  doon  hem  flee 
Ay  whiles  ^at<  Odenake  dayes  last*  3503 

Her  batailles  who  eo  lest*  hem  forto  rede 
Agejn  aopere  |)e  kyng*  and  oper  moo 
And  howe  p&V  all  |)e  prooesse  felle  in  dede 
whi  flbe  conquered  and  what*  titel  had  perUx,  3512 

And  after  of  her  mescheef  and  of  her  woo 
Howe  |Mtt*  she  was  byseged  and  Itake 
Lat*  hym  vnto  my  maister  Petrarke  goo . 
pat*  writte  luowe  of  pis  I  vndertake .  3516 

Whan  Odenak*  was  dede  she  my^tily 
|>e  Regnes  heelde  and  wi^  bur  propre  honde 
A^einst*  her  foos  she  fau^t*  trewly 

^af  ^er  nas  kyng  no  prince  in  al  ]»it  londe  3(»20 

^at*  he  nas  glad  ^if  he  ^at*  grace  fonde 
^at  she  ne  wolde  vpon  his  lond  werreye 
wi^  hire  pei  made  alliance  by  bonde 
To  bene  in  pees  arid  lat*  hure  ride  and  pleye  /  3524 
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The  Emp^rour  of  Borne  Claadias  [i«f  «;teki 

Ke  hjm  byfom  ^  Romayne  galiene 
Ne  duisf  neuer  be  so  coragius 

JSe  noon  ennyne  ne  noon  Egipdene  3528 

Ke  Sniryene  ne  noon  Aiabiene 
Wi^in  ye  feelde  ^f  dnnf  wip  hire  ^^if 
"LdS^  fekif  she  wolde  wip  hare  hondes  hjm  sdeen 
Or  vrip  her  mayne  putten  hem  to  flijt*  3532 

In  kyngges  habite  went*  her  sonys  twoo 
As  heiies  of  her  i^nes  atte 
And  hermanno  and  Tymalao 

Her  names  were  as  perciens  hem  calle  3536 

Bnt^  ay  fortune  ha)>  in  her  hony  galle 
This  niy^ty  qvene  may  not*  longe  endnie 
ffortane  ont^  of  her  regno  made  her  falle 
To  wrecchednesse  and  to  mysauentnre  3540 

Anrelion  vhaii  )»t*  pe  goueniatmce 
Of  Borne  come  into  his  hondes  tweye 
He  shope  vpon  |>i8  quene  to  do  yengeaurtoe 
And  wi|>  his  legyons  he  toke  his  waye  3544 

TowarJ  Cenoby  and  shortly  forto  seye 
He  made  hur  flee  and  at*  pe  last*  her  hent^ 
And  fettred  hure  and  eke  her  children  tweye 
And  wan  fe  londe  and  home  to  Bome  is  went*  3548 

Amonge  plae  o]»er  ^ingges  peAf  he  wan 
her  chare  ]»af  wron^f  was  with  gold  and  perre 
This  grete  Bomayn  )>is  Aurelian. 

hskp  wi]»  hym  lad  for  pa.if  men  shnld  see  S55S 

Byfom  hys  trihumphe  walke^  she 
Wi^  Gilf  cheynes  in  her  nek*  hongynge 
Corowned  she  was  as  after  her  degra 
And  ful  of  Perry  charged  her  clo^inge  5556 
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Alias  fortune  she  |>af  whilom  was 
Dreedful  to  kyngges  and  to  emp^ours 
Now  gaure]»  alle  pe  puple  on  hir  alias 
And  she  ]»at<  helmed  was  in  stronge  stouies  3560 

[ no  gap  in  the  MS.] 

Shal  on  her  hede  here  a  Yitiemyte 

And  she  ]Mif  hare  pe  sceptre  ful  of  floares 

Shal  hye  a  dystaf  her  coste  forto  quite       OmX  tnsj        3564 

[Peter  the  Oruet^  of  Spain.'] 

0  nohle  o  worf  i  peter  glory  of  Spayft 
Whoom  fortune  helde  so  hi^e  in  maieste 
Wei  ou^t*  men  p\  pitous  dee^  complayfl 
Thi  bastard  bro|yer  made  ))e  to  flee  3568 

And  aftere  at*  a  siege  by  subtilte 
Thowe  were  bytiaied  and  lad  to  his  tenl^ 
Wher  as  he  wi|>  his  owne  honde  sclogh  ^e 
Suooeedynge  in  pi  regne  and  in  pi  renf  3572 

The  felde  of  snowe  wi^  f  e  Egle  blak'  J>er-Inne  ^USSj  * 
Caught*  wi|) )»  lyme  rodde  colours  as  p^  glede 
He  brewe  p\s  cursednesse  and  al  pQ  synne 
^  wicked  nest*  was  worker  of  p\s  nede .  3576 

]Nou)t*  chailes  Olyfeie  )»t*  ay  toke  good  hede 
Of  trou^  of  honure  but*  Armorekke  J^j5S«Svl?*'^ 

Genilofi  Olyuer  corupte  for  nede 
Brou^test*  p]&  vforpx  king*  in  suctie  brekke  3580 

[Peter  of  Ct/prus.] 

If  worJ)i  Petre  kjmge  of  Cipre  alsoo . 
That*  Alisaunder  wan  by  high  maistrie 
(fill  mony  a  he^en  wroujtest*  )k)u  for  woo . 
Of  which  ^ine  owne  leeges  had  enuye  3584 

And  for  no  J>ing*  but*  for  J)i  chyiialrie 
They  in  J>i  bed  han  sclayn  pe  by  pe  morue 
Thus  gan  fortune  goueme  and  gie 
And  out*  of  loie  bringe  into  sorowe  3588 
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[Bemabo  Viseonti,  of  MUanJ] 

Of  Melane  grete  Barnabo  Yiscounte 
God  of  delite  and  scourge  of  lumbardie 
Whi  shuld  not*  I  f  i  fortune  acounte 
Bip  in  estaaf  ^ou  clomben  were  so  hie  3592 

Thy  bro]»er  sone  ]»at*  was  ^i  double  alie 
£for  he  ^i  Neuewe  was  and  sone  in  lawe 
Wi^-in  his  prison  made  )>e  to  die 
But*  whi  ne  howe  wote  I  )>at*  ])ou  were  sclawe  3596 

[Ugolino,  Count  of  Pisa,] 

Of  the  Erie  Hugelyne  of  pise  )>e  languour 
Ther  may  no  tunge  telle  for  pite 
But*  litel  out*  of  Pise  stanf  a  toui* 

In  whiche  towre  in  prison  put*  was  he  3600 

And  wif  hym  bene  his  litel  children  f  re 
pe  eldest*  scarcely  .v.  ^ere  was  of  age  [ie«f  iss,  bMk] 

Alias  fortune  it*  was  grete  crueltee 
Such  briddes  forto  putte  into  a  c«ge  3604 

^  Bampned  he  was  to  dye  in  )>af  prisofi 
ffor  Roger  which  fat*  bisshop  was  of  pise 
Had  on  hym  made  a  fals  suggestiofi 

Thorgh  which  f e  puple  gan  on  hym  arise  3608 

And  putten  him  in  prison  in  such  a  wise 
As  je  han  herd  and  mete  and  drink e  he  had. 
So  smal  ])at*  vnne)>es  it  may  sufHse 
And  )>erwif al  it*  was  ful  poor  and  bad  3612 

In  a  day  byfelle  fat*  in  fat*  houre 
"VVhan  fat*  his  [mete]  was  wonte  to  be  wrou^t* 
f e  Grailoui*  shette  f e  doores  of  fe  toure 
He  herde  if  wel  but*  he  seegh  it  nou^t*  3616 

And  in  his  hert*  anoon  f  er  felle  a  f  ou3t* 
fat*  fei  for  hunder*  wolde  done  hym  dyen 
Alias  quod  he  alias  fat*  I  was  wrou^t*  • 

fer-wif  fe  teeres  felle  from  his  eyen .  3620 
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HiiS  }onge  sones  ^re  ^r  were  of  age 
Vnto  hym  seide  fGulere  whi  do  30  wepe 
whan  wil  pe  Gailoure  brynge  our  potage 
Is  ^er  no  morsel  brede  ^afc«  [ye]  doo  kepe  3624 

I  am  so  hungiy  ^at*  I  may  uaV  sclepe 
Nowe  wolde  god  ])at*  I  myjf  sclepen  euere 
))an  shuld  noon  hnngre  in  myn  herte  crepe 
fer  nys  no  J^inge  sauf  brede  ^at*  me  were  leuere  3628 

Thus  day  by  day  Jjis  childe  gan  to  crie 
Til  in  his  faders  barme  adoune  it  lay 
And  saide  fare  wel  fadere  I  mote  dye 
And  kissed  his  fadere  and  dyed  pe  same  day  3632 

And  whan  pe  wooful  fadere  did  hym  say 
Ifor  woo  his  armes  two  he  gan  to  bite 
And  saide  alias  fortune  and  welaway 
Thy  fals  whele  my  woo  I  may  al  wite  3636 

His  childer  [wende]  ^af  hit*  for  hunger  was 
Jjaf  he  his  armes  gnowe  and  nou^f  for  woo . 
^ei  seiden  fadere  do  not*  so  alias 

But*  raj?er  ete  J?e  flessh  vpoii  vs  twcxj .        [io»f  «fti]         3640 
Our  flesshe  ^u  3af  vs  take  our  fleflsh  vs  froo 
And  eie  ynouje  rijt*  Jjus  to  hyw  fei  saide 
And  after  J?at*  wij)-lnne  a  day  or  twoo 
])e\  leide  hem  doune  in  his  lappe  mtd  dayde  3644 

Hym  self  dispeirede  eke  and  for  hu[n]ger  starf* 
Tlius  ended  is  J)e  myjty  erle  of  pise 
ffor  highe  astate  fortune  fro  hym  carf 
Of  his  tregetrie  it*  ou^te  ynou3e  suffise  3648 

Who  so  wil  here  if  in  a  lenger  wise 
Rede))  J?e  grcte  poete  of  ytaile 
^af  hi3te  Dauntc,  for  he  can  if  devise 
ffix>m  poynf  to  poynte  for  no  p'mff  wil  he  faile.  3652 
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IT  1)6  Berone  Imperatore . 

A  yrn^  Jyatf  Nero  were  as  vicious 
As  enj  feende  ))af  lieth  ful  lowe.  adoune 
3it*  he  as  telle^  ys  swetheneus 

This  wide  world  had  in  suhiecciofi  3656 

Both  eesf  and  wesf  and  Septemptriofi 
Of  Kubies  Saphires  and  j)eeTles  white 
Were  al  his  [clo]>es]  browd[ed]  vp  and  doane 
ffor  he  [in]  gemmes  grete  gan  delite  3660 

More  delicate  more  pompous  of  araye 
More  proude  was  neuere  Emperour  pan  he 
^t*  Uke  clo])e  ^f  he  had  wered  a  day 
Aftere  ^f  tyme  he  nolde  it*  neuer  see  3664 

Nettes  of  gold  threde  had  he  grete  plente 
To  fisshen  in  Tibre  whan  hym  list*  to  pleye 
His  lustes  [were]  as  lawe  in  his  degre 
ffor  fortune  as  his  frende  wold  hym  obeye  3668 

He  Rome  brent*  for  his  delicasie 
The  Senatoures  he  sclou^e  vpon  a  day 
To  here  howe  ^at*  men  wolde  wepe  and  crie 
And  sdoi^e  his  broker  and  by  his  sustere  [lay]  3672 

His  modere  made  he  in  pitous  aray 
ffor  he  her  wombe  sditte  to  byholdf 
wher  he  conceyued  was  so  welaway 
That*  he  so  litel  of  his  moder  tolde.  3676 

Ho  teer  out*  of  his  eyen  for  J?af  sijt*  n«af  iM»iNKk] 

Ke  came  but*  saide  a  faire  womman  was  she 
Grete  wondere  is  J?af  he  cowde  or  my3t* 
Be  Domes  man  of  her  dede  bewte .  3680 

The  wyne  to  biynge  comaunded  he 
And  dronke  anoon  noon  oper  woo  he  made 
Whan  my^t*  is  loyned  vnto  cruelte 
Alas  to  depe  wil  Jje  venyme  wade  3684 
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In  jouthe  a  maister  had  ]>is  emperour 
To  teche  hym  lettuie  and  curtesye 
fibr  of  moralite  he  was  ])e  floure 

As  in  his  tyme  but*  ^if  bokes  lye  3688 

And  whiles  his  maistei'  had  of  hym  maistrie 
He  made  hym  so  conyDge  and  so  souple 
That*  longe  tyme  it*  was  or  tyiannye 
Or  eny  vice  in  hym  durst*  vncouple  3692 


This  Seneca  of  which  [that]  I  devise 
By  cause  Nero  had  of  hym  such  drede 
ffor  he  for  vices  wold  hym  chastise 
Discretely  as  by  worde  and  nat*  by  dede 
Sir«  wolde  he  sayne  an  "Emperour  mot*  nede 
Be  vertuous  and  hate  tyrannye 
ffor  which  he  hym  in  bath^  made  to  blede 
On  boo^  his  Armes  til  he  most*  dye 


3696 


3700 


This  Nero  had  eke  of  a  custumance 
In  jou^e  a^einst*  his  maistei'  forto  rise 
Which  afterward  hym  ^ou3t*  a  grete  greuance 
Therfore  he  made  hym  dy6  in  pis  wise 
But*  nathelees  ^is  Senec  ))e  wise 
Ghees  in  a  bathe  to  dye  in  ))is  maner^ 
JtsLpeT  ^an  han  a  no^r  tormentri[8]e 
And  ^us  hsLp  Nero  sclayn  his  maister  dere 


3704 


3708 


How  felle  it*  so  J?at*  fortune  lest*  no  lengei* 
J>e  highd  Pride  of  Nero  to  cherice 
ffor  Jiouje  he  were  stronge  ^it*  was  she  strengei* 
She  Jwujte  J)us  by  god  I  am  to  nyce 
To  sette  a  man  ^at*  is  fulfild  in  vice 
In  heghe  degre  and  Emp^rour  hym  calle . 
By  god  out*  of  his  sete  I  wil  him  trice . 
whan  he  leest*  wene))  sonnest*  shal  he  falle . 
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The  puple  roos  vp  on  hym  on  a  ny^f 
flfor  his  defaute  and  whan  he  it*  aspied . 
Out*  of  his  doores  anoou  he  ha^  hym  di^t* 
AUone  and  fei  he  wende  haue  heiio  alied .  3720 

He  knokkcd  fast*  and  ay  ^e  more  he  cried 
The  faster  schitten  ^ei  pe  doores  alio 
)X)  wist*  he  wel  he  had  hy7»  self  mysgied. 
And  went*  his  way  no  lenger  dorst*  he  calle   .  3724 

The  puple  cried  and  rombled  vp  and  doun 
Tliat*  wi^  his  eeres  herde  he  what*  J?ei  seide 
Where  is  f  Lb  fals  traitour  Jjis  Nerown 
ffor  fere  almost*  out*  of  his  witte  he  bi-eide  3728 

And  to  his  goddes  pitously  he  seide 
flfor  socoure  but*  it*  niy^f  nat*  be-tyde 
flfor  drede  of  ^is  him  ^ou3t*  ^at*  he  dyde 
And  ranne  into  a  gardeyne  hyw  to  hyde  3732 

And  in  fis  gardyne  foiide  he  cherles  tweye 
That*  sitten  by  a  fuyre  ful  gret  and  rede 
And  to  ^e  cherles  twey  lie  gan  to  preie 
To  scleen  hym  and  to  girden  of  his  hede  3736 

That*  to  his  body  whan  ])at*  he  were  dede 
Were  no  despite  ydon  for  his  diffame 
Hym  self  he  sclow^e  he  coude  no  bett<»r  rede 
Of  which  fortune  lough  and  made  a  game  37iO 

[NoJqfernes.] 

Was  neuere  Captayne  vnder  a  kiiige      IF  De  Olyfemo./ 
J3at*  regne)>  more  putte  in  subiectiot/n 
Ne  strenger  was  in  feelde  of  al  J?inge 
As  in  hi8  tyme  ne  gretter  of  renot^n  3744 

Ne  more  pompous  in  high  presumpciown 
Than  olyfeme  which  that  fortune  ay  kest* 
So  lycoTously  and  lad  hyjn  vp  and  doun 
Til  fat*  liis  hede  was  of  er  Jat  he  wist*  3743 
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Hot*  oonly  J)af  this  world  haj)  of  hym  awe 

ffor  lesinge  of  Kicliesse  and  of  liberie 

But*  he  made  euery  man  lenaye  Lis  lawe 

l^abugodonosor  was  lordf  saide  he .  3752 

Koon  o^er  god  shulde  honoured  be  [iwr  155,  iwek] 

A^oinst*  his  heesf  no  wi^t*  dar  trespace 

Saue  in  Betulia  a  stronge  Cite 

Wher  Eliachym  a  precsf  was  of  Jj<(t*  place  3756 

But*  take  kepe  of  pa  deth  of  Olyfenio 
Amydde  ^e  hooste  he  dronke  lay  al  ny3f 
WiJ^Iune  his  tente  large  as  is  a  beeme 
And  ^it*  for  al  his  pompe  and  al  his  niyjt*  3760 

ludith  a  womman  as  he  lay  ypiijf . 
Sclepinge  his  hede  of  smote  and  fro  his  tent* 
fful  prively  she  stale  fi-om  euery  wijt* 
[ no  gnp  in  the  J/^'.]  3764 

[Antlochits.^ 

What*  nede])  it*  of  kyuge  Antiochus  IF  De  Antiocho  "Bicge 
To  telle  his  high  and  Ilyal  maieste 
His  hie  pride  bis  wcrke  venymus 

fibr  suche  aiio)>er  was  neuer  noon  as  he  3708 

Rede)>  which  ])at*  he  was  in  macliabo 
And  rede^  J?e  proude  wordes  J?at*  he  seide 
And  whi  he  felle  fro  bis  prc«pf»nte 
And  in  an  halle  how  wrechedly  he  dcide  3772 

Fortune  liym  had  enhaunsed  so  in  ])nde 
That*  verrely  he  wende  he  uiyjt*  atteync 
Vnto  fe  sterres  vppon  euery  side 

And  in  a  balaunce  to  wey  ^e  mounteyn^  3776 

And  alle  ^e  iloodcs  of  the  See  Bestrcyne 
And  goddes  puple  had  he  most*  in  hate 
Hem  wolde  he  sclee  in  torment*  and  [in]  peyn 
wenynge  fat^  god  ne  myjt*  his  pride  abate  3780 
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And  for  ])af  JSichamour  and  thymoihe 
"wi^  Iwes  were  venquyssbed  myjtely 
Ynto  pe  Iwes  sucl^  an  hate  had  he 

That«  he  bad  gTa]>ed  his  chare  ful  bastifiy  3784 

And  swore  and  saide  ful  dispitously 
Ynto  leruealem  he  wolde  eftsone 
To  wreke  his  Ire  on  if  ful  cruelly 
But*  of  his  purpos  he  was  lette  ful  sone  3788 

Ood  of  his  manace  hym  so  sore  smote 
WiJ>  vnvysible  wounde  ay  vncurable 
That*  in  his  guttes  carf  soo  and  bote 
That*  his  peynes  were  importable  d^  wj        '  3792 

And  certeinly  ])e  wrech  was  resonable 
ffor  many  mannys  guttes  did  he  peyne 
Buf  fro  his  p7/;'poos  cursed  and  dampneable 
ifor  al  his  smerte  he  nolde  hym  restreyne  3796 

But*  bad  anoon  apparaile  his  Ooste 

And  sodeynly  er  he  was  of  if  ware 

God  daunted  al  his  pride  and  al  his  booef 

ffor  he  so  sore  felle  out*  of  his  chare  3800 

That*  hurte  his  lymmes  and  his  skyn  to-tare 

Soo  J)at*  he  ne  myjt*  goo  ne  ride 

But*  in  a  chaier  men  about  hym  bare 

Al  foivbrused  bo))  bak*  and  side  3804 

The  wreth  of  god  hy w  smote  so  cruelly 
That*  in  his  body  wikked  wormes  crepte 
And  J)er  wif  al  he  stonke  so  horryblye 
That*  noon  of  alle  his  mayne  ^af  hym  kepte  3808 

whedere  ^at*  he  woke  or  ellis  sclepte 
Ne  myght*  not*  fe  stynk*  of  hym  endure 
In  ])is  meschief  he  wailled  and  eke  wepte . 
And  knewe  god  lorde  of  euery  creature  3812 
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To  alle  his  hooste  and  to  hym  self  also 
fful  wlatsom  was  ^e  stink'  of  his  cai-eyne 
No  man  my^t*  hym  here  to  ne  froo . 
And  in  his  stynk*  aiid  in  his  horrible  peyne 
He  starfe  fid  wrechedly  in  a  moimteyne 
Thus  ha^  ^is  rohbour  and  homycide 
That*  mony  a  man  made  to  wepe  and  pleyne 
Such  guerdon  as  by-longe])  vnto  pride 


3816 


3820 


[Alexander  the  Great.] 

The  Storie  of  Aliaaundre  is  so  comune . 
That*  euery  wi^f  ^at*  ha^  discrecioun 
Ha^  here)  somwhaf  or  aU  of  his  fortune 
This  wide  worldf  as  in  conclusioz^n 
He  wanne  by  strength  or  for  his  hie  renoun 
They  weren  glad  for  pees  vnto  hym  sende 
)>e  pride  of  man  and  beesf  he  laid  adoun 
Wher  so  he  come  vnto  J?e  worldes  ende 


f  De  Alez- 
andro  "Rege 


3824 


3828 


3832 


3836 


Comparison  my3t*  neuere  be  maked . 
Bytwix  hym  and  anofe?*  conquerdwr  [le^tsfi^  bwkj 

ffor  al  ))is  world  for  drede  of  hym  Ha^  quaked . 
He  was  of  knyghthode  and  of  fredom  flour^ 
ffortune  him  made  ^e  heir'  of  hui^  honot^r 
Saue  wyne  and  wommen  no  ^ing  my3f  a-swage 
His  hegh  entente  in  armes  and  laboure 
8o  was  he  ful  of  louying*  corage 


What*  pite  were  if  to  hym  J^ouje  I  30U  tolde 
Of  Darius  and  an  hundred  thowsand  moo . 
Of  kyngges  Princes,  and  Erles  bold 
Which  he  conquered  and  brou3f  into  woo 
I  say  as  fer  as  man  may  ride  and  goo . 
The  worlde  was  his  what*  shuld  I  more  devise 
ffor  J^ouje  I  write  and  told  30U  ener  moo . 
Of  his  kinghode  if  my^f  not*  sufi&se 
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Twe!ue  ^ere  lie  regiiod  as  sai^  Macbabe 

Pliilippes  soiio  of  ]Macedoyue  he  was 

That*  fursf  was  kiiige  of  Grece  f  e  cuntree 

O  wor])i  gentile  Alisaimder'  alas  3848 

That*  euer  shuld  [thee]  falle  Sucb  a  caas 

Enpoyaened  of  J?i  folk*  f  ou  were 

Thine .  avse .  fortune  ha])  turned  into  an  aas 

And  jif  for  ^e  ne  weppo  she  neuere  a  tere  3852 

Who  shal  jeue  teeres  men  to  co/«pleyn<? 

The  deep  of  gentilnesse  and  of  ffraunchise 

That*  al  fe  worlde  weekled  in  his  demeyue 

And  }it*  him  fou^t*  hit*  myjf  not*  suffise  3856 

So  fful  was  his  corage  of  high  emprise 

Alias  who  shal  me  helpe  to  endite 

ffals  fortune  and  poyson  to  despise 

The  which  twoo  of  al  this  woo  I  wite  3860 

\Julim  Ccbsari] 

By  wisdome  maiihode  and  by  laboui'    IF  lulioi  Cesar'. 
ffro  humblehede  and  fro  Eoial  Maieste 
Vp  roos  ho  lulius  f  e  Conquerour 

That*  aH  J?e  Occident*  by  londe  and  See  3864 

By  strength  of  honde  or  ellis  by  trete 
And  vnto  Roome  made  hem  tnbutarie . 
And  Sithens  of  Rome  J)e  EmperoM?*  was  he  / 
Til  fat*  fortune  wexe  his  aduersarie  [leaf  «673  3868 

A  Mighty  Cesar  J?af  in  Tessalye . 

A^einst*  Pompius  fader  Jjine  in  lawe 

That*  of  fe  Orient*  had  al  J?e  chyualrie 

As  fer  as  J?at*  f e  day  bygynnef  dawe  3872 

Thogh  jjou  J?orgh  J?i  knyghthode  haf  hem  take  and  sclawe 

Sauf  fewe  folk*  fat*  wij?  Pompius  fleddo 

Thorghe  which  fou  puttest*  al  J?e  orient*  in  awe 

Thonkc  fortune  fat*  so  wel  fe  spcdde  387S 
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But*  now  a  litel  while  I  wil  by  waile 

This  Pompens  ^is  noble  gouemour 

Of  Eoome  whicb  ))af  fleigb  at*  this  bataille 

I  saye  oon  of  his  men  a  fals  traitoui'  3880 

His  hede  of  smote  to  wynne  hym  fauoui' 

Of  lulius  and  hym  fe  hede  broujt* 

Alias  Pompey  of  the  Orient*  conqueiour 

That*  fortune  ynto  such  a  funte  brou3t*  3884 

TO  Rome  ajeine  repeire^  lulius . 
Wi^  triumphe  laureat*  ful  high 
But*  on  a  tyme  Brutus  Cassius 

))at*  euere  had  of  his  astate  Envie  3888 

ftul  priuely  had  made  Conspiracie 
A^einst*  ^is  lulius  in  subtile  wise  / 
And  cast*  fe  place  in  which  he  shuld  dye 
With  boydekyns  as  I  shal  ^ou  •  devise  3892 

This  lulius  to  ^e  Capithole  went* 
Vppon  a  day  as  he  was  wonte  to  goon 
And  in  ))e  Capitole  anoon  hym  hente 
This  &ls  Brutus  and  his  foule  foofi  3896 

And  stiked  hym  wi^  boydekyns  anofl 
WiJ)  mony  a  wounde  and  ^us  J)ei  lete  hym  lye 
But*  neuere  grunte  he  at*  no  stroke  but*  oon 
Or  ellis  at*  twoo  but*  3if  his  storie  lye  "^       3900 

So  manly  was  ^is  lulius  of  herte 
And  so  wel  loued  estately  honeste 
That*  j^ou^e  his  dedly  woundes  so  sore  smertc 
His  mantel  ouer  his  hippcs  cast*  he  3904 

ffor  no  man  shuld  se  his  privete 

'  And  as  he  lay  on  dyinge  in  a  traunce  Oo»i  ui,  iMcki 

And  wist*  verrely  fat*  dede  was  he 
.Of  honeste  jit*  had  he  remembraunce  3908 
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%  Lucane  to  ))is  storie  I  recomende 

And  to  Sweton  and  ValerinB  also . 

Tliaf  of  His  storie  write]>  word  and  ende 

How  Jyat*  ]yise  grete  conqueiours  twoo  3912 

ffortune  was  furst*  fiende  and  8i]>en  a  foo/ 

No  man  ne  trust*  vpon  bis  fanour  longe 

But*  haue  Iiut6  in  a*waite  euermoo 

Witnes  on  alle  fiae  conquerours  strongo  3916 

[Cretus.] 

This  riche  Cresus  whilom  kyng^  of  lyde 
O  whicb  Gresos  Gyquus  sore  hjm  dradde 
3if  was  he  kanjt*  amonges  al  his  pride 
And  to  be  brents  men  to  ]>e  fure  hym  ladde  3920 

But<  sucbe  a  Eeyne  donne  fro  fe  walken  shadde 
]>af  science  ]>e  fuyre  and  made  hym  to  eskape 
But*  to  be  war  ^if  no  grace  he  hadde 
Til  fortune  on  fe  galous  made  hym  gape  3924 

Whan  he  askaped  was  he  can  not*  stent* 
ffor  to  bygynne  a  newe  reyne  ajeine 
He  wende  wele  for  ^at*  fortune  hym  sente 
Suche  happe  ))at*  he  askaped  |x)r3e  ])e  reyne  3928 

J)af  of  his  foos  he  myjf  not*  be  splayn 
And  Suche  a  sweuen  vpon  a  ny3t*  he  mette 
Of  whicfi  he  was  so  proude  and  so  fayfl 
That*  in  vengeance  he  al  his  hert*  sette  3932 

Vpon  a  tree  he  was  as  hy7?i  ^oujf 
Ther  lubiter  hym  wassh  bo^  hals  and  Side 
And  Phebus  eke  a  faire  towale  hym  brou^f 
To  drye  hym  wif  an  ferfore  wex  his  pride  3936 

And  to  his  doujtere  ^at*  stood  hym  beside 
Which  )>af  he  knewe  in  his  sentence  habounde 
He  bad  hur6  telle  hym  what*  if  signyfied 
And  she  his  dremes  byganne  ri3t*  \>ns  expounde  3940 

petworth   570  (6-T.  279) 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


BIX-TEXT    280 

OBoup  B.  §  12.  monk's  tale.  Fetworth  MS. 

The  tree  quod  she  ^e  galous  is  to  mene 

And  lubiter  bitokene^  snowe  and  reyne 

And  Phebns  wi^  his  towale  so  clene . 

Thoo  bene  the  sone  stromes  forto  sayn       D«^  tss]       3944 

Thow  shalt*  an  honged  be  fadere  certayn 

Eayn  shal  fe  wassb  and  sonne  shal  pe  drye 

Thus  warned  she  hym  ful  plat*  and  M  playn 

His  dou3ter  [which]  ^at»  called  was  Phanye  3948 

An  honged  was  Cresus  ^e  proude  kinge 

His  Boial  trone  myjf  hym  not^  availe 

Tregedie  is  noon  ofet  manei'  ])inge 

"Ne  can  in  synnynge  cry  ne  bywaile  3952 

But*  y&if  fortune  alway  wil  assaile 

wi^  ynwara  stroke  ]>e  regnes  })af  bene  proude 

ffor  whan  men  trusten  hir  ^an  wil  she  faile 

And  keuere  her  brijf  face  wi})  a  clowde  3956 

IT  That  ende}>  })e  monke  his  tale 
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And  here  bygynne^  fe  nonpreest*  his  prologe 

^  The  prologe  f 

Com  le^fiSS] 

HO  quod  ^  kny^f  no  more  good  of  ^is 
That*  56  hajx  said  is  ri^f  ynowe  ywis 
And  mochel  moie  for  litel  heuynesse 
Is  rijf  ynougb  to  mochel  folk*  I  gesse  ino  ^op  f*  petmortx]  3960 
[Iseyforme/hitisagPetdisese  SilSt'"^ 

Wher  as  men  haue  ben  /  in  gret  welth  and  ese  ****J 
To  here  of  her  sodeyn  falle  alias 

And  the  contrarye  /  is  loye  and  gret  solas  3964 

And  whan  a  man  hath  be  /  in  poor  estat 
And  clymbeth  vp  /  and  waxeth  fortunat 
And  ther  abidith  /  in  prospmte 

Such  thyng  is  gladsom  /  as  thynketh  me  3968 

And  of  such  thyng  /  were  goodly  for  to  telle 
ya  quod  our  boost  /  hi  seynt  poules  belle 
ye  sey  soth  /  this  monk  hath  dappid  lowd 
He  spak  how  fortune  /  couered  was  with  a  clowd        3972 
I  nat  nere  what  /  and  also  tragedie 
Riht  now  ye  herde  /  and  parde  no  remedie 
I[t  i]8  forto  be  wailyng  and  compleyne 
ffor  that  that  is  don  /  and  also  it  is  a  peyne  3976 

As  ye  ban  seid  to  heer^  of  bevj^nesse 
Sir  monk  nomore  of  this  /  so  god  you  blesse 
[You]!*  tale  anoyeth  /  alle  this  companye 
Such  thyng  /  is  nat  worth  /  a  bottirflye]  ^J^^^JZ^f* 

3oure  tales  done  vs  no  sporte  ne  game 
Wherfore  sir*  monke  or  daun  pers  by  jowr  name 
I  prey  jou  hertely  telle  vs  somwhaf  ellys 
ffor  sikerly  ne  were  ^e  Clynkyng*  of  30U1:*  beUis  3984 

FETWOBTH  57«    (6-T.  28l) 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


SIX-TEXT   282 

GROUP  B.  §  13.  hon^-nqn's-pbiest's  link.  Petworth  MSr 

Thaf  on  joure  bridel  honge  on  euery  side 

By  heuene  kynge  fat*  for  vs  alle  deyde 

I  shuld  er  f  is  haue  falle  dorm  for  sclepe 

Al  f  ough  [])e]  sclou)>e  had  neuer  be  so  depe  3988 

Than  had  joure  tale  ben  told  in  veyn 

ffor  certeynly  as  al  pise  clerkes  seyQ 

wher  as  a  [man]  may  haue  non  audience 

Nou^f  helpef  it*  to  telle  his  sentence  3992 

And  wel  I  woote  fe  substaunce  is  in  me 

3if  eny  ))inge  shal  wel  reported  be 

Sii'  say  somwhaf  of  huntyng*  I  30U  preie 

Kay  quod  fis  monke  I  haue  no  lust*  to  pleie  3996 

Now  lat*  anof  er  telle  as  I  haue  told 

J)an  spak  our  boost*  yriih  rude  spech  and  boldf 

And  saide  ynto  ))e  norznes  preesf  anofi 

Come  nere  sii'  preesf  Come  hidei'  Sira  lohfi       [leafSBs^bMki 

Telle  YS  such  f  ingges  as  may  our  hertis  glade  4001 

Be  blif  ])0U3e  pon  ride  vpon  a  lade 

What*  )K)U}e  fine  hors  be  bof  foule  and  lene 

3if  he  wil  serue  f  e  rek*  naf  a  bene  4004 

Loke  fat*  f i  hert*  be  meiy  euermoo . 

3is  sii'  quod  he  3i8  boost*  so  mote  I  goo 

But*  I  be  mery  Iwis  I  wil  be  blamed . 

And  Hi3t*  anoon  his  tale  he  haf  atamed .  4008 

And  fus  seide  to  vs  euerychoil 

My  tale  I  wil  bygynne  anofl  C*j)iiHoiw} 

IT  Thus  endef  f e  prologe  of  fe  nonnes  preste 
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And  here  bygynneb  be  nonne  preest*  his  tale 

A  poor  wydowe  somdel  stope  in  age 
was  whilom  dwelling*  in  a  narowe  cotage       4012 
Besides  a  groue  stonding'  in  a  dale 
This  widowe  of  which  I  telle  30U  my  tale 
8i))ens  ))ilk  day  ))af  she  was  lasf  a  wiff 
In  paciens  lad  a  ful  sympnl  liff  4016 

ffor  litel  was  hoi'  Catel  and  hni'  rent* 
By  Husbondiy  of  such  as  god  her  senf 
She  fonde  hure  self  and  eke  her  doughtred  twoo 
Thie  large  sowes  had  she  and  no  moo .  4020 

Thre  kyen  and  eke  a  shepe  )>at^  hight*  malle 
ffol  soty  was  hui*  boure  and  eke  her  halle 
In  whiche  she  ete  mony  a  sclender  mele 
Of  poynanf  sanse  hii'  neded  neuer  a  dele  4024 

ISo  deynte  morsel  passed  hui'  ))rote 
Hii*  diete  was  acordant*  to  her  cote 
Beplecio  ne  made  her  neuer  seke 

Attemper  diete  was  all  hei'  phisike  4028 

And  exercise  and  herf  sujQ&ciailce 
The  goute  letted  hur  no  ping  to  daunce 
Nq  poplexie  shenf  nof  her  hede 

Noo  wyne  dronke  she  nei^er  white  ne  rede  4032 

Her  boord  was  serued  most*  wi])  white  and  blake 
Milk*  and  broune  brede  in  which  she  fond  no  lake 
Seyned  Bacon  and  somtyme  an  eye  or  tweye 
ffor  she  was  as  It^  were  a  manere  of  a  deye  peif  230] 

A  gardyne  she  had  enclosed  al  aboute  4037 

Wi])  stikkes  and  a  drie  diche  wi]K)ute 
In  which  she  had  a  cok«  ^af  hijf  chauntilere 
In  att  pe  londe  of  crowing*  was  his  pere  4040 
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His  mou])  was  myrier  ^an  pe  mery  orgofi 

On  masse  dales  }a,V  in  pe  churcli6  goofi 

Wei  sikerer  was  ^e  crowyng^  in  his  logge 

)?an  is  a  clokke  or  an  abbay  orlogge  4044 

By  nature  he  crewe  eche  ascencioun 

Of  Equinoxial  of  fiilk*  toun 

ffor  whan  degrees  .xv.  were  descended . 

])af  knewe  he  })at*  W  my^t*  not*  bene  amended  4048 

His  Combe  was  redder  fan  fe  fyne  CuraH 

And  bateled  as  it*  were  a  castel  wcdi 

Hike  azure  were  his  legges  and  his  toone 

His  bills  was  blake  and  as  ^e  gete  it*  sh(^e  4052 

His  nailles  witter  fan  fe  lily  floure 

And  ylike  bnroysshed  gold  was  his  colours 

This  gentile  Cok  had  in  his  gou^matmce 

Yij.  hennys  forto  doon  his  plesaunce  4056 

Which  weren  his  sustres  and  his  paramot^^-s 

And  wonder  like  to  hym  as  of  colours 

Of  fe  which  fe  fairest*  hwed  vnder  ])rote 

Was  clepe  fair^  Damysel  Pertilote  4060 

Curtais  she  was  discrete  and  debonaire 

And  Companable  and  bare  her  self  so  faire 

Si])ens  filk*  day  ^at*  she  was  vy.  nyjt*  olde 

Thaf  trewly  she  ha))  fe  herf  in  hold  4064 

Of  Chauntelere  loukyn  in  euery  lith 

He  loued  hure  so  ^at*  wel  was  hym  J>er  with 

But*  such  a  loie  as  if  was  to  here  hem  singa 

Whan  ])af  ye  bri^f  sonne  gan  to  sprynga  4068 

In  swete  accorde  my  lief  is  fare  a  londe 

ffor  fUk*  tyme  as  I  haue  Tnderstonde 

Beestes  and  briddes  coude  speke  and  synge 

And  so  byfelle  ))af  in  fe  dawynge  4072 

As  Chauntecleer  amonges  his  wyues  alls 

Sat*  on  his  perch  ^af  was  in  fe  halle  nmrs59,biiik] 

And  next*  hym  sat*  J?is  faire  Pc^-tilote 

This  Chaunteclere  gan  gronen  in  his  ))rote  4076 
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As  a  man  ]»af  is  in  his  dreme  drecched  sore 
And  wban  ]yaf  Pertilote  ]»U8  herd  hym  rore 
She  was  argast*  and  seide  herf  dere 

What;'  eile]»  jon  to  grone  in  )»is  manero  4080 

3e  bene  a  verray  sclep^  fy  for  shame 
And  he  answerd  and  saide  ]»us  madame 
I  prey  30a  ]yaf  je  take  if  nof  a  greef 
By  god  me  mette  ]yaf  I  was  in  such  mescheef  4084 

Ei3f  nowe  ^of  ^if  myn  heif  is  sore  afri^f 
Nowe  god  [qnod]  he  my  sweuen  lede  arijf 
And  kepe  my  body  out*  of  foule  prisonn 
Me  mette  ]iaf  I  lomed  vp  and  dotm  4088 

With-in  OUT  yeide  wher  as  I  segh  a  beest* 
Was  lik^  an  hounde  and  wold  haue  made  arest* 
Ypon  my  body  and  wold  haue  had  me  dede 
His  colour  was  bytwix  white  and  red  4093 

And  tipped  was  lus  taille  and  bo^  his  Eeres 
Wi^  blak*  vnlike  )»e  iraaanaunt'  of  his  heeres 
His  snowte  smal  with  g^oipinge  eyen  tweye 
3it>  for  his  loke  almost*  for  fere  I  dye .  4096 

This  caused  me  my  gronyng*  doutelees 
.  A  Toy  quod  she  fie  on  90U  hertelees 
Alias  quod  she  for  by  ]yaf  god  aboue 
Now  ban  je  losf  myn  heif  and  my  Joue  4100 

I  can  not^  loue  a  coward  by  my  £n^ 
ffor  certes  whaf  so  eny  womman  sei^ 
We  alle  desiren  jif  if  my3t  be 

To  ban  husbondes  hardy  wise  and  free  4104 

And  secre  ne  noo  nygard  ne  ne  foofi 
To  hym  )»af  is  a-gasf  of  euery  toott 
Ne  noon  avoutour  by  J>af  god  aboue 
How  dursf  ^e  seyn  for  shame  vnto  ^our  loue  4108 

Thaf  eny  ]»ing*  my^f  make  30U  a-ferde 
Haue  30  no  mannys  herf  and  ban  a  berde 
Alias  and  conne  ye  be  a-gasf  of  swuenes . 
Ko  |iing*  god  woote  buf  vanite  in  sweuen  is    Dmt  an]    4112 
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Sweuens  engendren  of  replexions 

And  off  of  fume  and  of  complexions 

Whan  humours  bene  to  habundaflte  in  a  wijt* 

Certes  f  is  dreme  which  je  han  had  to  ny3f  4116 

Comme}  of  pe  grete  superfluite 

Of  joure  rede  Colere  parde 

Which  cause))  folk  to  dreme  her  dremes 

Of  Arowes  and  fires  wi))  rede  lemes  4120 

Of  Eede  beiBstes  fat*  wHlen  hew  bite 

Of  contek*  and  of  whelpes  grete  and  lite 

Ki3f  as  ))e  humour  of  Malecolie 

Cause))  [ful]  mony  a  man  in  sclepe  to  crye  4124 

ffor  fere  of  beeres  and  boles  blake 

Or  ellis  blake  deuels  wil  hem  take 

Of  o))ec  humoures  covLpe  I  telle  also 

That  worken  mony  a  man  in  slepe  ful  woo .  4128 

But*  I  wil  passe  as  li^tly  as  I  can 

Loo  Caton  which  ))at*  was  so  wise  a  man 

Seid  he  not*  ))us  ne  do  no  force  of  dremes 

Now  sire  quod  she  whan  we  flee  fro  the  hemes.  4132 

£for  goddiB  loue  as  take))  som  laxatif 

Vp  penle  of  my  saule  and  of  my  liff 

I  counsaile  jou  ))e  best*  I  wil  not  lye 

Tbaf  bof  of  colour  and  of  Malencolie  4136 

3e  purge  30U  and  for  30  shul  not*  tarie 

))ou3e  f  af  in  ^is  tonne  ia  non  Apotecarie 

I  shal  my  self  to  herbes  techen  30U 

which  shal  be  joure  here  and  jour  prowe  4140 

And  In  f  e  Gardeyne  two  herbes  shal  I  fynde 

fe  which  han  of  her  proprete  by  kynde 

To  purgen  jou  by-nef  e  and  eke  aboue 

ffoi^etef  not*  )»is  for  goddes  awne  loue  4144 

39  bene  ful  Colerike  of  complexion 

Where  )»e  sonne  in  his  assencioil 

Ke  fynde  30U  replete  of  ^our  humours  bote 

And  if  if  doo  I  dar  wel  lay  a  grote  4148 
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)7at^  ^e  shul  haue  a  feuer  terciane . 

Or  an  ague  ))af  may  be  jour  bane  peiiran,iuek] 

A  day  or  twoo  je  shni  haue  dygestyues 

Of  wormes  er  je  take  jonre  laxatyues  4152 

Of  laureal  Centaure  and  of  fumytere 

Or  ellis  of  EUibore  )»at*  growej>  )>ere 

Of  Catapuce  and  of  gatys-buriea 

Or  Erbe  Ive  grouyng*  in  oure  ^eerd  per  mery  es  4156 

Pek  hem  yp  ri^t^  as  ]»ei  growe  and  ete  hei7t  Inne 

Be  mery  husbonde  for  jom'  fader  kynno 

Drede))  no  dreme  I  can  say  ^ou  no  more 

Madame  quod  he  gramercy  of  ^oure  lore  41  CO 

But  na^elees  as  touching  Danne  Catoun 

That*  h&p  of  wisdome  such  grete  reno7/n 

By  god  men  may  in  olde  bokes  rede 

Oon  of  fe  grettesf  auctour  out*  of  drede  4164 

Of  mony  a  man  more  of  auctorite 

Than  euer  caton  was  so  mof  I  the 

That  al  the  reuers  seyn  of  |)is  sentence 

Han  han  wel  founden  by  exp^ience  4168 

That*  dremes  bene  significacicns 

As  wel  of  loie  as  tribulaciOns 

That*  folk  enduren  in  j>is  lif  present* 

It*  nede]»  nat*  to  make  of  ]>is  noon  argument*  4172 

The  yerrey  preef  shewe))  it*  in  dede 

Oon  of  fe  grettest  auctour  out  of  drede 

Sai)»  ^us  )»at^  whilom  two  felawes  went* 

On  Pilgrimage  in  ful  good  entent  4176 

And  happed  so  fei  common  into  a  toune 

Wher  as  fete  was  such  congregacioun 

Of  puple  and  eke  of  streite  herbygage 

))af  fei  fande  not*  as  moche  as  a  cotage  4180 

In  whiche  ^ei  bo]»  myght*  ylogged  bo 

Wherfore  pei  mosten  of  necessite 

As  for  J>at*  nyjf  departen  of  companye 

And  eche  of  hem  go]»  to  his  hostelrye  4184 
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And  toke  his  logginge  as  it*  wolde  falle 

That*  oon  of  hem  was  logged  in  a  stalle 

ffer  in  a  ^eerde  wi]»  oxen  of  ))e  ploa3e 

That^  oj^r  man  was  logged  wel  ynon;e        ciaufnii       4188 

As  was  his  auenture  or  his  fortune 

))at*  vs  gouenie]»  al  as  in  commune 

And  so  by-felle  longe  ei'  it^  were  day 

This  man  mette  in  his  bed  fer  as  he  lay  4192 

How  )>at*  his  felawe  gan  on  hym  oalle 

And  saide  Alias  for  in  an  oxes  stalle 

This  nyjt*  shal  I  be  mnrj^red  ^  I  lie 

Now  helpe  me  dere  bro]>ere  er  I  dye  /  4196 

In  al  hast*  come  to  me  he  seide 

This  man  out*  of  his  sclepe  for  fere  abreide 

But*  whan  ))af  he  was  wakened  out*  of  his  sclepe 

He  tume]»  hym  and  toke  of  ]»is  no  kepe  4200 

Hym  ]»oi^t*  his  dreme  was  nojt*  but*  a  vanyte 

Thus  twies  in  his  sclepinge  dremed  he 

And  at  f*  .iij.  tyme  jit*  his  felawe 

Come  as  he  {^oujt*  I  am  nowe  Isclawe  4204 

Biholde  my  blody  woundes  depe  and  wide 

Arise  yp  erly  in  fe  moiowe  tide 

AjhI  at*  the  west*  gate  of  fe  toun  quod  he 

A  cart*  fill  of  donge  fer  ahslif  pon  see  4208 

In  which  his  body  is  hidde  ful  pnuely 

To  j>ilk*  carte  aresten  boldely 

My  golde  caused  my  murder  so^  to  sayh) 

And  tolde  hym  euery  poynt*  how  he  was  sclayil  4212 

Wi))  a  ful  pitous  iace  pale  of  hwe 

And  trest*  wel  his  dreme  he  fonde  ful  trwe 

ffor  on  fe  morowe  as  sone  as  it*  was  day 

To  his  felawes  Inne  he  toke  fe  way  4216 

And  whan  he  come  to  ]»is  oxes  stalle 

Aftere  his  felawe  he  bygan  to  calle 

The  ostelere  answen}  hym  anon 

And  saide  Sii'  ^oure  felawe  is  goon  4220 
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As  Bone  as  day  he  went*  oaf  of  ye  toune 

This  man  gan  falle  in  grete  suspecioun 

EemembTyng*  hyin  on  his  diemes  ]»af  he  mette 

And  for]»  he  go))  no  lenger  wold  he  lette  4224 

Vnto  f  e  west*  gate  of  J>e  toune  and  fonde 

A  donge  caiV  as  he  went*  to  donge  fe  londe        oarsflniacfc] 

That*  was  araied  in  |)e  same  wise 

As  ^e  han  herde  ^e  dede  man  deujse  4228 

And  wi))  an  hardy  herf  he  gan  to  crie 

Yengeaunce  and  iustice  on  ))is  yilanye 

My  felawe  murdred  is  f  is  same  nyjf 

And  in  ^is  carte  he  lith  gapinge  vp  ri^f  4232 

[T  crye  out  /.  on  the  mynystres  quod  he  te^7?6l*J]'  ^ 

That  sholde  the  lawe  keep  in  tliis  Cite 

Harrow  alias  /  here  lith  my  felawe  sleyn 

What  sholde  I  more  /  vnto  this  tale  seyn  4236 

The  people  out  sterter/  and  caste  the  carte  to  grounde 

And  in  the  myddis  of  the  donge  thei  fouTide]     f^J**^™. , 

-•       extract  MMttj 

The  dede  man  ))at*  murdred  was  ati  newe 

0  blisful  god  |?af  arf  so  lust*  and  trewe  4240 
Loo  how  fat*  f ou  bywreiest*  mordere  alway 

Murder  wil  out*  J>at*  see  wee  day  by  day 

Morder  is  so  wlatsom  and  so  abhomynable 

To  god  ))at*  is  so  lust*  and  resonable  4244 

))at*  he  ne  wU  not*  sufEre  it  hilled  be 

Theigh  it*  abide  a  jeer  or  twoo  or  f  re 

Murder  wil  out*  fia  is  my  condusioun 

And  rijf  anoon  mimstres  of  ye  ioun  4248 

Haf  hent*  J>e  Carter  and  [ful]  sore  hym  pyned 

And  eke  pe  Ostilere  so  fer  engyned 

That*  pei  biknewe  her  wikkednesse  anoon 

And  weren  honged  by  f  e  nek*  bone  4252 

Here  may  men  see  fat  dremes  bene  to  drede 

And  certes  in  the  same  boke  I  rede 

Itijt*  in  pe  next*  chapitere  I  rede  of  fis 

1  gabbe  not*  so  hane  I  loie  or  blis  4256 
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Two  men  f&\f  wolden  haae  passed  ))e  See 

fifor  certeyn  cause  in  to  a  fer  contre 

If  ))at*  fe  wynde  ne  liad  be  contrarie 

That*  made  hem  in  a  Cite  forto  tarie  4260 

Thaf  stood  ful  merye  vpon  an  hauen  side 

£ut<  on  a  daye  i^einst*  pe  euentide 

The  wynde  gan  channge  and  blowe  as  hym  lust^ 

lolif  and  glad  fei  wenten  vnto  rosf  4264 

And  Casten  hem  ful  erly  forto  saile 

But*  herken  how  oo  man  felle  i^  grete  penle 

Thaf  oon  of  hem  in  scleping*  as  he  lay 

Hym  mette  a  wonder  dreme  i^einst*  ^e  day  4268 

Hym  you^if  a  man  stood  be  his  beddys  side 

And  hym  commaunded  ^at*  he  shuld  abide .  PmI  msI 

And  saide  hym  ^us  if  pon  to  mom  wende 

Thowe  shalf  be  dieynf  my  tale  is  af  an  ende  4272 

He  woke  and  tolde  his  felawe  what*  he  meitf 

And  pieide  him  his  yiage  forto  lette 

As  for  paif  day  he  preide  hym  to  abide 

His  felawe  j>af  lay  by  his  beddys  side  4276 

Gan  forto  laugh  and  scorned  ful  fast* 

No  drem  quod  he  may  myne  hert*  agast* 

That*  I  wil  lette  forto  do  my  ]»ingges 

I  sette  not*  a  strawe  by  dremyngges  4280 

flfor  sweuenes  bene  but*  vanytees  and  Japes 

Men  dreme  alway  of  owles  and  of  apes 

And  of  mony  a  mase  ))er^wi]7att 

Men  dremen  of  ^inge  fat*  neuerc  [shal]  4284 

But*  eipen  I  see  ))ou  wit*  here  abide 

And  ^us  forsclewj^n  wiKully  pi  tyde 

God  woote  if  rewe])  me  and  haue  good  day 

And  pMB  he  toke  his  leue  and  wenf  his  way  4288 

And  er  thaf  he  had  half  his  cours  assailed 

I  nof  whi  ne  whaf  meschaunce  if  ailed 

Buf  casuely  pe  shippes  botme  renf 

And  ship  and  man  vnder  pe  water  wenf  4293 
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In  8i^f  of  o))er  shippes  hjm  beside 

That*  wi))  hym  sallied  att  fe  same  tyde 

And  ))eifore  he  seide  Pertelote  so  dere 

By  suche  ensamples  olde  maisf  ^u  leie  4296 

Thaf  no  man  shulde  be  to  lechelees 

Of  Dremes  for  I  say  pe  doutelees 

That*  in  mony  a  dreme  f ul  sore  is  foito  drede 

Lo  in  ]>e  lif  of  seinf  kenelyne  I  rede  4300 

Thaf  was  kenulphns  sone  ye  noble  kynge 

Of  Mertenrike  how  kenelyne  mette  a  Jnnge 

A  litel  er  [he]  was  murde[ie]d  on  a  day 

His  nrnrdre  in  his  Auysioii  he  say  4304 

His  norice  him  expowned  euery  delt 

His  sweuen  and  bad  hym  for  to  kepe  hym  wett 

ffor  treson  but*  he  was  ^euen  jere  olde 

And  ])erfore  litel  tale  hap  he  tolde       vmftn,  b«&]        4308 

Of  eny  dreme  so  holly  was  his  h^e 

Be  god  I  had  leuer  ]»an  my  sherte 

Thaf  30  had  hen}  his  legende  as  haue  I 

Dame  Pertelote  I  say  jou  trewly  4312 

MacTobyus  faf  wrif  J>e  avision 

In  affrike  of  pe  wor])i  Ciprioii 

Afiferme^  diemes  and  se))  ]»af  per  bene 

Wamynge  of  J^ingges  ])af  men  after  sene  4316 

And  fer^rmore  I  pray  jou  loke)»  weH 

The  olde  testamenf  of  DanyeS 

3if  he  heelde  dremes  of  eny  yanyte 

Bede  eke  of  losepli  and  ye  shal  See  4320 

Wheder  dremes  be  somtyme  I  say  not  alb 

Wamyng*  of  ]»ingges  ^af  shul  aftei*  fall6 

Loke  eke  of  Ilgipte  ]>e  kinge  danne  Pharao 

His  bakere  and  his  botelere  also  4324 

Wher  fei  ne  felf  noon  efifecte  in  dremes 

Who  so  wil  seche  of  sundry  rewmes 

May  reden  of  dremes  mony  a  wondei'  ]>uige 

Loo  Cresus  which  ))af  was  of  lyde  fe  kynge  432S 
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Mette  he  nof  ]»af  he  satte  vpon  a  tie 

Whic&  signified  be  shnld  anhonged  be 

Lo  here  Adromacha  Ectors  wiff 

Thaf  day  >at*  Ector  shuld  lete  bis  lif  4332 

She  diemed  on  fe  same  ny^f  byfom 

How  fat*  j>e  lif  of  Ector  shuld  be  lorn 

)iif  J)ilk*  day  he  went*  into  bataile 

She  warned  hym  but"  Of  mj^if  not*  availe  4336 

He  went*  forto  fi3ten  naj^elees 

But*  he  was  sclayn  of  Achilles 

But*  thilk*  tale  is  alto  longe  to  telle 

And  eke  if  is  nygh  day  I  may  not  dwelle  4340 

Shortly  I  say  as  for  conclusiofl 

That  I  shal  haue  of  f  is  avisiofi 

Of  aduersitees  and  I  say  f&rfermoTe 

That  I  ne  wil  telle  of  laxatifs  no  store  4344 

ffor  fei  bene  venemous  I  wote  rijf  weH 

I  hem  diffie  I  loue  hem  neuere  a  dele  [iMf  smj 

HO  lat*  vs  speke  of  mer))e  and  stent*  al  ]7is 

Madame  peHilote  so  haue  I  blisse  4348 

Of  00  ]7ing*  god  haf  sent*  me  large  grace 

ffor  whan  I  se  fe  bewte  of  ^oure  face 

5e  bene  so  scarlet*  rede  aboute  f  e  eyen 

It*  makef  al  my  drede  for  to  dyen  4352 

ffor  also  sikei*  as  in  principio . 

Mulier  est  hominis  confusio 

Madame  fe  sentence  of  ]»is  latyn  is 

Womman  is  mannys  ioy  and  his  blisse  4356 

ffor  whan  I  fele  on  ny^t*  30U1'  soft*  side 

Al  be  it*  ))at*  I  may  not*  on  jou  ride 

ffor  ))at*  oure  perche  is  made  so  narowe  alas 

I  am  so  ful  of  loye  and  solas  4360 

))at*  I  defie  bo))  sweuen  and  dreme 

And  wi]>  ))at*  word  I  fleeg&  doune  fro  ])e  heme 

ffor  it*  was  day  and  eke  his  hennes  alle 

And  vnf  a  chukke  he  gan  hem  forto  calle  4364 
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ffor  he  liad  founden  a  com  lay  in  ^e  ^eide 

Beal  lie  was  no  more  affen} 

He  ffefered  Pertelot*  xx**  tyme 

And  drad  as  oft*  er  it*  were  prime  4368 

He  lokef  as  it*  were  a  grym  lyoten 

And  on  lus  toes  he  roomed  yp  and  dot^n 

Hym  deyned  not*  to  sette  his  fete  on  grounde 

Ay  chokked  he  whan  he  had  a  come  found  4372 

And  to  hym  ))an  ronne  his  wynes  aB. 

Thns  Royal  as  a  prince  in  his  hatt 

Leue  I  ^is  chauntelere  in  his  pasture 

And  aftere  wil  I  telle  of  his  auenture  4376 

Whan  f  e  month  f  e  which  J>e  world!  byganne 

That*  hi^t*  marche  whan  god  first  made  man 

Was  Complete  and  passed  were  also 

Si])ens  Marche  bygan  .xxx^  daies  and  twoo .  4380 

Byfelle  ]»at*  chauntelere  in  his  pride 

His  seuen  wyues  welken  hywi  byside  • 

Cast*  vp  his  eyen  to  f  e  bri3t*  eomie 

That*  in  ^e  signe  of  Taurus  was  ronne      pearses,  teckj     4384 

Twenty  degrees  and  oon  and  somwhaf  more 

He  knew  by  kynde  and  by  noon  of  er  lore 

That*  it*  was  prime  he  crewe  wif  blisful  steuen 

The  Sonne  he  saide  is  clumben  vp  to  heuen  ^  4388 

xl.  degres  and  oon  and  more,  y  wis 

Madame  Pertelote  my  worldes  blisse 

Herken  how  f ise  blisful  briddes  singe 

And  se  pe  fresshe  floures  how  pei  springe  4392 

fful  is  myn  hert*  of  Eeuel  and  of  solas 

But*  sodeynly  hym  felle  a  soriful  caas 

ffor  euer  pe  latter  and  of  loie  is  sone  ygoo 

And  comonly  ofte  tyme  it*  falle))  soo  4396 

And  if  arthour  coude  faire  endite 

He  in  cronicle  myghf  Sauely  write 

As  for  a  souereyn  notabilite 

No  we  euery  wise  man  herken  me  4400 
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This  story  is  as  trowe  I  vndertake 

As  is  ^  booke  of  launcelote  de  lake 

That*  women  holde  in  ful  gret  reuerence 

Kow  wil  I  tume  a^ein  to  my  sentence  4404 

A  Col  foxe  [ful]  of  scleijt*  and  iniquite 

That*  in  fe  groue  had  wonned  3eeres  fre 

By  hig&  ymagynacioji  to-fore  cast* 

pe  same  nyght*  ))org&-out*  ))e  heggee  brasf  4408 

Into  fe  3eerc)  ^er  chauntelere  ^e  fair^ 

was  wonte  and  eke  his  wyues  to  repairs 

And  in  a  bedde  of  wortes  stille  he  lay 

Till  if  was  passed  vndren  of  fe  day  441 2 

Waitynge  his  tyme  on  channteler  to  falle 

As  gladly  done  ))ise  homycydes  alle 

That*  in  arwaite  ligge  to  mnrdie  men  * 

O  fals  murders  rowkyng*  in  pi  den  4416 

O  newe  Scariot*  o .  newe  Genylon 

ffals  dissimylour  o  greke  Symon 

J?at*  brou3tesf  troye  al  vtterly  to  soiowe 

0  chauntelere  acursed  be  ))at*  morowe  4420 

^af  ^ou  into  [J)i]  ^e&ti  fleg&  from  ^e  hemes 

Thow  were  ful  wel  ywamed  by  fi  dremes  [itaf  sm] 

That*  ilke  day  was  p^^ilous  to  ))e 

But*  ))af  .))af  god  a-fore  wote  most*  nedes  be  4424 

Aftere  f e  opynyon  of  certeyn  clerkes 

Wittnesse  of  hym  fat*  eny  clerk  es 

That*  in  scole  [is]  giete  altercaciofi 

In  fiB  mater  and  grete  disputacioii  4428 

And  hsLp  bene  of  an  C.  thousand  men  / 

But*  I  ne  can[not]  bult*  it  to  pe  brenne 

As  can  f  e  holy  doctour  augustyne 

Or  boys  or  ))e  Bisshop  Bradwardyne  4432 

Whedere  fat*  goddys  wille  arfore  wetyng* 

Streynef  me  nedely  forto  doon  a  fing* 

Nedely  clepe  I  symple  necessite 

Or  ollis  3if  f  e  free  chois  be  graunted  me  4436 
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To  do  f af  same  f  ing*  or  do  it*  nonjt*  • 
ThoTije  god  forwote  if  er  if  was  WT0U3f 
£r  of  his  wetyng*  streyne^  nener  a  dele 
But  by  necessite  condicionele 
I  wil  nof  haue  to  done  of  such  matere 
My  tale  is  of  a  cokke  as  ^e  shullen  here 
Tliaf  toke  his  counsaile  of  his  wif  with  sorowe 
To  walken  in  J>o  ^eerdo  vpon  J>e  morowe 
Thaf  he  had  mette  fe  dieme  ]»af  I  30U  tolde 
'Won)m[an]e8  counsaile  is  fed  ofte  colde 
"Womm[an]es  counsaile  broujf  vs  firef  to  woo 
And  made  Adam  from  paradys  to  goo  . 
Ther  he  was  ful  mery  an  wel  at  ese 
But  for  I  note  whom  I  myjt  displese 
If  I  counsaile  of  wommen  wold  blame     • 
Passe  ouere  for  I  seide  if  in  my  game 
B^do  awters  wher  f  ei  trete  of  such  matero 
And  whaf  fei  seyne  of  wommen  here 
Thise  bene  ])e  cokkes  wordes  and  not  myne 
I  can  no  harme  of  no  womman  devyne 
fifdre  in  pe  sonde  to  bath  hur  merely 
lith  pertelote  and  al  hure  susters  bye 
Ajeinsf  j>e  sonne  and  chauntelere  so  fre 
Bonge  meryer  ))an  fe  meermaiden  in  ^e  See 
ffor  phisialogus  sai^  witterly 
How  f af  fei  syngen  wel  and  merely 
And  so  byfelle  as  he  casf  his  ye 
Amonges  f  e  wortes  vppon  a  botterflie 
He  was  war  of  this  fox  f  af  lay  ful  lowe 
No  ))inge  ne  lusf  hym  fan  for  to  crowe 
Buf  cries  anon  cok*  colC  and  vp  he  sterte 
As  a  man  ])af  was  affraied  in  his  herte 
ffor  naturelly  a  beesf  desiref  to  flee 
firo  his  contrarie  if  he  may  it  See 
jTou^e  he  neuer  had  seye  if  erst  wttA  his  ye 
This  chauntelere  whan  he  hy^n  gan  aspie 
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He  wold  haue  fledde  but*  ))af  fe  fox  anofl 

Saide  gentile  sii'  alias  whaf  hast  fon  dofi 

Bene  ^e  a£&aied  of  me  ^at*  am  jonre  frende 

Certes  six'  ^an  ben  30  vnhende  4476 

K I  to  jou  wil  harme  or  vilanye 

I  am  not*  come  30U1'  counsaile  to  aspie 

But*  trewly  f  e  cause  of  my  comynge 

was  oonly  to  barken  bow  fat*  je  singo  4480 

ffor  trewly  je  ban  as  mery  a  steuen 

As  aungel  ba]}  )}at*  is  in  beuen 

Tber-with  30  ban  in  musike  more  felinge 

fan  bad  boys  or  eny  fat*  can  synge  4484 

My  loide  joui'  fadere  god  bis  saule  blisse 

And  eke  joure  modere  and  bui^  gentilnesse 

Han  in  myn  bous  bene  to  jou  grete  ese 

And  Certes  sir*  ri3t*  fain  wold  I  jou  plese  4488 

But*  for  men  speken  of  syngynge  I  wil  seye 

So  mot*  I  brouke  myn  eien  tweye 

Sauf  je  I  ne  ben)  neuer  man  so  syngo 

As  did  30ure  fader  in  fe  momynge  4492 

Certes  it*  was  of  bert*  al  fat*  be  songe 

And  forto  make  bis  vois  f  e  more  stronge 

He  wold  so  peyn  bym  fat  wif  botb  bis  yen 

He  most*  wynke  so  loude  be  did  crien  4496 

And  stonden  on  bis  typtoon  f  erwif  al* 

And  streccbe  forf  bis  nek*  longe  aiid  sm^  o«»f «»] 

And  eke  be  was  of  8uc&  discrecion 

Tbaf  fer  nas  no  man  in  no  region  4600 

Tbat*  bim  in  songe  or  wisdom  my3t*  passe 

I  bane  wel  red  daun  Bumel  fer  as 

Amonge  bis  vers  fer  was  a  cok* 

[Tbat]  ffor  a  preestes  sone  ^aue  by7?i  a  knok*  4604 

Vpon  bis  legge  wbiles  be  was  3onge  and  nyce 

He  made  bym  forto  lese  bis  benefice 

But*  certeyn  fer  nys  noon  comparisofl 

Bytwix  f  e  wisdom  and  discreciofl  4608 
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Of  joure  fadcre  and  of  his  subtilite 

Kow  synge]}  sir'  for  seinf  charite 

Lat*  see  conne  30  joure  fadere  countiefete 

This  Chaimtelere  his  wenges  gan  to  bete  4513 

As  man  pa,\f  coude  naf  his  tresoti  aspie 

So  was  he  rauessed  wip  his  flaterye  ^ 

Alias  30  lordes  mony  a  fals  flatour 

Is  in  3001  couif  and  mony  a  losengooi'  4516 

That*  plesen  30U  more  by  my  fei]) 

That*  he  )»at*  8o))fastnesse  ynto  30^  sei^ . 

Eede]»  Ecdesiastre  of  flateiye 

BeJ  ware  3e  lordes  of  her  trecherye  4520 

This  Chauntecleie  stood  high  vpon  his  toos 

Strecchinge  his  nek  and  held  his  eien  cloos 

And  gan  to  crowe  loude  for  ye  nones 

And  daun  Eussel  sterf  yp  al  at*  ones  4524 

And  by  ^e  Gargaige  hent*  Channteclere 

And  on  his  bak  towan)  the  wood  hym  here 

fbr  3it*  was  ther  no  man  hym  swed 

O  Destany  pAif  maist*  not*  bene  eschewed  4528 

Alias  j>at*  chaunteclere  fel  fro  pe  hemes 

Alias  his  wif  ne  Ton3f  not*  of  dremes 

And  on  a  friday  felle  all  p\a  meschaunce 

O  Venus  J>af  art*  goddes  of  plesaunce  4532 

Sij>ens  {^at*  pi  Beruaunte  was  ^is  chaunteclere 

And  in  ))i  s^ruise  did  al  his  powere 

More  for  delif  pan  pe  world  to  multiplie 

Whi  woldest*  J>ou  suffre  on  J)i  day  to  dye  Dciif  88B,tack] 

0  Gaufrede  dere  maistere  souereyii  4537 

)}at*  whan  pe  wor))i  kinge  Eichan)  was  sclayfi 

Wi]}  shot*  compleyndesf  his  de]»  so  sore 

Whi  ne  had  I  nowe  ))i  sentence  and  ))i  lore  4510 

pe  fifriday  forto  chide  as  did  3e 

ffor  on  a  friday  shortely  sclayne  was  he 

pan  wolde  I  shewe  howe  )}af  I  coude  playne 

ffor  chaunteclere  and  for  his  peyne  4544 
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Certus  SUC&  ciye  ne  lamentaciofl 

was  of  ladies  made  whan  ]»at<  Ilyon 

Was  wonne .  and  piims  with  his  8trei3t<  swerJ 

Whan  he  hent*  king*  Prian  by  J>e  beerd  4548 

And  sclayn  hym  as  seide  Enneidos 

As  maden  all  ye  hennes  in  pe  cloos 

Whan  pel  had  seie  of  chaiintecleie  fe  sijt* 

But<  souereyn  dame  p^rtelote  shiijt*  4552 

wel  lodder  pan  did  Hasdrabaldes  wif* 

whan  ]»at*  her  husbonde  had  lost*  his  lif> 

And  )>ati  fe  romaynes  had  brenf  Cartage 

She  was  so  ful  of  torment*  and  of  Eage  4556 

That"  wilfully  into  fe  fire  she  sterf 

And  brenf  her  self  wi)>  a  stedfast*  herf 

O  woofiil  hennys  rijt*  so  cnden  je 

As  whan  ])at*  Kero  brenf  pe  Cite  4560 

Of  Eome  criden  fe  Cenatot/rs  wyues 

fifor  paV  her  husbondes  shulden  lese  her  lyues 

wi^uten  Gilt*  [))is]  Nero  h&p  hem  sclayn 

Now  wil  I  tame  to  my  tale  a3ein  4564 

This  sely  widows  and  hnra  dou3ters  two 

Herden  pe  hennys  crien  and  make  woo 

And  out*  atte  door  sterten  ]»ci  anoon 

And  segh  pe  fox  toward  ^e  groue  goon  4568 

And  bare  on  his  bak  ^e  Cok  away 

They  criden  out*  and  harawe  and  welaway 

A  ha  fe  fox  and  aftei'  hym  ^ei  ran 

And  eke  -mp  staues  mony  an  oper  man  4572 

Ban  CoH  our  dogge .  talbot  and  Garlonde 

And  Malkyn  wij)  her  dystaf  in  hure  honde  [jmtu«\ 

Ban  cowe  and  calf  and  eke  the  verrey  hogges 

Sore  affer<)  for  berking*  of  dogges  4576 

And  shetinge  of  men  and  wommen  eke 

]»ei  ronne  so  ]>eire  hertea  ))ei  J^oujt*  to  breke 

^ei  jelden  as  feendcs  doii  in  helle 

The  dogges  criden  as  men  wol()  hem  quelle  4580 
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Out*  of  the  liynes  come  ])e  swarme  of  bees 

The  gees  for  fere  flowen  in  J)e  trees 

So  hidous  was  the  noise  .0  henedicite 

Certes  he  lak"  strawe  and  his  mayne  4584 

Ne  made  nener  showtes  half  so  shrills 

whan  J)af  )>ei  wolde  eny  flemwyng  kille 

As  faf  ilk*  day  was  made  tpon  fe  fox 

Of  bras  fei  broujf  hemes  and  of  box  4588 

Of  horn  and  boon  in  which  fei  ponped 

And  J)erwiJ)al  fei  schrited  and  showted . 

It  semed  as  ))af  heuene  shuld^  falld 

Now  good  I  prey  jou  harkene))  alle  4592 

Lo  how  fortune  tumej>  sodeynly 

The  hope  and  eke  pride  of  her  envie 

This  cok/  J>af  lay  vppon  the  fox  bak* 

In  al  his  drede  vnto  pe  fox  spak?  4596 

And  saide  Sire  if  I  were  as  30 

Jif  shuld  I  say  as  wis  god  helpe  me 

Tume  ajeine  je  proude  cherles  slle 

A  verrey  pestilence  vppon  30U  falle  4600 

Nowe  am  I  come  vnto  f  is  wodys  side 

Maugre  ^oura  hede  ^e  cok  shal  here  abide 

I  wol  hym  ete  in  feif  and  fat*  anon 

The  fox  answerde  in  faij)  if  shal  be  don  4604 

And  [as]  he  spak*  pai  words  al  sodeynly 

This  Cok"  brak  firom  his  mouf  delyuerly 

And  high  vppon  a  tree  he  flegh  ano& 

And  whan  fe  fox  segh  J>at*  he  was  gofl  4608 

Alias  quod  he  0  qhauntelere  alias 

I  haue  quod  he  done  to  30a  trespas 

In  as  moch  as  I  made  jou  afercl 

Whan  I  JOU  henf  and  broujf  ouf  of  fe  jerde      perfw^  h«*] 

Buf  sire  I  did  if  nof  in  no  wicked  entenf  4613 

Commef  doune  and  I  shal  telle  jou  whaf  I  menf 

I  shal  saie  so))  god  helpe  me  soo 

Nay  pBn  quod  he  I  schrewe  vs  boj)  twoo  4616 
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And  first*  I  schrewe  my  self  boJ>  blood  and  bones 

3if  ]>ou  bigile  me  ofter  ])an  ones 

Thow  shalt*  no  more  vrip  ^i  flaterie 

Do  me  swynk*  and  wink*  wij>  myn  ye  4620 

fifor  he  y&V  wynket*  whan  he  shuld  see 

As  wisly  god  lat*  hym  neuer  pee 

Nay  quod  ])e  fox  god  ^eue  hym  meschaunce 

That*  is  so  vndisciete  of  gouemattnce  4624 

That*  langelej)  whan  he  shuld  haue  pees 

Loo  such  is  forto  be  rechelees 

And  nedigenf  and  truste])  on  flaterie 

But*  30  ])at*  holden  pis  foly  4628 

As  of  a  Cok*  of  a  fox  and  of  an  henne 

Take])  fe  Moialite  good  men* 

fifor  seint*  poule  seip  al  pat*  vmton  is 

To  our  doctrine  it*  is  writen  ywis  /  463^ 

Takep  pe  fniyte  and  lat*  pe  chaf  be  stille 

Kowe  good  god  if  it*  be  pi  wille 

As  seip  my  lorde  so  make  ys  aH  good  men 

And  biinge  ys  al  to  his  blisse  Amen .  4636 

Thus  endep  pe  preestes  tale 
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And]>1U        ■      ion  It^rtli,  back! 

bygynnes  )«  maAoiples  tale . 


'\\  7  Ete  je  not"  where  stonf  a  litel  tonne  IT  The  pr  ^log^e/ 
\\/     Whicfi  ^af  is  cleped  bob  vp  and  donne 
^  T  T      Vnder  ^e  blee  in  Cannterbery  waye 

Ther  gan  onr  hooste  to  lape  and  playe  4 

And  saide  Sirres  donne  is  in  )»e  myre 

Is  ]»er  no  man  for  preiere  ne  for  hyre 

That*  wil  awake  onr  felawe  behinde 

A  theef  my3f  hym  robbe  and  bynde '  B 

Se  bowe  be  nappe])  for  goddys  bones . 

Awaite  be  wil  falle  from  bia  bors  af  ones 

This  is  a  coke  of  londo£k  wi^  mescbaunce 

Do  bym  come  for])  be  knowe])  bis  penaunce     (imtm}     12 

ffor  be  sbal  telle  a  tale  be  my  fay 

Al  ))Oi^e  if  be  naf  wortii  a  botel  of  bay 

Awake  ])on  coke  god  3eue  ])e  Sorowe 

Wbaf  ailej)  j)e  to  slepe  so  by  pe  morowec  16 

.  Hasf  }on  bad  fleen  to  nyjf  or  fou  art*  dronke 

Or  basf  ))0U  al  ny^f  wi])  som  quene  yswonkc 

So  paf  ))ou  maisf  not*  bolde  yp  pine  bede 

Tbis  Coke  ))af  was  [ful]  pale  and  no  ])ing«  rede  20 

Saide  to  oure  booste  so  god  me  blesse 

As  per  is  bolden  on  me  sucb  beuynesse 

Tbat  I  nof  wbeder  me  were  lener  sclepe 

Tban  ))e  besf  Galon  wyne  in  cbepe  24 
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wel  quod  ^e  manciple  it*  wil  done  ese  25 

To  )»e  Sir'  Coke  and  to  no  wi^t*  mysplese 

whiche  ^at*  riden  in  ^is  company 

^af  800  our  boost*  wil  of  his  curtesy  28 

I  wil  as  nowe  excuse  ye  of  ^i  talQ 

fibr  in  good  &y  pi  visage  is  rijt*  pale 

yme  eyen  dasen  as  me  ^enke^ 

And  wel  I  woof  ])i  bretii  sore  stynke^  32 

That*  shewe^  pou  nart  not*  wel  disposed . 

Of  me  certaine  ])ou  shalf  not*  bene  glosed . 

See  bowe  be  goletb  pis  dronken  wi^f 

As  {K>we  be  wolde  swoune  anoll  ri3f  36 

Hold  cloos  pi  mou])e  man  by  ^i  fader  kyn 

Tbe  dead  of  belle  sette  bis  foote  perla . 

Tby  cursed  breetb  wil  affecte  vs  alia 

ffy  stynkinge  bogge  foule  mot*  ^e  byfalle  40 

Kow  take^  bede  sirs  of  ^is  lusty  man 

Now  swete  sir  wil  ye  lust*  at*  ^e  fan 

Tberto  me  penkep  ^e  be  wel  ysbape 

IT  I  trowe  30  ban  di'onken  wyne  grape  44 

And  pai  is  wban  men  pley  wtt^  a  strawe 

And  wi^  pia  specbe  pe  coke  wex  al  wrawe 

[And  on  tbe  Maonciple .  gan  to  nodde  fast*    2SS5*  *^  ^  ^ 

£for  lak*  of  specbe .  and  downe  tbe  bors  bym  cast*  48 

Wbere  as  be  lay  til  tbaf  men  bym  vptoke 

Tbis  was  a  fSEure  cbeuacbe .  of  a  cooke 

Alias  tbaf  be  nad .  bold  b3rm  bi  bis  ladilb 

And  or  tbaf  be  ageyn .  were  in  bis  sadiH]  52 

Tber  was  grete  scbovnyng*  to  and  froo 

To  liff  bym  up  and  mykel  care  and  woo 

So  ynweldy  was  ])is  appalled  goosf 

And  to  pe  manciple  ^an  speke  our  boosf     QeafM?.  btd]    56 

By  cause  drink*  ba])  Dominaciofi 

Vppon  J>is  man  by  my  sauaciofi 

I  trowe  be  wolde  lewdely  telle  bis  tale 

fibr  were  if  wyne  or  ellis  moysf  ale  60 
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That<  he  ha])  dronken  he  speke])  vi  his  nose 

And  galpe^  fast*  and  eke  he  ha])  ])e  pose 

He  ha^  also  to  doo  more  pan  ynogh 

To  kepe  hym  and  his  capel  ouf  of  y  sclou^gh 

And  if  he  falle  fro  his  capel  eft*  sone 

Than  shal  we  alle  haue  ynogh  to  done 

In  lifdnge  vp  of  his  heuy  corps 

Telle  on  ])i  tale  of  hym  make  I  no  force 

But*  nowe  Maunciple  in  fei])  ])0U  art*  to  nyce 

Thus  openly  to  lepreue  hy  w  of  his  vice 

Anoper  day  he  wil  pe/^uenture 

Eedeyme  ])e  and  bringe  ])e  to  lure 

I  mene  he  speke  wold  of  smale  phigges 

As  forto  pynchen  at*  pi  rekenyngge^ 

That*  were  not*  honest*  jif  it  come  to  preef* 

Nowe  quod  the  maunciple  fat*  were  a  gref  mescheef 

So  my^t*  he  bringe  me  in  pe  snaie 

3  it*  had  I  leuer  paien  for  pe  maie 

Which  he  rit*  vpon  ])an  he  shuld  wit/i  me  strive 

I  wU  not*  wre])  hym  as  mot*  I  ^rive 

what*  ])at*  I  spak  I  saide  it*  in  my  bourde 

And  wote  je  what*  I  haue  here  in  a  gourde 

A  draujt*  of  wyne  30  of  a  ripe  grape 

And  ri^t*  anoon  ;e  shul  se  a  good  lape 

This  Coke  shal  drynk*  peroi  jif  ])at  I  may 

Vp  peyne  of  de^  he  wil  nat*  say  me  nay 

And  certeynly  to  tellen  as  it  was 

Of  pia  vessel  pe  Coke  dronk*  fast*  alas 

What*  nede^  hit*  he  dronk*  ynouje  to-fom 

And  whan  he  had  poped  in  his  horn 

To  pe  Manciple  he  toke  pe  gourde  ageyn 

And  of  pat*  drinke  pe  Coke  was  wonder  feyn 

And  ponked  hym  in  such  wise  as  he  coudo 

Than  gan  oure  boost*  to  laughen  wondere  loude 

And  saide  I  see  wel  it*  is  necessarie 

Where  ])af  we  goon  good  drink*  wij)  vs  to  carie 
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iTor  ))af  wil  tuiDe  rancour  and  dissese  97 

To  pees  and  loue  and  mony  a  wronge  to  sese 

0  Backus  blessed  be  pi  name 

Thaf  so  can  tuine  emest*  into  game  100 

Worship  and  Jjonk*  be  vnto  Je 

ffor  of  fiB  matere  30  gete  no  more  of  me 

Telle  on  pou  manciple  I  fe  pray 

Wei  sif  quod  he  now  herkene])  what*  I  say  104 

f  Thug  6iid6>  }e  prologs  of  pe  Manciple 
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IT  The  Tale.f|. 
And  here  bygynne]^  }e  manciple  his  tale  i<m  ^^ w] 

«  m  7  Han  Phebns  dwelt*  here  in  fis  erj>e  adoun       105 

m/m/     As  olde  bokes  maken  mencioun 

T  T      He  was  fe  mosf  lusty  bachller6 
Of  al  l^is  world  and  eke  ]>e  best*  archeie  108 

He  sclougll  Phiton  pe  seipenf  as  he  lay 
Sdeping*  t^einsf  fe  sonne  vpon  a  day 
And  mony  a  no^er  wor]>i  noble  dede 
He  wi])  his  bowe  wroujt*  as  men  may  rede  112 

Pleien  he  conde  on  euery  mynstralcie 
And  syngen  )»af  if  was  a  melodye 
To  harken  of  his  deera  voys  fe  soun 
Certes  pQ  kynge  of  Thebes  Amphioun  116 

Thaf  wi^  hys  syngging*  walled  )»af  cite 
Conde  neuere  synge  half  so  wel  as  he 
Therto  he  was  ]>e  someliesf  man 

Thaf  is  or  was  mf  ]>e  world  bygan .  *  120 

Whaf  nede)»  if  is  fetures  to  diBcrive 
ffor  in  ^is  world  was  noon  so  faire  alyue 
He  was  ^er-with  fulfilled  of  gentilnesse 
Of  honure  and  of  parfif  wor]»inesse  124 

This  Phebus  )»af  was  floui^  of  bachelerie 
As  wel  in  firedom  as  in  Ghiualrie 
ffor  disporf  and  in  signe  eke  of  victorie 
Of  Pheton  so  as  telle])  ys  ^e  storie  128 

was  wonf  to  beren  in  his  honde  a  bowe 
Now  ha]>  ])is  Phebus  in  his  hows  a  crowe  pcaf  sfio] 

Which  in  a  Cage  he  fostred  mony  a  day 
And  tau^f  if  to  speke  as  men  doon  a  laye  132 
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White  was  ])is  crowe  as  is  a  white  swan  133 

And  countrefeted  ])e  speche  of  eneij  man 

He  cowde  whan  he  shuld  telle  a  tale 

Ther-wiJ)  in  al  J>is  londe  fer  nys  no  ny^tyngale  136 

That*  cowde  by  an  hundred  thousan  dele 

Synge  so  meiy  and  eke  so  wel 

Kow  had  ^is  phebus  in  his  hons  a  wif 

Which  ])af  he  loued  more  ^an  his  owne  lif  140 

And  nyghf  and  day  did  euer  diligence 

Her  for  to  plese  and  done  reuerence 

Sauf  oonly  jif  I  pe  so])  shal  sayn 

lalous  he  was  and  wold  haue  kept*  hare  f&yn,  144 

ffor  hym  were  lo^  liaped  forto  be 

And  so  euery  man  wold  in  such  degre 

But*  al  for  naujf  for  if  availed  nojt* 

A  good  wif  ])af  is  clene  of  werk  and  ^ojt*  1 48 

Shuld  not  be  kepte  in  noon  awaite  certeyil 

And  trewly  fe  laboui'  is  in  veyfl 

To  kepe  a  schrewe  for  if  wil  nof  be 

This  hold  I  for  a  verrey  nycete  152 

To  spille  labour  forto  kepe  wyues 

Thus  writen  olde  clerkes  in  her  lyues 

Buf  nowe  to  pvrpos  as  I  firsf  bygan  * 

This  wor^i  phebus  doo]»  al  paf  he  can/  156 

To  plesen  hura  wenyng*  by  such  plesaunce 

And  for  his  manhode  and  his  gouamaunce 

Thaf  no  man  shuld  haue  puf  hym  from  hii^  grace 

Buf  god  if  wote  ^er  may  no  man  enbrace  160 

As  to  destroie  a  ])inge  which  paif  nature 

Ha])  naturelly  sette  in  a  creature 

Take  eny  bridde  and  puf  if  in  a  cage 

And  doo  al  pine  entenf  and  pi  corage  164 

To  fostere  if  tenderly  wi]>  mete  and  drink* 

Of  aHe  deyntise  paif  ])0U  cansf  by-]>enk* 

And  kepe  if  also  clenly  as  he  may 

Al  pouje  his  Gage  of  gold  be  neuer  so  gay      ciflof  mb]     168 
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5if  ba])  fia  brid  by  twenty  ]K)iiBand  folJ  169 

Leuer  in  a  forest*  ^af  is  wilde  and  cold 

Goon  ete  wonnes  and  sncbe  wiecchednesse 

ffot  euer  pis  bridde  wol  doon  bis  bysynes  172 

To  escape  oaf  of  bis  cage  if  be  may 

His  liberie  ])e  bridde  desire]^  ay 

Lat*  take  a  cat*  and  fostre  by7?»  wel  wit^  mylk^ 

And  tendere  flessbe  and  make  bis  coucbe  of  silk*  176 

And  lat*  bym  seen  a  mous  goo  by  fe  wM 

And  anoon  be  wayuetb  mylk*  flessb  and  att 

And  euery  deynte  paf  is  in  ]m  hous 

Sucbe  appetif  h&p  be  to  ete  a  mous  180 

Lo  bere  ba]>  lusf  bis  domynacion 

And  appetif  flemep  discrecion 

As  pe  wolf  ba]>  also  a  vileyns  kynde 

Tbe  lewdesf  wolf  J)af  sbe  may  fynde  184 

Or  leesf  of  reputaciofi  )>af  Mril  sbe  take 

In  tyme  wban  bur  lusf  to  baue  a  make 

Alle  pise  ensamples  speke  I.  by  pise  men 

Hiaf  bene  vntrewe  and  no  ping<  by  wommon  188 

£for  men  ban  euer  a  likerous  appetif 

On  lower  ping*  to  performe  ber  delite 

Tban  on  ber  wyues  bene  pei  neu^ro  so  faire 

Ke  neuere  so  trewe  ne  so  debonaire  192 

fflessbe  is  so  newefongel  wip  mescbaunce 

Tbaf  we  ne  konne  no  pinge  ban  plesauuce 

Tbaf  sownep  in  vertue  eny  wbile 

Tbis  Pbebus  wbicb  paf  poujf  vpon  no  gile  196 

Doceyued  was  for  al  bis  lolite 

ffor  vnder  bym  anoper  bad  sbe 

A  man  of  litel  reputacion 

Kof  worp  to  pbebus  in  comparisofi  200 

Tbe  more  barme  is  if  bappep  off  soo 

Of  wbocb  per  commetb  mocbel  barme  and  woo 

And  so  byfelle  whan  pbebus  was  absenf 

Ilis  wif  anoon  bap  for  ber  lemman  senf  204 
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Here  lemman  certes  ))is  is  a  knauyssh  speche  205 

fibrjeue))  if  me  and  p&i?  I  30U  biseclie  Vmttm,  buk] 

The  wise  Plato  seiji  as  je  may  *  rede  UJim  bat  nde] 

])«  Word  mof  nedes  accords  wi]>  ])e  dede  208 

3if  men  shal  telle  proprelj  a  ]>inge 

The  worde  mof  Cosyn  be  to  ])e  workinge 

I  am  a  boistons  man  ri3f  fua  say  I 

Ther  nys  no  difference  trewly  212 

Bitwix  a  wif  ]>af  is  of  hie  degre 

3if  of  her  body  dishonesf  she  be 

And  a  poor  wenche  o])er  ])an  ])is 

3if  if  so  be  ])ei  wirk  bo])  amys  216 

Euf  paV  fe  gentile  is  in  state  aboue 

She  shal  be  cleped  his  lady  as  in  loue 

And  for  faf  of er  is  a  poor  womman 

She  shal  be  cleped  his  wench  and  his  lemman .  220 

And  god  if  woote  myn  owne  der  broker 

l^Ion  sayn  ]>af  oon  lith  as  lowo  as  dop  pai?  oper 

Ei3f  so  bitwix  a  titles  tyraunf 

And  an  houlaw^  and  a  feef  erraunf  porhonUw]        224 

The  same  I  say  ]>er  nys  no  difference 

To  Alisaunder  was  tolde  ))af  sentence 

Thaf  for  fe  tyraunf  is  of  gretere  myjf 

By  force  of  mayne  for  sclen  down  rijf  228 

And  brennen  hous  and  home  and  make  al  playn 

Lo  perioTQ  is  cleped  a  Capitayn 

And  for  pe  outlaw  ha]>  buf  smal  mayne 

And  may  not  doon  so  grete  an  harme  as  ho  232 

No  bringe  a  contre  to  so  grete  meschief* 

Men  clepen  hym  an  outlay  or  a  Jjeef* 

Buf  for  I  am  a  man  nof  texf  wel 

I  wil  nof  telle  of  Titus  neuer  a  dele  236 

I  wil  go  to  my  tale  as  I  byganne 

Whan  phebus  [wif]  had  senf  for  her  lemman 

A  noon  pei  wrou^ten  al  her  lusf  volage 

This  white  crowe  faf  hcnge  ay  in  pe  cage  240 
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Bihelde  her  werk*  and  saide  neuer  a  won)  241 

And  whan  ])af  home  was  come  Phebus  pe  lordl 

}ia  ctowe  songe  Cokkow  •  cokkow .  Cukkowe 

What*  brid  quod  phebus  what*  songe  singest^  ihowo  OaaffTO] 

Ke  were  ]»ou  wonte  so  merely  to  synge 

That*  to  myn  hert*  if  was  a  reioysinge 

To  here  pi  vois  alias  whaf  songe  is  ^is 

By  god  quod  he  I  synge  naf  a  mys  218 

Phebus  quod  he  for  al  ^i  wor])ine68e 

ffor  al  pi  bewte  and  ^i  gentilnesse 

fTor  al  ^i  songe  and  al  ]>i  mynstralcye 

ffor  al  ^i  waytinge  blered  is  ^ine  ye  252 

Wi^  oon  of  litel  reputacion 

Kou}f  wor]»  to  ^e  as  in  comparisofi 

The  mountaunce  of  a  gnatte  so  mote  I  thryue 

ffor  on  ^i  bed  )»i  wiff>  I  segh  hym  swyre  256 

Whaf  wil  je  more  ^e  crawe  anoon  hym  toldtf 

By  sad  tokens  and  by  wordes  bolda 

How  ]»af  his  wif  had  doon  her  leccherie 

Hym  to  grete  shame  and  to  gref  yilenye  260 

And  tolde  hym  off  he  segh  if  wij)  his  eyen 

This  Phebus  gan  awaiwan)  forto  wryen ./ 

Hym  poujf  his  sorowful  herf  brasf  atwoo 

His  bowe  he  benf  and  sette  ))er-Inne  a  floe  264 

And  in  his  Ire  ha^  he  his  wif  sclayfi 

This  is  ^effecte  )»er  nys  no  more  to  sayiL 

ffor  sorowe  of  which  ho  brak*  his  mynstralcie 

Bo])  harpe  and  lute .  gitem  *  and  sawtrie  268 

And  eke  he  brak*  his  harowes  and  his  bowe 

And  after  ))af  pus  speke  he  to  ^  crowe 

Traitour  quod  he  wi]»  tunge  of  scorpion 

Thou  hast/  me  broi^f  to  my  confusion  272 

Alias  ^af  I  was  wroujf  why  ner  I  dede 

O  dere  wiff  o.  gemme  of  lustihede 

paf  were  to  me  so  sad  and  eke  so  trewe 

Now  liesf  ^ou  dede  wi^  face  pale  of  hwe  276 
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fful  giltles  J)at  dursf  I  swere  ywis  277 

0  Eakel  hounde  to  doon  so  foule  amys 

O  trouble  witte  .o.  yre  rechelees 

Thaf  ynavised  smytest*  giltlees  280 

0  wan-trest<  ful  of  &ls  sospecion 

"Wher  was  Ji  witt*  and  pi  discreciofl  [leaf  w^  \mcki 

0  euery  man  be  war  of  lechelesnesse 

Ne  trow  no  ]>inge  wi])-out*  strong*  witnesse  284 

Smyte  not*  to  sone  er  fow  wit*  why 

And  be  avised  wel  and  soberly 

£r  3e  doon  eny  execution 

Yppon  joure  Ire  for  suspecion  288 

Alias  an  Mt.  folk*  ban  rakel  yre 

ffully  fordoon  or  broujf  hem  in  ])e  myre 

AUas  for  sorowe  I  wil  my  self  scle 

And  to  ])e  Crawe  o*  fals  peef  saide  he  292 

1  wil  pQ  qwite  anoon  pi  fals  tale 
Thow  songe  whilom  like  a  ny^tyngale 
Now  shalf  ])ou  fals  peei  ))i  songe  forgone 

Eke  ^i  white  fetheres  euerechone  296 

Ne  neuerin  al  pi  lif  shalf  pou  speko 

Thus  shal  men  on  a  traitour  ben  ywreke 

Thowe  and  Jine  ospringe  euer  shul  be  blako 

Ne  neuer  swete  noys  shul  je  make  300 

But*  euer  crie  i^einst*  tempest*  and  reyne 

In  tokenynge  f at*  Jorgh  fe  my  wif  is  scleyn) 

And  to  Je  crowe  he  stert*  and  J)af  anona 

And  pulled  his  white  fe])eres  euerechone  304 

And  made  hyin  blak*  and  raft  hym  al  his  songe 

And  eke  his  speche  and  ouf  atte  dore  hym  sclonge 

Vnto  J>e  deuel  to  whoom  I  hym  bitake 

And  for  ]>is  cans  bene  al[le]  crowes  blake  308 

Lordyngges  by  pla  ensample  I  30U  preie 

IF  Bep  war  and  takep  kepe  what*  ])at*  36  seie 

Ne  telle])  neuer  no  man  30ure  liff< 

How  |>at*  anoj^er  man  ha])  di3f  ))i  wiff  312 
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He  wil  30U  hate  morfcellj  certayn  313 

Dann  Salomon  as  wise  clerkes  sayn 

Teche^  a  man  to  kepe  his  tunge  wel 

But^  as  I  seide  I  am  nof  text*  wel  316 

But*  na^elees  ])iis  taujt*  me  my  dame 

My  sone  [rank*  on  pe  crowe  a  goddys  name 

My  sone  kepe  wel  ])i  tunge  and  kepe  ])i  fiende 

A  wicked  tunge  is  wors  ]>an  a  feende  Oaartrij  320 

My  sone  from  a  feende  men  may  hem  hlisse 

My  sone  god  of  hise  endelees  goodnesse 

Walled  a  tunge  wi^  tee)»  and  lippes  eke 

ffor  man  shuld  hym  avise  what*  he  speke  324 

My  sone  f ul  off  for  to  mochel  speche 

Ha])  mony  a  man  be  spilt*  as  clerkes  teche 

But*  for  litel  speche  avisely 

Is  no  man  shent*  to  speke  generally  328 

My  sone  fi  tunge  shuldesf  ]k)u  restreyfi 

Att*  al  tyme  buf  whan  ])ou  dost*  pi  peyn 

To  speke  of  god  in  honure  and  preiero 

The  furst*  yertue  sone  jif  pan  wilf  lere  -  332 

Is  to  restreyne  and  kepe  wel  ])i  tonge 

Thus  lemen  children  whan  ^ei  bene  jonge 

My  sone  of  moche  speking*  euel  ayised 

Ther  lasse  speking*  had  ynow  suffised  336 

Come])  moche  harme  ])us  was  me  told  and  tau^t* 

In  mochel  speche  synne  wante])  nau3t* 

Woosf  ))0U  wherof  a  Rakel  tunge  aemep 

Ei^f  as  a  swercl  forkutte])  and  for-kerueth  340 

An  arme  a  twoo  my  dere  sone  rijt*  soo  « 

A  tonge  kitte])  fremlship  al  a  twoo 

A  langlere  is  to  god  abhomynable 

Eede  Salomon  so  wise  and  honurable  344 

Bede  Dauid  and  his  Fsalmes .  rede  Senek* 

My  sone  speke  not*  buf  wit/i  pi  hede  pon  bet 

Dissimule  as  ])ou  were  deef  if  paif  pon  here 

A  langelere  speke  of  parilous  matere  348 
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)»e  fflemyng*  sei^  and  leme  if  ^\f  J^e  list*  349 

That*  litel  langelinge  cause])  mochl  ryst 

My  sone  yi  ])oti  no  wikked  word  hasf  seide 

The  ther  not*  drede  forto  be  bywreiede  352 

Bnt*  he  ))af  ha))  myssaide  I  dar  wel  sayfi 

He  may  by  no  way  clepe  his  worcl  agayfi 

fing  ^af  is  saide .  is  saide  and  for^  if  go]) 

))oii9e  hym  repent*  or  be  he  n^er  so  loo^  356 

He  is  hia  ^ral  to  whom  ])af  he  ha])  saide 

A  taile  of  whicli  he  is  nowe  euel  a-payde  ciMf  27i,t»ck] 

My  sone  be  war  and  be  nof  autour  newe 

Of  tydingges  whedere  pei  be  fals  or  trewe  360 

Where  so  ])oa  come  amonges  hie  or  lowe 

Kepe  wel  fi  tnnge  and  pevik*  ypon  ])e  crowe  362 

%  >iu  end6>  ))6  prologe  of  ])6  manciple  • 
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GROUP  I.   FRAGMENT  X. 

§  1.    THE  BLANK-PAESON  LEOL 

ITkia  U  rtaUy  a  link  between  tome  unwritten  Tale  and  tie  Pareon'e.  It  kai  be^n 
made  into  the  Mandpte-Pareon  lAnk  {or  Teoman-Pareon  by  the  CkriMt-Ckmrch  MS) 
btf  Chancer' §  eopien,  tMough  not  meant  Jbr  it  J] 

PETWOBTH  MS. 


And  here  b7;7nne>  ])e  prologs  of  ]>e  p^rsoiLe  [o*  irtji,  m] 

BY  ^af  ])e  manciple  had  his  tale  ended  1 

])e  Sonne  fro  pe  south  is  descended . 
So  lowe  Jjaf  he  was  naujt*  to  my  si3f 
Degrees  nyne  and  twenti^  as  of  hight*  p  jr^zxu]  4 

Ten  of  ]>e  clok  if  was  so  as  I  gesse 
ffor  3g  foote  or  litel  more  or  lesse 
My  shadowe  was  at*  filke  tyme  as  per 
Of  suche  fete  as  my  lengths  parted  were  8 

In  sex  foote  equal  of  pr(;porciofI 
per-'wip  pe  moones  exaltacioil 
I  mene  libra  alway  gan  ascende 

Ad  we  were  entringe  at*  a  throppes  ende  12 

ffor  wij)  our  hoosf  as  he  was  wont*  to  gye 
As  in  ]>LS  caas  our  loly  companye 
Saide  in  pis  wise  lordyngs  euerechofi 
Now  lakkej)  vs  no  tale  more  J>af  oon  16 

ffulfiUed  is  my  sentence  and  my  degre 
Who  wil  nowe  telle  a  tale  laf  see 
Almost*  fulfilled  is  myn  ordynat^nce 
I  prei  to  god  so  ^eue  hym  ri3f  good  chawnce  20 

That*  telle])  pia  tale  to  ys  lustely 
Sii'  preest*  quod  he  art*  ])ou  a  vikarie 
Or  arf  thou  a  persone  sei  pe  so|>  by  ]}i  feye 
Be  what*  ]>ou  be  ne  breke  nat*  our  pleye  24 
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ffor  eueiy  man  sauf  ^ou  h&p  told  his  tale  25 

Ynbocle  and  scbewe  whaf  is  in  ^i  male 

ffor  tiewly  me  ])enke]>  by  ])i  cheie 

Thow  shuldest*  knet*  vp  wel  a  grete  mateie  28 

Telle  YB  a  fable  anoon  for  Cokkes  bonys 

This  person  answeit)  al  af  onys 

pow  getesf  fable  noon  ytold  for  me 

ffor  Poole  ])at*  write]»  ynto  Timothe*  [}mtmi  32 

Bepreuen  hem  f&V  waiven  so^fSastnesse 

And  tellen  fables  and  such  wrechednesse 

Whi  shuld  I  shewen  draf  out*  of  my  fest^ 

Whan  I  may  shewe  whete  if  )>af  me  leaf  96 

ffor  whic&  I  say  if  ^af  pe  lusf  to  here 

Moralite  and  vertuous  matere 

And  ]»an  ^at*  je  wil  3eue  me  audience 

I  wil  ful  fayne  af  cnstes  reuerence  40 

Doon  30U  plesaunce  leeful  as  I  can 

But*  trusted  wel  I  am  a  so]>eren  man 

I  can  not*  gesf .  rum  ram .  ruf  by  letter^ 

Ne  god  woote  Ryme  hold  I  but*  lite  bettei*  44 

And  ^erfore  if  30U  lust*  I  nyl  naf  glose 

I  wil  30U  telle  a  mery  tale  in  prose 

To  knytte  vp  al  ]>is  feesf  and  make  an  ende 

And  Ihemi  for  his  grace  wit*  me  sende  48 

To  schew  30U  ^e  way  in  pia  viage 

Of  Jyilk*  parfite  glorious  pilgrimage 

That*  hight*  leru^em  celestiafi 

And  if  30  Youchesauf  anofi  30  shidl  52 

Bygynne  vpon  my  tale  for  which  I  prey 

Telle  30U1'  avis  I  can  no  better  seye 

But*  na])elees  ^is  meditacion 

I  putt*  aye  ynder  correccion  56 

Of  clerkes  for  I  am  not*  tezfweH 

1  take  but*  pe  sentence  truste]>  wefi 

Therfore  I  make  protestacion 

That*  I  wil  stonde  to  correccioil  60 
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Ypon  piB  wooid  we  han  assented  sone  61 

ffor  as  if  seined  it*  was  forto  done 

To  enden  in  som  yertuous  sentence 

And  forto  ^eue  hjm  space  and  audience  64 

And  bad  our  boost*  be  shulde  to  hjm  seie 

]>af  aHe  we  to  telle  bis  taile  hjm  preye 

Ouf  boost*  bad  ^e  woides  for  vs  alltf 

Six'  pieesf  quod  be  now  faiie  mot*  )ou  byfall^  68 

Say  wbaf  30U  lust*  and  we  sbullen  gladly  beie 

And  wi^  pa,i?  word  be  saide  in  p\a  maner^  [iMrnt,baA3 

Telle]y  quod  be  joure  meditacioun 

But*  baste]y  ^ou  ^e  sonne  wil  Srdoun  72 

Beep  fructuous  and  ]yat*  in  litel  space 

And  to  do  wel  god  sende  jou  bis  grace  •  74 

1[  Thus  BRiep  >e  prologs  of  pe  pdrtons  tale 
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X  X.III.  0(L1  Texts  of  riuiuo('r'>  Minor  Poems,  Part  I,  containinfr  1.  tw«)  MS  fnifnnont* 
ot  '  Tlu'  Purlaiiu'iit  of  Foultis ; '  2.  the  two  ditfi'iini?  version**  of  » The  Pmlu^^uo 
to  tho  I^^pndo  of  fJiMxi  "NVomm,'  aminpt'tl  «o  as  to  show  tht'ir  diflVn  th'<'k ; 
3.  an  ApiH-ruIix  of  Potmis  attributed  to  Chnueer,  i.  'The  Ual;i<I«'  of  Pitee 
by  C'lmucMurs ; '  ii.  'The  Cmnyole  made  by  Chautx:^,'  both  fn>ni  MSS  >\Titten 
by  Shiri(>v,  Cniaiioor's  eonteniporarj'. 

XXIY.  AOae-Tcxt  Print  of  Chauo«rs  Minor  Poems,  b<Hiip  tho  best  Text  fnmi  the 
P}tralh»l-Ti»xt  Ivlition,  Part  I,  tnmtaininjr,  I.  Tlie  Dethe  of  Blmmchf  the 
Dii<-lu'ss«%  II.  The  C«»mi>le>Tit  to  Pite,  III.  The  Pariainent  of  Fnul<»s,  IV. 
The  ComT»h'\nit  of  Mars,  V.  ITie  ABC,  with  its  orifrinnl  frrnn  I)e  I)<'(»nile* 
villo's  ivlrnnagede  la  Vie  hunuiine  (edited  from  the  be»t  Paris  MSS  by  M. 
Paul  Meyor). 

The  issoe  for  1872,  in  the  First  Seriett  is, 

XXV.  CHmucfrs  Tale  of  Melibe,  theMonk*!s  Xun's  Priest's,  Doctor's,  Pardoner' m, 
WifcMkf  Bath's,  Friar's,  and  Suiimioner's  Tales,  in  (>  panilK>l  T«^xts  l'r»»ni 
the  MSS  above  n>uneil,  yrith  the  rrnwdninp  13  eolonrwl  drawing*  of  Telh-rj* 
of  Tales,  after  tht*  oriprin/ils  in  the  Ellesinere  MS,  and  \nt\\  S|M'cinienrt  of 
the  Viuiations  of  3U  MSS  in  the  I>ooti>r- Pardoner  Link.  (6-Text,  Pt  IV.) 
XXVI.  The  Wife's,  Friar's,  and  Sunnnoner's  Tales  fmm  the  Eliei<uu>ro  MS,  with 

9  wu^lentrt  of  Ttil(^ Tollers.     (Part  IV.) 
XXVII.  Tho  Wife'j*,  Friar's,  Summpner's,  Monk's,  and  Nun'»  Priest's  Tales,  from 
the  Ilongrwrt  MS,  vdth  23  w'lKideuts  of  the  Telkrs  of  the  Tales.   (Part  III.) 
XXVIII.  Tho  Wito's,  Friar's  »ind  Sunnnoner's  Tales,  from  the  Cambridiju  MS, 
with  9  WfMKlcuts  of  Tale-Tell<Ts.     (Part  IV.) 
XXIX.  ATrt»itise  on  the  Astrolabo,  ad  In'sswl  tu  hi>  son  Lowjs,  in  1391  A.l>.,  by 
Gwiffrcy  Chiiucer,  cdiUxl  by  the  Rev.  Widtcr  W.  Skeat,  M.A. 

The  i**uc  for  1878,  in  tho  First  Series,  is, 

XXX.  Tlie  Six-T<'xt  Cantcrbur>'  Tales,  Part  V,  containing  the  Clerk's  and 
Meixjlituil'.H  Taloi^. 

Tlie  Usuo  for  1874,  in  the  First  Series  (ready  in  June  1873),  is, 
XXXI.  llio  Six-Text,  Piut  VI,  eontaiuing- the  Squire's  and  Franklin's  TaleH. 
XXXII  to  XXX VI.  Ijiirgo  Parts  of  tho  aeparate  ihsues  of  tivc  MSS. 

Tho  issue  for  1875,  in  the  First  Series  (ready  iu  September  1873),  is 

.\.XXVH.  Th.-  Six-Text.  Part  VII,  tho  Seet.nd  Nun's,  Canon' n-Yeoman'is  and 
Maucii>le's  Tides,  with  the  Blank- Parson  I^nk. 

XXXVIII  to  XLUI.  I^trjro  Parts  of  the  sc|jarato  isa-uo*  of  the  Six  MSS,  bring^ing: 
aU  up  t»»  the  Parstni's  Tale. 
XLIV.  A  dotjiilixl  Comixirison  (»f  tho  TfOffffM  and  Ctyi^fffifr  with  Ijm'f^eHo'n 
Ft7<Asfntfo,  with  a  Tnuislution  of  all  Passa<r«'s  liswi  by  Chaucer,  and  an 
Alwtruot  of  the  Parts  not  umhI,  by  W.  Miehael  RosM'tri.  Escj.,  and  with 
a  print  of  tlw  Tn^iflnH  fn>m  tho  liarleian  MS  \\S)\'i.  Part  I. 
XI*V.  An  jilphalK^ticiil  list  i>f  ChauecT's  rymes  in  the  Cant»Tbury  Tales,  a» 
shown  by  the  KUetimere  MS.     ( JAu  will  nut  ba  rcuihj  till  1874.) 

Of  the  Seeoma  Series,  the  i&»ue  for  1868  is, 

1.  Eariy  Kntrlish  Pnmunciafion,  with  espe>oial  re-feimee  to  Shfik^pen'  and  Chane^T, 
by  Aloxander  J.  FUifS  K^i.,  F.R.S.  Part  I.  This  work  inehuli'.s  mv  aiualpmiation 
«>t  Pmf.  F.  J.  Child's  rw.>f\-(TlI(!iit  and  ('xhaiistive  Payn^rs  on  thr  u>e  r.f  rh«'  final  -rby 
Ch.tuoor  (in  T.  Wriirht's  ed.  of  The  CnuCeilfHty  Tales)  and  by  Ouwcr  ^in  I)r  Pauli's 
♦^1.  of  tb<*  Ofuf'tssio  ^iitufitfis). 

2.  E>ways  oiiCTli.iiictT.  liis  Words  and  Wurics,  Part  I.  :  1.  Pr»f.  KT^Tr's-  Review  of 
Suidnis'a  Efttffe  sur  Vhnnf'n\  frinsl;iffxl  by  J.  AV.  van  Rtvs  Ilciets  M.A.  :  2.  A 
lotli-roTihtrv'  Litia  Tiiaiti>4;  on  tho  Clttlimhe  (uf  tho  Shipntitn  »  Talr),  uUted  by 
Mr  E.  BPK-k. 

*>.  A  'I\Miii)«>nir\-  Prr'faro  to  the  So/'icty's  Six-Text  e<]itir»n  of  Chaiieer'x  i'<rt>frrhnry 
T'tlcx.  Pai-t  1,  aft^'Jiintin^'  fo  show  the  ridit  Onler  of  the  Tab's,  aiid  the  Days*  and 
>M;^'Sof  tho  Piii^-iiu;ig^^  i:c.  ici-.,  by  F.  J.  Fumiv;dl,  Kmi-,  M.A. 

<  )f  the  Sacoiid  Series,  t]>e  i>:*ue  for  1869  ia, 

4.  E'^irly  Kiiirlish  T*r<»nuneirtt}on.  with  esjx^rial  n  fiTv-nce  to  Shaksperc  and  Chancer, 
by  Ak-x;uKkr  J.  EUi-*,  Es<i.,  F.U.S.     Part  II. 

» )f  tho  Second  Series,  the  issue  for  1870  is, 

•J.  Early  En:rIMi  Pn.Tmnnjff  ion,  with  e«<fifei>il  n»fon^nce  to  ShaksruTeand  Chaucer, 
by  AIoxiiiid(  r  J.  Ellis  E.^].,  F.R.S.     Part  111. 

<>f  the  Second  Series,  the  iswue  for  1871  is, 

♦;.  Trial-F-'up^^^T.nTs-  to  my  PaniTIel-Text  rdi^fon  of  CTirrnrvr'v  }ft/,r,r  Pf>rmx  for  ih(*         t 
^'m.mkvt  S.Hifty  rwirli  a  (ry  to  set  Chaurer  >  W<.rks  in  tluir  ri-hf  f.rdfr  nf  Time).  1i)OQIC 
Ti^-lk.  J.  FiiniivaM.     IVtrt  I.     (This  Part  briiiijN-uut,  for  iUl  \xx>\  tuuv,  CUttuecr'ii    ^ 
I  >w^  early  but  hojielcaa  love.) 
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COKTENTS  OF  PAESON's  TALE.   PART  I. 

THE  PABSON^S  TALE, 

A  TREATISE  ON  PENITENCE,  IN  3  PARTS : 

Fart  I.  On  Fenitenoe,  and  its  1st  requisite  Contritioii  (A)  (p. 

693-612). 
Part  IL  On  its  2nd  requisite,  Confenion  (B)  (p.  612—679).    . 
Part  III.  On  its  3rd  requisite,  Satisfaction  (G)  (p.  679—684),  with 
the  Writer's  Leave-taking  and  Retractations  (p.  684-85). 


PAET  I.  (p.  593—612). 
ON  FSNITEHCE,  AND  ITS  Ist  REQUISITE,  COKTBITIOV. 
Proem  on  Jeremiah  vi.  16.    The  Tale  is  to  be  on  Penitence  as  a  full 
noble  way  to  lead  folk  to  Christ,  and  is  to  treat  of 
L  *what  IS  Penitence'  (p.  694). 
ii.  'whennes  it  is  deped  Penitence '.  [not  in  the  TaU.I 
ill.  'in  how  manve  maneres  been  the  acdot^ns  or  werkynges  of 

Penitence  ^  (p.  694-6). 
iv.  '  how  many  speces  ther  been  of  Penitence '  (p.  696). 
▼.  *  whiche  thynges  ap^rtenen  and  bihouen  to  Penitence'  (p.  695 — 

682 :  nearly  all  Parts  I  and  III,  and  all  Part  II). 
tI.  'whiche  thynges  destourbew  Penitence'  (at  end  of  Part  III, 

p.  682)  (p.  693). 
i.  Penitence  defined,  hy  a.  St  Ambrose ;  h,  'som  doctour';  c.  the 
writer.    Its  requisites:  1.  bewailing  of  sins;  2.  purpose  to 
have  shrift,  to  ao  satisfaction,  never  to  sin  again,  to  continue 
in  good  works  (p.  694). 
[ii.  »ioi  given.l 

iiL  The  3  actions  of  Penitence :  1.  Baptism  after  sin  ^  2.  not  to  do 

deadly  sin  after  baptism ;  3.  not  thus  to  do  venial  sm  (p.  694r96). 

It.  The  3  speces  or  kinos  of  Penitence :  1.  Solemn  (to  be  put  out  of 

churcn,  or  do  open  penance) ;  2.  Common  (to  go  naked  on  pil- 

mmage);  3.  Private  (p.  696). 

▼.  The  3  necessities  or  requisites  for  Penitence  (p.  696—682) : 

A.  Contrition  of  heart  (p.  696—612). 

B.  Confession  of  mouth  (Part  II,  p.  612—679). 

C.  SatisfiMtion  (Part  III,  p.  679—682). 

Penitence  avails  against  3  tnings,  by  which  we  wrath  dirist  (p.  696). 
A.  Contrition  is  the  root  of  Penitence,  whose  stem  bears  branches 

and  leaves  of  Confession,  and  fruit  of  Satisfaction. 
Contrition  also  bears  a  seed  of  grace,  whose  heat  draws  men  to 

God    (Simile  of  the  child  and  his  nurse's  milk.) 
Penance  is  the  tree  of  Hfe  (p.  696). 
Four  Points  to  be  known  about  Contrition : 

1.  What  it  is ;  2.  the  causes  that  move  a  man  to  it ;  3.  how  to 
be  contrite :  4.  what  it  avails  the  soul  (p.  697). 
2.  The  6  Causes  tnat  should  move  a  man  to  Contrition : 

a.  Remembrance  of  Sins  (p.  697-8). 

h.  Whoso  does  sin  is  tlie  Thrall  of  Sin  (p.  698-99). 

c.  Bread  of  the  Day  of  Doom  and  the  Pains  of  Hell  (p.  699—604). 
These  described:  the  Doom  (p.  699-600);  Job's  *lond  of 

mysese  and  of  derknesso'  (p.  600-1) ;  the  3  shames  in  hell 
agaiost  (1) '  Ilonours,  (2)  detices,  and  (3)  richesses'  (p.  611) ; 
poverty  in  4  thin^ :  no  treasure,  food,  clothing,  or  friends 
(p.  602) ;  and  no  aelights  of  the  6  senses.  The  pain  shall  be 
eternal  (p.  603).  Hell  is  orderless  (p.  603-4).  The  7  causes 
why  the  damnd  have  lost  all  hope  (p.  604). 

d.  Remembrance  of  the  good  works  we  ve  left  undone,  and  the 

loss  of  the  §ood  works  done  while  we  were  in  sin  (p.  604-6). 
Deadly  sin  wipes  out  all  good  works  formerly  done  (p.  606) ; 
"jid  no  good  works  can  be  done  .a  deadly  sin  (p.  606-6). 
f  he  new  French  song,  J'ai  tout  perdu  mon  tenips  (also 
quoted  in  Chaucer's  late  poem  of  I'ortune),  ^..^^.^^^  ^  GoOqIc 
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e.  Bemembnmoe  of  Chiiit'fl  saffering  for  onr  sins  (p.  606).    In 
man's  sizL  every  ordinance  is  tumd  up-so-down  (p.  607). 
For  this  diaorder  Christ  sufferd  (p.  608). 
/.  The  hope  of  3  things :  1.  Forgiveness  of  Sins,  2.  the  Gift  of 
Qrace  to  do  well,  3.  the  Glory  of  Heaven  (p.  609). 
3.  How  to  be  contrite.    Contrition  must  be  universal  and  total: 
for  sins  of  thought,  for  desires  against  God's  law,  for  wicked 
words  as  well  as  wicked  deeds  (p.  610).    Contrition  must  be 
angwishous  and  continual  (p.  609-11). 
4b  How  Contrition  helps  the  souL    It  sometimes  delivers  a  man 
from  sin :  destroys  the  prison  of  hell :  cleanses  the  soul ; 
changes  the  son  ot  Wrath  to  the  son  of  Grace  (p.  611-12). 

PAET  n  (no.  V.  caniinued). 
B.  0OV7ESKOV  (THB  2wi)  REQUISITB  FOR  PENITENCE) 

(p.  612—679). 
B.  Confession,  j  1.  (L  317)  *  what  is  confession'  (p.  612). 
{  2. '  wheitner  it  oghte  nodes  be  doon  or  noon'  (p.  672-9). 
{  3.  'whiche  thynges  been  couenable  to  v^rray  Confession'  (p. 
674-79). 

CONFESSION,  §  1. 
1.  *  Confession  Is  verray  shewynge  of  synnes  to  the  preest' 
(L  318)  (p.  612).    We  roust  understand  too 

a.  ri.  321)  ^whennes  that  ^nnes  spryngen  *  (p.  612—15). 

b,  *how  they  encreessen'  (p,  615-16;  672-74). 
e.  'whiche  they  been'  (p.  616—672). 

l.o.  Sin  sprang  from  the  fall  of  Adam  (p.  612).    The  l^^d  of 
Adam  and  Eve  told  (p.  613).  From  Adam  we  took  Origmfil 
Sin,  and  were  bom  sons  of  eternal  damnation ;  but  Baptism 
rescues  us ;  though  we  keep  liability  to  temptation,  or  Con- 
cupiscence (p.  613-14). 
Co)icupi8cence,  or  the  nourishing  and  occasion  of  sin.    St  Pad 
and  St  Jerome's  temptations  (p.  614-15). 
1,5.  How  Sin  grows  in  a  man.    1.  hj  Concupiscence;  2.  Subjec- 
tion to  the  Devil;  a  Hesitation;  4.  Doing,  the  Sin  be- 
coming Actual  (p.  615-16). 
he.  Sin  is  a.  venial,  jS.  deadly  (or  mortal). 

a.  1.  Venial  Sin  defined.    It  skips  into  Deadly  Sin.    (SmUe 
of  the  drops  of  water  into  a  vessel's  hold  drowning 
the  ship ;)  (p.  616). 
/S.  1.  Deadly  ffm  defined  (p.  617). 

a.  2.  Of  divers  small  venial  sins,  hardly  thought  sins  (p.  617- 
18) ;  eating,  drinking  talking,  too  much ;  using  vour 
wife  too  much ;  not  visiting  tne  sick  (p.  617) ;  talking 
vanities  at  church,  &c.  (p.  618).    Cure  of  venial  sins 
by  love  to  Christ,  prayer,  confession,  good  works,  re- 
ceiving the  Sacrament,  holy-water,  &c.  (p.  618). 
I.e.  p,  2.  The  Seven  Deadly  Sins,    The  Chieftains,  head  and 
spring,  of  all  other  Sms  (p.  619). 
i.  Pride  (p.  619-26),  and  its  Remedy  fp.  626-8). 
ii.  Envy  (p.  628-30),  and  its  Remedy  (p.  630-1). 
iii.  Ire  or  Anger  (p.  631-42),  and  its  Remedy  (p.  642-5). 
iv.  Accidie  or  Slotn  (Discontent^  Ennui)  (p.  646-49),  and 

its  Remedy  (p.  650-1). 
V.  Avarice  or  Govetousness  (p.  651-7),  and  its  Remedy 

(p.  657-8). 
vi.  Gluttony  (p.  658-9),  and  its  Remedy  (p.  660). 
vii.  Lechery  (p.  660-8),  and  its  Remedy  (p.  668-72). 
i.  Prtdb  (p.  619—626).  Its  16  (and  more)  Twigs.  1.  Disobedience, 
2.  Boasting,  3.  Hypocrisy,  4.  Despite,  5.  Airoganoe  (p.  619), 
6.  Impudence,  7.  Swelling  of  Heart  (rejoicing  m  harm  done), 
8.  Insolence,  9.  Elation,  10.  Impatience,  11.  Contuuuu^lSlp 
(fou  petworth  607  a;  o 
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Presmnption,  13.  Irreyerenoey  14.  PertiDacity,  16.  Yain-gloiy, 
16.  JaDgliDg  (chattering). 
A  private  kind  of  pride  (the  Host's  Wife's  and  Wife  of  Bath's^), 

wanting  to  go  to  offering  first,  d(C.  (p.  620). 
Two  kin£  of  Pride,  a. '  within  man's  heart 'j  b.  without ;  &.  being 
the  sign  of  a.,  'as  the  gave  leefsel  atte  Taveme  is  sign  of  the 
wyn  l£at  is  in  the  Oeler '  >'(p.  620-21),  h.  outside  pride. 
a.  in  dear  clothing,  1,  superfluity  of  it :  its  cost,  furring,  chisel- 
holes,  dragging  in  the  dung,  waste  of  material  (p.  621),  un- 
fitness for  givmg  to  the  poor :  2.  scantness  of  it :  showing 
men's  privy  members,  ana  buttocks  (like  a  she-ape's  rump), 
and  the  former  as  half-flayd,  in  paili-colourd  hose'.    Tne 
'outrageous  array  of  Women'  (p.  623). 
fi.  In  horses  (p.  623},  and  vidoiis  grooms  to  tend  'em;  platc- 

hamess.  £c. 
y.  in  household :  keeping  too  many  retainers  or  servants,  who 

oppress  the  poor  (p.  624). 
^.  in  toble :  not  asking  the  poor  to  feasts ;  having  burning  and 
ornamented  dishes*;  too  costly  cups,  &c.,  and  too  choice 
minstrelsy  (p.  624), 
What  Pride  sins  are  deadly,  and  what  venial  (p.  624). 
The  Sources  of  Pride  (p.  624) :  goods  of  Nature,  Fortune,  Grace 
(p.  624).    The  Folly  of  Pride  m  any  of  these  goods  of  Nature : 
'  we  ben  alle  of  o  fader  and  of  o  mooder,  and  .  .  of  o  nature' ^ 
The  general  signs  of  Gentleness.    (The  flies  calld  'bees',  and 
their  stmgless  king)  (p.  625) ;  3  gifts  of  Grace ;  3  of  Fortune. 
The  brittleness  of  popular  praise^  (p.  626). 
The  Bemfdy  against  Pnde. 
Humility  or  Meekness,  and  its  3  kinds :  in  1.  heart,  2.  mouth, 
3.  works.    4  kinds  of  each  of  these  (p.  626-27). 

iL  Emnr  (p.  627-30) :  defined  by  the  Philosopher  and  St  Augustine. 

It  spnnffl  from  Malice  (p.  627)> 
Malice ;  2  idnds  of :  1.  hardness  of  heart,  or  recklessness ;  2.  op« 

posing  truth  (p.  627). 
The  2  kmds  of  £nvy  {$,  628) :  1.  sorrow  at  other  men's  prosper* 


itv;  2.  joy  at  other  men's  harm :  whence  comes 
Backbiting;  6  kinds  (p.  628) :  1»  praise  witli  a  but  at  the  end;  2, 
turning  well-meant  things  upside  down  to  ill  ones ;  3.  lessening 
a  neighbour's  goodness ;  4.  putting  one  man  aboye  another;  5. 
glad  listening  to  scandal  (p.  628). 
Grudging  or  murmuring  (p.  628) :  1.  against  God  (p.  629) ;  2. 
Murmuring  from  avarice,  3.  from  pride,  4.  from  envy :  6.  among 
Servants,  who  say  'the  Devil's  PtUemaster      6.  Murmuring 
from  ire  or  hate :  thence,  a.  Bitterness  of  Heart,  6.  Discord^ 
c.  Scorning;  d.  Accusing  (p.  629) ;  «.  Malignity  (p.  630). 
The  Remedy  against  Envy  Q>.  630-31). 
Love  of  God  and  one's  neighbour.    How  a  man  shall  love  his 
neighbour.    How  an  enemy  is  included  in  the  name  'neigh- 
bour' (p.  630).    3  Remedies  of  Love,  against  3  deeds  of  Hate 
(p.  631).    LoYe  is  the  medicine  that  casts  out  the  venom  of 
jSnvy  from  man's  heart  (p.  631). 

iiL  las  or  Anobr  (p.  631-42),  and  its  2  kinds :  a.  good  Ire  or  Wrath 
(p.  632) ;  b,  wicked  Ire,  and  its  2  kinds :  sudden  ire,  and  ire 
of  malice  aforethought  (p.  632-33). 
Three  Shrews  that  forge  m  the  Devil's  furnace:  Pride,  Bnvy, 
and  Oontumely  (p.  633). 

1  MeU!».HonlcLiiilc,B.§ll;  and  Genml  Prologne,  A. 

•  dunMer*!  ftthar  no  doobt  had  a  rign  oatald*  hit  wlne-ahop  or  taTem  in  Thamaa 
Btmat  London. 

•  The  outspoken  and  aomawhat  ooana  aboaa  of  tb«  naw  fuhiona  in  dreai  ia  a  gnat 
cbanga  flrom  Chanoer'a  admirabia  Third-Period  chaff  of  fha  moral  ahoit-cominfft  of 
the  monka  and  Mun,  fte.,  in  the  Prologna  and  middle  Tidea.  If  thia  ia  not  efaange  of 
inan«  if  a  change  of  mood. 

«  OhMcer  mnat  have  aeen  vAmky  of  theae  when  he  waa  pagSL  Taltft  and  aqnlre.  ^^  , 

•  Compare  Chaooer'a  (hnUenmh  Ac.       •  Compare  Clerk's  Tale,  Part  V 1,  at.  inT  r\r^n\o 

(FOR  PBTWORTU   607  h)  '''"^  byTLjOOglL 
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"Wrath  takes  away  a  man's  wit  and  spiritual  life  (p.  634). 
Fruits  of  Wrath :  1.  Hate.    2.  War  and  wrong.   3.  Manslaughter, 
a,  spiritual ;  b.  bodily  (p.  634). 

a.  The  3  kinds  of  spiritual  Manslaughter  (3,  calld  6  in  MSS. 
p.  634) :  1.  by  Bate.  2.  by  Backbiting,  a  Giving  wicked 
Counsel,  by  Fraud  (p.  634). 

b.  bodily  Manslaughter:  slaying  with  your  tongue,  giving 
orders  or  counsel  to  slay  a  man  (p.  634). 

Manslaughter  in  deed :  its  4  (that  is,  7)  lands  (p.  635) :  1.  by  law : 
a  Justice  condemning  a  man  to  death ;  2.  justifiable  homicide, 
in  defence  of  one's  own  life ;  3.  by  misadventure :  shooting  aa 
arrow,  &c. ;  4.  a  woman  overlving  her  child ;  5.  a  man  m<mng 
a  woman  barren  by  drinks,  £c..  killing  the  foDtus  within  her. 
shedding  his  seed  in  the  wron^  place :  a  woman  killing  the  chfla 
in  her  womb ;  6.  a  woman  killing  her  child  (after  birth)  for 
shame ;  7.  a  man  by  lechery  or  blows  killing  a  foetus. 

(Sixteen)  other  sins  coming  from  Ire  or  Anger. 

1.  blaming  or  despising  God,  as  hazarders  do  (Op.  Pardoner's 

Tale)  (p.  635) ;  and  those  who  treat  of  the  Sacnunent  of 
the  altar  irreverently  (p.  636). 

2.  Attry  anger:  making  angiy  false  excuses  for  sin. 

3.  Swearing,  which  dismembers  Christ  (p.  636). 

a.  Of  Uwnil  Swearing,  before  a  Jud^ :  its  3  conditions,  and 
its  motives ;  6.  God's  name  and  Christ's,  not  to  be  taken 
in  vam  (p.  637) ;  c,  swearing  for  gentilitv  or  manlineBs 
d,  swearing  suddenly;  «.  of  Adjuration  and 


Coi 


Conjuration  by  enchanters  and  necromancers ;  /.  of 
Divmation  by  Dreams,  &c. ;  g.  of  Channs  for  Wounds 
and  Maladies  (p.  638). 
4.  Lying  (p.  638),  and  its  6  kinds. 


and  Maladies  (p.  i 
Lying  (p.  638),  and  it 

5.  Flattermg.     How  FUtterers  are  the  I>evir8  Norses,  his 

Enchanters  and  Chaplams  (p.  639). 

6.  Cursing  that  comes  of  urous  heart :  Malison. 

7.  Chiding  and  Reproach  (p.  640) ;  (specially  a  chiding  wife^) 
(p.  640-41). 

12.  Betraymg    of    Counsel    (p. 
642). 

13.  Menace. 

14.  Idle  words. 

15.  Jangling  (chattering)  (p.  642). 

16.  Japing  (joking)  (p.  642-43). 


8.  Scormng  (p.  641). 

9.  Giving   wicked    Counsel 

(p.  641). 

10.  Sowing  and  making  Dis- 

cord (p.  642). 

11.  Double  tongue  (p.  642). 


T^te  Remedy  against  Anger  (p.  643-5).  Debonairtee  and  Patience 
(p.  643).  Four  kinds  of  grievances,  and  their  remedies:  1. 
wicked  words,  2.  loss  of  goods,  3.  harm  of  body,  4^  outrageous 
labour  (p.  644). 
Incentives  to  Patience.  Story  of  the  Philosopher  and  Child 
(p.  644-45).    Obedience  comes  from  Patience  (p.  645). 

iv.  AooiniB,  or  Sloth  (Discontent,  Ennui)  (p.  645-49),  is  an  enemy 
to  the  3  states  of  man, — 1.  innocence  (p.  645),  2.  prayer  (p.  646), 
3.  grace;— and  to  one's  livelihood.  Its  12  bad  consequences  (p. 
646) :  1.  Sloth  (and  its  remedy) :  2.  Dread  to  begin  good  works 
(p.  646) ;  3.  Wanhope,  or  Despau-  (and  its  Bemedy)  Op.  647) ;  4. 
Somnolence  (p.  648),  and  5.  !Ne£?li£:ence,  or  6.  Heckle 


omnolence  (p.  648),  and  5.  Negligence,  or  6.  Recklessness,  iind 
the  Remedy  for  each;  7.  Idleness;  8.  Tarditas,  or  tarrying 
before  tummg  to  God  (p.  649) ;  9.  Lachesse^  or  giving  up  a 
good  work  begun ;  10.  Coldness;  11.  Undevotion;  12.  Worldly 
sorrow  (p.  649). 
The  Remedy  against  Accidie  (p.  650-51) :  Fortitude  or  Strength, 
and  its  5  kinds.  1.  Magnanimity'  or  great  (Courage ;  2.  Faith 
or  Hope;  3.  Assurance;  4.  Magnificence;  5.  Constancy  (p. 
651). 

1  Does  Chancer  here  refer  to  his  former  wife  P 
*  Mi8\arittcn  *]lla|nilflcenee'  In  EUeRmcre  and  Lunsdowne  USS. 


naffnlflcenee '  In  EUeRmcre  and  Lunsdowne  USS.  T 

(FOR   PETWORTH    608)  30glC 
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ousness  (p.  651) ;  and  between  an  Idolater  and  an  ayaricious 
man  (p.  652).  Of  Covetousness,  and  lords'  extortion  from  liieir 
bondmen :  "humble  folk  been  Onates  freendes"  (p.  652-53).  The 
Duty  of  lords  to  their  thraUa  or  churls.  Of  those  that  pillage 
Holy  Church  (p.  653-64) ;  lords  who  plunder  the  poor  are  like 
wolves  (p.  654).  Of  Deceit  between  Merchant  and  Merchant 
(p.  654).  Of  honest  bodily  Merchandise  (the  surplus  of  one 
country  may  be  sent  to  help  another)  (p.  654).  Of  spiritual 
Merchandise,  or  Simony,  audits  2  kinds  (p.  655),— thieyes  that 
BtetiX  Christ's  souls  get  uyings  (p.  655-56) ;— Ilasardry  or  Games 
of  Chance  (p.  656).  Other  outcomes  of  Avarice  (p.  656) :  1.  Lying, 
2.  Theft  (bodily  and  spiritual)  (p.  656-57),  3.  False  Witness 

4.  False  Oaths  (p.  657). 

The  Remedy  against  Avarice  (p.  657) :  Mercy  and  Pity,  and  reason- 
able LiberaUty  (p.  658).    Of  foolish  largess  (p.  658). 

vi.  Gluttony  (p.  658-69).  and  its  5  kinds  (p.  669) :  1.  Drunkenness, 
or  the  burial  of  man's  reason ;  2.  a  ti-oubled  spirit ;  3.  bad  way 
of  eating;  4.  distemperd  bodily  humours ;  5.  forgetfulness.  Or, 
as  St  Gregory  says,  1.  eating  too  soon ;  2.  eating  too  delicate 
food ;  3.  taking  too  much ;  4.  troubling  too  much  about  cookuig 
food :  5.  eating  greedily :  these  are  the  5  fingers  of  the  devil's 
hand.  (p.  659). 

The  Remedy  against  GltUtony  (p.  660) :  Abstiinence.  and  its  fellows. 
Temperance,  Shame,  Content  with  plain  food,  Moderation,  So- 
berness, Sparing  (p.  660). 

yii.  Lbohbbt  (p.  660).  Its  punishment  in  the  Old  Testament  (p. 
660).  Adultery,  and  the  desire  of  it  (p.  661-62). 
The  5  fingers  of  the  Devil's  other  hand  (p.  662) ;  1.  foolish  look- 
ing:  2.  villainous  touching ;  3.  foul  words ;  4.  kissing  (old  do- 
taros,  and  dry  dogs  at  a  rose-tree  (p.  662) ;  and  how  a  man  should 
love  rns  wife) ;  6.  the  stinking  deed  of  lechery  (p.  663).  Its 
lands :  1.  Fornication.  Taking  a  maid's  maidenhead,  or  100th 
fruit  (p.  663).  2.  Adultery,  defined.  3.  Harms  following  from  it : 
a,  breakmg  of  faith ;  6.  theft  (of  the  wife's  body  from  her  hus- 
band (Joseph  and  Potiphar's  wife),  and  of  her  soul  from  Christ) ; 
.  c,  breaking  God's  commandment,  and  defouling  Christ  (p.  664). 
Of  Harlots  and  Bawds  (p.  665).  Adultery  is  set  between  Theft 
and  Manslaughter.  More  kinos  of  Adultery :  1.  by  Men  bound 
by  Religious  Vows,  &c. ;  2.  those  in  Holy  Orders  (p.  665). 
liecherous  Priests  are  like  a  free  Bull  in  a  town,  and  they  eat 
raw  flesh  of  folk's  wives  and  daughters  (p.  666) ;  3.  by  man  and 
wife  copulating  for  pleasure  only  (p.  667) ;  4.  copulation  with 
kinsfoUL  spiritual  (or  godchildren)  or  fleshly  (blood  relations). 

5.  the  aoominable  unmentionable  sin :  6.  Pollution,  of  3  kinds : 
1.  too  rank  humours;  2.  weakness  (p.  667);  3.  evil  thoughts 
(p.  668). 

The  Remedy  for  Lechery  (p.  668) :  I.  Chastity  and  Continence. 

1.  in  Mandate.    (The  true  effect  of  Marriage.    One  husband  to  • 
have  one  wife  (p.  668).    How  a  man  should  behave  to  his  wife 

(p.  669).  How  the  wife  should  be  subject  to  her  husband  (p. 
669),  and  be  moderate  in  behaviour,  discreet  in  words,  &c.  (p. 
669-70).  The  3  causes  for  which  man  and  wife  may  copulate 
(p.  670) :  a.  begetting  of  children ;  b,  to  pay  the  mutual  debt  of 
their  bodies;  c,  to  avoid  lechery  (p.  670).  The  4th  cause, 
pleasure,  is  deadly  sin  (p.  670-71).) 

2.  In  Widowhood;  3.  Virginity  (p.  671). 

II.  Special  ayoidance  of  causes  of  lechery :  a,  eating  and  drink- 
ing ;  long  sleeping ;  6.  the  person  who'd  tempt  you  (p.  671-72). 
(I  wish  I  could  tell  you  the  Ten  Commandments :  but  iira 
too  high  doctrine  (p.  672).)    [End  of  Cm/essim,  §  1,  c] 

Sin  is  in  heart,  mouth,  deed,  by  the  5  Wits  (p.  672).    ^-  -^-^^^  ^  GoOqIc 
(for  petworth  608  a)  o 
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^  1.6.  (see  p»  615-16.)  The  7  Circumstances  that  encrease  or  i^grwale 
siiis  (p.  672).  1.  the  person  who  sins  (male  or  femal^  &c.  j ; 
2.  the  kind  of  sin  (fornication  or  homicide) :  3.  the  place  it 
was  committed  in  (as  in  a  church,  by  a  {)riest)  (p.  673) ;  4.  for 
what  motive ;  6.  the  number  of  times  it  was  committed ;  6. 
bj  what  temptation ;  7.  how  it  was  committed ;  andallotiiier 
circumstances  (p.  674). 

CONFESSION,  §  2,  §  3  (p.  674-79). 
Prqfitable  Confession,  and  Us4(=Z)  Conditions  (p.  674) : 

1.  sorrowful  bitterness  of  heart  (p.  674) ;  its  5  smus :  a.  shame- 
fastness  (like  the  Publican's)  (p.  675) ;  6.  humDity;  c.  fulness 
of  tears  (p.  675) ;  d.  no  hesitation  (like  the  Magdalen)  for 
shame ;  e.  obedience  to  receive  penance  laid  on  jou  (p.  675). 

2.  speedy  Confession  (p.  676) ;  its  4  Conditions :  /.  that  it  be 
well  thought  over ;  a.  the  greatness  and  number  of  sins  must 
be  understood ;  A.  the  sumer  must  be  contrite,  and  i.  avoid 
occasions  of  sins. 

3.  Shrift  must  be  made  to  one  man,  not  more  (p.  676). 

True  Shrift,  and  its  10  Conditimis  (p.  677) :  1.  that  it  be  of  free 
wiU ;  2.  that  it  be  lawful  (both  sinner  and  priest,  Popish) ;  3. 
that  it  be  not  despairing  of  Christ's  mercy;  4.  that  a  man 
accuse  himself  only,  and  not  another;  5.  that  it  be  not  Ijing 
(accusing  oneself  of  sins  never  committed)  (p.  678) ;  that  it  be 
by  one's  own  mouth,  and  not  bv  letter ;  7.  that  the  sin  be  not 
painted  with  fair  words ;  8.  tnat  the  shrift  be  to  a  discreet 
priest ;  9.  that  the  shrift  be  not  made  for  vain-glory,  but  for 
tear  of  Christ ;  10.  that  the  shrift  be  not  made  suddenly,  for  a 
joke  (p.  678).  You  may  be  shnven  more  than  once  for  the  samo 
sin ;  and  should  be  houseld  once  a  year  (p.  679). 

PAET  ni  (no,  V.  continued,  and  no,  vi)» 

SATISFAGTIOH  (THE  3ri>  REQUISITE  FOB  PENITENCE) 

(p.  679-684). 
In  a.  Alms,    fi,  bodily  punishment 

a.  Alms  and  its  three  kinds  (p.  679) :  1,  Contrition  oi  heart  2. 
Pity  for  one's  neighbour's  faults.  3.  Giving  good  counsel  to 
other's  souls  and  bodies  (food^  visits  in  prison,  Durial)»  These 
Ahns  should  be  done  privily,  if  possible  (p.  680). 

p.  Bodily  Punishment  {Penance),  of  4  kinds:  1.  Prayers 
(chiefly  of  the  Paternoster,  whose  expounding  I  leave  to  Mas- 
ters of  Theology)  (p.  680).  2.  Watching,  and  ita  3  kinds: 
forbearing,  a.  meat  and  drink,  6.  worldly  jollity,  and  c. 
deadly  sin  (p.  681).  3.  Fasting,  and  its  4  kinds :  Liberality  to 
poor  folk ;  spiritual  gladness  of  neart ;  not  grudgii^  at  fasting ; 
reasonable  eating.  4.  Virtuous  teachings,  or  Discipline:  a. 
by  word,  writing,  or  example ;  h,  by  wearing  hairshirts.,  &c^ 
next  your  skin,  scourging  yourself,  taking  evils  and  injuries 
patiently  (p.  682).    [End  of  no.  v.  in  Part  i ;  p.  693.] 

Ti.  The  4  Things  that  disturb  Penance  [no.  vi.  or  last  |.  of  p.  593 
at  foot]  (p.  682).  1.  Dread^  and  its  remedv.  2.  Shame,  and 
its  remedy.  3.  Hope :  a.  ot  long  life,  and  o,  consequent  over- 
confidence  in  Christrs  mercy  (p.  683).  4.  Wanhope,  or  Despair 
of  Mercy ;  its  3  kinds :  x,  from  great  and  long  continued  sin ; 
y.  from  falls-back  into  sin ;  z,  from  not  being  able  to  persevero 
m  goodness  (p.  683). 
The  fruit  of  Penance  (p.  683-4). 

EPILOGUE. 
The  Author's  Leave-takiug,  and  Lament  over,  and  Withdrawal  of, 
hUStofulBooto  &c  (p  684^)  Digitized  by  GoOQk 

(FOR   PETWORTn   008  6)  O 


SIX-TEXT   593 

QBOUP  I.  §  2.  FABaoK's  TALs.  Fetwoith  MS.  609 


[Peiworth  MS,  on  leaf  272,  back.] 

\Tkere  a/re  no  breaks  in  the  MS,  TynthUVa  are  kept  here  to 
prevent  slight  differences  in  the  texts  throwing  the  Six- Text 
out  of  gear,'\ 

And  here  bygynne])  ]>e  person  Ms  tale.  ir  (hp<MMi 

leremie  yj^.  IT  State  super  vias  A  videte  A  interrogate 
de  Semitift  /  antiqnis  que  sit/  via  bona  A  ambulate  in  ea 
&  inuenietis  refrigerium  animabus  vestris  i 

[75] 

OWre  swete  loic^  god  of  heuene  ]yaf  no  man  wil 
perisshe  bul^  wil  ]Mt&  we  common  aH  to  the 
knowleccE  of  hym  and  to  ])e  bllsful  lif 
])at^  is  p^uiable  [76]  ammosshej*  vs  by  ]>e 
prophets  leiemye  ])af  sei])  in  yia  wiso 
[77]  ^  StondeJ)  vp-on  fe  wayes  and  aeep  and  askej) 
of  olde  Pattbes  ^t*  is  to  sayne  of  oldo  sentoncos 
whicll  is  ])e  good  way  [78]  and  walkej)  in  ]^af  way 
and  30  shul  heio  lefressbyng*  for  301110  sanies.  && 
[79]  IT  Mony  bene  ])e  waies  espiritual  ]^af  leden  folk* 
to  oure  lord  Ihesvi  ciisf  and  to  pQ  regno  of*  glorie. 
[80]  Of  wbicfi  way  per  is  a  f ul  /  noblo  waye  and  a 
ful  couenable  which  may  not*  faile  to  man  /  ne  to 
womman  ]yaf  ])ourgh  synne  ba])  mysgoon  from  ]>e  ri3f  ^Hotede 
way  of  Ien«alem  Celestiidl  [81]  ^  And  pis  way  is  cleped 
Penytenco  of  which  men  shuldl  gladly  barken  aiid 
enquere  wip  al  his  herte  [82]  to  wete  whaf  is  Pen- 
aunce.  and  whi  if  is  cleped  penitence  /  and  in  how 
mony  manors  bene  pe  accions  of  worchynge  of  penytence . 
[83]  and  howe  mony  spices  per  bene  of  penytences .  and 
whiche  pingges  appertenen  and  byhouen  to  penytence.  [and] 
which  pingges  distrouben  penytence 
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HAalmtteA  [84]  IT  Soynt*  Ambroso  seif .   That  penitonco  is  ^0 

laynyng*  of  maa  for  pe  gOf  f af  ho  haf  done.  ^  What*  is  peny- 

p— » A  fidMoto    tence^  and  no  moie  to  doon  eny  binge  for  which  hym  oajf  to 

copied  Mo  tMe  .  m    t    a      ^  "  r      o  J  -7 

tnt.\  playne.  [85 J  And  sommo  doctour  seij?.  Penytence  is  J>o  way- 

montyng*  of  man  faf  sorowef  for  his  synne,  anH  pynejr 
hyw  self  for  he  ha])  mysdone.  [86]  Penytence  wij 
certeyn  circunzstauncos  is  verray  lepentaunce  of  man  ])at^ 
half  hym  self  in  sorowe  and  ojwr  payn  for  his  giltes. 
[87]  And  for  he  shal  be  verrey  penytenf .  he  shal  first" 
bywaillen  Je  synnes  faf  he  haf  done  and  stedfastly 
proposed  in  his  horf  to  haue  shrift*  of  mouf  and  to 
doon  satiBfaccioll  \^^  and  nenere  to  doon  ])ingd  for  whiche 
*  hym  ou3te  more  to  be-wayle  or  to  compleyn  and  to  co»- 
tynue  in  good  workes  or  ellis  his  repentaunce  may  not^ 

tudoM./  ayaile.  [89]  ffor  as  sei];  jsidere  IF  he  is  a  laper  and 
a  gabber  and  no  verrey  ropentaunf  faf  eftteone  doon 
finge  for  whiche  hym  oujf  to  repent*  [90]  wepinge 
and  nou3f  forto  stint*  to  do  synne  may  nou3t*  auaile  [91]  IT  But^. 
na))eles  men  shuUen  hope  ^at*  at*  euery  time  pat*  man  / 
fallej  be  if  neuer  so  off  j)af  he  may  arise  porgh  peny- 
tence. if  he  haue  grace  //  Buf  certeynly  if  is  grete  -douf . 

^gregoritu.i  [92]  ffor  as  sei])  seinf  gregarie.  YnneJ^es  arise])  he  ouf 
of  his  synne  patf  is  charge]?  wip  pe  charge  of  euel  vsage . 
[93]  annf  per-fore  repentaunf  folk"  paf  stinf  forto 
synne  and  forlete  synne.  er  paf  synne  forlete  hem  holy 
churche  holf  hem  siker  of  her  sauacion  [94]  IT  And 
he  paf  synnej)  and  verrely  repontep  hyw  in  his  last* 
[day],  holy  church  3if  hopep  his  saluacion  by  pe  greto 
mercy  of*  our  lord  Ihe^u  crtsf  for  his  repentaunce.  buf 
take  po  siker  way  certeyn  : 

[95]    And   now  sipens    I    haue   declared    30U  whaf 

ir  tret  MdoDeci]  pingo  is  penitence  U  Now  shul  je  vndcrstonci  paf  per 

L-.MMio.  bene     iij.     actions    of    penytence     [96]    IT    The    firsf 

is  paf  a  man  be  baptisf  aftcre  paf  he  hap 
synned  [97]  IF  Seynf  Austyn  seip  Buf  he  bo  penitent 
for  his   olde  synful  lifl   ho  may  no   bygynne  pe  new© 
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cleno    lif.    [98]   ffor   ccrtes    if   ho    bo   paptised   wilw)ut' 

ponitenco   of  his   oldo   gilf .   ho  roscejruej?   fe  mark   of 

bapleme.   but*  not*   fo    graco    no    po  romyssion   of   his 

synnes  til  he  haue   ropentaunce   verray  [99]   IT  AnoJ)er^.iooio. 

defauto  is  pis.   Jwtt*  men  doon  dedly  synno  aftoro  paf 

pei    han  lesceyued    baptemo  [100]    IT    Tho  iij.   dofauto  8*.ftooio./ 

is  paf  men  fall©  in  venyal    synnes  aftoi^  her  baptemo 

fro    day    to    day.     [loi]    perof    seip    soynt*.  Austyn^ .  H An«iw«»ii» 

pat    penitence    of     good     and    humble    folk .    is .  po 

penitence  of  euery  day 

[102]  IF  The  spices  of  penaunce  bene  pre.  pat*  con  Y )>•  ■Nam ^^ 
of    hem    is    solempne    Another    is    comuno.    and    tho 
iij.     is     privo.     [103]     Echo     penawnco    pat*     is     so- 
lempne is  in  two  manors,  as  is  to  be  put*  out*  of  holy 
chun^  in   lent*  for   sclaughtere   of    children  and    such 
manor     pingges     [104]     IF     Another     is     whan     msin  ^  veniumn 
hap  synned  openly  of  whiche  synno  po  fame  is  openly 
spoken  in  pe  contre.  and  pan  holy  churcho  by  lugge- 
ment*  distreyncp  hym  forto  doo  penaunce  open.   [105] 
Sommo  penaunce  is  per  is  pafpreestes  enioynenmen .  comonly 
in   certeyn   caas   as    forto   goon    p^rauenture    naked   in 
pilgnmago.  or  bare  pe  fecf  [106]  IF  Privey  penaMnce  isifDoMorvta 
pilk  paf  men  doon  al  day  for  privey  synnes  of  whic6'**    **" 
we  shryuen  vs  pnvely  and  recc3ruen  pr/ve  ponawnco 

[107]  "IF  Now  shalf  pou  vndorstonci  what*  by[ho]uep 
and  is  necessarie  to  yenej  prfHito  penytence  and  pise 
stonden  on  pre  pingges.  [108]  Contncion  of  herf .  con- 
fession of  moup.  And  satisfaction  [109]  IF  ffor  whicfi 
seip  lohn  Grisostom  IF  Penytenco  distreyncp  man  ^ 
to  accept*  benignely  euery  peyno  pat*  is  enioyned 
hym  wip  contricion  of  hert*  and  shrift  of  moupe .  wip  satis- 
faccion  and  worching*  of  al  manor©  humilito.  [no] 
And  pis  is  fruytful  penytenco  a3oinst*  iij.  pingges  in  whiche 
we  wropen  our  lortl  Ih<3^u  cmf.  [in]  pis  is  to  /  sayn 
bo  delite  in  penkingo.  by  rechclosnesse  in  spekingo. 
by   wikked  synful  worchingo.    [112]    and    ajcinst*   pise 
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H  Bm  pnamaot  wikked  giltois  is  penytence .  bat  may  he  likned  vnto  a  tie 

maj  be  likii«4  to  -        "  r  ^ 

Atno  [<'3J  ^^  xote^of  pis  tree  is  contnciofl  fait  idde]i 

hym  in  ])e  herte  of  him  pat^  is  veirey  lepentaunt*.  i^t  as 
Jie  roote  of  a  tree  hidef  hjm  in  pe  erpe.  [114]  H  Oi  fe 
xooto  of  contricion  spryngej>  a  stalk*  paf  beiep  biaonches 
and  leeues  of  con&ssion.  and  finiyt^  of  satisfadioim  [115] 
V  ffor  whic&  Crisf  seij>  in  ])e  gospeH  IT  Dop  digne  frayte  of 
penytence.  for  by  ]>is  fruyte  may  men  knowe  pis 
tie.  and  not^  by  pe  loote  pat*  is  in  pe  horf? 
of  man.  ne  by  pe  biaonches  ne  by  pe  leeues  of  oonfessiofi 

f  Ttetei.         [116]  f  And  perfoie  our  loid  Iham  crisis  seip  pus  By 

f  Of  jMMeAof  pe  fruyte  of  hem  shul  je  knowe  hem  [117]  IT  Of  pis 
roote  spiingeth  a  sede  of  giace.  .pe  wbicA  sede  is 
modere  of  sikemesse.  pus  pis  sede  is  ^;er  and  bote. 
[118]  The  grace  of  pis  /  sede  springep  of  god  poiowe  pe  le- 
membraunce  of  pe  day  of  dome,  and  on  pe  peynes  of 

YSiduBaa.  helle  [119]  IT  Of  pis  mateie  seitfi  Salomon,  pat^  in  pe 
degre  of  god  man  forletep  his  synne  [120]  The  hete 
of  this  seede  is  pe  loue  of  god  /  and  pe  desiring*  of  pe 
lole  perdurable.  [121]  pis  hete  drawep  *  pe  hert^  of 
man  to  god  and  dop  him  hate  his  synne.  [122]  ffor 
soply  per  nys  no  pinge  pal^  sauoi^rep  so  wel  to  a  childo 
as  pe  mylk  of  his  noiice .  ne  no  ping<  is  to  hym  moie  abhom- 
inable  pol^  pilk*  mylk^  vhati  it*  is  medled  ivip 
oper  mete.  [123]  Bijt  so  pe  synful  man  pat  louep 
his  synne.  hym  semap  paf  if  is  to  hym  most*  swete  of 
eny  pinge.  [124]  But*  fro  paf  tyme  paf  he  loueth  sadly 
our  loid  Jheeu  ciist  and  desiieth  pe  lif  perdurable  •  ther 
nys  to  hym  [no  ping]  moie  abhominable.  [125]  ffor 
sop.  pe  lawe  of  god   is  pe  loue   of  god.  ffor  whid^ 

YDeprophtfte./Dauid  p*  prophef  seip.  I  haue  loued  pi  lawe  and  hated 
wikkednesse  IT  he  [pat]  loueth  god  kepep  his  lawe  and  his 

1 0aaieij  woide .  [126]  This  resou  seip  pe  prophete  DanydH  in  spirif 
vppon  a  vision  of  Nabugodonosor  whan  he  ^ooun- 
sailled  hym  to  doo  penatmce.  [127]  Penaunce  is  pe  tree 
of*  liff  to  hem  /  paf  if  receyuen .  And  he  paf  holdep  hym 
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in  vorrey  ponytonce   is   blessed    aftero    fo  sentence   of^i 
Salomon 

[128]  In  ])i8  penitence  or  contrici5n  man  shal  vn- 
deistonde  .iiij.  ]>ingge8.  ]>af  is  to  seyn  what^  is  contridon 
and  whiche  bene  ]>e  causes  pa,if  meuen  a  man  to  con* 
tricidn  and  howe  he  shtdd  be  contrite,  and  what^  con- 
tricioll  availed  to  pQ  soole.  [129]  Than  is  i1^  ]>us. 
^t*  contriciofl  is  ]>e  verrey  sorowe  ])af  a  man  leccyue]^ 
in  his  herf  for  his  synnes  with  sad  purpoos  to  schiyuen 
hyfTi  and  to  do  penaunce  and  neuere  more  to  do  synne. 
[130]  And  ]}is  sorowe  shal  be  in  ])is  manere  as  seith 
seint  Beman)  IT  11^  shal  bo  greuoos  and  hevie  and  ful^BtnurdiK 
sharp  and  poynanf  in  herf .  [131]  ffirsf  for  a  man  ha]> 
a-gilf  his  lorde  and  his  creature,  and  more  sharpe  and 
poynanf^  5  for  he  hal£  agilt^  his  fadero  celestiaH.  [132]  And 
)it^  more  sharpe  and  poynanl^  ffor  he  ha]>  wre]^  and 
agult  hym  y&if  boujt*  hym*  fat  with  his  precious  blood 
ha]ye  delyuered  vs  firo  the  boondes  of  synne  and  fix)  ]>e 
cruolte  of  |>e  deueU:.  and  fix>  ]>e  paynes  of  helle. 
[133]  V  The  causes  ]yat*  ou3ten  to  meuen  a  man  to  con-  tSttaooiiMiita 
tiicion  befi  .yj.  IT  ffurst  a  man  shal  remembre  him  of  ^* 
Ids  synnes.  [134]  but  loke  pat  pUk  remem- 
braunce  be  to  him  no  delite  by  no  way .  buf  grel^  shame 
and  sorowe  for  his  gilt^.  ffor  lob  sei]>.  Synful  men  dofi^iob./ 
werkes  wor])i  of  confession.  [135]  And  ^erfore  sei]) 
Ezechie .  I  wil  remembre  me  al  ^e  jeeres  of  my  lif .  5  iMMhu. 
my  bittemesse  of  myn  herl^  [136]  ^  And  god  sei]>  in  pQ 
apocalips  IT  Bemembre  30U  from  whennes  psAf  30  be  Y  Apooo/irjMa  v 
&]le.  ffor  byfom  ])af  tyme  paif  30  synned  30  were  pe 
children  of  god.  and  lyTTunes  of  pe  reigne  of  god.  [137]  But^ 
for  ^oure  synne  30  bene  woxe  ptoB.  and  foule.  and 
membres  of  pe  f  eende .  hate  of  aungels  sdaunder  of  holy 
churcH.  and  foode  of  pe  fab  serpenf  perpetuele  matere 
of  the  fuyro  of  heH  [138]  and  J^af  more  foule  and  abhom- 
ynable  for  30  trespasen  so  often  tymo  as  do])  pe  houndo 
^t^    iumep    to    eten    his    vomyte.     [139]    And    3it^ 
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bene  }e  fouleie  for  jouie  longe  contynnyng*  in  sjnne  and 
^ouie  synful  nsage.  for  whicH  ^e  bene  rotcn  in  ymr 
synne  as  a  beesf  in  bis  dnnge.  [140]  IT  Sucbe  maner  of 
^0U3te8    maken    a    man    bane    sbame    for    bis    synno 

^SMpUflD  and  no  delite.  As  /  god  sai]>  by  ])e  p7t>pbeto  Ezecbiele 
[141]  IT  }e  sbul  remerobre  30U  of  jouro  waiesf  and  Jxd 
shuL  disploso  30U  sopely  %  Synncs  beik  {»e  waies  \Qi> 
lede  folk  to  beU 

[142]  IT  Tbe  ij.  canse  Jraif  onjt  to  /  ^make  a  man 
to  bane  disdeyne  of  synne  is  ]>is.   That^  as  8ci]>  seint* 

tPotnu  Peter  IT  Who  so  doth  synne  i  is  fral  to  synne  and 

synne  putte])  a  man  in  gret*  ]yraldomo.  [143]  And  )er- 
foro  seitb  ]>e  propbete  Ezecbiel  If  I  wenf  soiyfnl  in 
disdeyn  of  my  silf.  Certes  IT  wel  ac^t*  a  man 
bane  disdeyn  of  synne  and  wijnlrawe  /  bym  from  ^t^ 
]rraldom  and  vilanyo.  [144]  And  lo  wbat^  sei])  Seneo 
IT  In  fis  matore  be  seij  fns  IT  Tbouje  I  wist^  fat? 
nei]ier  god  ne  man  ne  sbold  nenere  knowen  it*.  3it^ 
volde  I  bane  desdeyne  forto  /  do  synne.  [145]  And  the 

tSttieoA/         same    Seneci    sei])    IT    I    am    b(Mm    to    gretter    ]>inggi3r 

fan  to  be  frailr  to  my  body.  [. 

no  gap  in  iJie  MS,]  [146]  A  [fouler]  fral  mi^y  no  man  no 
wo»iman  make  of  bis  body  fan  ^eue  is  body 
to  synne  [147]  A[l]  were  it*  the  foulest^  choede  or 
womman  faf  lyuef  and  leest*  of  valewe.  jit  is  he 
channged  and  most  foulo  and  more  in  seruitute .  [148]  euei* 
fro  fe  hyor  degre  fat*  man  fallcf  i  fe  more  is  he 
frail  and  more  vnto  god  and  to  f e  world  vile  and  abhomyn- 
able.  [149]  O  /  jood  god  wel  ai^f  men  bane  desdeyn 
of  synne.  sifen  faf  forgh  synne.  for  he  was  free 
nowe  is  he  makcd  boondo.  [150]  &  /  f  erf  ore  seif  seint 

5  Aatustinu9j  Austyn .  IT  If  fou  haue  desdeyn  of  fi  seruazmt  if  ho 
a-gilt*  or  synne.  haue  fou  fan  disdeyn  fat?  poa 
fi  silf  sbuldesf  do  synno.  [151]  Take  reward  of  fine 
valewe  faf  fou  /  no  be  to  foule  to  fi  self.  [152] 
Alias   wel    oujten    fei    fan    to    haue    desdeyne    to     be 
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fieruauntes  and  J^ralles  to  synne  and  sore  l)ene  ashamed 
of  hem  self.  [153]  ]>at  god  of  his  endelees  goodnesse 
ha]>  sett  horn  in  hie  astaaf  and  ^euon  hem  vitf .  strength 
of  body.  hel]ye.  bewte.  and  prosperite.  [154]  and 
boujf  hem  fro  fe  deej>  witfi  his  hert*  blood,  fal? 
}ei  so  vnkyndely  i^einsf  gentehiesse  aquiten  hym  so 
vilenistly  to  sclowghter  of  her  owne  soules.  [155]  IT  O 
good  god.  30  "woTnmen  ]>ati  bene  of  so  grete  bewte. 
remembre])  30a  of  "pe  prouerbe  of  Salamon  IT  He^i 
[156]  liknef  a  fair*  womman  fat*  is  a  foole  of  her  body, 
ylik  to  a  ryng*  of  gold  pa,V  is  wre])ed  in  fe  Groyne  of  a  sowe  • 
[157]  ffor  ii3f  as  a  sowe  IT  wroteJ>  in  euery  ordure.  So 
wrotoj?  she  her  bewte  in  stynkinge  ordure  of  synne 

[158]  %  The  iij  cause  ])at*  ou)^  to  meuen  a  /  man 
to  contriciofi  and  drede  of  ]>o  day  of  dome,  and  of  ])e  / 
horrible  peynes  of  belle.  [159]  ffor  as  seint^  lerom  sei]y  IZmmiM!/ 
IT  Atf  euery  tyme  ])at*  me  remembre])  of  ]>e  day  of  dome  I 
quake  [160]  ffor  whan  I  ete  or  drinke  or  doo  whaf  so  I 
doo  /  euer  me  seme])  pa\f  ]>e  trompe  sowne])  in  myn  ere. 
[161]  Biseth  yp  ^])af  bene  dede  and  commep  to  pe 
luggement*.  [162]  O  Good  god  mochel.  owe])  a  man  to 
drede  such  '  luggemenf  fesr  as  we  shulne  bene  all^ 
as  sei])  seint*  Poule  by-f ome  the  strete  of  our  lord  Ihe^u  5  PmIu 
crisf  [163]  wher  as  he  shal  make  a  general  con- 
gregaciofi.  Wher  as  no  man  had  be  absent*.  [164]  for 
ccrtes  fer  ne  veile])  nofl  assoyn  ne  excusaciofl 
[165]  and  not«  only  J)af  our  defautes  shullen  /  bo 
lugged  buf  oke  ])af  aH  our  werkes  shul  openly 
be  knowe  [166]  And  as  seint*  Bernard  seif.  There  ne  5  B«iiar<i«« 
shal  no  pledyng^  availe  ne  no  sclei^t*  we  shul  ^euen 
rcknyng  of  euery  ydel  word  [167]  Ther  shul  we  haue 
a  lugge  J>at*  may  nof  be  deceyued .  ne  corrupte  and  whi 
for  ccrtes  al  oure  ])0U3te8  ben  diskeuored  as  to  hym. 
no  for  preiore  ne  for  medo  he  wil  not*  bene  corrupte. 
[168]  And  ])erforo  sei])  Salomon.  ])o  wre])e  of  god  5 SiOomflii 
-wil  not*  bo  corrupte  /  And  Jorfor  sei  J)  Salomon  IF  po  /  wrechc  1  H«m. 
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of  god  ne  wil  not*  spaie  no  wi^t*  for  preier  ne  for  ^ifl^.  And 
f explore  a1^  ])e  day  of  dome  ]>6r  nys  no  hope  to  escape. 
[169]  Wherfoie  Anselme  sei^  IT  fful  gieta 
Angwisab  shnllen  |^  synfnl  folk*  hane  at*  f&t  tyme 
[170]  Ther  shal  be  ^e  fiteme  and  ^  wio^  Inge  sitte  abone 
and  vnder  hym  fe  horrible  pitte  of  helle  open  to  di- 
etioye  hym  ]mf  most*  byknowe  his  synne.  whicti 
synnee  openly  bene  shewed  byfom  god  and  bifome 
eueiy  creature.  [171]  And  on  pQ  left*  side  moo  denels  / 
than  herfc*  may  |»enk*  forto  hario  and  to  drowe 
fe  synfol  soides  /  to  f e  pyne  of  helle.  [172]  And  wij>- 
in  ]>e  hertes  of  folk*  shal  be  I>e  bitynge  conscience 
and  wiji-ont*  forjy  shal  be  ])e  world  al  brennynge. 
[173]  whidere  shal  ^an  ^e  wrecched  synfol  soole  flee  / 
to  hide  hym.  Certes  he  may  nof  hide  hym.  he  moei^ 
come  forji  and  schewe  hym.   [174]  ffor  certes  as  6&f 

nunnimmi  seint*  lerom  If  The  erj>e  shal  cast"  hym  ouif  of  hym. 
and  ^  see  also  and  the  Eiere.  y&V  shal  be  f ol  /  of 
]K)ndere  dappes  /  and  lijtnynge  [175]  Now  8oJ)ly 
who  so  wil  remembre  hym  of  ])ise  ^ingges  I  gesse 
J^at*  his  ^ingges  shal  nof  tnme  hym  into  delite .  bnf  to  grete 
sorowe  for  drede  of  the  payne  of  helle.  [176]  And  per- 

5 lob./  fore    seip    lob.   f    SnfPre   lord    paf    I    may   a   while 

biwaile  and  wepe  or  I  goo  and  wepe  wijH>uf  retonmyngo  to  pe 
derk  londe  keuered  wip  )>e  derknesse  of  depe  [177] 
to  pe  londe  of  myssese  and  of  derknesse.  where  as  is 
shadowe  of  deep,  wher  as  per  nys  noon  oper  or- 
dynatmce.  bnf  grisly  drete  paf  enere  shul  last*  [178] 
IF  Loo  here  may  ^e  seen  pat*  lob  preied  of  respite  a  while 
to  bywepe  and  waile  his  trespas.  ffor  soply  00  /  day  of 
respite  is  bettere  pan  al  pe  tresonre  of  pis  world  [179]  And 
^  for  as  moche  as  a  man  may  acqoite  hjm  self  to  fom  god 
by  penitence  in  pis  world  and  nou3l?  by  tresoni'  perfor 
shnld  he  prei  to  god  to  jeue  hym  respite  a  while  to 
bywepen  and  bywaillen  his  trespas  [180]  ffor  certes  al 
pe  sorowe  paf  a  man  my^f  make  fto  pe  bygynnynge 
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of  ]K)  woild  nys  but  a  litel  ping  at  }^  regaiH)  of  fe  Boiowe 
of  helle  [i8i]  IT  The  cause  why  faif  lob  depeji  helle 
J^e  londe  of  derknesse.  [182]  Ynderstonde])  fai^  he 
clepeji  it^  londe  or  er]>o.  for  it;*  is  stable  and  neuere  shal 
faile.  derknesse.  for  he  fa,\f  is  in  helle  ha]i  defante  of 
]i)t  mateni^  [183]  ffor  certes  ^e  derki  lijt*  ])af  shal 
come  out*  of  ye  fire  J^af  euere  shal  brenne  shal  tnme 
hym  al  to  peyne  J^at*  is  in  helle  •  ffor  if  shewe^  hym  to  fe 
horrible  pleuels  y&if  hjm  tonnenten  [184]  teuered  ynp 
fe  derknesse  of  de]>e  [. 

[185]     .    .    .    • 

no  gap  in  the  M8,]  bene  ]>e  synnes  ]>af  ]>e  wrecched  /  man 

ha]>    dofi    whicfi    ]>af    distourben   hym   to   se   )»e   face 

of    god.    ri^f   as    a    derk  cloude    bytwix   vs  and    ^e 

Sonne.  [186]  londe  of  myssese  by  cause  }»af  )>er  bene 

.iij.  manere  of    defautes   i^einsf  ])re   ]migges   ^af  folk 

of   yia  world   han  in   yis   present*  liff.  foif  is  to  say 

honours,  delices.  and   Eichesse.'  [187]  A3einsf  honour 

han  ])ei  in  helle  shame  and  confusiofl.  [188]  ffor  wel  )e 

woote  ])at*  men  clepen  honour^   fe  reuerence  ]»at*  men 

doon  to  man .  But*  in  helle  nys  noon  honui'  ne  reuerence. 

ffor   certes    no    more    reuerence    shal    be    do    to    a 

kinge  ))an  to  a  knaue  [189]  f  ffor  whidi  god  seith  by 

])e  pr ophetys  wordes  leremye .  f  Thilk  folk  ])af  me  despisen  5  T«tMXanDi« 

shullen  bene  despised .  [  1 90]  IT  Honui'  is  eke  cleped  gret  lord 

Ther  shal  no  wijt  /  semen  ofer»  but*  of  harme  and 

torment*  IT  Honure  is  eke  cleped  grete  dignite  and  high- 

nesse.  But*  in  hello  shul  pQi  bene  al  for-troden  of  deuels. 

[191]  as  god  sei]?  The  horrible  deuels  shal  goon  and 

come    vpon    pe    hedes    of    dampned    folk^    And    f\& 

is  for  as  moche  as  pa  hier  ^f  ])ei  were  in  ]ns  present 

Uf.   po  more  shullon  ]>ei  bene  abated  and  defouled  in 

helle.  [192]  f  Ajeinsf  fe  richesse  of  f is  world,  shullen 

yei  hauo  myssese  and  pouerte.  and  ])is  pouerf  shal  be 

.iiij.    fingges   [193]   in   defautQ    of    tresour.    of  whicK 
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n  Danid  pro-  Dattid  J)e  prophet^  seij)  IF  The  riche  folk*  fat  enbraceden  and 
oneden  in  al  her  hert  to  tresouro  of  Jis  worldf  shuUen  sclcpc  in 
]>o  sclcpinge  of  dc|>.  As  no  J'iiige  shul  )>ei  fynden  in 
her  hondes  of  al  her  tresoui^  ['941  ^  -^Jid  more  ouer  po 
dissese  of  helle   shal  bene  in  )>e  defaute  of  meto   and 

t  tkmM  per  drynk*.  [195]  IF  ffor  god  seij)  Jjus  by  moyses  If  Thei  shnllen 
be  wasted  with  ^hungei^  and  pe  briddes  of  helle  shal 
denoura    hem    yriih    bitter    dc)>    and    pQ    galle    of     |>e 

dragon  [ 

no  gap  m  tJie  MS.]  her  moneH .  [196]  And  ferfer  ouer  her 
myesese  shal  bene  in  defaute  of  clo]>inge  ffoi^  pei  shulleu 
bo  naked  in  body  as  of  clo])ingf.8auf  pe  fuyi^  in  whic^ 
])ei  brenne  and  o))er  fil]>es.  [197]  and  naked  shul 
J^ei  bene  of  saule.  of  al  manere  vertues  which  pai^ 
is  pQ  cloJ)inge  of  saule.  Wher  bene  fan  J>e  gay 
Boobes  and  )>e  soff  shetes  and  pe  smal  /  shertes  [198] 

^inyaiv  IT  loo  what  seif  god  to  hem  by  po  prophete  Ysay 
IT  That*  yndeie  hem  shullen  be  strawed  motthes .  and  her 
couertours  /  shul  be  of  wormes  of  hello  [199]  V  And 
ferfer  ouero  her  dissese  shal  /  bene  in  defaute  of 
fiendes .  ffor  he  nys  not*  poor  fat*  haf  good  /  freendes . 
but*  fer  nys  no  frende.  [200]  (For  neifer  god  ne 
creature  /  shal  be  frende  to  hem.  and  euery  of  hem 
shal  haten  of  ere  wif  dedly  hate.  [201]  The  sones  of 
f  e  doughtren  shullen  rebollen  ajeinst*  f  e  fadere  and  modere 
and  kynrede  s^einsf  kynrede  and  chiden  and  despisen 
cuerech   of  hem  ofer  bof  day  and  nyjf  As  god  seif 

^iiMhiM./  by  fe  prophef  Michias  [202]  If  And  fe  louyng*  children, 
fat*  whilom  loued  so  fiesshly  euorech  ofer.  wolden 
cuerech  of  hem  otcn  ofer  if  fei  my^f .  [203]  ifor  howe 
shul(J  f  oi  loue  hem  to-gydere  in  f  0  peynes  of  helle  .  whan 
fei  hated  echo  of  hem  ofer  in  fe  prosperite  of  fis  lif . 
[204]   ITor  trust*  wol  her  fiesshly  loue  was  dedly  hate 

5  David./  as  seif  fe  pr(?phete  dauid  If  who  so  faf  louef   wicked- 

nesse  he  hatef  his  saule.  [205]  and  who  fat  hatef 
his   owne  soule.  cories   he   may  loue  noon   ofer  wi^f 
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in  no  manere.  [206]  and  j^erfor  in  helle  is  no 
frendship.  But*  euer  ])e  moo  flesshly  kynredes 
faV  bene  in  helle.  pQ  more  cursyngi  ]>e  more  chyd- 
inge.  and  ]>e  more  dedly  hate  per  is  amonges  hem 
[207]  %  And  forfermor  J>er  shal  he  defaute  of  al 
maner  delyces.  fiTor  why  fe  delices  ben  pe  appetites 
of  pe  .y.  wittes.  as.  sijf.  heiyng*.  smellynge.  sauer- 
yng<  and  towchynge .  [208]  But*  in  helle  her  si)f  shal  be 
fill  of  derkenesse  and  of  smoke  and  ful  of 
teeres.  and  her  heryng<  ful  of  waymentynge  and  of 
gnaistynge  of  tee]y  as  seith  Ihesus  /  crisf  [209]  IT  her  nose-  5  Jhua 
pTQllea  shullen  be  ful  stynkyng*  stynks  IT  And  as  seijy 
Isay  pe  prophete.  Her  saueryng*  shal  be  fol  of  bitter  Yinju. 
galle.  [210]  and  touchyng*  of  her  body  ykeuered 
wij)  fuyi*  fat«  neuere  shal  be  quenched,  and  wij>  wormes 
ysi,tf  neyer  shul  dye  IT  As  god  seijy  /  by  )>e  mou]>  ot^Jhsnu./ 
ysay.  [211]  IT  And  for  as  moch  as  ^ei  shullen  not  wene 
}>af  ]>ei  may  dyen  for  peyne.  and  by  her  de]>  flee  fro 
peyne.  ^J)af  may  Jei  vnderstonde  by  J>e  worde  of  lob.  ^ibb. 
]>ati  sei]).  There  as  is  ])e  shadowe  of  de))e  [212]  IT  Certes 
a  shadowe  ha])  ]>e  liknesse  of  a  ])inge  of  which  it*  is 
shadowe .  But*  shadowe  nys  nof  ])e  same  ^inge  of  which  if  is 
shadowe.  [213]  Bi)f  so  fare)>  ])e  peyne  of  helle.  it*  is 
like  deep  for  pe  angwisshe  horrible,  and  why  for  it* 
peyne])  hem  euere  as  ^00  men  shulden  dye  anofl  But* 
certes  ^i  shullen  not*  dye.  [214]  fEbr  as  sei])  seynt* 
Gregore.  f  To  wrecched  Catyfe  shal  be  dej>e  wijK)ut*5< 
depe.  ande  ende  wi])-onten  ende.  and  defaute  wi)K)ut* 
failynge.  [215]  for  her  dej>e  shal  alway  lyve.  and  her 
eende  shal  euermor  bygynne  and  her  defaute  shal  not* 


faile.     [216']     And      berfore     seib     seinf      lohn      b^Yi 
euaungeliste    They  shullen    folowe    de]y  and    ]>ei    shul 
not*  fynden  hym.  And  ])ei  /  desiren  to  deye.  and  de)>e 
shul  flee  fro  hem  /  [217]  And  eke  lob  seith  That*  in  helle  YZob^ 
is  noon  order  ne  rewele  [218]  And  al  be  if  soo  ])af  god  haf 
created    al    ])ing«    in    ii}f    ordre    and    no    ]>ing*    wi]h 
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out*  ordere.  buf  alle  fingges  ben  ordred  and  nom- 
bred.  ^if  na])clees  fei  J)at  bene  dampned  bene  no 
finge  in  order  ne  holden  /  noon  order*.    [219]   for  fe 

%  ianid  pro-  erjw  ne  shal  bere  hem  no  fruyte .  [220]  ffor  as  J)e  /  prophete 
datttd  seij)  ^  Goi  shal  destroy  pe  froyte  of  pe  erfe  as 
fro  /  hem.  ne  watere  shal  jeue  hem  no  moystere.  ne 
fe  eyre  no  refresshynge .  ne  fe  fuyre  no  li3t«.  [221]  ffor  as 

YBMiUut./  self  seynf  Basile.  J)e  brennyngges  of  pe  fuyre  of  J^is 
worlde  shal  god  3eiien  to  hem  in  helle  ])af  bene  dampned . 
[222]  Buf  pQ  ]i^V  and  ))e  clernesse  shal  be  ^euen  in 
to  heuene  to  his  children./  Ei^t  as  ])e  good  man  ^eue]) 
flesshe  to  his  children,  and  bonys  to  his  houndes  [223] 
for    ]>ei     shullen     have     noon     hope    to     escape    8ei|> 

T  lob./  lob .  At*  ])e  last*  ))af  ther  shal  horrour  and  grisly  drede 

dwelle.  wijhouten  ende  [224]  IF  Horroure  is  alway  drede 
of  harme  J)af  is  to  come  and  f  is  drede  shal  euer  dwelle 
in  ]>o  hertes  of  hem  ])at*  bene  dampned.  and  ]>er-fore 
han  J)ei  lorn  aH  her  hope,  for  vij.  causes.  [225]  ffirst* 
for  god  J^at*  is  her  luge  shal  be  wip-oute  mercy  to 
hem.  ne  pel  may  not*  plese  hym.  ne  noon  of  his 
halowes.  ne  pei  may  jeue  no  ])inge  for  her  raunsom. 
[226]  ne  J)ei  han  no  yoys  to  speke  to  hym.  ne  j^ei 
may  naf  flee  fro  peyne  ne  pel  han  no  goodnesse  in 
hem  J)at*  Jei  may  schewe  to   delyuere  hem  fro   peyno 

'11  Salomon./  [227]  IT  And  J>erfore  seiJ)  Salomon  If  The  wikked  man 
dye)>  f  and  whan  he  is  dede  he  shal  haue  no  hope  to  / 
eskape  fro  peyne.  [228]  who  so  shame  wolde  wel  vn- 
derstonde  and  bythenk*  hym  wel  on  J>ise  peynes  and  ))af  he 
ha]}  deserued  pe  same  peynes  /  for  his  synne .  Certes  he 
shukf  haue  more  talent*  to  sike  and  to  wepe  ^])an  for 

5 Salomon  syngen  and  to  pley.  [229]  ffor  as  sei])  Salomon. 
Who  so  J)af  had  J)e  science  forto  knowe  pQ  peynes  faf 
bene  establisshed  and  ordeyned  /  for  synne  he  wold  make 

%Ax4[uati»u$,  sorowe.  [230]  Thilk*  science  as  sei|>  seint*  Austyn) 
Maketh  a  man  to  weymenten  in  his  herf 

[231]   IT    The   iiij.    poynte  J)at*  aught*  make  a  man 
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haue  contr/tiofl  is  fe  soryful  remembraunce  of  fe 
good  fat*  he  haj  lost^  to  doon  here  in  erfe.  and 
eke  Jk3  good  /  faf  he  ha  J)  lome  [232]  If  SoJ)ly  fe  good 
Vrerkes  )>at*  he  h&p  losf  eij^er  ^i  bene  ]>e  good 
werkes  faf  he  hop  wrou^t*  er  he  felle  into  dedly  synne 
Or  ellys  fe  good  werkes  pat*  he  wrou3t*  J)e  while  he  lay 
in  synne  [233]  IT  SoJ>ly  J)e  good  werkes  faf  he  did 
byfome  ]yaf  he  fille  in  synne  ben  aH  mortefied  and  astonyed 
and  dulled  by  J)e  oft  synnynge  [234]  That*  ofer 
good  werkes  Jaf  he  wrou3f  pe  whiles  he  lay  in 
synne  pei  bene  vtterly  dede  as  to  |)e  liff  perdurable  in 
heuene.  [235]  Than  /  pilk  good  werkes  faf  bene 
mortefied  by  off  synnynge  which  good  werkes  he  did  J)e 
whiles  he  was  in  charite  ne  mowen  neuere  /  quicken  f^ein 
with-outen  vcrrey  penytence .  [236]  And  ferfore  seij)  god 
by  ])e  mou]>e  of  Ezechiele  ))af  is  ])e  ri3tful  man.  He-t&adiidia 
toume  a3ein  from  his  li^twissnesse  and  to  worch  wikked- 
nes  shal  he  lyue.  [237]  nay.  iTor  att  pe  good  werkes 
]>af  he  ha])  wrou^f  ne  shul  neuere  be  in  remembraunce 
for  he  shal  deye  in  his  synne.  [233]  If  And  vpon  pilk 
chapitere  seiJ)  seinf  Gregorie  thus .  than  we  shuld  vnder- 1  Oregtmus 
stonde  pis  principaly.  [239]  pat«  whan  we  doon  dedly* 
synne.  it*  is  for  nojt*  pan  to  reherce  or  drawe  into 
memorie  pe  good  werkes  pat*  we  han  wrou^t*  biforfi. 
[240]  ffor  certys  in  pe  wirking*  of  dedly  synne 
per  nys  no  tresf  to  no  good  werk*  pat*  we  han  doon  to-fome  / 
pat*  is  to  sayn  as  forto  haue  per-by  pe  lif  per- 
durable in  heuene  [241]  [. 

no  gap  in  tM  MS.']  Whan  we 

han  contriciofi.  [242]  But*  soply  pe  good  werkes  pat* 
men  /  doon  whiles  pat*  pei  bene  in  dedly  synne .  for  as  mocti 
as  pei  weren  doon  in  dedly  synne  pei  mowe  neuer  quycken 
ajein  [243]  ffoi  certes  ping*  pat*  neuere  hap  lif  f  neuere 
may  quycked.  And  napelees  al  be  it*  pat*  pei  ne 
availe    nou3te    to    han    pe    lif  *^rdurable   3it*    availcn 

PETWOBTH   621   (6-T.  605) 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


SIX-TEXT   606 

622   GROUP  I.   §  2.  PABfiON's  TALE.  Fotworth  MS. 

fei  to  abreggen  of  fe  peyne  of  hello  or  ellLs  to  geten 
tempoieH  richesse.  [244]  Or  eliis  ]>af  god  wil 
rather  enlumyne  and  /  lighten  fe  lierf  of  fe  synful 
man  to  han  repentaunce.  [245]  and  eke  ]>ei  availen 
forto  vsen  a  man  to  do  goode  werk*  fat*  J)e  fende  / 
haue  ])e  lasse  power  of  his  soule  [246]  IT  And  fua  ^ 
curtaise  Lord  Jhesu.  crist*  ne  wil  pAif  no  good  werk^ 
be  losf .  ffor  in  somwhaf  if  shal  availe .  [247]  Buf  for  as 
moche  as  pe  good  werkes  ^]>af  men  doon  whan  pd, 
bene  in  pia  liff*  bene  al  mortefied  by  synne  folowinge. 
And  eke  si]>ens  al  ])e  good  werkes  p&V  men  done 
pe  whiles  ]>ei  bene  in  dedly  synne  bene  vtterly  dede 
as  forto  haue  pe  lif  perdurable  [248]  IT  wel  may  pa,V  man 
])at*  no  good  werk  ne  /  doo])  *  syngyn  pUk  newe  songe. 
lay  tout  perdue  moil  temps  et  moil  labour  [249]  ffor 
certes  synne  byreue])  a  man  goodnes  and  nature 
and  eke  pe  goodnes  of  grace  [250]  IT  ffor  8o]» 
pe  grace  of  pe  holy  goosf  £are]>  as  fuyre  ))af  may  nof 
be  jrdeH .  ffor  fire  faille])  /  anoon  as  if  f orlese])  his  worch- 

inge  [ no  gap 

in  the  MS.]  [251]  ]>an  lesep  pe  synful  man  pe  goodnes 
of  glorie  |)af  oonly  is  bihi3f  to  good  men  faf  labouren* 
and  worken  [252]  wel  may  he  be  sory  J>en  thaf 
owe])  al  his  lif  to  god  as  longe  as  he  lyue]>  ha])  lyued  and 
eke  as  longe  as  he  shal  bene  ])af  no  goodnes  ne  ha]) 
to  pay  wi])  his  dette  to  god.  to  whom  he  owe])  al  his 
lif.  [253]  ffor  trusf  wel  he  shal  jeue  acountes  as  aeip 

\  BenutfdiM  seinf  Bernard  of  alle  pe  goodes  ])af  han  bene  3euen  hym . 
in  pia  presenf  lif  and  how  he  ha])  hem  dispended . 
[254]  nof  so  moch  faf  per  shal  nof  perisshe  an  beec 
of  his  hede .  ne  a  momenf  of  an  /  houre  ne  shal  not  perisshe 
oipia  t3rme  ])af  he  ne  shal  3eue  of  if  a  rekenynge 

[255]  If  The  .y.  ])inge  paf  ou^f  to  meue  a  man  to 
contricion  is  remembraunce  of  pe  passion  of  our  Lord 
Ihe^u  crisf  euf&ed  for  oure   synnes   [256]  ffor  as  eeip 

%  Bcnaxdiw      seynf  Bemardf  whiles  ])af  I  lyue  IT  I  shal  haue  remeni> 
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braimce  of  ]>e  travailes  ]>at*  our  lord  Ihesa  crist*  soffired  in 
preching*  [257]  in  werynesse  in  trayailynge.  his  tempi- 
acions  whan  he  fasted,  his  longe  waking*  whan  he 
preied.  his  teeres  whan  fekif  he  wepte  for  pite  of 
good  puple«  [258]  ]>o  woo  and  pe  shame  and  )>e 
fil]>e  ))af  men  seiden  to  hjm  oft  fonle  spittyng* 
^at  men  /  spitten  on  his  face  /  and  ^e  buffetteff  ))at*  men 
9au6n  hym  of  ^e  //  foule  mou]>es  and  of  pe  ro- 
preens  ]»af  men  to  hym  seiden.  [259]  Of  )>e  nailles 
irif  ]^  whi(^  he  was  nailled  to  pe  cros.  and  of  oB.  pe 
remenaunte  of  his  passion  ^at*  he  sufficed  for  my  synnes .  / 
and  no  pinge  for  his  gilf .  [260]  And  ^e  shul  vnder- 
stoncl  ^at  in  mannys  synne  is  euery  maner  ordex* 
of  ordynatmce  turned  vp  so  doun.  [261]  ffor  it*  is  sojn 
J»af  god  and  reson  and  sensualite  and  ^e  /  body  of  man 
bene  so  ordeyned  ]>at*  eueredl  of  ])ise  iiij.  puigges 
shuld  haue  lordship  of  ]Kif  o]>er.  [262]  As  ^us. 
god  shuld  haue  lordship  ouer  resofi.  and  reson  ouer 
sensualite.  and  sensualite  ouer  pe  /  body  of  man. 
[263]  And  BOplj  whan  man  synne])  al  pia  ordere  of 
ordynaunce  is  turned  yp  so  doune  [264]  IT  And  J^eifore 
^an  for  as  mocti  ^as  pe  reson  of  man  wil  not*  be 
subiette  ne  obeysaunt*  to  god  ]>at*  is  his  lord  by  ri3f  J»er* 
fore  leaep  if  po  lordship  ])at*  it*  shuld  haue  in 
sensualite  and  eke  ouer  pQ  body  of  man.  [265]  And 
whi  for  sensualite  rebelleji  ]>an  ajeinsf  reson.  And 
by  pat*  way  leset^  resoun  his  lordship  ouer  sensualite 
and  ouere  ^e  bodye .  [266]  ffor  rijt*  as  reson  is  rebelle  to 
god.  ri^f  so  is  bo]>  Sensualite  reb^  to  reson  and 
pe  body  also.  [267]  IT  And  certes  this  ordynatmce  and 
piB  rebellion,  ouie  lord  JhesvL  crtst*  abou^f  yppon  his 
precious  body  ful  dere  and  herkene])  in  whicti  wyse. 
[268]  fEbr  as  moche  ])an  is  reson  rebelle  to  god.  ]ier- 
fore  is  man  wor^i  to  haue  sorowe  and  to  be  dedo 
[269]  f  This  sufired  our  loid  Jhesu.  for  man  aftere  ])ati 
he  had  be  bytraied  of  his  disciple  and  destreyned  and 
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boimdo  80  ^at*  ]>e  blood  biasf  ouf  at  eu^y  naile  of  his 
^Anguttinus.  hondes  as  seij)  seinf  Austyh)  [270]  ^  And  fer]>ennore 
for  as  moclie  as  reson  of  man  wil  not*  daunte  Sensu- 
alite  whan  it*  may .  therfoie  is  man  wor])i  to  haue  shame . 
and  ))is  /  suffred  our  lorde  Ih^^u  cnsf  for  man  whan  jtei 
spitten  in  his  visage  [271]  IT  And  fer]>er  ouere  for  as 
moch  ]>an  as  the  catif  body  of  man  is  rebelle 
bo]>  to  reson  and  to  sensualite.  ]>erfore  is  it*  worjn  ]>q 
dee])  [272]  IT  And  ])is  su£[red  our  lord  Ihesu,  crist*  for  man 
vpon  ]>6  crosse  wher  as  ]>er  was  no  parte  of  his  body 
free  with-oute  grete  peyne  and  bitter  passiofl  [273] 
and   al   pis   sufred    Ihesu    crist*    ])ai^    neuer    forfeited 

[ 

.     .    no  gap  in  the  MS,]    To  mochel  am  I  peyned  for  ]>e 

same  )>ingges  ]>at*  I  neuer  deserued  and  to  mochel  defoiled 

for  fifendship  ])af  man  bene  wor]>i  for  to  haue  [274]  And  fer- 

^B«naidiw      fora  may  pQ  synful  man  wel  saye  as  sei])  seint*  BemaKi 

IT  Acursed  be  }>e  bittemesse .  [. 

no  gap  in  the  MS,]  [275]  ffop  oertes 

aftere  ]>e  dyuers  discordaunces  of  oure  wikkednes 
was  ]>e  passion  of  Ihe^  crist*  yordeyned  in  dyuers  )>ingge8 
[276]  as  ]}us.  Certys  synful  man  saule  [is]  bytnded 
of  the  deuel  by  coueityse  of  temperele  prospmte  and 
scorned  by  disceite  whan  he  chese))  flesshly  delites  and 
3it*  is  he  tormented  by  impacience  of  aduersite.  and  by-spette 
by  seruage  of  subiecciofi  in  synne  /  and  at*  ])e  last*  it*  is 
sclayn  fynally ,  [277]  ffor  H  f  is  disordinat«nce  of  synful  man 
was  TtLesu8  cr^st*  first*  bytraied  and  aftere  ]>at*  was  he  bounde 
that*  come  forto  vnbynde  vs  of  synne  and  of  peyne  [278] 
U  Than  was  he  byscomed  Jat  only  shuld  be 
honoured,  in  alle  )>ingges  of  al  Jyingges.  [279] 
Than  was  his  visage  }>at*  au^t*  be  desired  to  be  seyn 
of  al  mankynd  ^In  which  visage  aungels  desiren  to 
loken  vileynsly  byspitte.  [280]  Than  was  he  scourged 
fat*  no  fing*  gilt*  And  fynaly  J>an  was  he  / 
crucified  and  sclayn  [281]  Than  was  he  accomplised  )»e 
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wordes  of  Ysay  /  He  was  wounded  forty»iM.'/. 
our  mysdedys  and  defouled  by  oure  vilanyes.  [282] 
H  Now  sifens  p&V  Ihesn  criaf  toke  vppon  hym  self*  Jxe 
peyne  of  al  oure  wikkednesse  H  Iklichel  oujt*  synful 
men  by-wepe  and  by-waile  fat*  for  his  synnes  goddis  sone 
of  heuene  shuld  al  Jis  peyne  endure  [283]  H  The  sixf 
)?mge  ))at*  au3f  meue  man  to  contriciofL  is  )?e  hope 
of  iij.  Jjingges.  faf  is  to  say  for3euene8  of  synne 
and  fe  jiff,  of  grace  wel  f orto  doo .  And  fe  /  glorie  of 
heuene  vrip  )>e  w\dch.  god  shal  guerdon  man  for  his 
good  dedys.  [284]  and  for  as  moche  as  Ihe^i  Crist' 
jeueth  Ys  Jiise  jiftes  of  his  laiges  and  of  his  souereyn 
bounte.  f  erf  or  is  he  cleped  /  Ihesus  Nazarenus  rex 
iudeorum.  [285]  Ihesua  is  forto  seyn  Saueour  or  sa- 
uacion  on  whoom  men  shullen  hope  to  hauo  forjeuenesse  of 
synnes  whicfi  y&if  is  proprely  sauaciofl  of  synnes 
[286]  If  And  ]>erforo  seide  ]>e  aungel  to  losepb.  ]>owtvud<tff 
depest*  his  name  IhesuB  ]7at*  shal  saue  his  puple  from  her 
flynnes  [287]  And  here-of  seij)  Seint*  Petrer  H  Ther  nys 
noon  o])er  name  vnder  heuene  J>at<  is  jeue  to  eny  man 
by  whidi  a  man  may  be  saued .  but*  oonly  Ihesus  [288] 
Kazarenutf  is  as  moche  for  to  seyn  as  florsshinge  in 
which  a  man  shal  hope  }aif  he  ]>af  ^eueth  hym  remission 
of  synnes  shal  jeue  also  hym  grace  wel  to  doo  for 
in  ])e  floure  is  hope  of  fruyte  in  tymo  comynge  and  in 
foTjeuenesse  of  synnes  hope  of  grace  wel  to  doo .  [289]  I 
was  af  fe  door  of  ))ine  herf  seith  Ttietnia  and  cleped  forto 
entre.  He  ]>at<  opnejy  to  me  shal  haue  forjeuenesse  of 
synne  [290]  I  wil  entre  into  hym  by  my  grace  and 
Boupe  wij>  hym  by  J)e  good  werkes  fat*  he  shal  dofi 
which  werkes  bene  fe  foode  of  god.  and  he  shal  soupe 
wi])  mo  by  ye  grete  loie  paf  shal  be  3eue  to  hym  [291] 
Thus  shal  man  hope.  ])at*  for  his  werkes  of  penaunce 
god  shuld  )eue  hym  his  regno  as  he  bihote]>  hym  in  the 
gospel 

[292]    U    Now    shal    man    vnderstonde    in    which 
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maneTe  shal  be  ]>is  eontriGiof&  I  say  faif  it  shal 
bene  vniyersale  and  total  This  is  to  saie .  a  man  shal  bo 
yenej  repentaunf  for  al  his  synnes  jMtt*  he  ha]>  doon  in 
delite  of  his  fon^i? .  ffor  delite  is  ful  perilous  [293]  ffor  fet 
bene  twoo  /  manere  of  consentyngges  that^  oon  x)f  hem  is 
cleping*  consentynge  of  affectiofi  whan  a  man  is  meued 
to  do  synne  and  deliteji  hym  longe  forto  ])enk  on 
faf  synne  [294]  he  h&p  reson  aperceyned  /  ^wel  pat? 
if  is  synne  ajeinsf  )>e  lawe  of  goci  [. 

no  gap  in  the  If/SL]  al  pon^e 

his  reson  ne  consents  nof  to  doon  )>e  synne  in  dede. 
[295]  IT  3it*  seyn  somme  doctours  ])at^  suche  delite  ]»& 
dwelleth  longe  if  is  ful  perilous  al  be  if  neuere  so  lite 
[296]  And  also  a  man  shuld  sorowe  namely  for  al 
paf  euere  he  hap  desired  ajeinsf  pe  lawe  of  god  wip 
pa7'fite  consentynge  of  his  resoii .  ffor  perof  is  no  IT  doate 
paf  if  is  dedly  synne  in  pe  consentinge  [297]  [.     .    .    • 

no  gap 

in  the  MSJ]  and  into  dede.  [298]  Wherfore  I  say  paf 
mony  men.  ne  repenten  hem  neuer  of  such  pou3tes  and 
delices  ne  neuere  shryuen  hem  of  if.  buf  only  of  pe 
dede.  of  grete  synnes  outward.  [299]  wherfore  I  say 
pat  such  wicked  delites  and  wicked  pou3tes  bene 
subtile  bygylers  of  hem  paf  shullen  be  dampned  [300] 
If  More  ouere  man  ou^f  to  sorowen  for  his  wicked 
wordes  and  for  his  wicked  dedys  ffor  oertes 
pe  repentaunce  of  a  syngulere  synne  and  nojf  repenf  of  al 
her  oper  synnes.  or  ellis  repente  hym  of  al  his 
oper  synnes  and  nof  of  synguleie  synne  may  nof 
availe.  [301]  ffor  certes  god  almy^ty  is  al  good,  and 
perfoie  he  forjeuep  all  or  ellis  ri^f  noujf  [302] 
5  Anffiw<<»««./  and  hereof  seip  seynf  Austyne  IF  I  wote  certeynly  [303]  paf 
god  is  enemye  to  eueiy  synner  IT  and  how  pan  he 
paf  obseruep  oon  synne .  shal  he  haue  f or3euene8se  of  pe 
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lemenaiinf  of  his  o)>er  synnes.  Kay  [304]  IT  And  for])er 
ouere  /  contricion  shulde  be  woundes  soryM  and  ang- 
uiss&ous  and  )>erfore  jeuej)  hjm  god  pleynly  his 
meicye.  And  /  ))eTfore  whan  my  soule  was  angwisshpus 
wij^in  me  I  had  lemembrannce  of  god  f&if 
my  preieie  myght*  come  to  hym.  [305]  IT  fiercer  oner 
contriciofl  mosf  be  continue,  and  ^at*  men  han  sted- 
f asf  purpoos  to  shiyne  hym  and  f orto  amende  hym  of 
his  lif.  [306]  ffor  so^ly  fe  whiles  contntiofi  laste])  man 
may  haue  hope  of  for3eaenes.  And  of  ]>is  commep 
hate  of  synne.  ])af  destroie]>  synne  bo^  in  hym  self* 
and  eke  in  ofer  folk  af  his  powei*.  [307]  ffor  whiche 
8ei)>  daf«td  /  IT  3^  ]yaf  lonen  /  god  haten  wikkednes .  ffor  5 
treste])  wel  to  lone  god  is  forto  to  lone  ^af  he  loae]>. 
and  hate  j^at^  he  hate])  m 

[308]  IT  The  last*  ]>ing<  ]>at*  men  shal  vnderstond  in 
contriciofl  is  ^is.  wherof  availe])  contriciofl  IT  I  say 
f&if  somtyme  contriciofl  delyuere))  man  fro  synne. 
[309]  of  which  ])at*  dautd  aeip .  I  say  (qt^od  damd)  t 
])af  is  do  say  If  I  purpose  me  f ermely  to  shryve  me .  And 
^ou  lord  relesedest*  my  synne.  [310]  And  rijt^  so 
as  contrition   ^availeth   not*  wijK)uten  sad   purpoos  of 

shriff  [ no  gap  in  the  MS,^ 

or  Satisfaction  wijj-ont*  contricion.  [311]  And 
more  f  IT  Contricion  destroie^  ]>e  prison  of  helle 
and  maketh  it*  waike  and  feble])  ])e  strengthes  of  ^e 
deuels  and  restore]!  }>e  3ift*  of  ]>e  holy  goosf  and 
of  aii  Tertues  [312]  and  enterly  dense])  ])e  saule  of 
synne  and  delyuere])  ])e  soule  from  ])o  peyne  of  helle 
and  fro  ))e  company  of  deuels  and  fro  ])e  seruage 
of  synne.  and  restore])  [it]  to  dl  goodys  espirituefi  in- 
to ^e  company  [and]  comunyofl  of  holy  churche.  [313] 
And  fer])er  ouer  if  make])  hym  ])af  whilom  was  ])e 
sone  of  yre  ])e  sone  of  grace.  And  ali  thise  ])ingges 
he  prone  J)  by  holy  writt.  [314]  and  ferfore  he  ])at» 
wil     sette     his    entent*     to    /    ^ise     pingges    he    is 
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wis.  ffor  so]y  he  ahold  not*  ^an  in  al  his  liff 
haue  corage  to  synne  Buf  ))aii  his  body  and  al  his  hert* 
to  ])6  seruise  of  Ihe«u  crisf  and  perot  done  him 
homage.  [315]  ffor  certea  our  swete  lord  Ihesu,  cnsf 
ha])  spared  ys  so  /  deuourly  in  our  f olies  y&if  ^iif  he  ne 
had  plte  of  mannys  /  soule  a  sory  songe  myjt^  we  alle 
^vanvtd'  synge.  IT  Ezplioif  prixna  pars  penitencie.  Lieipit^ 
BeeuniA  I  pars  eiusddm ./ 


[316] 

IT  rilHe  seconde  parte  of  penitence  is  confessiofi 
JL  faf  is  signe  of  contriciofl  [317]  IT  Now  shul  je 
vnderstonde  what*  is  confessioft.  and  whedere 
it*  ou^f  nedes  to  be  or  noon,  and  whic& 
pingges  bene  conable  to  verrey  confession 

[318]  IT  fl&rsf  shalf  ]k)U  vnderstonde  paf  oonfessiofi  is 
verrey  shewinge  of  synnes  to  pe  preest*  [319]  pis  is  to 
sey  verrey.  ffor  he  mot*  confessen  hym  of  al  pe 
condicions  pat  bylongen  to  his  synne  as  ferforp  as  he 
can.  [320]  al  mote  be  seide  and  no  ping*  excused  ne 
hid  ne  forwrapped.  and  noujt*  auat^nte  him  of  his  good 
werkes .  [321]  IT  And  forper  oner .  It  is  necessary  to  vnder- 
stondd  whennes  pat*  synne  springep  and  how  pel 
encresen .  And  which  per  bene 

[322]  in  spryngynge  of  synnes.  as  seip  seinf  poule 
in  pis  wise .  /  f^  That*  rijf  as  by  a  man .  synne  entred  fursf 
into  pe  IF  worlde.  and  porghe  paf  synne  deide.  Iti3f  so 
pilk  deep  entrep  into  al  men  paf  synden.  [323] 
And  pis  man  was  //  Adam  by  whom  paf  synne  entred  into 
pis  worldl  whan  he  brak*  pe  comaundemenf  of  god. 
[324]  and  perfore  he  paf  firsf  was  so  myghty  paf  he 
shulcl  nof  haue  deyde.  bycame  suche  oon  pat  he  most^ 
nedys  dye  whedere  he  IT  ^  wol9e  or  noon,  and  al  his  progeny 
paf  is  in  pis  world!  paf  in  pilk  manere  synne  dyen  .[325]  Loko 
paf  in  pe  astate  of  Innocentys  V  whan  A[dam  a]nd  £ue 
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naked  weren  in  paradise .  and  no  ])ing<  shame  ne  hadden 
of  her  nakednesse.  [326]  How  paf  sexpenf  pat*  was 
mosf  wilj  of  aH  o])er  beestes  ])at*  god  hskp  maked 
seide  to  pe  womman  IT  Comaunded  god  to  30a 
30  shuld  not*  eten  of  eueiy  tree  in  paiadys  [327]  IT  The 
vomman  answerd  of  fe  fruyte  quod  she  of  ])e  trees 
in  paradise  we  feden  vs.  Buf  sojly  of  pe  firoyte  of  pe 
tree  Jaf  is  in  fe  myddel  of  paradys  god  for-bede  vs 
forto  ete  ne  not*  touche  if.  lest*  parauenture  we  shuld 
dyen  [328]  f^  The  serpent*  saide  to  J)e  womman.  nay. 
nay.  30  shullen  deye  of  dethe.  £for  so))  god  woote  ))af 
what*  day  ))at*  30  eten  peioi,  ^our  eien  shullen  open, 
and  30  shullen  ben  as  goddys  knowynge  good  [and]  harme 
[329]  IT  The  .  womman  seie  ])af  pe  tree  was  good 
to  fedynge  and  faire  to  pe  eyen  and  delitable  to  p& 
Bi3f.she  toke  of  ])e  fruyte  of  pQ  tree  and  ete  of  hit*./  and 
jaf  it*  to  her  husbonde  and  he  eete .  and  anoon  pe  eyen  of 
hem  bop  opned  /  [330]  and  whan  pat*  pei  knewe 
pat*  pei  were  naked  pe[i]  sewed  of  fige  leeues  in  manere 
of  breche  to  hideu  her  membres  [331]  IT  Here  may  30 
see  pat*  dedly  synne  hap  furst*  suggestion  of  pe 
feende  as  schewep  here  by  the  naddere.  And  afterward 
pe  delit*  of  pe  fles^  as  schewep  here  by  £ua.  And 
after  pat*  pe  consenting*  of  pe  resofl  as  schewep  by. 
adam  [332]  IT  ffor  trust*  wel  p03e  so  were  pat  pe 
fende  tempted  oon  pat*  is  to  sale  pe  flessh.  'And  /  pe 
flessh  had  deHte  in  pe  bewte  and  pe  froyte  deffended 
3it*  certes  til  pat*  reson  pat*  is  to  sayn  Adam  con- 
sented .  to  pe  etiQge  of  pe  fruyte  pat*  stood  hi3e  in  astate 
of  Innocence .  [333]  pilk  Adam  toke  •  pilk 
synne  of  OriginaH.  ffor  of  hem  flesshly  descended,  bene  we  all: 
and  engendred .  of  vile  and  comipte  matere .  [334]  And 
whan  pe  soule  is  putf  in  our  body,  ri^t*  anoon  is  con- 
tracte  origynal  synne.  and  pat*  was  eerst*  but*  only 
peyne  of  concupiscens  f  is  afterwanJ  bop  peyne  and 
synne.    [335]  And  perfore   be  we  att  ybom  sones  of 
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wieih  and  of  dampnaciofi  perdoiable  if  1^*11616  baptume 
fat*  we  receyuen  whic^  bynymej)  vs  fe  Culpe.  Buf  for- 
aop  pe  peyne  dwelle})  wijy  vs  as  fe  ^  temptacion  whicti 
peyne  hi)!^  concupissens .  [336]  And  })i8  concupissence 
whan  if  is  wrongfollj  disposed  or  ordeyned  in  man  if 
make]}  hjm  to  coueite  coueitise  of  flessft  flesshly  synne 
by  s^f  of  his  eyen  as  to  erfly  ]?ingges  and 
eke  couetise  of  hynes  of  pride  of  herf 

[337]  ^  ^^^  ^  to  speke  of  pe  fursf  Coneitiso 
pa,V  is  concupiscence  After  pe  lawe  of  our  membres 
pat  weren  lawfully  maked  and  by  rightful  lugge- 
ment*  of  god.  [338]  I  say  for  as  moche  as  man  is  nof 
obeysaunf  to  god  pui?  ia  his  lord  penio  is  his  fleissll  to 
hym  disobeiBaunt*  ])orghe  concupiscens  [ 

[339] 

»  ,  ,  no  gap  in  the  MS.]  if  is  impossible  buf  if  he  be 
tempred.  somtyme  in  his  fles^  and  anoyed  to  synne 
[340]  And  pia  pinff  may  nof  faille  as  longe  as  ))af  he  lyue]>  • 
if  may  wel  wexe  feble  and  feile.  by  vertue  of  baptemo 
and  by  pQ  grace  of  god.  fouighe  penitence.  [341]  buf 
fully  shal  if  neuere  quencho  ])af  he  ne  shal  som- 
tyme be  neued  in  hym  self,  buf  he  were  aH  refreyned  by 
aiknes    or    by    malefice    of    sorcerie    or    cold    drinkes 

irPuiviS/  [342]  ffor  whaf  aeip  seinf  Poule.  pe  flessb  coueiten 
ajeinf  ^e  1[  spirif .  and  pe  sprif  ajeinsf  pe  flessfi  ]>ei 
.  bene  so  contrarie  and  so  striuen  ^af  a  man  may  nof 
allway  as  he  wolde  [343]  ^  The  same  seinf  panle 
aftere  his  grete  penae^nce  in  water  and  in  lonci  in  water 
by  nyghf .  and  in  day  by  grete  perile  and  in  giete  peyne 
in  londe  and  enfamyne  and  thrusf  in  colde  and  cloj^es. 
&  onys  scorned  almosf  to  pe  depe.  [344]  ^if  seid  he 
alias  I  catiff  man.  who  shal  deliuere  me  from  pe  prison 

ITieraniBtif  of  my  catif  body  [345]  And  seinf  lerom  whan  he 
longe  tym  had  w5nned  in  deserte  where  as  he  had  no 
company.      buf       beestes.       wher       as       he       had 
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no  mete  but*  lierbes .  and  watere  to  his  drink',  ne  no* bed  / 
but*  ^e  naked  er]ra .  for  whiche  his  flessti  was  blak*  as  an  / 
Ethiopen  for  hete  and  neighe  destroied  for  colde  [346] 
jlf  seide    he.    ^e   brennynge  of  lecherie   boiled  in  al 
his  body.  [347]  Wherfore  I  woote  wel  sikerly  ^at*  J»ei 
bene  desceyued  ^af  saien  ^af  pei  ne  bene  not*  tempted  in 
ber  body.    [348]  Witnesse  of  seynt*  lame  Je  apostel.  1[iMobii«j^ 
)iaf  sd])  ^af  eueiy  wi^f  is  tempted  in  his  owne  con- 
cupiscence. ]>af  is  to  say  ))af  euericti  of  ys  ha]»  matere 
and  occasion  to  be  tempted  of  pe  noisshinge  of  synne 
})ati  is  in  his  body.    [349]  And  ))erfor  Beip  seinf  lo&n) Y XohaiifMi 
fe  Euaungelist*  IT  jif  ])at*  we  seyne  f af  we  be  wi]>-outen      ""^ 
synne  we  disceyuen  our  self .  and  troupe  is  not*  in  vs . 

[350]  Now  ^shuUen  jee  vnderstonde  in  what*  manere 
)>at<  synne  wexe]>  and  encresej)  in  man.  The  furst* 
})ing*  is  ])ilk*  norshyng*  of  synne  of  whic&  I  spak* 
byfom  filk*  concupiscens  [351]  and  after 
))at*  commef  ])e  subiecciofi  of  the  deuel.  ))is  is  to  saye 
the  deueles  bely  fi  whicBi  he  blowe))  in  man  fe  fire 
of  concupiscence.  [352]  H  And  aftere  fat*  a  man  by- 
J^enke])  hym  whedere  he  wil  doo  or  noon  ])ilk  ])inge 
to  whicti  he  is  tempted  [353]  and  ])an  if  ^at*  a 
man  wi))8tonde  and  waye  Off  ]>e  furst*  entisinge  of  his 
fles^  and  of  fe  feende  ))an  is  if  no  synne  And  if  if 
so  be  ])af  he  do  nof  soo  ^an  fele^  he  andn  a  flaumbe 
of  delite  [354]  and  ]>an  if  is  good  to  be  ware  and  to  kepe 
hym  wel.  Or  ellis  he  wil  falle  anon  into  consentyng*  of 
synne  and  ^an  wil  he  do  if  if  he  mowe  haue  tyme 
and  space.  [355]  And  /  of  ^is  matere  sei^  Moyses  by  YXbfMis/ 
fe  deuel  in  pia  manere.  The  fende  sei))  I  wil 
chace  and  pursue  ^e  man  by  wicked  suggestions 
and  I  wil  henf  hym  by  mouyng*  or  stiringe  of 
synne  And  I  wil  departe  my  prise  or  my  prey  by  de- 
liberacioten .  and  my  lusf  shal  be  accomplised  by  delite 
IT  I  wil  drawe  my  swerde  in  consentynge .  [356]  ffor  certes 
rijf  as  a  sweerde  departe))  a  ^iuge  in  twoo  peces  Ei^f 
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60  consenting'  departe]>  god  fro  man  and  than 
wil  I  sclee  hym  wi^  myn  honde  in  dethe  /  of  synne .  fm 
Beip  pQ  feende  [357]  ffor  ceites  })an  is  a  man  ai 
dede  in  saole  and  ])na  is  synne  conplised  by  tempt- 
acion  by  delite  and  by  consentuige  and  }wn  is 
synne  cleped  ^  auuiel  //  p  a  ^  ct  «■ »] 

[358]  ffor  80^   synne   is    in    two   maners    /    ei]^ 
if  is  venial  synne  or  dedly  synne .  IT  So])ly  whan  man  loue) 
eny  creature  more    ])an    Ihe^a  cnst*   onr   creature    |na 
is  if  dedly  synne  And  venial  synne  it  is  if  man  looe 
Ihe^a   crisf   ksse    ])an   hym   ou^te.    [359]   for   so])  ^ 
dede  of  pia  venial  synne  is  f ul  perilous .  ffor  if  amenuse) 
^e  loue  ^af  man  shuld  haue  to   god  more  and  mofre 
[360]  And  ]>erfor  if  a  man  charge  more  hym  self  wi^  mony 
such  venyal  synnes .  certes  buf  if  if  so  be  ]«f  he  som- 
tyme   discharge   hym   of    hem   by  shriff    fei   may  ful 
li^thly  amenuse  in  hym  al  ])e  loue  ])af  he  ha]y  to  Ihera 
crisf     [361]     and     pia     scipped     venial     into     dedly 
synne.  ffor  certes  fe  more  ))af  a  man  chaige]>  his  saole 
wi])  venial  synnes.  pQ  more  is  he  endyned  to  falle  in 
dedly  synne  [362]  And  )>erfor  laf  vs  naf  be  negligenf  to 
discharge  vs  of    venyal  synnes.   ffor    pe   prouerbe  sei^ 
))af   mony  smale  makop   a    grete.    [363]    And    barken 
p\a  ensample  A  grete  wawe  of  the  See  commejy  somtyme 
wi]>    so    grete   a    violence    ^af    if    drenche])    pe   shippe 
and    pQ  same    harme   doon   somtyme    pe  smale   dropes 
of    water    p&V    entre]>    ])orgh    a    litel    creues    into    pQ 
thorrok  and  into  pe  botme  of  pe  shipp.  if  men  be  so 
necligenf    ^at   men  ne  ^discharge    hem   nof   by  tyme 
[364]  And  ))erfore  al  Jyou^e  pere  be  difference  bytwixe 
piae   twoo    causes    of    drenching*,    algates    po   ship    is 
dreinf   [365]   H    Ri3b    so   fare  J   if  somtyme   of   dedly 
synne    and    of    annoyous    /    venyal   synnes    whan    ^ 
multiplie  in  a  man  so  gretly  p&i?  ^ilk  worldly  ^ingges 
^af    he    loue))    pOTgh    which    he    synne])    venyally    is 
as  grete  in  his  herf  as  ]>e  loue  of  god  or  more  [366] 
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And  Jerfor  f e  loue  of  euery  finge  J>at*  is  nof  bysette  in  god 

ne    doon    principaly    for    goddee    sake    al    pot    a    man 

loue  it*  lasse  J?an  god .  ^it*  is  if  venyal  synne .  [367]  And 

dedly    synne    whan    fe    loue    of    eny    frnge.    weief 

in  pe  hert*  of  a  man  as  moc&  as  pe  loue  of  god.   or 

more   [368]    more  dedly  synne    as    seij)  seinf   Austyfi .  IT  AagostijitM 

is  whan  man  tume))   his  herf  fro    god  whi(£    ]>af  is 

verrey  souereyne    bounte    faf    may  naf    chaunge.    and 

jeue])  his  herf  to  a  ))inge  ))af  may  change  and  flitte. 

[369]  and  certes  p&if  is  every  ])inge  sauf  god  only  of  heuene . 

fTor  so]>  is  ^if   |>at*  a  man  ^if  his  loue  fQ  which  )>at* 

he  owep  al  to  god   wi]>  al  his  hert*  ynto  a   creature. 

certes    as    moche    of    loue    as    he    jeueth    to    whiche 

creature  so  moche  pie]  byreue]>  fro  god  [370]  and  per- 

fore  doo]y  he   synne.   £for  he  }7at*   is  dettour  to  god  ne 

jelde])  nof  al  his  dette   to  god  fa.V  is  to  sayn  al  fe 

loue  of  his  hert 

[37 1]  U  IN"ow  sij^ens  a  man  vnderstondef  generally  which 
is  yenyol  synne.  ))an  is  it  conable  to  tellen  of  special 
synnes  which  ])af  mony  a  man  parauenture  ne 
demejy  hem  not*  synnes  ne  schryuen  hem  nat*  of  fe 
same  ]>ingges  and  jif  na]>elees  ]7ei  bene  synnes 
[372]  and  so])ly  as  clerkes  writen  )>is  is  to  say 
]>at  euery  tyme  ])at  a  man  ete]j  or  drinkej)  more  ^an 
suffiseth  to  pe  sustinaunce  of  his  body  in  certeyn  he  do]> 
synne  [373]  H  And  eke  whan  he  speke])  more  Jan 
it  nedej).  if  la  synne.  eke  whan  he  harkene]^  nof 
mekely  pe  complaynf  of  Je  poore.  [374]  eke  whan 
he  is  in  hele  of  body  and  wil  not*  fast*  whan  o^'e  men 
fast*  withouten  cause  resonable.  Eke  whan  he  sdepe]) 
more  )>an  nedel£  or  whan  he  commep  by  ))ilk*  enchesofl 
late  to  church  or  to  o])ere  workys  of  charite.  [375] 
Eke  whan  b<^sej)  his  wiff  wi]>-outen  souereyne  desire 
of  engendrure  to  honure  of  god.  Or  for  pe  entenf 
to  jeelde  to  his  wiff  pe  dette  of  his  body.  [376]  Eke 
whan  he  wil  not*  visite  pe  seke  or  )>e  prisoners  when  he  maye . 
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Eke  if  he  loue  wiflf  or  child  or  eny  worldely 
J^ing*  more  psin  leson  ieqmre]>.  Eke  if  he  flatere  or 
blauiidis8&  more  pan.  hjm  ou^t*  for  eny  necesdte./ 
[377]  H  Eke  if  he  amenuse  or  wijniniwe  pe  almeese  of 
pe  poor./  ^H  Eke  if  he  apparaiUe])  his  mete  more 
deliciously  ^an  nede  is .  or  ete  if  to  hastely  by  licourons- 
nesse  [378]  IT  Eke  if  he  tale  vanytees  at*  pe  churche  or 
af  goddes  s^ruise .  or  )>at*  he  he  a  talker  of  ydel  wordys 
of  foly  or  of  vilanye.  for  he  shal  jeelde  accoimtes  of 
it*  at  fe  day  of  dome  [379]  H  Eke  whan  he  bihote^ 
or  assure))  to  done  ]>ingge9  psA^  he  may^  not  perfonime 
U  Eke  whan  Jat*  by  lijtnesse  of  foly  [he]  myssde]) 
or  BcomeJ)  his  neighbour  [380]  H  Eke  whan  he  haj)  eny 
wikked  suspecion  of  ^inge  per  he  ne  wote  of  if  no  so)>- 
fastnesse  [381]  H  Thise  /  pvDgea  and  moo  wijH)ut»  nombre 

Y  AngtuHnui.   bene  synnes  as  seij)  seynf  Austyne 

[382]  IT  Now  shol  men  vnderstondo  ps.^  al  be  if  soo 
faf  noon  /  erpely  man  may  eschwe  ali  venial  synifes .  ^if 
may  he  refreyn  hym  by  pe  brennyng*  loue  pa,V  ho 
ha))  to  our  lorcl  Ih^^  crisf  and  by  preiers  and  confessioun 
and  o^er  good  werkes  so  ))af  if  shal  buf  litel  greue. 

ITXdtfm./  [383]  ffor  as  sei]y  seynf  Austyne.  If  a  man  loue  god 

in  such  manere  psi?  al  ))af  euere  he  dooj)  is  in  ]« 
loue  of  god  /  or  for  fe  loue  of  god  verreyly.  for  he 
brenne))  in  ^e  loue  of  god .  [384]  IT  loke  howe  moche  paJif 
a  drope  of  watere  )>af  iaHep  in  a  foumays  ful  of  fayr« 
annoyejy  or  greuc)>  so  moche  annoye])  a  venyal 
synne  ynto  a  man  paf?  is  parfif  in  pe  loue  of  Ihem 
crisf  [385]  IT  Men  may  also  refreyne  venyal  synne 
by  ^e  receyuynge  of  pe  precious  body  of 
Ihesu.  crisf  [386]  By  receyuyng*  eke  of  holy  watere. 
by  almes  dede.  by  general  confession  of  confiteor 
af  pe  mas.  af  complyne.  and  by  blessing*  of 
bisshoppys  and  of  preestes  and  by  other  good  werkes. 
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IT  Seqnitnr  de  septem  p^ooatis  mortalibtM .  mlicet 

de  Sup^bia .  ef  eorum  dependenc^js . 

oiroumstaiu^js  &  spectantibuB .  /. 

II  T^Tow  is  i1^  bilioaelj  ^inge  to  tellen  whicli  beno 
X 1  dedly  synnes  ])at*  is  to  say  Cayti&esse 
of  synnes  al  fei  renne  in  cooles.  but^  in 
dyuers  manera  IF  Now  bene  fei  cleped  Caytif" 
for  as  moche  as  pei  beno  cheef .  and  spryngen  of  aH 
oJ)er  synnes  [388]  Of  Je  roote  of  ^ise  vy.  synnes. 
pride  is  ^e  gsneial  lote  of  al  harmes.  £for  of 
]7is  roote  springen  certeyn  braunches.  as  Ire.  Enyie. 
Accidie,  or  sdoweiJi.  Auarice.  or  couetise  to  oomon 
vnderstondinge .  Glotenye.  and  lechery.  [389]  And 
euericb  of  piae  chie^  synnes  Yi&p  his  braunches  and  his 
twigges .  as  sbal  be  declared  in  her  chapiters  folowynge. 

[De  superbia.] 

[390]  And  ^ou^e  so  be  J^at*  no  man  can  /  telle  vtterly 
]»e  nombre  of  ye  twigges  and  of  fe  harmes  f^V  commeip  of 
pride,  jif  wil  I  shewe  a  party  of  hem  as  je  shul 
ynderstond.  [391]  Ther  is  Inobeiience  Anatmtinge . 
Tpooresie.  Despite,  arroiganoe.  Impmdenoe.  Swellinge 
of  herf.  Insolence.  Elacio«<ii.  Fertinaoie.  TeynglorieS 
InpadenceH  strif.  Contmnacie .  presnmoioun.  irrener- 
enoe  H  and  mony  anojjei^  twigge  ])af  I  can  not*  declare  [392] 
H  Inobedienf  is  he  ])ati  disobeie])  for  despite  to  fe  comaun- 
menf  of  god  and  to  his  souereyns  and  to  his  goostly 
fadere  [393]  H  Auaunt^our  is  he  ^t<  booste))  of  fe  harme 
or  of  fe  bonnte  ]>at*  he  ha])  doon  [394]  H  Ipocresie  is 
bee  ]7af  hide})  hym  to  shewe  hym  sucb  as  he  is.  and 
schewe])  hym  sache  as  he  is  not*  [395]  H  Dispitous* 
is  he  ])at*  ha^  disdeyne  of  his  neighbours  paV  is  to* 
sayn  of  his  euen  /  cnsten  or  ha)r  despite  to  doo  ]>at* 
hym  ou^t?  to  doo  [396]  H  Arrogance  is  he  Jaf  yenkep 
))af  he  ha])  ])ilk*  bountes  in  hym  that  he  ha])  not*,  or 
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wenej)  )>af  he  sliuld  hane  hem  of  his  desertes.  or 
ellis  pai?  he  deme]y  ^af  he  be .  ^f  he  nys  iiou3f  [397]  H  Im- 
pudent* is  he  f&if  for  his  pride  ha^  no  shame  for  his 
synne  [398]  IF  Swelling*  of  h^rte  is  he.  whan  a  man 
reioyse]y  hym  of  harme  ))af  he  ha]>  dofi  [399]  H  Inso- 
lenf  is  he.  paif  despise]!  in  his  luggemenl^  al  0^ 
folk  as  to  regaide  of  his  valewe  and  of  his  connynge .  and  of 
his  spekinge .  and  /  of  his  berynge  [400]  It  Elaciofl  is  whan 
]>af  he  ne  may  neij^er  sofire  to  haue  maistrie  ne  felawe  [401] 
f  Inpacienf  is  he  ])af  wil  not*  bene  ytan^f  ne  ynder- 
nome  of  his  vices  and  by  strif  werreie]i  /  trou))e  wittyngly 
and  defende]^  his  folye  [402]  H  Contymax  is  he  ))af 
^orghe  his  indignacion  is  i^einst^  enerich  auttoiiie  or 
power  of  hewi  J)af  bene  his  souereyns  [403]  H  Pre- 
sumpcion  is  he.  whan  a  man  takejy  an  emprise  fai 
hym  ou3f  not*  to  doo .  or  ellts  he  may  if  non^t  doo  and  ]>af 
is  called  Snrqnidrie  H  Lneuerenoe  is  whan  men  don^  naf 
honure  pet  as  hem  on3f  to  doon.  and  waiten  to  be 
leuerensed  [404]  II  Pdrtynacy  is.  whan  a  man  defende]^ 
his  f oly .  and  trastejy  to  moche  to  his  owne  witte .  [405] 
IF  Yeynglorie  is  forto  haue  pompe  and  delite  in 
temporel  heuynesse  and  glorifie  hem  in  worldly 
estates  [406]  II  langelynge  is  whan  a  man  spekejy  to 
moche  tofom  folke  and  dappe})  as  a  mylle .  and  take]»  no 
kepe  whaf  he  saip. 

[407]  and  jif  is  ]yer  a  privey  spice  of  pride  paJ^ 
waite])  first*  to  be  halowed  or  he  wil  be  salwed  al  be  he 
lasse  YfOTpi  pan  ]yaf  o))ere  is  parauenture  and  eke  he 
waitej)  or  desire))  to  sitte  or  to  goo  aboue  hym  in 
pe  way  or  kys  paze  or  bene  ensensed  or  goon  /  to 
ofi&inge  byfom  his  neighbour  [408]  and  sucb  [.    .    .     . 

no  gap  in  the  MS.']  a  proude  desire  to  be 

magnyfied  /  and  honoured  to  fom  pe  pnple. 

[409]  H  Nowe  befi  pete  twoo  maners  of  pride,  ^t^ 
oon   of  hem   is   wi]>-in    )>e   herte    ^of   man   and   pM 
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o}er    is   wi]K)uti«    [410]    IF    Of    whicli    sojly    ^e    for 

fieide  Jnngge^  and  moo  )>aii  I  hane  aeide  apptfrienaunte  to 

pride  ^t*  is  in  ])6  herte  of  man.  And  ^erto  0^  spices 

of    pride    bene    wi]H)uten    [411]    But*    na]>elees    oon 

of    ^ise   spices   of   pride   is   signe    of   ^af   oyer/    Bi^if 

^  /  pQ  g&7  leeueseli  atf  tanmrns  ib  signe  of  ]>e  wyne 

y&if  is  in  ^e  salere.   [412]  As  ))is  is  in  mony  )>ingge8 

as  in  specheand  incotmtenaunces.  And  in  ontiageous  aiayeof 

clo]iinge  /  [413]    for    certes  of   ^19  nad    he  no   synnc  f  Voted* ■apcf»> 

in  clo]iinge .  Crist*  wold  not*  so  sone  haue  noted  and  spoke  of  }^e  1 

clo])inge  of  ))ilk*  riclie  men  in  pQ  gospett  [414]  H  And 

as  sei]i  seynt^    Gregore.    ]>af   precious   clo]mig*   is   cou- 

pable  for  ^e  derj^e  of  hit*,  and  for  his  so]>ne88e  and 

for  hisstraungenesse.  and  for  hisdisgisenesse  and  for  J^esup^- 

finite,  or  for  fe  inordinate  scantnesse  [.     .    .     •    [415] 


no  gap  in  the  MS,] 

[416]  as  to  J»e  furst*  synne  ])at*  is  in  superfluyte  of 
do^inge  whicfe  y^if  m&kelp  it^  so  dere  to  harme  of  fe 
puple  [417]  ]Nit*  only  fe  cost^  of  enbrawdynge. 
pQ  degyse  endentynge  or  barringe.  owdyng*  palynge. 
or  bendinge.  and  semblable  waast*  of  clo^inge 
in  Tanyte  [418]  But*  ^r  is  also  costlewe  fiirringe  in 
her  gownes  /  so  modi  pownsenynge  of  ChiselB  to  maken 
holes,  so  mochel  daggyng*  of  sheres  [419]  for)) with 
the  Sfiper&njie  in  lengtH  of  ^e  forseide  gownes  tral- 
ynge  in  )»e  dunge  and  in  pe  myre  on  hors  anc^  eke  on 
foote  as  weL  of  man  as  of  womman  J-at*  al  ]^ilk 
tnullyng*  is  yenely  as  in  effecte  waasted .  consumed .  thred- 
baie  and  roten  wi^  dunge  raj^er  ))an  it^  is  ^euen  to 
fe  poor  to  grete  damage  of  JTe  forseiJ  poor  folk* 
[420]  and  pai  in  sondrie  wise  This  is  to  seyn.  ))e 
more  pAif  cLoop  is  waasted  ^e  more  mote  it*  cost^  to 
fe  pnple  for  pe  scaicenesse  [421]  H  And  fer^erouere 
if  it^  so  be  ^ai^  yei  wolde  )eue  suche  pounsoned  and 
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dagged  doj^ing*  to  pe  poor  folk* .  iif  is  not*  conaenienl^ 
to  were  for  her  estate  ne  soffisaunf  to  bete  her  necessite 
to  kepe  hem  from  ]>e  desperaimce  of  ]>e  finnament^ 
[422]  H  On  pB,t  oper  side  to  speke  of  )^at* 
disordyuaf  scantemesse  of  cloj^inge  as  bene  thise  Catted 
scloppes  or  hanselynes  ^f  ]K)igh  her  schoitnesse  ne 
keuere  nof  pe  shameful  membres  of  man  to  wikked 
entent*[423]  Alas  somme  of  hemshewen  pe  Shappeand  ]>ebote 
of  fe  horrible  swollen  menbres  paif  semeji 
like  to  ]>e  malady  of  himia  in  the  wrapping*  of  her  hosen . 
[424]  and  eke  pe  bnttokkes  of  hem  pat  faren  as  if  were 
pe  hynder  part*  of  assh^  ape  in  pe  fnl  of  pe  mone. 
[425]  And  more  ouer  the  wrecched  swollen  membres 
fat  ^1  /  shewe  ]>orgh  disgisinge  in  departinge  of 
her  hosen  white  and  ^  rede  seme])  {^af  half  hyre  shame- 
ful prive  membres  weren  flayn^^  [426]  and  so  be  p&V 
))ei  departen  her  hosen  in  o]>ere  4X»lours  as  is  white 
and  blak*  or  white  and  blewe  or  blak*  and  rede  and  so  / 
for]).  [427]  ))an  ne  semej)  if  as  by  variaunce  of  coloore 
^af  half*  pe  party  of  his  privey  membres  bene  corrapte 
by  pe  fuyr  of  seynf  Antonye  or  by  cancre  or  by  o])er 
such  meschaunces  [428]  IT  3if  of  pe  hyndere  parte  of  her 
bnttokkes  if  is  ful  horrible  forto  see.  for  certes  in  ^af 
party  of  her  body  per  as  ])ei  purgen  her  stynkinge 
ordure  [429]  ))af  foule  party  shewe  }^ei  proudely  to  pe  puple 
in  despite  of  honeste.  -which  honeste  ^f 
Ihe^u  cnsf  and  his  frendes  obserued  to  shewe  in  his 
lif  [430]  fl  ^ow  as  to  outragious  arsy  of  wommen 
god  woote  ])0U3e  pe  visage  of  hem  semen 
ful  chaaste  and  debonaire .  ^if  notefyen  ])ei  in  her  aray  of 
artyre  likerousnesse  and  pnde  [431]  H  I  say  nof  paV 
honeste  in  clo))inge  of  man  and  womman  is  vncon- 
able .  buf  certes  ^e  superfluite  or  pe  disordynate  scantite 
of  clo])inge  is  reproueable  [432]  IT  Also  pe  synne  of 
anomamenf  or  apparaile  in  pinggea  ])af  sppertenen 
to  ndynge .  as  into  mony  delicate  horses  ^af  bene  holden 
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for  delite .  Jaf  Jei  bene  bo  fairs .  fette  and  coetlewe .  [433]. 

and     also    mony    a    vicioiis     knaue     Meyntened     by 

cause  [of  hem]  and  in  to  curious  hamays  and  in  sadels .  In 

ciopouis  in  peytrellis  and  brideH  keuered  vrip  precious  • 

clo]>e   ^d    riclie    baires   and    plates    of    golde   and   of 

ailuere.    [434]    ffoi    which,    god    sei)'    by    Sakaiye    })e  v  ZMhada  pro- 

prophete  IT   I  wil  confounde  pe  rideis  of  suche  horses 

[435}  ^  '^^^  ^^^  taken  litel  lewardinge  of  fe  lydinge  of 

goddes  sone  of  heuene  and  of  his  hamays  whan  he  rode 

vpon    an    asse    and    had    noon    ofes    hamayes    but^ 

clo])es    of   his    poor    disciples,    ne   v[e]  ne    rede    nol^ 

])df  euere  he  rode  on  oper  heesif  //  [436]  I  speke  fun 

of    })e  synne  of  superfluyte  and  not*  for  ]>e  resonable 

honeste  whan   reson  it   require)^.   [437]  And   ferjjcr   / 

ouer  certes  pride  is  greUy  notefied  in  holdinge  of  giete 

mayne  whan  fei  bene  of  litel  profit*  or  of  ri^t*  of  no  profite 

[438]  And  namely  whan  pAt  Mayne  is  felenous  and  damag- 

ous  to  ye  puple  by  hardynesse  of  hie  lordship  or  by 

wey    of    office.    [439]    ffor    certus    such    lordes   foylen 

Jan    her    lordshipes    to    pe    deuel    of   helle    whan    Jei 

sustene  ]>e  wikkednesse  of  her  mayne  [440]  IT  Or  ellis 

whan   })ise   folk*  of  lowe   degree,   as   fUk   y&i?  halden 

ostelers.       sustene       pQ       pef\f       for       her       ostilers 

and      fskV     is      in      mony      ^  manors      of     disceytes. 

[441]  Thilk*  manure  of  folk*  bene  ye  flies  J^at*  folowen 

fe  honye  Or  ellis  fe  houndes  ])af  folowen  fe  CareyfL 

which  forseide  folk  strauglen  spirituelly  her  lordshipes. 

[442]  ffor  which  Jus  seij  Uauid  fe  p-ophet    IF  Wikked  YBa«idpr»- 

dej)  mote  come  on  Jilk  lordeshipes  and  [god]  jeue  Jat^ 

Jei    mote    descende   a   doune   into    helle.    ffor    in    her 

houses  bene  iniquitees  and  shrewdenesses  and  not*  god 

of  heuene.  [443]  And  certes  but*  if  Jei  done  amende- 

menf  Eijf  so  as  god  jaf  his  blessinge  to  Pharao  by  Je 

seruise  of  lacob .  &  to  Laban  by  the  seruise  of  loseph . 

Bi3f  so  god  wil  ^eue  his  malison  to  suche  lordshippes 

as  to  sustene  fe  wikkednesse  of  her  seruauntes  [.     .     .    . 
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.  .  no  gap  in  the  M8J]  [444]  H  Pride  of  ^  table  appere]^ 
eke  f ul  off .  for  certes  /  riche  men  bene  cleped  to  feestes 
and  poor  folk*  ben  putte  away  and  rebuked  [445] 
in  excesse  of   dyaers  metes  and    diynkes  and   namely 

Buche  manere  of  bake  metes  [ 

no  gap  in  the  M8.'\  and 

of  semblabled  waast  so  ^af  11^  is  /  abnsion  f  orto  jYonk*  [446] 
and  eke  in  grete  precioosnesse  of  vesadft  and  cnriosite 
of  Mynstralcie  by  ^  whidi  a  man  is  stiied  ^e  more  to 
delices  of  luxurie  [447]  If  so  be  y^Af  he  sette  lus  heit* 
lesse  vpon  our  lord  Ihem  crisf  certeyn  ii^  is  a 
synne  And  certeynly  )»e  delites  /  myji^  bene  so  grete 
in  )»e  caas  ])at^  men  my^l^  lijtly  £ille  by  hem  into 
dedly  synne  [448]  II  The  Espices  ]>af  sonrden  of  pride. 
so]>ly  whan  ^i  sourden  of  malice  ymagyned  and  avised 
and  f orn  cast* . .  or  ellis  of  vsage  bene  dedly  synnes .  i1^  is 
no  doute.  [449]  And  whan  \&,  sourden  by  freelte  vn- 
avised  sodeynly  and  sodeynly  wi^drawe  ajein.  aH  bene 
^ei  greuous  synnes  I.  gease  ])af  })ei  be  not* 
dedly  [450]  H  Nowe  myghf  men  aske  wherof  Jaf  pride 
Boarde]>  and  springel^.  And  I  say  somtyme  it^ 
springe])  of  ])e  goodes  of  nature  and  somtyme  of 
]>e  goodes  of  fortune,  and  somtyme  of  ye  goodes  of 
grace.  [451]  Certes  ]>e  goodes  of  nature  stonden 
in  y^  goodes  of  body  or  goodes  of  soule  [452] 
Certes  ])e  goodes  of  body  bene  hele  of  body 
strength  delyuemesse.  beute.  gentrie.  fi&aunchises 
[453]  ^  Goodes  of  nature  of  ^e  saule  bene  good  wij) 
sharps  ynderstondinge  sotile  engin  H  yertu  material .  good 
memorie  [454]  IT  Goodes  of  fortune  ben  richeses 
bye  degrees  of  lordshipes.  preisynges  of  )>e  puple  [455] 
U  Goodes  of  grace  bene  sciences,  power  to  sufi&e 
spiritueli  trauaile  beuygnitees  vertuous  contemplaciofi . 
wi])stondyng*  of  temptaciofi  and  semblable  ^ingges 
[456]  of  which  forseide  goodes  certes  if  is  a  ful  grete 
foly  a  man  to  priden  hym  in  eny  of  hem  alk.  [457] 
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Now  as  forto  speke  of  goodee  of  nature,  god  wote  Jyaf 
Bomtymd  ^we  ban  hem  in  nature  as  moche  to  our 
damage  as  to  oui'  profif  [458]  As  forto  speke  of 
helj^e  of  bodyf  certys  it*  passe]>  fill  lijtly.  and  eke  if 
is  fill  oft  encheson  of  ]»e  siknesse  of  pe  saule  for 
god  wote  ^e  flessb  is  a  fed  grete  enjmye  to  ^e  soule 
And  ^erfore  fe  more  ))at*  a  body  is  hool  ])e  more 
be  we  in  peiile  to  folle  [459]  V  Eke  forto  pride  bym  ia 
bis  strengbf  of  body  it*  is  an  hie  foly  for  certes 
^  flessli  coneite])  f^einst*  ye  spirit  And  ay  ^e  more 
stronge  ^af  ])e  flesi^  isf  ])e  sorier  may  ye  saule  be 
[460]  IT  And  oueral  yia  strength  of  body  and  worldly 
bardnesse  cause]>  ful  often  many  men  to  perile  and 
meschaunce  [461]  H  Eke  forto  pride  hjm  of  his 
gentrie  is  ful  grete  foly .  ffor  often  tyme  pe  gentry  of  ^e 
body,  bygynnej  J»  gentry  of  the  saule  And  eke  we 
bene  al  of  oon  fadere  and  al  of  00  modere .  and  al  we  be 
of  00  nature  roten  and  corrupte  bo))  riche  and  poor 
[462]  H  fifor8o)r  a  manere  gentrie  is  to  preise 
^af  apparayie]y  mannys  corage  wi])  vertues  of  moralitees 
and  make])  hjm  cristes  child  [463]  IT  ffor  treste))  wel  Jat» 
ouer  what*  man  ]yat*  synne  ha]>  maistrie  he  is  verrey 
cherle  to  synne. 

[464]  ir  Nowe  bene  fere  general  J)ingges  of  gentilnesses  • 
as  schewyng*  of  vices  or  ribawdiy  and  seruage  of 
synne.  in  worde.  in  werk.  in  contenaunce  [465]  & 
Ysyng*  vertu.  Curtesie.  and  clennesse  and  to  be 
liberal  ])at*  is  to  sayn  /  large  by  mesure.  ffor  ])ilk  pa,^ 
passen  mesure  is  foly  and  synne  [466]  IT  A  no]>er  is 
to  remembre  hym  of  bounte  ))at<  he  of  ofere  folk*  hap 
receyued.  [467]  AnoperQ  is  to  be  benigne  of  his 
sogette .  wher-fore  as  sei])  Senek .  Ther  is  no  ])inge  more  T 
conable  to  a  man  of  hie  estate  ^an  debonairte 
[468]  H  And  j^erfore  ^ise  flies  ]>af  men  / 
clepen  bees  whan  J^ei  maken  her  kynge  pei  chesen 
oon  pB,if  ha])  no  prikke  wherwi])  he  may  stynge  [469] 
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K  Anojier  is  a  man  to  haue  a  noble  liert<  and  a  diligent^ 
to  attejn  to  hie  yertuous  ^ingges  [470*  see  after  474  and 
Hengmt  and  Petworth  MSS. 


1  gregoriut 


eontra 

^  8ap«rbiam 


no  gap  in  the  AfS.] 

[471]  H  Certes  also  who  ])af  pride))  hjm  in  ]>e  goodes  of 
fortune  he  is  a  ful  gcete  fool,  ffor  somtyme  is  a  man  a 
fill  grete  lorcl  by  )>e  morowe  f  pa,V  is  a  wrecche  and  a  cajtif 

er  if  be  nyght<  [472]  And  somtyme  ]7e  [. 

no  gap  in  the  MS.]  delites  of  a  man  ben 

cause  of  ]>e  greuous  malady  ]7orgll  which  he  dyet^ 
[473]  Certes  ]7e  commendaciofL  of  fe  puple  is  som- 
tyme ful  fals  and  ful/  brutile  forto  tresf .  This  day  fei 
preise  to  morowe  pei  blame.  [474]  God  woote  desire  to 
haue  commendacion  eke  of  puple  ha]>  caused  de])e  to 
mony  a  bisy  man  [*47o]  Now  certys 
a  man  ^to  pride  hym  in  goodes  of  grace  is  eke  an 
outrageous  foly  for  J^ilk*  jiftes  of  grace  ]»f  shuld 
haue  turned  hym  to  goodnesse  and  to  medecyne.  tamep 
hym  to  yenym  and  to  confusion  as  seith  seynt  Gregor. 
[475}  ^  ^^^  sy))ens  ))at*  so  is  ))af  je  han 
ynderstonden  what  is  pride .  and  whi(£  bene  ]?e  spices  of 
it*  and  whennys  pride  sourde]?  and  springe]) 

[^The  Remedy  against  Fride.'] 

[476]  Kow  shal  ^eynderstonde  which  is  ))e  remedy  i^inst^ 
pride.  and  ^af  is  humilite  or 

mekenesse  [477]  ))at*  is  a  yertue  ])orgh  which  a  man 
haj)  yerrey  H  knowlecch  of  hym  self  and  holde])  of  hym 
self  no  pris  ne  deynte  as  in  regarde  of  his  deserter 
consideryng*  euer  his  fifoelte  [478]  II  Ifow  bene  J)er  thre 
maners  of  humilite.  as  humilite  in  herf  anno]>er 
in  mou]>  /  and  ])e  i^.  is  in  werkes 
[479]  ^  ^®  humilite  of  herte  is  in  iiij.  maners.  ])ai^ 
oon  is  whan  a  man  bolde]>  hymself  as  nou)t<  wor]» 
by-fore  god   in   heuene.    Ano))er   is    whan  he  despise]) 
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noon  ojer  man  [480]  U  The  iy.  is  whan  he 
rekketh  noujf  Joje  /  men  holde  hym  noujt*  worj  IF  The 
iiij.  is  whan  he  nys  nof  soiy  of  his  humiliacion  [481] 
If  Also  pe  humilite  of  mou])  is  in  4  J^ingges  In 
attempniie  speche  and  in  hnmblesse  of  speche.  And 
whan  he  byknowejy  -wip  his  owne  mon];  ])at*  he  is 
snch  as  hym  fenikQp  j^af  he  is  in  his  heit*.  AnoJ^er 
is  whan  he  pieisejy  pe  bonnte  of  ano);er  man  and 
no]7eng*  j^erof  amennse])  [482]  humilite  IF  Eke  in 
werki  is  in  4.  maneis.  The  fursf  is  whan  he  patte)^ 
o])eT  men  to-fom  hym.  The  secounde  is  to  chese  pe 
lowesf  place  oueiaH  The  ig.  is  gladly  to  assenf 
to  good  counsaile  [483]  H  The  4.  is  gladly  to  stonde  to 
pe  award  of  his  soueieyfl  or  of  hym  |>at*  is  hier 
in  degre  Gerteyn  J^is  is  a  grete  werk^  of  humilite . 

f  Be  Feooato.  Innidie.  ^ihism^if 

[484] 

Aftere  pride  wil  I  speke  of  pe  foule  synne  of  envie 
which  Jjaf  is  as  by  ]7e  word  of  pe  philisophre 
sorow  of  opere  mannys  prospcrite  And  aftere  pe 
word  of  seynf  Austyne.  if  is  sorowe  of  o|>er  mennes 
wele  and  loie  of  oper  mennys  harms  [485]  IT  This 
fotde  synne  is  platly  a3einst  pe  holy  goost*.  al  be  if  so 
^f  eueiy  synne  be  ajeinsf  pe  holy  goosf.  3if 
for  as  moche  as  bonnte  appertene])  proprely  to  pe 
holy  goosf.  and  envie  comme])  proprely  of  malice  ^er- 
fore  is  proprely  ajenisf  ^e  bounte  of  pe  holy  goosf 
[486]  H  Now  hajy  malice  \j.  spices,  p&i?  is  to  sayn 
hardnes  of  herte .  And  wikkednesse  or  ellis  pe  flessh  of 
a  man  is  so  blynde  ]>af  he  ^considere])  nof  phi?  he  is  in 

synne  [ no  gap  in  the  MS.I  which 

is  pe  hardnesse  of  pe  deneH  [487]  U  Thaf  oj^ere 
spice  of  envie  is  whan  ])af  a  man  /  werre])  tronj^e 
whan  ])af  he  wote  ])af  if  is  trou])e.  And  eke  whan 
paf  he  werreie])  pe  grace  of  ])af  god  ha])  jene  to  his 
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]iei3botiie.  and  al  ])]fl  is  by  envie  [488]  Certes 
])an  is  envie  ]>e  woisf  syime  J^af  is.  ffor  Boply 
al  oyer  syimes  bene  somtjme  i^ein  00  special 
Tertne  [489]  Buf  certes  envie  is  f^einsi*  iUe  yeztaes 
and  of  all6  goodnesses  for  i1^  is  sory  of  afie 
bonntes  of  neighbour,  and  in  fw  manere  if  is 
dyuers  from  alld  maner  synnes.  [490]  ffor  wel  vnne])e8 
is  pet  eny  synne  ]»at*  if  ne  hap  Bomme  delite  in  hym  self 
sauf  only  envie  ])at*  ener  h&p  in  [hymjself  angnys^  and 
sorowe  [491]  H  The  spices  of  envie  bene  J)ise.  fet  is 
f uist  soiowe  of  o]>er  mennys  goodnesse  and  of  her  proa- 
perite  [.  . .  no  gap  in  the  MS,"]  is  kyndely  matere  of  loye . 
]»an  is  enuye  a  synne  a^einst*  kinde.  [492]  H  The 
seconnde  spice  of  envie  is  loie  of  o]>er  mennys  harme. 

[• 

.  .  no  gap  in  the  MS."]  [493]  Of  ]ns  seconnde  spice  oommej^ 
bakbitynge  [.  .  no  gap  in  th4  M8.'\  or  detiacciofi  and  ]»t 
ha])  ^'.  spices  as  thusf  IF  SomTTie  man  preise]»  his 
nei3bour  by  a  wikked  entenf .  [494]  for  he  make]» 
alway  a  wikked  knotie  af  the  lasf  ende.  alwey  he 
make])  a  but*  af  pe  lasf  ende.  ]>af  is  digne.and  mora 
blame  than  wor])e  is  al  the  plesinge  [495]  IF  The  seconnde 
spice  is  paf  if  a  man  be  good  and  do])  and  8ai]»  a 
])inge  to  good  entenf  ])e  bakbiter  wil  tame  al  ])e 
goodnesse  vp  so  dotm  to  his  schrewde  entenf  [496] 
IF  The  iij.  is  to  amennse  pe  bounte  of  his  neigh- 
boTiie  [497]  IF  ])e  .4.  spice  of  bakbityng<  is  ])is. 
])af  if  men  speke  goodnesse  of  a  man  inl  pe 
bakkbyter  sayn  parfay  such  a  man  3if  is  bette  ])an  he 
in  dispreysinge  of  hym  thaf  men  preise  [498]  IF  The 
.V.  spice  is  forto  consenf  gladly  barken 
])e  harme  ])af  .  men  speken  of  o])er  folk*,  ^is 
synne  is  ful  grete  and  ay  encrese))  after  pe  wikked 
entenf  of  ])e  bakbiter  [499]  IF  aftere  bakbitynge  comme]> 
gmcchynge  or  murmnraunce  and  somtyme  if  springe^ 
of   inpacience    a^einsf   god    and    somtyme  i^einst  man 
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[500]  A^einsf  god  if  is  whan  a  man  gniccheth  i^einst 
fe  peyn  of  hello  or  a^einsf  poueit*  or  losse  of  catett 
or  a3eiBst  reyne  or  tempest*  or  ellis  gracGhe]^  ^af  ahrewes 
han  prosperite.  or  ellis  good  men  han  ad- 
nersite.  [501]  and  alld  thise  Jyingges  shuld  men  suf&e 
paciently.  for  p^  commen  by  the  ri3tful  luggemenf  and 
oidinaunoe  of  god  [502]  If  Somtyme  ^commep  grucchinge  of 
auarice  as  ludas  grucched  ajeinst  pe  Mawdelene  whan 
she  ennoynted  pe  hede  of  onre  lorde  Jhesu.  crisf  wi]>  her 
precious  oynemenf  [503]  This  maner  of  murmui'  is  such 
as  whan  men  grucchen  of  goodnesse  and  f&i?  men  selue 
done  er  ^at*  o]>er  folk  doon  of  her  owne  CateH  [504] 
If  Somtyme  commep  murmur  of  pride  /  as  whan  symon 
ye  phiiyse  grucched  ajeinst  Maudeleyn.  whan 
she  approched  to  Ihe^u  crisf  and  wepte  af  Ids  fete  for  her 
synnes.  [505]  And  somtyme  if  sourde])  to 
envie  whan  man  diskeuere]^  a  mannys  harme  ])af  was 
pryyey  or  herep  hym  /  on  honde  ]»inge  J^af  is  £eJs  [506] 
If  Murmui*  eke  is  off  amonges  seruavntes  pai?  grucchen 
whan  her  souereynes  bidden  /  hem  to  doon  leeful  pingges . 
[507]  and  for  as  moche  as  ]»ei  dura  nof  openly  say  nay.  ne  vnj^ 
saye  the  comaundementz  of  her  souereyfl .  ^f  wil  pel  saye 
harme  and  gruccha  and  murmure  priuely  for  veirey 
despite.  [508]  which  wordes  men  clepe  pe  deuels 
Patar  noster,  Thou^e  so  he  ])af  pe  deuel  had 
neuere  Pater  nostet,  buf  pSkV  folk*  jeuen  if  such 
a  name.  [509]  Somtyme  if  comme^  of  Ire  or 
of  prire  hate  ]>af  norsshetili  rancoui'  in  herf  as  afterwarcl 
I  shal  declare.  [510]  pBSi  comme])  eke  bittemesse  of 
herf  parg'^  whi(^  bittemesse  euery  good  dede  of  his 
iiei3bou]:'  aemep  to  hym  bitter'  and  vnsauery  [511] 
Than     comme])     discord     pa,i?     Ynbynde]^      al     maner 

of  firendship  Than  comme]»  scomynge  of  [ 

^  no  gap  in  t?ie  MS]  loB  nel^' 

t>oui'  al  doo  he  neuer  so  wel  [512]  II  Than  comme]> 
accusinge  as  whan  a  man  seke];  occasion  to  annoyen  his 
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neighboui'  whic&  ])ati  is  like  fe  craft  of  pe  dead 
]»af  waite]»  bo)y  ny^t*  and  day  to  accusen  vs  all^ 
[513]  V  Than  commeth  malignite  ])oig&  whicK  a  man 
annoye])  his  neighboni'  prively  if  he  may  [514]  And  if  he 
no^f  ne  may  algate  his  wikked  ville  ne  shal  not*  wante. 
as  f orto  brenne  his  hoos  priyely .  or  enpoysen  or  sdeen  / 
his  beestes  and  semblable  ])ingge8 

U  Kemedium  contra  Innidiam  [fivm  the  margin] 

[5 15]  IF  Kow  wil  I  speke  of  fe  remedie  ajeinsf  fis  fonle 
synne  of  Envie  %  ffiisf  is  ]>e  loue  of  god 
principal  and  louyng*  of  hym  self  anci  of  his  neighbour .  ffor 
Boflj  faif  oon  ne  may  nof  be  wijH)uten  faif 
o]>eT  [516]^  And  trosf  wel  ])af  in  ]»  name  of  ]d 
neighbooi'  ])ou  shalt*  vnderstonde  ])e  name  of  pi 
broker  ffor  certes  al  we  ban  00  fader  flesshly.'and  00 
Modere  ^that*  is  to  say  Adam  and  Eve  and  eke  00  fadeie 
spirituel  ])at*  is  to  say  god  of  heuene  [517]  Thine 
neijbouie  art*  }on  holden  forto  louen  And  willen  hjrm  al 
goodnesse  and  ]>erfore  seij)  god  loue  ])ine  neigboui'  as 
]yine  self  ^at  is  to  say  to  saluacioiL  bo]>  of  lif  and  of 
saule  [518]  And  more  ouer  ]»ou  shalf  loue  hym  in 
won}  and  benigne  amonesynge  and  chastisynge 
and  conf orte  hym  in  his  anoyes  and  prey  for  hym  wi^ 
al  pine  hert  [519]  H  And  in/  dede  ]k>u  shalt*  loue  hym 
in  such  wise  ]yat*  ]70u  shalt  done  to  hym  in  charite 
as  ]»ow  woldesf  men  did  to  pine  owne  perBone. 
[520]  &  perfore  pow  shalf  nof  done  hym  no  damage 
ne  wikked  worde  ne  harme  in  his  body  ne  in  his  catel 
ne  in  his  saule  by  entising*  of  wikked  ensample.  [521] 
pow  shalf  nof  desiren  his  wif  ne  noon  /  of  his  pingges 
U  Vnderstonde  eke  paf  in  pe  name  of  pi  neighboure  his  com- 
prehended his  enemye.  [522]  Certes  a  man  shal  loue  his 
enemye  for  pe  comaundmentz  of  god  And  eopely  pi 
frende  shalf  pou  loue  in  god.  [523]  I  say  pine 
Enemye  shalt  pou  loue  for  goddis  sake  by  his  comaundo- 
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xnent*.  ffor  if  if  were  leson  ]}at*  man  shuld  hate  his 
enemye.  foiso]>  god  wold  not*  receyue  vs  to  his  lone 
Jaf  bene  his  enemyes  [524]  a3ein8f  iij  manere  of 
wTongges  ])at*  his  enemye  do])  to  hym  he  shal  do  fre 
fingges  as  J>us.  [525]  A3einst  hate  and  rancour  of  herf 
he  shal  loue  hym  in  herf .  A^einsf  chidynge  and  wikked 
wordes .  he  shal  prey  for  his  enemye .  A^einsf  pe  wikked 
dede  of  his  enemye  he  shal  doon  hym  bounte  [526]  ffor 
crisf  sei]).  Loue])  30ure  enemyes  and  preie])  for  hem 
f&V  speke])  30U  harme  And  eke  for  hem  )^af  30U  chasen 
and  purswen  and  dol£  bounte  to  hem  ])af  yow  haten 
H  Loo  ])us  comaunde])  vs  our  lord  IhesvL  crisf  to  doo 
to  oure  enemyes.  [527]  ffor  so])ly  nature  dryuef  vs 
to  loue  our  firendes.  And  parfay  oure  enemyes  han 
more  nede  to  loue  ])an  our  frendes.  and  pei  ])af 
more  nede  haue  certes  to  hem  shal  men  doo  good- 
nes.  [528]  and  certes  in  ])ilk'  dede  haue  [we]  remem- 
braunce  of  Je  loue  of  Ihesvi  crisf  ])af  deyed  for  his 
enemyes.  [529]  And  in  as  moche  as  pUk}  loue  is  pe 
more  greuous  to  pe^fourme  so  moche  is  more 
grete  fe  merite  And  pcrfore  the  louyng*  of  our 
enemye  h&p  confounded  Je  venyme  of  fe  deueH. 
[530]  ffor  ri3f  as  pQ  deuel  is  discomfited  by  humilite 
ri3f  so  is  he  wounded  to  the  deej  by  pQ  loue  of  oure 
enemye  [531]  Certes  fan  is  loue  fe  medecyne  paf 
chaseth  out  pe  ve^nym  of  Elivie  fro  mannys  herte  [532] 
The  spices  of  Jis  pas  shullen  be  more  largely  declared  in  her 
chapiters  folowinge 

^  Jh  Ira  f  /  [from  the  margin] 
[533] 

Aftere  Envie  wil  I  declare  pe  synne  of  Ire  ffor 
sofly  who  Jaf  ha])  Enuye  vpon  his  neijboui* 
anoon  comonly  he  wil  fynde  hym  matere  of 
wretB  in  worde  or  in  dede  a^einsf  hym  to  whoom 
he  ha])  envie   [534]  And  as  wel  cowmef  Ire   of  pride 
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as  of  enaje.  ffor  Bofly  he  ^f  is  pToude  or  envious 
is  lijtly  WTOO J 

[535]   This  syzme  of   Ire  afteie  pe  descrinyiige   of 

%  I  AntMiffaMt  seint*  Austyne  is  wikked  witt  to  bene  auenged .  by 
woide  or  by  dede  ||  [536]  lie  aftere  ])is  Philisophre  is 
pe  vement*  blood  of  man  yqnykked  in  his  herf  forglS. 
which  he  wil  /  harme  to  hywi  fat*  he  hate]> .  [537]  ffor 
certes  fe  herf  of  man .  by  eschawfynge  and  moovinge  of 
his  blood  wazef  so  trouble  psif  he  is  out*  of  att 
lugemenf  of  resoun  [538]  H  But  je  shullen  /  ynderstonde 
f&if  Ire  is  in  two  manors  pat*  oofll  of  hem  is  good  and 
Jjaf  ojer  is  wikked  [539]  The  good  is  by 
lalousie  of  goodnesse  ]»oigh  ]>e  whid&  a  man  is  wro^ 
ynf  wikkednesse  [.     .     .     .    no  gap  in  the  AfSL]  And  J^er- 

^m9im$,i  for  seith  ^  wise  man  j^af  Ire  is  bette  ])an  play  [540] 
This  Ire  is  wttA  debonairete  and  i1^  is  wioo]>  wijh 
outen  bittemesse  not  wro]»  a^einst^  )»e  man  but* 
wroo]>  yriy  ]>e  mysdede  of  ])e  man.  As  seif  ])e 
prophete  datmi  Iraseimini  &  nolite  peooare  [541]  V  Now 
ynderstonde  ])af  wikked  Ire  is  in  two  moners 
])af  is  to  seyn  sodeyn  Ire  or  hastif  Ire  wi]K>uten 
avisemenf  and  consentynge  of  his  resofi  [542]  )>e  menyng< 
and  ])e  sens  of  ])is  is  Jiaf  pe  resoil  of  a  man  ne  con- 
sent* not*  to  J^ilk*  sodeyn  Ire  and  fan  is  if  venial 
[543]  Ano])er  Ire  is  ful  wikked  fat*  commef  of 
vilany  of  herfce  avised  and  <»st*  bifore  wif  wikked  wiH 
to  do  vengeaunce  and  ferto  his  reson  consentef .  and 
so  Bofly  fis  is  dedly  synne  [544]  II  This  Ire  is  so  dis- 
plesaunt  to  god  fat*  it  troublef  his  hous  and  chasef  fe 
holy  goost*  out*  of  manne  saule  [. 

.  .  no  gap  in  the  M8J\  [545]  and  putte  in  hym  fe  lik- 
nes  of  fe  deuefi  and  bynymmef  fe  man  fro  god  faf 
is  his  rijtfufi  lorde  [546]  This  Ire  is  a  ful  giete 
plesaunce  to  fe  deu^.  for  it*  is  fe  deuels  fomays 
fat*  is  eschauffed  wif  f e  fuyre  of  hello .  [547]  ffor  certes 
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as  fuyre  is  more  myjiy  to  distroye  erjly 
])ingge8  ^an  another  element*  Rijf  so  Ire  is  myjty  to 
destroye  ail:  spiiitnel  ])ingge8.  [548]  Loke  howe  )>at^ 
fire  of  smale  gledys  thaf  bene  almost*  dede  vnder  asshen 
wollen  quyk^ke  ajein  whan  pei  bene  touched  vnp 
bremstone  "Biyt^  soo  Ire  wil  enermore  quikke  a-^ein 
whan  i1^  is  touched  by  pride  ^1^  is  kered  in 
mannys  hert*.  [549]  ffor  certes  fire  may  nof  come 
ouf  of  no  pinge  hnif  if  it^  were  first*  in  pe  same  ])ing« 
natnrelly  as  fire  is  drawen  onf  of  pe  flyntes  wi^  Steele 
[550]  And  ri^f  so  as  pride  is  often  matere  of  Ire 
Bight*  so  is  ranconre  norssher  and  keper  of  j)e  [55 1]  Ther  is 
a  manor  of  tree  as  B&ip  seint  Isodere  ]»af  whan  menYHN'w 
maken  fire  of  pUk  tree  and  keuere])  pe  cooles  of  it*  with 
asshen  so])ly  pe  fayre  of  it*  wil  last*  last*  al  a  ^ere  or  more 
[552]  IF  And  ri)t*  so  iaieip  it*  of  rancour  whan  he  is 
onys  conceyued  in  pe  hertis  of  somme  men .  Certeyne  it*  wil 
last*  p^rauenture  from  oon  /  Ester  day  til  anoper 
day  or  more  [553]  But*  Certes  piJk  man 
is  fill  ferte  from  pe  mercy  of  god  al  piik  while 

[554]  H  In  piB  forsaide  deuels  fomays  ]>er  foorgen .  thre 
shrewes  Pride  pe,if  aH  blowejy  and  encresej^e 
pe  fire  by  pride  and  wikked  wordes.  [555]  Than 
stanf  Envie  and  holde]»  pe  bote  yren  yppon  pe  hertes 
of  man  wi]>  a  peire  of  longe  tongges  of  longe  Bancour 
[556]  and  ])an  stanf  pe  synne  of  contynnynge  or 
strif  and  peesf  and  batere]»  and  forge])  by  lileyns 
reprouyngges  [557]  H  Certes  pis  cursed  synne  annoye]) 
bo)>e  pe  man  hym  self  and  eke  to  his  neighbour, 
fibr  so^ly  al  IF  most*  al  pe  harme  p&if  eny  man 
doJ)e  to  his  neighboure  comme])  of  wrattl.  [558]  fibr 
certes  outrageous  wra])e  do]>  afi  ]»at*  euer  the 
deuel  hym  comaunde]»  for  he  ne  spare])  nei^ 
crisf  ne  his  swete  modere  [559]  And  in  his  out- 
rageous angre  &  Ire  alias  alias  ful  mony  one 
af    )^af    tyme    fele^    in    his    /    herte    ful    wikkedly 

PETWORTH  649  (6-T.  68S)        [i]Mft87»l»ck] 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


8IZ-TEXT  634 

650  GROUP  I.  §  S.  pabson's  talb.  Petworth.  MS. 

bo])    of    crist*    and    of    afi    his    halowes.    [560]    Ib 

noif  piB  a  cursed  yice  [. 

no  gap  in  tJie  MS.]  bis  debonaire 

wif  espirituefi  (^af  abulde  kepen  bis  saule  [561] 
Certes  if  hjgyimep  eke  goddys  dieu  loidsbip  and 
ysiV  is  mannjs  saule  and  fe  loue  of  bis  neigbouis 
If  strive))  eke  alday  s^einsf  ])e  trou])e.  If  r&aeip  hjm  ^ 
<£uiete  of  bis  berf  and  subuerte)>  bis  saule 

[562]  U  Of  Ire  commen  j^ise  stynkinge  engendmres. 
ffirsf  bate  ])af  is  olde  -wreipe  di8cor<}  ])oigb  vrhictL 
a  man  forsake])  bis  olde  frende  ])af  be  ba])  loued  ful 
longe.  [563]  and  ]»n  commep  w&rte  and  eueiy 
manere  of  wronge  ];at  man  doHi  to  bis  neigbbour  in 
body  or  in  cateH  [564]  IF  Of  ])is  cursed,  ^synne  of  Ire 
comme])  eke  mannys  sclaugbter^  And  vnderstonde])  wel  ])af 
bomycide  ])af  is  mannys  sclau3tere  is  in  dyuers  wise  Some 
manereof  Omycide is espirituel and somTTie is bodely .  [565] 
Spiritud   mannesslaugbter   is    in   yj.   ])ingge8    ffirsf  by 

irXohaMMt.  bate  as  sei])  seinf  lobn.  Tbaf  be  ])af  bate]?  bis  bio])er 
is  an  bomicide .  [566]  [Homicide]  Is  eke  by  bakbytinge.  of 

irsaionuui  wbicbe  bakbiters  sei])  Salomon.  ])af  ])ei  ban.  twoo 
Bwerdes  wiib  wbicb  ])ei  sdeen  ber  neigbbours.  ffor 
so])ly  as  wikked  is  to  bynyme  bis  good  name  as 
bis  liff  [567]  H  Omycide  is  eke  in  ^euynge  of  wikked 
coonsaile  by  fraude  as  forto  ^eue  /  counsaile  to  array 
wikkedly  custumes  and    taliages   [568]    Of  wbidi  sei]) 

iridem  Salomon  H  lyoun  rorynge.   bere    bungry  bene  like  to 

cruel   lordsbippes  in  wi])bolding*  or  a-breggynge  of  pe 

Sbepe  or  pe  biie  of  fe  wages  of  [. 

no  gap  in  the  MS.]  \>q  almesse  of  poor  folk* 

[569]  ffor  wbicb  ]>e  wise  man  seij)  ffede])  byw  |)af 
almost  die])  for  bunger.  for  8o])ly  buf  ^u  fede  hym 
])ou  sdeesf  bym.  and  alle  ])ise  bene  dedly  synnes  [570] 
Bodyly  mansclaunter  is  wban  ]jou  scleesf  bym  wij>  fi 
tunge  in  opere  manera  as  wban  pou  comaundesf  to 
sclene  a  man  or  ellis  ^euesf  bym  counsaile  to  scleen  a 
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man.  [571]  Mansdaughtere  in  dede  is  in  foure  maneis 
Thaf  con  is  by  laws  Ri3t  as  a  lustice  dampne]^ 
hjm  ]»af  is  copable  to  pe  dee]»  Bnf  laf  fe  lustise 
be  ware  ^af  he  do  it^  ri)tfdlly.  and  ])at<  be  do  if  nof 
for  delif  to  spille  bloode.  buf  for  rijtwis- 
nesse.  [572]  Anopere  homycide  is  doon  for 
necessite  as  whan  a  man  sclee];  aaoper  in  bis  defendaonf 
and  ]»ati  be  may  noon  o])er  wise  eskape  for  bis 
owne  de^e.  [573]  Buf  certeynly  if  be  may  eskape  wij>- 
ouf  sclaugbtei^  of  bis  aduersaiy  and  scle]ye  bym 
be  do^  synne  and  be  sbal  bere  penaunce  as  for  dedly 
synne  [574]  H  Eke  if  a  man  by  caas  or  auenture  sbete 
an  aiowe  or  casf  a  stone  wi]>  wbicbe  be  sclee];  a  man 
if  is  bomycide  [575]  fl  Eke  if  a  womman  by  necligence 
ouerlei^  ber  cbilde  in  sdepinge  if  is  bomycide.  and 
dedly  synne.  [576]  Eke  wban  a  man  distourbe])  con- 
oepciofll  of  a  cbilde  or  make^  a  womman  barayn 
by  drynkinge  of  venemous  berbes  )K)rgb  wbicfi  sbe  may 
nof  conceyue  or  sdee])  a  cbilde  by  diynkes  or 
ellis  putte]>  in  certeyn  material  pinggea  in  ber  secre 
places  to  sle  |»e  cbild  [577]  or  ellis  do^  ynkinde 
synne  by  wbicti  man  or  wom^man  sbede]»  bis  nature 
in  manere  or  in  place  ]9er  as  a  cbilde  may  nof  be  con- 
ceyued  or  eUis  if  a  womman  ba]»  conceyued  and  borte 
be[r]  self  and  sclee]»  ber  cbilde  }if  is  if  bomycide 
[578]  H  Wbaf  say  we  eke  of  wommen  ]»af  Mordren 
ber  cbildren  for  drede  or  worldly  sbame  certes  an 
borrible  bomicide  [579]  Homicyde  is  eke  if  a  mon  ap- 
procbe])  to  a  womman  by  desire  of  leccberie  ])oigbe  wbic&  fe 
cbilde  is  peisbed  or  ellis  tanjief  a  womman  witingly 
^orgh  wbidi  sbe  lese^  ber  cbilde  aXt  )»ise  bene  bomy- 
cides  and  bonible  dedly  synnes  /  [580]  jif  commej)  J>erof 
Ire  and  mony  moo  synnes  as  wel  in  worde  as  in  ]K)U3f  and 
in  dede  as  be  ])af  arette])  vpon  god  or  blame])  god 
of  finge  of  wbicb  he  is  bym  self  gilty  or  dispisef 
god  and  aH  bis  balowes  as  done  piae  cursed  basardours 
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in  dyneiB  cuntrees.  [581]  fia  cureed  synne  doon  yd 
whan  fei  felen  in  her  kert'  M  wikkedly  of  god  and 
hia  halowes  [582]  H  Also  whan  ]>ei  treten  yniBoerantly 
fe  saciamenf  of  ye  antere  Thilk^  synnea  ia  so  grate 
ya,if  Yimeyea  may  it*  be  relesed  but*  j>af  mercy  of 
god  passe]?  his  werkea  if  is  so  grete  and  he  so 
benigne.  [583]  Than  commoy  of  Ire  attry  Angre 
whan  a  man  [is]  sharpely  amonased .  in  his  shiift  to  for- 
lete  synne  [584]  y&n  wil  he  be  angry  and 
answere  hokerly  and  angerly  or  defende  and  excuse 
his  synne  by  ynstedfastnesshe  of  his  flesA  or  ellia  he 
did  it*  forto  holde  company  with  wise  felawes.  or 
ellia  he  sei{)  ye  fende  entised  /  hym  [585]  or  ellia  he 
did  if  for  his  jou^e.  or  ellis  complexioil  is  so 
conagions  that*  he  may  not*  forbere.  or  ellis  if  ia  hia 
destanye  as  he  seiji  vnto  a  certeyn  age.  or  ellia  he 
aeiy  hif  comme^  hym  of  gentilnesse  of  his  owneestres 
and  semblable  )»ingges  [586]  H  Alle  ^ise  manere  folkes 
so  wrappen  hem  in  her  synnes  ^f  ^ei  ne  wol  nof 
delyuere  hem  self.  So])ly  no  wi^f  ]»tf  exctiael 
hym  wilfully  of  his  /  synne  may  nof  be  delyuered  of  her 
synne  til  ]}af  he  mekely  byknowe)»  his  synne  [587] 
H  Aftere  ]>af  eommey  sweringe  ]>af  is  ezpresse 
ajeinsf  ye  comaundemenf  of  god.  and  yia  bifalle]^  off 

irTeKtai  of  anger  and  of   Ire  [588]    God  sei^    you   shalt    nof 

take  ^e  name  of  yi  lorde  god  in  veyn  nor  in  ydefi  ^  Alao 

ir  XttOiMtf        our  lorde  Iheau  crisf  aeiy  by  ye  worcl  of  seynf  Maihewe 

[ .     no  gap  in  the  MS.]   [589]  ITe  wil  je 

nof  swere  in  al  manere.  Kei])Qr  by 
heuene  for  if  is  goddes  trone .  ne  by  ])e  er]>e  for  if  is  ^ 
benche  of  his  fete  ^ne  by  leru^okm  for  if  is  ^  cite  of 
a  giete  kynge  Ne  by  pine  hede.  for  yoxL  maisf  nof 
make  an  heer  white  ne  blak*  [590]  £uf  aeip  by  ^onf 
^ee  3ee.  and  nay  nay  aOid  whaf  ]»f  ia  more 
if  is  eueH  ])us  seith  ciisf  [591]  IF  ffor  cristes  sakene  swere^ 
nof  so    synfully  in   dismembringe    of   crisf    by    aoole 
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herie  bonys  and  body  for  ceries  ii^  Bemsf  )»tt^  }e 
fenlk  yai?  ]»e  curaed  Iwes  ne  dismenbred  /  hjm  nouji^ 
ynoiije  ^e  predous  persone  of  ciisf  Bul^  ;e  dismembien 
hym  more  [592]  And  if  so  be  ])af  ])e  lawe  com- 
pelle  )oa  to  /  arwere  fan  lewlej)  jon  after  pe  lawe  of 
god  in  jOTire   sweryng*   as   seij  leremye    i^.   cape^lo. 

[     .     • no  gap  in  the  MS,"]  Thou  Tlmwi»«qiwpto 

shalf  kepe  thre  condicions.  Thou  shalf  swere  in  trou])e 

in  doom  and    in  rijtwisnesse    [593]    This    is  to  saynir innu« !» 

TBTitetBiii  Indioio 

^ou  shalf  swere  soo]».  for  euery  lesii^^e  is  ajemsf  cnsf «( lurtu^  [«afiM 

ffor    crisf   is    verrey    trou))e    And    J>enk    wel    Jis    ff^^^^^^^the 

euery    grete  swerer    nof    compelled    lawfully  to    swere ^Jjg*^^*^^- 

j)e  woonde  shal  nof  departe  fro  his  hous  J)e  whiles  he^i^****] 

Yseth  sucli  ynlieful  sweringe  [594]  H  Thow  shalf  swere 

eke  in  doom  whan  fow  arte  constrayned  by  fi  domes 

man  to  witnesse    pe   troujie    [595]  H    £ke    ])0U  shalf 

nof   swere    for    envie    ne    for    fauoui*    ne    for    mede 

but         for        rijtwisnesse        for        declarynge        to 

worship     of     god     and     in     helping     of     ])ine     euen- 

eristen      [596]       And      J^rfore      euery      man       fa,V 

iakep   goddis    name     in    ydel    or    falsely    swere])    mp 

his    mou^  or  ellis   iskep  on    hym   ]>e    name  of    ciisf 

to  be  called  a  eristen  man  and  lyue]>   a^einsf  cristes 

lyuyyng*  and  his  techinge  alle  fei  taken  goddes  name 

in   yd^   [597]   ^   Ijoke   eke  whaf  sei]»   seinf    Petere  YFotnu*./ 

Actutf    4^    Non    esf    aliud    nomen    sub    coelo.    Ther 

nys  nofi  o^er  name  &ap  seinf  Peter  vnder  heuene  yjeuen 

to    men    in    whidi    fei    mote   be    saued    J^af   is    to 

seyn  buf  in  ]ie  name  of  Ihe^u  crist  [598]  H  Take  kepe  eke 

how  ]>af  fe  precious  name  of  Jhesa  cnsf  as  seip  seynf  paulo 

Ad  philipense^  2®  In  nomtn^  Ih^^u  &cetera .  Thaf  in  ])e  1  Ad  pMHpww 

name    of    Jhesn   euery    knee    of    heuenly    creatures   or 

erply    or    of    helle    shuld    bowen    for    if    is    so    hi^e 

and  so  worshipfutt  thaf  ^e  cursed  fende  in  helle  shuld 

tremblee      to      heren      if      nempned      [599]       tiban 

Bcmep   if   faf   men   J>af   sweren  /  so   horribly   by   his 
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blessed  name  p&tf  ^ei  dispisen  it^  more  boldely 
pan  did  pe  cursed  Iwes.  or  ellis  pe^  deuel  ]>af 
tremble)^  whan  he  here^  his  name 

[6oo]  11  Now  certes  8i]>ens  Jaf  swerjnge  but?  it  be 
doo  al  lawfully  is  holy  defended  me  The  wors  is 
forswering*  f alsly  •  and  jit  nedelees . 

[6oi]  What  say  ^we  eke  of  hem  ])at^  deliten  hem 
in  swerynge  and  holden  if  a  gentrye  or  a  manly  dede  to 
swere  grete  opea  And  what*  of  hem  ^af  of  verrey 
vsage  no  cessen  nof  to  swere  grete  opea  al  pe  cause 
not*  worj)  oon  straws  Certes  Jus  is  horrible  synne  [602] 
swering*  sodeynly  wiJ>-out*  avisemenf  is  eke  a 
synne  [6o3]1I  But* lat*ysnowe  goo  to  j^illc  horrible  and  cursed/ 
swerynge  of  adiuraciofi  and  coniuraciofi  as  doii  }>ise  fals  en- 
chauntours  or  nigromanciens  in  basyns  ful  of  water  or 
in  a  brijf  swerde .  in  a  sercle  or  in  a  f  uyre  or  in  a  shulder 
bona  of  a  shepe  [604]  I  can  nof  seyn  buf  psAf  pel 
doon  cursedly  and  H  dampnably  ajeinsf  crisf  and  al  pQ 
f  ei)>  of  holy  church . 

[605]  What*  say  we  of  hem  ])af  byleuen  on 
dyuynales  as  by  flijf  or  by  noys  of  briddes  or  of  beestes  or  of 
sorte  by  Egrimauncye.  by  dremes.  by  chirking* 
of  doores  by  gnewyng*  of  rattye  or  crakinge  of  bowses 
and  such  maner  wrecchednesse  [606]  Certes  al  pia 
ibynge  is  defended  by  god  and  by  holy  churche  for  // 
which  ])ei  bene  acursed  to  J^ei  come  to  amendemenf 
])af  on  such  fil])e  setten  her  byleue  [607]  H  Charmes 
for  woundes  and  maladies  of  men  or  of  beestes  if  ]iei 
taken  eny  e£fecte  if  bene  perauenture  ])af  god  suf&e]) 
if  for  folk  shuld  jeue  pe  more  faiye  and  reuerence  to 
his  name 

[608]  If  Now  wil  I  speke  of  lesyngges  which  gener- 
ally is  fals  sigtaiyfiaunf  or  woord  in  entenf  to  deceyuen 
his  euen  cristen  [609]  H  jSome  losing*  is  of  whicK 
per  commep  noon  auattntage  to  no  wijf  and  somme  lesyng* 
turns])    to   fe   ease    eipes   profif    of    a    man    and    to 
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damage  of  a  noper  man  [6io]  A  no)>ere  lesing  is 
for  to  saue  his  liff  or  Lis  cat^ .  Aaoper  lesynge  commef 
of  delit*  forto  lye  In  wbicH  delite  Jei  willen  /  foige  a  longe 
tale  and  peynte  if  wi)y  aH  circumstannces .  wher 
alio  )>e  grounde  of  pe  tale  is  fals  [6ii]  IT  Some  lesynge 
commep  for  he  wil  sustene  his  voxel  and  some  lesing« 
Gommetii  of  lecchelessnesse  wtt^uten  avisemenf  and  Sem- 
blable  pmgge8 

[612]  H  Laf  YS  nowe  touche  pe  vice  of  fflaterie 
whic&  ne  C07nme]»  not*  gladly  buf  for  drede  or  for  coneityse . 
[613]  fflateiy  is  generally  wrongfuH  presinge.  fflater- 
exs  bene  pe  deuel  norrces  ])at  norshe)^  his  chylldren 
yrif  my  Ik  of  losengry.  [614]  ffor  so]>  seijy  Salomon  ff 
]»at*  flaterie  is  wors  pan  detraccidn.  ffor.  somtyme  de- 
tracciofi  make]»  an  hannteyn  man  be  pe  more  humble, 
ffor  he  dredej)  detracdofi  Bat*  certes  filaterye  make]) 
a  man  to  Tn^haunten  lus  herfc*  and  his  countenat^nce 
[615]  H  fOaterers  bene  ^e  deuels  Enchaunters  for 
)»ei  make  a  man  to  wene  of  hym  self  be  like  ptA?  he 
nys  not*  like  [616]  Thei  bene  like  ludas  p&if  bytnded 

[ no  gap  in  the  MS.'\  a  man  to  seUe  hym 

to  his  enemye  ])at*ia  to  ])e  deneH  [617]  If  Iflaterers  bene 
))e  deuels  Ghapileyns  )»af  synggen  euer  Placebo 
[618]  I  rekken  fiaterye  in  ]>e  vices  of  Ire,  ffor  oft 
tyme  if  a  man  be  wroo]»  vnp  a-no])ere  ])an  ml 
he  flater  some  wi^t*  to  susteyne  hym  in  his  quereli: 

[619]  Speke  we  now  of  such  cursyng*  as  commej) 
ouf  of  yrous  herte  H  MaHsoufi  may  be  seide  generally  Euery 
maner  power  of  harme  such  cursyng*  byreue]>  man  fro 
))e  regno  of  god.  as  sei]>  seynf  paule  [620]  And  offY 
tyme  sucK  cuising*  wrongfully  retoumeth  i^ein  to 
hym    )»af    curse]^    as    a    brid    retoume]^    a3ein    to    his 

owne  nest^  [^^^l  -^^  ^^^^  ^  ^^ff  ™^^  ^^ 
eschewe  to  curse  her  children  and  ^eue  to  ]>e  deu^ 
her  engendrure  as  ferfor]»  as  in  hem  is  H  Certes  if  is 
a  grote  perile  and  grete  synne . 
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[622]  Lat<  ys  ysxL  speke  of  chidynge  and  repioche 
whidi  bene  grete  woundee  in  mannys  hert  ffoi 
^i  vnaewen  fe  semes  of  ffirendship  in  numnys  hert^. 
[623]  ffor  certes  vnnej^es  may  a  man  pleynly  ben 
aocoided  -mf  hym  ]»at*  haf  hjm  openly  tevyled  and 
reproued  and   disclaondred  ]»is   is   a  ful   grisly  synne 

Y  TflKtMf./  If  And  cnst*  sei])  in  fe  gospeil  [624]  H  And  take  kepe  nowe 
])af  he  paf  leproue])  his  neighbour  eipere  he  leproae)^ 
hym  by  som  hanne  of  peyne  ^at*  he  ha^  on  his  body, 
as  meseH  cioked  harlot*  or  by  some  syime  ]>at*  he  do^ 
[625]  H  Now  if  he  reprone  hym  by  haime  of  pq^ 
])an  tume])  ^  prophete  to  Ihesa  Crisf .  ffor  peyne  is 
seni^  by  pe  r^twis  sonde  of  god  and  by  his  suffiniance 
be  11^  meseliye  or  maym  or  maladie  [626]  and  If  he 
reprone  hym  yncharitably  of  synne  as  ]x>a  hnllottr  ym 
dronklewe  harlot^  and  so  for])  fat  app6rtene]»  ^ 
to  fQ  roioysyng*  of  fe  deneH  ])at^  euer  ha^  ioye 
)>at*  men  dofi  synne  [627]  H  And  certes  chyding*  may 
nol^  come  but*  of  yileyns  hertes.  ffor  after  fe 
habundaunce  of  ])e  hert*  speke])  ))e  mou^  fol  oftP 
[628]  And  ^e  shuUen  vnderstonde  )Mtf  loke  by  eny  way 
whan  eny  man  shal  chastise  a  no^r  pe^^  he  be  wars 
fro  chydyng*  or  reprouynge  ffor  trewly  but?  he  be 
ware  he  may  ful  li^tly  quykken  p&  fyre  of  angre  and  of 
wretth  which  ^af  he  shuld  quenche.  and  perauentoro 
sclce])     ^him     ])af     he     myjf     chastise     ivip     benyg* 

%  BaiMMa./  nyte  [629]  II  ffor  as  sei])  Salomon  H  The  amyable  tonge  is 
pe  tree  of  lif  ^1^  is  to  saye  of  lif  apirituel.  and 
a  disselaue  tonge  sdee])  p&  spmV  of  hym  ^1/ 
reprone])  and  eke  of  hym  ^t*  is  reproued  [630]  II  Loo 

nAaguHiHiu.i  whaf  aaip  seinf  Austyfi  IF  Ther  nys  no  ^inge  ylike  pB 

^PMdu./  deuek  child  as  he  ])af  off  chide])  V  Seynt  Poule  aei^ 
eke U I  ])e  Seroaunte  of  god  by-hone^ not* to  chide.  [63 1]  and 
howe  ])at*  chydyng*  is  a  yileyna  ^inge  bytwix  al 
manere  folk.  }it*  ia  if  certes  most*  vncosnablft 
by-twix  a  man  and   his  wiff.  for  per  nys  nener  resl^ 
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V  And  l^erf or  sei^  Salomon  H  An  hou8  ^f  is  vnkeneied  y  i 
in  leyn  and  dropping*  and  a  chidyng*  vnS  bene  ylike 
[632]    a    man    ]ratt*   is    in  a  dropping   bous    in  mony 
places,  tbey  bee    escbewe    ye  dropping*  in    oon   place 
it*  droppeji  on  bym  in  a  no])er  place  H  So  faiep  if  be 
a   cbiding  "wiff.   but*  sbe  cbide  bym  in  oo  place  abe 
wol  cbide  bym  in  Buofer  [633]  And  ])erfore  better  is^i 
a   morsel    of    brede  witb    loye    pan    an    bons    fnl    of 
delices    vnp    cbidynge    seip    Salomon     [634]    H    And 
ponle  6ei]»  0    36   wommen    be    }e    snbiectys    to    3onie  y  Puim./ 
bnsbondes  as  byboue)^  in  god.   And  30  men  lone]?  jours 
iryres.  Ad  colonisenses  .3^ 

[635]  H  Afterward  speke  we  of  scomynge  wbicb  is  a 
wikked  synne  And  namely  wban  be  scome])  a  man  for 
bis  good  werkes.  [636]  for  certes  sucbe  scomers 
faren  like  }e  fonle  tode  ^ai*  may  nof  endnre  to 
smett  ^  swete  sanonr  of  ^e  Vyne  wbaf  if 
florssKe)^  [^37]  ^  Tbise  scomers  bene  partyng*  felawes 
-wiy  ye  dendft.  for  yd  ban  loie  wban  ye  deuel 
wynnep  and  sorowe  wban  be  leaey  [638]  H  Tbey  bene 
aduersaxies  to  Ihesu,  crisf  for  ^ei  baton  y&^  be  loue]» 
])af  is  to  say  sanadofll  of  saule 

[639]  H  Speke  we  nowe  of  wikked  connsaille .  ffor  be  ])af 
wikked  connsaille  jeuetK  is  a  tndtonr .  ffor  be  disceyue]^ 
bym  )»af  truste])  in  bym  Yf  Acbitofel  de  Absolonem 
H  £af  nal^elees  jif  is  if  wikked  coonsaile  ffirsf  ^einsf  bym 
self  [640]  for  as  eeiy  ye  wise  man  Enery  fals 
lynyng*  ba]»  bis  propro  in  bym  self  ]>af  be  ])af 
witt  anoy  ano]»er  man  be  annoye]»  farsf  bym  self. 
[641]  And  men  sbnllen  ynderstonde  ])at  man  sbal  nof 
take  bis  connsaille  of  fals  folk  ne  of  to  angxy  folk  or 
greuons  folk*  ne  of  folk  )»af  lonen  specialy  to  mocbe  ber  owne 
profite  ne  to  modi  worldly  folk  namely  in  coimsailling* 
of  sanies 

[642]  If  Now  commey  ye  synne  of  bem  ))af 
maken  discorde  amonges  /  folk  wbicfi  is  a  synne  )^af 
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crisf  hate])  vtterly  and  no  wonder  is.  ffor  he  deyed 
forto  make  concorde .  [643]  And  more  shame  done  fei  tp 
cristD  i))an  did  ^ei  ^at*  bjm  crocified  flfbr  god 
loue]y  better  paif  frendship  be  amonges  folk*  "^^an 
he  did  his  owne  body  ^e  which  he  ^af  for  ynitees. 
therfore  bene  Jiei  likned  to  fe  deuel  )ra1^  ener  ia 
about*  to  make  discord 

[644]  IT  Now  comme])  ]»  synne  of  double  tunge.  such 
as  speken  faire  to-fore  folk  and  wikkedly  behynde  or 
ellis  pei  /  maken  semblaunf  as  foufe  fei  speken  of 
good  entencioli  or  ellis  in  game  and  pley  and  ^it*  ]^ 
speke  of  wikked  entent 

[645]  H  Now  Qommep  bywreying*  of  counsaille  ]K)igh 
which  a  man  is  defamed  Tnne)>e8  may  he  restore  f^ 
damage 

[646]  U  Now  commep  manace  ]yat*  is  an  open  foly  ffor 
he  ^af  open  manase])  he  trete^  more  pan  he  may 
p^orme  ful  often  tyme 

[647]  H  Now  oommep  ydel  wordes  ^af  is  wi]}-oaten 
prefite  of  hym  J^af  speke^  pe  wordes.  and  eke  of  hym 
J>af  harkenef  J)00  wordes  //  or  ellis  ydel  wordes .  ben  / 
)>oo  ])af  bene  nedelees  or  wi^-outen  entenf  of  naturel 
prefite.  [648]  and  al  be  if  paif  ydel  wordes  be  som- 
tyme  venial  synne  ^if  shuldf  men  doute  hem,  for  we 
shullen  ^eue  rekenyng^  of  hem  to-fore  god 

[649]  H  Now  comme])  langelynge  p&if  may  nof  come  wi^ 
Y  SaiMMai  oute  synne .  And  as  sei])  Salomon  IT  If  is  signe  of  a-perf 
foly  [650]  and  J^erfor  a  phUisophre  seide  whan 
a  man  asked  hym  how  men  shulde  plese  pe  puple. 
And  he  answerd  to  mony  good  werkes  and  speke  fewe 
langelynggs 

[651]  II  After  ^is  comme]}  pe  synne  of  Tapes.  |»it^ 
bene  deuels  apes .  for  pel  maken  folk  to  lauje  at^ 
her  laprie  as  folkes  doon  af  pe  gaudes  of  an  ape. 
Suche  lapes  defende]>  seinf  Poule  [652]  II  Loke  how 
pnV     vertuous     wordes     and      hooly     conforten     honi 
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^af  travaillen  in  pe  seroise  of  criste  "Bi^^  so  conforten 
fe  vileyns  words  and  knakkes  of  lapeis  hem  ]>af 
trauaillen  in  fe  servise  of  ])e  deneti  [653]  U  Thise  bene 
^  synnes  /  ])af  commen  of  fe  tunge  ^af  commen  of  lie 
and  of  other  synnes 


[^Remedies  against  Ire."] 

[654]  ^  Tho  remedye  a^einsf  Ire  is  a  vertue  faf  men 
depen  mansuetade  p&if  is  debonairete  and 
eke  a  nother  yertue  fat  men  clepe  pacience  [....« 
no  gap  in  the  MS,] 

[655]  II  Debonairte  wifdrowef  and  refireynef 
fe  styryngges  and  fe  meuyngs  of  mannys  corage  in  his 
heif  and  such  manere  p&t  )>ei  ne  skippe  not*  ouf  by 
anger  ne  by  Ire  [656]  sufiraunce  sa£&e^  swetly  al 
^e  annoyaunces  and  ^e  wrongges  ]»at*  men  doon  to  a  man 
putward  [657]  U  Seinf  lerom  sei^  pMB  of  debonairte  ?l"m^w«it 
paf  hif  doo])  noon  harme  to  no  Tn^t*  ne  seip  for  noon 
harme  ^at*  men  hym  done  ne  sayn  He  ne  eschannge^  noujt^ 
a^einst*  his  resoii.  [658]  This  vertue  som  /  ^somtyme  commeip 
of  nature  IT  fifor  as  aeip  )>e  philisophre ,  A  man  is  a  quyk 
^inge  by  nature,  debonaire  and  treteable  by  goodnes 
Buf  whan  debonairte  is  enfourmed  by  grace,  it 
is  Je  more  worJ> 

[^59]  ^  Pacience  ]}af  is  ano)>er  remedye  ajeinsf  Ire 
is  a  yertue  paf  sufie^  swetely  euery  mannys  goodnesse 
and  is  nof  wor]>  for  non  harme  )>af  is  doon  to  hym 
[660]  K  The  philisofre  sei])  ]>af  pacience  is  ]yilk 
yertue  ]}af  sufire^  debonairly  aU  )>e  outrages  of 
aduersite  and  euery  wikked  worde.  [661]  This  yertue 
make^  a  man  like  to  god.  and  make^  hym  his 
owne  dere  childe  as  sei])  crisf .  This  yertu  discomfite]> 
]?ine  enemye  And  J^erfore  eeip  fe  wise  man  If  ]k>u 
wilt  yenquyssh  ])ine  /  ennemye .  leme  to  sufEre  [662]  And 
^u  shalf  ynderstonde  )>at  a  /  man  sufireth  four  maner 
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of  greuaunoe  in  ontwardf  Jyingges.  i^ekust  whic&  foiue 
he  mote  haue  iiij.  maaers  of  padences ./ 

[663]  K  The  fuist  greuaunce  is  of  wikked  wordes. 
fUk  gireoatmce  eufftep  Ihesa  crista  wi^uten  gracchisge  fid 
paciently  whan  )>e  Iwes  despised  hym  and  reproueden  hjiH 
fnl    off    [664]    Safire    ]K>a   ])erfoxe   paciently.    ffor   fe 

Y  8i|»i«tM  wise  man  eke  self  H  If  ]K>a  stiyne  vi)>  a  fool  ]M>nghe 
fe  fool  be  wio]).  or  ^i^e  he  lauje  algate 
]K>a  ahalt^  haue  no  rest.  [665]  Thal^  o]»er  greaofoioe 
outward  is  f orto  haue  damage  of  ^i  catett  5[  Ther  ajeinstP 
suffred  crisf  f ul  paciently  whan  he  was  dispoilled  of  al 
Jjaf  he  had  in  this  liff  and  ^t^  nas  but^  his  dojws 
[666]  H  The  i\j.  grenaunce  is  a  man  to  haue  harme  in 
his  bodye.  and  I>at'  sofi&ed  crist*  fdl  paciently  in  alt  his 
passioft  [667]  H  The  iiij.  greuat«nce  is  in  an  outrageous 
laboui'  in  werkes.  wherfore  I  say  ]>at^  folk  ^1^ 
maken  her  seruataites  to  travaille  to  greuously  or  oui^  of 
tyme  as  in  holy  days.  Bdplj  )>ei  doon  grete  synne, 
[668]  Here  a^einst^  sufEred  crisis  ful  paciently  and 
taught*  vs  patience  whan  he  bare  rpon  /  his  blessed 
shuldet'  )>e  crois  vpon  which  he  shuIJ  suf&e 
dispitous  deep,  [669]  Here  may  men  leme  to  be 
pacient*.  ffor  8o])ly  nof  oonly  cristen  men  bene  padent^ 
for  pe  lone  of  Ih^^u  crisf  and  for  guerdoCl  of  fe  bliase 
of  heuene  and  of  pe  blisful  liff  )>af  is  perdurable  Buf 
certes  pe  olde  paynyms  peAf  neuere  were  cristen  eom^ 
menden  &  yseden  )>e  vertue  of  pacience 

%nno9ophmi  [670]  A  philisophre  vpon  a  tyme  ])af  woUd  haue 

beten  his  disciple  for  his  grete  trespace .  for  which  he  was 
gtetly  ameued  and  bror^t*  a  ^eerd  to  Scoure  ]» 
'cbilde  [671]  and  whan  pe  childe  s^h  pe  jeerde  he 
seide  to  his  maist^  whaf  wil  30  doo.  I  wil  bete 
pe  quod  his  maistere.  for  J^ine  correctioun.  [672]  ffor  so^ 
quod  pe  childe  30  oujf  first*  conecte  ^onie  eel^  feAf 
h&p  lost*  3oure  pacience  for  pe  gilt*  of  a  childe. 
[673]  ffor  Bop  quod  )>e  maister  al  wepinge  ffH 
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saiest*  )»e  w>6p,  Haue  ]K>a  pe  jerde  my  deie  sone  and 
oorrecte  me  for  myn  Inpacience  [674]  H  Of  pacience  conimeth 
obedience  poTgU  whicli  a  man  is  obedien  to  crisf  and 
into  alle  hem  to  whicll  he  oa3t^  he  obedient*  in  criat* 
[675]  and  vnderstonde  wel  f&i?  obedience  is  parfite 
whan  men  doon  gladly  and  hastely  vnp  good 
herf  entierly  al  )>at*  he  shuld  do.  [676]  Obedience  / 
generally  is  to  perfot«rme  fe  doctrine  of  god  and 
of  his  souereins  to  whiche  hym  ou^te  to  bene  obeysatml^ 
in  al  njtwisnesse 

H  De  jfeooato  aooidi^  [from  margin] 

[677] 

Aftere  ^  synnes  of  Envie  I  vfil 
speke  of  )>e  synne  of  Accidie,  ffor  Envie 
biynde]}  )>e  hert^  of  a  man.  And  Ire  troubleth 
a  man.  and  accidy  make]}  hym  hevye  Jyoujtful  and 
WTOwe  [678]  H  Envie  and  Ire  maken  bittemesse  in  hert* 
which  bittemesse  is  /  modere  of  accide  and  bynymej)  hym 
^  lone  of  al  goodnes  Jyat*  is  accyde  ^e 
angwissli  of  a  trouble  hert^  and  seynt*  Austyne  8ei)> 
if  is  anoye  of  goodnesse  and  anoy  of  harme .  [679]  /  Certes 
^is  is  a  dampnable  synne  for  if  dooj^  wronge  to  Jhegu. 
crisf  in  as  moch  as  he  nyme]>  fe  sendee  ]»f  men 
on^f  to  doo  Jhesa  crisf  inp  al  diligence  as  Beip  Salomon  /  % 
[680]  Buf  accide  doo]»  noon  suche  diligence  He  do)> 
al  )>ing*  wi^  anoy  and  wrawnesse  sdakneese 
and  escusacidn  and  wip  dulnesse  and  vnlusf  H  fibr 
which  fe  booke  sei]>.  Accursed  be  he  ]»f  ddp  )>e 
seruise  of  god  negligently  [681]  Than  is  accidy 
enmye  to  euery  estate  of  man  for  certes  }e  estate  of 
man  is  in  ^re  maners.  [682]  ei}>er  If  is  )>e  estate  of 
Innocence  as  was  )>e  estate  of  Adam  byf om  ])af  he  f  elle  in  to 
synne  in  which  estate  he  was  halden  to  wirche  as  in 
heryng*  and  in  adourynge  of  god  [683]  H  Ano])er  estate 
is  )^  estate  of  synful  men  in  which  estate  men  ben  halden 
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to  labour  in  pieyiiigf  to  god  for  amendemenl^  of   lier 

[. no  gap  in  the  MS,] 

Bjnnes  [684]  U  Aiio])er  estate  is  J>e  estate  of  grace  in 
whic^  estate  lie  is  halden  to  do  werkes  of  penitence  and 
certes  to  aH  ]nse  J^ingges  is  aocidye  /  enemje  and  con- 
trary for  he  louej  no  bysynes  at?  ali  [685]  II  Now 
certes  )>is  foule  synne  acoidye  is  eke  a  f ol  gref  enamye 
to  J>e  liflode  of  fe  body  for  it'  haj)  no  purvyatmce 
^ajeinsf  temporel  necesaite  ffor  if  is  for- 
Blew])e  and  for-sclugge^  and  distroie^  al  good  temporels  by 
rechelesnesse 

[686]  The  mj,  ])inge  is  ^af  accidie  is  like  hem 
])at*  bene  in  fe  peyne  of  helle  by  canse  of  her  sdonjie 
and  of  her  heuynesse.  for  fei  ]?af  bene  dampned  bene 
so  bounde  faf  fei  ne  may  wel  do  ne  wel 
J)enk*.  [687]  Of  accidy  commep  first*  faf  a  man  is 
anoied  and  encof7ibred  to  doon  eny  goodnesse  and 
make))  ^af  god  ha])  abhomynacioil  of  such 
accidye  as  seith  seynt*  lohn 

[688]  H  Now  commep  scleuth  Jot*  wil  nof  sufire  noon 
hardnesse  ne  no  penaunce  fibr  so])  sclou))e  is  so 
tendere  and  so  delicate  as  sei])  Salomon  Jjaf  he  wil  nof 
sufire  noon  hardnesse  ne  penat^nce  and  feriore  he 
sheende])  att  )>af  he  doo])  [689]  ajeinsf  his  roten 
herted  synne  of  accidie  and  sclon))e  shnlde  men 
exercise  by  hem  self  to  done  good  werkes  and  manly 
and  yertuonsli  cacchen  corage  wel  to  done  ^nk- 
jng  fat*  our  lorde  Ihara  crisf  qnitej)  enery  good 
dede  be  if  nenere  so  lite./  [690]  Ysage  of  labour  is  a 
grete  ^ing*  for  if  make])  as  sei])  Seynf  Bemaid  fe 
laborers  to  haue  stronge  armes  and  harde  Synewes  and 
sclouthe  make])  hem  feble  and  tendere  [691]  Than  commeth 
drede  forto  bygynne  to  -wirkes  ffor 
certes  he  ])af  is  enclyned  /  to  synne  hym  ])enke])  it^ 
is  so  grete  an  emprise  forto  vndertake  to  do  werkes 
of  goodnesse  [692]  [.     .     . 
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,    ,    .    no  gap  in  the  MS.]  as  sei))  Seinf  gregorie . 

[693]  H  Now  comme^  wanhope  ^af  is  despeiie  of  pe 
mercy  of  god  ]Mif  oommep  somtyme  of  to  mocti  out- 
zageous  soiowe  and  somtyme  of  moche  diede  ymagyn- 
ynge  ])at<  lie  hskp  do  so  moch  synne  ))at*  if  wil 
not*  auaille  hjm  )>ot^e  lie  wolde  repent*  hym  and 
foniakesynneanddoongood  [694]  ])0]^e  whic&dispeireordrede 
he  boundene]>  his  herf  to  eueiy  maner  synne  as  sei]> 
seint*  Austyne  [695]  H  Which  dampnable  syime  if  ])at*  ^  AogiM^^itiw 
it*  contynue  vnto  his  ende.  if  is  doped  synnyng*  in  pQ 
holy  goosf  [696]  This  orible  synne  is  so  perilous 
^af  he  J^af  is  despeired  )>er  nys  no  felonye  ne  no  synne 
)»af  he  doute^  for  to  doo  as  shewed  wel  by  ludas 
[697]  Certes  pen  abouen  aB.  synnes  is  ^is  synne 
mosf  displesaunf  to  crisf  and  mosf  aduersarie  to  crisf .  [698] 
Soplj  he  ]>af  dispeire]}  he  is  like  ^e  cowaidf 
champioil  recreaunf  and  sei^  creaunf  wi])outen  nede 
Alias  /  alas  /  nedelees  is  he  recreaunf  ^and  seib  creaunf^  p-*rv«af«ift» 

'  '  '^  MS.} 

and  nedeles  /  despeired  [699]  fifor  certes  pe  mercy  of  god  is 

euer  redy  to  pe  pen3rtent.   if  is  abouen  bB.  his  werkis 

[700]  f  Alias  can  a  man  nof  "vmbyjenke  hym  of  fe  gospel 

of   Luke   XV®.    Where    as   cnst   eeip   ))af   as   wel   shal  ^iamzzv*. 

per  be  ioye  in  heuene  vpon  a  synful  /  man  )>af  do]) 

penytence     ])an     vppon      90.      i9.Ei3tful     men     ^af 

[.     .     .     .     no  gap  in  the  MS.]  neden  to  penytence  [701] 

H    Loke    forj^er    in    ^e    gospdi    pe    Ioye    and    /    ^e 

feestes  of  pe  good  man  ^af  had  losf  his  /  sone.  Whan 

his  sone  wi^  repentaunce  was  retoumed  to  his  fadere. 

[702]  Can  /  )>ei  nof  remembre  hem  eke  ^af  as  aeip 

seinf  luca  xxiii^    Hou  ]yaf    pe    ]?eef   ]yaf  was  honged  Yl«Mxd^ 

besides  IheaVL  cristes  side  H  Lord  remembre  on  me  whan 

)k)u    commest    into    ^i    regno.     [703]    fforsotH    seide 

crisf      to      day      shalf      ^ou      be      wip      me      in 

paradys  [704]  Certes  per  nys  noon  so  horrible  synne  of 
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man  Jiat*  if  ne  may  in  his  lif  be  dfistroied  by  penytence 
))org]l .  vertue  of  ]>e  paasiot<n  and  of  p^  dee^  of  crisf 
[705]  H  Alias  what*  nede)>  man  pan  to  be  despeiied 
Bi])ens  his  mercy  so  redy  is  to  aske  and  haue 
[706]  H  )>an  /  commep  sompnolence  ]}af  is  sduggy 
eclumbringe  which  makcp  a  man  be  hevie  and  dnlle  in 
body  and  in  sanle  and  ))is  synne  commep  of  scloa)»e 
[707]  And  certys  ]>e  tyme  pat*  by  way  of  lesotL  men 
fihold  noif  sclepe  )>at*  is  by  )>e  moiowe  buf  if  pes  were 
cause  resonable  [708]  IF  fifor  8o])ly  in  fe  morowe  tyde  is 
most*  conable  a  man  to  say  his  preiers  and  for- 
to  ]>enken  on  god.  and  to  honouren  god  and  to 
jenen  abnesse  to  fe  poor  ))af  first*  commen  in  fe  name 

TSaiooua.  of  criste  [709]  II  Lo  what*  oeip  Salomon,  who  so  wil 
by  fe  moiowe  awake  to  seke  me.  he  shal  fynda 
[710]  H  Than  commeth  nedigence  or  rechelesnesae 
paf  rekketh  of  no  )>inge  and  how  )>at*  ignoiannoe  is 
modere  of  al  harme  H  Gertes  necligence  is  )>e  noiioe. 
[711]  necligence  ne  do])  no  force  whan  he  ahal  done 
eny  J^inge  whedere  he  do  it*  wel  or  badly 

[712]  H  Of  ))e  remedie  of  pise  two  synnes  as  seip 

YMPMfM  pe  wise  /  man  pat*  he  pat*  dredep  god  sparep  nof 
to  dond  pat*  hym  ou^t*  to  done  [713]  and  he  pat*  louep 
god.  he  wil  do  diligence  to  plese.  god  by  his  weikes 
and  abounden  hym  self  wip  al  his  my3t*  wel  forto  doon. 
[714]  pan  commep  ydelnes  paf  is  pe  ^ate  of  al 
harmes .  An  ydel  man  is  like  to  a  place  pat*  hap  no 
walles  pe  deudi  may  entre  on  enery  side  or  shete 
at*  hym  af  disconerte  by  temptacioft  on  eueiy  side 
[715]  This  ydehiesse  is  pe  thnrrok*  of  al  wikked  and 
vyleyns  ponjtes.  and  of  slie  langelingg^  trowfcds  and 
al  ordure  [716]  II  Gertes  pe  heuene  is  y^ene  to  hem  pat* 

Y  dantd  wil  labours .  and  nou^f  to  ydel  folk*  H  Eke  daut  d  '  seip 

paf  pel  ne  be  not*  in  pe  labour  of  men.  ne  pd  ahul 
not  be  whipped  wip  men  pat*  is  to  say  in  purgatorie 
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[717]  H  Certea  J^au  ^Qmep  it*.  )>ei  eihul  b^  tozinented 
wip  fe  deuel  in  hella  buf  if  fei  done  penitence 

[718]  IT  Than  comma])  J>e  synne  ]>af  men  clepen 
taiditas  as  was  a  man  ia  so  lattied  and  so  tarying*  er 
be  wil  tume  to  god.  and  certes  ^af  is  a  grete  foly. 
be  /  iei  like  bym  Jiat*  ialLep  in  ))e  dicbe  and  wil  not* 
aiise.  [719]  And  /  )>is  vice  comme])  of  fals  bope,  Jiat* 
be  ]^nke]y  be'  sbal  lyne  longe.  buf  ^af  bopo 
faiUetb  f ol  oft* 

[720]  Xban  coTTzmetb  laccbesse  ])at*  is  be  ^af  wban  be 
hjgpmep  enj  good  werk .  anoon  /  he  wil  forlete  if  and 
stynt*.  as  done  pei  y&if  ban  eny  wijt  to  goueme 
and  ne  taken  of  bym  no  more  kepe  anoon  as  ])ei  /  fynden 
eny  contrary  or  eny  anoye  [721]  H  Tbise  ben  pe  newe 
fibipaides  ]?af  laten  ber  sbepe  wetyngly  go  renneu  to 
fe  I  wolf  ^af  is  in  ]>e  breres  or  doon  no  force  of  ber  owne 
gou^maunoe  [722]  IT  Of  ))is  comme])  ponerte  and  distraction 
bo))  of  spirituel  and  of  temporel  )>ingges .  Tban  commetb 
a  manere  of  ooldnesse  ))af  fresej)  aH  ])e  berf  of  a  man 
[723}  II  Tban  oommetb  yndeuocioiL  ))orgbe  wbicb  a  man  is 
fio  blenf .  And  as  sei^  seint*  BemaKl  ba))  sacb  langonr  in  t  B«nuurdM 
sonle  ))af  be  may  nei])ere  rede  ne  synge  in  boly  cburc^ 
ne  ^^ik  on  deuociofi  ne  travaille  wi]) 
his  bondes  in  no  good  werk  ))af  if  ne  is  /  to  bym  imsauery 
and  al  appalled  [724]  ))an  wexe)>  be  sore  and  /  sclowe  and 
alnmbry  and  sone  wil  be  wroo^  and  sone  is  /  enclyned 
to  bate  and  to  Envie  [725]  IF  Tban  comme)  ])e  synne  of 
-worldly  sorowe.  wAicfi  ])af  is  deped  tristida  ])at*  sdee])  a  1 1 
man.  as  sei)  seinf  Paule  [726]  fifor  certes  such  sorowe 
-wirke])  to  ])e  dee)  of  ])e  saole  and  of  )>e  body  f  Also 
for  yeroi  commetb  pat  a  man  is  annoyed  of  bis  owne  liff 
[727]  Wberfore  such  sorowe  sborte])  ful  often  )e  lyf  //  of 
a  nuMi  er  ))af  bis  tyme  eommen  is  by  way  of  kinde 
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[The  Remedy  against  Accidie.] 

[728]  V  Ajeinst  pm  homble  Byime  of  Accide  and  )>o 
braonches  of  pe  same  Ther  is  a  vertue  ]>af  is  called 
ffortitado  or  strenght  pa,if  is  an  affecciofi  poigh. 
VfrhicU  a  man  despise))  al  noyous  ^inge  [729]  IT  This 
vertue  is  so  my^ty  and  so  vigorous  f  ^af  if  dar  wijstondo 
my^tely  and  wiastel  a^einsf  pe  Sawtes  of  fe  deudi 
and  wisly  kepen  hym  self  fro  periles  ]>af  bene  wikked 
[730]  for  if  enchaunse])  and  enfoise))  pe  soule  ^li^t*  as 
accidy  abate])  if  and  make))  if  feble.  ffor  pis  fortitudo 
may  endure  by  longe  su£&aunce  pe  iravailes  ))af  bene 
eonable 

[731]  ^  This  rertue  hap  mony  spyces  H  The 
fursf  is  cleped  magnanimitas .  ^af  is  to  /  saye  grete  corage. 
ffor  soply  pel  byhoue))  giete  corage  i^einsf  Accidyo  lesf 
J)af  if  swelowe  pe  soul  by  pe  synne  of  sorowe.  or 
destroy  if  by  wanhope.  [732]  This  vertu  make]) 
folk  vndertake  harde  ))ingges.  and  greuous  ^ingge^ 
by  her  owno  wille  wisely  and  resonably  [733]  And  for 
as  moc&  as  the  deuel  fighte])  ^einsf  man,  more  by 
queynteyse  &  by  scleighf  pan  by  strenght^  ^erfore  a  man 
shal  withstondd  hym  by  witte  and  by  resofi  and  by  dis^ 
creciofi  [734]  H  Then  ben  /  fer  pe  vertues  of  feif  and 
hope  in  god  and  in  his  seyntes  to  atcheuen  and  accomplise 
pQ  good  werkes  in  whidl  he  purpose]^  fe^anely 
to  contynue  [735]  H  Than  comme])  suerte  or  sikemesse 
and  )>af  is  whan  a  man  ne  doute])  no  trayaile  in  t^me 
commynge  of  pe  good  werk«  J)af  a  man  /  hap  bygonne 
[736]  IT  Than  comme])  Magnificence .  and  p&V  is  to  sayn  whan 
a  man  do])  and  pe/'fourme])  grete  werkes  of  goodnesse 
^af  he  ha))  bygonne .  and  ])af  is  ))e  ende  whi  )>af  men  shuld 
doo  good  werkes.  for  in  pe  accof»plesing*  of  good 
werkes  litli  pe  grete  guerdown  [737]  IT  Than  is  fer 
constaunce  ))af  ia  stablenesse  of  corage  and  pla  shtdde 
be  in    herf    by  stedfasf    fei])  and    in    mou])e  and   in 
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berynge  and  in  chere  and  in  d«d6  [738]  %  Eke  ))er  bene 
moo  /  special  ))ingges  and  remedies  a^einst  Accidie  in  dyuers 
werkes  and  in  consideracions  of  pe  pyne  of  belle  and  of  Jk) 
loje  of  beuene  and  in  Jk)  trosf  of  )>e  grace  of  pe  holy 
goost*  ^at^  wil  ^euen  hym  n\y^t  to  perfourmen  his 
entente 

^  De  anaricia. 

[739] 

Afbeie    Accidie    wil    I    speke    of    avarioe    and    of  f  DeAnricM 
coueytise    of     whic&     synne     sei]>     seinf    -Poule  f  Pufais 
^at*    pe    Roote    of    all    synne    is    ooueitise    V    And 
Thimothec  2*"  CapUnlo .  [740]  ffor  trew]y .  whan  pht"  })e  herti*  of  ^  Timoth«i 
a  man  is  confounded  in  itf  self  and  trouble  and  ])at*  ^ 
saule  ha))  lost^    }>e   comforte  of    god    Jmn  seke))   he   an 
ydel  solace  of  worldly  )>ingges 

[741]  II  Auarice  aftere  J)e  scripciofl  of  seynf  Austyne  T  Axigviiwmt 
is  a  likeroosnesse  in  herte  to  haue  er])ely  )>ingge8. 
[742]  Som  ^o])er  folk*  seyn  )»af  auarice  is  forto 
purchace  mony  erpelj  J^ingges  and  no  )>inge  ^eue 
to  hem  ])af  ban  nede .  [743]  And  vnderstonde  ))ow  wel  ])at* 
auarice  nys  not*  oonly  in  lanc^  ne  catett  but*  som- 
tyme  in  science  and  in  glorie  and  in  euery  manere  of 
outrageous  )>ingges  is  auarice  and  coueitise  [744]  And 
^e  difference  ytwix  Auarice  and  couetise  is  ])is 
Coueitise  is  forto  coueite  such^  ^ingges  as  )k)w 
hasf  not*  And  auarice  is  forto  wi))holde  and  kepe  suche 
^ingges  as  pon  basf  wi]?-ouf  ri3tful  nede  [745]  So];ly 
fU  Auarice  is  a  synne  )>af  is  ful  dampnable  for  al  holy 
writte  curse))  it  and  speke])  a^einsf  it*  ffor  if  do)> 
wronge  to  Ih«ra  crist*  [746]  for  it  byreue})  hym  J)e  loue 
Jaf  men  to  hym  owen  and  tume))  it*  bakwar<$  a3oinst^ 
B,¥t  resofi  [747]  and  make])  ))at*  ])e  auaricious  man 
ha])  more  hope  in   his  catel  ])an  in  Ihesa   crist*    And 

[ 

no  gap  in  tlie  MS,']  [748]  ])erfore  seif 
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^EpliMiaflot 
<•  capitulo 


Y  Zzodi  zx*. 
oapitulo  .1 


eeyn  Paole  £phe«uw  .5^  Thaf  aueious  man  /  lia|»  moro 
hope  in  his  J^raldome  of  ydolatrie 

[749]  ^  What*  difference  is  ytwix  an  ydolastie  and 
an  auaroos  man  bat^  ])at*  an  ydolastre  and  an  auarons  man 
ne  ha])  baf  a  mawmef  or  twoof  and  ])e  auaricious  man 
ha])  monye  ffor  certes  eueiy  floreyn  in  his  Coffie  is  his 
mawmet*  [75^1  ^^^^  certes  ])e  synne  of  Maometiie  is 
])af  god  in  ])e  ten  /  comaondmentes 
as  here))  witnesse  in  Exodt  oapitulo  .xx^  [751]  Thou  / 
shalt*  haue  no  fals  goddes  byf  om  me .  !Ne  ^ou  shalt  make 
to  ))^no  giauen  ^inge.  Thus  as  is  an  Auariciona  man 
[.  .  •  no  gap  in  the  MS.]  H  And  ydolastre  [752]  )>oigfe 
his  synne  of  Auarice  and  of  coueitise  common  fiae 
harcl  lordshippes  ^orgh  which  men  ben  strayned 
by  taliages.  cnstumes  and  cariages  more  ])an  /  her 
duete  or  reson  is  H  And  ellis  take  fei  of  her  bonde 
men  amercementz  -which  myghten  more  resonably  be 
cleped  extorcions  ])an  amercymentz.  [753]  Of  which 
amercyment^  and  raunsonynge  of  boond  men  some 
lordes  Stuardes  seyn  ^af  if  is  ri^htfnti  for  as  moche  as 
a  cherle  ha])  no  tomporeil:  ))inge .  ))at<  if  ne  is  his  lordes 
as  )>ei  sayne.  [754]  Buf  certes  }ise  lordshippes  doon 
wronge  ])af  byreuen  her  bonde  folk*  ])ingges  ])af  ))ei 
f  AugtuHnutdM  ncucre  ne  3af  hem ./  Aag^gfinua  de  CivitaiQ  libro  ix®.  [755] 
II  Soo^  is  )>af  fQ  condiciofi  of  ))ialdome  and  pe  furst^ 
cause  of  ))raldome  is  for  synne .    G[e]ne8i!9  y^. 

[756]  Thus  may  je  seen  ])af  fe  gilf  desemetli 
thraldom  ^Buf  nof  nature  [757]  Wherfor  )>ise  lordes 
ne  shuld  nof  moche  glorifie  hem  in  her  lordship 
si])ens  ])af  by  natur^  condicions  pei  bene  [not]  lordes  oner 
her  ])ralles .  but  for  (af  )>raldom  come  fursf  by  deserf  of 
synne.  [758]  And  ferfer  ouer  J)er  as  pe  lawe  sei^ 
^af  temporeH  goodes  of  bonde  folk  bene  fe  goodes 
of  her  lordshippes  30  ^af  is  forto  vnderstonde  ^e  goodes 
of  ye  Emperour  to  defende  hem  in  her  rijf  buf  ZLot* 
to  robbe  hem  ne  to  reue  hem.    [759]  H  And  ])erfore 

PETWOBTH   668  (6-T.  668)  [ikafSKJ 


izo 


^BfiiMa 


Digitized  byVjOOQlC 


SIX-TEXT   C53 

GROUP  I.  §  2.  PARsoN^s  TALs.  Petwottli  MS.   6G9 

seij  Senec*.  Thy  prudence  shold  lyue  benignely  wij 
fine  fraH.  [760]  Thilt  faf  fou  clepesf  J>ine  Jjrott 
bene  goddjB  puple .  Soi  humble  folk  bene  cristes  frendes 
pel  bene  contubemial  wi)>  ])e  lord 

[761]  If  Thenk*  eke  fat*  suche  sede  as  churles  If 
springenf  of  suche  seed  springgen  lordes.  as  wel  may 
))0  cheile  be  saued  as  pe  lorde .  [76c]  pe  same  dep  pai? 
take])  pe  cherle .  pe  same  deep  take])  ])e  IcMxle .  wherfoie  I 
rede  do  rijht*  so  wi))  ])i  cherle  as  })on  woldest* 
))i  lorde  did  wi])  ]>e  if  povL  were  in  his  plite 
[763]  Euery  synful  man  is  a  cherle  to  synne  f  I  rede 
pe  Certes  )>af  povL  lorde  worch^  in  such^  wise  ))af 
|>i  cherles  ra])er  loue  pe  than  drede  ))e  [764] 
M  I  woote  wel  )>er  is  degree  aboue  degre  as  resoii 
is  and  skiH  is  ])at*  men  /  done  her  devoyre  pet  as  if  is  dwe 
But*  certes  extorcions  and  despites  of  ^oure  vnderlyngges  is 
dampnable. 

[765]  And  forther  ouer  vnderatonde  wett  Jaf 
oonquerouiB  or  tyrauntz  maken  ful  often  })ralles  of 
hem  fat*  bene  bom  of  as  Royal  blood  as  bene  Jei  fat* 
hem  conqueren.  [766]  This  name  of  thraldome  was 
neuere  knowe  erst*  til  fat*  Noe  seid  fat*  his  sone  ^  n«  hm 
Canaan  shuld  be  fraS  to  his  breferen  for  his  synne. 
[767]  H  What  say  we  fan  of  hem  fat*  pillen  and  done 
extorcions  to  holy  churche  If  Certes  fe  swerd  fat* 
me  ^euen  furst*  to  a  knyght*  whan  he  is  newe  dubbed 
signifief  fat*  he  shuld  defende  holy  churcB  and 
nou3t*  robbe  if  and  who  so  doof  is  a  traitoui* 
to  crisf.  [768]  as  seif  seynf  Austyne  H  They  bene  Y  AncMemM 
deuels  wolfes  faf  stranglen  fe  shepe  of  Jhegti 
criste  and  bene  wors  fan  wolfes.  [769]  ffor  sofly 
whan  fe  wolf  haf  ful  his  wombe.  He  stynteth  to 
strangle  shepe.  Buf  sofly  fe  pylours  and  distroy- 
ouTs  of  good  of  holy  church  ne  doon  nof  so  for  f  ei  ne 
stynte  neuere  to  pillen.  [770]  Now  as  I  haue  seide  so  sifensso 
is  ^faf  synne  was  fursf  cause  of  thraldome  Than  if  is 
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])us  ])af  ))ilk  tyme  ])af  al  ]>is  world  was  in  synn« 
^an  was  al  pia  worlde  in  }>raldome  and  in  subiectiofi./ 
[771]  But»  certes  sifen  J>e  tyme  of  grace  cam  god 
ordeyned  J)at*  some  folk  shuld  be  more  highe  in  estata 
and  hie  degree »  and  some  folk  more  lowe  and  (af 
eueryche  sbulde  be  serued  in  bis  estaat/  and  in  degre. 
[772]  And  ])orfore  in  some  contrey  ))er  ^ei  bene 
^ralles  whan  ])ei  /  ban  tarned  bem  to  pe  fei})  ^i  maken 
ber  ]n»lles  free  ouf  of  }>raldome  And  ])erfor  certes 
fe  lorde  owe^  to  bis  man  ])at*  pe  man  owe|>  to 
bis  lorde  [773]  U  pe  pope  clepe])  bym  self  semaunte 
of  Seruauntes  of  god.  Buf  for  as  mocbe  as  pe  state  of 
holy  cburcb  ne  myjt*  not*  ban  bee  ne  )>e  comou 
proiite  ne  my^f  ban  be  kept^  ne  pees  and  rest*  in 
er])e  buf  if  god  bad  ordeyned  pai?  som  men  ban 
bier  degre  and  somme  men  lowere  [774]  IT  J>erfor  was 
souereynte  ordeyned  to  kepe  and  mayntene  and  de- 
fende  ber  vnderlyngges  or  ber  snbiectes  in  resoii  as  fe^ 
forjje  as  if  lijje  in  ber  power  and  nof  to  distroye  bem 
ne  as  ferforj)  confounde.  [7  7  5]  wberfore  I  say  J»f  J)ilk«  lordes 
]7af  bene  J^ilk*  wolfes  ])af  deuooren  pQ  possessions  or 
pQ  catel  of  poor  folk  wrongfully  wi]H>uten  mercy  or 
mesure  [776]  per  sbullen  resceyue  by  ^e  same  mesuro 
^at  ))ei  ban  mesured  to  poor  folk*  pe  mercy  of  Ihani 
crisf  buf  if  be  amended  [777]  H  I^^ow  comme^  despite 
bytwix  Marcbaunf  and  marcbaunf .  And  ]x>u  sbalf  Tnder- 
stonde  paV  Marcbaundise  is  in  mony  maners.  ^af  oon 
is  bodyly  &  )^af  o)>er  is  goostly.  p&if  oon  is 
leeful  and  )^af  o];er  is  disbonest  and  vnlieful 
[778]  U  of  ))ilk  bodily  marcbauTidyse  ]7af  is  leeful  and 
bonesf  is  pia  ]?af  per  as  god  batb  ordeyned  Jmt  a 
regne  or  a  contre  is  sufficienf  bim  self  pan  is  il^ 
bonesf  and  lieful  ])af  of  pe  babundaunce  of  pis  cuntre 
]?af  men  belpe  ano]7er  cuntre  pai*  is  more  nedye 
[779]  and  |»erfore  pei  mote  be  Marcbauntz  to 
bringe    from    paf  oon   cuntre  to  ])af  opai   ber   marcli- 

PETWORTH   670   (6-T.  654) 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


SIX-TEXT  655 

GROUP  I.  §  2.  parson's  tale.  Petworth  MS.   671 

aur^dise../  [780]  H  Thaf  oj^ere  marchaundise  J^at*  men 
haunte  wij)  fraude  trecheiye  and  disceyte  -wip 
lesynggea  and  £als  o])es  is  cursed  and  dampnable . 
[781]  H  Espirituel  Marchaundise  ^is  proprely  Symonye 
]7af  is  ententif  desire  to  by  ])enk*  espirituel  that*  is 
J^ing*  ])at*  apperteyne))  to  fe  sentuary  of  god  and  to 
cure  of  pQ  soule.  [782]  This  desire  if  so  be  ^at<  a 
man  do  hys  diligence  to  perfouime  if  al  be  if  j^af  his 
desire  ne  take  noon  effeote  ^if  is  if  to  hym  a  dedly 
synne  and  if  he  be  ordred  he  is  aiegulere  [783]  H  Certes 
Symony  is  cleped  of  Symon  magus  faf  wolde  haue 
boujf  fe  temporel  CateH./  fe  jiff  J?af  god  had  jeuen  / 
by  fe  holy  goosf  to  seinf  Peter  and  to  fe  apostels./ 
[784]  And  )>erfore  ynderstonde])  ])af  bo]y  he  ]?af 
selle])  and  he  p&V  bye<£  J)ingges  espirituH  bene 
cleped  Symonyals  be  if  catel  be  if  procurynge 
or   by   flesshly   preier    of   his    frendes    or    of    spirituel 

frendes  [785]  [. 

no  gap  in  the  M8.] 

Sofly  if  J)ei  prey  for  hym  Jaf  is  nof  able  ne  worfi.  if 

is  Symonye .  If  he  take  pe  benefice  and  if  he  be  wor))i  and 

able  he  nys  noon.  [786]  H  Thaf  o])er  maner  is  if  a  man 

or  a  wo7?tman  preyef  for  folk  to  auawnsen  hem  /  only  for 

'wikked  flesshly  affectiofi  ])af  ^ei  han  vnto  pe  p^rsones 

and  })af  is  in  foule  Symonye .  [787]  Buf  certes  in  seruice 

for    whicH    men    ^euen    finggea    espirituels    vnto    her 

seruauntes    If    mosf    be    ynderstonde    pai?    ]>e    seruise 

mosf  be  honesf  and  ellis   nof.    and  eke   )>af  hit   be 

vnp    ouf    barganynge    and    }>af    pe    p^rsone    be    able. 

[788]  ffor  as  sei])  seinf  Damasie  f  Alle  J>e  synnes  of  }>e  ^ 

%Torl(i  af  pe  regarde  of  this  synne  bene  as  a  )>inge  of  noujf . 

flbr  if  18  J)e  grettesf  synne  |»af  may  be  aftere  *fe  synne  i*-^npeaudu 

of  lucifer'  and  of  antecrisf  [789]  for  by  fis  synne  god 

fovleaep   pe   churche  and   pe   soule   ))af    he    boujt   wij> 

his  precious  blood  by  hem   f  af  jeuen  chirches  to  hem 

faf  bene  not  digne.  [790]  fTor  pei  putten  in  feues  faf 
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stelen  ^e  soolea  of  Iheeu  crist  and  distroye|>  his  patiy- 
moyne  [791]  by  suche  yndigne  preestes  and  curates 
ban  mea  fe  lasse  reuerence  of  ^e  sacramentes  of 
holy  chuiche .  And  suche  ^euers  of  churches  putten  ont^ 
pQ  children  of*  crist.  and  putten  in  ])e  churche  po 
deuela  owne  sone.  [792]  pel  sellen  pe  soides 
pe  lombes  shulden  kepen  to  pe  wolf  p&if  stranglej^ 
hem  and  ])erfore  shul  ))ei  neuere  haue  parte 
of    ^e     pasture     of     lambes     pa,t     is    ))e     blisse     of 

OTHaMTdry  hcuene .  [793]  U  Now  comme])  hasardy  with  his  a^pur- 
tynat^nces  as  tables  and  Bafuls  of  which  commep  disceite 
fiEds  opes  chidyngges  and  idt  ravanys  blasphemynge 
and  reneiynge  of  god  and  hate  of  his  n^hbours  waasf 
of  good  in  spendyngi  of  tyme  and  somtyme  mannys 
sclaughtcr  [794]  Certes  hasardours  ne  may  not*  be 
wi])-ouf  grete  synne  pe  whiles  ]?ei  haunte  pai?  craft  [795] 
Of  Auaricecommepekc  lesingges.  ]?eefti*and  falswitnesse.  and 
fals  o^es  and  36  shal  vnderstonde  p&f.piae  bene  grete  synnes 
and  expresse  a3ein8f  pQ  comaundementz  of  god  as  I  haue 

f  De  fkiM  lesti-  said  [796]  H  fEi&ls  witnesse  is  in  words  and  eke  in  dede 
In  worde  as  forto  byreue  pine  nei3bours  good  name 
by  ))i  fals  witnessinge  or  byreue  hym  his  Catdi  or  his 
heritage  by  ))i  fals  witnessinge .  wlian  ]70u  for  Ire  or 
for  mede  or  for  envie  beresf  fals  witnesse  or  accusest 
hym.  or  excusest  hym  by  ])i  fals  witnesse.  or  ellis  ex- 
Gusesf  ])ine  self  falsly.  [797]  ware  30U  questmongers  and 
notaries.  Certes  for  fals  witnessyng*  was  Susanna  in 
grete  sorowe  &  peyn  and  mony  anojer  moo  [798]  H  The 

1  DeflE^ixto  synne  of  ]?eft  is  eke  expres  t^einst  goddes  heesf  and  ]>af  in 
two  maners  corporett:  and  spirituell  [799]  [CorpoieH] 
OB  for  to  take  ])ine  neighbours  cateH  a3einst^  his  wille. 
be  if  by  force  or  by  scleight*  by  if  by  mette  or  by  mesure . 
[800]  By  stelynge  eke  of  fals  enditementz  vpon  hym  and 
in  borowinge  of  ]?ine  neighbours  CateH  in  entenf  neuer 
to  pay.  And  seraplable  J)ingges  [801]  ea- 
piritueii    j^eff     is     sacrilege     ])af     is     to     seyn     hurt- 
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ynge  of  holy  finggea  or  of  pingges  sacred  to  crist  in  two 
manors  by  resofl  of  pe  holy  place  as  churches  or 
chirdi  hawes.  [802]  for  euery  vyleyns  synne  ]>af 
^men  doon  in  sache  places  may  be  cleped  Sacrilegge  or 
eneiy  violence  in  pe  semblable  places./  91  Also  fei  ^af 
Tnjdrawen  falsly  J?e  ri3tes  Jjaf  longen  to  holy 
church.  [803]  And  pleynly  and  generally  sacrilege 
is  to  jeue  holy  Jinge  fro  holy  place,  or  vnholy 
])inge  onf  of  holy  place,  or  holy  ]>ing*  oaf  of  vn- 
holy place 

[The  Remedy  against  Ava/rice.'\ 


[804]  U  Now  shul  je  vnderstonde  Jjaf  Jje  releuyng  of  f  iuimUu^ 
Auarice  is  misericorcl  and  pite  largely  taken./ 
IT  And  men  my^ten  axen  why  paf  misericorde  and  pite 
is  reteuynge  of  auarice  [805]  f  Certes  J)e  Auarous 
^man  scheweth  no  pite  ne  misericord  to  ]>e  nedeful 
man  ffor  he  deiitejj  hym  in  pre  kepingges  of  his  tresoure 
and  not  in  )>e  reskowinge  ne  releoing*  of  his  euen- 
cristen  and  ^rfore  speke  I  fursf  of  misericorde 
[806]  ]>an  is  misericorde  as  sei)?  ];e  philosophre  ir  PUioMipAtM 
H  A  vertue  by  whiche  Jje  corage  of  a  man  is  stired  by  ]>e 
myssese  of  hym  ]>af  is  myssesed  [807]  vpon  whi(^ 
misericord  folowe]>  pite  in  perfourmynge  of  charitable 
werkes  of  misericord.  [808]  And  certes  \\a& 
meuen  man  to  J^e  misericorcl  of  Ihe^u  crisf  ];at* 
hym  self  for  our  gilt*  suf&ed  deeth  for  misericord 
and  forjaue  vs  our  origynal  synnes  [809]  and  ]>er-by 
relesed  vs  fro  J^e  peyne  of  helle  and  amenuse])  )>e 
peynes  of  purgatorie  by  penytence.  and  }eue}>  grace 
-wel  to  doo.  and  at*  ^  last  J^e  loie  of  heuene  [810]  The 
spices  of  misericorde  bene  as  forto  lene.  and  forto  ^eue  /  and 
forto  [.  .  .  no  gap  in  the  MS,"]  relees .  and  for  to  hauc 
pite    in   herf   and    compassion   of    ];e   meschief  of   his 
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euencristen .  and  eke.  chastise  ]>er  as  nede  is 
[8ii]  ^  Ano]>er  manei'  remedy  a^einsf  Aaarice  is 
lesonable  largesse.  Bat*  so])ly  here  bjhoueth  ]ye  con- 
sideraciofi  of  |>e  grace  of  Ihem  crist  and  of  his 
tempordi  goodes  and  eke  of  fe  goodes  perdorables 
p&V  crisf  jane  ys.  [Si 2]  and  eke  to  haue  remembrannce  of 
^e  deep  J^af  he  shal  haue  he  noof  not*  whan, 
and  eke  |>af  he  shal  forgoon  att  ];af  he  hajye 
[.     .     .     no  gap  in  the  MS.]  dispended  in  good 

[813]  U  Bat*  for  as  moche  as  some  folk  bene  vnmesar- 
able  men  oujten  eschewe  fool  largesse  ];af  men 
elepen  waast*  [814]  Certes  he  |)af  is  fool  large  ne 
jeueth  not*  his  cateH.  but  he  lesep  his  catdi.  Sooplj 
whaf  fringe  pat*  he  jeuep  for  veyn  glorie  as  to 
Mynstralles  and  to  folk  forto  byreuen  his  lenotm  in  ^e 
world  he  hap  do  /  [synne  and  non]  almesse. 
[815]  ce[r]te8  he  lesep  foule  his  good  pat*  he  ne  sekep 
no  pinge  of  his  good  but*  synne. 
[816]  he  is  like  to  an  hors  pat*  sekep  raper  to  drink* 
drovy  or  troubly  watere  pan  of  pe 
clere  welle  [817]  And  for  as  moche  as  pei  ^ne  pere 
as  pei  shuld  not  jeue  to  hem  appcrteynep  pilk 
malysofk  paf  criste  shal  jeuen  at*  pe  day  of  dome  to 
hem  pat*  shul  be  dampned .  / 

De  Gala/ 

[818] 
^  chiia,/,  1   ftere  Anarice  cowmep  glotenye  which  is  expiesse  eke 

XjL  ajeinsf  pe  comaundemenf  of  god    IT   Gloteny  is 

Tnmesnrable     appetif     to     ete    or    to    drinks    or    ellis 

*to     doon    ynogh     to     pe     ynmesurable     and     discord 

coueityse  to  ete  and  to  drynk*  [819]  IT  This  synne  cor- 

rumpep  al  pis  world  as  is  wel  sbewde  in  ^in  pe  synne  of 

%  PaoiM  Adam  and  of  Ena  IT  Loo  eke  what*  seip  seynt*  Paule  of 

gloteny  [820]  IT  Mony  seip  seinf  Paule  goofi  of  which 
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I  haue  oft;'  seide  to  }on.  and  nowe  I  seie  if  wepynge 
];af  fei  bene  Enemyes  of  ])e  crois  of  crist*  of 
whiciL  ]>e  ende  is  dee])  and  of  whicSi  her  woombe  is 
her  god  and  her  gloiye  in  confosion  of  hem  J^at*  so 
saaeien  erjielj  })ingges  [821]  he  ]>af  is  vsant*  to 
]>is  synne  of  glotenye  he  ne  may  no  synne  wijjstonde. 
he  /  mote  bene  in  seraage  of  aH  vices .  for  if  is  ])e  deuels 
hoorde  per  [he]  hide];  him  and  reste])  [822]  IT  This 
synne  ha];  mony  spices  U  The  fursf  is  drcnknes 
]>af  is  ]>e  horrible  sepulcre  of  mannys  reson  And  per- 
fore  whan  ]?af  a  man  is  dronken .  he  ha])  losf  his  resofi  and 
pis  is  dedly  synne  [823]  U  Buf  certes  whan  a 
man  is  naf  wonte  to  straunge  drynk  and  p^rauenture  ne 
knowe])  nof  pe  strength  of  pe  drynk*  or  ha])  feblenesse 
in  his  hede  or  ha])  travaiUed  ])orgh  whicK  he  drinke]) 
pe  moore  al  be  he  sodeynly  cau^te  wi])  drink*  if  \b  no 
dedly  synne .  buf  venial  [824]  51  The  seconnde  spice  of 
Gloteny  is  ))af  pe  spirif  of  a  man  wexe])  al  trouble, 
for  dronknesse  byreuej)  hym  pe  discreciofk  of  his  witte 
[825]  %  The  ])red  spice  of  gloteny  is  whan  a  man 
deuonre])  his  mete  and  ha])  no  rijt-ful  manei'  of  etynge 
[826]  If  The  fourte  is  whan  })orgh  pe  grete  habund- 
annce  of  his  mete  pe  hnmourB  of  his  body  bene  dis- 
tempred  [827]  IT  The  v.  is  for^etelnesse  by  to  mochel 
diynkynge.  ffor  which  somtyme  a  man  for^ete])  by  pe 
morowe  whaf  he  did  af  Eue  or  on  pe  nyjf  byfor 

[828]  IT  In  o])er  manere  bene  distincte  of  vices  &  spices  of 
glotenye  aftere  seinf  Gregorie  IT  The  fursf  is  forto  ete  by-  5  Oregort«wi 
fore  tyme.  The  secounde  whan  a  man  getep  hym 
to  delicate  mete  [829]  IT  The  iij.  is  whan 
men  taken  to  moche  ouere  mesure  IT  The  4  is 
coriosite  wi])  grete  entenf  to  maken  and  apparailen 
his  mete  IT  The  .v.  is  forto  eten  to  gredely  [830]  Thise 
bene  the  .v.  fyngers  of  pe  J  deuetc*  honde.  by  which 
he  drawe])  folk*  to  synne 
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[The  Bemedy  against  Olutiony.l 

Y  B«ntd»»M  7  [^3 1]  H  Ajeinst*  glotenye  is  the  remedy  abstinence  of  his 

body  aflusei)^  Galien.  buf  ^f  hold  I  nof  meritorie  if 
he    do    if    only   for    ]>e    hel)»    of   his    body   11    Seynt* 

i  AucicffiMtf.  austyne  wil  ]>af  abstinence  be  doon  for  yertae  & 
-wij)  pacience  [832]  H  Abstinence  he  sei])  is  litel  wor]>. 
buf  if  a  /  man  haue  good  wille  Jwrto  /  and  buf  if  it  be  enforced 
by  pacience  and  by  charite  and  ]>af  men  doon  if  for 
goddys  /  sake  and  in  hope  to  haue  ))e  blisse  of  heuene 

[833]  H  The  felowes  of  abstynence.  bene  attemper- 
aunce  ]>af  halde]>  ])e  mene  in  dMe  ^J^ingges  H  Eke 
shame  ]>af  eschewe]>  9SA  dishoneste.  Suffisaunce  )»f 
sekej)  no  riche  metes  ne  dtinkes  ne  dooj)  noo  force  of  noon  / 
ouirageous  apparaillynge  of  mete  [834]  Mesure  also 
))af  restreynej)  by  resofi  ]>e  delaue  appetite  of  etynge. 
Sobrenesse  also  ]>af  restreyne];  ]ye  outrage  of  diynk. 
[835]  Sparyng*  also  ])af  restreyne)^  ])e  delicate  eese  to 
sitte  longe  atte  mete  and  softly  //  wherfore  some  folk* 
stonden  of  her  owne  wille  and  to  eten  af  ^  lasse  leisere 


%  LipcwriA 


If  Do  luzuria  Sequitur ./ 

Aftere  Gloteny  comme)>  lecherye.  ffor  ]>ise 
two  synnes  ben  so  nygh  Gosyns  ^af  often  tyme 
^ei  wil  nof  departe./  [837]  God  woote  |>ia 
synne  is  ful  displesaunf  J^ing*  to  god .  ffor  he  /  seij)  hym 
self .  do  no  lecherye .  And  J^erfore  he  puttep  grete  peynes 
ajeinsf  Jjis  synne .  As  in  Je  olde  lawe .  [838]  U  If  wow- 
man  pral  were  taken  in  J^is  synne.  she  shuld  be 
beten  wi])  staues  to  pe  dethe  And  if  she  were  a  gentile 
womman  she  shulde  be  sclayn  with  stones  And  if  she 
were  a  bishoppes  doi^toi*!  she  shuld  be  brenf  by 
goddiB  comanndemenf  [839]  H  ffer^ermore  by  )h3 
synne    of   lecherye  f    god    draynf    al    |)e    world    af   |m3 
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dilaye.     And    after    ]Mtt*    he    brent*    .y.     Citees    wi]) 
li)f  and  sonke  hem  into  helle 

[840]  H  Kowe  laf  tb  speke  fan  of  J^ilk*  stynkinge 
sjnne  of  lechery.  ]>at'  men  clepen  aduoutrie  of  wedded 
folk  ^at*  is  to  saj  if  ])at*  oon  of  hem  be  wedded 
or  ellis  boo])  [841]  H  Seinf  lohn  seib  bat*  be  aduoutrers  Y  BauctMs 
schuUen  be  in  helle  in  a  stynk*  brennyng*  of  fuyre  and 
of  bremstoon .  In  fuyre  for  lechery .  In  bremstone  for  J^e 
stynke  of  her  ordure  [842]  H  Certes  j)e  brekinge  of 
fia  sacrament*  is  an  horrible  ^inge.  if  was  made  of 
god  hym  self  in  Paradise  and  confermed  by  Ih«9u  crisf  as 
wittnesse])  seinf  Mathewe  ifi  fe  gospeH  IT  A  man  shal  lete 
fadere  and  modere  and  take  hjm  to  his  wiff  and  ]>ei 
shul  be  twoo  in  00  fles^  [^43]  ^  ^I^"^  sacrament*  bytoken^ 
ejj  Jje  knyttyng*  to-gidere  of  crisf  and  of  holy  churche. 
[844]  and  naf  oonly  ])af  god  forbad  aduoutrie  in  bedde . 
buf  eke  he  comaunded  ))af  ^ou  shuldesf  nof  coveyte  fine 
neighbours  wifT  [845]  IT  In  ])is  heesf  sei^  seinf 
Austyne  is  for-boden  al  manere  coueitise  to  doon 
lecherie  U  Loo  whaf  seij)  seinf  Mathewe  fe  .y.  chapitle/in  fe  IT  i 
gospeH .  ]>af  who  so  seep  a  womman  to  coueitise  of  his  lust .  he  IT  i 
haf  doon  lecchery  wij)  her  in  his  hert  [846]  U  Here  may  je 
see  ])af  nof  oonly  ^  dede  of  this  synne  is  forbodel 
buf  eke  ]>e  desire  to  doon  ])af  synne  [847]  H  This  cursed 
^  synne  annoye^  greuously  hem  ^af  if  haunten  and  firsf 
to  her  saule  for  he  oblige])  if  to  synne  and  to  peyne  of 
)>e  dee])  /  ])af  is  perdurable .  [848]  ynto  ^  body  annoye]) 
if  greuously  also  for  if  drie^  hym  and  waaste])  hym  /  and 
[.  .  no  gap  in  MS.]  of  his  blood  he  make])  sacrifice  to  ])e 
feende  of  helle.  hif  waaste])  eke  his  catett  and  his  substannce. 
[849]  &  certes  if  if  be  a  foule  ])ingi  a  man  to  waasf 
his  catett  on  wommen .  jif  is  if  a  foulere  ^inge  whan  ])af 
for  such  ordure  wommen  dispenden  ypon  men  her  catett 
and  her  substannce  [850]  U  This  synne  as  seip  the  pr&pheto  IT  Pfvph«^./ 
byreue])  man  and  womman  her  good  fame  and  al  her 
honure  and  if  is  ful  plesaunt  to  ])e  deuel.   for  ])erby 
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wjimeth  he  ]>e  mosl^  partie  of  ^is  wot1<I 
[851]  And  rijf  as  a  marchaimte  delite]?  hym  most^ 
in  chafifaie  ])af  he  haj)  most*  auatmtage  of  Bills'. 
80  dclite])  fe  feende  in  ])i8  orduie 

[852]  this  is  jjaf  oJ>er  hand  of  fe  deuel  wip  .v. 
fjngres  to  cacche  ))e  pnple  to  his  yilanye  [853]  U  The 
firsf  fynger  is  )>e  foolissh  lokinge  of  the  foolyssh  man 
or  the  folissh  wo97iman  p&\?  sclee])  rijf  as  ]>e  hasilicok 
ecleeip  f olk«  hy  Jw  venyme  of  his  /  sighf .  ffor  Jw  Coueityse 
of  ])e  eyen  folowe])  ]>e  couetise  of  ^e  herte  [854]  H  That* 
o]7er  fynger  is  ]>e  yileyns  touchynge  in  wicked 
manei*  And  ]>eTfore  sei]?  Salomofi.  ]»t<  Trho  so 
touched  and  handlep  a  wo/nman.  he  faxef  like  hym 
]>af  handle])  ^e  scorpion  ])at*  stjngep  and  sodeynly 
sclee^  j)oargh  his  enuenemynge.  As  who  so  tonche]) 
warms  picch.  he  shenf  his  fyngres  [855]  II  The  iij  is 
f oolissh  wordes  ];at*  fare))  lich  fire  ])at*  hrenne]) .  pai?  rijf  anoon 
brenne])  J)e  herte,  [856]  H  The  iiij.  is  J)e 
kissynge.  And  8o])ly  he  were  a  grete  fool  )>at^  wolde 
kysse  fe  mou])  of  a  brennyng*  ouen  or  of  a  fomeys. 
[857]  And  /  more  fooles  bene  pei  Jaf  kissen  in  vileynye 
for  j)af  moup  is  ))e  mouj^e  of  helle.  And  namely  ])ise 
olde  dotardes  holours  jif  wil  )>ei  kisse  ]>oii}e 
))ei  may  not*  do.  and  smatere  hem  [858]  U  Certes  j^i 
bene  like  to  houndes .  ffor  an  hounde  whan  he  comme])  by 
|>e  Eosere  or  by  oper  bewtees  ])on3e  he  may  noif 
pisse.  3it  wil  he  heuene  vp  his  legge  and  make  coun- 
tenaunce  to  pisse .  [859]  And  for  pat*  mony  man  weneth 
pat*  he  may  no^f  synne  for  no  likerousnesse  pat*  he  dop 
with  his  wiff  Certes  paf  opynyofl  is  fals  H  God  woote  a 
man  /  may  sole  hym  self  wip  his  owne  knyff.  And  maken 
hywt  dniwke  wip  his  owne  tunge  [860]  Certes 
be  it*  wif  or  childe  or  eny  worldly  ping*  pat*  he 
loueth  to-fore  god  it*  is  his  mameuf  and  he  is  his  ydolastre 
[861]  H  A  man  shuld  loue  his  wiff  by  discreciofi 
paciently    and     temporally     And    pan    is    she    as    it^ 
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were  his  sustei*  P^^]  11  The  .v.  ^fyngei*  of  J>e  deuels 
honde  is  j)e  stynkynge  dede  of  lecherie  [863]  Certes  J>e  .v. 
fyngers  of  glotenye  fe  f ende  putte  in  )>e  wombe  of  a  man . 
and  wij)  pise  ,v.  fyngers  of  lecherie  he  gripejj  hym  by 
]?e  Eaynes  forto  J^rowe  hym  into  ]?e  fomais  of 
helle .  [864]  ])er  as  ];ei  /  shul  han  ])e  fayr^  and  )>e  wonnes 
faf  euere  shul  lasten.  and  wepyng*  and  waillyng*. 
sharp  hungei*  and  Jresf.  Grislynesse  of  deuels 
J^at*  shullen  alto  treden  hem  'wi^uten  respite  and  wtt/t- 
outen  eende  [865]  H  Of  lecchery  as  I  seide  sourden 
dyuers  spices  As  fornicacion  )>at*  is  bytwix  man 
and  womman  ])af  bene  nof  maried.  and  fls  is  dedly 
synne  and  ajeinsf  nature .  [866]  for  al  ]7af  is  enemye  and 
destructiofi  to  nature  is  a3einsf  nature .  [867]  Pa?'fay  fQ 
reson  of  a  man  telleth  hym  eke  wel  paf  if  is  dedly 
synne  for  as  moch  as  god  forbode  lechery.  And  seinf 
Paule  3eue])  hym  ]7e  regno  J^at*  is  due  to  no  "w^t 
%  Buf  to  hem  paf  doon  dedly  synne  [868]  f  A  noper  synne 
of  lechery  is  forto  byreuen  a  maide  of  her  maidenhode . 
fibr  certes  he  paf  so  dooj)  he  caccheth  a  mayde  ouf 
of  pe  hiesf  degree  pat*  is  in  pis  present*  liff  [869]  and 
byreuep  hure  pilk*  pr[e]cious  firuyte  paf  pe  boke  clepep 
po  hundred  firuyte  I  ne  can  nof  say  if  in  noon  oper  way  in 
englissh.  buf  in  latyne  if  highf  Gentesimi/^  fructus 
[870]  Certes  he  pat  so  dop  is  cause  of  mony 
damages  and  vilenyes  moo  pan  eny  man  can  rekne 
Ei^f  as  he  somtyme  is  cause  of  aH  Damages  paf  beeste^ 
doon  in  pe  feelde  paf  brekep  pe  hegge  or  pe  closure 
porowe  whidl  he  distroiep  paf  may  nof  be  restored. 
[871]  fFor  certes  no  more  may'  maidenhede  be  re- 
stored, pan  an  harme  smyte  fro  pe  body  may 
retoume  ajein  to  wexe.  [872]  She  may  haue  mercy  pis 
wote  I  weH:  if  she  doo  penitence,  buf  neuer  shal  if 
be  paf  she  nas  corrupte .  [873]  And  al  be  if  so  paf  I  haue 
spoken  somwhaf  of  aduoutrie.  if  is  good  to  shewen  moo 
periles  paf  longen  to  aduoutrie  forto  eschewe  pe  foule 
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synne  of  [874]  aduontrie  U  Auoutry  in  latjne  is  forio  seyne 
approchinge  of  an  o])ei  mannjs  bed.  J^oorgK  whicti  ]ioo  yaif 
-whilom  were  00  flesslL.  abonnden  her  body  to  oiper  perBones 
[875]  U  Of  ])is  sjnne  as  sei])  pe  wise  man  commep 
monj  harmes  If  ffirst  brekinge  of  fei  fei];.  And  oertes 
ieip  is  keje  of  cristendome  [876]  And  whan  ]»t^ 
feij)  is  broke  and  lome.  ao\iij  cristendome  stant*. 
[veyne]  And  wiji-out*  fruyte  [877]  yia  sjnne  is  eke  a 
J)eef ./  U  ffor  ]>eeff  generalli  to  speke  is  forto  Eeue  a  wijf^his 
]7ing<  i^einst*  his  wille.  [878]  Certes  ^is  is  ])e  foulesl^  yelV 
that  may  be.  wha»  *a  womman  stele]^  her  body  from 
her  husbond  and  ^eue])  if  to  her  holour  to  defonle 
hei^  and  stelep  her  soule  from  crist*  &  ^eue]^  if  to 
pe  deuel .  [879]  This  is  a  foule[r]  ))eff  j)an  forto  stele  or  breke 
])e  chalice  from  pe  autere.  for  J^ise  aduoutreis 
breken  pQ  temple  of  god  spiritnelly  and  stelen  pe  vessel} 
of  grace  ])at*  is  pe  body  and  pe  sanle.  ffor  whicK  crisf 
YPanhu.  shal  destroien  hem  as  sei))  seynf  Paule.  [880]  H  Soplj 
of  pis  ))eff  douted  gretly  loseph  whan  ]>af  his  lordys 
wif  preide  hym  of  vilanye  whan  he  saide  IT  lo  my  lorde 
howe  my  lady  ha])  take  to  me  vnder  my  ward  al  ]>af  he 
ha)>  in  pla  world,  ne  no  ]>ing<  of  his  ou^f  ot 
my  pouei*  but"  oonly  je  Jjaf  bene  his  wiff  [S81]  and 
howe  shuld  I  ]>an  doon  piB  wikkednesse  &  synne  so 
horribli  against  god.  god  if  forbede. 
Alias  al  to  litel  is  suche  trouj^e  now  yfonnde  [882]  IT  The 
iij.  harme  is  the  filfe  forowe  ^e  which  ^i  breken 
])e  comaundemen  of  god  and  defoulen  pe  autere  of 
her  matrimoyne  )>af  is  crisf  [883]  ffor  certes  in  so  moche 
as  pe  sacramenf  of  mariage  is  so  noble  and  so  digne.  80 
moche  if  is  pe  gretter  synne  forto  breke  if.  ffor  god 
made  mariage  in  paradys  in  pe  estate  of  Innocence  to 
multiplie  mankynde  to  pe  sendee  of  god.  [884]  and 
jjerfore  is  pe  brekinge  Jjerof  greuous.  Of  whicfi 
breking*  commen  fels  heires  often  tyme  Jaf  wrongftilH 
occupien   folkes   heritage   and    Jyerfore    wil    crisf    pntte 
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hem  out*  of  pe  regne  of  heuene  J^af  is  heritage  to  good 
folk  [885]  H  Of  ]>is  breking*  comme^  eke  off  tymes  ]>a<^ 
folk  vnware  wedden  or  synnen  with  her  owne  kynrede* 
and  namely  ])ilk*  harlottes  paf  haanten  bordels  H  Of  thise 
fool  woTTimen  ])af  mowen  be  likned  to  a  comone  gonge 
wher  as  men  purge  her  ordure  [886]  H  What*  say  we 
eke  of  putours  j^at*  lyuen  by  pQ  horrible  synne  of  Putrie 
and  constreynen  wommen  ^e  somtyme  his  owne  wifT  or 
his  childe  as  doon  ])ise  bawdes  to  jeelden  hem  a  certeyn 
rent*  of  her  bodily  putrie  Certes  ])ise  bene  cursed 
synnes  [887]  H  Yndeistonde))  eke  ]>af  aduoutrie  is  sette 
gladly  in  the  z.  comaundementz  bytwix  ^ft*  and  man- 
nys  sclaughter .  for  if  is  ^e  grettesf  ]>eff  f&if  may  be .  ffor  if 
is  ]>eeff  of  body  and  soule  [888]  and  if  is  like 
homycide  ffor  if  kerue])  a  twoo  and  breke])  a  twoo  hem 
y&V  fursf  were  ymaked  00  fles^.  and  ])erfor  by  fe  olde 
lawe  fQi  ^shuld  be  sclayn  [889]  Buf  na^ees  by 
]?e  lawe  of  Ihem  crisf  p&if  is  pQ  lawe  of  pite  whan  he 
saide  to  pQ  womman  ])af  was  /  founde  in  aduoutrio 
and  shuld  haue  bene  sclayn  wi]>  stones  aftere  pQ  wille  otpo 
Iwes  as  was  her  lawe  U  Go  quod  ihem  crist  and  haue  no 
more  wille  to  do  synne  or  wil  no  more  to  do  synne 
[890]  Soplj  yengeaunce  of  aduoutrie  is  a-warded 
to  pe  peyne  of  helle  buf  if  be  destroubled 
by  penatince  [891]  U  3if  bene  ]>ere  moo  spices  of  pia  cursed 
synne .  as  whan  ]>af  oon  of  hem  is  religious  or  ellis  boo)»  • 
or  of  folk  ]?af  bene  entred  into  ordere  as  subdeken 
or  deken  or  preesf  or  hospitalers,  and  euer  pe  hier  ]>af 
he  is  in  ordere  pQ  gretter  is  pe  synne  [892]  The 
])ingge8  J^af  gretly  aggreggen.  his  synne  is  pQ  broking* 
of  his  ayowe  of  chaastite  whan  he  lecejnep  order*. 
[893]  And  fer)>er  ouer.  soo])  is  )yaf  holy  ordei*  is  cheef 
of  aH  ]>e  tresour  of  god .  And  his  especial  syngne  and  marke 
of  chaastite  to  shewe  ]>af  ^ei  bene  loyned  to  chastite 
which  ^af  \b  pe  moosf  precious  lif  ))af  is.  [894]  And 
eke  ]>ise  ordred  folk*  bene  specially  ty  tied  to  god .  and  of  pe 
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special  mayne  of  god .  ffor  -which  whan  pei  doon  dedly 
sjnne  ^oi  bene  ^e  special  traitouis  of  god  and  of  his 
puple.  flfor  Jjei  lyuen  of  J)e  pnple  to  prey  for  Jw  puple. 
And  while  pet  bene  such  traitouis  her  preiers  availlen 
nof  to  pe  puple ./  [895]  1[  Preestes  bene  as  aungels  as  bj 
^PMhM.  ^e  dignite  of  hir  mysterje  H  £uf  forso])  seynf  poule 

sei]).  ^at  sathanas  transforme]^  hym  into  an  aung^  of 
li^f.  [896]  So))ly  pe  preesf  >af  haunte^ 
synne  he  may  be  likned  ynto  pQ  aungel  of  derknesse. 
transformed  in  pe  aungel  of  li^f  51  He  semej)  aungel 
of  li}t*.  buf  forso])  he  is  aungel  of  derknesse 
[897]  H  Suche  preestes  bene  pe  sones  of  Belye.  as 
schewej)  in  pe  boke  of  kyngges  ]iat*  ])oi  weren  pQ 
sones  of  Belial  ]>af  is  pQ  deueli:  [898]  Belial  is  to  say 
wi]K)uf  luge,  and  so  faren  pel.  hem  ^enke 
^ei  bene  free  and  ban  no  luge  no  more  pan  ha))  a  free 
boole  |>af  take))  which  kowe  ])at*  him  litek  in  pQ 
toune .  [899]  So  faren  ])ei  by  wemmen .  ffor  ri^f  [as]  a 
fre  bulle  is  ynou^e  for  al  a  toune  Bijf  so  is  a  /  wikked 
preesf  corrupte  ynough  for  al  a  parissh  or  att  a 
cuntree  [900]  Thise  preestes  as  sei])  pe  boke  ne 
kon  nott  pe  mysterye  of  preesthode  to  pe  puple .  ne  god  ne 
knowe])  ^hem  nou3t*They  ne  holden  hem  nou^fa-paideas  sei]) 
pe  boke  of  soden  flessh  ])af  was  to  hem  ofi&ed  buf  ])ei 
toke  by  force  ^e  flesshe  ])af  is  rawe  [901]  Certes  ri^f  so 
])ise  schiewes  ne  holdene  hem  nof  a-paide  of  rosted  fiessh 
and  soden  fles^  -wip  pe  which  pe  pupeH  fedden  hem  in 
grete  reuerence.  Buf  ))ei  wil  haue  rawe  fles^  as  folkee 
wyues  and  her  doughtren  [902]  IT  And  oertes 
wommen  ])af  consenten  to  her  harlotrie  done  grete 
wronge  to  cnsf  and  to  holy  chuiche  and* to  alhalowes  and 
to  att  saules  ffbr  ])ei  byreuen  al  peae  hym  ])af  shulde 
worshipen  crisf  and  holy  church  and  prey  for  cristen 
saules  [903]  And  ])erfore  han  suche  preestes  and  her 
lemmans  eke  paf  consenten  to  her  leccherie  pe  malisofi 
of    J7e/    courte    cristen    to    Jei   come    to    amendemenf 
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[904]  IF  The  iy  spice  of  aduoutrie  is  somtyme  by-twene 
a  man  and  his  wiff .  &  fa.if  is  whan  ))ei  taken  no  rewardf 
in  her  assemblynge  but*  only  to  her  flesshly  delite  as 
seij)  seinf  lerom.  [905]  and  ne  rekken  of  nojiinge  but*  if] 
faf  fei  bene  assembled  by  cause  Jjaf  Jei  bene  ymaried. 
al  is  good  ynou^e  as  ])enke]7  to  hem  [906]  But*  in  suche 
folk  ha])  ])e  deuel  pouer  as  seide  fe  aungel  Eaphael  Y  Angaiw 
to/  Thobie.  ffor  in  her  assemblynge  fei  putten  Ihe^ru 
C7isf  out*  of  her  hertes  and  ^eue  hem  self  to  9^  ordure 
[907]  IF  ^Q  ii^'  spice  is  fe  assemblynge  of  hem  )&V  bene 
of  her  kynrede.  or  of  hem  ])at*  bene  of  oon  affinite  or 
ellis  wij)  hem  wij)  J)e  which  her  faders  or  her  kynrede 
ban  deled  Yrip  in  fe  synne  of  lecherie  This  synne  make]) 
hem  liche  houndes  ^af  taken  no  kepe  of  kynrede 
[908]  and  certes  Parentela  is  in  two  maners  oi))er  / 
goostly    or   flesshly.    Goostely  as    forto   delen  wijj  her 

gossipes  [909]  ffor  rijf  so  as  [ 

.  .  .  .  no  gap  in  the  MS,]  is  his  godfader  his  fadere 
espirituel  ffor  which  a  womman  may  in  no  lasse  synne 
assemble  wip  her  Gossipe  ])an  wi)>  her  owne  flesshly 
bropere  [910]  IF  The  v.  spice  is  Jilk*  abhominable 
synne  of  which  paf  no  man  vnnepes  ou^f  to/  speke  ne 
write  //  Napelees  it*  is  openly  rehersed  in  holy  writf 

[9x1]  [. 

no  gap  in  the  MS."] 

speke  of  horrible  synne  Certes  holy  writt  may  not*  be 
defouled  no  more  ^an  ))e  sonne  ))at  shyne^  on  a 
myxen./  [912]  IF  Anojjer  synne  appertenej)  to  lecherie  |>at* 
comme])  in  sclepinge  and  pis  synne  commep  off  to  hem 
baf  bene  maydens  and  eke  to  hem  pat*  bene  corrupte 
And  pis  synne  men  clepen  polluciofl  paf  commep  in  iiij. 
maners  [913]  Somtyme  of  a  langwisshing*  ^of  body  for 
pe  humours  bene  to  rank*  and  habundafif  in  pe  body 
of  man.  somtyme  for  pe  infirmite  for  pe  feblesse  of  pe 
vertue  retentif  as  phisik  makep  mencion.  somtyme  for 
sorfete  of   mete    and   drinke    [914]    and   somtyme  for 
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vileynB  fovL^iea  ^af  bene  enclosed  in  mannes  mynde 
whan  lie  goo]?  to  sclepe  'whicK  may  nof  bene  wi^aten 
synne  fro  vhiche  pei  may  not*  kepe  hem  wisely  or  ellis 
may  men  synne  ful  greuoiwly 

%  Bsmedium  contra  Inzunom 

[9 1 5]  If  Now  commeip  pe  remedy  s^einsf  leccherie  and  pa,i^ 
is  generalli  chaastite  and  contynence  ati  le- 
freyne)?  al  ]>e  disordeyne  meuyngges  ^af  commen 
of  flesshly  talentes  [916]  And  euere  pe  gretter  merite 
shal  he  haue  pat*  most*  restreynef)  j)e  wikked  enchaw- 
finge  of  ordure  of  pis  synne  and  this  is  in  two 
maners  /  ])at*  is  to  sayn .  chaastite  of  manage  and  chastite 
of  widowhede  [917]  IT  Now  shalf  J)ou  here  J»t* 
matrimoyne  is  leeful  assemblyng^  of  man  and 
woman  ]>af  resceyuen  by  fe  vertne  of  pe  sacrement*  fe 
boond  ])orgh  which  J)ei  may  not  bene  departed  in  ali  hir 
liff*  ])af  is  to  say.  pQ  whiles  pei  lyuen  bop. 
[918]  this  is  as  /  seip  pe  book*  a  ful  grete  sacrament*, 
god  made  it*  as  I  haue  saide  in  paradis  and  wold  hym- 
self  be  bom  in  maryage .  [919]  and  for  [to]  halowe  manage 
he  was  at*  a  weddinge.  Where  as  he  turned  water  into 
wyne  which  was  pe  fursf  myrade  pat*  he  wroigt*  in 
erpe  byfom  his  disciples.  [920]  Trewe  effecte  of 
mariage  densep  fomicacioft  &  replenysshep  holy 
church  in  good  lynage.  ffor  as  pe  ende  of  mariage 
as  if  chaungep  dedly  synne  into  venial  ytwix 
hem  pat*  bene  wedded  /  and  makep  pe  hertys  allon 
of  hem  pat*  bene  ywedded  as  wel  as  the  bodies 
[^21]  pis  is  verrey  mariage.  pat*  is  establisshed  by 
god  er  pat*  synne  bygan.  whan  naturel  lawe  was  in  his 
ri^t*  poynt*  in  paradys .  And  if  was  ordeyned  paf  00  man 
sliuld  haue  buf  00  womman  and  00  womman  buf  00  man 
5  A,vi9ustinu§    as  seipe  seynf  Austyne  by  mony  resons 

[922]  ffursf  for  paf  mariage  is  figured  bitwix  man .  and 

PBTWOBTH   684  (S-T.  668) 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


SIX-TEXT   669 

GROUP  I.   §  8.  parson's  tale.  Petworth  MS.  685 

holy  charche.  And  anoper  is.  for  ^e  man  is  hede  of 
fe  womman .  Algate  by  oidynaunce  it*  shulde  be  doo  soo . 
[923]  ffor  if  a  womman  haue  moo  men  ))an  oon.  fan 
shuld  she  haue  moo  hedes  fan  oon.  and  ^af  were  and 
horrible  J^inge  byfore  god./  ^And  eke  oon  womman  ne 
ray^f  not*  plese  to  mony  men  at*  ones  And  also 
J^er  ne  shuld  be  neuer  pees  no  rest*  amonges  hem  for 
enereche  wold  aske  his  owne  )>inge  [924]  And 
fer)>ermore  no  man  shulde  knowe  his  owne  en- 
gendrure  ne  who  shuld  haue  his  heritage  and  pe 
woman  shuld  J^e  lasse  be  byloued  fro  )>e  tyme  ^at* 
she  were  commytte  to  mony  men 

[925]  f  Nowe  commeth  how  J)at*  a  man  shuld  here  hym 
wi^  hys  wiff.  and/  namely  in  two  J'ingges  |>af  is  to 
say  in  suf&annce  and  in  reuerence  and  ])af  shewed  first  cnst 
whan  he  made  fursf  womman  [926]  ffor  he  ne  made  her 
nou^t*  of  ye  hede  of  Adam .  for  /  she  shulde  not*  haue  to 
grete  lordship.  [927]  ffor  fer  as  J)e  womman  haf  J)e 
maistrie  she  make])  to  mochel  disaraye  )>er  neden  noon 
ensamples  of  ^is.  The  exp^ence  of  pis 
au^t*  suffise  [928]  H  Also  certes  god  ne  made  not* 
womman  of  ^e  foote  of  Adam  for  she  shuld  not*  be 
holden  to  lowe  for  she  can  not*  pacyently  suffre  But*  god 
made  womman  of  the  ribbe  of  Adam  for  womman  shulde 
be  felawe  vnto  man  [929]  U  Man  shulde  here  hym  to  his 
wiff  in  fei]).  in  trouj^e  an  in  loue.  as  sei])  seint* 
paule  that*  a  man  shal  loue  his  wiff  as  crist*  loued  5  3 
holy  chirctL  ^at*  loued  it*  so  wel  J^at*  he  dyed  for  it*. 
So  shal  a  man  for  his  wiff*  if  it*  were  nede 

[930]  II  Now  how  pat*  a  womman  shuld  be  subiecte 
to  her  husbond  pat*  teUep  seint*  Petei'  /  [.  ,  .  no  gap  ^  p«teiM 
in  the  MS."]  [931]  and  eke  as  seipe  pe  decree .  A  womman 
as  longe  as  she  is  a  wiff  she  ne  hap  noon 
auctorite  to  swere  ne  here  witnesse  wip-out  leue  of 
her  husbonde  pat*  is  her  lord  it*  shuld  be  so 
by    resofl.    [932]    she   shulde   eke   serue    hym    in    aH 
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honeste  and  bene  attempre«  of  her  araj  I  wooi^  wett 
]>af  ]>ei  fihnlden  setten  her  entent  to  plese  her  hiis- 
bondes  buf  not*  by  her  queyntise  of  aray ./  [933]  Seyntf 

^inonimms  leiom  8ei^.  J^af  -wyves  f&if  bene  apparailed  in  aUk*  and 
in  purpoie  ne  mowe  nof  cloj^en  hem  in  Ihega. 
cmf  [. no  gap  in  the  MS.] 

^gregariuBj  [934]  IT  Seynf  Gregor  seij)  eke  fat*  no  yri^f?  sake) 
precioos  aray  bnt*  oonly  for  veynglorie  to  bene 
honoured  }e  more  toforn  ^  pnple  [935]  IT  If  ia  a 
foly  a  womman  to  haue  a  grete  aray  outward  and 
her  self  be  foule  inward  [936]  IF  A  wifT  shuld  eke  be 
mesurable  in  lokynge  and  in  berynge  and  /  in  laughings 
and  discrete  in  9^  her  wordes  aud  dedys  [937]  and  / 
abouen  alb  worldly  )»ingges .  She  shulde  loue  her  husbonde 
wij)  al  her  herte  and  to  hy7»  by  trewe  of  her  body 
[938]  ^So  shuld  an  husbonde  eke  by  trewe  to  his  wif. 
ffor  sijwns  ]}at<  al  pQ  body  is  ))e  husbondes.  soo  shuld 
her  hertes  bene  oon  Or  elhs  per  is  bytwix  hem  twoo  as  in 
)>at<  no  partite  manage  [939]  IT  Than  shal  a  man  ynder- 
stond  ]>af  for  iij.  fingges  a  man  and  his  wiff 
mowen  assemblen  IF  The  fursf  is  for  engen- 
drure  of  children  to  serue  god.  ffor  certes  J^  is 
Je  cause  fynaH  of  matrimoynye  [940]  IT  Aaopei  is  to 
^eelde  eueriche  of  hem  to  o]>er  ]>e  dette  of  her  body, 
ffor  nei])er  of  hem  ha])  power  of  her  owne  bodje 
IT  The  iij.  is  forto  eschewe  leccherye  and  vilenye 
IT  The  iiy.  forso])  is  dedly  synne./  [941]  As  to  fe 
fursf  if  is  meritorie  ))e  seconnde  also  for  as  6ai]>e  ])e 
decree,  ^f  chase)»  merite  of  chaastite  faf  3elde])  to 
her  husbonde  fe  dette  of  her  body,  je  J^ouje  it  be 
igeinsf  her  lykinge  and  J>e  lusf  of  her  herte  [942]  IT  The 
iij.  manere  of  venial  synne.  And  trewly  scarcely  may 
eny  of  fise  be  wi]K)uten  venyal  synne  for  ^ 
corrupcion  and  for  J)e  deHte  [943]  IF  The  iiij. 
manere  is  forto  ynderstonde  if  ]»i  assemble  oonly  for 
amerous  loue.  and  for  noon  of  fe  forsaide  causes  but* 
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forto  accomplise  J)ilk  brennyng*  ddite  ])ei  Tech. 
neuere  hou  often  •  BoJ)ly  if  is  a  dedly  eynne .  And  jif  wij) 
sorowe  some  folk  wil  peynen  hem  more  to  doo  J?an 
her  appetif  suffise]) 

[944]  IT  The  secoonde  maner  of  chastite  is  to  be 
a  clene  wydowe  and  to  eschewe  ^e  enbrasing*  of  man 
and  to  desire  J?e  enbrasing*  of  Ihe«u  crisf .  [945]  Thise 
bene  J)oo  J)at*  han  beii  wyues  and  ban  forgoon  her  hus- 
bondes  And  eke  wommen  ]>af  han  /  doon  lecheiye  and  bene 
releued  by  penaunce  [946]  And  certes  if  ))af  a  wiff 
con])e  kepe  her  al  chaasf  by  licence  of  her  husbonde  so 
)>at*  she  ner  noon  occasiofL  J^af  he  a-gilt*  it* 
were  to  hii^  a  grete  merite  [947]  Thise  maner 
of  wommen  J^at*  obseruen  chaastitee  most*  be  clene  in  herte 
as  wel  as  in  body  and  in  ^ou^i?  and  mesurable  in  clo])inge 
and  in  contynawnce  IF  Abstynent*  in  etynge  and 
drynkynge  in  spekinge  and  in  dede  and  ]>an  is  she  ))e 
yessett  of  Jje  boysf  of  Jje  blessed  Mawdeleyne  J^at* 
fulfillej)  holy  chnrc&  ful  of  good  odure  [948]  IT  The  iij. 
maner  of  chaastite  is  yirgynyte .  And  it  byhoue])  p&i?  she 
be  holy  in  herf  and  clene  of  body  ])an  is  she 
sponse  to  Jhegu.  crisf  and  she  is  |)e  lif  of  aungels. 
[949]  She  is  Je  preysyng*  of  pia  world  And  she  is  as 
])i8e  marters  in  regalite  ^she  ha))  in  hur^  ]>af  tunge  may 
nof  telle  [950]  Virgynite  bare  our  lorde 
IhesvL  crisf  and  virgyne  was  hyTnself 

[95^]  ^  Another  remedy  ajeinsf  lecheiye  is  specialy 
to  wi])drawe  such  )>inggea  as  ^euen  occasiofk  to  ])ilk 
vilanye  as  ease  and  etynge  and  drinkinge .  ffor  certes  whan 
J)e  potte  boyle))  strongly  fe  besf  remedy  is  to  wif- 
drawe  J)e  fuyre  [952]  H  Scleping*  longe  in  grete  quiete 
is  eke  a  grete  nonce  to  leccherie 

[953]  ^  Another  remedy e  ajeinsf  lecherie  is  faf  a 
womman  or  a  man  eschewe  companye  of  hem  by 
which  he  doute]^  to  be  tempted .  for  al  be  if  soo  ])af  fe 
dede    be    wi])-stonde     ^if    is    ])ere     grete    temptacioH 
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[954]  IT  So])ly  a  white  waH  al-foxi^e  i\>  ne  brenne  nof^ 
folly  by  stikkynge  of  a  Candett  3if  is  ye  walle  blak*  of  ]»e 
leyte  [955]  ful  ofb  tyme  I  lede  y&\f  no  man  tresis  in 
his  owne  perfeccion  But*  he  be  strenger  ^n  Sampsofl. 
Holyer  ]?an  dartd .  wiser  ]?an  IF  Salomon 

[956]  IF  Now  after  ]?af  I  haue  dedaied  )on  as  I  can 
of  ^e  Yij.  dedly  synnes  and  some  of  her  brannches  and 
her  remedies,  aoflj  if  I  cou))e  I  wold  telle  jowe  fe 
ten  Comaundementz .  [957]  buf  so  hije  a  doctrine  I  lete  to 
deyynes .  Ka]>elees  I  hope  to  god  fei  bene  touched  in  fia 
tretys  euerech  of  hem  alle 


n 


%  De  confessione  • 


TOoBftMloin       iVr^^  ^^'  ^  moche  aS  pe  secounde  part  of  penitence 
stanf  in  confession  of  mou]>  as  I  byganne  in  ye 

^AaguiHiwi  [first]  chapitere  I  seye  Seinf  Austyn  sei]). 
[959]  Synne  is  euery  word  and  eueiy  dede  and  al  y&if 
men  coneiten  a^einsf  ye  lawe  of  IhesM  crista .  And  ^is  is 
forto  synne.  in  herte  in  morxy  and  in  dede  be  ^i  .y. 
wittes  ))at*  bene  s^t*  hering*  smellynge  taasting* 
or  sauouringe  and  fclynge  [960]  If  Now  is  if  good  to 
ynderstonde  ye  circumstances  ))at*  aggreggen  mochel  euery 
synne./  [96 1]  IT  Thow  shalf  considere  what*  yon  art*  y&V  dosV 
ye  synne.  whedere  ^ou  be  male  or  female,  ^ong*  or 
olde.  gentile  or  yraB.  fEre  or  seruaunte.  hool  or  seke. 
wedded  or  syng^.  Ordred  or  vnordred.  wise  or  fool, 
clerk*  or  Seculere.  [962]  If  she  be  of  ^i  kynrede  bodily 
or  goostly  or  noon.  If  eny  of  yi  kynrede  haue  synned 
wij)  hure  or  noon .  and  mony  moo/  fingges 

[963]  IT  That*  other  circumstaunce  is  this.  Whedere  if  be 
doon  in  fomicacion  or  noon,  or  in  aduoutrie.  or  in  incesf .  or 
noon  maiden  /  or  noon  in  manor  of  homicede  or  noon 
horrible  grete  synne  or  smale.  and  how  longe  ]h>u  ^basf 
contynued  in  synne  [964]  If  The  iij.  circumstaunce  is 
ye  place  where   ]>ou   hasf   doon   synne  whedere  in  o]>er 
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mennys  house  or  in  pine  owne .  in  f eeld  or  In  cliurc& . 
or  in  chircli  hawe  In  church  dedicate  or  noon 
[965]  For  if  pe  church  were  halowed  and  man  or  wo97?man 
spillen  her  kynde  inwi]>  ))af  placeby-twene  wajof  sjnneor  by 
wikked  temptaciofL  ]>e  church  were  enterdited  til  if 
were  reconsiled  by  pe  bisshope  [966]  and  ))e  preesf  shuld 
be  enterdited  ]>af  did  such  a  vilany  pe  teerme  of  al  his  liff .  he 
shuld  no  more  synge  masse,  and  if  he  did  he  shuld 
do  dedly  synne  af  euery  tyme  ]>at*  he  songe  masse 
[967]  IT  The  4.  circumstannce  is  by  which  mediate 
ours  as  by  massagers  or  for  enticement*  or  for 
consentemenf  to  here  company  wi)>  felawship  for 
mony  a  wrecch  forto  here  companye  willen  goo  to  }e 
deuel  of  helle.  [968]  ffor  pei  ])af  eggen  or  con- 
aenten  to  fe  synne  bene  partniers  of  pe  synne  and 
of  pe  dampnaciofi  of  pe  synnere 

[969]  IT  The  .V.  is  of  how  mony  tymes 
^at*  he  ha^  synned  and  /  if  be  in  his  mynde .  and  howe  off 
^f  he  ha))  falle.  [970]  ffor  he  ]>af  off  falle^  in  synne 
he  despise])  pe  mercy  of  god  and  encrese])  his  synne 
and  is  vnkynde  to  god  and  he  wexe)>  pe  more  feble 
to  wi|)stonde  synne.  and  8ynne)>  pe  more  li^tlier 
[971]  and  pQ  latter  arise]?,  and  is  ]>e  more  eschewe  for 
to  schryuen  hjm  and  namely  to  hym  ))af  ha^  bene  his  con- 
fessoure.  [972]  ffor  which  ))af  folkf  whan  pei  falle  a^ein 
in  her  old  folies.  ou^f  fei  forleten  her  confessours 
al  ytterly  or  ellb  ]>ei  departen  her  shriff  in  dyuers 
place  Buf  BOplj  such  departed  shrift  deserue])  no 
mercy  of  god  of  his  synnes.  [973]  IT  The  sexf  circum- 
stannce is  fis  why  J)af  a  man  synnef  as  by  whicho  temptacion 
And  if  hjm  self  procure  pilk  tomptaciofl  or  by  ex- 
cityng*  of  ofer  folk* .  or  if  fou  synne  with  a  womman  by 
force  or  by  hure  owne  assenf  [974]  /Or  if  pQ  woynnian 
Maugre  her  hede  ha))  bene  enforsed  or  noon.  p\a 
shal  she  telle  for  coueityse  or  for  pouerf.  And 
if  if  were  her  procurynge  or  noon  and   such   maneie 
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liarnajs.  [975]  IT  The  .7.  circuTnstauTice  is  in  yrhsiV 
manere  he  ha])  doon  his  synne.  or  noon  or  /  how  ^at*  he  ha^ 
suffred.  ho  we  folk  han  done  to  her.  [976]  Of  ]>e  same  shal 
men  telle  pleynlj  aH  circumstannoes  and  whedere 
he  ha)}  sjnned  wi]>  comune  hordeH  wommen  or  noon 
[977]  *^'  d<>  ^  synne  in  holy  tymes  or  non.  In  fast- 
ynff  tymes  or  non .  or  he  longe  from  his  shriff .  or  after  his 
latter  schriff  [978]  ha])  p^rauenture  hroken  his 
penaunce  enioyned .  by  whos  helpe  and  whoos  eounsaile  by 
sorcery  or  craft*  aH  J)ise  Jingges  mosten  be  tolde.  [979j 
After  |)at*  ]>ei  bene  grete  or  smale  engreggen  pe 
conscience  of  man  IT  And  eke  )>e  preesf  ]>at^  is 
]?i  luge  may  fe  better  be  auysed  of  his  lu^emenf  in 
^euyng*  of  ])i  penau;ice  and  ])af  is  after  ])i  contncion. 
[980]  ffor  vnderstondej)  wel  J)at*  afterc  tyme  J>at*  a  man 
hat^  defouled  his  bapteme  by  synne  if  he  wil  come  to 
sauacion.  ther  nys  noon  ofer  way  but*  by  penitence 
and  schriff  and  by  satisfacciofi  /  [981]  and  namely  by  J»  two 
if  ])er  be  a  confessoui*  to  which  he  may  schryve  hym. 
And  ]>e  iij.  if  he  haue  lif  to  parfourme  if 

[982]  Than  shal  man  loke  and  consideie  if  he 
wil  make  a  trewe  and  a  profitable  confessiotL.  Ther 
mosf  be  4.  condicions  [983]  II  ffirst  it  mosf  be  in 
sorowf ul  bittemes  of  herte  as  seide  ))e  kyng<  Ezechi^  to 
god  U  I  wil  remembre  aH  fe  3eeres  of  my  liff  in 
bittemesse  of  myn  herte  [984]  U  This  condyciofi  of  bitter- 
nesse  haj?  .y.  signes.  The  fursf  is  ])af  confession 
mosf  be  shamefasf  nof  forto  keueren  ne  to  hiden  his  synne 
buf  for  he  ha))   agilf  his  god  and  defoiled/  his  soule 

^AagutHnus  [985]  And  here  of  seif  seynf  Austyne  U  The  herte 
travaille))  for  shame  of  his  synne .  And  for  he  hath  grete 
shamfastnesse  he  is  digne  to  haue  grete  mercie 
[986]  which  was  pe  confession  of  J)e  publycane  J«it^ 
wold  nof  heue  vp  his  yen  to  heuene  for  he  had 
offended  god   in  heuene.   ffor  whi(£  shamefastnesse  be 

^Umaj  had  anoon  fe  mercy  of  god  [987]  II  And  therfore  seij 
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Beinf  Austyne.  ])at*  sucti  shamefast*  folk  bene  nexf 
foijeaenes  and  remissiofi  [988]  H  Thaf  o]>er  signe  is 
humylite  of  confession  /  of  whicb  sei]>  seinf  Petie  1 1 
U  Ymble]?  3011  ynder  ]>e  my^f  of  god  ]>e  hand  of  god 
is  myjty  in  confession  for  J^eivby  god  foijeue])  ]>e 
Bynnes.  fifor  he  allon  ha]>  fe  power  /  [989]  and  ]>is 
humilite  shal  be  in  heit*  and  in  sygne  ontwar<}  IT  ffor 
ri^t*  as  he  ha]>  humilite  to  god  in  his  herte  E^f  so 
shulde  he  humble  his  body  outward  to  pe  preest*  ]>af  sitte 
in  goddes  place  [990]  for  which  in  no  manere  si]>e8  ^af^ 
crist*  is  souereyne  and  /  ^]>e  preest*  mene  and  mediatoui'  by 
twix  crist*  and  ))e  synnei'.  and  pe  synner  is  ])e  lasf 
by  way  of  resoH  [991]  fan  shuld  not*  pe  synner  sitte 
as  high  as  his  confessoure  but*  knele  tofom  hym  or  at* 
his  fete  but*  if  malady  distroubed  it* .  ffor  he  shal  not*  take 
kepe  who  sitte  ]>er  but*  in  whos  place  pat*  he  sitte]>. 
[992]  A  man  ))at<  ha))  trespased  to  a  lorde  and  commep  for  to 
aske  mercy  and  maken  his  accorde  and  sette  hym  downe  a-noon 
by  pe  lorde  men  wolden  holde  hym  outrageous  and  not 
wor])i  so  sone  forto  haue  remissiofi  ne  mercy .  [993]  U  The 
iij.  signe  is  ]>at*  pi  shnft*  shul  be  ful  of  teeres  if 
man  may  wepe  or  if  man  may  not*  wepe  wij)  his  bodely  eyen ./ 
lat*  hym  wepe  in  his  herte.  [994]  ffor  suche  was  pe  confession 
of  seynf  petre  ffor  aftere  paf  he  had  forsake  Ihe^u  crisf 
he  went*  out*  and  wepte  ful  bitterly  [995]  H  The  iiij. 
signe  is  paif  he  ne  lette  not*  for  his  /  shame  to  shewen 
his  confession.  [996]  Such  was  pQ  confession  of  pe 
maudeleyn  pat*  sche  ne  spared  for  no  shame  of  hem  paif  weren 
at*  pe  ffeesf  forto  go  to  our  lorde  Jhesii  crist*  and  byknowe 
to  hym  her  synne  [997]  II  The  .v.  signe  is  ]>at*  a  man 
&  a  womman  be  obeysaunte  to  receyue  pe  penaunce  pat* 
is  hym  enioyned.  ffor  certes  Thesxx  crist*  for 
pe  giltes  of  oon  man  was  obedient*  to  his  depe 

[998]  H  The  secounde  condicion  of  verrey  confession  fa^coiiftidt./ 
is  pat*  it*  be  hastely  don.  ffor  certes  if  a  man  had  a 
dedly  woundef  euer  pe  lenger  pat*  he  tariep  to  warisshd 
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him  self  fe  more  wold  if  coiiupte  and  hasf  hym  to 
his  de^  and  eke  ^e  wounde  wold  be  ]>e  wors  forte 
hele  [999]  U  And  ri^f  so  fare]>  synne  ])af  longe 
tyme  is  in  a  man  vnschewed  [1000]  f  Certes  a  man  oii3f 
hastely  to  shewe  his  synne .  for  mony  causes  as  for  diede 
of  dope  ^at  commeip  often  sodeynly  and  is  in  no  certeyn  whaf 
tyme  it*  shal  be  ne  in  whaf  place .  And  eke  J>e  strecchyng* 
of  00  synne  drawej>  in  ano]>er  [i  001]  II  And  eke  pe  longer 
]>af  he  tarieth  f  pe  fer]>er  is  he  from  crisf .  And  if  he  abide 
vnto  his  lasf  day  scarcely  may  he  shryve  hym  or 
amende  hym  of  his  synnes  ne  repenten  hym  for  |^ 
greuous  maladye  of  his  deth.  [1002]  &  for  as  moche  as 
he  hap  nof  in  his  lif  herkened  Ih^u  Crisf  whan  he 
ha])  spoken  ynto  hym.  heshalcrientoourlordlhfi^acrisf  af  his 
lasf  day.  and  scarcely  wil  he  barken  hym  [1003] 
H  Ynder-stonde  ))af  pis  condiciofi  moste  haue  four'  pingges 
^thi  schriff  most  be  purueide  byfom  and  avised 
for  wikked  hasf  doop  no  profite  and  paf  a  man  konne 
shryue  hym  of  his  synnes  be  if  of  pride  eiper  of  Envie  and 
so  forp  wip  ]>e  spices  and  circumstaunces  /  [1004]  and  paf 
he  haue  comprehended  /  in  his  mynde  ]>e  nombre  and  pe 
gretnesse  of  his  synnes  and/  how  longe  ]>af  he  hap  layne 
in  synne  [1005]  and  eke  paf  he  be  contrite  of  his  synnes 
and  in  stedfasf  pwrpoos  by  J?e  [grace  of  god]  neuere  eff  to 
falle  a^ein  in  synne  and  eke  paf  he  drede  and  countrewaite 
hym  self  paf  he  flee  pe  occasions  of  synne  to  which  he 
is  enclyned  [1006]  II  Also  paf  pow  shalf  schryve  pe  of  aJle 
pi  synnes  to  00  man  and  nou^f  parceH  mele  to  oon  man  and 
parsel  mele  to  a  noper  man  paf  is  to  vnderstonde  in  entenf 
to  parten  pi  confession  as  for  shame  or  for  drede .  fFor  if 
nys  buf  stronglyng<  of  pe  soule  [1007]  flFor  certes  Jhesu, 
crisf  is  al  good  in  hym  is  noon  inperfeccion  and 
perfore  euere  he  for^euep  die  parfitly  or  ellis  neuere  a 
dele  [1008]  H  I  say  nof  if  powe  be  sygned  to  pe 
penytauncere  for  certeyn  synne  paf  pou  arf  bounden  to 
shewe  hem  aH    pe  remenaunf  of    pi  synnes  of  which 
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^owe  hasf  be  shiyuen  of  fi  coiate  bnl^  if  like  pe 
of  ]>ine  bnmilite  This  is  no  departdng*  of  shiiflt* 
[1009]  ne  I  ne  say  not*  p&r  as  I  speke  of  dyuisiofi  of  confes- 
siofl  ^af  if  ])oa  haue  licence .  f orto  shrjue  ^  to  a  disciete 
and  honesf  pieest*  and  where  ]>e  like]>  /  and  by  ]>e  licence 
eke  of  ^e  cniate  ^B,i?  powe  ne  maiste  wel  shiyue  ye 
of  alle  J)i  synnes  [loio]  buf  kf  no  blot  be  bebynde. 
laf  no  synne  be  vntold  as  fer  as  ]>ou  bast*  remem- 
braunce  [loii]  And  whan  ]k)U  shalt*  bene  shryuen  of  ^i 
Guiate  telle  hym  eke  of  alle  pe  synnes  J^at*  ]>ou  hast  dona 
si)>ens  ^n  were  last*  yshriuen  as  ^is  is  ]>e  wikked  entenf  of 
dynision  of  shrift* 

[10 1 2]  H  Also  fe  verrey  shiiff  aske^  certeyn  con- 
dicions.  fiurst*  J»t*  Jou  shryue  fe  by  J)i  free  wille 
not*  constieyned  ne  for  shame  of  folk*  ne  for  maladie 
or  such  pingges  £for  it*  is  reson  ^t*  he  pat*  trespase]! 
by  his  fficee  wille  /  [.  .  .no  gap  in  the  MS."]  confesse  his 
tiespas.  [10 1 3]  noon  o]>er  man  shal  telle  his  synne 
but*  he  hym  self  ne  he  shal  not*  nay  or  denye  his  synne 
ne  wraj^e  him  a^einst*  pe  preest*  for  his  amonysynge 
to  lete  synne  [10 14]  U  The  seconnde  condiciofi  is  ]>af  pine 
shrift*  be  lawfuH.  pat*  is  to  say  pou  pat*  shrynest 
pe  and  eke  pe  preest*  pat  herep  pi  confession  bene 
yerrely  ^in  pe  feip  of  holy  church  [10 15]  and  pat*  a 
man  be  not*  despeired .  of  pe  mercy  of  Jhem.  Crist*  And 
Caym  or  ludas  [10 16]  And  eke  a  [man]  mote  accuse 
hym  of  his  owne  trespace  and  nou^t*  anoper  but*  he 
shal  blame  &  witen  hym  self  of  his  owne  malice  of  his 
synne  and  noon  op^r.  [10 17]  But*  napeles  if 
anoper  man  be  enchesofi  or  entiser  of  his  synnes  Or  pat*  if 
pe  state  of  a  persone  be  such  thorgh  which  his  synne  is 
argregged  or  ellis  paf  he  may  not*  pleynly  shiyuen  hym , 
but*  he  telle  pe  persone  pe  which  he  hap  synned  wipe, 
pan  may  he  telle  if  [10 18]  so  pat*  his  entent*  ne  be  not* 
to  bakbite  pe  persone  but*  oonly  to  declaren  his  con- 
fession. 
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[1019]  U  Thowe  pQ  shalf  not*  eke  make  no  lesing*  in 
])ine  confession  for  humilite  parauentore  to  say 
))af     fon    bast*    doon    synnes    of     whicH    ]k>u    were 

^  Angtutinui  .1  neuere  gylty  [1020]  H  fifor  seinf  Austyn  sei|i  if 
))0W  be  cause  of  humilite  makest*  lesing* 
of  ^i  self  ]>ougb  ]>owe  ne  weie  noujt^  in  synne  afomf 
^if  art*  ]>owe  ]>an  in  synne  ]>orgb  pi  lesynges.  [1021] 
Thow  mosi^  eke  shewe  pi  synne  by  ^i  -propie 
movLpQ  buf  ^ou  be  wexe  dombe  and  not*  by  no 
letter  ffor  ^ou  ^af  bast*  done  synne  fon  sbalf  baue 
]>e  same  confessir  [1022]  H  Tbow  shalt*  not^  eke 
peynf  ^i  conf essiofi  be  faire  and  subtile  wordes  to  keuere 
more  pi  synne  ffor  pan  bygilest*  )>ou  fi  self  & 
nought*  pe  preesf.  Thow  mosi^  tel  it*  platly  be  it* 
neuere  so  foule  ne  so  horl-ible  [1023]  U  Thow  shalt*  eke 
fihiyue  pe  to  a  preest*  pat*  ia  discrete  to  counsaile  pee .  and 
eke  pou  shalt*  not*  shryue  pe  for  yeynglorie  ne  for 
ypocrecy  ne  for  no  cause  but*  oonly  for  pe  doute  of 
Iheffu  crist*  and  pe  helpe  of  pi  soule.  [1024]  Thow 
shalt*  not*  eke  renne  to  pe  preesf  al  sodeynly  to  telle  hjfn 
li^tly  pi  synne  as  who  so  teUep  a  lape  or  a  tale  but* 
avisely  and  wip  giete  deuocioii  [1025]  &  generally 
shryve  pe  oft*  if  pou  often  fedle  off  arise  by 
confessiofi  [1026]  And  if  pow  shryue  pe  ofter 
pan  onys  of  synne  whicti  pou  hasf  be  shryuen  if  is 

^AiiguHinus  pe  more  merite  as  seip  seinf  Austyne.  Thow 
shalf  haue  pe  more  lightly  relesinge  and  grace  of  god 
hope  of  synne  and  of  peyne.  [1027]  And  certes  onys  a 
^ere  af  pe  leesf  way  if  is  lawful  f orto  bene  howseled .  ffor 
soply  onys  [a  3ere]  al  pinggea  renouellen 

De  satisfEtccione . 

[1028I 
l^rOw  haue  I  tolde  of  verrey  confession  paf  is  fo 

-L  1    Secounde  parf  of  penytence 
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[1029]  H  The  iijj.  parte  of  penytence  is  Satisfaccion  and  t 
]»af  stant*  generalli  in  almesse  and  in 
bodily  peyne.  [1030]  N'owe  bene  feie  J>re 
xnaneie  of  Almesse.  Cont^iciofi  of  hert<  wher  a  man 
oSnip  hjm  self  to  god.  Ano])er  is  to  haue  pite  of 
ye  defaute  of  his  neighbours .  J)e  ^3  is  in 
3euyng*of  goodcounsaileandconforf  goostly  and  bodily  where 
men  han  nede  and  namely  in  sustynaunce  of  mannys  foode. 
[103 1]  And  take  kepe  fa,i?  a  man  ha^  nede  of  ^ise 
^ingges  generalli  he  ha]>  nede  of  foode  of 
clo]>ing9  and  harborowe.  he  ha^  /  nede  of  charitable 
counsaillinge  and  yisitynge  of  prisofi  and  /  maladie  and 
sepulture  of  his  dede  body.  [1032]  And  if  ]>ow  maisf  not^ 
Tisite  fe  nedeful  m]>  ^i  parsone.  yisite  hym  with  fi 
massage  &  /  ]>i  ^iftes  [1033]  H  Thise  bene  pe  generaH 
almasses  or  werkea  of  charite  of  hem  ])at*  han  temporett 
richesses  or  discrecion  of  consailling*  Of  ^ise  werkes 
shalf  ))ou  here  af  fe  day  of  dome 

[1034]  II  Thise  almesses  shuldesf  ^on  doon  of  ^e  owne 
propre  ^ingges  and  hastely  and  /  prively  if  ]>ou  maist* 
[1035]  But^  naj^ees  if  )^ow  maist*  not*  doon  it*  prively 
]>ou  shali^  not*  forbore  almesse  fon^e  men  it*  See. 
So  f&V  it*  be  not*  ydo  for  ^onke  of  fe  worlde .  buf  oonly 
forto  haue  fe  yonke  of  oure  /  lorde  Ihem  crisf  [1036]  H  flfor 
as  witnesse]>  seinf  Mathewe  .y®.  A.  Cite  may  not*  be  hid  tVitthd 
]>at*  is  sette  on  a  mounteyn .  no  men  lighten  not  a  lanteme  and 
putte  if  vnder  a  busshett .  but<  men  sette  if  on  a  candel- 
stik  to  lighten  ]>e  men  in  ))e  hous.  [1037]  Ei^f 
so  shal  30ure  li^f  l^ten  tofom  men  ))af  J^ei  mowe 
seen  30ure  good  werkes  and  glorifien  jour  fadere  ^af  is  in 
heuene 

[103*8]  f  Now  as  to  speken  of  bodily  peyne .  If  stonf  in 
preiers.  in  wakingges  and  in  fastingges  and  in  yertuous 
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techingges  of  oiisons  [1039]  U  je  shul  vnderstonde 
]>at*  orisoiiB  or  pieiers  is  /  f orto  seyn  a  pilous  wills  of 
hert*  y&V  rediesse])  in  god  and  expiesse)^  it*  by  words 
outward  to  rsmoous  liarmlsss.  and  to  ban  ]>inge8 
sspiritusl  .and  durabls .  and  somtjms  tsmporsl  fmggeg 
of  wbiclL  oiisons  csrtes  ]>6  orison  of  J)e  pater  nt^fer 
luip  IhesvL  crist*  enclosed  most*  ^ingges  [1040]  U  Certes 
it  is  priuilegged  of  .3.  ])ingges.  in  bis  dignite  ffor  wbicb 
it  is  more  digne  )^an  eny  o]>er  preiere  for  ^t*  ihe^u 
crist  bym  self  made  if.  [1041]  and  it*  is  sborf  for  it  8bul<l 
be  conned  more  li^tly  and  forto  wij^bolde  it*  fe 
more  esely  in  berte  and  belpen  bym  self  pe  ofter  wip 
fe  orisofi  [1042]  and  for  a  man  sbuld  be  ))e  lasse  wery 
to  sey  if  /  and  for  a  man  ne  may  nof  excusen  bym  to  leme 
if  if  is  so  sborf  and  so  esy .  and  for  if  comprebendetb  in  if 
self  ahe  good  preiers  [1043]  IT  Tbe  exposiciofi  of  pis 
boly  preier  paf  is  so  excellenf  and  digne  I  bytake  to 
pise  maisters  of  tbeologie  sauf  pus  mocbe  wil  I  seyne. 
paf  wban  pou  preiesf  paf  god  /  forjeue  pe  pi 
giltes  as  pou  for^euesf  bem  paf  a-gilten  pe  be  fol 
wel  ware  paf  pow  ne  be  nof  ouf  of  cbarite  [1044]  Tbis 
boly  ^orison  amenusep  eke  venyal  synne  and  perfore 
if  apertenetb  specialy  to  penitence. 

[1045]  Tbis  preiere  mosf  be  trewly  saide  in 
verrey  feip  and  paf  men  prey  to  god  ordynafly  &  dis- 
cretely and  deuoutly.  Alway  a  man  sbal  putf  bis  wifi 
to  be  subiecte  to  pe  wille  of  god  [1046]  Tbis  orison 
mosf  eke  be  saide  wip  gref  bumblease  and  ful  pure 
bonesty  and  nof  to  annoyance  of  eny  man  or  womman . 
If  mosf  nedes  be  contynued  witb  pe  werkes  of  cbarite 
[1047]  if  availlep  eke  a^einsf  pe  vices  of  pe  saule .  ffor  as 

^UnnimuB      seip  seynf  terom  H  By  fastyng*  ben  saued  pe  vices  of 
flessb  and  by  preiers  pe  vices  of  pe  saule 

[1048]    II    Aftere    pis    pou    sbalf    vnderstonde    paf 

50*0/  bodily  peyne  stanf  in  wakinge.  ffor  Jheeu  crisf  seip. 

wakep    and     preiep     paf     30    ne     entre    in    wikked 
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temptacidns  [1049]  H  ^e  slml  vnderstonde  pat*  fast- 
ynge  stonf  in  .3.  thyngges.  In  forberynge  of  l)odily  mete 
and  drink  and  in  forberynge  of  worldly  lolitees .  and  in  for- 
berynge of  dedly  synne .  This  is  to  say  paf  a  man  shal 
kepe  hym  /  from  dedly  synne  mt^  al  bis  myjt .. 

[1050]  And  ^ow  sbalt*  vnderstonde  eke  ])af  god 
ordayned  fie^tyngges  And  to  fastyng^  appertenet^  four 
)»ingges.  [1051]  largenesse  to  poor  folk*.  Gladnes  of 
hert*  espirituett  nou3t*  to  be  angred  nor  anoyed  ne 
to  grucli  for  be  fastetti  and  ako  resonable  board  forto 
ete  by  mesure .  y&i?  is  to  say  ]>af  a  man  sbuld  not*  eton  in 
vntyme.  ne  sitte  fe  lenger  af  bis  table  for  he 
faste]>. 

[1052]  Than  sbalt<  ]?ou  vnderstondd  ])af  bodily 
peyne  stant* .  in  disciplyne  or  techynge .  by  word  or  by  // 
writynge  or  by  ensample  Also  in  weryng*  of  heires .  ei]>er 
of  stamyne  ei])er  of  haberion  on  her  naked  flessh  for  crista 
sake  and  such  manere  penat^nces  [1053]  H  But*  ware  J)e  wel 
])af  such  manere  penatmces  ne  make  not*  pme  herf 
bittei'  or  angiy.  anoyed  of  hym  self,  ffor  better  is  to  cast* 
away  ]>ine  heire.  pan  forto  casf  away  ]>e  swetnesse  of  our 
lord  Ihesu  Cnst  [1054]  And  perfore  sei]^  seinf  PoulelfPniliis./ 
IF  Clo])e  30U  as  pei  ]?at<  befi  chosen  of  god  in  hert*  of 
mysericord.  debonairte.  suffi»nce  and  such  manor  of 
clo]>inge  of  whiche  Thesn  crisf  is  more  apaide  ]?an  of 
heire  or  of  hawberkes . 

[1055]  Then  is  disciplyne  eke  in  knokkynge  of 
]a  bresf.  in  scourgyng*  wip  ^eerdes.  in  knelynge  in 
tribulacions  [1056]  in  sufTryng^  padently  wrongges  faff 
bene  doon  to  hym .  and  eke  in  pacienf  suffraunce  of  maladies 
or  lesyngges.  of  worldly  CateU  of  wiff  or  childe  or 
ojer  ^frendes 

[1057]  Than  shalt*  ]>ow  vnderstonde  which  ]>ingge6 
distrowben  penaunce  as  J^is  is  in  pre  manors.  ])af^  is 
drede.  Shame,  and  hope.  And  whanhope  ])at*is  desperacion. 
[1058]  And  forto  speken  /  fursf  of  drede  for  whiche  he 
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wene^  ]>af  he  may  saffire  no  penannce  [1059]  per 
a3einsf  is  remedye  fforto  J^enk*  ^af  bodily  penaunce.  is 
but*  shorf  and  liteH  at*  ]7e  legarde  of  pQ  peyne  of  helle .  ^at* 
la  cruel  and  so  longe  ]>af  it  lastep  wi)K>uten  ende. 

[1060]  H  Now  ^cinsf  ^e  shame  ])af  a  man  ha]>  to 

shryuen  hym  [ 

no  gap  in 

the  MS,]  [1061]  ajeinsf  pe  shame  shuld  a  man  peak}  ]>af 
by  pe  way  of  reson  paf  he  ))at*  ha^  not<  bene  ashamed .  to 
doo  foule  ]>ingge9  Certes  hym  oujf  not*  be  ashamed  to 
doo  fair  ))ingge8 and  good ]>ingges  and  ])at* is  confessions .  [  1 06  2] 
A  man  shuld  penk  pat  god  seep  and  woot^  al  his 
)K)U3tes  and  his  werkes  to  hym  may  no  ^inge  be 
hidde  ne  keuered  [1063]  IF  Men  shuld  eke  lemembre 
hem  of  pe  shame  ^at<  is  to  come  at*  ^e  day  of  dome  to 
hem  ^af  bene  nou3t*  penytenf  and  lif  in  present* 
hS.  [i  064]  ffor  alle  pQ  creatures  in  heuene  in  er]>e  and  in  helle 
shuln  seen  /  apertly  al  pai?  ])ei  hyden  in  ^is  world. 

[1065]  U  Now  forto  speke  of  pe  hope  of  hem  paif 
bene  so  negligent*  and  sclowe  to  shryuen  hem  if  stant*  in 
two  nianers.  [1066]  That*  oon  is  J?at  he  hopef  to  lyve 
longe  and  forto  purchase  mochel  Eichesse  for  his  delite 
and  ^an  he  wil  shryuen  hjm  as  he  8ei]> 
he  may  as  hym  semef  tymely  ynowe  come  to  shrifb* 
[1067]  IT  Ano^r  is  of  pe  Surquidrye  p&if  he  ha]»  in  cristes 
mercye.  [1068]  And  ^einst*  pe  first*  he  shal  penk 
that*  our  liff  is  in  no  sikemesse  And  eke  ^af  alle  pe 
richesse  of  ^e  world  bene  in  aduenture  and  passinge  as  a 
shadowe  on  a  walle  [1069]  H  And  as  sei]>  seynt*  gregorie 
That*  it*  appertenej  to  J>e  grete  rijtwisnesse  of  god  fat^ 
neuer  shal  pe  peyn  stynf  of  hem  pat*  neuer 
nolde  wij)drawe  hew  from  synne  her  ponkes.  but* 
euer  contynued  fer  Inne .  IF  ffor  filk*  perpetuel  wille  to  done 
synne  shuUen  fei  haue  perpetuel  peyne . 

[1070]  U  Whan-hope  is  in  two  maners  U  pe  fursf  whan- 
hope  is  in  ))e  mercy  of  Crist  II  That*  oJ>er  is  fat*  ^i 
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^k  f  af  J)ei  ne  my^f  nof  longe  perseuere  in  good- 
nesse  [107 1]  IT  The  fursf  wanhope  comme]>  of  ^t^  he 
deme^  ^af  he  hal£  synned  so  gretlj  so  ofte  and  so 
longe  liggyng*  in  synne  ])at*  he  shal  nof  be  saued 
[1072]  H  Certes  a3ein8f  ))af  cursed  wanhope  he  shuld 
penk  ])af  fe  passiofi  of  IhesvL  crisf  is  more  ^stronge  for- 
to  Tnbynde  pan  synne  is  forto  bynde 
[1073]  IT  And  i^einst*  pe  seconnd  wanhope  he  shal  ^nk^ 
]}af  as  often  as  he  falle]>  he  shal  arise  by  penytence. 
And  pou^e  he  neuer  so  long*  haue  lyen  in  synne  ^ 
mercy  of  crisf  is  alway  redy  to  receyuen  hym  to  mercy 
[1074]  a^einsf  ])e  wanhope  ])af  he  deme))  ]?af  he 
shnld  nof  longe  persenere  in  goodnesse  H  he  shal  penk 
^f  ]>e  feblenesse  of  the  deuel  may  no  ping*  doon  buf 
men  wiUen  suffice  hym  [1075]  And  eke  he  shal  haue  strength 
and  pe  heipe  of  god  and  of  al  holy  churche  and  of  pe 
protection  of  aongels  if  him  lusf 

[1076]  H  Than  shnllen  men  vnderstonde  whaf  is  pe  T^^rht^ii*^ 
firuyte  of  penaimce  as  aftere  fe  wordes  of  Iheaii  Crisf  if  is 
pe  endelees  blisse  of  henene  [1077]  per  loie  hap  no 
contrarionste  of  woo  ne  greuatince  per  alle  harmes  ben 
passed  of  pis  presenf  liff  wher  as  is  pe  sikemesse  fro 
pe  peyn  of  helle  per  as  pe  blisful  company  paf 
reioysen  hem  euermoo  enery  of  opera  loie  [1078]  per 
as  pe  body  of  man  paf  whilom  was  foule  and  derk*  is 
more  cleer  pan  pe  sonne  Ther  as  whilom  pe  body 
was  seke  and  firele  and  feble  and  mortdS  is  vnmorteH  and 
so  stronge  and  so  hool  paf  per  may  no  pinge  enpeire 
if.  [1079]  wher  as  neiper  is  hunger  presf.ne  cold 
buf  eneiy  soule  repleynshed  wip  pe  si3t  of  pe  parfif 
knowynge  of  god  [1080]  This  blisful  regno  may  man 
porchace  by  pouerf  espiritueti:  and  pe  glorie  by  low- 
nesse.  pe  plente  of  loy  by  hungei'  and  presf .  and  pe 
resf  by  travaille  and  pe  lifT  by  deep  and  mortificaciofi  of 
synne. 
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To  filk*  liff  he  VB  bringe  ]>af  bou^f  vb  wij  his  pre- 
cious blood ./  Amen ./ 

f  Ezplioif  fiBtbula  Bectoris ./ 

Here  take)^  pe  maker  of  >iB  booke  his  lene  1/ 


W 


we  ptey  I  to  hem  alle  fat*  barken  Jjie  litel  tretise* 
or  rede  J>af  ^if  per  be  eny  ping*  in  if  J)at  likep 
hem  paf  perof  pel  J>onk  our  lord  Ibeni 
erisf  of  whom  procedep  al  witte  and  al  goodnes. 
[1082]  And  jif  Jer  be  eny  ping*  pat  displese  hem./  I 
prey  hem  also  paf  pei  arette  it*  to  pe  defaute  of  myne 
vnkonnynge  and  not*  to  my  wille  pat  wold  fol  fayn  haue 
seide  better  ^if  paf  I  had  hade  connynge.  [1083]  ffor  our 
boke  seip  IT  Att  paf  is  writen  is  writen  for  our 
doctnne  &  pat  is  myfL  entenf  [1084]  ^Wherfore  I 
biseche  )ou  mekely  for  pe  mercy  of  god  paf  je  prei  for 
me  paf  erisf  haue  mercy  on  me  and  forjeue  me  my 
geltys  [1085]  and  namely  of  my  translacions  and  endit- 
inggdtf  of  worldly  vanytes  pe  which  I  reuoke  in  my  re- 
traccions  [1086]  As  is  pe  boke  of  Troiles.  The  book 
also  of  fame.  The  boke  of  the  xxr.  ladies./  The 
boke  of  pe  duchesse.  The  boke  of  seynf  valentynes 
day  of  pe  parlemenf  of  briddes.  The  tales  of  Canter- 
bury pilk  pat  sownen  into  synne  [1087]  The  book 
of  pe  lyon  and  mony  oper  bokes  jif  pei  were  in  my 
remembraunce .  and  mony  a  songe .  And  mony  a  lecherouB 
lay  paf  Crisf  for  his  gref  mercy  forjeue  me  pe  synne. 
[1088]  IT  Buf  of  pe  translacion  of  Boys  de  eoTisolacione 
and  oper  bokes  of  legendys  of  seyntes  and  omelies 
and  moralite  &  deuociofi  [1089]  of  paf  I  ponke  our 
lord  Ihe^  crisf  and  his  blessed/  modere  and  alle  pe 
seyntes  of  heuene  [1090]  bysechyng*  hem  paf  pei  ^m 
hens  forp  vnto  my  lyues  ende  sende  me  grace  to 
bywaile  my  giltes  and  to  stody  to  pe  sauaciofl  of  my 
soule.  and  graunf  me  grace   of  yerrey  penaunce.  con- 
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feasion  and  satisfacciofi  to  doon  in  ]>iB  piesenf  liff 
[1091]  ]K>iglie  ^e  benigne  giace  of  hym  paf  is  kyng*  of 
kynggea  and  preesf  of  alld  preestes  ]>af  bonjt*  vs 
vnp  fe  piedous  blode  of  his  herf  [1092]  So  ^af  I  may 
bene  oon  of  hem  af  fe  day  of  dome  ]>af  shal  be  saned ./  ' 
Qui  cum  ]patte  &  spirUu  aaneto  Yivia  &  legnaa  deu8  &ceiera. 

TTere  6nde]>  pe  boke  of  pe  talys  of  Cant^r- 
^^  bury  compiled  by  Oeffiray  Chawcer  on  whoos 
sonle  Ih^^  origt*  hane  m^rcy .  ||  AmeV  || 

[Sqiuire  painting  of  the  arms  of  Henry  Percy ^  ith  Earl 
of  Northumberland^  K.Q,^  quartering  Poyninge,  Fitz  Payn 
and  Bryan,  'H.  on  tlie  right,  P  on  tlie  left  of  the  shield^ 
in  a  Garter  with  the  legend  *  hony  .  eoif  .  qui  .  mal .  y  . 
pence.  .*    A  lion,  unieam,  ^e,  in  the  4  eomera,] 
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[Chriat  Church  MS.  152.]     ^^^^^^ 

f  Siie  Konnes  preest  ouie  boost  seyde  a  none 

y-blessed  be  tby  bretb  &  enery  stoone 

Tbis  was  a  mery  tale  of  Cbaunteclere 

But  be  my  troutbe  if  thou,  were  seculere 

Tbow  woldeste  bene  a  tredefoul  a  rigbt 

ffor  if  tbow  baue  corage  as  thou  baste  mygbt 

Tbe  were  nede  of  bennes  as  I  wene 

Ye  moo  tban  .v\j.  tymes  serentene 

See  wbicbe  braunnes  batb  this  gentel  preeste 

So  grete  a  nekke  &  so  large  a  bre^te 

He  loketb  as  a  Sparbauke  witb  bis  yen 

Hym  nedetb  nat  bis  coloar  for  to  dyen  n«r]74»  dsn.k  s] 

witb  Brasile  ne  witb  Greyne  of  Portyngale  / 

Now  sire  faire  falle  yow  for  youre  tale 

And  aftir  be  witb  fuH  mery  cbere 

Saide  vnto  a  notber  as  ye  sbulle  bere 

Here  is  ended  the  Vonnes  prestes  tale 

AnA  folowitiL  the  prologe  of  the  Maonciples  tale 
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XXIV.  A  Ono-Text  Print  of  Chaucer's  Minor  Poems,  being  the  best  Text  from  the 
Parallel-Text  Edition,  Part  I,  contnining,  I.  The  Dethe  of  Blaunche  the 
Duchesse,  II.  The  Coiiipleynt  to  Pite,  III.  The  Purlament  of  Foules,  IV. 
The  ComplojTit  of  Mars,  V.  The  ABC,  with  its  origrinal  from  Do  DeGuile- 
ville's  Filerinage  de  la  Vie  humaine  (edited  from  the  best  Paris  MSS  by  M. 
Paul  Meyer). 

The  issue  for  1873,  in  the  First  Series,  is, 

XXV.  Chaucer's  Tale  of  Melibe,  the  Monk's,  Nun*s- Priest's,  Doctor's,  Pardoner's, 
'  Wife  of  Bath's,  Friars,  and  Summoner's  Tales,  in  6  parallel  Texts  from  the 

MSS  above  named,  with  the  remaining:  13  coloured  drawings  of  Tellers  of 
Tales,  after  the  oriprinals  in  the  Ellcsmere  MS,  and  with  Specimens  of  the 
Variations  of  30  MSS  in  the  Doctor- Pardoner  Link.     (6- Text,  Pt  IV.) 

XXVI.  The  Wife's,  Friar's,  and  Sunmioner's  Tales,  from  the  Ellesmcre  MS,  with 
9  woodcuts  of  Tale-Tellers.     (Part  I V.) 

XXVII.  The  Wife's,  Friar's,  Summrmer's,  Monk's,  and  Nun's-Priest's  Tales,  from 
the  Hen^'wrt  MS,  with  23  woodcuts  of  the  Tellers  of  the  Tales.   (Part  III.) 

XXVIII.  The  Wife's,  Friar's,  and  Summoner's  Tales,  from  the  Cambridge  MS, 
with  9  woodcuts  of  Tale-Tellers.     (Part  IV.) 

XXIX.  A  Treatise  on  the  Astrolabe,  addressed  to  his  son  Lowvs,  ia  1391  A.D.,  by 
Geoffrey  Chaucer,  edited  by  the  Rev.  Walter  W.  Skeat,  \l.A. 

The  issue  for  1873,  in  the  First  Series,  is, 

XXX.  The  Six-Text  Canterbury  Tales,  Part  V,  containing  the  Clerk's  and  Mer- 
chant's Tales. 

The  issue  for  1874,  in  the  First  Series  (ready  in  June  1873),  is, 

XXXI.  The  Six-Text,  Part  VI,  containing  the  Squire's  and  Pranklin's  Tales. 
XXXII  to  XXXVI.  Larso  Parts  of  the  separate  is.sues  of  five  MSS. 

The  issue  for  1876,  in  the  First  Series  (ready  in  September  1873),  is, 
XXXVII.    The  Six-Text,  Part  VII,  the  Second  Nun's,  Canon's- Yeoman's,  and 

Manciple's  Tales,  with  the  Blank-Parson  Link. 
XXXVIII  to  XLIII.    Larjfe  Parts  of  the  separate  issues  of  the  Six  MSS,  bringing 

all  up  to  the  Parson's  Tale. 
XLIV.  A  detaild  Comparison  of  the  Troplut  and  Cryseyde  with  Boccaccio's  Fih»' 

trato^  with  a  Translation  of  all  Passages  used  by  Chaucer,  and  an  Abstract 

of- the  Parts  not  used,  bv  W.  Michael  Rossetti,  Esq.,  and  with  a  print  of  the 

Troylun  from  the  Ilarieian  MS  3943.     Part  I. 
XLV,  XLVI.  Uyme-Index  to  the  Ellesmere  MS  of  the  Canterbury  Tales,  by  Henry 

Croniie,  Esq.,  M.A.    Both  in  Iloyal  4to  for  the  Six-Text,  and  in  8vo  for  the 

separate  Elli'HUJpre  MS. 
XLVII.  Notes  and  Corrections  for  the  8vo  Ryme-Index,  by  H.  Cromie,  Esq. 

The  issue  for  1876,  in  the  First  Series,  is, 
XLVIII.   Autotype  Sijeriniens  .»f  the  Chief  Chaucer  MSS,  Part  I,  16  Autotypes, 

with  a  Note  on  the  MSS,  by  F.  J.  Fumivall. 
The  issue  for  1877,  in  the  First  Series,  \s 
XLIX.  The  Six-Text,  Part  VIII,  coiitaiinng  the  Parson's  Tale,  with  a  Table  of  its 

Contents ;  and  Mr  lly.  Cromic's  Notes  and  Corrections  for  the  llyinc-Index 

(4to.),  No.  XLV. 
L  to  LV.  Separate  issues  of  the  several  MSS  of  the  Parson's  Tale. 

For  1878,  Part  II  of  the  Parallel-Text  enlition  of  Chaucer's  Minor  Poems  is  in  the 
Press  for  the  First  Series.  Prof.  Hiram  Corwm  is  making  an  Index  to  the  Subj(:>its 
and  Names  of  The  Canterbury  lalea.  He  has  also  agreed  to  edit  the  Society's 
Chaucer  Concordance. 

Of  the  Second  Series,  the  issue  for  1868  is, 

1.  Early  Englisli  I'rjnunciatiim,  with  espotial  referenee  to  Shaksporeand  Chaucer, 
by  Alexander  J.  Ellis,  Esfj.,  F.R.S.  I'art  I.  This  work  includes  an  amalgamation 
of  Prof.  F.  J.  Child's  two  Papers  on  the  use  of  the  tinal  -f  by  Chaucer  (in  T.  Wright's 
ed.  of  The  Canterbury  Tales)  and  by  Gower  (in  Dr  Pauli's  ed.  of  the  ConJ'essio 
Amanti/t). 

2.  Essays  on  Chaucer,  his  Words  and  Works,  Part  I. :  1.  Prof.  El>ert's  Review  of 
Sandras's  .E/Mf/e  «wr  Chaucer^  translat<^  by  J.  W.  van  Rees  Hoets,  M.A.  ;  2.  A 
13th-centur>'  Latin  Treatise  on  the  Chilindre  (of  the  Shipmans  Tale)y  edited  bv 
Mr  E.  Brock. 

3.  A  Temp<»rary  Preface  to  the  Society's  Six-Text  edition  of  Chaucer's  Canterbury 
Talea^  Part  1,  attetiipting  to  show  the  right  Order  of  the  Tales,  and  the  Days  and 
Stages  of  the  Pilirriiuage,  &c.  «kc.,  by  F.  J.  Fumivall,  Esq.,  M.A. 

(3f  the  ieeond  Series,  the  issue  for  1863  is, 

4.  Earlv  English  Pronunciation,  with  esperial  reference  to  Shakspcre  and  Chaucer, 
by  Alexander  J.  Ellis,  Esq.,  F.R.S.     Part  II. 

Of  the  Second  Series,  the  issue  for  1870  is, 

6.  Earlv  English  Ppmunciation.  with  esj^ecial  reference  to  Shakppcre  and  Chaucer, 
by  Alexander  J.  Ellis,  Esq.,  F.R.S.     Part  III. 

Of  the  Second  Series,  the  issue  for  1871  is, 

6.  Trial-Forewords  to  my  Parallel -Text  edition  of  Chaucer's  Minor  Poems  for  the    Ar> 
Chaucer  Society  (with  a  try  to  set  Chaucer's  Works  in  their  right  order  of  Time),  by    )*^^ 
Frtwk.  J.  Fumivall.     Part  I.     (This  Part  briugs-out,  for  the  first  time,  Chaucer's 
long  early  but  hopt;less  love.) 
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€\it  Cijauttt  Sotittg. 

E^tfot  in  Chief :-^Y.  J.  Furnivall,  Esq.,  3,  St  G©orge*R  Square,  Primrjst>  Hill,  N. W. 
lion.  Sec. ;— W.  A.  Dalziel,  Esq.,  67,  Victoria  Road,  Finsburj'  Park,  X. 

THE  CHAUCER  SOCIETY'S  PUBLICATIONS. 

To  do  honour  to  CHAUCEit,  and  to  let  the  lovers  and  students  of  him  see  how  far  the 
best  unprint^d  Manuncripta  of  his  works  differd  from  the  printed  texts,  this  Society 
wan  founded  in  1868.  There  were  then,  and  are  still,  many  questions  of  metre,  pro- 
nunciation, orthography,  and  etymology  yet  to  be  settled,  for  which  more  prints  of 
Manuacripts  were  and  are  wanted ;  ftnd  it  is  hardly  too  much  to  say  that  ever>'  line 
of  Chaucer  C(»ntains  p<^>ints  that  need  reconsideration.  Tho  founder  (Mr  Furnivall) 
bejcan  with  The  Vanterbnry  TaleSy  and  has  g-iven  of  them  (in  parallel  columns  in 
Royal  AXjo)  six  of  the  best  theretofore  unprinted  Manu-scripts  kno\^ii.  Inasmuch  as 
tho  parallel  arrangement  necessitated  the  altemtion  of  the  places  of  certain  tales  in 
some  of  the  MSS,  a  print  of  each  MS  has  been  issued  separately,  following  the  order 
«»f  its  original.  The  first  six  MSS  printed  have  been :  the  EUesmere  (by  leave  of  the 
Karl  of  l^illesmere)  ;  the  HeujETwrt  (by  leave  of  W.  W.  E.  Wynne,  Esq.) ;  the  Camb. 
Univ.  Libr.,  MS  G<?.  4.  27;  the  Corpun,  Oxford;  the  Petworth  (by  leave  of  Lord 
Lecontiold) ;  and  tho  I>ansdowne  851  (Brit.  Mus.).    The  Harleian  3374  will  follow. 

Of  Chaucer's  Minor  Poems^ — the  MSS  of  which  are  g-t^erally  later  than  the  best 
MSS  of  tho  Canterburj'  Tales, — all  the  available  MSS  have  been  printed  so  as  u* 
secure  all  the  existiufj:  evidence  for  the  true  text. 

The  Boece  from  the  best  MS,  and  the  Troilm  Parallel-Text  from  the  3  best  MS.«^, 
are  now  all  in  type. 

To  secure  the'ndolity  and  uniform  treatment  of  tho  texta,  Mr  F,  J.  Furnivall  ha» 
read  and  will  read  all  with  their  MSS. 

Autotypes  of  all  the  best  Chaucer  MSS.  either  have  been  or  will  be  publisht. 

The  So<;ioty'8  publications  are  issued  in  two  Series,  of  which  the  tirst  contains  the 
ditferent  texts  of  Chaucer's  works;  and  the  Second,  such  orisrinals  of  and  essays  ou 
those  as  can  be  procured,  with  other  illustrative  treatises,  and  Supplementarj^  Tale^. 

Finsr  SERIES, 
The  Society's  issue  for  1868,  in  the  First  Series,  is, 

I.  The  Prologue  and  Knight's  Tale,  of  the  Canterbury  Tales,  in  6  panilhl 

Texts  (from  the  6  MSS  named  below),  together  with  Tables,  showing  th*»« 

Groups  of  the  Tales,  and  their  varying  order  in  38  MSS  of  the  Tales,  and 

in  5  old  printed  editions,  and  also  S|>ecin>enfl  from  wjveral  MSS  of  the 

''Moveable  Prolog^ues"  of  the  Canterbury  Tales, — The  Shipman's  Pn»lo^ue, 

and  Franklin's  Prologue, — w^hen  moved  from  their  right  places,  and  of  the 

Substitutes  for  them.     (The  Six-Text,  Part  I.) 

II.  The  Prologue  and  Knight's  Tale  from  the  Elle.smero   MS. 

Ill-    »»  >»  »»  »»  »»      »» 

'■^  •     j^  »»  >i  i»  i»      »> 

'  •        >>  »l  »»  »»  71  1» 

'  *•        M  »»  »»  »»  »l  »» 

»  AA.        „  „  „  ,,  ,,  „ 

(.sepamtx?  issues  of  the  Texts  fonning  Part  I  of  the  Six-Text  edition.) 
The  issue  for  1869,  in  the  First  Series,  is, 

yill.  The  Miller's,  Reeve's,  and  Cook's  Tales:  EUe.smere  MS.r 

IX.     „         „  „  „        „  „  HengwTt 

X.      „         „  „  „        „  „  Cambridge 

XI.     „         „  „  „        „  „  Corpus 

XII ,,  Petworth 


Hengwrt 

n 

154 

Cambridge 

M 

Gg.  4.  27 

Corpus 

ft 

Oxford 

Petworth 

»« 

Lonsdowne 

»f 

851 

with  an 

Appendix  of 

**Gamelvn  *' 

from  six  MSS. 


XIII.  „         „  „  „        „  „        Lansdowne,, 
(separate  issues  of  the  Texts  forming  the  Six-Text,  Part  II,  No.  XIV.) 

The  issue  for  1870,  in  the  First  Series,  is, 

XIV.  Tho  Minor's,  Roove's,  and  Cook's  Tales,  with  an  Appendix  of  the  Spurinu*^ 

Tale  of  Gainelyn,  in  G  parallel  Texts.     (Six-Text,  Part  IL) 

The  issue  for  1871,  in  the  First  Series,  is, 

XV.  The  Man  of  Law's,  Shipnian's,  and  Prioress's  Tales,  with  Chaucer'*  own 
Tiile  of  Sir  TliDpas,  in  6  parallel  Texts  from  the  MSS  above  named,  and  lO 
coloured  drawin^-^s  of  Tellers  of  Tales,  after  the  originals  in  the  Ellusiuerf  Ms. 
XVI.  The  Man  of  Law's  Talc,  fn;m  tlie  Ellcsmere  MS. 
^VII.     „      „     „      „        „        „       „   Cambridge  MS.  ^  , 

XVIII.      „       „      „       „         „         „       „   Corpus  MS.       itized  byLjOOQlC 
XIX.  The  Shipman's,  Prioress's,  and  Man  of  Law's  Tales,  from  tho  Pen?orth  MS. 
XX.  Tho  Man  of  Law's  Tale^  from  the  Lansdowne  MS. 
•ach  with  woodcuts  of  fourteen  drawings  of  Tellers  of  Talcs  in  the  EUesmere  MS.  ^ 


703 


PETWORTH  M&  APPENDIX 
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PETWORTH  MS. 


PAoa 

1.  End  of  the  Sum'ner's  Tcde,  1.   2159-2294  of 

Group  D,  §  6,  from  the  Additional  MS. 
5140  in  the  British  Museum.  (Twould  have 
foUowd  p.  334  above,  had  it  been  in  the 
Petworth  MS.,  instead  of  the  spurious  lines 
there  given.) 705 

2.  The  ClerkrMere?iant-Link,  Group  E,  §  3,  from 

the  Additional  MS.  5140,  British  Museum. 
(Twould  have  foUowd  p.  373  above  (instead 
of  the  Merchanfa  End-Link^  p.  374),  had  it 
been  in  the  Petworth  MS.) 710 

3.  Drawings  of  the  23  Tellers  of  the  24  Canterbury  ^  il^li^  tc^&^i'' ' '  ^' 

Tales,  copied  from  the  Ellesmere  MS.,^  and    '  ¥ 
cut  on  wood  by  Mr  Hooper. 

i.  l>nwingjioi  6  Tetters  of  6  Canterbury  TaleB^^the^^^^"^^  ,   ^     /  ' 

Eeeve,  Cook,  Monk,  Pardoner,  Wife  of  Bath,  f  /^  ^^      "    "  ^ '^ '   ^'''/ 
and  Manciple — and  6  Allegwncal  Figures —  ' 

Wrath  and  Mercy,  Gluttony  and  Abstinence, 
Lechery  and  Chastity, — from  the  Cambridge 
University  MS.,  Gg.  4.  27,  cut  by  Mr  Hooper. 

'  The  Ellesmere  cuts  can  be  arrangd  either  in  their  order  in  the 
Ellesmere  M&,  or  in  the  8iw-l\ffxt  order  of  the  Talesw  In  the  latter 
they  11  be  easier  to  find.    See  these  two  orders  on  p.  704. 
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Sim^Temt  Order  of  Talu. 


1.  Knight 

2.  MiUer 
8.  Reeve 
4.  Cook 
6.  Man  of  Law 

6.  Shipman 

7.  Prioress 

8.  Ghaacer 

9.  Monk 

10.  Nan*B  Priest 

11.  Doctor     \  Q 

12.  Pardoner/      ^ 

13.  Wife  of  Bath  ^ 

14.  Friar  \       ...  D 

15.  Snm'ner         J 

16.  Clerk       \  « 

17.  Merohanti     " 

18.  Sqnire      \  « 

19.  Franklin  /     ' 

20.  Second  Knn         \        q 

21.  Ganon*s Yeoman/*** 

22.  Manciple        H 

28.  Panon    I 


EUemere  MS.  Order. 

1.  Knight^ 

2.  Miller  I 

3.  Reeve    f '•*     * 

4.  Cook    J 

5.  Man  of  Law    . 

6.  Wife  of  Bath  ^ 

7.  Friar  [ 

8.  Sum'ner        J 

9.  aerk       \ 

10.  Meichant;      * 

11.  Squire      \ 

12.  Franklin  /     * 

13.  Doctor     1 

14.  Pardoner/      * 

15.  Shipnum 

16.  Prioress 

17.  Chaucer 

18.  Monk 

19.  Nun's  Priest  J 

20.  Second  Nun         \ 

21.  Canon's  Yeoman/ 

22.  Manciple 

28.  Parson     


Or««9 


F 


H 
.  I 
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QBODP  S.   §  6.   sumhonrb's  TALK.   Addit  MS.  6140.   705 


1. 

END  OF  THE  SUMMONER'S  TALE. 

{Addit  5140,  Brit.  Mus.,  on  leaf  123,  back.] 

[And  fet  his  f elawe  /  ther  that  lay  his  store 
He  loked  as  he  wen  a  wilde  bore 

And  grynt  with  the  teth  /  so  was  he  wroth  2161 

A  sturdy  pas  /  Aoun  to  the  court  he  goth 
Wher  that  ther  woned  /  a  man  of  grete  honour 
To  whom  that  he  /  was  alway  confessour  2164 

This  worthy  mail  /  was  lorde  of  that  vyllage 
This  ffrere  cam  /  as  he  were  in  a  rage       Sompnour  peariM] 
Wher  as  the  lorde  /  sat  etyng  at  his  horde 
Vneth  myht  the  frere  /  speke  a  worde  2168 

PET  WORTH  706  (6-T.  397)  [this  page,  Addit.  6Uo] 
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706  oboopD.   §6.   summoneb's  TALB.   Addit  MB.  S140 

Til  at  last  /  he  seid  god  70U  see  [AMttnciiq 

This  loide  gan  look  /  and  sayd  benedicite 
What  ffieie  lohid  /  what  maner  worlde  is  this 
I  see  weel  /  that  som  thing  is  a-mys  2172 

Ye  looke  /  as  the  woode  wer  fdl  of  thevys 
Sit  doxm  a-noon)  /  and  telle  me  what  you  greyis 
And  it  shafi  ben  amendid  /  yf  y  may 
I  haue  quod  he  /  had  a  fool  despyt  this  day  2176 

God  yelde  it  you  /  a^lotoi  in  your  village 
That  in  this  worlde  /  ther  nys  so  poie  a  pape 
That  he  nolde  haue  /  abhomynacu)un 
Of  that  y  haue  /  leceyved  /  in  the  toun  2180 

And  yit  ne  greyitb  it  me  also  sore 
As  that  the  olde  chirle  /  wt  t^  lokkis  hooie 
Blasfemed  hatii  /  our  holy  covent  eek 
Kowe  maist^  quod  this  lorde  /  y  you  beseeche  2184 

No  maister  quod  he  /  but  a  servitour 
Thouh  y  haue  had  in  scole  /  that  honour 
Crod  lyketh  nat  /  that  raby  men  ys  calle 
Kothir  in  Markat  /  ne  in  your  large  halle  2188 

Ko  force  quod  he  /  but  telle  me  idi  yovr  greeff 
Sir  quod  this  f&ere  /  an  odious  myschieff 
This  day  betid  is  /  myn)  ordre  and  me 
And  so  par  consequens  /  in  eche  degre  2192 

Of  holy  chirch^  /  god  amende  it  sone  ciioa*tia#dniAcfctttj0] 
Sir  quod  the  lorde  /  ye  wot  what  is  to  done 
Distempir  you  nat  /  ye  be  my  confessour 
Ye  be  salt  of  the  ert£l  /  and  the  souour  2196 

fifor  goddis  love  /  your  pacient  now  holde  [im^ih  *«*] 

Tell  me  your  greef  /  and  a-non  he  him  tolde 
As  ye  haue  herd  befome  /  ye  wot  well  what 
The  lady  of  the  hous  /  ay  stiH  sat  2200 

Tyl  she  hadde  harde  /  all  what  the  f&ere  said 
By  goddis  modir  quod  she  /  the  blisful  mayd 
Is  ther  auht  ellis  /  telle  me  feitlifully 
Madame  quod  he  /  how  thinke  ye  herby  2204 

PSTWOKTH  706  (6-T.  398)  [this  page,  Addit.  614o] 
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How  that  me  thenkytli  quod  she  /  so  god  me  spede  ^^S^  ** 

I  sej  a  cherl  /  hatH  don)  a  cherlis  dede 

What  sholde  j  sej  /  god  lat  him  nevir  the 

His  sike  hed  /  is  ful  of  vanyte  2208 

I  holde  him  /  in  a  maneer  firenesie 

Madame  qiiod  he  /  bi  god  j  shafi  not  lye 

But  yf  y  /  be  any  weyes  may  be  wieke 

I  shatt  diffame  him  /  oviraH  wher  y  speke  2212 

The  fals  blasphemour  /  that  chargid  me 

To  depart  /  that  wol  not  departed  be 

To  eueiych  man  /  alycB  wtVt  myschaunce 

The  lord  sat  styH  /  as  he  wore  in  a  traunce  2216 

And  in  his  hert  /  he  rolleth  yp  and  doun 

How  that  this  cherle  /  had  ymaginacioon 

To  shewe  snch  a  probleme  /  to  the  fi&ere 

Nevir  e[r]8t  er  nowe  /  her  y  of  such  matere  2220 

I  trow  the  devifl  /  put  it  in  his  mynde 

In  ars  /  shaH  no  man  /  metryk  fynde 

Byforn)  this  day  /  of  such  a  questioun 

Who  sholde  make  /  a  demoTistracioun  2224 

That  euerj  man)  /  shulde  haue  lyk  his  part 

As  of  soun  /  or  of  savour  /  of  a  fart 

0  nyce  prowde  chirtt  /  y  shrew  his  &ce 

Loo  sirs  quod  the  lorde  /  what  harde  grace  2228 

To  euery  man  lyk  /  telle  me  howe        Sompnour     [it^riaj 

That  a  fart  /  sholde  be  departed  nowe 

It  is  an  Impossible  /  it  may  nat  be 

Ey  nyce  cherl  /  god  lat  him  nevir  the  2232 

The  romblyng  /  of  a  fart  /  and  euery  Boun 

Nys  but  of  heyr  /  reuerberactoun 

And  ther  it  wasteth  /  lytel  and  lytel  a-wey 

Ther  is  no  man)  /  can  deme  bi  my  fey  2236 

Yf  that  it  were  /  departed  equally 

What  lo  my  cherle  /  lo  howe  direwdely 

Ynto  my  confessour  /  to  day  he  spak 

1  holde  him  certayn)  /  a  demonyak  2240 
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708  oBoup  D.   §  6.   bdxmoneb's  talk.   Addit  MS.  6140. 

Now  eteyoxir  mete/ and  lat  the  chide  go  play  [AlditHBaM] 
Lat  him  go  hang  him  self  /  a  devjlway 

[The  Solution  of  the  "  ProUeme  "  by  the  Lord^e  SqiUre. 
No  break  in  the  MS^ 

Kow  stood  the  lordis  Sqwyer  /  atte  booide 
That  kaif  his  mete  /  and  herd  woorde  hi  wooide         2244 
Of  att  thing  /  whiche  y  haue  said 
My  loide  q;uod  he  /  be  ye  nat  eviH  a-payde 
I  cowde  telle  /  for  a  gowne  clot£ 

To  yon  sir  fieie  /  so  ye  be  nat  wiotli  2248 

How  that  a  ffart  /  shafi  evene  delt  bo 
A-mong  yonr  covent  /  yif  it  lyke  the 
T^  qtMxf  the  loide  /  and  thou  shalt  haue  a-non) 
A  gowne  clot£  /  bi  god  and  bi  seint  lohn)  2252 

My  lord  quod  he  /  whan  that  the  wedir  is  £ur 
Byht  her  bifore  you  /  sitting  in  a  chayr 
Lat  bryng  a  cart  wheel  /  her  in-to  this  haii 
But  loke  that  it  haue  /  his  spokys  holis  a&  2256 

xy.  spokys  /-hath  a  cart  wheel  comon}ly 
And  bryng  me  xij.  f&erys  /  wyte  ye  why 
flfor  xiy*^  is  a  covent  as  y  gesse  / 

Your  confessour  heer  /  for  his  worthynesse  2260 

Shafi  parfoime  vp  the  noumbre  of  his  covent     ci«^iu,  »«*] 
Thanne  shafi  ye  knele  adoun  /  bi  oon  assent 
And  to  euery  spokis  ende  /  in  this  maneer 
fiufi  sadly  ley  in  his  nose  /  shi^  a  f&eie  2264 

your  noble  confessour  /  god  him  save 
Shafi  holde  his  nose  vpiiht  /  vndir  the  nave 
Thanne  shafi  thiu  chirl  /  w/t^  bely  styf  and  touht 
As  any  tabur  /  hidir  be  brouht  2268 

And  set  him  on  the  wheel  /  ryht  of  this  carte 
Ypon)  the  nave  /  and  make  him  let  a  fart 
And  ye  shafi  seyn)  /  vp  pereil  of  my  lyf 
By  preeff  /  whiche  is  demonstratyf  2272 
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That  equally  /  the  soun  of  it  wol  wende  [Adttt  mi  §140] 

And  eek  the  stynk'  /  vnto  the  spokys  eende       ££25**"^*^^ 

Sauf  that  this  worfchi  man)  your  confessoxix 

Bicause  he  is  a  man  /  of  gret  honour  2276 

Shal  haue  the  first  frute  /  as  resoun  is 

The  noble  vsage  of  ffireris  /  it  is  this 

The  worthiest  man  of  hem  al  /  shall  ferst  be  served*  J^^**" 

And  certeynly  /  he  hath  it  wel  deserued  2280 

He  hath  to  day  tauht  ys  /  so  moch  good 

Wyth  preching  in  the  pnlpet  /  ther  he  stood 

That  y  may  vouchesanf  /  y  say  for  me 

He  hadde  the  first  smell  /  of  SaxUs  thre  2284 

And  so  wciQ.  all  thys  covent  hardely 

He  berith  him  so  fair  /  and  so  hoolyly 

The  lord  /  the  lady  /  and  ech  man)  sauf  the  £Ererd 

Said  that  laynkyn)  /  spake  in  his  mateer^  2288 

As  wdl  as  Euclido  /  or  Partholome 

Touchyng  the  Cherlis  /  thei  seiden)  /  subtilte 

And  bi  witt  /  made  him  speke  as  he  spake 

He  is  no  fool ./  nor  no  domynyak  Sompnour   [f*^iui 

And  laynkyn)  /  hatH  wonne  a  new  gowne  2293 

Hy  tale  is  don)  /  we  be  almost  at  towne 

EzpUdt  fabula  Apparitoris]    extract  9top$i 
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Maichaunt 

WEpyng  and  weylyng  /  care  and  othir  sorwe 
I  knowe  InonH  /  on  evyn  and  on  morwe 
QtMxl  the  marchaunt  /  and  so  don  othir  mo 
That  weddid  be  /  I  trowe  that  it  be  so  1216 

^fiil  wel  y  wot  /  it  farith  so  by  me 
I  haue  a  wyf  /  wors  may  non  be 
ffbr  thouh  the  feende  /  to  hir  coplid  were 
She  wolde  him  ouyr  macche  /  I  dar  wel  swere  1220 

What  shulde  y  reherce  /  in  specially 
Hir  hih  malice  /  she  is  a  shrewe  wyth  aHe 
Ther  is  a  long  /  and  a  large  difference 
Betwene  Grisildes  /  grete  pacience  1224 

And  of  my  wyf  /  the  passing  cruelte 
wer  y  on-bounde  /  also  mot  y  the 
I  wolde  neuir  eft  /  com  in  the  snare 
we  weddid  men  /  lyve  in  sorwe  and  care  1228 

Assay  who  wytt  /  and  he  shaH  fynde 
That  y  sey  soth  /  be  seynt  Thomas  of  ynde 
As  for  the  more  partye  /  y  sey  nat  alk 
God  shelde  /  that  it  sholde  so  be-falle  1232 

A  good  sire  ost  *  /  y  haue  wedded  be  [}f  msuhi 

Thes  monethes  too  /  and  moo  nat  parde 
And  yit  y  trowe  /  that  he  that  att  his  lyf 
wyfles  hath  ben  /  thouh  that  men  wolde  him  ryffe      1236 
Ynto  the  hert  /  ne  cowde  he  in  no  maneer 
Tellen  vs  so  moche  sorwe  /  as  I  nowe  heer 
Cowde  telle  of  my  wjfya  J  cursidnesse 
Kowe  quod  our  ost  /  marchaunt  so  god  you  blisse       1240 
Sith  so  mychil  /  knowe  ye  of  that  arte 
fful  hertely  y  pray  /  telle  vs  a  parte 
Gladly  quod  he  /  but  of  myn  owne  sore 
ffbr  sory  hert  /  y  telle  may  no  more  1244 

Explicit  prologns  Mercatoris]       iAAm.MBsi4fiutmeimtd»} 
PETWORTH  no  (6-T.  U2)  [this  page,  Addit.  6140] 


Digitized  byVjOOQlC 


DRAWINGS  OF  THE  23  TELLERS 


07   THB 


24  CANTERBURY  TALES, 


COPIED  FROM  THE  ELLE8MEBE  MS, 


AND  CUT  ON  WOOD, 


iVv  m.  %«  hooper* 


Digitized  byCjOOQlC 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


/ 

In  this  first  issue,  1871,  only  14  of  the  Cuts  cart  given. 
The  other  10  wiUfolloio  in  1872.  When  the  print  qfeach 
MS  is  bound,  the  cut  of  eacli  TeUer  of  a  Tale  can  be  put 
at  the  beginning  of  his  Tale,  as  in  the  Ellesmere  MS,  or 
by  his  description  in  the  Qeneral  Prologue,  to  contrast  the 
arii^s  hand  with  the  poefs;  or,  all  the  cuts  can  be  put 
together  before  or  after  the  Prologue,  or  at  the  end  of  the 
volume  {as  not  part  of  the  MS),  according  to  the  fancy 
of  each  Member. 
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THB    OOOK. 
BUmmert  MS,  ieaf  51. 
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THE    RBVE. 
EllMmer*  MS,  Itaf  4C 
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THE    WTP    OP    BATHE. 
EtUimtre  MS,  If^f  76. 
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THE    MAN    OP    LAWE. 
BUentere  MS,  Uaf  54,  hack. 
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THE    FRBRB. 
BU49mtr§  MS,  Uqf  80,  back. 
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THB    80M0N0UR. 
SUnmere  MS,  leaf  85,  back. 
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THE    CLERK    OF    OXEN  FORD. 
EUeimere  MS,  leaf  92. 
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THB    SHIPMAN. 
BlUmert  MS,  Uaf  147,  back. 
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THE     MONK. 
KUnmere  MS,  feaf  ITS. 


Digitized  byVjOOQlC 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


THE    NONNES    FREEST. 
BUetmert  MS,  Uaf  183. 
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XXI.  A  Parallel-Text  edition  of  Chaucer's  Minor  Poems.  Part  I :— 1.  *  The  Dethe 
of  lih  che  the  Ihtehette*  from  Thynne's  ed.  of  1632.  Hie  Fairfax  MS  16. 
and  'luiiner  MS  846;  2.  *the  Cotnplet/ut  to  Pile^*  3.  *  the  Varlainent  of 
Fonlea,*  and  4.  ^the  Compleynt  of  Mnr»\*  each  fn^ni  six  MSS. 

XXII.  Supplementary  Parallel -Texts  of  Chaucer's  Minor  Poems.  Part  1,  containing 

1.   *The  Parlament  of  Foules/  from  three  MSS.     [Reprinted  in  LIX, 
First  beries.] 

XXIII.  Odd  Texts  of  Chaucer's  Minor  Poems,  Part  I,  containiu)?  1.  twu  MS  fragments 
of  *  The  Parlament  of  Foules ;  *  2.  the  two  difl'ering  versions  of  *  The  Prologue 
to  the  Legende  of  Good  Women/  arranged  so  as  to  show  their  differences ; 
3.  an  Appendix  of  Poems  attributed  to  Chaucer,  i.  *The  Dalade  of  Pitee 
by  Chauciers;'  ii.  *The  Cronycle  made  by  Chaucer/  both  from  MSS  written 
by  Shirley,  Chaucer's  contemporary. 

XXIV.  A  One-Text  Print  of  Chaucer's  Minor  Poems,  being  the  best  Text  from  the 
Parallel-Text  Edition,  Part  I,  containing,  I.  The  Dethe  of  Blaunche  the 
Dnchesse,  II.  The  Compleynt  to  Pite.  III.  The  Parlament  of  Foules,  IV. 
The  Compleynt  of  Mars,  V.  The  ARC,  with  its  original  from  De  DeGuile- 
ville's  riterUtntfe  de  la  Vie  hwnaiue  (edited  from  the  best  Paris  MSS  by  M. 
Paul  Meyer) . 

The  issue  for  1872,  in  the  Firit  Seriei,  is, 

XXV.  Chaucer's  Tale  of  Melibe.  the  Monk's,  Nun's- PrieMt's,  Doctor's,  Pardoner's, 
Wife  of  Bath's,  Friar's,  and  Summoner's  Tales,  in  6  parallel  Texts  from  the 
MSS  above  named,  with  the  remaining  13  coloured  arawings  of  Tellers  of 
Tales,  after  the  originals  in  the  Ellesmere  MS,  and  with  Sne<'imens  of  the 
Variations  of  30  MSS  in  the  Doctor- Pardoner  Link.     (Six-Text,  Part  IV.) 

XXVI.  The  Wife's,  Friar's,  and  Summoner's  Tales,  from  the  Ellesmere  MS,  with 
9  woodcuts  of  Tale-Tellers.     (Part  IV.) 

XXVII.  The  Wife's,  Friar's,  Summoner's,  Monk's,  and  Nun's- Priest's  Tales,  from 
the  Hengwrt  MS,  with  23  woodcuts  of  the  Tellers  of  the  Tales.    (Part  III.) 

XXVni.  The  Wife's,  Friar's,  and  Summoner's  Tales,  from  the  Cambridge  MS, 
with  9  woodcuts  of  Tale-Tellers.     (Part  IV.) 

XXIX.  A  Treatise  on  the  Astrolabe,  addressed  to  his  son  Iiowys,  in  1391  a.d.,  by 
Geoffrey  Chaucer,  edited  by  the  Rev.  Prof.  Walter  W.  Skeat,  M.A. 

The  issue  for  1873,  in  the  Firit  Seriei,  is, 

XXX.  The  Six-Text  Canterbury  Tales,  Part  V,  containing  (be  Clerk's  and  Mer- 
chant's Tales. 

The  issue  for  1874,  in  the  Pint  Seriei,  is, 

XXXI.  The  Six-Text,  Part  VI,  containing  the  Squire's  and  Franklin's  Tales 

XXXII.  The  Clerk's,  Merchant's,  Squire's.  Franklin's,  Doctor's,  Pard<iner'K,  Ship- 
man's,  Prioress's  Tales,  Sir  Thopas,  Melibeus,  Monk's,  Nun's-Priest's. 
Second  Nun's  Tales.  Ellesmeru  MS,  Part  V. 

XXXIII.  The  Clerk's,  Merchant's,  Squire's,  Franklin's,  Doctor's,  Pardoner's,  Ship- 
man's,  Prioress's  Tales,  Sir  Thopas,  Melibeus,  Monk's,  Nun's-Priest  s 
Second  Nun's  Tales,  Cambridge  MS,  Part  V . 

XXXIV.  Squire's,  Wife  of  Bath's,  Friar's,  Summoner's,  Clerk's,  Merchant's, 
Franklin's  Tales,  Corpus  MS,  Part  IV. 

XXXV.  Squire's,  Merchant's,  Wife  t)f  Bath's,  Friar's,  Summtmer's,  Clerk's,  Frank- 
lin's, Second  Nun's  Tales,  Petworth  MS,  Part  IV. 

XXXVI.  Squire's,  Wife  of  Bath's,  Friar's,  Summoner's,  Clerk's,  Merchant's, 
Franklin's  Tales,  Lansdowne  MS,  Part  IV 

The  issue  for  1875,  in  the  First  Seriei,  is, 

XXXVII.  The  Six-Text,  Part  VII,  the  Second  Nun's,  Canon's- Yeoman's,  and 
Manciple's  Tales,  with  the  Blank-Parson  Link 

XXXVIII.  Second  Nun's,  Canon's-\ eoman's,  Manciple's  Tales,  Ellesmere  MS, 
Part  VI 

XXXIX.  Manciple's,  Man  of  Law's,  Squire's,  Merchant's,  Franklin's,  Second 
Nun's.  Clerk's,  Doctor's,  Pardoner's,  Shipman's,  Prioress's  Tales,  Sir 
Thopas,  Melibeus  Tales,  Hengwrt  MS,  Part  IV. 

XL.  Second  Nun's,  Canon's- Yeoman's,  Manciple's  Tales,  Cambridge  MS,  Part  Vl. 
XLI.  Second  Nun's,  Canon's- Yeoman's,  Doctor's,  Pardoner's,  Shipman's,  Prioress's 

Tales,  Sir  Thopas,    Melibeus,  Monk's,  Nun's-Priest's,   Manciple's  Tales, 

Corpus  MS,  Part  V. 
XLII.  Second  Nun's,  Canon's-Yeoman's,  Doctor's,  Pardoner's  Tales,  Sir  Thopas, 

Melibeus.  Monk's,  Nun's-Priest's,  Manciple's  Tales,  Petworth  MS,  Part  V. 
XLIII.  Second  Nun's,  Canon's-Yeoman's,  Doctor's,  Pardoner's,  Shipman's,  Prioress's 

Tales,  Sir  Thopas,   Melibeus,  Monk's,   Nun's-Priest's,  Manciple's  Talea, 

Lansdowne  MS.  Part  V. 
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XLI V.  A  deUild  Comparison  of  tlie  Troylm  mud  Cry»efds  with  Boceaecio's  FiUt- 
trato^  with  a  Translation  of  all  Passages  used  by  Chancer,  and  an  Abttraet 
of  the  Parte  not  used,  by  W.  Michael  Roraetti,  Esq.,  and  with  a  print  of  the 
TroyluM  from  the  Harleian  MS  3943.     Part  I. 

XLV.  Ryme- Index  to  the  Kllesniere  MS  of  the  Canterbury  Tales,  by  Henij  CnMnie^ 
Esq.,  M.A.     In  8vo  for  tbe  separate  EHesmere  MS. 

X.LVI.  Ryine-Index  to  the  EUesmei-e  MS.  by  Henry  Cmniie,  Esq.,  BLA.  In  Royal 
4to  for  the  Six-  Text. 

XLVII.  Itotes  and  Corrections  for  the  8vo  Ryme-lndex,  by  H.  Crt>niie,  Esq.,  H.A. 
The  issae  for  lt76,  in  the  Fint  Seriea,  is, 

XLVIII.   Antotype  Specimens  of  the  Chief  Chancer  MSS,  Fart  I,  16  Autotypes, 
with  a  Note  on  the  MSS,  by  Dr.  F.  J.  Fumivall. 
The  issue  for  1877,  in  the  Fint  Seriea,  is, 

XLIX.  The  Six-Text,  Pari  VIII,  containing  the  Parson's  Tale,  with  a  Table  of  its 
Contents ;  and  Mr  Croiiiie's  Notes  and  Corrections  for  the  4to  Ryme- Index. 

L—LV.  L.  The  Parson's  Tale,  Ellesniere  MS,  Part  VII :   LI.  Hen^rwrt  MS.  Part 
V;    LIl.  Cajnbridge  MS.  Part  VII:  LIII.  Corpus  MS,  Part  VI;  LIV. 
Petworth  MS,  Part  VI;  LV.  Lansdowne  MS,  Part  VI. 
The  issue  for  1878,  in  the  First  Seriee,  is, 

LVI.  Autotype  Specimens  of  the  Chief  Chaucer  MSS,  Part  II :  9  from  the  Cambridge 
MS'  Gf^.  4.  27,  and  1  from  Lord  Leconfield's  MS. 

LVII.  A  Parallel -Text  edition  of  Chaucer's  Minor  Poems.  Part  II :— 5.  The  ABC. 
from  6  MSS ;  6.  The  Motktr  of  God,  from  3  MSS ;  7.  Anglida  and  Arcytt, 
from  5  MSS  and  Caxton's  print;  8.  The  Former  Aye,  from  2  MSS  (with 
the  Latin  ori^nal,  and  Chaucer's  prose  Englishing) ;  9«  To  his  Scriretitr 
fr^mi  Shirley's  MS  and  Stowe's  print;  10.  The  Bouse  of  F«we^  from  2  MSS 
and  Cax ton's  and  Thynne's  printe. 
The  issue  for  1879,  in  the  First  Series,  it, 

LYIII.  A  Parallel-Text  edition  of  Chaucer's  Minor  Poems,  Part  III,  completing  the 
FaraiM'Text,  and  containing,  11.  T/ie  Leqetfd  of  Good  Womett  from  o  MSS 
and  Thynne's  print;  18.  Truth  from  6  l^SS  ;  l8.  The  Compleyut  of  Ven^t 
from  6  MSS;  14.  The  Envoy  to  Scoyau from  3  MSS;  15.  Marriage^ ist  Tit 
Euroy  to  SuJston,  from  1  MS  and  Notary's  and  Thvnne's  printa ;  16.  Ge%tii- 
esse  from  6  MSS ;  17.  Ptorerbe  from  3  MSS ;  18.  Sied fastness  from  6  MS*\ 
19.  Fortune  from  6  MSS ;  80.  Chancer  to  his  empty  iStrsey  from  6  MSS. 
The  issue  for  1880,  in  the  First  Series,  is, 

LIX.  Supplementery  Parallel-Texta  of  Chaucer's  Minor  Poema,  Part  II : — la.  The 
Farlament  of  FouUs  from  3  MSS ;  3.  The  A  B  (7 from  6  MSS  ;  3.  Antlid* 
and  Areite  from  6  MSS ;  4.  T/ie  Legend  of  Good  Womett,  in  whole  or  part 
from  4  MSS;  5.  The  Complaint  of  Mars  from  3  MSS;  6.  IV^th  from  6 
MSS  ;  7.  The  Compleynt  of  Venus  from  3  MSS ;  8.  Gmtilesse  from  3  MSS ; 
9.  Lack  of  Siedfastness  from  Thynne's  print  and  2  MSS ;  10.  Fortune  from 
2  MSS  and  Caxton's  print. 

LX.  Odd-Texte  of  Chaucer's  Minor  Poems,  Part  II,  containing,  3.  The.^  BC,  from 
2  MSS  ;  4.  The  House  of  Fame,  from  the  Fepys'  MS,  &c. ;  5.  Thg  Lecend 
of  Good  Women  from  3  MSS;  6.  The  Lethe  of  Blaunehe  the  Dwhesse  from 
i  MS ;  7.  The  Complaint  to  Pity  from  2  MSS ;  8.  The  Farlament  of  Fowles 
from  1  MS ;  9.  Truth  from  3  MSS;  10.  Envoy  to  Scogan  from  1  MS;  11 
Purse  from  I  MS. 

LXI.  A  One-Text  Print  of  Chaucer's  Minor  Poems,  Part  II,  containing,  VI.  Mother 
of  God;  VII.  Auelida;  VIII.  The  Former  Age ;  IX.  Adam  Sn-itener ; 
X.  7'he  House  of  Fame;  XI.  Legende ;  XII.  Truth;  XI II.  Venus;  XIV. 
Scoaan;  XV.  Marriage;  XVI.  GentiUsse;  XVII.  Proverbs;  XVIII. 
Sttdfastuess ;  XIX.  Fortune;  XX.  Purse. 

LXI  I.  Autotype  Specimens  of  the  chief  Chaucer  MSS.     Part  III  :  2  from  Henry 
V's  MS  of  the  TVoi/w*,  when  he  was  Prince  of  Wales  (now   Mr  Bacon 
Frank's)  ;  1  from  Shirley's  MS  of  the  ABCvX  Sion  Coll. 
The  issue  for  1881,  in  the  First  Series,  is, 

LXIII.  A  Parallel-Text  edition  of  Chaucer's  Troilus  4'  Criseyde  from  the  Campsall 
MS,  b.  1415  A.D.  (written  for  Henry  V  when  Prince  of  Wales),  Harleian 
MS.  2280,  and  Cambr.  Univ.  Libr.  Qg.  4.  27.     Part  I.    Books  1  and  2. 
Tlie  issue  for  1882,  in  the  First  Series,  is, 

LXI  V.  A  Parallel-Text  edition  of  Chaucer's  Troilus  A  Criseyde  from  the  CampsalJ 
MS,  before  1415  A.D.  (written  for  Henry  V  when  Prince  of  Wales),  HarleiaB 
MS  2280,  and  Cambr.  Univ.  Libr.  Gg.  4.  27.     Part  II.     Books  3.  4.  5. 
The  issue  for  1883,  in  the  First  Series,  is, 

LXV.  Part  II  of  Mr  W.  M.  Rossetti's  Comparison  of  Chaucer's  Troylus  and  Cry- 
seyde  with  Boccaccio's  Filostrato^  completing  the  work. 
The  issue  for  1884,  in  the  First  Series,  is  to  be, 

LXVI— LXXI.  6  Appendixes  to  the  6  MSS  of  the  Six-Text,  with  Wood-cuU  and 
colord  Lithographs  of  6  Tellers  of  Tales  and  of  6  emblematical  Figures  from 
tbe  Cambridge  Univ.  MS,  Gg.  4.  27,  &c.,  and  Process  Engravings,  for  the 
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Ellemnere  MS  Part,  of  the  23  Ellestnere  MS  MiuiAtaroM.  Tlie  Ileiifrwrt  MS, 
Part  VI,  coiitHinH  The  Canon's- Yeoman's  Tale  fix>nt  fhe  Lichfield  MS. 
LXXll.  The  Six-Text,  Part  IX,  with  culord  I.ithoKraphs  of  6  Tellers  of  Tales  nnd  6 
eDiblematical  Figures  fn>ui  the  Cambridge  Uni  vers.  MS  Og.  4.27;  Forewords, 
Title-pages  for  the  three  volumes,  &c. ;  and  Prof.  Hiram  Corson's  Index  to 
the  Subjects  and  Names  of  Th*  Cttuteibury  Talei. 
The  issue  for  1885,  in  the  Firit  Beriei,  is, 
LXXIII.  The  Harleian  MS  7334  of  The  Canterbury  Talte,  with  WoodcuU  of  23 

Tellers  of  Tales  from  the  EUeranere  MS,  &f*. 
LXXIV.  Autotype  Specimens  of  the  chief  Chaucer  MSS.    Pt  IV.    The  Ellesmere. 

The  issue  for  1886,  in  the  Tint  Beriei,  is, 
LXXV.  Chaucer's  Boec4  from  the  Cambridge  University  MS.  li.  3.  21. 
LXXVl.  Chaucer's  Boeee  from  the  Additional  MS  10,340  in  the  Uritish  Museum, 

as  edited  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  R.  Morris  for  the  £.  E.  Text  Soc.  in  18C8. 
LXXV II.  More  Odd  Texts  of  Chaucer*s  Minor  Poems,  containing,  1.  2'he  Com- 
plewtte  to  IHte;  2.  TAo  Complaint  of  (lie  Auelida  aud  Areite;  3.  IS'uth  ; 
4.  Lack  of  atedfaetneee ;  5.  Fortuue;  6.  l^r»e.    Appendix:  I.  Th$  Balade 
ofPite.     II.  KottndeU  (Maeileeee  Bemtte), 
Tlie  issae  for  1887,  in  the  First  Serial,  is, 
LXXVIII.  A  Hiivie-hidex  to  Chaueer*e  Minor  l^oeuis,  by  Miss  Isabel  Marshall  and 
Miss  Lela  Porter,  in  Royal  4to  for  the  Paraliel-Text. 
The  iisoe  for  1888,  iu  the  First  Serial,  is, 
LXXIX.  A  One-Text  Print  of  Chaucer's  'IVoiluSjtroui  theCampiMilI  MS  bef.1415  A.n. 

The  issue  for  1889,  in  the  Firit  Series,  is, 
LXXX.  A  Byrne-Index  to  Chaueer't  Jfiuor  roetnt,  by  Mi^s  Isabel  Mai*sha11  and 
Miss  Lela  Porter,  in  Svo  for  the  One-Text  print  of  the  Minor  Poenit. 
The  issue  for  1890,  iu  the  Firit  Series,  is, 
LXXXI.  Parallel-Text  Speeiwent  of  all  aeeeuible  unprinted  Chaucer  MSS:  I'he 
Pardofier'e  Prolog  aud  Tale,  edited  by  Prof.  Zupitui,  Ph.D.     Part  I,  from 
7  MSS  :  Cambridge  Dd.4.  24.  Christ-Church.  Additional  6140,  Devonshire. 
Haistwell  (or  Egerton  3726),  Ingilby,  Northumberland  :  the  Dd.  Group. 
LXXXIL  The  Bomaunt  of  the  Bote,  from  Thynne's  print,  1632,  ed.  F.  J.  Fumivall. 

The  issue  for  1891,  in  the  First  Series,  is, 
LXXXIII.  A  Parallel  text  of  The  Bomaunt  of  the  Bone  (of  which  Uie  first  1706  lines 
are  most  probably  Chaucer's),  from  the  unique  MS  at  Glasgow,  and  it« 
French  original,  Le  Boman  de  la  Bote,  edited  by  Dr  Max  Kaluxa.     Part  I. 
LXXXIV.  A  Rime-Index  to  Chaucer's  IVoilus,  by  Prof.  Skeat,  LittD. 

The  issue  for  1892,  in  the  First  Series,  is, 
LXXXV.  Parallel-Text  Speeimette  of  all  aeceseible  unprinted  Chaucer  MSS  :  The 
Pardoner' e  Prolog  aud  Tale,  edited  by  Prof.  Zupitisa,  Ph.D.      Fart  II, 
from  10  MSS. 
The  issue  for  1893,  in  the  First  Series,  is, 
LXXX VI.  Parallel-Text  Specimen*  of  all  aeeeuible  unjfriuled  Chaucer  MSS:  The 
Pardcnet^e  Prolog  and  Tale,  edited  by  Prof.  Zupitza,  Ph.D.    Part  III, 
from  6  MSS. 
The  issue  for  1894,  in  the  First  Series,  is, 
LXXXVII.  A  Parallel- Text  of  3  mora  MSS  of  Chaucer's  YV-oiYiw,  the  St.  John% 
and  Corpus,  Cambridge,  and  Harl.  1239,  Drit.  Mus.,  put  forth  by  Dr.  F.  J. 
Fumivall.    Part  I,  with  a  Note  by  G.  C.  Macaulay,  M.A. 
Tlie  issue  for  1895,  in  the  First  Series,  is, 
I^XXXVIII.  A  Parallel-Text  of  3  more  MSS  of  Chaucer's  Trollus,  Part  II. 

The  issue  for  1896,  in  the  First  Series,  will  be, 
LXXXIX.   Prof.  McCormick's  Introduction  to  Chaucer's  Troilue^  dincussing  iln 
MSS,  its  Text,  its  Metre  and  Grammar:  2nd  Parallel-Texts,  Part  III. 
The  issue  for  1897,  in  the  First  Series,  is, 
XC.  Parallel-Text  Specimen*  of  all  aeceeeibU  unprinted  MSS:   I'he  Pardoner'* 
Prolog  and  Tale,  Part  IV,  from  17  MSS,  fdited  by  the  late  Prof.  Zupitza, 
Ph.D.,  and  Prof.  John  Koch,  Ph.D. 
The  issue  for  1898,  in  the  First  Series,  is, 
XCI.  Parallel- Text  Specimen*,  Fart  V  :  2'he  Parduner'*  Proloa  and  Tale,  a  Six- 
Text,  from  3  MSS  nnd  3  black-letters,  edited  by  Prof.  John  Koch,  Ph.D., 
and  Dr.  F.  J.  Fumivall. 
The  ssue  for  1899,  in  the  First  Series,  iH, 
XCII.  Parallel-Text  Specimen*.  Part  VI :   The  Clerk'*  Tale,  a  Six-Text  Print  from 
6  MSS  not  containing  2'he  Pardoner**  Tale,  put  forth  by  Dr.  F.  J.  Fumivall. 
The  issue  for  1900,  in  the  First  Series,  is, 
XCIII.  Parallel  Text  Specimen*,  Part  VII:  The  Clerk'*  Tale  from  the  Phillipps 

MS  8299  and  the  Longleat  MS,  put  forth  by  Dr.  F.  J.  Fumivall. 
XCIV.  Parallel-Text  Specimen*,  Part  \  III :   The  Pardoner'*  Prolog  and  Tale  from 
the  Hodson  MS  39,  put  forth  by  Dr.  F.  J.  Fumivall  with  an  Introduction 
by  Prof.  John  Koch,  Ph.D.  ^  t 
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'  Tiic  issue  for  1901,  in  tlie  Firit  Series,  is, 

XCV.  Tlie  Cn>iihi'id|;e  MS  ])d.  4.  24.  of  the  Cnnlerburv  Tules,  completed  bv  the 
i^iireiton  MS  2726  (the  Hairttwell  MS),  ed.  F.  J.  Furnivall.     Part  I. 
The  issue  for  1902,  in  the  Pirst  Seriei,  is, 
XCVI.  The  Ciiiiibridf^e  MS  l)d.  4.  24.  of  the  Caiiterburv  Tales,  completed  bv  lite 

Kgerton  MS  2726  (the  Hiii«twell  MS),  ed.  F.  J.  Furnivall.     Part  II. 
XC  VII.  Parallel' I'ext  Upecimens,  Part  IX :  An  Introduction  to  the  eight  Specimens 
of  Chaucer's  Clerk's  Tale,  by  Prof.  Dr.  John  Koch. 
'JMie  issue  for  1907,  in  the  Fint  Seriei  (none  in  1903-6)  will  probably  be, 
XC  VIII.  Specimen- lixtntcts  from  niue  unpriuted  MSS of  Cfiaueer's  Iroilus^  witli  an 
Inr.r<(diicli(>noiithe  MsS,  Metre  and  Orammar  of  the  Poem,  by  Dr.  W.  H. 
McC(»riiiick.  \^At  Fre99i 

SECOND  SPJItlPJS, 
Of  the  Second  Series,  tbe  issue  ft>r  1869  is, 

1.  Early  English  FroitHueialion^  with  especial  reference  to  Shakspere  and  Chaucer, 
by  Alexander  J.  lilllis,  K^q.,  F.U.S.  Part  1.  This  work  includes  an  amalgroiiiation  of 
Prof.  F.  J.  Child's  two  Papers  on  the  use  of  the  final  -e  bv  Chaucer  (in  T.  Wright's  ed. 
of  The  Citnterb.  Tales)  and  by  Oower  (in  l)r  Pauli's  ed.  of  the  Coufessio  Amaniit), 

2.  Essays  on  Chancer^  his  1  Fords  and  IForkSy  Part  I.:  1.  Prof.  Ebert's  Review  of 
Sandras*B  El  rule  snr  Chaucer^  translated  bv  J.  W.  van  llees  Uoets,  M.A. ;  2.  A 
13th-century  Latin  Treatise  on  the  Chilindre  (of  the  Shipman*s  Tale),  edited  by 
Mr.  K.  Brock. 

3.  A  Teujporary  Preface  to  the  St»ciety'8  Six-Text  edition  of  Chaucer's  Canterbury 
Titles,  Part  I,  attempting^  to  show  the  right  Order  of  the  Tales,  and  the  Days  and 
Stages  of  the  Pilgrimage,  &c.  &c.,  by  F.  J.  Furnivall,  Esq.,  M.A. 

Of  tlie  Seoond  Seriei,  the  issue  for  1869  is, 

4.  Early  English  ProtiunciaUon,  with  especial  reference  to  Shakspere  and  Cbaucer^ 
by  Alexander  J.  Ellis,  Esq.,  F.R.S.     Part  II. 

Of  the  Seeond  Series,  the  issue  for  1870  is, 

5.  Early  English  Pronunciation,  with  especial  reference  to  Shakspere  and  Chaucer, 
by  Alexander  J.  Ellis,  Esq.,  F.U.S.     Part  III. 

Of  the  Second  Series,  the  issue  for  1871  is. 

6.  Trial' Forewords  to  my  Parallel-Text  edition  of  Chatteer" s  Minor  Poems  for  the 
Chaucer  Society  (with  a  try  to  set  Chaucer's  Works  in  their  right  order  of  Time),  by 
Fredk.  J.  Furnivall.     Part  I. 

Of  the  Second  Series,  the  issue  for  1872  is, 

7.  Originals  and  Analogues  of  some  of  Chaiuer's  Canterbury  Tales,  Part  I.  1.  The 
original  of  the  Man  of  Law's  Tale  of  Constance,  from  the  French  Chronicle  of 
Nicholas  Trivet,  Arundel  MS  56,  ab.  1340  a.d.,  collated  with  the  later  copy,  ab.  HOO, 
in  the  National  Librarv  at  Stockholm ;  copied  and  edited,  with  a  translation,  by  Mr. 
Edmund  Brock.  2.  Ihe  Tale  of  *■*  Merelaus  the  Emperor,"  englisht  from  the  Gesta 
Romanorum  by  Thomas  Hoccleve,  in  Harl.  MS  7333;  and  3.  Part  of  Matthew  Paris's 
Vita  Off<e  Primi,  both  stories  illustrating  incidents  in  the  Man  of  Law's  Tale.  4.  Two 
Frencli  Fabliaux  like  the  Reeve's  2\ile.    5.  Two  Latin  Stories  like  the  Friar's  Tate. 

Of  tiie  Seoond  Series,  the  issue  for  1873  is,  ,' 

8.  Albertano  of  Brescia's  Liber  Consilii  et  Consolation  is,  a.d.  1246  (the' Latin 
source  of  the  French  original  of  Chaucer's  Melibe),  edited  from  the  MSS,  by  Dr. 
Thor  Sundby. 

Of  the  Second  Series,  the  issue  for  1874  is, 

9.  Essays  on  Chaucer,  his  Words  and  Works,  Part  II. :  3.  John  of  Hoveden'* 
Practica  Chilindri,  edited  from  the  MS.  with  a  translation,  by  Mr.  E.  Brock.  4; 
Chaucer's  use  of  the  final  -e,  by  Joseph  Payne,  Esq.  5.  Mrs.  E.  Barrett-Browning 
on  Chaucer :  being  those  parts  of  her  review  of  the  Book  of  the  Poets,  1842,  "which 
relate  to  him  ;  here  reprintod  by  leave  of  Mr  Robert  drowning.  6.  Professor 
Bernhard  ten  Brink's  critical  edition  of  Chaucer's  Compleynte  to  Pits. 

Of  tlio  Seoond  Series,  the  issue  for  1875  is, 

10.  Originals  and  Analogues  of  Chaucer's  Canterbury  Tales,  Part  II.  6.  Alphon- 
sus  of  Lincoln,  a  Story  like  the' Prioress's  Tale.  7.  How  Reynard  caught  Chanti- 
cleer, the  source  of  the  Nitn's- Priest's  Tale.  8.  Two  Italian  Storia<s  and  a  Latin 
one,  like  the  Pardoner's  Tale.  9.  'J'he  Tale  of  the  Priest's  Bladder,  a  story  like  the 
Summoner's  2'ale,  being  *  Li  dis  de  le  Vescie  a  Prestre,*  par  Jakes  do  Ba!siw.  10. 
Petrarch's  Latin  Tale  of  Oriseldis  (with  Boccaccio's  Stor>' from  which  it  was  re«told), 
the  original  of  the  Clerk's  Tale.  1 1.  Five  Versions  of  a*  Pear-tree  Story  like  that  in 
the  Merchant's  Tale.  12.  Four  Versions  of  The  Life  of  Saint  Cecilia,  the  original 
of  the  Seeond  Nun's  2'ale.     Edited  by  F.  J.  Furnivall. 

11.  Early  English  Pronunciation,  with  especial  roferenoe  to  Shakspere  and  Chau- 
cer, by  Alexander  J.  Ellis,  Esq.,  F.R.S.     Part  IV. 

12.  Life- Records  of  Chaucer,  Part  1,  The  Robberies  of  Chaucer  by  Richard  Brere- 
lav  and  others  at  Westminster,  and  at  Hatchani,  Surrey,  on  Tuesday,  Sept.  6,  1390, 
with  some  Account  of  the  Robbers,  from  the  Enrolment*  in  the  Public  Record  OflScc, 
by  Walford  D.  Selby,  Esq.,  of  the  Public  Record  Office. 


Chaucer  Society's  Publications :  Second  Series, 


SECOND  SERIES, 

Of  tbe  Second  Seriei,  the  issue  for  1868  is> 

1.  Early  English  Pronunciation,  with  especial  reference  to  Shakspere  and  Chaucer, 
by  Alexander  J.  Ellis,  Esq.,  F.R.S.  Part  I.  This  work  includes  an  amalgamation 
of  Prof.  F.  J.  Child's  two  Papers  on  the  use  of  the  final  -*  by  Chaucer  (^in  T.  Wright's 
ed.  of  The  Canterbury  Tatea)  and  by  Gower  (in  Dr  Pauli's  ed.  ot  the  Confesaio 
Amantis), 

2.  Essays  on  Chaucer,  his  Words  and  Works,  Part  I. :  1.  Prof.  Ebert*s  Review  of 
Sandras's  Etude  sur  Chaucer^  translated  by  J.  W.  van  Rees  Hoets,  M.A. ;  2.  A 
13th-century  Latin  Treatise  on  ^e  Chilindre  (of  the  Shipman*s  Tale),  edited  by 
Mr  E.  Brook. 

3.  A  Temporary  Preface  to  the  Societ^r's  Six-Text  edition  of  Chaucer's  Canterbury 
Tales,  Part  I,  attempting  to  show  the  right  Order  of  the  Tales,  and  the  Days  and 
Stages  of  the  Pilgrimage,  &c.  &c.,  by  F.  J.  Fumivall,  Esq.,  M.A. 

Of  the  Second  Scries,  the  issue  for  1889  is, 

4.  Early  English  Pronunciation,  with  especial  reference  to  Shakspere  and  Chaucer, 
by  Alexander  J.  Ellis,  Esq.,  F.R.S.    Part  II. 

Of  the  Second  Scries,  the  issue  for  1870  is, 

5.  Early  English  Pronunciation,  with  especial  reference  to  Shakspere  and  Chaucer, 
by  Alexander  J.  Ellis,  Esq.,  F.R.S.    Part  III. 

Of  the  Second  SiDries,  the  issue  for  1871  is, 

6.  Trial-Forewords  to  my  Parallel-Text  edition  of  Chaucer's  Minor  Poems  for  the 
Chaucer  Society  (with  a  try  to  set  Chaucer's  Works  in  their  right  order  of  Time),  by 
Fredk.  J.  Fumivall.  Part  I.  (This  Part  brings-out,  for  the  first  time,  Chaucer's 
long  early  but  hopeless  love.) 

Of  the  Second  Scries,  the  issue  for  1878  is, 

7.  Originals  and  Analogues  of  some  of  Chaucer's  Canterbury  Tales,  Part  I.  1.  The 
original  of  the  Man  of  Zaw*s  Tale  of  Constance,  from  the  French  Chronicle  of 
Nicholas  Trivet,  Arundel  MS  66,  ab.  1340  a.d.,  collated  with  the  later  cop:^,  ab.  1400, 
in  the  National  Libraij  at  Stockholm ;  copied  and  edited,  with  a  translation,  by  Mr 
Edmund  Brock.  2.  The  Tale  of  **  Mercians  the  Emperor,"  from  the  Early-English 
version  of  the  Gesta  Romanorum  in  Harl.  MS  7333 ;  and  3.  Part  of  Matthew  Paris' s 
Vita  Offae  Primi,  both  stories  illustrating  incidents  in  the  Man  of  Law's  Tale.  4.  Two 
French  Fabliaux  like  the  Eeeve's  Tale,    6.  Two  Latin  Stories  like  the  Friar's  Tale, 

Of  the  Second  Scries,  the  issue  for  1878  is, 

B.'Albertano  of  Brescia's  Liber  Consilii  et  Consolationis,  A.D.  1246  (the  Latin 
source  o/  the  French  original  of  Chaucer's  Melibe),  edited  from  the  MbS,  by  Dr 
Thor  Sundby. 

Of  the  Second  Scries,  the  issue  for  1874  is, 

9.  Essays  on  Chaucer,  his  Words  and  Works,  Part  II. :  3.  John  of  Hoveden's 
Praetica  Chilindri,  edited  from  the  MS,  with  a  translation,  by  Mr  E.  Brock.  4. 
Chaucer's  use  of  the  final  -e,  by  Joseph  Payne,  Esq.  6.  Mrs  E.  Barrett-Browning 
on  Chaucer:  being  those  parts  of  her  review  of  the  Book  of  the  Poets,  1842,  which 
relate  to  him  ;  here  repnnted  by  leave  of  Mr  Robert  Browning.  6.  Professor 
Bemhard  Ten-Brink's  critical  edition  of  Chaucer's  Compleynte  to  Pite, 

Of  the  Second  Scries,  the  issue  for  1875  is, 

10.  Original  and  Analognes  of  Chaucer's  Canterbury  Tales,  Part  II.  6.  Alphon- 
sus  of  Lincoln,  a  Story  like  the  Prioress's  Tale,  7,  How  Reynard  caught  Chanti- 
oleer,  the  source  of  the  Nun' s-PriesV s  Tale,  St.  "rwo  Italian  Stories,  and  a  Latin 
one,  like  the  Pardoner's  Tale.  9.  The  Tale  of  the  Priest's  Bladder,  a  story  like  the 
Summoners  Tale,  being  *•  Li  dis  de  le  Vescie  a  Prestre,*  par  Jakes  de  Basiw.  10. 
Petrarch' &  Latin  Tale  of  Oriseldis  (with  Boccaccio's  Story  from  which  it  was  re-told), 
the  original  of  the  Clerk's  Tale.  11.  Five  Versions  of  a  Pear-tree  Story  like  that  in 
the  Merchant's  Tale,  12.  Four  Versions  of  The  Life  of  Saint  Cecilia,  the  original 
of  the  Second  Nun's  Tale, 

11.  Early  English  Pronunciation,  with  especial  reference  to  Shakspere  and  Chau- 
cer, by  Alexander  J.  Ellis,  Esq.,  F.R.S.    Part  IV. 

12.  Life-Records  of  Chaucer,  Part  I,  The  Robberies  of  Chaucer  by  Richard  Brere-j  [^ 
la^  and  others  at  Westminster,  and  at  Hatcham,  Surrey,  on  Tuesday,  Sept.  6,  1390^  ^^ 
with  some  Account  of  the  Robbers,  from  the  Enrolments  in  the  Publie  Record  Office, 
by  Walford  D.  Selby,  Esq.,  of  the  Public  Record  Offlee. 
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13.  Thynne's  Animadverrionft  (1699)  on  Speghf  s  Chaueert  Worker,  re-«dited  from 
the  unique  MS^  by  Fredk.  J.  Ftirnivall,  witn  fresh  Lives  of  William  and  Francis 
Thynne,  luid  the  only  known  fragment  of  The  Filgrims  Tah. 

Of  the  Seeond  Series,  the  issue  for  1876  is, 

14.  Life-Records  of  Chancer,  Part  II,  The  Household  Ordinances  of  King 
Edward  II,  June  1323  (as  englisht  by  Francis  Tate  in  March  I60I  A.D.),  with  ex- 
tracts from  those  of  King  Edward  IV,  to  show  the  probable  duties  of  Chaucer  z» 
Valet  or  Yeoman  of  the  Chamber,  and  Esquire,  to  Edward  III,  of  whose  Household 
Book  no  MS  is  known ;  together  with  Chaucer's  Oath  as  Controller  of  the  Customs  ; 
and  an  enlargd  Autotype  of  Hoccleve's  Portrait  of  Chaucer;  edited  by  F.  J. 
Fumivall. 

15.  Originals  and  Analog^ies  of  Chaucer's  Canterbuiy  Tales,  Part  III.  13.  The 
Story  of  Constance,  for  the  Man  of  Law*8  Tale,  14.  The  Boy  killd  by  a  Jew  for 
singing  *  Gaude  Maria,'  an  Analogue  of  the  Prioress*  8  Tale.  15.  The  Paris  Beggar- 
boy  murderd  by  a  Jew  for  singing  *  Alma  redemptoris  mater ! '  an  Analogue  of  the 
Prioresses  Tale;  witha  Poemby  Lydgate. 

16.  Essays  on  Chaucer^  his  Words  and  Works,  Part  III.    7.  Chaucer's  Prioress,  her 


Nun  Chaplain  and  3  Priests,  illustrated  from  the  Paper  Survey  of  St  Mary's  Abbey, 
Winchester,  by  F.  J.  Fumivall.  8.  Alliteration  in  Chaucer,  by  Dr  Paul  Lindner. 
9.  Chaucer  a  Wicliffite ;  a  critical  Examination  of  the  Parsons  'Tale,  by  Herr  Hugo 
Simon.  10.  The  sources  of  the  Wife  of  Bath's  Prologue  :  Chaucer  not  a  borrower 
from  John  of  Salisbury,  by  the  Rev.  W.  W.  WooUcombe. 

17.  Supplementary  Canterbury  Tales :  L  The  Tale  of  Beryn^  with  a  Prologue  of 
the  merry  Adventure. of  the  Pardoner  with  a  Tapster  at  Canterbury,  re-edited  from 
the  Duke  of  Northumberland's  unique  MS,  by  Fredk.  J.  Fumivall.  Part  I,  the 
Text,  with  Wra.  Smith's  Map  of  Canterbury  in  1588,  now  first  cngravd  from  his 
unique  MS.,  and  Ogilby's  Plan  of  the  Road  from  London  to  Canterbury  in  1675. 

Of  the  Second  Series,  the  issue  for  1878  (there  was  none  in  1877)  is, 

18.  Essays  on  Chaucer,  his  Words  and  Works,  Part  IV.  11.  On  here  and  there 
in  Chaucer  (his  Pronunciation  of  the  two  tf's),  by  Dr  R.  F.  Weymouth ;  12.  On  a.  An 
Original  Version  of  the  Knight* s  Tale;  /9.  the  Date  (1381)  and  Personages  of  the 
Par  lament  of  Foules  ;  y.  on  Anelvda  and  Areite,  on  Lollius,  on  Chaucer,  and  Boc- 
caccio, &c,  by  Dr  John  Koch,  with  a  fragment  of  a  later  Palamon  and  Ersyte  from 
the  Dublin  MS  D.  4.  18. 

Of  the  Seoond  Series,  the  issue  for  1882  (none  in  1879,  80, 81)  will  probably  be. 

Early  English  Pronunciation,  with  especial  reference  to  Shakspere  and  Chaucer, 
by  Alexander  J.  Ellis,  Esq.,  F.R.S.    Part  V. 


Messrs  Triibner  &  Co.,  of  57  &  59,  Ludgate  HiU,  London,  B.C.,  are  the  Society's 
publishers,  Messrs  Clay  and  Taylor  of  Bungay  its  printers,  and  the  Alliance  Bank, 
Bartholomew  Lane,  London,  E.C.,  its  bankers.  The  yearly  subscription  is  twx> 
guineas,  due  on  everj^  1st  January,  beginning  with  Jan.  1, 1868.  More  Memhers  are 
wanted.  All  the  Society*  s  Publication  can  still  be  had.  Those  of  the  first  year  hare 
jmt  been  reprinted. 

Prof.  Child,  of  Harvard  College,  Cambridge,  Massachusetts,  is  the  Society's  Honor-> 
ary  Secretary  for  America.  Members'  names  and  subscriptions  may  be  sent  to  the 
Publishers,  or  to  the  Honorary  Secretary, 

W.  A.  DALZIEL,  Esq.,  67,  Victoria  Eoad,  Finsbury  Park,  iV. 


Director :  F.  J.  Fuenivall,  Esq.,  3,  St  George's  Square,  London,  N.W. 

Son.  See. :  A.  6.  Snblgkovb,  Esq.,  London  Hospital,  London,  E. 

Bankers :  The  Alliance  Bank,  Bartholomew  Lane,  London,  B.C. 

Founded  in  1873  to  further  the  study  of  Shakspere' s  works  chronologically  and  as 
a  whole,  and  to  print  Parallel  and  other  Texts  of  the  Quartos  and  Folio  of  Shakspere*  s 
Plays,  and  other  works  illustrating  Shakspei-e's  time  and  the  History  of  the  Drama. 
Subscription,  which  constitutes  membership,  One  Guinea,  to  be  paid  to. the  Hon.  Sec. 

The  Society  has  already  issued  29  important  publications  in  4to  «"id^(3o[^ 

Shakspere  Quarto  Facsimiles,  at  6<.  each,  issued  under  Mr  Fumivall' s  superintend- 
ence, by  W.  Griggs,  Elm  House,  Hanover  St,  Peckham,  S.E. 


Chaucer  Society's  Publications :  First  Sei-ies, 


The  issue  for  1870,  in  the  Firit  Seriei,  is, 

XIV.  The  Miller's,  Reeve's,  and  Cook's  Tales,  with  an  Appendix  of  the  Spurious 
Tale  of  Gamelyn,  in  6  parallel  Texts.     (Six-Text,  Part  II.) 

The  issue  for  18Y1,  in  the  First  Series,  is, 

XV.  The  Msn  of  Law's,  Shipman's,  and  Prioress's  Tales,  with  Chaucer's  own 
Tale  of  Sir  Thopas,  in  6  parallel  Texts  from  the  MSS  above  named,  and  10 
coloured  drawings  of  Tellers  of  Tales,  after  the  originals  in  the  Bllesmere  MS. 
Part  III. 
XVI.  The  Man  of  Law's  Tale,  from  the  Ellesmere  MS. 
XVII.     „      „     „      „        „        „       „   Cambridge  MS. 
XVIII.     „      .,     „      „        „        „       „   Corpus  MS. 
XIX.  The  Shipman's,  Prioress's,  and  Man  of  Law's  Tales,  from  the  Petworth  MS. 
XX.  The  Man  of  Law's  Tale,  from  the  Lansdowne  MS. 

(each  with  woodcuts  of  fourteen  drawings  of  Tellers  of  Tales  in  the 

Ellesmere  MS.) 

XXI.  A  Parallel-Text  edition  of  Chaucer's  Minor  Poems,  Part  I :— 1.  <  The  J)ethe 

of  Blaimehe  the  Ihichene^'  from  Thynne's  ed.  of  1532,  the  Fairfax  MS  16, 

and  Tanner  MS  346;   2.  Uhe  Compleynt  to  Pitey'  3.   'the  rarlament  of 

Foules^*  and  4.  ^the  Con^leynt  of  Mare,'  each  from  six  MSS. 

XXII.  Supplementary  Parallel-'rexts  of  Chaucer's  Minor  Poems,  Part  I,  containing 

1.  *The  Parlament  of  Foules,'  from  three  MSS.* 
XXIIL  Odd  Texts  of  Chaucer's  Minor  Poems,  Part  I,  containing  1.  two  MS  fragments 
of  *  The  Parlament  of  Foules ;  *  2*  the  two  differing  versions  of  *  The  Prologue 
to  the  Legende  of  Good  Women,'  ammged  so  as  to  show  their  differences ; 
3.  an  Appendix  of  Poems  attributed  to  Chaucer,  x.  <  The  Balade  of  Pit^e 
by  Chauciers ; '  ii.  *  The  Cronycle  mafde  by  Chaucer,'  both  from  MSS  written 
by  Shirley,  Chaucer's  contemporary. 

XXIV.  A  One-Text  Print  of  Chaucer's  Mmor  Poems,  being  the  best  Text  from  the 
Parallel-Text  Edition,  Part  I,  eontainmg,  I.  The  Dethe  of  Blaunche  the 
Duchesse,  II.  The  Compleynt  to  Pite,  III.  The  Parlament  of  Foules,  IV. 
The  Compleynt  of  Mars,  V.  The  ABC,  with  its  original  from  Do  BeGuile- 
ville's  Pilertnage  de  la  Vie  humaine  (edited  from  the  best  Paris  MSS  by  M. 
Paul  Meyer). 

The  issue  for  1872,  in  the  First  Series,  ifl» 

XXV.  Chaucer's  Tale  of  Melibe,  the  Monk's,  Nun's-Prieet's,  Doctor's,  Pardoner's, 
Wife  of  Bath's,  Friar's,  and  Summoner's  Tales,  in  6  parallel  Texts  from  the 
MSS  above  named,  with  the  remaining  13  coloured  drawings  of  Tellers  of 
Tales,  after  the  originals  in  the  Ellesmere  MS,  and  with  Specimens  of  the 
Variations  of  30  MSS  in  the  Doctor-Pardoner  Link.     (6-Text,  Pt  IV.) 

XXVI.  The  Wife's,  Friar's,  and  Sunmioner's  Tales,  from  the  Ellesmere  MS,  with 
9  woodcuts  of  Tale-Tellers.     (Part  I V.) 

XXVII.  The  Wife's,  Friar's,  Summoner's,  Monk's,  and  Nnn's-Priest's  Tales,  from 
the  Hengwrt  MS,  with  23  woodeuts  of  the  Tellers  of  the  Tales.   (Part  IIL) 

XXVIII.  The  Wife's,  Friar's,  and  Summoner's  Tales,  from  the  Cambridge  MS, 
with  9  woodcuts  of  Tale-Tellers.    (Part  IV.) 

XXIX.  A  Treatise  on  the  Astrolabe,  addressed  to  his  eon  Lowvs,  in  1391  a.d.,  by 
Geoffirey  Chaueer,  edited  by  the  Her.  Walter  W.  Skeat,  M.  A. 

The  issue  for  1878,  in  the  First  8«riM,  is, 

XXX.  The  Six-Text  Canterbury  Tatos,  Part  V,  eontaining  the  Cleric's  and  Mer- 
chant's Tales. 

The  issue  for  1874,  in  the  First  Series,  is, 

XXXI.  The  Six-Text,  Part  VI,  containing  the  Sauire's  and  Franklin's  Tales. 

XXXII.  The  Clerk's,  Merchant's,  Squiro's,  Franklin's,  Doctor's,  Pardoner's,  Ship- 
man's,  Prioress's  Tales,  Sir  Thopas,  Melibeus,  Monk's,  Nun's-Priest's, 
Second  Nun's  Tales,  Ellesmere  MS,  Part  V. 

XXXin.  The  Clerk's,  Merchant's,  Squire^?,  Franklin's,  Doctor's.  Pardoner's,  Ship- 
roan's,  Prioress's  Tales,  Sir  Thopas,  Melibeus^  Monk  s,  Nun's-Priest's^ 
Second  Nun's  Tales,  Cambridge  MS,  Part  V. 

XXXIV.  Squire's,  Wife  of  Bath's,  Friar's,  Summoner's,  Clerk's,  Merchant's, 
Franklin's  Tales,  Corpus  MS,  Part  IV. 

XXXV.  Squire's,  Merchant's,  Wife  of  Bath's,  Friar's,  Summoner's,  Clerk's,  Frank- 
lin's, Second  Nun's  Tales,  Petworth  MS,  Part  IV. 

XXXVL  Squire's,  Wife  of  Bath's,  Friar's,  Summoner's,  Clerk's,  Merchant's, 
Franklin's  Tales,  Lansdowne  MS,  Part  IV. 

The  issue  for  1876,  in  the  First  Series,  is, 

XXXVII.  The  Six-Text,  Part  VII,  the  Second  Nun's,  Canon's- Yeoman's,  and 
Manciple's  Tales,  with  the  Blank-Parson  Link.  r 

XXXVIII.  Second  Nun's,  Canon' s-Yeoman's,  Manciple's  Tales,  Ellesmere  MSj^C 
Part  VI.  ^ 

*  This  U  rtprtnted  in  LTX  of  Ftnt  Series. 
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XXXIX.  Manciple's,  Man  of  Law's^   Squire's,  Merchaat's,  Franklin's,    Seocod 

Nun's,    Clerk's,  Doctor's,    Pardoner's,    Shipman'a,  PrioreEs's   Tales,  Sir 

Thopas,  Melibeus  Tales.  Hengwrt  MS,  Part  IV. 
XL.  Second  r^un's,  Canon* a- Yeoman's,  Manciple's  Tales,  Cambridge  MS.  Part  VI. 
XLI.  Second  Nun's,  Canon's-Yeoman's,  Doctor's,  Pardoner's,  Sbipman'a,  Prioress's 

Tales,  Sir  Thopas,  Melibeus,  Monk's,  NunVPriest'a,  Manciple's  Tales, 

Corpus  MS,  Part  V. 
XLII.  Second  Nun's,  Canon's-Yeoman's,  Docfor^s,  Pardoner's  Tales,  Sir  Thopaa, 

Melibeus,  Mcrnk's,  Nun' s-Priest's,  Manciple's  Tales,  Petworth  MS,  Part  V. 
XLIII.  Second  Nun's,  Canon's- Yeoman's,  Doctor's,  Pardoner's,  Shipman'a,  Prioress's 

Tales,  Sir  Thopas,   Melibeus,  Monk's,   Nun's-Prieat's,  Manciple's  Tale, 

Lansdowne  MS,  Part  Y. 
XLIV.  A  detaild  Comparison  of  the  Troylus  and  Gryseyde  with  Boccaccio's  FiUs' 

iraio,  with  a  'Translation  of  all  ]Pas6age8  used  by  Chaucer,  and  an  Abstract 

of  the  Parts  not  used,  by  TV.  Michael  Kossetti,  Esq.,  and  with  a  print  of  the 

Ti'oylm  from  the  Harleian  MS  3943.     Part  I. 
XLV.  R>'nie-Index  to  the  Ellesmere  MS  of  the  Canterbury  Tales,  by  Henry  Croiaie, 

Esq.,  M.  A.     In  8vo  for  the  separate  EUesmere  MS. 
XLVI.  Ryme-Index  to  the  Ellesmere  MS,  by  Henry  Cromie,  Esq.,  11.A.    In  Royal 

4to  for  the  Six-Text. 
XLVI  I.  Notes  and  Corrections  for  the  8vo  Ryme-Index,  by  H.  Cromie,  Eaq^  M.A. 

The  issue  for  1876,  in  the  Pirst  Beriei,  is, 
XL VIII.  Autotype  Specimens  of  the  Chief  Chancer  MSS,  Part  I,  16  Autntjpei, 
with  a  Note  on  the  MSS,  by  F.  J.  Fumivall. 
The  issue  for  1877,  in  the  First  Series,  is, 
XLIX.  The  Six-Text,  Part  VIII,  containing  the  Parson's  Tale,  with  a  Table  of  its 
Contents ;  and  Mr  Hy.  Cromie's  Notes  and  Corrections  for  the  Ryme-Index 
(4to.),  No.  XLV. 
L.  The  Parson's  Tale,  Ellesmere  MS,  Part  VII. 
LI.     ,,  „  „     Hengwrt  MS,  Part  V. 

LII Cambridge  MS,  Part  VIL 

LlII Corpus  MS.  Part  VL 

LIV.    „  „  „     Petworth  MS,  Part  VI. 

LV.     „  „  „     Lansdou-ne  MS,  Part  VI. 

The  issue  for  1878,  in  the  First  Series,  is, 

LVI.  Autotype  Specimens  of  the  Chief  Chaucer  MSS,  Part  II :  9  from  the  Cambridge 
MS'  Gg.  4.  27,  and  1  from  Lord  Leoonfield's  MS. 

LVII.  A  Parallel-Text  edition  of  Chaucer's  Minor  Poems,  Part  II :— 5.  The  ABC, 
from  6  MSS ;  6.  The  KUher  of  Qod,  from  3  MSS ;  7.  Anelida  and  Arryte^ 
from  5  MSS  and  Caxton's  pnnt;  8.  The  Former  Age^  from  2  MSS  (with 
the  Latin  original,  and  Chaucer's  prose  Englishing)  ;  9.  To  hia  Scrirtuer 
Itiym  Shirley's  MS  and  Stowe's  print;  10.  The  Moute of  Fawu^  from  2  MSS 
and  Caxton's  and  Thynne's  prints. 
The  issue  for  1879,  in  the  First  Series,  is, 

LVIII.  A  Parallel-Text  edition  of  Chaucer's  Minor  Poems,  Part  IIT,  conipletmg  tb« 
Parallel-Text,  and  containing,  11.  The  Legend  of  Good  Women  from  o  MSS 
and  Thvnne's  print ;  12.  Truth  from  6  AISS ;  IS.  The  CompUynt  of  Ventu 
from  6  MSS ;  14.  The  £fwoy  to  Scogan  from  8  MSS ;  15.  Marriage,  or  Th0 
Envoy  to  Bukton,  from  IMS  and  Notaiy's  and  Thynne's  prints ;  16.  Gtntil- 
ease  from  6  MSS ;  17.  Proverbe  from  3  MSS ;  18.  Stedfastne^e  from  6  MSS ; 
19.  Fortune  from  6  MSS ;  20.  Chaucer  to  hie  en^ty  Furte^  from  6  MSS. 

The  issue  for  1880,  in  the  First  Series,  is, 

LIX.  Supplementary  Parallel-Texts  of  Chaucer's  Minor  Poema,  Part  II :— 1«.  The 
Farlamcnt  of  Foulee  from  3  MSS ;  2.  The  A  B  Cfrom  6  MSS  ;  3.  Anelida 
and  Arcite  from  6  MSS ;  4.  The  Legend  of  Good  Women^  in  whole  or  part 
from  4  MSS ;  6.  The  Complaint  of  Mare  from  3  MSS ;  6.  Truth  from  6 
MSS  ;  7.  The  Cotnpleynt  of  Venue  from  3  MSS ;  8.  Ge^ttilesse  from  3  MSS ; 
9.  Lack  of  Stedfastness  from  Thynne's  print  and  2  MSS ;  10.  Fortune  ftam 
2  MSS  and  Caxton's  print. 

LX.  Odd-Texts  of  Chaucer's  Minor  Poems,  Part  II,  containing,  8.  TheAB  C,  from 
2  MSS ;  4.  The  House  of  Fame,  from  the  Pepys*  MS,  &c. ;  5.  The  legesd 
of  Good  Women  from  3  MSS ;  6.  The  Dethe  of  Blaunehe  the  Jhteheete  from 
1  MS ;  7.  The  Complaint  to  Pity  from  2  MSS ;  8-  The  Parlameut  of  Fovlee 
from  1  MS ;  9.  Truth  from  3  MSS ;  10.  Fnvoy  to  Seogan  from  1  MS ;  U. 
Puree  from  1  MS. 

LXI.  A  One-Text  Print  of  Chaucer's  Minor  Poems,  Part  II,  containing,  VI.  Mother 
of  God;  VIL  Anelida;  VIII.  The  Former  Age ;  IX.  Adam  Serif ener; 
X.  The  Mouse  of  Fame;  XI.  Leaetidej  XIL  Truth;  XIII.  Fenuss  XIV. 
Scogofi;  XV.  Marriage;  XVI.  Gentilesse;  XVII.  Proeerbe;  XVIIL 
Stedfastness ;  XIX.  Fortune;  XX,  Puree, 

LXII.  Autotype  Specimens  of  the  chief  Chaucer  MSS.    Part  III :  2  fiom  Heoiy 
V's  MS  of  the  TroiltiSf  when  he  was  Prince  of  Wales  (now  Mr  "" 
Frank's) ;  1  from  Shirley's  MS  of  the  ABC  at  Sion  ColL 
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The  issue  for  1881,  in  the  Firit  SeiiM,  is, 

LXIII.  A  Parallel-Text  edition  of  Chaucer's  Troilus  ^  Criteyde  from  the  Campsall 
MS,  b,  1416  A.D.  (written  for  Heniy  V  when  Prince  of  Wales),  Harleian 
MS.  2280,  and  Cambr.  Univ.  Libr.  Gg.  4.  27.    Part  I.    Books  1  and  2. 
The  issue  for  1882,  in  the  First  Series,  is, 

LXIV.  A  Parallel-Text  edition  of  Chaucer's  Troilus  ^  Criseyde  from  the  Campsall 
MS,  before  1416  a.d.  (written  for  Henry  V  when  Prince  of  Wales),  Harleian 
MS.  2280,  and  Cambr.  Univ.  Libr.  Gg.  4.  27.    Part  II.    Books  3,  4,  6. 
The  issue  for  1883,  in  the  Pirst  Seriei,  is, 

LXV.  Part  II  of  Mr  W.  M.  Rossetti's  Comparison  of  Chaucer's  Troylm  and  Cry- 
aede  with  Boccaccio's  FilostraiOj  completing  the  work. 
The  issue  for  1884,  in  the  First  Series,  when  ready,  will  be, 

LXVl— LXXI.  6  Appendixes  to  the  6  MSS  of  the  6ix-Text,  with  Wood-cuts  and 
eolord  Lithographs  of  6  Tellers  of  Tales  and  of  6  emblematical  Figures  from 
the  Cambridge  Univ.  MS,  Gg.  4.  27,  &c.,  and  Process  Engravings,  for  the 
EUesmere  MS  Part,  of  the  23  Ellesmere  MS  Miniatures.  The  Hengwrt  MS, 
Part  VI,  contains  The  Canon's- Yeoman's  Tale  from  the  Lichfield 
Cathedral  MS. 

LXXII.  The  Six-Text,  Part  IX,  with  eolord  Lithographs  of  6  Tellers  of  Tales  and  6 
emblematical  Figures  from  the  Cambridge  Uni  vers.  MS  Gg.  4. 27 ;  Forewords, 
Title-pages  for  the  three  volumes,  ftc ;  and  Prof.  Hiram  Corson's  Index  to 
the  Subjects  and  Names  of  7'he  Canterbury  Talea, 
The  issue  for  1885,  in  the  First  Series,  is, 

LXXIII.  The  Harieian  MS  7334  of  The  Canterbury  TaleSy  with  Woodcuts  of  23 
Tellers  of  Tales  from  the  Ellesmere  MS,  &c. 

LXXIY.  Autotype  Specimens  of  the  chief  Chaucer  MSS.  Part  IV.  One  of  the 
Ellesmere  MS. 

The  issue  for  1886,  in  the  First  Series,  will  be 

LXXV.  Chaucer's  Boeee  from  the  Cambridge  University  MS.  li.  3.  21.         [Issued. 

LXXVl.  Chaucer's  Boeee  from  the  Additional  MS  10,340  in  the  British  Museum, 

as  edited  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Richard  Morris  for  the  Early  English  Text 

Society's  Extra  Series  in  1868.  [Issued. 

LXXVII,  LXXVIII.     A  Jtyme-Index  to  Chaucer's  Minor  Poems,  by  Miss  Isabel 

Marshall  and  Miss  Lela  Porter,  with  an  Index  by  Prof.  Corson  to  the 

Subjects  and  Names  of  the  Minor  Poetns  (if  ready).    Both  in  Royal  4to  for 

the  Parallel- Text,  and  in  8vo  for  the  One- Text  print  of  the  Jfiuor  Poems. 

(Mr.  W.  G.  Aylward  has  agreed  to  edit  the  Society's  Chaueer  Concordance.) 

There  will  probably  be  no  issue  for  1887,  in  the  First  Series. 

SECOND  SERIES, 
Of  the  Second  Series,  the  issue  for  1868  is, 

1.  Early  English  Pronunciation,  with  especial  reference  to  Shakspere  and  Chaucer, 
by  Alexander  J.  Ellis,  Esq.,  F.R.8.  Part  I.  This  work  includes  an  amalgamation 
of  Prof.  F.  J.  Child's  two  Papers  on  the  use  of  the  final  -e  by  Chaucer  ^in  T.  Wright's 
ed.  of  The  Canterbury  Tales)  and  by  Gower  (in  Dr  Paulfs  ed.  ot  the  Cotifessio 
Amantis). 

2.  Essays  on  Chaueer^  his  Words  and  Works,  Part  I. :  1.  Prof.  Ebert's  Review  of 
Sandras's  Etude  sur  Chaueer,  translated  by  J.  W.  van  Rees  Hoets,  M.A.  ;  2.  A 
13th-century  Latin  Treatise  on  the  Chilindre  (of  the  Shipman*s  Tale),  edited  by 
Mr.  E.  Brock. 

3.  A  Temporary  Preface  to  the  Society's  Six-Text  edition  of  Chaucer's  Canterbury 
Tales,  Part  I,  attempting  to  show  the  right  Order  of  the  Tales,  and  the  Days  and 
Stages  of  the  Pilgrimage,  &c.  &o.,  by  F.  J.  FumivaU,  Esq.^  M.A. 

Of  the  Second  Series,  the  issue  for  1869  is, 

4.  Early  English  Pronunciation,  with  especial  reference  to  Shakspere  and  Chaucer, 
by  Alexander  J.  Ellis,  Esq.,  F.R.S.    Part  II. 

Of  the  Second  Series,  the  issue  for  1870  is, 

6.  Early  English  Pronunciation,  with  especial  reference  to  Shakspere  and  Chaucer, 
by  Alexander  J.  Ellis,  Esq.,  F.R.S.    Part  III. 
Of  the  Second  Series,  the  issue  for  1871  is, 

6.  Trial-Forewords  to  my  Parallel-Text  edition  of  Chaueer^ s  Minor  Poems  for  the 
Chaucer  Society  (with  a  tiy  to  set  Chaucer's  Works  in  their  right  order  of  Time),  by 
Fredk.  J.  Fumivall.    Part  I. 

Of  the  Second  Series,  the  issue  for  1872  is, 

7.  Originals  and  Analogues  of  some  of  Chaucer's  Canterbury  Tales,  Part  I.  1.  The 
original  of  the  Man  of  Zau}*s  Tale  of  Constance,  from  the  French  Chronicle  of 
Nicholas  Trivet,  Arundel  MS  56,  ab.  1340  a.d.,  collated  with  the  later  copy,  ab.  1400, 
in  the  National  Library  at  Stockholm ;  copied  and  edited,  with  a  translation,  by  Mr. 
Edmund  Brock.  2.  The  Tale  of  "Merelaus  the  Emperor,"  from  the  Early-English  Jp 
Tersion  of  the  Gesta  Eomanorum  in  Harl.  MS  7333 ;  and  3.  Part  of  Matthew  Paris's  )  ^^ 
Vita  Offee  Primi,  both  stories  illustrating  incidents  in  the  Man  of  Law's  Tale.  4.  Two 
French  Fabliaux  like  the  Eeeve^s  Tale.    6.  Two  Latin  Stories  like  the  Friar's  Tale, 
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Of  the  Second  Series,  the  issue  for  187S  Is, 

8.  Albertano  of  Breccia's  Liber  Consilii  H  Consolatiotm^  A.D.  1246  (the  Latin 
■ource  of  thn  French  original  of  Ctiauoer's  Melibe),  edited  from  the  MSS,  hy  Dr. 
Thor  Sundby. 

Of  the  Second  Series,  the  issue  for  1674  is, 

9.  Esiayn  on  Chaucer ^  his  Words  and  Works,  Part  II. :  3.  John  of  Hoveden's 
Prartica  Chilindriy  edited  from  the  MS,  with  a  traufilation,  by  Mr.  E.  Brock.  4. 
Chaucer's  use  of  the  final  -tf,  by  Joseph  Payne,  Esq.  6.  Mrs.  E.  Barrett- Browning 
on  Chancer:  beingr  those  parts  of  her  review  of  the  Sookof  the  FoeU,  1842,  which 
folate  to  him  ;  here  reprinted  by  leave  of  Mr  Robert  Browning.  6.  Professor 
Bcmhard  Ten-Brink's  critical  edition  of  Chaucer's  Gompleynte  to  Pite. 

Of  the  Second  Series,  the  issue  for  1875  is, 

10.  Originals  atui  Analogues  of  Chaueer*a  Canterbury  Tales^  Part  II.  6.  Alphon- 
sus  of  Lincoln,  a  Story  like  the  Prioress's  Tale.  7.  How  Reynard  caught  Chanti- 
cloer,  the  source  of  the  Ktm's- Priest's  Tale.  8.  Two  Italian  Storiee,  and  a  Latin 
ono,  like  the  Pardoner's  'Pale.  9.  I'he  Tale  of  the  Priest's  Bladder,  a  stoiy  like  the 
Summoner's  Tale^  being  *  Li  dis  de  le  Vescie  a  Prostre,'  par  Jakes  de  Basiw.  10. 
Petrarch's  Latin  Tale  of  Griseldis  (with  Boccaccio's  Story  from  which  it  was  re-told), 
the  original  of  the  Clerk's  Tale,  11.  Five  Versionfi  of  a  Pear-tree  Story  like  that  in 
the  Merchant's  Tale.  12.  Four  Versions  of  The  Life  of  Saint  Cecilia,  the  original 
of  the  Second  Nun's  Tale. 

11.  Early  English  Pronunciation,  with  especisl  reference  to  Shakspere  and  Chan- 
cer, by  Alexander  J.  Ellis,  Esq.,  F.R.S.     Part  IV. 

12.  Life-Records  of  Chanca'yVtLTt  1,  The  Robberies  of  Chaucer  by  Richard  Brero- 
lay  and  others  at  Westminster,  and  at  Hatcham,  Surrey,  on  Tuesday,  Sept.  6.  1390, 
with  some  Account  of  the  Robbers,  from  the  Enrolments  in  the  Public  Record  Office, 
by  Walford  D.  Selby,  Esq.,  of  the  Public  Record  Office. 

13.  Thynne's  Animadversions  (1599)  on  Speght's  Chaueera  Workm,  re-edited  from 
the  unique  MS,  by  Fredk.  J.  Fumivall,  wi^  fresh  Lives  of  William  and  Fruicia 
Thynne,  and  the  only  known  fragment  of  The  Pilgrims  Tale, 

Of  the  Second  Series,  the  issue  for  1876  is, 

14.  Life- Records  of  Chaucer,  Part  II,  Tbo  Household  OrdinsnoaB  of  King 
Edward  II,  June  13^3  (as  englisht  by  Francis  Tate  in  March  1601  a.d.)>  with  ex- 
tracts from  those  of  King  Edward  IV,  to  show  theprobable  duties  of  Cuatjcer  as 
Valet  or  Yeoman  of  the  Chamber,  and  Esquire,  to  Ed^-ard  III,  of  whose  Household 
Book  no  MS  is  known ;  together  with  Chaucer's  Oath  as  Controller  of  the  Customs  ; 
and  an  enlargd  Autotype  of  Hoccle\'e's  Portrait  of  Chaucer ;  edited  by  F.  J. 
Fumivall. 

15.  Oi'iginals  and  Analogues  of  Chaueer'e  Canterbury  Tales,  Part  III.  13.  The 
Story  of  Constance,  for  the  Man  of  Law's  Tale.  14.  The  Boy  killd  by  a  Jew  for 
singing  '  Gaude  Maria,'  an  Analogue  of  the  Prioress's  Tale.  15.  The  Paris  Beggar- 
boy  murdcrd  by  a  Jew  for  singing  *  Alma  rcdemptoris  mater  1'  an  Analogue  of  the 
Prioress's  Tale;  with  a  Poem  oy  Lydgate. 

16.  Essays  on  Chancer,  his  Words  and  Worlcs,  Part  III.  7.  Chaucer's  Prioress,  her 
Nun  Chaplain  and  3  Priests,  illustrated  from  the  Paper  Survey  of  St  Mary's  Abbey, 
Winchester,  by  F.  J.  Fumivall.  8.  Alliteration  in  Chancer,  by  Dr.  Pant  Lindner. 
9.  Chaucer  a  Wicliffite ;  a  critical  Examination  of  the  Parsons  Tale^  by  Herr  Hu^o 
Simon.  10.  The  sources  of  the  Wife  of  Bath's  Prologue  :  Chaucer  not  a  borrower 
from  John  of  Salisbury,  by  the  Rev.  W.  W.  WooUoorabe. 

17.  Supplementary  Canterbury  Tales :  1.  The  Tale  of  Bsryn^  with  a  Prologue  of 
the  merry  Adventure  of  the  Pardoner  with  a  Tapster  at  Canterfoury,  re-edited  from 
the  Duke  of  Northumberland's  unique  MS,  by  Fredk.  J.  Fumivall.  Part  I,  the 
Text,  with  Wm.  Smith's  Map  of  Canteihitiy  in  1583,  bow  first  engravd  from  his 
unique  MS.,  and  Ogilby's  Plan  of  the  Road  from  London  to  Canterbury  in  1675. 

Of  the  Second  Series,  the  issue  for  1S7S  (there  was  none  in  1S77)  is, 

18.  Essays  on  Chaucer,  his  Words  and  Works,  Part  IV.  11.  On  here  and  there 
in  Chaucer  (his  Pronunciation  of  the  two  tf's),  by  Dr.  R.  F.  Weymouth;  12.  On  a.  An 
Original  Version  of  the  Knight* s  Tale ;  ^3.  the  Date  (1381)  and  Personages  of  the 
Parlatnent  of  Foules  ;  y.  on  Anelida  and  Arcyte,  on  LoUius,  cm  Chaucer,  and  Boo- 
cnccio,  &c.,  Dv  Dr.  John  Koch,  with  a  fragment  of  a  later  Palam0n  and  Ersyte  from 
the  Dublin  MS  D.  4.  18. 

Of  the  Seeond  Series,  the  issue  ior  1S84  (none  in  1879,  *80,  '81,  '82,  '83,  '85)  is, 

19.  Essays  on  Chaucer,  his  Words  and  Works,  Part  V :  13.  Chancer' a  Pardoner:  his 
character  illustrated  by  documents  of  hia  time,  hy  Dr  J.  J.  Jnseennid.  14.  Why  the 
Romaunt  of  ths  Rose  is  not  Chancer*s,  by  Prof.  Skeat,  M.A.  15.  Chaucer's  Shipntan, 
and  his  Barge  *The  Maudelayne,'  by  P.  Q.  Karkeek,  Esq.  16.  Chaucer's  Parson's 
ra/j^oompared  with  Frdre  Lorens's  Somme  dea  Vices  et  des  Vertus,  by  WUhelm  Eilers, 
or  ^''  t  M  ^^"'**  ^^^*    ^^'  ^°  Chaucer's  Reputed  Works,  by  T.  L.  Kington- 


Director  *  F.  J.  Furnivall,  Etiq.,  3,  St  Georpre's  Sauarc,  London,  N.W. 

Treasurer:  H.  B.  Wheatley,  E«q.,  5,  Minford  Gardens,  West  KenHin^ton  Park,  W, 

//ow.  6Vf. ;  W.  A.  Dalziel,  Esq,,  67,  Victoria  Rd,,  FinHbury  Park,  London,  N. 

Baukera :  TiiB  Union  Bank  of  London,  Head  OflRoe,  Princes  Street,  E.C. 

Fubliahers:  N.  Tuuuneu  and  Co.,  o7  &  o9,  Ludgate  Ilill,  London,  E.C. 

The  Early  English  Text  Society  was  started  by  Mr  Furnivall  in  1864  for  tlj*' 
purpose  of  bringing  the  niaHs  of  Old  EukHsU  Lit4>rature  within  the  reach  of  the 
ordinary  student,  and  of  wiping  away  the  reproach  under  which  England  had  long 
rested,  of  having  felt  little  interest  in  the  niouumeuts  of  her  etirly  life  and  language. 

The  E.  E.  T.  Soc.  desires  to  print  in  its  Original  StTies  the  whole  of  our  imprint^'d 
MS  literature;  and  in  its  Extra  Series  to  reprint  in  careful  editions  all  that  is  moKt 
valuable  of  printed  MSS  and  early  printed  books. 

The  Society  has  issued  to  its  subscribers  110  Texts,  most  of  them  of  great  intere^t ; 
so  much  so  indeed  that  the  publications  of  its  first  two  years  have  been  reprintnl, 
and  those  fur  Its  third  year,  1866,  will  ft)llow. 

The  Subscription  is  £1  1*.  a  year  [and  £1  I*.  (Large  Paper,  £2  \2s.  M.)  additional 
for  the  Extua  Skuies],  due  in'advano(.>  on  the  Ist  of  January,  and  should  be  piiid 
either  to  the  Society's  Account  at  the  Head  Office  of  the  Union  Bank  of  Ixindon, 
Princes  Street,  E.(\,  or  by  Money  Order  (made  payable  at  the  Chief  Otfice,  I^ndon) 
to  the  Hon.  Secretary,  Mr  W.  A.  Dalziel,  67,'  Victoria  lioad,  Finsbury  Park, 
I/)ndon,  N. 

In  the  Ori (final  Seria,  the  PublicationH  for  1881  uill  be  taken  from  ;— 
CATHOLICONANGLICUM,  H.  S.  J.  Herktaok,  B.A.     [At  Priss. 
MERLIN,  Part  IV,  conuiining  Preface,  Index,  and  (ib»ssary.  Ed.  H.  B.  Wheatley. 
BEOWULF,  the  unique  MS.  aut«»!\ped  and  tmnsliteratc<l,"  ed.  Prof.  Zupitza. 
KING  ALFRED'S  OROSIUS,  from  IjonX  Tollemache's  9th  century  MS.,  ed.  H. 

SwEKT,  M.A.     [At  J*ress. 
PIERS  PLO WM.\N' :  Notes,  Glossary,  &c.     Part  II,  e<l.  Rev.  Prof.  Skeat,  M.A. 
THE  OLDEST  ENGLISH  TEXTS,  CHARTERS,  A:c.,  ed.  H.  Sweet,  M.A. 

[At  I're.tx. 
GAWAYNE  POEMS,  ed.  F.  J.  Vipan.  M.A. 

WILLIAM  OF  NASSIXGTON'S  MIRROR  OF  LIFE,  ed.  S.  J.  Herutaqe,  B.A. 
ARCHBP.   THORESBY'S    CATECHISM,    Ace,   ed.    Rev.   Canon    Simmons. 

[At  iVrv,. 
ALL   THE    EARLY  ENGLISH   VERSE   LIVES    OF  SAINTS,   ed.   Dr.  (\ 

HOUSTMANN. 

PILGRIMAGE  OF  THE  LYF  OF  MANHODE,  in  the  Northern  Dialect,  tnl. 

S.  J.  Herutaoe,  B.A. 
ANGLO-SAXON    AND    EARLY    ENGLISH    PSALTERS,    eil.    W,    Alius 

Wright,  M.A.,  and  J.  AVood. 
ANGLO-SAXON  METRICAL  LIVES  OF  SAINTS,  in  MS.  Cott.  Jul.  E  7., 

ed.  Rev.  Prof.  W.  W.  Skkat.  M.A.     [At  Prt\s.s. 
EARLY  ENGLISH  HOMILIKS,  i;}th  ciuturv,  inl.  Rev.  Dr.  R.  Morris. 
THE  RULE  OF  ST.   BKXEl':   6  Texts,  Anglu-Saxoii,  Early  English,  Caxttui, 

&c.,  ed.  Rev.  Dr.  R.  Morris. 
CURSOR  MUNDI.    Part  VI.    Intr.Hhictinn  and  Glossary,  ed.  Rev.  Dr.  R.  Morris. 
GOSPEL  OF  NICODEMUS,  ed.  Proi  .  Wllcker. 

Thofie  for  1880  are  .•— 

73.  THE  BUCKLING  HOMILIES.  971  ad.,  e-l.  Rev.  Dr.  R.  Morris.   Pt  III. 

74.  ENGLISH  WORKS  OF  WYCLIF,  hitherto  unprin ted,  ed.  F.  D.  Matthe>v, 

Esq. 

In  the  Extra  Serie^^  the  Puhliaitioits  for  18S1  trtlt  he  taken  from  : — 
CHARLEMAGNE   ROMANCES  :-4.  LYF   OF  CHARLEs' THE   GRETE, 

Part  II,  e<l.  S.  J.  Hkkrtacje,  B.A.     [At  IWmm. 
CHARLEMACJNK   ROMANCES  : -^3.  THE  TAILL  OF   RAUF  COLYEAR, 

ed.  PKOP.  Thattmann.     [.tf  rress. 
CHARLEMAGNE  ROMANCES  :-6.  THE  SOWDONE  OF  BABYLON E,  ed. 

Du.  E.  Havsknkcht.     \Af  P/rsft. 
ANOTHER  ALI.ITKRATIVE  RO.MANCE  OF  ALEXANDER,  ed.  Rev.  Prof. 

W.  W.  Skeat,  M.A.,  and  J.  H.  Hfnskls,  Enq.     [Ar  J'res.t, 
BARBOUR'S  BRUCE.  e<i.  Rev.  W.  W.  Skkat.     Part  IV.     >At  Press. 
OVY  OF  WARWICK    (2  paralKl  texts;  a  Uth  cent,  or  Aurhinl.vk  MS,  version; 

b  loth  cent,  or  Caius  Coll.  MS.).  e<lit,Hl  bv  Pn>f.  Zipitza.     Part  1.     [At  Prexa. 
SIR  BEVIS  OF  HAMTON.  I'd.  Dr.  E.  K'olrino. 
LONELICH'S  HOLY  GRAIL,  ed.  F.  J.  Furnivall,  M.A.     Part  V. 

Tho^e/nr  18S0  are  .-  GOOSlc 

XXXV.  CHARLEMAGNE  ROMANCES  :-2.  THE  SEGE  OFF  MELAYNfil 

SIR  OTUKLL.  &c.,  ed.  S.  J.  Hkuutaoe,  B.A. 
XXXVL   CHARLEMAGNE  ROMANCES  :-y.   LYF   OF  CHARLES  THE 

CRETE.  Part  I.  ed.  S.  J.  Heuuiaoe.  B.A. 


Clje  Ballab  Socittg 


was  establisht  by  Mr  Fiirnivnll,  on  the  completion  of  the  print  of  the  Percy  Folio 
iMS,  to  reprint  the  known  collections  of  Halhuls,  like  the  Uuxhiiri^he,  B.ii^ford, 
llawlinson,  I)<»uce,  &c.,  and  to  print  Halladsi  from  M8S,  and  books  illn>trating- 
Ballad-History.  The  IJallad  8tK.'ioty  books  are  printoil  in  demy  8vo,  like  those 
of  the  Early  Enijlish  Text  Society,  and  the  l*erey  Folio  (bnt  on  tonrd  paper  for 
the  sake  ot  the  Wood -cuts),  and  also  in  snper-royal  8vo,  on  Whatman's  eighlj- 
shillina^  ribbed  paper.  The  subscription  lor  tlie  demy  8voft  is  Om-  iwuir.ea  a  year; 
that  for  the  roval  ribl>ed  papers  Three  Ouiutaa.  The  subscriptions  date  from 
January  1,  18()8.  The  Society's  books  are  nut  on  Bale  separately  to  the  public. 
Twenty  have  been  i^sued. 

^fore  Members  and  Local  Secretaries  are  wanted. 

Subscriptions  should  be  paid  cither  to  the  account  of  llie  Ballod  Soeittyvit  the 
Alliance  IJarik,  Bartholomew  Lane,  London,  E.C.,  or  (by  Post  Utiice  Order,  pa\- 
able  at  the  Chief  Ulhce,  E.G.)  to  the  lion.  Sec. — 

W.  A.  DALZIEL,  F>Q., 

67,  Victona  lid,  FiHshnry  Park,  X, 

No.  I.  Ballads  and  Poems  from  Manuscripts.  Vol-  I,  Part  1,  on  the  Condition 
of  EujLrland  in  the  Helens  ot  Henry  Vlll.  and  Edw.  VL  (incliidinir  the  State 
of  the  t'b.'riry,  Monks,  and  Friars)  contains  (besides  a  lun|?  Introductiifu;  the 
followiiiff  j)oems,  &c.  :  Now  a  Daves,  ab.  lo'iO  a.i».  ;  Vox  Populi  Vox  I)ri,  ad. 
loi7-H;  The  Kuyn'  of  a  Iteaui'  ;  The  Ima^e  of  Vpocresye,  a.d.  1oo3  ;  A^^ainst 
the  lilaspheniinu:  EuL'lish  J.utlierans  and  the  Poisonous  l)ra<ron  Luther;  Tiie 
Spoilin;;  of  tiie  Abbeys  ;  The  ()vcrthn)we  of  the  Al)beys,  a  Tale  of  Robin  lluode  ; 
Dc  Monasteriis  Dirutis.     Edited  by  F.  J.  Furmvall,  M.A.     18t>». 

No.  2.  Ballads  from  Manuscripts.  VoL  I,  Part  2,  contains  Ballads  on  "Wolscy, 
Anne  JinUyn,  Somerset,  Lady  Jane  Grey,  &c.,  with  an  Index  a.nd  Glossary,  by 
J.  H.  Backhouse,  E>(\.,  and  Forewords  to  the  whole  Volume.  Edited  by  F.  J. 
FuuNiVALi.,  M.A.     1872. 

No.  3,  10.  Ballads  from  Manuscripts.  Volume  II,  Part  1:  The  Poore  Mans 
Pittance,  by  KiciiAiti)  Wii.ijams,  contaynin^e  three  severall  subacts  : — (1.)  'Iho 
tirste,  tlie  fall  ami  complaynle  of  Anthonie  B:ibin<irton,  whoe,  "w/th  otliers,  w»^are 
executed  for  hii^lie  treason  in  the  feildes  nere  lyncolns  lune,  in  the  yeaie  of  out 
lorde — 158(>.  {2.)  The  secoude  cont<i\iies  the  life  and  Dcathe  of  Bolurte,  loide 
Deverox,  Karlc  of  Essex  :  whoe  wuis  bvheaded  in  tlie  towre  of  london  on  ash- 
wen^daye  mornyuii**,  A>rn—Wi()l.  (3.)  The  laste,  Intituhd  *'acclaniatio  patrie," 
rontaynin^'e  the  horrili[l]e  treason  tliat  weare  pret»'ndrd  aj^aynste  yowr  -M;)<r*tii\ 
to  be  doniie  on  the  ]tarlianient  bowse  The  seconde  [third]  veare  of  \(>ht  Ma<V,st/jr 
Kaytiue  [KU).-.].  Edited  by  F.  J.  Fiumvall,  M.A.  1868.  Vol.'  II,  Part  2. 
confaininu"  Ballads  on  (iu<en  Elizabeth,  K>sex,  Campion,  Drake,  Bd.ij^h,  Fio- 
bisher,  Bacon,  etc.     Edited  by  W.  U.  Mukfill,  M.A.,  Oxford,      l^7o. 

No.  4.  0,  6,  8,  9,  12,  13.  The  Roxburghe  Ballads,  Part  1  (1869\  Part  2  (187(0. 
Part  3  (iS71\  Part  1  (1872),  Pi.rt  o  ^1873),  Tart  G  (1874;,  Part  7  >187o;.  I'ait  8 
(1871)\  with  short  Notes  by  W.  CiiAi-rtix,  Esq.,  and' copies  of  the  original 
Woodcuts  by  Mr  W.  II.  HuoI'ER.     1809. 

No.  7.  Captain  Cox,  his  Ballads  and  Books,  or,  RonKRT  Lankiiam's  Letter 

Wlieann  p.;rt  of  the  entertainment  untoo  the  Uueenz  Majesty  at  Killinj^worth 
(.'astl.  in  AVaiwik  .Shcf-r  in  this  Soomerz  Progress  .1675.  is  sig^nititd;  Ironi  a 
freeiid  oificir  attiiidant  in  tlie  Court,  unto  hiz  freend,  a  Citizen  and  >[cn'lia'ini 
of  London.  he-edit(d.  with  accounts  of  all  Captain  Cox's  accessible  Books  and 
Jiallads,  and  a  coniparisoa  of  thera  with  those  in  the  Coutpuiunt  oj  iyoAituidt^ 
L34y  a. I).,  by  F.  J.  Fuunivai.l,  M.A.     1871. 

No.  11.  love-Poems  and  Humourous  ones,  from  a  volume  in  the  British  Museum, 
edited  "dv  F.  J.  Flkn.valL.      1JS74. 

No.  14,  lu.  l(),  17.  The  Bagford  Ballads,  edited  by  the  l^ev.  J.  W.  Ki^^wonTH, 
.M.A.  J'art  1  (lS7r.;,  I'arts  2  and  o  ;L877},  Part  4  (1878);  SuppKnienl:  The 
Aniiiuda  Group  (1880^. 

In  Picparation^  all  the  BrMad^  having  been  eopu'd^ 

The  RcTbarghe  Ballads.     With  .short  Notes  bv  the  Ilev.  feSYbvlG^^^^RT".  Part§ 

li  and  10,  tor  1S81.  '  "^      [At  Prefi^^, 

The  CivU  War  and  Protectorate  Ballads.     Edited  by  the  Rev.  J.  M'.  Ebswoijth. 
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